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PREFACE. 


I save been induced to publish the following volumes fiom a 
conviction that the documents contained m them would not only 
illustiate the chaiacter of Lord Coritwallis, but would also throw 
much light upon the history of his times His military and 
political career extends from 1776 to 1805, and embraces many 
most important events He was engaged m the Amencan War 
from 1776 to 1781, and duiing the last two years held an inde- 
pendent command m the only quarter where active operations 
were carried on He was twice Govemor-Genei al of India 
During his fiist admimstiation, which lasted fiom 1786 to 1793, 
he was engaged for upwards of two years m the Mysoie war, and 
promulgated Ins revenue, judicial, and pohce regulations, which, 
with some modifications, are still m force thioughout the Presi- 
dency of Bengal To him was entrusted the duty of effecting 
that most important but difficult measure — the Hmon between 
* Great Britain and Ireland , and a little later he was charged with 
the task of lestormg tranquillity to Europe by completing the 
peace of Amiens 

Even if the hunts to which a preface must be confined pei- 
mitted me, I should not be disposed here to discuss the conduct 
and measures of Lord Cornwallis , nor, indeed, have I thought it 
fit to enter at all on that subject, but I have been satisfied with 
printing his own letters and despatches, with some of those 
addressed to him, either interesting m themselves or necessary 
to explain the context To these I have added occasionally a 
few paragraphs or pages when the narrative appeared mcomplete 

The great length of many of the documents has compelled me 
to print m an Appendix most of the mili tary despatches fiom 
America and India, and numerous otliei important letters and 
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minutes. Among these will bo found tho details of tho surrender 
of York Town, and the papers relating to the Zemindar settle- 
ment, which ore peculiarly interesting 

"With respect to tho orthography, I have, in the letters, returned 
that of the several writers. In thoso parts of tho work for which I 
am responsible, I have, in regnrd to the spelling of Tndiqn proper 
names and words, followed tho advice of those whose opinions are 
of very high authority, and os many of the Indian terms may not 
be fa mi lia r to English readers, I have added a abort Glossary 

My principal labour lias been to furnish short biographical 
notes on the various persons whose names occur m the letters and 
despatches. These I have endeavoured to make as complete and 
accnrute as I could. 

But among the many thousand dates given numerous errors 
have, I fear crept m. Some have been corrected in the errata 
prefixed to each volume, others have doubtless escaped detection. 
Nor can I implicitly rely on the works to which I have referred 
for suoh mformataon, as, most certainly many inaccuracies exist 
in them. Tor instance, Colima s Peerage, the Gentleman s, Eun> 
poan and Scots Magazine, each give a different date for the death 
of Lady Mary Cancan. Three, at least, of these, perhaps all 
fonr are wrong, though the Magazines were published within one 
month of her decease. The bookB which I have consulted are 
far too numerous to be particularised hare — Annual Begisters, 
Magasraes, Peerages, Biographical Diahon&nea, Trench and Gar 
man as well as English (the latter being by far the most imper 
feet) Encyclopedias, individual Biographies, and an immense 
number of Memoirs, Pamphlets, Sax, &a relating to those tune*. 

The MSS. to which I have had access are — 

1st The family papers now at AucDey End, composing — L A 
collection of those relating to the Am an can War for the most 
part imperfect, but tolerably complete for the years 1780 and 1781 
2 An almost entire senes of papers connected with the first 
Indian administration of Lord Cornwallis, including upwards of 
two hundred confidential communications between the Governor 
General and the Secret Committee, the Coart of Directors, and 
Mr Pandas (none of the latter having ever before been pub- 
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lished), and above a thousand private letters addressed to Lord 
Cornwallis, 3. The whole of the despatches written from Amiens, 
with tho exception of about the last ten. 4 Originals or drafts 
of letters written by or to the * different members of the Royal 
Family. 5 Some miscellaneous papers of vanous dates 

2ndly. More than four hundred letters wiitten between the 
years 17S2 and 1S05 to my father, with whom Lord Cornwallis 
kept up the closest conespondenee, bioken only when they weie 
m daily, or almost dad)*, intercom se These contam his private 
sentiments, as communicated to on Ultimate friend, and are very 
interesting 

3rdly. The papers at tho Lidia House, consisting of more than 
nine hundred volumes, fieely placed at my disposal by the kindness 
of the Chairman and the Court of Duectors; and of the Secret 
Despatches, for the use of which I have to thank Mr. Vernon Smith, 
the President of the Boaid of Control 

4tldy. The documents m the State-Papei Office Some belong 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies , others, perhaps the 
most material, relate to the Union, and to these no person had 
previously been allowed access I am, therefoie, undei gieat 
obligations to the seveial Secretaries of State — Loids Clarendon, 
Panmure, and John Russell, and Sir Geoige Grey, under whose 
control these papers were — for permission to examine and copy 
the papers belongmg to their lespective departments, either m the 
State-Paper Office or in Downing Street and Pall Mall 

5tkly The papers preseived m Dublin Castle 1 To these I 
obtained umestncted access through the kindness of the Earl of 
St Germans, duimg Ins Lord-Lieutenancy. Though a large num- 
ber of valuable documents still exist, many have been nretrievably 
lost, owing to the neglect of formei years , but the whole collec- 
tion is now well arranged 


1 A letter appeared m the * Athenreuili ’ of 
Feb 1859, stating that within the last few 
years, many confidential and secret papers 
deposited in Dublin Castle, had been destroyed 
by order of the Irish Government It is true 
that from the neglected state in which, for a 
length of time, these papers had been left, 


many were lost, or inadvertently destroyed 
But no intentional destruction ever took place 
In 1841 nil that remained were most care- 
fully arranged, aod every measure is now 
adopted for their future presei ration 

The above statement is made on the best 
possible authority 
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Gtlily Between forty and fifty 318 volumes m tho library of 
the Royal Institution, for tho use of which I am indebted to the 
kindness of the secrotary, the Rev John Barlow These volumes 
are part of Lord Dorchester s pnpors, and contam many despatches 
relative to the American War no copies of which exist m the 
State-Paper Office 

7thly Private papers and letters m the possession of vanoua 
individuals, who have most cordially granted me permission to 
examine and make use of them. To my applications for such 
favours I have only met with one refusal, and that from a quarter 
where I had every reason to anticipate a different answer 

Among the valuable sources of information thus freely opened 
to me I must mention the Spencer Hardwicke, Sydney and 
Melville papore. Many other collections have been as cordially 
submitted to my inspection, but upon investigation rt appeared 
that such documents as might hare thrown additional light on 
the history of those times, and especially of the Union, had been 
purposely destroyed. For instance, after a search instituted at 
Welbeok by the kindness of the Duke of Portland, it was ascer 
tamed that the late Duke had burnt all his lather a political papers 
from 1780 to his death- In like manner the Chancellor Lord 
Clare, BIr Wickham, Mr Kmg, Sir Herbert Taylor Sir Edward 
Littlehales Mr Marsden, the Knight of Kerry and indeed almost 
all the persons officially concerned m carrying the Union appear 
to have destroyed the whole of their papers. Mr 3Iareden, by 
whom many of the arrangements were concluded, left a MS. hook 
containing m valuable details, which was burnt only a few years 
ago by its then possessor The destruction of so many valuable 
documonts respecting important transactions cannot but bo re- 
garded as a serious loss to the political history of those times. 
Lord Normantan, Lord Donoughmore, and a few others who had 
fortunately retamed some original letters, Aa, have kmclly allowed 
me to make use of them. Lord Teignmouth, Sir Alexander 
Malet and Mr F E Robinson have most obligingly sent me the 
papers of their respective fstherv relating of course to the Indian 
portion of this work. 
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I hn\c obtained much mfonuntion fiom the Butish Museum, 
where my researches June been most kindly and ciTectunlly nided 
by Mr .Tones, the Curatoi of Printed Books nnd b} e\ery gentle- 
man in that establishment to whom I had occasion to apply. The 
Committee of the Athciueum June likewise been good enough to 
allow me access to a considciablo collection of pamphlets, &c., 
referring to Inch aflmi* 

In mam ea^es 1 lime applied to indmduals for particulars 
respecting their own families or those of then iiiends, nnd 1 must 
hear testimony to the lmniinhle kindness with winch such appli- 
cations lnne been recoiled and answered. — often. I fenr, at much 
trouble to my conc^pondenR Grentei difficulty has naturally 
been experienced m rogaid to foieign families, but on this point 
my resea i chcs lime been facilitated b\ the comfesy of the several 
British Ministers nbioad, and by the n^istanec of the public 
authorities on the Continent, especially that of Count Buol, who 
has furnished me with mrious dates m lcfeience to Gciman 
families, which I had not been able to obtain fi om other quar- 
ters I l^e also deiivcd important assistance fiom Professor 
Wilson, who lias examined the proof-sheets i elating to India, and 
has kmdly given me the benefit of his thoiough knowledge of 
Indian affairs, &c Mr Prmsep, likewise, whose acquaintance with 
that country is most extensive, has, besides the official aid he could 
afford as a Director, given me many valuable suggestions My 
reseaiclies among the papers m Dublin Castle Iiaio been materially 
aided by Colonel Laicom, the Undei-Secietaiy, and Sn Bernard 
Burke, wlio have also obtamed for me information from other 
sources But it would be impossible foi me adequately to thank, 
or even to ennmeiate, all to whom I am mdebted for the materials 
necessary to the completion of my woilc, and I must theiefore 
content myself with a general but imperfect aclmowledgment of 
their various services, earnestly enti eating all who have in any 
way aided me, to believe that I most gratefully appreciate their 
courtesy and kindness 

I cannot, however, conclude without speaking of one, from 
whom I originally received encomagement to commence this 
work, by whose counsel and advice I have often profited during 
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its progress, and for whoso approbation I had hoped on the con 
elusion of my labours but tins hope has unhappily not been 
real 1 red, I alludo to the lato Lord Braybrooko, whoso death took 
place while tlioee sheets were going through tho pre«, and I aboil, 
I am euro, be forgiven for taking this occasion to express my 
sincere regard and attachment for ono with whom for upwards of 
thirty years I lrnvo been so nearly connected. 

CHARLES ROSS 

Lcndo*, July 1860 

Subsequently to printing the above, the Marquis of Lonsdowne 
discovered among the papers at Bo wood, gome additional letters 
oddroesod to his father by Lord Cornwallis. These were unmedi 
ately offered to me, and for this, and many other acts of kindness, 
I have to return him my sincere thanks. As the letters in question 
could not be inserted m their proper places, they have been prmted 
together at the end of the 8rd volume. 
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A nt.w Edition lm\ mg been vcr\ sudden h called for, I have not 
had tune to innlce such a reMsion of this woik, ns J should have 
wished I lme thciefoie been obliged to content myself with 
lusei tin" somo misplaced letteis in then propci places, correcting 
the cirors I lime discolored, and introducing ficsh mfoimntion 
into many of the Biographical Xotes Some \ ciy feu letteis have 
been added among them are one or two kindly supplied by flip 
Knight of Kcin, whose fnthei’s papers 1 had enoueously been led 
to believe had been destioyed I should add that owing to the 
rapidity with w Inch these sheets lm\o been punted, I have been 
compelled to trust to the prmter only for coi reeling the Ih ess 
I must once more express my wannest thanks to nil those who 
have so loudly affoided me their assistance, and without whose aid 
many moie deficiencies must have existed 


CHARLES BOSS 


London , April, 1859. 
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GLOSS ABY OF INDIAN TERjrS. 


Ab*a*st ertiaa. 

Abwab, Item, caaa. 

Adawlct, court of joallo* 

Adawutt Dtwjjrrr Soorrca, e±W drll 

AxawijrT JIaal, court of rmm>r. 
AdAWLCCT-H ixa*tjt Budtter, chief artmtnal 
COUrt- 

ALTCirOHA. a royal mnt. 

Auback, a rtrocg iptrlt. 

AuueeM an t^ent, ecrntnl«ion«r 
AcrXIL, • rrrrcae ofikar 
Aonuitt, * factory 

Batta, allowance to troopa. 

BAXAR, market. 

Bbsah, a maaaura of land — coe-thlrd of an 
acr*. 

BcoUM, a lady of rani, priiwa. 
Buimxuni, a matchlock idu, 
Bujaejue*, an Itinerant dalar In grain. 
BRAiricrx cea of th* rebgloua ordm of tb* 
lltodna. 

CAETUT90K, rfflap ngbtrar 
OXm/T, a llachas copper ootn, 

CUarx elaaa, a aodal distinction. 

Cimt, polka o outr an atatJcn. 
CnoownL bead man of a trade. 

ChtjUAM, lbZH mortar 

Caoor i a fcrorth of nrmm tmpoaed by 

OaotJTHj tha llarathai. 

CmnrDer ma u Chnadrfo. 

OntOAE, a proviso*, applied alao to th* chief 
final mneni. 

ftRnw*_ 100 lam — 10 mflliou*. 

Daeogah, haad of poBca. 

Dtwax fmaai-U] officer 

DtwAJorr caBmtioo of pihlJo nia nt 

Doolie, Uttar 

D*003 a fort, a hill fbrt. 

IrUBAiH, a native lnterpratar 
Doxbab, court, an d ienee . 
iXjrrcrcx CTwtom-paee, a permit. 

FCTWAH, dktnm af a Mofcammaian lew 
officer 

FoCTDAXnr criminal Jurisdiction. 
FotaKEUE, polke magistrate 
FcwiLT (year), tha barraat year rnlrna th* 
AO.byM3i 1858 - F*rii 12tV5. 


OnAtrr a landing-pleca a mountain-pan. 
Gold Hoots, a gold cola, raloa about 
thirty-two shilling*. 

Oojqc»hta, an again. 

Gdjoje or Guxj a atcao-bouae a mart, 
wpadaUy for rain, when a canpcbaj 
tax wa# often Wrkd by tba I w nl ntis r an 
whoa* land It was d lusted. 

Haut a fair a nan hat. 

UnWaaajjT a moeerogrr a rpy 
HDFrasoOD, rmt-rolL 

JaeDjld a gT*nt fcr maintenance. 

JACHrar, a mani far military errrio* 

J tnoi a, total income ce mwoa. 

Jnrotn, fcmat, a placa orermn with txshee, 
• Gdckrt. 

KsaAua, lax taUouk. 

Khai ii, exdwqoCT g onnan aat traaa mu or 
land. 

KaiX, apodal, noble 
Kueuaut dram of honour 

Knar or Ear rarmu* instalment. 
KiLDmAn, aanmandant of a feet, 

Lao or Late, 100 000 
I.a t r c, ■, exwnpt from tax or m e an s. 
LAJOiia, natira aailcra, tmt-pfldien, Ac. 
Loot phnaitr 

llAiapxiMT paym e nt of rerwo*. 
Waroroi*, bead of a rfflago. 

Jfoxaoox season, rainy w o n . 

MotJiavn, a llohantmnda* t v e rf w r a man 
of learning 

JIdMjcl, head cf a rillaffo. 


Kabori 

Kao J • d 'T°ty a Tkaray 
Naib Hah*, tha deputy gimnxr 
Naxe*, a gonracr a Tkaroy 
KlXAit, • gorrmcm Tk#roy 
h rxAVijt otmlnaJ admtnktntioc. 
KtiXeb, preamt from an tnlrrtor 


pAnrrr rice in tb# hnat 
PAOObA, Einda tempi*, *W> geld coin. 
PAOobAa, LAO OT 100 000 paged* ctJne, 
•boot 18,000/. 

PAEcaanr or Paxxuo, a druggist. 

Paxsa* a wat rhmm . 
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Patton, an athlete 

pERGUXJTATT, a province, division of a cola, 

PFrwANN'Aii, a pass, a passport 

PESHCUSII, tribute 

Pettau, town adjacent to a fort 

POLYGAH, petty chief in the Dahkiti 

PtiNDrr, a learned Brahmin 

Pvke, a foot-soldier, or militia man 

Raja or Rajait, Hindu pnnee 

Rakd.arry) f 5h ^ n - trn . nsit du > for 
Rhadary 1 keeping roads ,n ordcr > n P nss - 
{ iwrt 

Rissalas, a troop of horse 
Rupee, silver com, formerly exchanged at 
2s 6 d , now 2s 

Rupee, Arcot, Madras sih cr coin 
Rupee, Sicca, Bengal silver com 
Ra ot, peasant, cultn ator 
Rtotwar, tax or revenue levied on actual 
cultivators 

Sayer duties, miscellaneous duties and 
customs 

Sepoy, native soldier 
Suaster, Hindu Scriptures 


Sums, Mohammedans holding the Jvhalifs 
before All to be usurpers 
Shooka 1 , , ‘ 

Siiukua J n ro ^ lcttcr 
Sieyi R rANAAts, small silver Madras com 
Soomes, Mohammednns maintaining the pre- 
ference of the three first Khalifa to Ah 
SouitAH, a province, a viceroyalty 

Talook, an estate 
Taiookdar, holder of an estate 
Tfiisffldar, native collector of revenue 
Tfiisiildary si ttli aifnt, settlement of 
a collectorvtc. 

Topazzes (Coaitany of), native troops, 
especially Portuguese and linlf-castcs 

Vakeel, ambassador, agent 
Vizier, minister 

Zemindar, landboldei 

Zillaji, a province, the jurisdiction of a 
superior judge 

Zimmi, one living under security or pro- 
tection, especially an infidel enjoying tolera- 
tion under a Mohammedan government 
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COE, RE SPO NDE NCE 


OF 

MARQUIS CORNWALLIS. 


CHAPTEJ? I. 


Tlic Cornwallis fimih — Birth of Lord Brome — Enters the army — Goes to 
the Military Academy at Tunn — Description of academical life — Early 
semcc m Gcrannv — Elected MP for Eye — Succeeds to the earldom — 
Marriage — His conduct in Parliament — Opposes the scheme for taxing 
the American colonics — Attached hy Junius — Emhnrbs for America — 
Returns to Eugland — Death of Lady Cornu alhs — Resumes his command 
in America — K G , and Goaemor-Gcneral of India — Master-General of the 
Ordnance — Again Governor-General — Lord-Lieutenant and Commander-m- 
Clnef in Ireland — Negotiates the Peace of Amiens — A third time Governor- 
General — Hi s death at Glmopoor 

The family of Cormvallys, 01 Cornu aleys, for the name seems to 
hare been spelt either way, u as of some importance in Ireland m 
early times 1 A youngei son, Thomas, established himself m London, 
and was Sheriff of the City m 1378 He bought considerable estates 
m Suffolk, and lus son John added to them Brome, neai Eye, 
ulnch then became the principal family residence. Both John and 
Ins eldest son, Thomas, represented the county in Parliament , and 
several members of the family took, on various occasions, an active 
part in public affairs In 1553 Sir Thomas Cornwallis, 9th possessor 
of the estates, but only 6th in descent from Thomas, was greatly 
instrumental m suppressing the insurrection of Sir Thomas Wyatt 
Bor this service he was made a Privy Councillor and Treasurer of the 
Household , 2 but being a Roman Catholic, he was, on the accession 
of Queen Elizabeth, deprived of his office His grandson Frederick, 
created a baronet May 4, 1627, distinguished himself m the Civil 

« 

1 Walter Harvey, Clarenceax King-at- Arms, runs thus — “Who built Brome Hall? Sir 
m bis Visitation of the Comity of Suffolk in Thomas Cornwallis. How did he build it ? 
1561, says he saw Irish deeds of the family By selling of Calais ” Another — “Sn Thomas 
* dated m the reign of Edward HI Cornwallis, uhat got ye for Calais? Brome 

E He had also been Treasurer of Calais, as Hall, Brome Hall, as large os a palace.” The 
the governor of that town was called, and insmnation, however, must have been un- 
was suspected of having betrayed his post foundedyas he was recalled some months be- 
One of the lampoons written on this subject foie Calais was taken bv the Due de Gnise 
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Wars m support of Chari os I and foil owed his royal master 
Olmrloe IX to the Continent. If, os liaa been stated. Ins property 
was sequestrated, it was restored to him on his return from exile. 
At all events, the estate of Culford was not confiscated, os it was the 
property of his mother Jane Lady Cornwallis, 1 to whom it had been 
left by her second husband, Sir Nathaniel Bacon. On his mother s 
death, Sir Frederick removed from Brome to Culford Hall, near Bury 
St. Edmunds, which then became the usual abode of the family 

Sir Frederick was created Baron Cornwallis of Eye April 20 
1001 His grandson Charles, third lord, who 1b mentioned in the 
Memoirs of Gramm on t, married, first, Dec. 27 1673, Elizabeth 
daughter and after her brother s death Bole child, of Sir Stephen 
Fox by lus first wife. It has been always understood m the family 
that Sir Stephen had intended to leave his large fortune to his 
daughter or her children but she predeceased him, and he, being ' 
offended at some neglect on the part of her husband, at the advanced 
age of seventy six took a second wife, Christiana, daughter of the 
Bov Charles Hope, by whom he had two daughters and two sons, 
the latter ancestors respectively of the Earls of Bchester and of the 
Lords Holland, who inherited his estates. Like his father in-law, 
Lord Cornwallis also married a second time, May 16 1688 Anne 
Scott Duchess of Monmouth and Buccleuch, by whom he had 
several children who all died a p. but the Duchess left descendants 
by her first husband, Jamee Duke of Monmouth.* 

In the reign of William III. Lord Cornwallis was made Lord 
Lieutenant of Suffolk, and First Lord of the Admiralty His son 
Charles, fourth lord, after serving for several years m Flanders, was 
also appointed Lord Lieutenant of the county and successively 
Postmaster^General and Paymaster of the Farces. 

Charles, fifth lord, was Chief Justice m Eyre south of Trent, and 
afterwards Constable of the Tower He married, m 1722, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles, second Viscount Townahend, brother m law 
and for many years colleague, of Sir Bobert Walpole. 

1 She dan. f Haroole* llmntr*, b, thart&r* djaoadtd to be- jrmrrWn, th* *5- 
1680 <1. ll*y 8 lflMj m Irt, 1606, Sfcr owtnr of tlw jwwamt Dak* rfBoedmeh. I 
Wfflkm OxnWlte, 1LB that a widower 1743 th» attainder wa* rrrerwd a* to th* 
who ni knlghtnd In EtahQn Ang 6. 1690. Earidom of Docwmiter and th* tafiricr title*, 
fcr hk »T ik« anfaitt lb* Lrfjfc r*b*I* i and but th* JmWwj rf tb* Dckr*, onr whom aa 
2nd liny 1 lffl* Hr Kathaidri Bacon K.B., 3rd tn tlwt rank th* Itak* rf llonawnth woold 
TDongwt m of Hr Xlebocn Bacon of RaJ- ham had pracadau*, frnjtrtlad tb* n*« 
gr»T* IY*mI*r B«roo*t. llbeml tntmtioo* of Mhdftwm. 

Tb* Dnkwkm of Ucmnooth *nd tb* It b thk Dnab«M of Bocdvoeh twrfbr* whom 

other Eogfiib title* wm forMtal bj tb* Hr Walt*r Scott m m u u th* * L**t Mta- 
•ttaindcr of th* Bake, but th* Dukwdarn of rtrri to r*dt* hi* ikr | let tb* dnradw 
Roeclmch and *11 th* Scot c h title*, we portarwl ww* want t* iifiremt H»rrl*t, 
bj tb* Doch*** (tb* rcrru r c UtlT* wtf* *f Chari**, 4th Dok*. 
of tb* fiwdly of S*ott) In b«r own right, and 
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He "was made Earl Cornwallis 1 and Yiscount Brome, June 30, 
1753, and died June 23, 1762, having had four sons and five 
daughters, of whom tliree sons and three daughters survived him 
His sixth child, but eldest son, Yiscount Biome, of whose public 
life these pages are designed to preseive a record, was bom in 
Grosvenor Square, Dec. 31, 173S, and baptized at St George’s, 
Hanover Square, Jau. 15, 173^ Lord Brome went at an early age 
to Eton The exact year has not been ascertained ; but in an old 
Eton School list of Aug 26, 1754, his name stands fouith among 
the 6th form Oppidans. During Ins Eton career he received, while 
playing at hockey, a blow on the eye, w Inch produced a sbght but 
permanent obliquity of vision The boy who accidentally caused 
tins injury was Sliute Bauington, afterwards the highly esteemed 
Bishop of Durham 1 Many biograplncal dictionaries state, that on 
leaving Eton, Lord Brome was entered at St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge ; but the Bev Dr Tatham, the late Master, who, at the 
request of the editoi, kindly searched the college books, ascertained 
that his name does not appear m them. 

Before he attained the age of eighteen Loid Brome had chosen 
the army as Ins profession. His first commission, as ensign in the 
First Guards, now r the Grenadieis, bears date Dec 8, 1756. 

His other commissions were — 


A D C to Lord Granby 
Captain 85tli Foot 

Lieut -Colonel 12th Foot 
ADC to the King 
Colonel 33rd Regiment 
Constable of the Tower 

Major-General 
Lieut -General in America 
Lieut -General 

Re-appointed Constable of the Tower 
General 

Master-General of the Ordnance 

Lord Cornwallis was, besides, 


August, 1758. 

August 5, 1759 (A new regiment raised 
by J Crauford, Esq ) 

May 1, 1761. 

August 2, 1765 
March 21, 1766 

December 8, 1770 (Resigned Feb. 10, 
1784 ) 

September 29, 1775. 

January 1, 1776 
August 29, 1777 
* Nov 16, 1784 
October 12, 1793 

February 13, 1795 (Resigned Juno 16, 
1801 ) 


Commander-in-Ohief in India from September 12, 1786, to October 28, 1793 
„ „ „ again from March 20 to Oct 5, 1806. 

,, „ Ireland from June 13, 1798, to March 17, 1801 


1 Hon Shiite Barrington, son of John, 1st 2nd, June 20, 1770, Jane, dan of Sir John 

Viscount Barrington, b May 26, 1734, d Guise, Bart. Consecrated Bishop of LlandafF, 

March 25, 1826 , m 1st, Feb 2, 1761, Diana, Oct 4, 1769, translated to Salisbury July, 

dau of Charles, 2nd Dnfce of St Albans, 1782, and to Durham July, 1791 

B 2 
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Anxious to fit himself for the profession he 1m A adopted, ho 
applied for leave to go to some foreign academy where alone it was 
then possible to acquire military knowledge. The following reply 
from the Duke of Cumberland, 1 then Captain-General, is copied 
pimctaUm from the original — 

My Lord ConKWAlHS Donktmn, JqI^ j* l»t 1757 

I had not time before to answer your letter concerning Lord 
Broome I have no doubt but the King will immediately permit him 
to go abroad which is if properly attended to very usefoll to our 
yopng country men tbo I must do Ld. Broome the justice to say 
he has lees of our home education than most young men if yon 
will desire the Secretary of Warr to get TTiw Majesty's licence it 
will be done immediately 

I remain your very affectionate friend 

William 

The desired permission having lieen obtained, Lord Brome left 
England, and acoompamod by a Pruanan officer Captame da 
Bogin n, travelled for some tame on the Continent, before establishing 
hims elf at Turin, where he was entered at the Military Academy 
then held in high estimation. 

The following letter from M. de Bogum to Lord Cornwallis gives 
an interesting description of the manner and mode of academical 
life at that period — 

To the Rt Hoh Earl Corbwallis, nr Hru. Struct Berkelet 
Square, Lokdres. 

MlLLOKD Turin, 1* 53— Jot' 1758. 

J’ eras LTionneur de vouu eeenre conjomtement aveo Mil lord 
fl y a qnelques joura p 1 voua aprendre notre Henreuae anv6e icy et 
le daseein Hnna lequ el il etort d entrer h Lacademie ce qne nous 
n avona pent mettre en execution qg apres avoir <5td present 4 an Boy* 
et h Toutte la famille Royalle ce qm prend tonjonra quelqne terns 
a cause dn Ceremonial. Mil lord come fils de Parr d Angleterre it en 
audience de 8 M u *' dans son cahmet ce qui ne se pratique pea pour 
d u utros il en a 4te accetrilii tree graaeusement de memo qne de L A. 
It 0 * Princes et Princesses qui ont aussi en la bontA de se souvenir 
de moy come d nn ancien offlener cy dev 4 au service du Boy 

1 WmWm Dokt of CmsbadWad, m of tin* Jemo*, du. of L«nd£T*T* «f 

O«org» b. April IS, 1721 d. Oct. 31 Hem* Ehttottij 3nl, April 1. 1737 Eh=»- 
17M. both Theiwe, iko. of Leopold, Doc d* Ijy 

Ctmif* Emannd ED KT*j «f S*nHnit, rrnlo*. H **tnrood th* r«iaa of forwniiwf 
K April 27 1701 d.F* *j 1773 1 “• lit, oc the rolgntuy ■ b d feit kfc, S*pt-3 1730 of 
r*b. 16 1722 Ann* Chifctlno, <Ua. rf t h* hk fittber V^tor Amodtui IL 
Doe d* hoc bom | j 2nd, J«Ijr 2 178+ Chji»- 
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Nous firncs notre entree A Lacndemie le 20 mo de ce mois 
J’etois un nncieime coimoissance du Cbevalber de Yille gouvemem 
de Lncadenue, avec lequel favois dtdfait pnsomei la guene passee 
et. je conoissois beau coup le Cbevalhcr de IMaltlie M de Ciavette 
le sous Gom erneiu avec lequel j’avais etc de guarnison , ces M rB 
se sont empresses de fane niilles pobtesses A Milloid et l’on asseurd 
qu’ils cbercbeioient touttes les occasions de Lobbgei 

Lacadenne est srn un fort bon Pied Le Eoy ne vent pas 
peimettre qu’il si couictte le momdie desoidie et les academiciens 
sont obliges de se trouver aux Exercices Le logem* y est passable 
la Table y est fort bonne etl’on mange tous ensemble avec le Gouver- 
neui et sous Gouverneur avec beaucoup d’ordre et de descence L’on 
dine it Midy et un quart cepand 1 avec apetit a cause des exeicices 
A 7 liedres du matm il y a salle de dance publique 
A 8 beures Millord a son maitre de Langue Abemande 
A 9 beures le manege tous les jours excepte le Jeudy il dure 
j deques a 11 beures 

A 11 beures Maitre d’ Amies particul cr p r ]\IiUord. 

A 3 beures apres midy, Maitre de Matbematiques et Fortifica- 
tions paiticullier 

a 5 beures Lecons de dances particulberes 
Ensuitte quelques visittes, L’Operff, et le souper 
Le Jeudy et le Dimancbe Ton va a la corn , les autres Jem's les 
Academiciens ne sortent pomt le mattin pouvant vemr a Table en 
desabilbe 

Nous seions obligd de payer come tousles auties les premieis 6 
mois de Pansion p r Table Logem 1 Manege et les maitres , mais avec 
cette Reserve que si nous ny fbnssons pas le terns, L’on nous en tien 
eonte une autre fois a notre Retour sans payer de nouveau Je vous 
enveray Millord copie du eonte detaille que l’on me lemettia, 
L’Ecuyer du Manege a ete fort content de Mdlord de meme que 
le Maitre de Dance qm le trouve en etat de dancei a la Corn 13s 
esperent l’un et lautre qu’il fera beaucoup de progres dans peu 
veu ses bonnes dispositions J’espere qu’il en fera de meme p r les 
autres maitres mais il seroit A soubetter p r L’avantage et le bien de 
Millord qu’il puisse faire un certain sejour icy et cela dependra 
beaucoup des lettres que luy escrira le Colonel Boyd, 1 qm est aupres 
de S A S le Due Ferdmand 2 A L’armee qu’il a pne de l’lnformer 


1 Colonel, afterwards General, Sir Robert 
Boyd, K B , Colonel 39 th regt , originally 
rose from the ranks, d April 28, 1794 He 
was second in command at Gibraltar under 
Lord Heathfield 

2 Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, a younger 


son of Ferdinand Duke of Brunswick, b Jan 
11, 1721, d July 8, 1792, the very day on 
wluch his nephew (the i-eigmng Duke) left 
Brunswick to take the command of the army 
destined for the invasion of France •» 
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dee mouvemts do 1 annie lorsqu elle se ramettra on campagne Je 
vons dis cecy on confidence p 1, prendre tos meaurca cooBequen 
ment de memo qne lidde on sont lee Colonels Durand, et Boyd qm 
m ent ont pnrl6 qu fl sorort A eonlietter qne Millord fat placi la cam 
pagne Prooliaino aillenn! qn anpree do Millord Gremby, 1 par ce qne 
c eat uno bonne matson on 1 on boit trop, et plus qne dans tontte antre 
on soviet an veil do tontte L anneeet fleet a craindre qnonne prenne 
nn pen trop cotte bonne Habitude et qne cola ne peusse nuiro & la 
santd de Millord qm aren't deja p ns qnil yetoit qnelqnes petr ta 
eaigncm 4 * de nes qni n ont pas en de suitte ce qn fl avoit deffendn i 
son domeatiqne de me dire et dont je 1 ay bien grondi. 

«F ay pns la Libert i de dire amicallemt tont cecy k MiDord come 
amis £1 a pns fort bien la chose et est convene qne jVvois raison. 

*J’ay crfi do man devoir et en conscience etre obligd de vons dormer 
part de tont cecy oepend* sons le aceau dn secret grace qua j*eapere 
quo vons ne mo rofasoree pas yell lea consequences, et ne m en force 
pas mention dans yoe lettree qne je Iny montre touttes. Millard se 
porte a merreille icy mene nne vie des pins regimes et dee plus sages 
oe qne font auiei tons lea academia ens Bans distinction. 

II yoit dans los Assemblies tons lee jonre jouer an Fharaon sans 
qn il nouB prenne k 1 un et k Lantre la momdre enno do jouer II 
k memo de Le version pourtO Jen ozoeptd quelque potitte partw do 
comerce qu fl fait quand L occasion s en presente par complaisance 
p r lea dames. Millord a recn anjonrdbuy nne lettre dn 27 du 
paasi de Millady qn fl aasenre conjomtement avec vons de memo 
qne moy de sea obeissances tree Humbles sans oublier le rests de 
La famifle. La lettre de M son frere lay k fait bien plaisrr Nous 
attendons avec impatience d en avoir des votres bien tot. J* ay l’hon 
near d etre trea respectoeruaemt 

Yotre tree humble et tree obeisBant et devoui sorvitear 

H. G Dn Bootjot Capitafne. 

Malgre tonttee lea raisons qne j*ay en Lhon de vons dne si 
Millord Grenby notae Millard eon aide de camp effectrf en caa qn fl 
fat L Gen 1 je ne aaia com ent il potrroit le refuser refl tonttee lea 
marques d attaobmt de bonti, et d amitii qu fl a en p 1- Iuy * 

On leaving Turin, Lord Brome and his companion visited several 
of the German courts, on their way to Geneva, where theyreoerved 

-Win Gr*nbr am of John, 3rd the Ordrwnc* Sept. 15, 1768 to M*j 11 17B3) 

Dnk* of Rntltid, b. Jim. 1, l'"20 d. t p. Oct. then llwter-OeoemI t£D hi* d*«th j Coo- 
19 1"70 I a. Sept. 3, 172-6 Franc*, dm. of ntfffldavbi-Chkf ftocn 17M, t« Jii.1789 
ClwrW*, Cth DaA« Botr.crW'C JLP fordnir * Tho l*ttcr i* writbn, •» wffl b* at«B bi 
than Dec. 1711 to 17W md tb«i for Co tndU omt French *nd th« ■pdQoff b rrry 
WUjb Cwmty till kk d«th ) Lirnt_-Oawr»l of Oo« or two word* in 
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mtelhgcnce that a Butish m inverts collecting m Geunniiy Loul 
Biome at once dolcimmcil to join the army, without waiting for 
orders, or even asking foi leni o The following lettei gives a slioi t 
account of his proceedings on this occasion, 

Yis.ou.Nr Bloml to Thomas Townshimi, Esq' 

Dear THOMMY, Dulmcn Camp,* Sept 2,1758 

I received yours jesteiday, and am very glad to hear that 
the Foudroyant 3 and Orphcc are taken. If )ou can couture any 
method of sending 5 our letters, so that they should not bo quite lorn 
months on the load, I tlnnk we cannot do better than agree on a 
correspondence As an account of m)self will be much more e\tra- 
ordmary than any news I can send 3011, I shall give it you first. 
Our 5 0) age began 5ery prospciously , and baling passed through 
man)* of the German courts, and 5 cry often talked over the battle 
of Campo Santo/ and the excellent discipline of the “Beg de feu 
mon oncle,” we armed at Genein. I there first heard of the expe- 
dition; and 55 hen I saw* that tlieGuaids weie ordcied, I immediatel) r 
ordered the horses, d — d Switzerland for hai'ing no posts through it, 
and made the best of m) r wa) r to the Isle of Wight At Cologne 
I found I was too late Only imagine having set out without leave, 
come t5vo hundred leagues, and my legiment gone without me I I 
55Tote imm ediate!) 7 to buy father, and represented all tins m the 
strongest light, and told him that, if he did not find out some sei 5ice 
for me, I could never expect any promotion as long as I stayed m the 
army The express ordeis of the Bing, and, as I then thought, 
Pnnce Ferdinand’s resolution not to take any (volunteers), gave me 
but httle encouragement I resolved ko5\ evei to try, and 5vas re- 
ceived m the kindest manner I had been heie about six iveeks as 
a volunteer 5vhen the English, joined us, and have since that been 
appointed aide-de-camp to your fuend Granby 

I beg 5vlien Harry 5 comes home, coveied 5vith laurels and the 

1 Thomas, eldest son of tho Hon Thomas of 64 guns, part of the Marquis du Qnesne’s 
Townshend, created Lord Sydney March 6, squadron, were taken, April 28, by the ‘Mon- 
1783, and made a 5Tscount June 9, 1789 , b mouth’ and * Revenge.’ two ships of inferior 
Feb 24, 1723, d June 13, 1800, m May 19, force, bclongmg to Admiral Osborne’s fleet 
1762, Elizabeth, dau and coheir of Richard 4 A town in the duchy of Modena A 
Powys, Esq , of Hentlesham MP foi Whit- battle was fought there Feb 3, 1743, be- 
chorch from Nov 1762, till he became a tween the Austrians and Spaniards, and the 
Peer, a Lord of the Treasury from July, latter had the advantage 
1765, to Dec 1767 , Pnym os ter- General Dec 5 Henry Townshend, Captain and Lieut - 

1767 , then Secretary -at- 5Var March to July, Colonel 1st Guards, tlurd son of the Hon 
1782, then Secretary of State to April, 1783, Thomas Townshend , b Sept 26, 1736, killed 
and again from Dec. 1783 to June, 1789 , June 24, 1762, in action at Wilhelmstadt 
and then Chief Justice in Eyre till his death He had been wounded at Minden M P> foi 
* Dulmen, a town m Westphalia, about Eye from Apnl, 1758, to Jan 1760, and 
20 miles from Munster from Nov 1761, till his death 

8 The ‘ Foudroyant,’ of 80, and ‘ Orphee,’ 
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spoils of Oherburg 1 * you will assure him of my sincere joy at hi a 
succeeding Hardinge, a a I hare never known where to find him 
since I have heard of it. It is a thing I have long thought of and 
wished for You will expect to hear something from us. Our mam 
army is encamped near Lulmen. The Hereditary Prince 1 m with 
an advanced corps at Haltem.* The French are encamped m several 
separate bodies on the other side the Lippe and though our poets 
are within thirty yards of theirs, I don t thmk we hIiaH be able yet 
to attack them, as tho Lippe is not fordable m many pl giyw. Granby 
is very well, and gives lus compliments to you. I beg mine to 
Mr Townshend 4 and all other friends. 

I am most sincerely and affectionately yours, 

Beojie. 

Lord Brome continued for some time on Lord Granby’s staff, 
and was of courso present at the various actions, mnlnrifag IWmden, 
m winch hi a general was engaged. But he returned to England 
on being promoted into the 86th regiment, and does not appear to 
have gone back to Germany till June 26 1761 when he wont to 
take the command of the 12th regiment aa lient. -colonel. A very 
few days after his joining the army the French, under the Prince 
de Soubise * and the Mar&ihal de Broglie • drove m the British 
outposts near Kirch Donkem. T On the 16th of July Lord Brome 
was ordered to support the pickets , and on that and the ensuing 
day a severe action took place, which terminated m the total defeat 
of the French, whose loss was estimated at 5000 men, besides 6 


1 tJjwbnrg m tikrn on the 8th of 
Aurmt. 

* NayJww of Prinoa Fffldhanrt, and hd of 
Cbaalea, Duka of Brouawkfc, whom ha aoo- 
oaaded Uaich J0 1780 j b. Oct. 0 1733, A *1 
Altoaa her 10 1806 of wtwmd* reealrad hi 
tha battla of Jena Oct 14 jieeedinf tn. Jan. 
17 1784 Prtncaaa Anguata, ahter of Omtii 
ITT. Ha tfcnraoW the Proaalan arm/ in 
1781. H aatWvtirr opknatkai fata arer 
bc« rirm of hla conduct in that campaign, 
or of nia anddm rctraal from Franca. 

* A thH town In WaatpheBa, °0 mllaa 
from Manat* naar tba IJppe, a rirer which 
Mi into tha Rhk« abort Wtael. 

lion. Tbomaa Townahend, 2nd am of 
Chaiir* 2nd YBewrnt Town»h«»d, and trother 
of Elinbcth, wita of Chariaa !*t Earl Corn- 
wall b, Jana 2, 1701 A it y 11 1790t 
m_ May 2 1730 Aibfcda, dan of Colonel 
Setwyn of llatano. to wbuaa aatatra aha lw 
aola hrlr caj tha death af bar brother 
tha wtH -known Omega Salwyn ; 1LP tar 
Wlucbehew 1723 to 1737 ai>! than for Cam- 
brWja UnlTTnity t 1T74 


1 Tha Prince da SonUaa, b. Jal/ 10, 1716, 
A July 4 1787 m. Ik, Dec. 29 1"34 
Mad 3 da BociUoc dan. f tha Qrand Gbanv 
baDan da Fnnoa; 2nd, bar 8 1 41 Ana* 
There* a. dan. cf Vfctar Imadaot, Prfocw de 
Carigiwn } 3rd. Dec. it 1746 Prfaeeaae 
ChriathM de H«aa Rhalnfidt. Tha prinoa wu 
a bad (poarml, *nd owed hla belnj employed 
to hi* intanat with the King rnktreaii, 
emedaDy Madama de Pompadour He eern- 
at tha battle of B n a rt fa. 
godbtea aprta aaa *ra»lf axplkt* 

Peal battr an Palal* oat aa tnl catoa infer* 1 
Ik fcuao a hd fcwraU ta beta. 

R chaean 1*1 J«U» aoa ji*n«- 
• Victor Frangob Doc da Broglie, b. Oct. 
18 1718, A Marti 80, 1804 j m. lrt. May 
9 1734, Mark A to*, A of Oaada Thorn** 
Dobot* de ViBtrai 2nd. April 11 175* 
Loaiaa Aagt af faia, a. af Loot* A totaa, Baron 
da Thian. Mada a Manhal t the aariy O 
of 44. Ha Wa* recalled awl diagram! ki «*>- 
•eqaeoca of tba low of thla aerion. 

> Kirch Doukttn, riEips new VaDli*S 
b*n^i, about 7 oQai \ W of ,J ea»t, 
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pair of colours and 12 guns. The casualties of the allies weie 
301 killed, 1011 wounded, and 192 missing. The 12th, which wus 
much distinguished, lost 1 officei and 20 rank and file lulled, 
1 officer and 50 rank and file wounded, and 27 rank and file 
missing Tlus legiment was during the rcmaindei of the cam- 
paign repeatedly engaged m minor actions m Hesse and the 
bishopric of Paderborn, until it went mto winter quarters m the 
bishopric of Osnnbuigh. 

Early in 17G2 the British aimy agam took the field On the 
24tli June they surprised the French at Grcobenstem, 1 and ciossed 
the Dymel 2 at Leibenau 3 4 The enemy retreated towards Cassel , 
but one division, which had been left m the woods of Wilhelmstadt, 
w as neaily annihilated In this affnn, the 12th w ere warmly engaged, 
and also m another on the 23rd of J uly, when they tb owe the Saxons, 
under Prince Xavier of SaxonjV* from Lutteiberg, 5 and captured 13 
guns They subsequently formed paid of the corps w Inch acted on 
the Ohn and the Latin, 6 and was afterwaids employed m covering the 
siege of Cassel 

During this time Lord Biome, who came of age Dec 31, 1759, 
was, m Jan. 1760, elected member for Eye, Col Henry Towns- 
hend having vacated the seat He continued to represent that 
borough until he succeeded to the earldom, June 23, 1762, 
and m the November following he took his seat in the House of 
Lords 

It does not appear that Lord Comwmlhs returned to Germany, 
where the British army had ceased to carry on active opeiataons, 
but he continued to perform Ins military duties at home He 
retamed the command of the 12th till August, 1765 (when he was 
appointed Aide-de-Camp to the King), and geneially accompanied 
his regiment m their country quaiters, a practice which he followed 
after he w T as made Colonel of the 33rd m March, 1766 He w 7 as m 
Scotland m 1765, then at Derby, Gloucester, and othei places m 
England, once at Gibraltar, and once m Dubkn On the 14th of 
July, 1768, he married Jemima 7 Tuleken, daughter of Colonel 


1 A Tillage about 4 miles N of Whlhelm- 
stadt, which is 8 miles to the N of Cassel, the 
capital of Hesse 

2 A river which rises in W r aldeck, passes 
by Warburg, and falls mto the AVesel at 
Karlshafen m Hesse Cassel 

3 A town of Hesse Cassel, situated on an 
island m the Dymel or Diemel, 30 miles W 
of Gottingen 

4 Pnnce Xavier de Saxe, b Aug 25, 1730, 

d June 21, 1806 He was son of Fiederick 

Augustus II , King of Poland and Elector of 


Saxony, of -which country he was Regent 
during the minority of his nephew 

6 Lutterherg, in Hanover, district of Got- 
tingen, 3 miles S S W of Munden, on the 
banks of the Oder 

® Two small rivers m Hesse The Lahn 
rises in Westphalia, passes by Ems, and joins 
the Rhine near Coblentz The Ohn falls into 
the Lahn near Marburg 

7 Lady Cornwallis was bom Sept 1747, 
d Feb 13, 1779 
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James Jcmee. 1 By her lie Juul two children, Mary * and Charles 
Viscount 1 Brome. 

Lord Cornwallis did not for several years take any active part m 
politics , but he scorns to have voted usually in the House of Lords 
with Lords Shelburne 4 and Tomple, 1 and the only protest he ever 
signed, was one drawn up by the latter Nor 29, 1703, against 
agreeing to a reeolntaon brought up from the House of Commons, 
* That the privilege of Parliament does not extend to cases of eedi 
tious libel. 4 In the same year he strongly opposed the Cyder and 
Perry BflV winch had given rise to violent discussions. 

On the change of Government in 1705 Lord Cornwallis was 
mado a Lord of the Bedchamber, 1 dnd on Nov 8 following he 
officiated as assistant to the Duke of Grafton, 1 chief mourner at 
the funeral of the Duke of Cumberland, who died on the 81st of 
October From Doc. 23, 1700 to Feb. 19 1709 he was Chief 
Justice m Eyre South of Trent, and Vice-Treasurer of Ireland 10 
from Feb 27, 1709 to May 6 177L 

1 CkpUta and TlocrL-ColorW 3rd Foot hum nil* ha* been followed In aJinJkr ctw 
Gnarde, d. about 1758 HI* mother wm a throughout thfa w o rk. And aim If an in- 
dan. of Oaoenl Tnlektn, a Dutch officer who frricr till* n< frantod to an calling peer hla 
ram* to England with WQfam ILL anonaax In tit tltla has ba® eallad tha 

* I^dj Mary b Jon* 38, 1769 d. Mar 28, armed, althocgh the original grant® h*d oarer 
1857 t m. Nor 1785 Mari Sngletm, Eaq., na*d it. 

then an enaign in the let Guarda. * ThU rwolutioo wm directed against 

1 AfUrwarda tad aad Ia*t Marqnfa Cam- Wflkm (than protarfad by Lord Tanrrje), 
waJlb ( b. Oct. 19 1774, <L Aur. 9 1853, who, whan proaeouted tor a aaditinua libel, 
without any male lame ; m. April 17 1797 pleaded 1’ririlog* cf Pari tamo L Tha proWat 
Lcwifaa, dan. cf Alexander 4 th Doka of Gordon. wm airned by 17 pare*. 

4 WiUkm, 3rd Eari of Ehrttama, K.G 1 The principal opponanta of thfa UII were 
mad* Uarqai* af Lanadowne Nor 80 1784 j the IXikte of Gr»fbo and Bollm, Lord* 
b. May 2 1737 (L May 7 1005 | m. 1st, Roddngbam and Templa. The numben* ww* 
Feb S 1785, Sophia, dau. of John, lat Eari 83 to 40 It fa the fiot tnriance of tha 
Grmrill* t 2nd, July 16 1779 Loofaa, dan. poeia dl riding agalnat mtmay bDL 
of John, lat Eari o( Upper Owery In early 1 It fa not known bow long Lard Ccm- 
Lt£* be wm In tha Guard*, and aa * re d coder walQ* held thfa offioe, aa the paper* ol tha 
I’rinca Ferdinand la Germany wbera hfa tnti- Lead Chamberlain deynrtnycit of that ptriod 
ucy with Lord Oonrwallfa began, and ba worn destroyed wbw a faig* pcrtfcc of bL 
diad the aeniur geowal to the army Prari- Jame* a I 'afar* wit tarmt, Jan. 22, 1809 and 
dent of tha Bond of Trada from April to thoM awwtntmanta ware tha not gazathtL 
8*pt- 1753 ) Baaa tary of State Aug. 1768 to In tha Loodrc Mapatne of 1785 ba fa 
Not 1788, and again flam March to July to bar* dad by* 1 ft, bat K fa belfared h# held 
1782] than First Lord f tha Tiimiii j to April, it fcr abort time — cartalnly not baytaad 
1788 j UP for Wymenba in England and Deo. 1788 

fcr the eoanty of Kerry tn Inland from May • Angaria* Henry 3rd Duka of Grafton, 
1780. t£D babeeam* peer May 14, 1781 K.O., b. Sept. 28 1735, d. Mirth 14 181 1 j 

» Richard, 2nd Earl Tempi a, KjQ^ b. Sept. m. lit, Jan. 29 1758, Anna, dan and »o)» 
28 1711 d. Sept. 11 1779; m, May 9 heir of Henry only Lord Raieueaiath of 
1737 Anaa, dan. of TTwrnae Chamber*, taq ibat oaatioe; 2nd Jena 24 1769 Elixabetis, 
of Hanworth. Flrat Lord of tfa* A dm iralty daa.of the Rrr Sir Richard W rottealay BarL| 
from Not 1756, to April, 1757 i Priry Seal Secretary of State July 1785, to May 1778 J 
Jana, 1757 to Oct. 1781 ML* fcr tha then Fbat Lord of tbe Traamry to Feb. 1770 
town or eoanty of BucAingham fr o m Jan. Priry Seal Sroen June 1771 to Nor 1778 
1735, tm b# became pear Oct 8 1752 and freen Man*. 1732, to April, 1783; MJ 1 
Lord Twnpl mother na treated Coantea* fcr Bary St. Edmund* from 1758, till b* 
Tuple, mad tbtra fc e a, thoogfa the firat ta bear anccaaded to the dukadeen. May 8 1757 
the title af J5n4,h* fa calfad tha 2nd Eari. Tb* * The duti* of thfa office were tmeated by 
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The scheme of taxing the American colonies w as one to which 
Lord Cornwallis was strongly opposed, and against winch, notwith- 
standing the offices lie held, he uniformly i oted The early mea- 
sures proposed by Atr. Gienville 1 had passed with little difficulty — 
m the House of Lords without even a division , but when Loid 
Rockingham 2 proposed to lepeal the Stamp Duties, the friends of 
the preceding Ministry ofleied a strenuous resistance, although in 
order to maintain the principle of English Supremacy he intro- 
duced the well known Declaratory Bill. Consideung the im- 
portance of the subject, the speed with wliich this Bill passed 
through the House of Commons is very remaikable Mr Pitt, 3 
indeed, though professing himself not satisfied with it, w T aived all 
opposition. Eight days sufficed for the different stages the reso- 
lution on which the Bill was founded was leported Feb. 24, 1766, 
and it w as passed March 4. In the House of Lords its progress 
was quite as rapid, bemg lead a first time on the 5th of March, 
and a third time on the 13th The number of Peers piesent on 
every stage (among whom Lord Cornwallis was alw r ays found) was 
very large — from 97 to 136/ 

Lord Cornwallis was also present on almost every other question 
connected with America, such as the Massachusetts Bill, the Boston 
Port Bill, &c against these he probably divided, but as no 
lists have been preserved, individual votes cannot be positively 
ascertained. 

In contemporary memoirs, Lord Cornwallis is seldom mentioned, 
and even in the gossip of Horace Walpole, his name occurs but 


deputy, but for that purpose it was necessary, 
on every fresh appointment, to obtain an Act 
of Parliament, which was always introduced 
in the House of Lords on a petition from the 
person so appointed 

1 .Right Hon George Grenville, h Oct 14, 
1712, d Nov 13, 1770 , m May 1G, 1749, 
Elizabeth, dau of Sir William Wyndham, 
Bart During a long political life he held 
the various offices of Lord of Trade, Lord of 
the Admiralty, Lord of the Treasury, Trea- 
surer of the Navy, Secretary of State, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, and First Lord of the 
Treasury M P for the borough of Bucking- 
ham from Dec 1741, till his death 

3 Charles, 2nd and last Marquis of Rock- 
ingham, b May 13, 1730, d July 1, 1782, 
m Feb 26, 1752, Mary, dau and heir of 
Thomas Bright, Esq , of Badsworth Lord 
of the Bedchamber from Oct. 1760, to April 
23, 1763 , First Lord of the Treasury from 
July, 1765, to Aug 1766, and again from 
March, 1782, till the following July 

5 Right Hon William Pitt, b Nov 15, 


1708, d May 11, 1778, m Oct 16, 1754, 
Hester, sister of the Right Hon George Gren- 
ville Created Earl of Chatham July 30, 
1766 He successively held the offices of 
Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, Paymaster-General, 
Secretary of State and Pnvy Seal, when he 
was also Prime Minister, the last instance of 
such power bemg possessed by any but the 
First Lord of the Treasury M P for Old 
Sarum, Seaford, Aldborough, Okehampton, 
and Bath, from Jan 1735 till he was made a 
peer 

4 Lord Camden had taken a division, Feb 
10, against the resolution asserting the right 
of taxation He was supported only by Lord 
Cornwallis and three other Peers, said by 
Lord Mahon to have been Lords Shelburne, 
Poulett, and Tomngton In the ‘ Gentle- 
man’s Magazine’ of 1781 (p 202) Lord Tan- 
kernlle’s name is substituted for that of 
Lord Poulett , but this is probably erroneous, 
as it appears from the Journals that Lord 
Tankemlle was not present that night 
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once or twice. He was, however, the subject of the following 
violent philippic from Jtmius, in a letter dated March 5 1770 
signed Domitifin ” one of Ina numerous psoudonymee - — “ 3Iy 
sincere compassion for Lord Cornwallis arises not bo much from his 
quality, as from his time of life. A young man by his spirited 
conduct may atono for the deficiencies of Ins understanding 
Where was the memory of tins noble Lord, or what kind of m 
tellect must ho possess, when he resigns his place, yet continues m 
the support of admnuatra&OD makes a parade of attending Lord 
North s levee, 1 * * and payB a publio horn ago to the Deputy of .Lord 
Bute?* Where is now his attachment, where are now his profes- 
sions to Lord Chatham, his seal for the Whig mtereet of England, 
and his detestation of Lord Bote, the Bedfords, and the Tones? 
Since the tune at which these were the only topics of his conrer 
Ration, I presume he has shifted his company as well as his opi 
mons. 'Will he tell the world to which of his nnolea,* or to what 
friend— to Philhpson 4 or a Tory Lord — he owes the ail nee which 
has directed his conduct? I will not press him further The 
young man lias taken a wise resolution at last for he m retiring 
into a voluntary banishment in hopes of recovering the rain of his 
reputation.” 

Zt is impossible to explain this letter 1/xrd Cornw all m was at 
that tune "Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, and continued to hold the 
office for another year Nor is there the slightest trace of his ever 
having entertained the idea of voluntary banishment” from the 
world, or even from publio life. In fact, he was present m the 
House of Lards aa frequently as m former years, though his absence 
from London on account of regimental duties, interfered with a 


1 Frederick, Lord North. K.G . aftrrward*, 
Ang 4 1790 2nd Eari of G of] ford, b. April 

12 1782, <L An* 1793, m Mbt SO 

1766 Anno, dm. rad hdr of Gwrrga Spot*, 
E*q of Whit* Laekjnjtm. A Lord of tb* 
Tttmojj June, 1769 to Jnlr 1786, then 
mcoeaairely PaymartaMJenaral, Chancellor of 
thi Eieh*qo«r and Fire* Lord of tb* Treararf 
from Doc, 1766 to March, 1702 Secretary 
of State from April to HVs. 1 83 j ChanceOcr 
of Oxford, Oet. 5,1 77 3 1 W.P far Banbtrr-T from 
Not- 17M till b* PKO«d*d to tb* earldom. 

• John, 3rd Eari f Bet. ELG b. May 
26 1718, d. Hard. 10 1792 j m. Am 14 , 
1788, Mary only dan. and hdr f Eihram 
Wortier Uootagn, Eaq of WortUy Secre- 
tary of State from March, 1761 t May 
1762, and then FI ret Lord af th* Tr—my to 
April, 1763. H bad b*ee Groom *f tb* Stol* 
t Geor^a III whirl Print* f Vale'S and bald 
tb* HIM office In hi* bomrinhi wt*» hmj. 


* Edward, no f Cborlr* 4th Lord Ccro- 
waUla, a General, Colonel 24th lterimmt, and 
Gorwoor of Nora Scotia from 1749 to 1762, 
and of Gibraltar from March, 1702, till hi* 
death j h. Frit 22 1718 d. Jan. 14 1776 1 m. 
March 17 1763 Mary dao. of Cbariea, 2nd 
Vlaarart Tcnnubmd ; MJ* for Ey* 1743 to 
April, 1749 and for V eatmlnatar flem Jan. 
1763 to March, 176^ 

FrederirA, tain hrotbar with Edward, 
Bkbop of UchiUd and CoreoLry Feb. 18 
1760 and Arthhfchop of Oanterhary Any 15, 
1768 j <L March 19 1783; m. F*h- 8 1769 
Carol***, dan. of Hon. Wllthm Townabmd, 
3rd *oo of Chari**, 2»d Vfoeorai T wnaheni 

1 Jbchard Barton PhDUpme, aCerwanli a 
Genoa] and Colonel 3rd iSacoon Gnarda, 
d. Anj 18 1762 ; mnnodid ; M P for Ey» 
from Not 176* t* Mareh, 176S, and fiaO 
April, 1770 till hk death. 
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regular attendance in Parliament. Put it i* equally difficult to 
undoiMund why he wa* allowed to retain oflke. when nil Ins \oles 
on Ameriean questions wore nd\ or-o t« the well-known wishes of 
the King. Xot onlv did he hold a oiul office of oonsidorahlo emo- 
lument, hut m Pee 1770 he was made Constable of the 'Power, a 
nulitun appointment towlnoh at that time neilhei Ins rank in the 
arm), nor his ser\ ice> m the field, gn^ lnm any stum" claim 

When the war with America broke out. Lord Cornwallis was 
ordered to take the command of one dm’sion of the Hrilish arm), 
and. notwithstanding his opinions of the injustice of that war, he 
considered that as a mihtmy man, he could not deeline any em- 
ployment oflered to him. One great man took a different line 
When Lord Iht ( 1 returned m J77G from Canada wheie he had been 
Aidc-de-Camp to Sir Guy Carleton, 2 Lord Chatham compelled him 
to resign his commission (an example which was followed In a few 
others 3 ), and he did not permit him to re-enter the arm) till J77S, 
when France lmd declared war against England. 

The same sense of dut\ which made Lord Cornwallis disregard 
liis own political mows, overcame lus reluctance to quit his family, 
and lie embarked Fob 10, 1770, for America, with the local 
rank of Lieut -Geneinl It was nimonred at the tune, that Lady 
Cornwallis, who was strongly morse to lus going on netne sen ice, 
pie\aded upon Ins uncle, the Aiehbishop of Canteibun, to icquest 
the King to allow Loid Cornw albs to relinquish lus appointment, 
but that the latter, though the len^c was gnen, peremptonly de- 
clined to neail himself of the permission. He returned to England 
m Jan 177S, but sailed again from St Helens m the ‘Trident’ on 
the 21st of April following Lady Cornwallis and hei clnldren 
accompanied him to Portsmouth/ and after 3ns depaiture she 


1 John lord Pitt, afterwards, May 11, 
1778, 2nd Earl of Cliatlmm, K G , a Gcncnl, 
Colonel 4th Regiment, and Governor of 
Gibraltar, b Sept 10, 175G, d Sept 24, 
1835, m Jul) 9, 1783, Mar} Elizabeth, 
dau of Thomas, 1st Viscount Sydney First 
Lord of the Admiraltj July, 1788, to Dec 
1794, then Pmy Sad, or President of the 
Council, to July, 1801 , then Master-General 
of the Ordnance to Feb 180G, and again 
from April, 1807, to May, 1810 On re- 
entering the arm}, March 1, 1778, he went 
to Gibraltar as aide-de-camp to Sir Robert 
Boyd, and was thus absent from lus father’s 
funeral 

2 General Sir Guy Carleton, K B , Colonel 
4th Dragoons , created Lord Dorchester Aug 
21, 1786, b Sept 3, 1724, d Nov 10, 

1808 , m May 22, 1772, Maria, dau of 
Thomas, 2nd Earl of Effingham For his 


sera ices m America Lord Doi Chester rcceiml 
a pension ot 1000/ for three lhcs 

3 Among the few other officers who re- 
signed, Lord Ltfinglmm, n I lent -General, was 
the only one of high rauk His mother was 
sister of Bcckford, who made himself so con- 
spicuous as Lord Maj or of London He max 
possibly has c been influenced by fnnnly rea- 
sons A Captain W’atson, M P loi the county 
of Antrim, also resigned his commission 

4 Lord Carlisle, who was going to America 
as one of the commissioners to negotiate 
peace, and nl«o sailed in tho ‘ Trident,’ de- 
scribes, in a letter to George Selwyn, his ow'n 
misery at leasing England, and adds, — “ Poor 
Lord Cornwallis is going to experience per- 
haps something like what I have felt, foi he 
has brought with him his wife and children, 
and we embark to-morrow, if the wand serves 
My heart bleeds for them ” 



14 


LOUD CORNWALLIS. 


Chit I 


returned to Culford, where she resumed the solitary life she had 
Jed einco his first departure , bnt grief so preyed upon her health 
ns to bring on a kind of jaundice, of which she eventually died. 
Fob. 14, 1770 "When Lord Cornwallis heard of her dangerous state, 
he threw up his command and again came to England, where he 
arrived a few weeks before her death. 

Itftdy Comwalla always declared to her confidential attendant 
that sho was dying of a broken heart, and she requested that a 
thorn tree should be planted above the vault where she was buried, 
as nearly as poesiblo over her heart — significant of the Borrow 
which destroyed her life. She also directed that no stone should 
be engraved to her memory Both wishes were complied with. 1 * * 

The death of his wife changed Lord Cornwallis b intention of 
remaining at home, and he shortly afterwards ogam offered his 
services, which being accepted, he returned to America, and there 
r emain ed until he was taken prisoner at York Town. 

His civil as well as his military talents' obtained for him go 
high a reputation tiiat, early in 1782, Lord Shelburne was desirous 
of appointing him Governor-General of India. This offer he heo 
fated to accept, both because he was not yet released from his 
parole, and because he considered the powers of the Governor 
General too limited. Ultimately he was induced to waive his 
objections but the political chang es m 1788 put an end to the 
proposed nomination. 

With the exception of a short mission to Frederick the Great* in 
1785 Lord Cornwallis was for some years unemployed, and lived 
principally at Culford. But when Mr Pitt, 4 having m the new 
East India Bill largely increased -the powers of the Governor 


1 Tha nkfa* to til* tbh! t 1 b whkh her re- 
main* w r r » piaoad ra dr— d by plain tWb 
of maihla, not arm b— ring tfa* name t which 
vx h ow t in ailed 1 b 1851 shortly after 
lb* ftmenl of the hi* Marchlm— CoemralH* 
who m mho burled at Culford, though tba 
ratat h*d pa — d out of the pc— a«aieo of tb* 
fimfl y on tba daatb of tba kit manrnk fa) 
1823. Tba tbom-tm waa nere— *TlIy re- 
merrad in 11 nth, 1855, In eocweqoeoea of 
iltmtloBi to tba eborch i It w— eare&Ily 
repkntad in tba choitiiyirl, but did not Dt* 
mar* than thrr* year* afterward*. 

* Mr Fox, who certainly wa* neither p« 
■really nor politically a friand of Lord Corn. 
walHa, thru wei* a f Um, on la lag tog ta tb* 
India Bin, xv or 18 1783 — “A iearaad 
gwrtlemao (M Itand— ) k*t J»ar prop—ed 
to grra tba moat extr—rdhiary prnrtr to the 

Goreroor-fJmcal of B— gal | ha at tba bom 

tfro* named tb* peracct who waa to All tb* 


office. Tba jwaon waa Karl CorrwalU*, a 
perron whom ba fMr Fax) —mad now —ly 
for tba pufpt — at paying hornaji to kk great 
r*<rrmr*rr Tb« Dam* 0 f *orfl a 10*0 Bright 
mala Paribmwrt cement to the Teatfag of *och 
p ower* In a Qimrnrir -General box oertala 
b* was that miking but tb* graat eharacf^ 1 
ol th*t Dchl* lord could erw tndoce tba Lqh- 
ktor* to cmnnrit *neh nowan to in ladtrldnal 
at tbe dlatano* of half tb* gioba.” 

Frederick 2nd, Kfeg cf Fru*k, amt- 
manly called Frederick tba Gnat, b. Jam. 14 
1712, 4. Ang 17 1788 { m. Jtr— 1 1733 

EUxabeth, daa. of FraderWk Albert 2nd, Duka 

of Bcuwwtck. 

* Eight Him- WUHim Fltt, 2nd w» of 
wmtarn, lit Earl of Chatham ; b. May 
1759 d. Jan. 13, 1808 haring, wtth two 
ihrwt fartwrak, haW tb* office* of danctU*' 
of tba Exchaqocr and Fbat Lord of tb* Trra- 
rnry from July 1783 tffl bk death. 
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General. again tendered that office, united fo that of Commnnder- 
in-Cluef, ho accepted (he offer and omlmiked for Indin. Mn\ o, 178(5, 
having very Tiorth before reeened the Order of the Garter Ho 
had hardly returned home in 1791. with n reputation so highl) and 
c o ju*tly increased, when ho wn 1 * culled ujh>ii to take (lie eormnmid 
of all the allied armies on the Continent. Thejonlousv of Austria 
and Prussia — the we lknov. of Holland both m t ho cabinet and in 
the held — the little militarv (.dent di*«pla\ed by the Puke of 
York. 1 or indeed h\ am of the allied general*. — nil combined to 
render it advisable to give the supremo command to some man, 
whose position and ihnnmter would inspire general confidence. 
The proposition to nominate Lord Gornwnllis emanated fiom 
Austria. Win this vchome failed will appear m the propci place 
In Fob 1795, Lord Cornwallis was appointed Mnstei-Genoml 
of the Ordnance Mr Pitt had long been desirous of having Ins 
assistance m the Cabinet ; and, when he was about to return from 
India, kept the ofliee of Secretary of State open for him. This, 
however Lord Cornwallis declined, assigning ns Ins reason, that 
having no habit of public speaking, be did not feel equal to the 
defence of the measures of Government , but that object ion did not 
apply to a military office 

□Tie mutiny of the officers of the Bengal army in 17.00 was 
considered «o serious, that Lord Cornwallis, yielding to the earnest 
solicitations of ATr. Pitt, agreed to go again to India to quell the 
spirit of insubordination After being sworn m ns Gov emor-Gencinl, 
Feb 1707, circumstances occurred which rendered it unnecessary 
for him to proceed on his "v oj age 

In 1708, the state of Ireland became most alarming, and as 
the Lord-Lieutenant and the Commander-m-Chief did not cordially 
agree, it was determined to unite the two offices m one person 
Lord Cornwallis was selected for tins important post, Vlnch he 
held till May, 1801 

Towards the close of that yeni, he was sent ns Ambassador to 
France, where he negotiated the Peace of Amiens A few subse- 
quent years were passed m domestic life, his only son, Lord 
Brome, who had married, April 17, 1797, Lady Louisa Gordon; 2 
generally residing with him at Culford 

The displeasure which Loid Wellesley’s 3 proceedings m India 

1 Frederick, Duke of York, 2nd son of well, Bart., of Monreith , b Dec. 27, 1775, 
George III , b Ang 1G, 17G3, d Jan 5, d Dec 5, 1850 

1827, m Sept. 29, 1791, Fredcncn, d of 3 Richard, 3rd Earl of Mornington, created 
Frederick William II , King of Prussia Baron Wellesley Oct 20, 1797, and mised to 

2 Fourth dau of Alexander, 4th Duke of the Marquisate Dec. 2, 1799 , KG June 

Gordon, hy Jane, dau of Sir William Max- 20, 1760, d Sept 2G, 1842, m lsti Not 
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excited, both in the Government and in the Court of Director*, 
induced them to urge Lord Cornwallis to accept for the third time 
the poet of Govemor-G oneraL Though advancing age and lm 
paired health might well have excused him, he would not refuge 
tho appointment, but embarked early in 1803 His physical 
powers were however overtasked tho confinement and privations 
of a long voyage produced their effect his body though not Ins 
intellect failed- Very shortly after his arrival in India, he set out 
for the Upper Provinces, where Ins presence was greatly noededL 
But he was unable to proceed further than G iiaicpoor, where he 
died, Oct. 6 1805 m the 07th year of las age. 

During 'many years of active service m the field. Lord Com 
wall is was struck but once, and he would not then allow his name 
to appear in the list of wounded. Though himself devoted to his 
profession, he was unwilling that his only eon should follow the 
samo line. He had no grandson but m the next generation six of 
his descendants embraced the military profession. Two 1 of them 
had retired from the army before the war with Bnssia broke out. 
The remaining four all fell in the Crimea within the space of ten 
months. Two* were killed at Inkermnn one* died of wounds re- 
ceived m the battle of Balaclava and the fourth 4 was killed in the 
trenches, about a week previous to the fell of Sebastopol. 


29 1794, Hyadathe daa. of II. Plena 
Holmd ; 2nd, Fob. *9 1825, Marianne, dm 
of Richard Catoc, Eaq and widow of Robert 
Patiwwoo, E»q Load of tho Trtarery from 
8 *pi. 10 1786, to Aof 17V7 5 OoTarnor 
Gtotnl of India from Ort. 1797 to July 80 
1805 ( Amhn— rinr to Spain from Jury to 
Dae. 1809 than flodotarr of Stria to March, 
1811 Loid-Ucateiiant of Inland Dm. 1821 
to llarth, 1828, and from 6*jri_ 1853 to Dm. 
1835; Lord St or«rd from hijT 1830 t Srpt. 
1853 cad Lord Chambartrin frtxn April to 
May 1835; ILP for BenaMnn, Sah—h, aad 
Wtoior from March, 1784 to May 1796 
1 Hoc. Richard Crmwallie Nertlk, Lira- 
tenant aad Captrin Qnmfitr Guardi, aldert 
poo of Lori ud Lad t Brariaocka, b March 
17 1820 m, Jin. 27 1852, Charlotte, d. of 
Hartnc 8rd Eari ef Koriwry Edward, Load 
EDot, Captain lit Ltfa Qtacni*, dderi no of 
th« Eari and Coastal of St. Ckrmana, b 
April 2, 1827 

Hon. Hmry Aldworth harllle, Lfcn- 
t ffini sod Oxmadier Gocrdf, 3rd 

cf Lord and Lady Braybrocka ; b. Get. 26 


1824; mortally wuanded Ncrr 5, 1854 
whU* cheering cc hi* mm and dlad that 
night. Hen. QnnrlDa Chariaa Comwillk 
Eliot, 2nd acai of tha Earl and Ceonla* 

St. Gannaiw, Lfrntonant aad Cajtaln CoAd- 
rirocs Guardi ; b Pept. 9 1828; killed 
Not 5, 1854. 

* Hob. Gray herfllr, Cornrt 5th Dragoon 
Guard*, 5th no at Lord and Lady Braybrooka; 
b. Oct. 5 1830 <L at Scutari Not U, 1354, 
of wound* m ori t al at Balactara Oet. 25. 

* Chari— Cornwall!* Be— Oaptatn 3rd 
Regiment (the Baft), tlderi acc of Chad* 
Roaa, Fan., and Lady Harr Boaa, b. Awll 5 
18^7 On tba night of Aof. 51 1855, ha 
waa eogagad In poating — otdea tn adrana 
of tha 1 1 1 r« l>M woo tK« Ik— ini fired opto 
the party Captain Roaa narar rrimmed to 
tha camp aad aQ effort* at that thru to 
learn hi* fcia wrra naaraDIng About a year 
Iriar It waa ascertained that ha wu earriad 
mortally wounded Into Bebaatcyd, aad llrad 
only keg moogh to gtrw Ha aaaa. Hh 
brothw ofikar* araeted mownmeri t* Ua 
memory to Catheart* HHL 
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CHAPTER II 


Causes of tlie revolt of the American colonies — Congress at Philadelphia — 
Skirmish between Kojal troops and militia — Evacuation of Boston — Loid 
Cornwallis sails in command of an expedition to America — Defeat of tbo 
Americans at Brooklyn and at White Plains — Lord Cornwallis overruns 
Jersey — Attack on Trenton by the Americans — Discontent of the loyalists 
of Jersey — Force of the two armies — Battle of the Brand} wane — Lord 
Cornwallis returns to England — Negotiations between France and America — 
Resumes Ins command — Returns to England on account of the illness of 
Lady Cornwallis — Rejoins Sir Henry Clinton at New r York — State of affairs 
at the close of 1770 


The events winch led to the revolt of the American Colonies have 
been so often described, that more than a very brief outline would 
be superfluous Tbe Seven Years’ War had involved England in 
financial difficulties, and, as many expeditions bad been undertaken 
mainly foi tbe benefit of the Colonies, it was not thought umeason- 
able that they should contribute to defray some portion of tbe 
expenditure The Colonial agents, among whom was Fianklm, 1 
expressed no serious objection to this principle, nor did they 
strongly oppose the Stamp Act, which passed m 1765 In the 
following year the Declaratory Act was passed, and the Stamp Act 
repealed. 

In 1767 the Duke of Grafton, or rather his Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Charles Townshend, 2 reproduced a scheme of taxation, 
which two years later, when the disaffection m America had so 
greatly increased, he was anxious to modify, if not to abandon 
altogether But even this feeble attempt at conciliation was over- 
ruled by tbe Cabinet, and tbe Duke, with several of bis colleagues, 
i esigned. Tbe new Administration proposed the repeal of all the 
taxes except that on tea, 3 but such was the temper of the House, 


1 Benjamin Franklin, b Jan 17, 1706, d 
April 17, 1790 , m Sept 1, 1730, Deborah, 

d of Bead, Esq , of Philadelphia 

s Right Hon Charles Townshend, 2nd 6on 
of Cbailcs, 3rd Viscount Townshend, b 1725, 
d Sept 4, 1767, m July 18, 1755, Caro- 
line, dau and coheir of John, 2nd Duke of 
Argyle, and widow of Francis, Earl of Dal- 
keith, she was cieated Baioness Greenwich 
Dec 22, 1766 At various times Mr Towns- 

YOL I 


hend held the several offices of Lord of Trade, 
Treasurer of the Chamber, Secietary at "Win, 
First Commissioner of Trade and Plantations, 
Paymaster-General, and lastly, Chancelloi of 
the Exchequer M P for Great Yarmouth, 
Saltash, and Harwich, from Hoi 1747 till 
his death 

8 In a speech on American taxation Lord 
North estimated the duty on tea at only 
12,000f a-year 
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that this concession was camed only by a majority of 204 to 142. 
Tho Colonists, though partially gratified by this measure, did not 
regard it as completely satisfactory In 1772, a large body of 
armed men boarded tho Gaspeo, a email man-of war stationed 
off Providence to prevent smuggling and burnt rt Another event 
occurred about tho same time, which addod to the irritation felt m 
England. On the death of Sir Whateley 1 a number of letters 
addreroed to him by the Governor* of Massachusetts, and other 
intimate friends, during the years 1707-8-0 were abstracted from 
his papers, and placod in tho hands of Franklm then agent far 
that colon) By whom t hi s act was committed has never been 
clearly ascertained,* but there can be little doubt that it was done 
at the instigation of Franklin, who at once transmitted the papers 
to the House of Assembly at Poston. As they contained severe 
remarks on the conduct of many leading men in the colony they 
eiated much anger and a petition ^-as immediately sent over 
praying for the removal of the Governor The case was heard 
before the Privy Council Jam 29 1774. Wedderburn/ then 
Solicitor-General, not content with opposing the petition — which 
was rejected without hesitation — was led by feelings of private 
animosity to make a violent personal attack* upon Franklm, who 
from that moment became an inexorable enemy to England. The 
destruction in Boston Harbour (Dec. 18, 1778) of several cargoes 
of tea, valued at 18.000L, by n body of men disguised as Moliawk 


1 Tbomtf Wlmtdey d. May 1775 tm- 
married. For MM time Private Q eeret a ry 
to Ur GrtnTfll# then O e cr et aiy of tb* 
T imiiif from April, 1 64, to Jnlv 1765 
tad Uniter Soc j t Lti j to Lard Suffolk, 1775. 
E wu not ta offiea »t tb* turn tb* letter* 
nfcrral to war* written, bat hr pvolabiy 
mnionnkwie d them to Otn e mi nent. U.I‘ 
far Ladgmhall ban 17M to 1766 end than 
for C**tU Khtug tQl hk death H m 
author of an «aooynwo» book *o Modem Oar 
daiiny which ran throojh »'it or al edrHoo*. 

1 ‘fboma* FTuti lil— n. b. 1711 <L Jnae S, 
1780 A natfrw of lit— dnnefti. and Go- 
TBnor of that colony Qua l^O t£H April, 
1774 

* Mr John Teoni^ wbo had lately been 
Liant-GoTODOr of hew lUmpahira, to*- 
petted to bar* been tb* pwaco who actually 
took thaws Wttrr*. la coo-eqowje* of acana 
altematin od (M* aabjort, Mr Tempi called 
oat Wmkm, tin brother and axeenter of 
Thocoa* WhateWy They tnet to Hyde Park 
wlthoat aecoodi, Deo. 11, 17 "S, and after 
hormleaa exthtaga cf ihota, freight with 
ewordat Mr Wfaklelay ieerirrd 6 wwmda, 
not wtthmt aoapfclow f unfair daalinj on hi* 


»lcn-Mry aUa. A tnr day* after the dwl 
Dr Franklin tua e it e d a paragraph in tba 
paper*, with hk came affixed, ■cceptitj tb* 
whole >wapo mlHUt T of tb* traraaetkn. 

* Alexander W edderbarn, created I-ord 
Lcc^hborooth June 14, 1780, n*d mod* Eari 
of Etaalyn April 31, 1801 i'll. Feb. IS, 17&S, 
d. Jan. 8, 1803 j m. Irt, Dec. 81, 1767 
Betty Anne dan. and betr of John Dawaon, 
E*T*» of Mcdey and 2nd, Aug 1785, Cl*x 
lotto, d*n_ of WITHem, let YKsouat Coot 
ten ay 8oUdtoiM3fiKra] Jan. 1771 to Jana, 
1778 j than Attorney-General to Jtm*, 1780 j 
CWef Jnetle* of tb* Common Fl*a* t Ja*. 
1~»3, tod Chancellor to April, 1801 1 M.P 
•oeca^Taly ftr th* Att beroogba, Pfcbnxxri, 
Okeharcsptoo, and FJw«op’ Caatla, from "Sot 
1701 till bo wo* made pew 

H* caBad him “ Hmdo Irlum TUter*- 
ram a ri**-'*- 1 rood* of dtrfgnatlnj “ far " 
— * thW Thk rp*m& waa arrer forgotten 
ncr twytren by FtanIBn, yU carefully r*a- 
•erred tba T civet coot he happened to *f*r 
on ttm orc ak cc. and pat It on a^In the 
day b* li^ied th* jedimlDarica #f !*•« 
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Indians, brought matters to a crisis. The indignation raised m 
England induced Parliament to pass, upon very short notice, two 
Bills, one to close the port of Boston, the other to make matcual 
alterations in the chaitei of Massachusetts Tlicsc measures 
pioduccd such excitement m that piovince, that the Govcrnoi, 
Geneial Gaged was compelled, June 17, 1771, to dissolve the 
Assembly — tho last held under iO) nl authority, lie moieovei 
considered his own position so piecarious, that he thought it. neces- 
sary to seize the arms and stores (partlv pin ate piopeily) at 
Charlestown (a subuib of Boston), Oambndge, and othei places, 
and to throw* up some fortifications at Boston 

In Scptemboi the discontented party held a congress at Phila- 
delplna, which, after sitting foi fifty- two days, closed its discussions 
Oct. 2 G It was attended by fifty-one delegates, sent, fiom How 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Bhode Eland and Piondonce, Con- 
necticut, Hew* York, Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delawaie, Maryland, 
Virginia, and the two Caiohnas, Geoigia did not jom till latei 
Although the terms in which the resolutions wcie couched w*ero 
still loyal, the tone and temper of tho Assembly weie of a difieient 
character, and plainly indicated tho ultimate intentions of the 
delegates It is now w ell laiown that the extreme party dreaded 
nothing so much as some concession on the part of England winch 
would have justified then more moderate colleagues m with- 
drawing horn the approaching contest On the meeting of Par- 
liament, Jan 1775, Lord Chatham, then m opposition, laid a Bill 
on the table, with a view of conciliation But as it asserted m 
distinct terms the supreme legislative authority of the mother 
country — the very principle so warmly repudiated by the colonists 
— it is difficult to conceive what good it could have effected The 
measure was, however, rejected, ministers being uniformly supported 
by large majorities in both houses. Before intelligence of these 
proceedmgs reached America, the first blood had been shed there 
On April 19, 1775, the royal troops endeavoured to seize large 
stores at Concord and Lexington, and, though partially successful, 
lost 300 men m a skirmish with the militia. 

The Congress, which had re-assembled at Philadelphia, then 
oidered men to be levied, and issued paper-money, thus prac- 
tically raising the standard of rebellion Towards the close of 


1 Hon Thomas Gage, 2nd son of Thomas, of New Jersey He was made Commander-in- 
lst Viscount Gage, a General and Colonel of Chief m America 376J, Governor of Massa- 
the 22nd Regiment, h 1720, d April 2, 1788, chusetts April, 1 774, and resigned both offices 
m Dec 8, 1758, Margaret, dan and heir of Oct 1775 
Peter Kemble, Esq , President of the Council 

o 2 
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May Sir William. Howo, 1 General Clinton,* and General Bnrgoyne, 1 
arrived at Boston, with a considerable force. Thinking it necessary 
nt on co to dislodge tlio prormcinls, who were foitifymg the heigbte 
winch commanded Boston, they attacked Breed s Hill, June 17 In 
this action, commonly cnllod the battlo of Bankers Hill, from the 
name of an adjoining height, tho British troops were victorious, 
but, owing to tho strength of tho position not without severe lose. 4 
Although the repulse of General Arnold,' and tho death of Colonel 
Montgomery* under the walls of Quebec, Doc. 31 had saved 
Canada from falling into tho hands of the rebels, Sir William Howe 
determined, early m March 1770 to evacuate Boston which ho 
thought he could no longer hold, with a tacit understanding that 
he should not be molested during this operation Owing to a 
deficiency of transport it was not possible to provide means of 
escape for all the loyalists. Large quantities of stores and ammu- 
nition were left behind, together with 250 pieces of artillery one- 
half of which, at least, were serviceable. Every other post held 
by the royal army was abandoned at the same time, and, instead of 

l Iflyht Hoo. fih- Wlllhm Hcrwn, KJL the I? die* an* of hie beet known ctuaedlee 

afterward* Mh VUooont How*, a U«ml Alfa* Farr®, la the chancier of Lady Emily 
CcWW l&th Dragoon* ; b. Any 10 1720 k laid to hir* &»dnaied Lady Charlotte Bar 
d. July ISt, 1814 m. Jane 4, 17(15, France*, yoyo* I nejhrw the 12th Eld or Derby 
dm. of the Iticbt Hon. Thom* Goodly He tW wife *he afterward* became, 
hod been it tin o*ptur» of Belkabl* and of * The official return im, 18 oflSoen «nd 
tba lIiTint, and to Cwnmeiaier-iD-Chlrf In 207 rink and file killed. 70 officer* end 758 
America from lliy 1775 to llay 24 1778 mnk and file werandad. The Americana 
Lient-General of the Ordnanoe from April, owned only to 448 but their la* tm 
1782, to Not 1804 In thle cepedty he notorioaily much boyar The Brfthh mcrrwl 
Mrtti under Lend Cornwall!*, whom he hid to the tte rk tn beery merohlny <xd*r with 
prerlocely cimnnMed. three deyi prorklcn# | altogether 1 weight of 

1 Gwvrral afterward* gJr Henry Qfcrtrm, 125 tt*. I 
KJL, Colonel 7th Light Preyoooe, end Go- 4 Beaadfei Arnold, oriyfawlly druyjto 
Ywdot at Gibraltar frtan July 1784 till hh end hnrewUeVr el NewheYOU} b, Jin. 3 
dmCh ; eaa of Son. flrarga CUatan, to d 1740 , d. Jane 14. 1801 f m. ltt, AO* 
mndeon at Tnaade, 6th Eart of T.taonln j Menefield : 2nd, 1778 Margaret, dm. ef 
b. 1788 d. Deo. 13, 1725: ra. Feb. 1707 Edwird ehippm, Em at PUbtdefphk, 

Herriet, din. and coheir at Theme* Carter Uteri] rrlelioc of WCffiem Hdppen the c*W- 

£eq He bad been poc® t* the Dak* at bated JtooUt* 11 P She wm cm at the 

Glocreeiw end eoooeeded Hr W How* is Lidiee at the Blended Rees l* the lUeclik*!* 
Commaalcr-tn-Chlef In Ameadae, but reetyned After be etandoned the Amaiotn eunee be 
that office Hay 1782 MJP to c Borough- e nter ed the B*tthh eerrtee with the r*nk of 
bridya from Not 1772 to 1774 then tor Hafar-GeoeraL In July 1783 a pennon of 
Newark to March, 1784 5001. w»* conferred upon hie wifc, ind of 

1 Liect. -General Bnryoyne, netnral arm 100L ca each at hb ehQdren. 
of Lord Btoyley Coined 4ih Reyiment, b. • Richard Uoctjoaaery originally to th» 
1730 <L Aug. 4 1702} m- hi early LLfie King* error b. Deo. 2, l' T 30 killed it the 
Cf^riotta, da a, of Edward, 11th Earl of attack on Quebec Ded. 31 1775} tn. Joly 
Derby Prrrione to hie oamjmlgn* In A me- 1773, dan. at Robert UrinpttM, E'q * 

rka he h«l eean bum eer\lce under the Jndc* at hew Tart. Be h*i eerred I* 

Comte de U Llpp* In Partagal j Cceianender Wolf* egtaent at the capknr* ef 
In-Chlef tn Irrlawt from April, 1782, to Dec. nt* brother Alexander e«nnn*ily callr] 
1784} U.P for Wldhorot frotn Nor 1762, Black M o ntt o rn ery bid been p»«*e*t t V* 
t March, 1768, and the* for Pmtco till hw oeptnr* of Quebec by Wotft, m Ceptmln •» 
death. Hi* rejartatkic m an author rtnod it Grenadier*. II* wa* aaerol^r for Deneyal 
least as hlfh n Us charecfer m yeuera] I county fee nmy yenr*. 
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occupying New York, winch, was well affected, or selecting some 
other important post, Sir William Howe concentrated his whole 
force at Halifax Thus it became necessary to open the ensuing 
campaign with an attempt to recover a country voluntarily re- 
linquished 

Gieat efforts were made at home to send out large reinforce- 
ments Seven regiments of infantry were assembled at Coik under 
Lord Cornw allis , on whom the local rank of Lieut -General in 
Amenca was confened Jam 1, 1776 The arrangements foi tbs 
expedition weie so dilatory, that it did not sail till Feb 10, and, 
after a singularly long passage, only arrived off Cape Fear on the 
bid of May. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain 1 


On board the ‘ Bristol,’ March 7, 1776 

My Lord, Latitude 42° 34' , Longitude 13° 42' from London 

I take the opportunity of informing your loidship by a home- 
waid-bound ship, that we have stopped for a few minutes, that our 
voyage hitherto has been very unsuccessful , the wind has been 
almost always contrary, and, till the first of this month, constant 
and most violent gales of wmd We have now but fourteen sail m 
company with us, notwithstanding the utmost care and attention of 
Sn Peter Parkei , 2 * * and of the fourteen there are but six or seven 
transports with troops I fear there is no chance of our arrival on 
the American coast befoie the end of next month at soonest, and 
the assembling the fleet off Cape Fear, where there is no port, may 
be a woik of some tune The wind is now south-west, which is neaily 
the course we want to steer The c Active 5 and ‘ Actaeon ’ frigates 
are separated from us, and I hope they will make the best of their 
way and cruize off Cape Fear, for the protection of our transports 
as they amve Sir Peter Parker sends to the Adrmralty a more 
cncunistantial account of oui voyage Your lordship will make 
allowances for the motion of the ship when you are deciphering this 
scrawl, and believe me, &c., Co it nw at, li s 


1 Lord George Germain, sou of Lionel, 1st 
Duke of Dorset, and godson of George I , 
created Viscount Sncknlle Feb 11, 1782 , 
b Jan 26, 171G, d April 26, 1785, m 
Sept 3, 1754, Diana, dm and coheir of John 
Snmbroohc, Esq , of Gubbins He was de- 
prived of his military rank and the Lieut 

Generalship of the Ordnance in 1759 on 
account ot Mindcn He had previously been 

Secretaiy to the Lord-Lieutenant in Ireland 

irom Sept 1751 to May, 1754, and he after- 

wards held, with intei vnls, the innous offices 


of Vice-Treasurer in Ireland, First Lord of 
Trade, and Secretary of State, from Dec 
1765, to Feb 11, 1782 M P for Dover, 
Hythe, and Gnnstiad, from Dec 1741, till he 
was made a peer, and m Ireland for Poit- 
arlington from 1735 to 1761 

2 Vice-Admnal Sir Peter Parker, Bart , so 
created Dec 28, 1782, aftenvards Admiral of 
the Fleet, b 1716, d Dec 21, 1811 , m 
Jan 14, 1761, Margaret, dau of Valter 
Nugent, Esq M P for Seaford and Maldon 
from April, 1784, to June, 1790 
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Eaiil CoRKWALLia to Loed Geobqi Germain 

O* bccrd tio BrWtcJ .April 18 1770 

My Loed Latitat* 220 North | LcogHode 00° 00* W«i frtta T.™W 

I have nothing to inform your lcrrdslirp of but that our passage 
lias been Tory tedious, and that wo ore still about 870 leagues from 
our rendezvous at Cape Fear We have with us twenty slope m 
Company, boeidos two artfllery-ekips and four victuallers. I hope 
the rest of the fleet will not be long after us. I hope your lordship 
received my letter of the 7th of March this goes by a ship bound 
to Londonderry The troops are m general healthy I most heartily 
wish that I conld be a more agreeable correspondent and am with 
groat regard * 0 , Ooejtwailib. 

Haul Coeswallib to Loed Geo bob Germaht 
My Loed Cmtp at c*j* f«t u«y is, 1775 

I arrived here on the 3rd of this month, and had the pleasure 
of finding that many qf the transports had got here before ns. Your 
lordship will hear from General Clinton the present state of this 
colony and his intention of going from hence as soon as the trans- 
ports ore watered. From what I have heard since I came here I 
must ffti U mart lament the fatal delays that prevented the armament 
from amvmg in tune in this province, os X am now convinced that 
it would have produced the most happy effects in this and probably 
m the other southern colonies. I shall now probably serve in the 
army under General Howe. I have only to assure your lordship 
that wherever it may be my lot to serve his Majesty I shall do it 
with the utmost zeal and diligence. 

I have the honour drc. 

Co ENVY ADLIB. 

This tedious passage appears to have been most unfortunate, and 
it is impossible now to estimate the advantages which would have 
resulted from on earlier junction with General 01m ton, who had pre- 
viously arrived from the northward to take the command of the 
whole force. It hod been intended to make a serious attack on 
fho Carolines, where the loyalists were assembled in arms hut 
their rising was premature, and they were totally defeated before 
the regular troops could move to their support. After a delay of 
nearly two months, General Clinton determined to threaten Charles- 
town, and a fort on Belli van s Island, which commanded tlio approach 
bv water wns cannonaded by the fleet Juno 28tlu But this attack 
failed completely Tho ships were never near enough to bo of 
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effective seivice — tlie troops veie unable to land — and the attempt 
avus relinquished — one fugate having been burnt, and seveial otliei 
vessels cbsabled A month of inactivity followed, before the troops 
sailed to join the mam army , and m this unsatisfactory manner 
commenced Loid Coiuaa allis’s Amencan campaigns 

It was not till the month of June that Sir W Howe had thought 
fit to leave Halifax He then took possession of Staten Island, 
where, early m July, hen as joined byLoid Hove, 1 who was at the 
head of a commission armed nitk full powers to treat foi a iecon- 
cikation Had these overtuies been made befoie the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence (July I), some good effect might have 
been produced , but it was now too late Congress, aftei exhausting 
every subterfuge to avoid meeting the Commissioners, positively le- 
fused even to discuss the terms proposed War became inevitable, 
and Washington, 2 who had been appointed commandei-m-chief, took 
active measures foi the defence of Hew Yoik 

All hope of a peaceable termination of the dispute being at an 
end, Sir W Howe determined at length to commence opeiations. 
He landed August 22nd on Long Island, with a large foice, of which 
one division was under the command of Lord Cornwallis , and foui 
days later, the Americans were defeated with great loss 3 at Brooklyn, 
but so slack was the puisuit that they retired unmolested behind 
their hues at the extiemity of the island, horn whence they embarked 
on the 29tli foi Hew York Had Sir William displayed a little 
enei gy, the whole army, 9000 strong, would piobably have been cut 
off Lord Cornwallis’s corps was but slightly engaged, nor had he 
a more active part m the capture of Hew Yoik, which took place 
September 15 after some unimportant skirmishes, Seveial weeks 
passed before the British troops agam moved, and it was not until 
October 28 that the two armies came into collision at the White 
Plains Sir W Howe was victorious, but agam neglected to 
improve his advantage The Americans, feebly pursued, letired 
behind the Croton, letaming possession of Ports Washington and 
Lee, situated one on each bank of the Hudson Biver, and by them 


1 Richard, 4th Viscount Howe m Ireland , 
a Vice-Admiral, created, April 20, 1782, 
Viscount Howe m England, and Aug 19, 
1788, rused to an earldom, KG , aftei- 
wards Admiral of the l'leet, b JIarch 19, 
1726, d Aug 5, 1799 , m Mrnch 10, 1758, 
Mary, dau of Chirerton Hartopp, Esq , of 
Welby , M P^ for Dartmouth from May, 1757, 
till he was created an English peei 

2 George Washington, b at Bridges Creek, 
Virginia, Feb 22, 1732, d. Dec. 14, 1799 , 

m Jan 6, 1759, Martha, widow of J P 


/ 

Curtis, Esq , and dau of John Dandndge, 
Esq Washington’s family, long settled in 
Virginia, was related to the Earls Ferrers, and 
quarteied the same arms he himself a\ns 
proud of his English descent It is a remoik- 
able fact that of the first fire Amencan Pre- 
sidents four were Virginians 

3 The English loss was about 70 killed 
and 230 wounded, the Amencan upwnrdG of 
2000 Three of their generals nere taken 
pnsoners 
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cre^firc preventing all access to Jersey Two corps were at length 
detaolied to attack them- Fort Washington was captured Novem 
bor 15 and on the 18th Lord Cornwallis crossed the river, and 
took possession of Fort Leo without resistance Being reinforced 
by two fresh brigades, he pushed forward, and before the close of 
the month had overran and subdued Jersey But while the dispi 
nted enemy were flying in confusion before him lus pursuit was 
unfortunately checked by an order to halt at Brunswick, and a 
week elnpeed before he was authorized to move forward. Such, 
however was lus activity that although the enemy were then con 
sidombly m advance of hnn, he reached Pnnoetown only one hour 
after Washington had quitted it, and amrod at Trenton December 8, 
just m time to boo the lost boat crossing to the opposite bank. Hod 
he originally boon allowed to continue the pursuit, it appears pro- 
bable that the whole of Washington a army would have been 
destroyed. 

The weather had by this time become very cold, and the troops 
were placed m winter-quarters, the advanced poets of Trenton and 
Borderton being confided, by the express order of the Commander 
m-Ohief, to the II canons under Colonel Rhalle 1 and Count Donop * 

8 ib Wnxiiir Howe to Lohd Gedboe Gebiout 
jMt Lorn) Nnr Tea*, Dae. SO 1776 

In J ereey upon the approach of the van of Lord Corn 
walks s corps to Brunswick by a forced march on the 1st mst, the 
enemy went off most precipitately to J y rmcetovm f and, had they 
not prevented the passage of the Hanton by breaking a part of 
Brunswick Bridge, bo great was the confusion among them that 
their army must inevitably have been out to pieces. 

My first design extending no farther than to get and keep pos- 
sesion of East Jersey Lord Cornwallis had orders not to advance 
beyond Brunswick, which occasioned hnn to discontinue his pursuit 
but finding the advantage that might be ginned by pushing on to 
the Delaware, and the possibility of getting to Philadelphia, the 
communication leading to Brunswick was remforced, and on the 
6th I jomed his lordship with the 4th brigade of British, under the 
command of Major General Grant * on the 7th Lord Cornwallis b 

' ColtoM Khali* w*> kiQad Dae. 1778 Cdcod 11th Rertomt j b. 1720 d. April IS, 
at Trr-cttc. 1808 ; nnmarrW. In Oet. 1758, 

* Count Dooop « k nkd Oct. 27 1777 major th Mat with 600 mm (p r*<a»>toa 
at Red Bank. Fort dn Qoema. Ha waa anrjrWl by tha 

1 Hijor-Oenand, afUnrard* Gtnarm] Jamaa French and l a d ja na , d^atad, ami, w+th 19 
Chant of Ral ftnrULtoA. iftir WtIdj been c ffiao takan pr i acnar (Sea United Pernea 
hronjht np for tha bar aetrred tha annyj Majaiiua, April, 1857 p. 587 ) In ^ter 
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corps, tbe Guards excepted, who were left at Brunswick, maiched 
to Princetown, winch the enemy had quitted on the same day 
Tins corps maiched m two divisions on the 8th , the first advancing 
to Trenton reached the Delawaie soon after the enemy’s reaiguaid 
had crossed. Then mam army, having passed the preceding day 
and night, took post on the other side of the liver 

Lord Cornwallis, with the rear division, halted at Maidenhead, 
six miles fiom Trenton, and marched at one o’clock next morning to 
Cornel’s Perry, tlmteen miles higher up the Delaware, in some 
expectation of finding boats there and in the neighbourhood, 
sufficient to pass the river, but in this he was disappointed, the 
enemy having taken the precaution to destroy or to secuie on the 
south side, all the boats that could possibly be employed for this 
purpose 

The passage of the Delaware being thus rendered impracticable, 
his Loidship took post at Pennington, in winch place and Trenton 
the two divisions remamed until the 14tli, when the weather having 
become too severe to keep the field, and the wmter cantonments 
bemg arranged, the troops marched from both places to then 
respective stations, which will be fully explained by a sketch which 
accompanies this despatch The chain, I own, is lather too exten- 
sive, but I was induced to occupy Burlington to cover the county 
of Monmouth, m which there are many loyal inhabitants , and 
trusting to the almost general submission of the country to the 
southward of this chain, and to the strength of the corps placed m 
the advanced posts, I conclude the troops will be in perfect security 
Lord Cornwallis and Major-General Yaughan 1 having desired to 
return to Britain, the command m Jersey is given to Major-General 
Grant, m whose approved good conduct I place the greatest con- 
fidence 

I cannot too much commend Lord Cornwallis’s good services 
during this campaign, and particularly the ability and conduct he 
displayed m the pursuit of the enemy horn Fort Lee to Tienton, a 
distance exceeding eighty miles, m which he was well supported by 
the ardour of his corps, who cheerfully quitted their tents and heavy 
baggage as impediments to their march 

I have, &e , 

W. Howe 


life he was a gieat gourmand, and it is Baid 46th Regiment, 2nd son of Wilmot, 3rd Yis- 

that he made the cook sleep in his room, that connt Lisbnme, d June 30, 1795, unmar- 

he might at once communicate any new ideas ned, MP for Berwick from Nov 1774, till 

on culinary matters his death, and for St Jolmstown m I I'd and 

1 Hon Majoi -General, afterwards Lieut - from Alay, 1776, to July, 1783 
General Sir John Vaughan, K B , and Colonel 
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Those succoesivo defeats bo disheartened the Americans, that 
many returned to their allegiance, and a still largor number ahon 
doned their colours. Tho majority of tho mon had engaged to 
servo for one year only and so difficult was it to persuade them 
to extend the term, that Washington oonld now muster scarcely 
8000 men, though before Now York was taken he had 20 000 
under his command The capture of General Leo, 1 considered one 
of hia beet offlceis, was another severe blow He was surprised 
Dec. 18 while at breakfast in a tavern, only a few mdee from tho 
mam body of bis corps, by a patrol under Colonel Harcourt, 1 who 
earned him safoly to Now York, through nearly 80 miles of a 
hostile country After uniting his detachments, Washington found 
that the whole force under his immediate command consisted of 
little more than 6000 men. He was convinced that the freezing 
of the Delaware would be the signal for on attack upon Phila- 
delphia where Congress, the members of which were already 
preparing to fly to Baltimore, held their sittings. Under email 
circumstances the General felt the necessity of hazarding some 
enterprise however desperate, and accordingly early on Dec. 26 
he crossed the Delaware,* and attacked Trenton. Colonel Ithallo, 
although a gallant officer was frequently intoxicated, and the 
discipline af Ins troops was very lax they were negligent m their 
duties, and ignorant of the language of the oountry Colonel 
Bhalle was completely surprised, anil, m endeavouring to rally his 
men was killed, a few of his soldiers fell and most of the re- 
mainder were taken prisoners. The total loss was about 700 man, 
and all their artillery The alarm occasioned by this unfortunate 
aflair was so great that not only was Washington allowed to 

CbmAtm L tt, b 1”31 d. Oct. 9 1781 
H vw o f Cheshire family md In mdj 
1 ife — i >1 In tbc Knrllsh irtny In AmerVw, 
crl trrrlrr Gmenl SajjorTte In Portngjd. 

Haring mrigned hta ccnrmWkp, be entered 
tie Pcdkh end ef te rw uk the Ameriatn »er 
rice, from which be ra dlimltii In 1780 
At cc* ttme be w» eerremrodenl af Lcrd 
Cberiancot aad of Barb, «ad w a by rc« 
ptnxi etwordlr fanegined to be Junhw He 
m • me of rUeit temj jer cod totally 
destitute of rdlrlons prtndpies 

Colonel the Hon. ILcamrt, 

efterwsrde April 20 1800 3rd Earl H*r- 
e cmrt , CJ.C JL, FWHItnfcxl sod Colonel 
10th Drtfootw, poo of Btrccn, 1st Eart FLsr- 
eoortj b UnrehSO 1 43, d. June 18 1830[ 
m. 8ept- 31 1778, llerr dan. of Wi ll ■ m 
Itoby Eecp, ud wtlmr of Thcrrw Lock 
hart, E*i of Cndg Home. Equerry to the 
Qowb 1761 ; tlm Groom of the Dedebembef 


to the King | end Hoe ter of the Home to the 
Queen ft cm 1809 till her dmth. IIP Jr 
O rf b r d dty from liar 1768 to Jane, 1774 
* The Twrtng af the Dekwve on tide «- 
cadoo le deecxJhed by Berlow In hie Calum- 
ttad la the moat bombastic manner The 
Genlar of the Rirer cnOe fa the til of the 
demon Frost to per re nt Weehtogtoc frowiej. 
The w*t*» ■cocrdfajgly * coogUefate,'’ when 
the eng»l Hewjwr enlu e who mauls the two 
fcaetO spirits with the trunk of fir-tree, 
end the 30 or 60 lines of the deeerfptioa rod 
with— 

etVr itrota with doehtlnf tone be riled. 

1 oJUd tbe boer flood end polrrniTd the tkio 
The bstErd tjmt q»ft» the deeper* t» ee»* 
Free Heeprr'i beet the iImi rr»!1e end thews, 
The fleet roDe fen tly to lbe Irrtrj ceeit. 

And Domkif tpinitn port the iatSSof beet 

The pmoge **» effort ed emly In the erew- 
liw end the action w*e errr briars mornlnC ' 
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retreat unmolested, but Count Donop quitted bis post to join 
Bngadier-General Leslie 1 at Prmcetown, and the Americans le- 
occupied Trenton a few days later 

Sir William Howe to Lord George Germain. 

My LORD, New York, Jan 5, 1777 

In consequence of the advantage gamed by the enemy at 
Trenton on the 26th of last month, and the necessity of an altera- 
tion in the cantonments, Lord Cornwallis, deferring his gomg to 
England by this opportunity, went from hence to Jersey on the 1st 
inst , and reached Prmcetown that night, to which place General 
Grant had advanced with a body of troops from Brunswick and 
Hillsborough upon gaining intelligence that the enemy, on receiving 
reinforcements from Virginia, Maryland, and from the militia of 
Pennsylvania, had repassed the Delaware into Jersey. 

On the 2nd Lord Cornwallis, having received accounts of the 
rebel army being posted at Trenton, .advanced thither, leaving the 
4th brigade, undei the command of Lieut -Colonel Mawhood,® at 
Prmcetown, and the 2nd brigade, with Bngadiei -General Leslie, at 
Maidenhead. On the approach of the British troops, the enemy’s 
forward posts were diiven back upon their army, which was formed 
m a strong position behind a creek running through Trenton 
During the night of the 2nd the enemy quitted this situation, and, 
marching by Allenstown, and from thence to Prmcetown, fell m on 
the morning of the 3rd, noth the 17th and 55th regiments on their 
march to jom Bngadier-General Leshe at Maidenhead 

Lieut -Colonel Mawhood, not bemg appiehensive of the enemy’s 
strength, attacked and beat back the troops that first presented 
themselves to him , but finding them at length very superior to 
him m numbers, he pushed forward with the 17th regiment, and 
joined Bngadier-General Leshe The 55th regiment retried by the 
way of Hillsboiough to Brunswick , and, the enemy proceeding 
immediately to Prmcetown, the 40th regiment also letired to 
Brans wick. 

The bravery and conduct of Lieut -Colonel Mawhood, and the 
behaviour of the legiments under his command, particularly the 
17th, are highly commended by Lord Cornwallis His Lordship, 
finding the enemy had made this movement, and having heaid the 

1 Bngndier-Gonenl, nfterwmls I ieut - Tullidclph, Ecq , of Tulhdelph 
Gencrd the Hon Alcvnnder Leslie, con of 3 I lout -Colonel ClinrJcs llmvliood, 72nil 
Alexmder, 5th lirl of Ie\in md Welvdle, Tb'j;im<'nt, nftcn\ irds Bre\ Col , retired from 
Colonel 9th Regiment , b 17*11, d Doc 27, the «cr\ice Oct 13, 1780 
1791, in Doc 21, 1700, t d of WilLr 



28 


LOUD CORNWALLIS 


Chap IT 


fire occasioned by Colonel Mavrliood s attack, returned immediately 
from Trenton, but the enemy being some hours march in front, 
and keeping tins advantage by an immediate departure from 
Pnncetown, retreated by Kingstown breaking down the bridge 
behind them, and crossed the Millstone River at a bndge under 
Rocky Kill to throw themselves into a strong co untr y 

Lord Cornwallis, seeing it coaid not answer any purpose to 
ctmtmuo Ins pursuit, returned with his whole force to Brunswick, 
where he waits the enomy s further motions , and the troops 
npon tlio right being assembled at Ehiabethtown, Major General 
Vaughan lias that command. 

I have the honour &o, 

W Howe. 

After this action of Colonel Mawhood s, Lord Cornwallis 
marched to Brunswick, where great alarm was felt on account of 
the large bodies of militia which had been encouraged to rt> 
aaeemblo by Washington s recent success. Brunswiok and Amboy 
were the only two posts retained m Jersey a country bo lately in 
the undisputed possession of the British, and which would probably 
have been held had Str William Howe moved forward part of the 
20 000 men lying inactive m New York. The loyalists of Jersey 
■who had famished two brigades for the Kings service, finding 
them property unprotected and them families exposed to the cruel 
oppression of the enemy (putted the army m disgust, and dis- 
affection spread rapidly through the whole province. Such was 
the inauspicious close of the campaign of 1770 

To Lord Gomwallia individually the warm approbation ex- 
pressed m the following letter must have been highly satisfactory 
although the conduct of Sm W Howe had prevented Lord George 
Germain a expectations being realised — 

Lohd George Germal* to Sib William Howe. 

Sm, whiten, 3, 1^ 

I read with much pleasure your commendation of 
Lord Cornwallis s services during the campaign and I am to 
acquaint you that the King very much applauds the ability and 
conduct which his Lordship displayed in the close pursuit of the 
enemy from Fort Lee to Trenton and has also condescended to 
express his royal approbation of the exemplary ardour which was 
manifested on the march by the corps under his Lordship s com- 
mand. 
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It will give liis Lordship additional satisfaction, when he 
reflects that he has, by his bravery and the rapidity of Ins motions, 
not only secured a great quantity of provisions and forage for the 
use of his Majesty’^ troops, but has been the happy instrument of 
saving so large a tract of country from the destruction that 
threatened it. . j p^ve, &c , 

Geo Germain, 

The respective force of the two armies may be estimated as 
follows, at the several dates — 

British American 

1776 . August 24,000 .. 16,000 

„ . November 26,900 4,500. „ 

„ December 27,700 3,300 

1777 • January 26,600 .. No accurate account can be given, as tbe 

militia were so rapidly pourmg in 

The mam body of the American army was encamped during 
the winter on some high ground called the Manoi of Courtland — a 
position of consideiable strength. The English made several 
desultory attacks on Peek’s Hi ll, Danbury, and other places, where 
they destroyed large quantities of stores and ammunition, and on 
April 12 the posts at Bondwick were surprised by Lord Corn- 
wallis These successes were counterbalanced a few days later by 
the desti notion of the British vessels m Saggy Harbour Towards 
the middle of June Sir W Howe, finding his army raised by con- 
siderable reinforcements to upwards of 30,000 men (exclusive of 
29 corps of embodied piovmcials, above 20,000 strong), determined 
to commence active operations By a sudden retreat Horn Bruns- 
wick to Amboy, he induced Washington to descend from the l ulls 
and advance to Quibble Town This object bemg effected, Lord 
Cornwallis was detached on the 27th to intercept the communica- 
tion of the Americans with the upland ground He encountered 
early m the morning a large body of the enemy and routed them 
completely by an impetuous attack The intense heat of the 
weather, however, retarded his pursuit, and prevented his occupy- 
mg the passes m time to cut off Waslungton’s retreat 

Su W. Howe then altered his plan, evacuated Jersey, and 
leaving 17 battalions, some cavalry, and all the provincials at Hew 
York, under General Clinton, embarked with the remaining 46 
battalions and two regiments of cavalry for Philadelphia They 
sailed on the 5th of July, hut owing to adveise winds did not 
reach the Capes of the Delaware till the 30th, nor land at the 
head of the Elk Kivei befoie August 24 They were then 70 
miles from Tluladelplua, a hostile country intervening, while the 
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distance from Brunswick, which they had quitted in June, was 
only 00 miles, and the loyalists wcro very numerous along that 
lino of march 

On the 11th of September Lord Cornwall^ was detached with 
a strong corps to turn the enomy e flank, which he effected with 
littlo difficulty On the afternoon of the 18th he overtook them 
on tho Brandywine, and with quick decision he, though with very 
inferior numbers, charged with great impetuosity Driven from 
their first lme, the Americans took up a second position m the 
woods, from whence they were speedily dislodged, and totally 
routed. 1 Had Sir W Howe advanced rapidly with the rest of 
the army which was only 18 mile* from Philadelphia, Washing 
tons retreat to that city from which he was 23 miles distant, 
must have been cut off but so slow were the operations of the 
British, that they did not move till the 27th, when Lard Corn- 
wallis was ordered to occupy Philadelphia, which he did the fol 
lowmg day without opposition. 

But the communication with the sea was not open, and it 
was therefore necessary to take the forts of Red Bank and Mud 
Island, by which the navigation of the Delaware was commanded. 
Before the arrangements for this service were completed, Wash 
ington made an unsuocrasful attack upon Sir W Howe at German 
Town. Towards the end of October Count Danop was detached 
against Red Bank, but was killed m the assault, his corps driven 
back with great lose, and two fngutee which had run aground 
were burnt by the enemy But on Lord Cornwallis preparing to 
attack it, the garrison abandoned the post on the 17th of Novem 
her Mud Island had been taken two days previously 

In the mean time Washington, who had received large rein 
forcementa, took up a strong position at White Marsh, about 14 
miles from Philadelphia. An attempt was made to dislodge him, 
and Lord Oamwnflis drove m his left wing on December 7 Bat 
Sir W Howe not succeeding m bringing an a general action, 
retired next day with the whole army to his former quarters. 
The season for active operations was now over and Lord Corn 
walks therefore requested leave to return to England. 


8m William Howe to Loan QjlOeoe Ghrmah 
Mt Loud Pho*d*tpW*, Dm. is, itt7 

Hast night I had the honour to receive your Lordships 
despatches b} the Lord Sandwich pocket, as per margin and 

1 TW Enjlbh loaa ww 1^ tWm BOO tb* Am«-ica* ajnrerd* of 1 fOO. 
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shall defer answering them by tins conveyance, ns theie does not 
appeal an immediate necessity foi so doing, and particularly as I 
am anxious to despatch the ‘Brilliant/ that your Loidship may 
have the earliest communication with Eail Cornwallis, whose 
knowledge of the war, in winch he has had so gieat a shaie of 
service, will, I am confident, enable him to give youi Lordship 
the most ample information. 

I have the honour, &c. 

W Howe 

Shortly after Lord Cornwallis’s departure Washington withdrew 
to Yalley Forge, 26 miles from Philadelphia, wheie Ins tioops, 
hardly exceeding 4000 men, remained m huts oi under canvas 
during the whole winter, unmolested by the Enghsh, though the 
weakness of the position and the wretched state of the army 
invited an attack, -which theie is every leason to believe must have 
been successful. Hor was this the only, oi perhaps the most 
senous, error committed Philadelphia became the Capua of the 
British army . Discipline was totally relaxed Gammg, if not 
encouraged, was permitted to a most ruinous extent , and the gross 
misconduct of very many officeis disgusted to such a degiee the 
inhabitants of a town m which, peihaps more than m any other, 
profligacy was offensive, that feelings very adverse to British 
authonty weie engendered oi increased among a people originally 
loyal These bad impiessions were never removed or overcome 
Sir Henry Clinton, who had been left m command at Hew 
York, made one or two incursions into the interior of the country, 
and inflicted great loss on the A mericans by the destruction of 
ships, stores, and forts , but he was unable to effect a junction with 
General Burgoyne, or to pi event his surrender at Saratoga, Oct 26, 
the first great blow struck at the loyal armies 

During the winter of 1778, and m the course of the following 
spring, Sir W Howe sent out several small expeditions, which as 
piedatory movements were gen ei ally successful But the army 
was no longer to remain under his command. As eai ly as October, 
1777, he had tendered his resignation, and in April, 1778, he heard 
that it was accepted. He sailed for England May 24/ and the 
command then devolved upon Sir Henry Clinton. 

Loid Cornwallis leached England Jan 18, 1778 The Govern- 
ment of course received from him every mfoimation he Was able 

1 Before his departure the officers of his Rose contended with ns many of the Burning 
army got up a fete m lus honour, which they Mountain, in honom of fourteen ladies dressed 
called n Mischianza It was a sort of tourna- as Turkish damsels The whole exhibition 
inent, in which seven Knights of the Blended excited great nnimndv ersion find much ridicule 
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to afford , but probably all communications were verbal, as no trace 
of them exists. He does not appear to have been a frequent 
attendant in tho House of Lords, though ho was present on most 
of tho important debates of the Session. Lists of divisions not 
being published m those days, it cannot now be positively aacor 
tamed how ho voted, but there can be no doubt that ho generally 
supported Government, Among other occasions Lord Cornwallis 
attended Feb. 2 when tho Duke of Richmond s 1 resolutions against 
sending more troops to America were negatived by 94 to 81 March 
17 when the address to the King respecting the treaty between 
Trance and America was earned by 08 to 25 March 28 when the 
Luke of Richmond moved to withdraw the army from America, 
negatived by 66 to 28 , and again March 81 when Lord Effing 
liam a* motion on the state of the navy was lost by a majority of 
50 to 20 He was absent during all the debates on Lord North a 
Bill for oondlifttion with America. The lost night on which he 
was present was April 7 when Lord Chatham was seized with that 
illness which m a few days terminated fatally On the 21st of 
April Lord Cornwallis sailed for America. 

Towards the close of the year 1777 secret negotiations had 
been earned on between France and America but even previously 
the latter country had, through the agency of Beaumarchais, 1 
received considerable aid from the farmer Beaumarchais anxiety 
to recover the advances he had personally made rendered him so 
urgent an advocate of the advantages to be derived from war with 
England that he at length prevailed upon a weak Government to 
take that fatal step— one of the pranmate causes of the French 
Revolution. To the Amencans it was an all-important paint, for 
besides a considerable body of troops and supplies of arms and 
money it gave them, what they did not previously possess, a fleet. 
The subsequent calamities of the British are mainly attributable to 
their having thus lost the command at sea. 

1 Chula, 3rd I)cij of Ekfanoad, K.O.. in tho irmj tod ColotMl f tin 34th Bcghncst, 
FWd ilmhri «ud CcJcroJ of tbi b, bat reigned Hi ctmmhdoo April 12, 1776 

F b. 27 1784 d, D*e. 26 1800 j tn April 1. u h* would not «rr« the AiwrlcM! 

1767 H*ir dra cad cobrir of Chula, 3rd Trauonr of Om HotwtaU ffmn April, 1782, 
mad tut E«ri of AOabarr of tfa*t (ration. lo April, 1783 1 Hubr ef tbo llint ft*® 
Boerttirr of fltito from l Ur 23 to Ang. 18, J«». 1784 to F*b. 1T82 1 la 1720 ■pfoirisd 
1703 , Muter-Genml of th* Orduroo* frem Qmrwor f Jamaica, *wn b* diod. 

Jifl L 1783, to April 1 1783 «od tpiln Plem Angtwtt Cctm d# BeKjnuthrij, 
frtm Jin. 1 1784 to Feb. 18 17B5, *rb*c tin wiH-known mthor b. Jin. 24 1752, d. 
bo *tw replaced br Lord Gorawilita. H» lliy 17 1782 1 m. l«t, Nor 22, lT6o 
•erred la Oenmnr tn tl« Boren Tun 1 W*r lladtkhx Aobartx*, widow rf 

■nd wu pruent mt Woden. Frtoqmt i 2nd, April, 1768, Georritr* W*- 

• TTjcnm, 3rd E*ri of Effl fh*m, b. Jm. d«lua* Wnerbkn, widow of U L ErApW I 
13, 1747 d. Nor 16, 1T21 ; m. Oct. 14 3rd, Swim ladj Wrfc TWrtu EmTO* 
1765, Caihtriu, dan. of llriadf P roc t er, Wnicwaolu, 

E»q of Tboqw. Hi wu LlenL-Geoend 
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Loan Giorc.i fiinvni'f to H\m, Coum\ \llis. 

My Loup, winicinii \]>ui 12, 177 8 

If having been thought fit, fo guard against mcomcmenccs 
that Mould arise if any unforeseen accident should happen to S 11 
Uenn Clinton, that a on should hmc a dormant commission giving 
you the lank of Gencial in Ameiiea only, I lm\e the honoui to 
transmit to von, In his Majesty command, the inclosed com- 
mission, which, as it is not to take place hut in case of a con- 
tingency, in order to secure \ou m such case the chief command 
over the foreign Generals, is not to he made public if the contin- 
gency does not happen j nm &c % 

Gio Gj:hm\in 

With this commission Loid Cornwallis sailed foi Amciicn, and 
on an lung at Philadelphia found Su Henry Clinton prepnung to 
abandon it m consequence of oideis from homo. The two Generals 
had never been on very 001 dial terms, and it is piobable that 
discussions took place between them of so unpleasant a natme, as 
to induce Lord Cornwallis (whose maxim tluough life was that he 
was bound to execute whatevci mihtaiy duty was imposed upon 
him) to wute the following letter The answ’ci, though of couise 
of a much later date, is subjoined 

Earl Cornwaltts to Loan Glorgj Germain 

My Lord, Philadelphia, June 17, 1778 

As there is great leason to appi ehend, fiom the large detach- 
ments winch Sn Henry Clinton is going to make, that no offensive 
measures can be undertaken against the enemy m this part of the 
world, I must beg that your loidslnp will be so land as to lay my 
most humble request before Ins Majesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to permit me to return to England 

I have the honour to be, &c,, 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Georoe Germain to Earl Cornwallis 

My Lord, Pan Mali, Aug 0 , 177 s 

I had this morning the honour of your lordship’s letter of 
17th June, m which you desire his Majesty!s leave to return to 
England, as theie is no appearance of offensive measures being 
VOL 1 d 
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undertaken against tho enemy in that part of tho -world. I imme- 
diately laid your lordship s roqncut before Ins Majesty, who ordered 
mo to acquaint yon tliat at present lie cannot dispense with ycrar 
Borneo in North America, especially ns your lordship has a dormant 
commission to command all tho forces there m case of the death of 
Sir Henry Clinton I 

Geo Geilmain 

The evacuahon of Philadelphia by tho English, on Juno 18 
was attended with somo loss of stores, but greater loss of honour 
and reputation, They wore severely blamed for abandoning many 
of the inhabitants — worm loyalists — to the mercy of the Americans, 
who treated them with great cruelty Several including two 
Quakers qf high character and position, were inhumanly put to 
death. The retreat of the British army towards New York was 
very deliberately conducted The enemy’s pursuit was feeble, but 
Lord Cornwallis, who commanded the rear division had one oppor 
(unity of distinguishing himseK Being rather closely pressed near 
Freehold Court House, he considered it more advisable to take tho 
initiative than to await an attack. Accordingly (June 28) the hag 
gage and stores having moved forward with the rest of the army 
he charged the Americana, who were closing upon lnm, and drove 
them with great loes from the positions which they successively 
occupied. This defeat would have been more signal, but for the 
arrival of the remainder of the army under Washington, end the 
intense heat of the woother which rendered pursuit impracticable 
hut the Americans offered no farther molestation to the English 
army which, reached New York en the 5th of July 

The repulse of the Americans who landed on Rhode Island in 
August was followed by an unsucceffiful attempt by Lord Howe to 
bring the French fleet to action. After Borne days bad been spent 
m endeavouring to gam the weeth engage, a violent storm arose, 
which scattered both fleets, and, though partial engagements took 
place much to the credit of the British flag, no material advantage 
was obtained. By land various American poets were destroyed 
Lord Cornwallis commanded at the destruction of tho vessels m 
Little Egg Harbour and at the surprise of Pul nakfa corps. 1 

1 C«n(i Crirolr Pulatkl t Pel% not at tng hhn 1 t* ptrl to datth, 1/ thcr» wt * 
Ufh birth, h. Maieh 4 1 48, Wl«d t Uw chaac* of hU weeping Tb« moon* *f h'c- 

f S* crD*h Oct. © 177© H. or£i»b*l Hn»kJ (topped tin j»pctr*tk® f thl* erto* 
tb* attempt to Ktxa StaaiJm Anfcrtm I* rul*»ki * Utber w*» tb* ■ntbor of the C*** 
tbo *tr**t* of Wwnr Bept. 8, 1771 direct federation f D«r 
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l,\ll c«! S^UIN ) .f V >IP III M’l I'llMoS 

Silt '' ' Fr.i Vj,* Cs, 177s 

II. mug ruim"l mtellu:eu< , i i that u « oiiMilmabh both of 
militi i a ivirinn »t of htrht ilruroom wcr»> *»'--* in the 

in i"IiUnnr)u\ m! of in oiil. i <o mt« rrupt oui fomguur. *» plan 

ioum 1 on tin* o\< mm: ol the 27th for MupiMim: them Tliioo 
<b rt r- from the rnrht toltimn nbirme.l tin- militm who were 
p m tr New 'r,ui]> tn. h\ wlmh in* anythin made t lion escape* 
hut tlmbfi column, ooinmnmb d In < oinr.il < ^ i J was mj fortunate 
.»* not to he di- o\ i r< d and the !Mn)or-(o m i.'d < ondimtod lm inaicli 
with *»o much oid< r and so mI* nth and made m» good a disposition 
to stinound the nil uro of Old '1 nap in where the legiment of 
dngoons ln\ that la* i litireh ‘-ttrprccd thorn, and m i\ fo\\ escaped 
beuur « ith< r killed or tahui 11* hkewi-e foil mwithn small pm t\ 
of militia a fov> of whom n ere hilled and some taken piwmois 
The whole lo-- on our -ide was one man killed ot the second bat- 
talion of light mftnm. wlmh eorps had the puneipal share m tins 
Imsmrs- and bilm\ed with tin u usual sjtiut and alnenty 

The 71st reiriment, eommanded bv Lmut -Colonel Campbell, 5 
and the Queen's Kamrei'. umloi Lku( -C olonel iSnncoe, 1 wlio 
crossed (he North Him from Lieub-Cenclal Kmplmuscn’s 4 divi- 
sion and weio to June eo-opeiated with the other columns, weie 
pie\ ailed b\ the desertion of the tlneo men befoic mentioned, 
iiom sin prising a bod) of militia, who b\ (lint means took the alarm 
and made their escape 

I lime the lionom to he, &c, 

CoRNW ALLIS 

The following lettei shows the temper of the Ameiican Con- 
gress, and how ready they w ci e to mail themselves of tlio most 

1 Major-General, afterwards General Sn Hie place He was most unjust ifinblj heated 
Charles Grci, KB, Coloiul 3rd Dragoon by the Aineucniis, and bis evchangc with 
Guards, and Governor of Guerns.w , cicatod Ltlnn Allen w is not cllccled without much 
Lord Grcr June 23, 1801, and made Lari difficulty M P for the Stilling boroughs 
Grey April 11, 180G , b. Oct 23, 1729, d from Ko\ 3 77*1- to Inly, 1780, and from 
2s of 14, 1807, m June 8, 17G2, Elizabeth, July, 1789, till Jus death 
dan of George Grey, Esq, of bouthwick 3 Lieut -Colonel, nftei wards Lieut -General 
He was aide-de-camp to Pnnce l'crdmnnd at John Grn\es bimcoo, Colonel 22nd Regiment, 
Minden b 1750, d Oct 180G MP for St Maw os 

- Lieut -Colonel, afterwards Major-General from No\ 1790 to Feb 1792, when ho was 
Sir Archibald Campbell, KB, of Imemell, made Govcmoi of Uppo Canada In 1806 
Colonel 74th Regiment, d March, 1791 it was intended to appoint him Commander- 
Governor of Madras fiom March 9, 1785, to in-Chief in India, but the idea was gnen up 
Feb 7, 1789 He had been captured in 4 I icut -General Knyplinuscn commanded 
1770, the vessel aboard which he was cm- all the German hoops, b 1730, d at Beilin, 
barked having run into Boston, not being Juno 2, 1789 
aware that the English tioops had evacuated ‘ 

D 2 
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frivolous pretexts to avoid tho execution of positive engagements. 
By the Convention of Saratoga it was stipulated that the British 
troops should bo inarched to certain ports where transports were to 
meet them for their conveyance to England, on condition that 
until duly exchanged they should not serve against the Americans. 
II) a gross violation of the terms (which Washington, when appealed 
to could not deny) the men were removed mto the interior of the 
country and not allowed to embark for Europe. To put an end to 
all doubt, the British Government proposed to exchange them for 
on equal number of American prisoners. In transmitting this pro- 
position to Congress, 8ir Honry in firm but temperate language 
remarked that the terms of the convention hod not been observed 
and that the claim for an exchange was therefore strengthened. 
Not only was the subjoined reply given, but the whole of tho 
British prisoners were detained in captivity more or lees close till 
the termination of the war the A men cans preferring m this, as in 
several other similar cases, rather to violate their pledges than 
to allow the English the advantage of a reinforcement of trained 
troops. 


Thu Sbcretaiit or Coxobe® to Sib Hexbt Cuvtox 
Sib, puwriptia, *8, ms. 

Your letter of the 19th was laid before Congress, and I am 
directed to inform you that the CongreeB of the United States of 
America moke no answer to insolent letters. 

I am, with due respect, Sir your obedient humble servant, 

Ciias, Thompson 1 Sec. 

Sib Hejrt Clcttox to Loan George Gnuuix 

My Lord, Nc» Tort, o*. s, ms 

On the return of the troops from the expedition to Bedford, 
&a, I proposed taking a forward position with the army as well 
to procure a supply of forage (which we were much in want of) as 
to observe the motions of the rebel army and to favour an expe- 
dition. to Egg Harbour at which place the enemy had & number of 
pnvateers and pnxes, and considerable salt-works. 

Accordingly on the 22nd of last month, I requested Lord 
Cornwallis to take a position between Newbridge on tho Hackrn 
sock River m Jersey and Hudson a River and Lieu t. -Gene nil 

* Chari** ThCTnjwti, b. bi Intknd 172$ d. 1821 
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Knypliauseu one between Wepperham, on the last of those livers, 
and the Binns 

In this situation, with the assistance of the flat boats, we could 
assemble the army on eithei side of the North Rivei m twenty-foui 
hours, and by our having the command of that liver as far as the 
highlands, Mi Washington could not assemble that of the rebels m 
ten days to have done it in Jersey he must have quitted his 
mountains and risked a general action in a country little favour- 
able to him. 

As by the move before mentioned the piovmces of Jersey and 
New York weie opened, we leceived a considerable supply of pro- 
visions, and a numbei of families came in 

Geneial Washington did not seem to show the least disposition 
to assemble lus army, and the militia kept at a distance , however, 
by a well-projected plan of Lord Cornwallis, almost an entire 
legiment of the enemy’s light dragoons were surprised and 
earned off 

Foi the particulars of this I beg leave to refer your lordship 
to Lord Cornwallis’s leport, a copy of which I have the honour to 
enclose H Clinton 

Latei m the yeai Adnmal Byion 1 arrived with afresh squadron, 
but the weather was so stoimy that he was unable to blockade 
Boston, and D’Estamg 2 escaped to the West Indies Loid Corn- 
wallis, m the mean time, having received intelligence of the dan- 
gerous illness of Lady Cornwallis, lesigned Ins command, and sailed 
foi Europe, which he reached December 13th, 1778 


Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain 


My Lord, New York, Nov 24, 1778 

The aimy being now m winter quartern, and the defences 
of the different posts assigned, I have consented that Lieut-General 
Earl Cornwallis should return to England, where his knowledge of 
this country and of our cncumstances may during this season be 

1 Rcar-Admirnl, afterwards Admiral the 3 Charles Hector, Comte d’Estaing, b 
Hou John Byron, 2nd son of William, 4th Nor 24, 1729, guillotined April 28, 1794; 
Lord Byron, b Nor 8 1723, d April 10, m Peb 13, 1746, Wane Sophie, dnu of 
1786, m Sept 8, 1748, Sophia, dau of John Emannel Comte de Chateau Regnard He 
TTeramon, Esq , of Carlmjs He was pro- had the rank of Amird, equivalent to that 
acrbial for always encountering bad weather, of Field-Marshal He commanded the Na- 
and was called by the sailors “ Foul-weather tional Guard of Versailles on Oct 5 and 6, 
Jack ” The descnption of the suftenngs of 1780, but would not interfere to protect the 
the boat’s crew in the 2nd canto of Don Juan royal fnmily In early life he had been taken 
is mainly denved b\ Loid Byron from the by the English m India, but broke the parole 
adwjitmes of his grandfathci, when wuecked to which he li id been admitted 
in the ‘ W’agei ’ 
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ns serviceable as I have found Ins expen enco and activity during 
the campaign. I have the honour to be, Ac., 

II. Ouhton 

Tho British force in America, exclusive of Canada, Ac. oon 
mated, in tho early port of 1779, of the following corps, as appears 
from an Army list published in that year “ by authority n fit 'New 
York — 

BB1TUH. 

1 General Sir Henry Clinton. 

1 Lieut-General Earl Cornwall!*. 

16 Ihjor-G enemls. 

Cavalry 17th Regiment 

G rami* 2 Battalion*. 

Lino 29 Battalion*. 

Gxbxasv 

1 Liout -General Knyptan*eru 

0 U^Jar-Gtmetal*. 

line 22 Battalion*. 

Exclusive of artillery nnH engineers, 25 corps of Provincials, infantry 
and 4 of cavalry There were besides many irregular corps of 
loyalists, and several regiments of militia. 

The illness of Iridy Cornwallis terminated fatally Feb. 10 
and during the remainder of the winter Lord Cornwall is took little 
or no port m public affairs. He hod resigned his command m 
America with the int enti on of remaining at home, but the loss ho 
bad sustained altered his views, and he determined again to offer 
his services. 

Loan Geoege Gramme to 8m Haul Cu-vror 
StR, WhHAil] April II 1779 

After I had closed my despatched. Lord Cornwallis went to 
Court, and made an offer of his services to the King, which you will 
not doubt his Majesty was graciously pleased to accept end I have 
received his Majesty s commands, m consequence thereof to recal 
and cancel the dormant commission of General which I told you, 
in my letter No. 28 was signed by tho King for Major General 
Vaughan, and Lord Cornwallis is to return to his former situation of 
second in command to you. 

As you are well acquainted with his Lordship s military merit 
and services, his return to America cannot hut bo highly pleasing 
to ) ou, and your having so nblo an officer to second you in your 
operations, and share with you the cares and fatigues of so extensive 
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n command, will, I hope ho an additional motnc foi jour lem tim- 
ing m it. if any motnc could l»o limiting to induce \ou to continue 
w it h fc.ati'sfnetion m a command. 10 m exeicisc of winch lias nlieady 
redounded so much to jour own lumoui, lias heen so henoficial to 
the public service, and repeatedly appioicd bj the King 

I have, Ac , 

Gno Germain. 


The nfthns of America occupied much of the attention of Bnr- 
liamcnt m the course oi the spring The only important debate in 
the House of Lords (at which Lord Cornwallis appears to have been 
present) was on a motion by Loid Bristol 1 to rcinmo Loid Sand- 
wich 2 from otlicc negatned by 78 to 39. of whom 25 signed a 
piotest In the House ol Commons Loid Howe and Sn William 
Howe, who thought that then ehnracteis bad been unfanly im- 
pugned bv Mimsteis, obtained a Committee of the whole House to 
lm obligate the conduct of the war m Amcnca r Jhey consideicd 
Lord Cornwallis a mat dial witness on then behalf, but a motion foi 
Ins attendance, April 29, was opposed by Loid Noith, and negatived 
bv 180 to 15S On May 5 it w as i cncw ed and coined almost without 
opposition, and lie w’as examined the following day After all, Ins 
evidence was of little importance He piofessed himself icady to 
reply to questions on facts, but declined gmng nny answers on 
matters of opinion ne therefore lefused to say whethei he thought 
the movements of the troops undei Sir William How e judicious or 
not, and would only state geneially that he had a high respect foi 
Sn William’s mihtaiy talents The disaster at Tienton he attri- 
buted to the negligence and misconduct of the commanding officer 
The Government summoned but few witnesses, and they spoke 
puncipally as to the force of the respective armies Piom the 
official letuins, it appeared that on Aug 1, 1777, theie w r eie, in- 
cluding sick, 37,512 rank and file at New Yoik, and 3362 m other 
posts The American army was nevei estimated by the witnesses 
at moie than 16,000 Aftei muck time had been consumed, it was 
evident that the proceedings wmild answ r ei the purpose of neithei 

1 Augustus John, 3rd Etui of Bristol, 3 John, 4th Bail of Sandwich, b Nor 4, 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, b May 19, 1724, 1718, d April 30, 1792, m March 7, 1741, 

d Dec 22, 1799 , m Aug 5, 1744, Eliza- Judith, dau of Charles, 1st Viscount Fane 
beth, dau of Colonel Thotuas Chudleigh, aftei- A Lord of the Admiralty from Dec 1744, to 
wards well known as Duchess of Kingston Feb 1748, during which time lie was em- 
M P for Bury St Edmunds and Saltash ployed as Minister at the Hague and at the 
from May, 1757, till he succeeded to the Congiess of Aix-la-Chapelle , three times 
peerage March 18, 1775, Groom of the Bed- First Loid of the Admiralty — in 1748, 1763, 
thambei Nor 1763, and a Loid of the Ad- and 1771, twice Secretary of State — m 1763 
miralty Jan 1771 He lesigned both offices and 1770 
A pul, 1775 
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party for whilo Sir William Howe failed to show tliat ho had not 
been, duly supported by Ministers, they could substantiate no serious 
charge •against hum On the 20 th of Juno the Committee, without 
opposition, was adjoumod smt die, and nover met again. Of course, 
no report was made. Lord Cornwallis Boon after sailed from England, 
and arrived at New York early in August. 


Sm Hoky Canrrox to Loan Geoeoe Gemiact 
3Iy LoBD Kaw Tort, Aoj 20 17 9 

I must beg leave to express how happy I am made by the 
return of Lord Cornwallis to thin country His Lordship s inde- 
fatigable real, his knowledge of the country, his professional ability 
and the high estimation m wlnoh ho is held by this army must 
naturally give me the warmest confidence of efficacious support 
from him in every undertaking which opportunity may prompt and 
onr circumstances allow 

But his presence, my Lord, affords to me another source of 
satisfaction. When there is upon the spot an officer every way so 
well qualified to have the interests of his country entrusted to lnm, 
I should hope I might without difficulty be relieved from a station 
which nobody acquainted with its conditions will suppose to have 
sat light upon me. 

To Bay truth my Lord, my spirits are warn out by struggling 
against the consequences of many adverse incidents, which, without 
appearing publicly to account for my situation, have effectually 
oppressed me to enumerate them would be a painful and unneces- 
sary perhaps an improper task. At the same tune let me add, my 
Lord, that my zeal is unimpaired and were I conscious that my 
particular efforts were necessary for his Majesty s service, no tar 
cum stance of private feeling would raise within me a single wish of 
retiring from the command. That, however is not the case for I 
do seriously give it as my opinion that if the endeavours of oay 
man are likely under our present prospects, to be attended with 
success, Lord Cornwallis, for many reasons, stands among the first 
I have only to lament that I came to the head of this army at 
a period of difficulty when the urgency of affaire in different 
quarters, and motives of more immediate concern necessarily with- 
drew from this command the extensive support which its nature 
required, and which I am convinced it would not otherwise have 
wanted. I acquiesce m the importance of those objects, which 
have oither actually diminished or have prevented the augmentation 
of my force let I must sav that liad men the fooblo reinforce- 
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merits winch I am still expecting aruved as early as I tliouglit 
myself secure would have been the case, I should have found 
myself enabled to attempt measures perhaps of serious consequence. 
Under my present cncumstances, if I shall not have fulfilled the 
expectation which may have been indulged from this army, I tiust 
I shall always find the failure attributed to its just cause, the in- 
adequacy -of my strength to its object 

Thus cncumstanced, and convinced that the force under my 
command at piesent, or that will be during this campaign, is not 
equal to the services expected from it, I must earnestly request 
your Lordslnp to lay before his Majesty my humble supplications, 
that he will permit me to lesign the command of this army to Lord 
Cornwallis His Majesty’s assent to this petition will crown the 
many favours of winch my heart will evei retain the most grateful 
lemembiance j have the honour, &c , 

H Clinton. 

The attempts at reconciliation made duimg the year 1778 had 
so totally failed that they were not again renewed The only hope 
now evidently rested on success m the field, yet even this conviction 
does not appear to have infused much energy into the military 
operations During the absence of Lord Cornwallis little was done 
m the North by either side beyond the capture and re-capture of 
various insignificant posts Nor was much more effected after his 
l etuiu, nor were his services i eqrnred for any important operation In 
the South considerable advantages were gained Georgia had been 
overrun, Augusta and Savannah were taken, and m October General 
Lincoln 1 and the Comte D’Estamg, who endeavoured to recover 
the latter town, met with a most ignominious repulse The de- 
claration of wai by Spam was followed by the invasion of British 
Florida, but the partial successes of the Spaniards m some parts did 
not compensate for the losses they sustained elsewhere 

Considerable reinfoi cements were sent to Canada, but the 
alarm expressed by Governoi Dallmg 2 for the safety of Jamaica 
induced Sir Heniy Clinton to ordei to the West Indies the le- 
mamder of the force destmed foi the North Lord Cornwallis 
ofifeied to take the command of this expedition, and actually sailed, 
Sept 24, with geneial instructions to provide for the safety of 

1 JInjor-General Benjamin Lincoln, b Jnn 1st, Elizabeth, dnu of Philip Pinnoth, Esq , 
23, 1733, d May*!, 1810, m 1755 Secre- 2nd, Louisa, dan of Excelles Lawford, Esq 
tnry at War from Oct 1781 to Oct 1783 Governor of Jamaica fiom Sept 1777 to 

2 Colonel, afterwards General Sn John 1782, and Commando -in-Chiet at 31 idris 
Dallmg, Bart, so created Maicli 11, 1783, from Dec 17S4 to April, 1780, and on lua 
Colonel 37th Itegiment, d Jnn 1708, in resignation obtained a pension of 1000/ 



42 


LORD CORNWALLIS 


Cru-p II 


Tamm co, then, if poegiblo, to take New Orleans, and finally to join 
Sir Henry Clinton at Savannah. Wliy this arrangement was 
altered does not appear but Ldrd Cornwallis returned in a few 
days to Now York, leaving General Grant in command. Tims 
closed the year 1770 considerably to the advantage of the English, 
though no decisive blow had boon struck. Sir H. Clinton like 
Sir W Howe, was not satisfied with "his position nor with the sup- 
port he received from Government The letter tendering his 
resignation lias already boen given the answer is now subjoined. 

Loan George Germain to Sm Henbt Clinton 

8m, Whiten Nor 4, 1779 

I did not omit the earliest opportunity of laying before his 
Majesty your letter of 20th August, in which you express yonr 
desire of being permitted to return to England and resign the com 
mand of the troops to Lard Cornwallis. Though the King has 
great confidence in his Lordship s abilities, yet his Majesty is too 
well satisfied with your conduct to wish to see the command of his 
forces m any other hands. 

Yon have had too recent proofs of his Majesty s favour to doubt 
of his royal approbation. The reinforcements Bent to you have 
been as ample as could be afforded m the present situation of this 
country when so many different services must be attended to, and 
when the powerful enemies we are engaged with require the utmost 
exertions for the protection of this kingdom, and for the defence of 
its extensive dominions. 

I£ however you «hsll s till, under the present circumstances, 
wish to retire, upon receiving your final resolution upon that subject, 
I shall lay it immediately before the King, and I should hope that 
Ins Majesty though reluctantly would comply with yonr request. 

I am, Ac, 

Geo Geiuiain 
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CHAPTER III. 


Siege of Chnrlestown — The British adtnncc into the mtonor of the country — 
Abuse of “protections” — Command deiohes on Lord Cornwallis — Ills 
arrangements for goienimcnt of tlic province — Achnncc of General Gates — 
His total defeat b) Lord Cornwallis — General Sumpter surprised by Tarlcton 

— Punishment of deserters — Defeat of Major Ferguson by the llcbel militia 

— 'Winter-quarters at Wynnesborougli — Colonel Tarlcton attacks Sumpter 
and is repulsed — Correspondence with General Greene — Employment of 
Indians — Efiecls of the campaign of 1780 

The departure of the French fiom the coast, after then repulse 
at Savannah, left Sn Henry Clinton at liberty to attempt the long- 
pi ojected reduction of the Southern piovmces Tins step nns the 
more important, ns the financial resources of the Amencans 
greatly depended on the sale of the Vngmian tobacco, which was 
mostly exported from the Chesapeake. The expedition sailed 
from New York December 26, 1779 , but, mainly owing to bad 
weathei, did not reach the rendezvous at Tybee till the end of 
January ; and the army did not break giound before Charlestown 
till April 1. Sn Henry Clniton himself commanded the besieging 
army, and detached Lord Cornwallis, with about 1900 men, across 
Cooper River, to intercept all communication between the garrison 
and the country, a service which he veiy effectively pei formed 
Though lemoved from the scene of more active operations, he was 
anxious to share the perils of the expected assault 

Earl Corxwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 
SlR, Camp at Marugolls, May 7, 1780, 9 pm 

I am glad to hear that everything looks so well on 
your side If you find that the enemy aie obstinately bent on 
frying the fate of a storm, I shall take it as a favour if you will let 
me be of the party I can be with you m eight horns fiom youi 
sending to me I should be happy to attend my old friends, the 
grenadiers and fight infantry , and perhaps you may think that on 
an occasion of that sort you cannot have too many officers I can 
only say that, unless you see any inconvenience to the service, it is 
my hearty wish to attend you on that occasion As it may not be 
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proper to commit to writing, if yon should approve of it, your 
Baying your Lordship will take a ride at such an hour, will be 
sufficient. I am, Ac., 

Oo RNW ALI. 1 6 . 

Tlio aaeanlt however nover took place, an, on May 12th, General 
Lincoln surrendorod with about 0000 men, 400 pieces of artillery 
and large magazines- Ten vessels, mounting from 10 to 60 guns, 
woro also taken. The loss of the British from the commence- 
ment of the siege amounted to little more than 250 killed and 
wounded. 

Three separate corps wore immediately sent mlo the interior of 
the country one to take possession of Ninety-Six another to more 
upon Augusta while the third, under Lord Cornwallis, was to 
attack the only body of rebels remaining in arms in South Carolina. 
Theso three objects were all successfully accomplished. 


Eabt. Oorjtwaxlib to Sir Hesiit Cuhtou 
Sir, Cirodm, Jtm* 1, 1780 

In my letter of the 80th of last month, I enclosed a note from 
Lieut Colonel Tarleton, 1 wrote m great haste from the field of action 
and I explained my reasons for sending the detachment under his 
command m pursuit of the enemy 

I have now the honour of transmitting to you his account of the 
march and engagement with the loes on both sides. 

I can only add the highest enoomrams on the conduct of Lieut 
Colonel Tarleton. It will give me the most sensible satisfaction to 
hear that your Excellency has been able to obtain for him some 
chstmgmshed mark of his Majesty s favour 

I have the honour do, 

Cornwallis. 


1 Coloo«l afterward* Otucral Sr Bamatra 
T rlrtoc, B*rt_, G.C.B-, Colonel 2 Lit Dra- 
pooci, b. Anj *1 17M d. J*n. 2S, 1833 : 
m. Dec. 17 1798 Som PrlwrfJla, natural 
<ku_ of Rohtrt, 4th Duka f Amatar 
Ccloorl TarWtoo Ut*J fer mm* jean with 
IVrdita (Hr*. RoUokb) after b*r cocmexkw 
» ti tb* Print* of \\ alo* waa Wok an off and 
it aajd to ha rrcthwl comUerabU an rot of 


Tacttfj from ber JLP far Urtrpool fhm 
1790 to 1806, and ajaJn fl-*«n 1807 t* 
1815. In the Hoca* of Common* b* w** 
ootorlma foe hi* erltidama upon mflitary 
ma tiara, tb* Tain* of which may h* *th- 
matad fratn the fact that b* ehae*t uniformly 
ooodennjed tbo eondnet of tb* Dul « 
\\ ritlngtop. 
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biurr -C oioml Taiuton to Eu.l Cornwaliis. 

Loud Wnxlmv*, Mnj 30, 1780 

I June tlic honour to inform you Hint, jcslerdny at tlnce 
o’clock, r w.. after a mnreli of 105 miles m 5 .1 hour*. with tlic corps 
of cnvaliy, tlic mfnnliy of the legion mounted on hoiscs, and a 
threc-poundei, at Waxhaws, neai the lme which diudes North fiom 
Soutli Carolina, the rebel force, commanded by Colonel Burford, 
consisting of the lltli Yngmin and detachments of othci icgimcnts 
from the same piovmcc. with m-tilleiy and somo cavalry, weie 
brought to action 

After the summons, m which teims similar to those accepted 
by Charlestown were offered, and positively i ejected, the action 
commenced m a wood the attacks were pointed at both tlnnks, 
the front and leseivo by 270 cavalry and mfantiy blended, and 
at the same instant all were equally 'notorious, few of the enemy 
escaping, except the commanding oflicer, by a piccipitate flight on 
horseback 

It is above my ability to say anything in commendation of the 
bin very and execution of officers and men. I leave then merit to 
your Lordship’s consideration 

I have the honour, Ac , 

Ban. Tanleton, Lieut -CoL, 

Commanding Bntish Legion 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

SlR, Camden, June 2, 1780 

I have sent emissaries to our fi lends m North 
Carolina, to state my situation to them, and to submit to them 
whether it would not be piudent foi them to lemam quiet, until I 
can give them effectual support, winch could only he done by a 
force remaining in the country. At the same time I assuied them 
that, if they thought themselves a match foi then enemies wutliout 
any regular force, and were determined to rise at all events, I 
would give them every assistance m my power, by inclusions of 
light tioops, furnishing ammunition, &c 

Although m this sanguine moment, I may appear slow and 
cautious to some who overflow with zeal, I must trust you wall find 
my conduct m this business both active and vigorous 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis 
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Eaul C-oritwallis to Brioadier-Gehttral Pattbos 1 Comjiakdajtt 
AT CEARLZBTOTVK 

Deab Sir, ctmi*n, j™ io, i so 

It is with groat concern that I find tho Commander m-Chief 
adopted tlio idea of gnmtmg indiscri mina te protections, by which 
means some of the most violent rebels and persecutors of the whole 
province are declared faithful subjects, and are promised to be 
protected m their persons and properties. Yon will see by the 
inoloeed regulations, that all persons m whom we can place any 
confidence will be militia men the remomder therefore most be 
considered as disaffected. All persons who have got these pro- 
tections, and who cannot be safely received into the militia, must 
bo obliged to give up their protections, and their parolee must be 
taken as prisoners of war I should wish It to be publicly known, 
that no more protections will be granted, and that those already 
given will be recalled, mile* the conduct and characters of the 
possessors entitle them to be trusted to bear arms m the militia or 
provincial corps. I am, &o, 

CORNWAUJfl. 

I should wish you to disarm the districts near you, as we cannot 
show too soon that we are m earnest 

Earl Corjwaltjs to Liedt -Oolohkl Balfour. 

DHAB BaLFOUB, Camdin, Jem* 11, 1 80 

I yesterday met, by accident, with a Proclamation 
issued June 1st by 8ir H. Olm ton and the other Commissioners. 

I was at first startled at it and at tho effect it had on tho people 
of the country Howovor on considering it attentively it appears 
yngue and nugatory and does not materially affect any part of 
my plan. I likewise find that the Aides-de-camp at head-quarters 
have been distributing protections, declaring some of the most 
violent and persecuting rebels good and loyal subjects. I must, 
however notwithstanding these little obstacles, persevere steadily 
in my plan. All those possessing these protections who como 
under the description of being sent to tho Islands, 1 mast have their 

1 Brigadier aRanrardi Ocoanl, Jimn VTfgtrw Borough* from 1700 to 1708, 
IMlkt CoL-Cccmnaiidaiit ILA. i A F*fc. for Arondtl frotn J It 1787 to 1802. 

1805 » Tb* of war and thorn pa*X* 

* Colaotl N**tJt Balfour aftrrward* a to whom bo cnefldfne* coct! bo [IiCWi w J * 
Oaocnl, and Cokwl 30 th lUrfmwiL h. 1U3 rmxrrr.1 to »«r* of tb* aamrmu cm 

d Oct 10 1823j nnnurrfcA II P for tb* tbr ccart of Sooth CaroUm. 



1780 


AMERICA 


47 


piotections taken av;ay, and piopei paroles substituted All others 
who aie not sufficiently loyal to be admitted mto the mili tia, must 
have then piotections exchanged for common paroles. . . . 

I am, &c , 

CORNWALLIS 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieijt -Colonel Innes 1 

« 

DEAR Sir, Camden, June 16, 1780 

Mills 2 has been premature m his rising , but as he lives in 
a remote comei of the country, qmte out of oui way, and insists 
upon defending the settlements of himself and his followeis, we 
must let him act I have used every expedient m my power to 
induce our friends in North Carolina to remain at home and get m 
then harvest, and by no means to think of lismg till I send to 
them, and I have leason to think now that they have all ac- 
quiesced, though very unwillingly. I must beg you will let Mills 
have a little ammunition, and you must absolutely send some 
tolerably intelligent officei with him, to insist positively on his 
acting only on the defensive, and to put him m the way of domg so 
Should he act offensively, he might endanger the bringing on a 
premature nsmg m the province, and rum all oui plans foi the 
i eduction of North Carolina j amj & c } 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Com walks had strongly deprecated any prematme nsmg 
in North Carolina, which might expose the loyalists to be cut off m 
detail, as he purposed to march m the beginning of September 
mto the back parts of that piovmce, which he entertained sanguine 
hopes of reducing In a letter to Sn H Clinton, June 30, an- 
nouncing this intention. Lord Cornwallis expi esses his opinion, 
that if Ins effoits should prove successful, North Carolina would 
effectually covei Georgia and South Carolina, and that the whole 
might he retained with a force no larger than was required foi the 
latter province alone. 


1 Alexander Innes, Colonel of the South militn He was hanged in cold blood by 

Carolina Regiment of Loj nlists, and Inspector- the Amcncans after the defeat of Ma)or Fer- 
General of the Prouncial Corps guson 

2 Colonel Mills commanded a regiment of 
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Earl ComnrALua to Vice Admiral AnBtmriroT 1 


DEAR SIR, Ch*ri*town, June _0 17®0 

I hopo you mil not bo offended when I assure you that the 
Proclamation of the Commissioners, of the let, and that of the 
General, of the 8rd, did not at all contribute to the success of my 
operations. Nothing can in my opinion be so prejudicial to the 
affairs of Great Britain as a wont of discnminabom You will cer- 


tainly loee your friends by it, and as certainly not gam over your 
enomies. There is but one way of inducing the violent rebels to 
become* our friends, and that is by convincing them it is their 


interest to bo so. 


I am, A a, 


CoumvALLiB. 


Almost immediately after the fall of Charlestown proclama 
tionfl had been issued by Sir Henry Clinton, calling upon all well 
disposed persons to enrol themselves in the militia for a limited 
term of service, and denouncing severe* punishment against those 
who should take up arms on the other aide. Parolee were required 
from such as oould not be trusted, but various privileges and 1 m 
mum ties were to be granted to the weH-effected The good effects 
of these proclamations were totally undone by thoee of a later date, 
of which Lord Cornwallis so strongly complained, smce they con 
verted into active spies numbers who, if not friendly were inclined 
to be tranquil, and threw the whole province into a dangerous 
ferment. 

On the departure, June 5 of Sir Henry Clmton to the north 
ward the command, civil as well as military devolved on Lord 
Cornwallis, who with only 4000 regular troops and a few pro- 
vmmalfl had not only to occupy several important posts* widely 
distant from each other but also to mam tain m the field an 
efficient force to repel any attempt made by the American Generals 
to invade South Carolina. To keep down the rising spirit of dis- 
affection was another part of his arduous task. Before commencing 
operations it was also incumbent upon him to establish a regular 
system of civil government for the province, and to organise an 

i AAmfrmJ Marriott Arbtrthact, b. 1711 tom, Ccakn Angratm, iod Sannmhi j*- 

d. J«n- 31 1 01 1 h* i* by CThutwA to «id« Oxnw U1IL, Orcrp Tom, 

Imt* two nrpbnr of Dr Artdtfroot, Lb* Mocnt, \toetT-5Ii «ni Bejuiort, *od oCafr 
ft-Wai f Pop*. trailer place*. 

* Tb* prtodp*! f th*a* port* Qnrl**- 
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efficient police. For tins purpose Lord Cornwallis letumed to 
Chailestown, wlieie lie was for a considerable time occupied 
witli these difficult but necessary aiiangements. They weie 
completed in a niannei which reflected the highest ciedit on 
his administrative talents, but it would be tedious to enter 
upon the details 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon 1 

My DEAR Lord, Charlestown, June 29, 1780 

The affair of Try on County 2 has given me gi eat concern 
Although I had my appiehensions that the flame would break out 
somewheie, the folly and imprudence of our friends are unpardon- 
able I desire you null inform Lieut -Colonel Hamilton 3 that I 
wish him to come to town immediately, and would have him 
acquaint his officers before he leaves the legiment, that if I hear 
of any more instances of nregulanty about lecrmtmg, 01 dis- 
obedience of oiders, I will put the regiment into garrison on 
Sullivan’s Island. 

You -will please to order Major Doyle 4 to examine all recruits 
that are brought to any of the provincial corps, and if it appeals 
that any of them are rebel ” prisoners, they must be sent to town 
escorted by an officer and party of the corps which has enlisted 
them, and you will report to me the name of the officer by whom 
they were enlisted 

I think I mentioned to you that it will be proper to give 
higher rank to the majors of militia, as soon as propel peisons 
can be found to succeed them as majors Perhaps you need 
not wait even for that, as the being called Colonel will help to 
give them authonty You will please to give oiders to send on 
parole to the Islands all who come undei the description of my 
order 


1 Francis Lord Rawdon, afterwards Earl 
of Moira, K G and G CB, made Marquis 
of Hastings, Dec 7, 1816, a General and 
Colonel 27th Regiment, b Dec 9, 1754, d 
Not 28, 1836 , m July 12, 1804, Flora, 
Countess of Loudon m her own right He 
saw much service, and distinguished himself 
highly , Governor-General of India from Oct 
1813 to Jan 1823 , Governor of Malta from 
May, 1824, to Dec 182b, succeeded Lord 
Cornwallis in 1806 as Constable of the Tower, 
and held that office till his death M P for 
Randnlstown from 1780 to 1783 

2 The Loyalists had risen in the end of 

J une under Colonel More, hut were defeated 

VOL I 


by Colonel Rutherford 

8 Lieut -Colonel John Hamilton, North 
Carolina Volunteers, oDe of the best of the 
Loyalist officers , his whole property was 
confiscated, but as he was m business his 
case did not come under the rules laid down 
for compensation, in 1794, however, he re- 
cened a considerable sum 

4 Major, afterwards General Sir John, 
Doyle, Bart , so created Oct 19, 1805, 
GCB, Colonel 87th Regiment, b 1750, 
d Ang 8, 1834, unmarried MP for Mul- 
Imgar 1784 to 1798, and for Newport, Isle 
of Wight, from Dec 1806 to April, 1807 


E 
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I ha vo received from my brother 1 * * 4 a very satisfactory account 
of his engagement "with La Motto Pioquet,' 

Believe me, in,, 

COENWAXLIR. 


Earl Corjttalus to Sib Hmr Cldttov 
C heiriertown, Jane 30 1780, — Sr# Appendix, ha. 1 


Earl Corjwallo to Sib Hesbt Cllviov 


SlB, CJmrtettown, July 14, 1780 

About the time that the Beaumont ’ Rofled wrth my last 
letters, I received despatches from Pensacola, which I transmit to 
your Excellency I was extremely sorry to learn that the state 
of the place and that of their enemies m the neighbourhood of it, 
wm very different from what I had heard a few days before through 
the channel of a private letter from St Augustine and I am the 
more concerned, as the relative situation of this place, the state of 
the naval affaire here, and the present condition of the province, 
render it utterly impossible for me to give assistance for to at- 
tempt it with any degree of prudence, and to do it effectually a 
convoy would be wanted of more considerable force than could be 
given from hence, and a greater detachment of troops than could 
be spared consistent with the security of this important province. 

In case of a misfortune at Pensacola, St Augustine becomes a 
frontier in this quarter and I think I shall direct Lieut Colonel 
Clarke 1 to take the command there with the regiment of lYetssen 
bach and some provincials, and remove the detachments of the 
60th (upon which from their composition there can be no great 


1 Hotu Will km Conrwallie, Cental* R.N., 
afterward* Admiral of the Bed, O C D b. 

Feb 30 1744, d, July 8, 1818 uamarried. 
II .P tor Eya from Hay 1768, to J*n- 1774 
from March, 1783, to March, 1784 1 than far 

ParUmouth to Jam# 1780, and again far Eya 
to Jan, 1807 He »u t«tj dktirqpiiihed 
ofFtosr. and known in the N ry aa BIQt Bhw 
be had many paenliartUat among ertnera, be 
voaM aarer allow hhnaalf to be enfled 81r 
William, after h bad reed red the Bath. 
The aetkm alloded to tn tbe text w*e C*nht 
off At, Lode, Marti 35 I the Eaxlkh eqna- 
droc rocketed of the Lioc, 64 and two 
other email aalbottbedloe. The Frawh of 

4 eerraty four* aid 8 frigate*. They aepa- 
ratod after fichtbg to* 14 boon | and when 
next day Captain ComwaHi* h*l been r*b>- 
fbrtrd by 1 kxty too end 2 frigates the 


French declined to renew tbe eng ag e m ent 
Hie celebrated retreat with 5 wfl-ofibe-lk* 
and 1 frigate before 18 aafl-of-tbe-ftae, 14 
frigate*, and 8 other enrdl ehlpe, took plae* 
J roe 17 1785. 

* Comte Guillaume Pleqnet de U Motto, 
cecal ly know La llotta Ploqeet, b 1750, 
iJolylO 1781 

* LtentdlrJonel, afterward* FJeld-Jlanfrel, 
8fe A lured Clark KJL, and Coioc*l *f tbe 
7th Regime®*, b. about 1T40 <L 8ert. 16, 

1633( married Catherine, Aiu. of Orbylloa tor, 

Eaq She bad prrrtcnnly nm away with Lard 
Pembroke. < &■# Horae* Walpole * Letter*,) 
CotmmnderdnXhkf t Uadrae and JUcpI 
from Jan. 1786 to July 1801 f tor 
month* In 1"BB be wa* Aetiog Ooreraer- 
GeWerel. n commanded t the eeptare « 
the Cape ef Good Hrpe fVpt. 1705, 
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dependence ! ) to Savannah, to assist m the mtenoi business of the 
province For with East Florida m orn possession on one side 
and South Carohna on the othei, it is not piobable that Geoigia 
can be an object to any foreign enemy. 

Smce my aniyal at this place I have been employed m the 
internal regulations of the piovmce, and settling the rnihtia of the 
loner districts, both of which aie in forwardness , and I have kept 
up a constant correspondence with the frontiers and the interior 
parts of North Caiohna, wheie the aspect of affairs is not so peace- 
able as when I wrote last. Sumpter, 1 2 with about 1500 militia, is 
advanced as far as the Catawba settlement Lord Rawdon reports 
to me that many of the disaffected South Carolinians from the 
Waxhaw and othei settlements on the frontier, whom he had put 
on parole, have availed themselves of the geneial release of the 
20th of June, and have joined Geneial Sumpter 

Accounts from Virginia through different channels say that 
2500 of their militia had followed De Kalbe, 3 that the Assembly 
had voted 5000 men, to be immediately drafted to serve as a corps 
of observation, and had vested their Governor with absolute power 
during their recess The Government of North Carohna is hke- 
'wise making great exertions to laise troops, and persecuting our 
friends in the most cruel manner, m consequence of which Colonel 
Bryan, 4 although he had promised to wait for my oiders, lost all 
patience and rose with about 800 men on the Yadkin, and by a 
difficult and dangeious march jomed Major M ‘Arthur 5 on the 
holders of Anson county, about two-tlnrds only of his people were 
armed, and those I believe but indifferently 

The effects of the exertions which the enemy are making m 
those two provinces, will, I make no doubt, be exaggerated to us 
But upon the whole there is every reason to believe that their plan 
is not only to defend North Carohna, but to commence offensive 
operations immediately , which reduces me to the necessity, if I 
wanted the inclination, of following the plan which I had the honour 
of transmitting to your Excellency m my letter of the 30th of June, 6 
as the most effectual means of keeping up the spirits of our friends 
and securing this province To enable me to begin fhst, I am using 
every possible despatch m transporting to Camden rum, salt, regi- 


1 The 60th was then mainly composed of 
foreigners — deserters— and men sentenced to 
unlimited service by couiis-tnartml 

2 Major-General Tho' Sumpter, b 1734, 
d June 1, 1832 

3 Major-General the Baion de Kalbe, b 

1752, hilled Aug 19, 1780 , m 1767, Ma- 

demoiselle Anne Emihe Van Robais , he was 

a nntne of Anxpach, and hid commanded a 


German regiment in the French service, with 
the rank of brigadier 

4 Colonel Samuel Bryan, a loyalist , his 
whole property x\as confiscated 

5 Major Archibald M'Arfhur, 71st Regi- 
meut, afterwards Lieut-Colonel 60th Regi- 
ment. Left the service Nov 18, 1790 

6 See Appendix 

E 2 
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mental stores, arms, and ammunition, which, on account of the dis- 
tance and excessive heat of the season, is a work of infinite labour, 
and requires a considerable tnna. The want of subordination and 
confidence of our militia in themselves, will make a considerable 
regular forco always necessary for the dofence of the province, until 
North Carolina is perfectly reduced. It will bo needle* to attempt 
to toko any considerable number of the South Carolina militia with 
us when wo advance thoy can only be looked upon as light troops, and 
wo shall find friends enough in the next province of the same quality, 
and wo must not undertake to supply too many useless mouths. 

When the troops march into North Carolina rt will be abso- 
lutely nocessary to get supplies up some of the principal nvers of 
that province I therefore thought it proper to apply to Captain 
Henry to detain the Sandwich, which will be more useful to us 
than any frigate m the service, and could not m my opinion bo 
much wanted at New York, where the Admiral 1 will Lave it m his 
power to fit up 00 many vessels of the same land. Captam Henry 
hoe consented, and I hope to procure, with her assistance and the 
galleys, a tolerable water-communication pretty high up the conn 
try The b ringing the troops down towards the coast before tho 
month of November would be leading them to certain destruction. 

I have, Ac., 

Cornwallis. 

8m Henry Glutton to Earl Oobfwallis. 

ATt Loud H*«d Qmrtan, PhlllljMlranh, July 14, 1780 

Agreeable to the mtrmatioii I had the honour of 
gmng June 1 I request you will send me as soon as possible what 
troops you can spare I think you may give 2500 men bo I have 
not sent the baggage on. The enemy intend to attack Canada 
but Washington has not been able to reennt his army 

I hare, &o, 

H Clinton 

In another despatch, dated the following day Sir Henry Clinton 
announces, that instead of attempting a diversion on the scale on 
g in all y proposed, he should only send 1000 men to Elizabeth River 

E>rl Cornwallis to Sir Henrt Clctton 
Sib, Ch*riartowB A Of. 8 1780- 

I have received your letters of the 14th and 15th of Jnlf 
and am very glad to find by the hitter that you do not place much 

* AcfmfnU Artathaot. 
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dep ndeuc,* «m tvc< i\ing (rot*p>, fiom hence M\ lot (<•* of (lit* I 1 f li 
b\ Urn * lldil i\.’ will lm\o < <m\ meed vm <>f tin* mipu—jbilih o| 
>\i* lUomnor t]j,» fi,n o m t hi- pi ounce, mu! eu*i \ fluntr winch h.t** 
huppmn il ‘•m* e lint Imm t**nd- mme ‘■tiomrU to eoniinn it Tin* 
*Mn nl Mat** of thum- m tin* two prouiues oi Noith and South 
< ’ irolin t« j- not \ih materially ulteiod Miin m\ httei-ol the 1 Ith 
and J~‘h of hi*-! mouth wore wiitton I'V'ipn nt *>kmm-hi with 
\ariou- '•in o« »*. hate happened in tin* «ounti\ be(w« on the ( ’utawba 
Kiser md Hioad lviser The militia of (In* tli-ti j<*( about Tnrei and 
1 iimon e riser- ssn-fornnd In u*- und* t a Colonel 1 loyd 1 Coloiu 1 
Ned. the IMi.'l (oloni'l, ]m«l tied , but hieut -Colonel Hide, who 
li ul beta pa, tied to tin* J-lund-, ov hanged. on la** nirisal in 
( 'irirle-tow a, lu*» ji irolc for a < ertilu ate of In- beau; a good -object, 
r< turned to the country and cuned oft the whole battalion to join 
(-tener.il Sumpter at Catawba \\ e ha\e not, bosses oi, on tho whole 
lo-t ground m that p tri of the count i \ On the enst< m pmt <if (lm 
prosmre we lune been more unfortunate IWajoi MAithur ‘•eeing 
the jrie.it impuitume of the p<>-{ at t’lieiaw lhll, and finding 
luni'-ilf perfectly ^ i me fiom any attack of the enemy, dc-ned to 
continue tin re lougei than it was intended he should when 1 had 
the honour of wilting to son on the loth At last, howesei. tho 
71s( icguncnt giew *--u exceedingly sickly that ho tound it abso- 
lutel} ueec— ary to niu\ e and nmiched on tho 2 Ith to tho cast, 
branch of lunches Crook Cates,' who lias taken the command of 
Do Knlbe’s corps, was still on Deep Knei , and Kulhciford no 
fnrthci adsauecd than ] tacky Kiser. Knowing of no enemy 
within many miles, ho sent mod to send about one Jmndicd sick m 
boats down the Pedoe to Geoigc Town ]>y tins time, the repoits 
industriously piopagatod m tins pi ounce of a Jaige aimy coming 
fiom the noithward had sciy much intimidated om fnends, encou- 
raged om enemies, and detci mined the wnseimg against us — to 
which our not ad\ ancmg and acting oflensis cly likewise contuhutcd 
Colonel Mills, svho commanded the militia of the Cheiaw distnct, 
though a veiy good man, had not complied with my instructions m 
foiimng his coips, but he jdneed moie faith m oaths and jaofes- 
sions, and attended less to the foimei conduct of those he admitted 
The instant this militia found that M'Arthui had left his post, and 
svere assuied that Gates would come tbeie the next day, they 
seized theu own officers and the bundled sick, and earned them all 

1 Colonel Floyd, n loyalist, d 182G, m lie was original!} in the English army, and 
Arabella, dau of Darid Jones, Esq , a Judge brought home the despatches of the capture 
in New York of Martinique, served under Piince- Feidi- 

- Major General Horatio Gates, son of a nand and General Braddock ,'lie was a Vu- 
clergjanan at Maldon m Essex, and godson of gininn, but before his death lie liberated all 
Horace W'alpolc , b 1728, d April 10, 180G his Blares 
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prisoners into North Carolina. Colonel Mills -with difficulty made 
lus escape to George Town -where I was much alarmed for Warny®, 1 
whoso party was much weakened by sickness. The whole country 
botu een Pedeo and Santoo has ever Bince been m an abeolute state 
of rebellion, every fnend of Goyernment has been earned ofi^ and 
his plantation destroyed. This unfortunate business, if it should 
hare no worse consequences, will shake the confidence of our friends 
m this province, and make our situation very uneasy until we can 
advance, Tho wheat-harvest in North Carolina is now over but 
the weather is still excessively hot, and notwithstanding our utmost 
exertions, a great part of the rum, salt, clothing and necessaries 
for the soldiers, and the arms for the prormaals and ammunition 
for the troops, are not very far advanced on their way to Camden, 
However if no material interruption happens, this business will be 
nearly accomplished m a fortnight or three weeks. It may bo 
doubted by some whether the invasion of North Carolina may be a 
prudent measure but I am convinced it m a necessary one, and that 
if we do not attack that province we must give up both South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, and retire within the walls of Charlestown. Our 
assurances of attachment from our poor distressed friends m North 
Carolina are as strong as ever and the patience and fortitude 
with which those unhappy people bear the most oppressive and 
cruel tyranny that ever was exercised over any country deeervo 
our greatest admiration. The Highlanders have offered to form a 
regiment as Boon as we enter the country and have desired that 
Governor Hartm* may be their chief I have consented, with the 
rank of Lieufr-Oolonal Commandant. The men they assure us are 
already engaged. An early diversion in my favour in Oheeepeak 
Bay will be of the greatest and most important advantage to my 
operations. 1 most earnestly hope that the Admiral will be able 
to spare a convoy for that purpose. j ^ 

CORIffWALLIB. 


EABL CORXWALUfl TO 0IE HjCKBT ClETTOX 

Bib, a*ria*owB, Ax to ttso 

I yesterday received an express from Camden, informing me 
that Gates, with OaswaU* and Rutherford, was advancing and 

1 Major Jetom Wenjw, «ftirw-*irk Linrt to Brnmul Martin, Stqit a nr of th* TrmJGrf 
Coloo«l 83 rd REftoxnt. Oat of th« mttVm wbo »*anded WQka in » ao«L 
July M, 1789 * Iticb.nl Cot. 1L mfUnntrd* » UjK 

Johtb MErttn, Ooiwnor of berrth C*ro- Gtucrml, Oorwnor at Kortb CaroOiJ. £■>>» 
Un* In 1770, b. April 23, 1737 d. 1783 1 1777 to 1780 nd Own 1783 to 1707 

bu, 1781 EJfnbrtiu, din. of Joalah Martin, 4. Nrr JO, 1789 
Eaq of L+crf I»1 and | b* vrm balf-brotb« 
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mtkitur <\<rv nppomin.'c »»f aftnohimr Lord Ruwdon. lie line! 
!> k ‘" , nil | !' ‘I <m ill* 1 w« -t branch of Lmciu's Clock at Roht'rl-on\ (ho 
2 »rd. rh?, and A olmil'vr- ^«f Indnnd Our troop- mo in 

L r, *Ji' rd Mokh. th* 1 * # 1 *-f *■'* much -o, that (lit 1 two battalions luiM' 
im; nmre than 27 1 m* n tiud**r mm- Sumpter (itfnrkt il In'- po-t at 
I R«u k. ■wide tin* mfnntn of (lu* Legion ami Go\oinor 
Rrowm < J « #»rp- w< ro po-t* d Ih* u«- ropuhcd, but not without 
difm ult\. < hir lo- - w,i- i on»i(lonil>]c, fi\o ofthcrs killed nnd four 
wounded *J In <- ikm«iii(\ added to lli«* infi*loli<\ of our ntilittn. 
arc not pIo’iMiur l am ju-t gonur (o join tin* arim, and hope to 
get then hi fore tiia thing of oon-equeiu e happen* 4 5 

If w «• miom m! al pre-enl, nml are able to pi notrato into Tsoi ()i 
Carolina without which i< i- impo— ihlt to hold this prounee tour 
L\c< Hew \ will t-ee the absolute ne* • -mU of a diversion m tlio 
Clu -apeak. and that it imM be done emh 

1 lia\e tie, 

Cons* WAT IAS 

f l lie sjuik owning Loid Cornwallis left Chailestoun, and muwd 
at Camden on the ldth 'I’wo alternatives were presented foi Ins 
choice cither to abandon £00 sick, with all his stoics and retient to 
( ’haileMown, winch ho could !m\e rent lied without nm material difli- 
(ultv, or with a vert mfenor force to fight the Amciienns, who were 
about 7000 strong f Jhe fiict imolvcd tlic totnl loss of tlie wholo 
province, the second, the eery Fcnons risk of a defeat, considering 
the inequality of numbers Lord Cornwallis, as might have been 
expected from Ins clmi actor, adopted the boldei line, and m the 
evening of the 1 5th moved tow nuh Rugelcy Mills Jt happened, 
singularly enough, that Gcncial Gates had aho determined to 
engage, and before da) break the following morning the two armies 
met, each nursing tow aids the otliei Aftci a long and obstinate 
contest, Geneial Gates was totally defeated 

Tiro days latei, Colonel TaiJcton by a lapid march, surpnsed 
neai Catawba Ford, Geneial Sumpter, who with a coips of about 
S00 men was escoitmg 250 pusoncis, and a large quantity of 
stores, artillciy, and ammunition Sumpter himself escaped, 
though ivith difficulty, but his whole coips was lolled, taken, or 
dispersed. 2 

1 Daniel Browne, b 175G, emigrated in actions exceeded 2800, including 3 generals 

early vouth from Scotland, and at the close of and 1000 men prisoners For the details see 

the war letued to New Brunswick, where he the despatch oi Lojd Cornwallis, Appendix 

d March, 1835 No 2 

5 The total Ameucan loss in the two 
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IIobstho State, Auoubt 10 

OEoen, |NoQ-Comin]*«!oiied Officers, A a £89 

Rent and Filo 1944 

2288 

Casualties that Day 

Hcn-Coan. Offlrtra, 

Offlnti. cod Hint ml FUq. T» taL 

2 60 68 

18 227 246 

— 11 11 

824 

At Catawba Foid 

18 9 

— 0 0 

16 

Earl Cohhwallis to Lieut Colooez. Cbugee. 

8m, Canxfc®, Ang 18 1780 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that on the morning 
of the 10th, I attacked and totally defeated General Gates a 
army above 1000 were killed and wounded, and about 800 
taken prisoners, We are in posseesion of eight pieces of brass 
cannon — all they had in the field — all their ammunition waggons, 
a great number of arms, and 180 baggage-waggons m short, 
there never was a more complete victory I have written to 
Lieut, Colonel Turnbull,* who is with Major Ferguson* on Little 
River to push on to Waxhnw after General Sumpter whose 
detachment is at present the only collected force of the rebels 
m all this country Lieut-Oolonel Tarleton is m pursuit of 
Sumpter on this side, I have given orders that all the inhabitants 
of £his province, who had tubmiiCed and who have taken port m 
this revolt, should be punished with the greatest rigour that they 
should be imprisoned, and their wholo property taken from them 
or destroyed I have likewise directed that compensation should 
he made out of their effects to the persons who have been piun 
dertd and oppressed by them, I have ordered m the most positive 
manner that every militin man who had borne arms with us and 


Killed 

Wounded 


Killed 

Wounded 

Mining 


Llant.-Coloo*! J Hirrii Crogrr axa- 
mandad lit bait, of General Da Lawy Pro- 
Ttndal etrrp*. H married A danghtw of 
General Lk« L aneay and after tba n m 
cWig*l to com* t England, u hi, wbda 
p ol it y ra eocHacmtoL 

* Iderrt.-Coionel Otorpt Tarn boll com- 
nanW tb* Hrar Turk Yo tmitc i i a. 


* Xlajcr Patrick Ferruaoo of fitfaor ”0tk 
Regiment, b. 1744 Killed Oct, 9, 1 T®0- 
H* had bae* promoted In Eagland to tJ># 
rank rf LkoE-Cokael, bat tb* tatrIUr™« 
had not raae b ad America. U I* eated * 
breeeb-lcadlnj rtfla, far wbki b« took oat a 
palanh 



1780 


AMERICA 


57 


had nfteiw aids joined the enemy should lie immediately hanged. 
I have non, Sn , only to desne that you will fake the most vigorous 
measures to extinguish the icldlion m the district m which you 
command, and that 3011 mil obey m tlic strictest mannei the dnee- 
tions I haAO gnen 111 this letter, iclatne to the tieatment of the 
eountr3 r I intend sending a fugate directly to England, an) r 
letteis which 3*011 ma3* send immediately to Charlestown mil be in 
time for it j aiu> t ^ c ^ 

Cornwallis 


Our loss is about 300 killed and wounded, chiefly of the 33 rd 


legunent and Volunteers of Iielaud 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord GroRGr Germain. 

Camden, Aug 20, 1780 — Su Appendix, No 2 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain 
Camden, Aug 21, 1780 — Sec Appendix, No 3 


Earl Cornwallis to Sib Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Camden, Aug 23, 1780 

. I have not yet heard any accounts from North Ca- 
rolina , but I hope that our friends mil immediately take arms, as 
I have dnected them to do The diveision of the Ckesapeak wall 
be of the utmost importance The tioops here have gamed repu- 
tation, but they have lost numbers, and theie can be no doubt that 
the enemy will use eveiy effort to lepel an attack, winch if suc- 
cessful, must end m their losing all the Southern colomes 

I have likewise to observe, that if a geneial exchange should 
take place, the enemy^s prisoners should, m my opinion, be deli- 
vered at the same place as ours aie sent m The rebels now 
confined at Charlestown are almost all continentals and of the old 
country, and would if released from hence, soon form a corps on 
the frontiers of Virginia, far supenoi m number to the tioops under 
my command , and I do not think if the prisoners were all re- 
moved, that I could draw any considerable reinforcement from the 
garrison of Charlestown, considering the great distance we shall be 
removed from thence 

It is difficult to form a plan of operations, which must depend 
so much on cncumstances , but it at present appears to me, that I 
should endeavoui to get as soon as possible to Hillsborough, and 
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there nwemble and try to arrange tho friends who are inclined to 
arm in onr favour and endeavour to form a very large nmgaxme 
for tlie winter of flour and meal from tho conn try, and of ram, 
Balt, &c. from Gross Creek, which I understand to be about eighty 
miles carnage. But all this will depend an tho operations which 
your Excellency may think proper to pursue in the Ohesapeok, 
which appears to me, next to the security of New York, to be one 
of the mart important objects of the war I can only repeat what 
I hare often had the honour of Baying to you that wherever you 
may think my presence can be most conducive to his Majesty s 
service thither I am at all times ready and willing to go. 

I have, 

OORNW ALLIS. 

Bart. Co eh w a ixi3 to Sib Hehbt Cuhtoh 
Sib, cw<n, xc* w i7so. 

I send duplicates of my letters of the 23rd, and of those 
of the Gth and 10th of this month. Nothing very material has 
occurred since the 23rd. We receive the strongest professions of 
friendship from North Carolina. Onr friends however do not seem 
inclined to rise until they see our army in motion. The seventy 
of the Rebel government has so terrified and totally sulxlned the 
minds of the people, that it is very difficult to rouse them to any 
exertions. The taking that violent and cruel mean diary General 
Rutherford 1 has been a lucky circumstance, but the indefatigable 
Sumpter is agom m the field, and is beating up for recruits with the 
greatest assiduity 

Major Wemyas is -going with a detachment of the 03rd regiment/ 
mounted, some refugee*, provincials, and militia, to disarm m the 
most ngid planner the country between Santeo and Pedee, and 
to punish severely all those who submitted or pretended to hvo 
peaceably under his Majesty s Government since the reduction of 
Charlestown, and have jomed in this second revolt and I ordered 
him to hang up all those militia men who were concerned m seixrng 
their officers and capturing the sick of the 71st regiment I have 
myself ordered several militia men to be executed who had volun- 
tarily enrolled and borne arms with us, and afterwards revolted to 
the enemy 

I hope to be able to move my first division m eight or nme 
days into North Carolina by Charlottetown and Salisbury tho 
second will follow in about ten days after with convalescents and 

* T»l_fn it tlx balllo of Curnkn. 
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stores I shall leave the New York Yolunteeis and limes’ corps to 
take care of this place until the sick and stoies can be removed 
Our siclmcss at present is rathei at a stand, the recoveries nearly 
keeping pace uith the falling down. I dread the convalescents not 
being able to inarch, but it is very tempting to try it, as a move of 
forty or fifty miles would put us into a much better climate. 

Ferguson is to moie mto Tiyon County with some militia, whom 
he says he is slue he can depend upon for doing then duty and 
fighting well , but I am sorry to say that his own experience, as 
well as that of every other ofiicei, is totally agomst him 

I am very anxious to hear again from the northward, as oui 
accounts of the French fleet weie very impel feet 

I most sincerely hope that nothing can happen to prevent your 
Excellency’s intended diversion in the Chesapeak If unfor- 
tunately any unforeseen cause should make it impossible, I should 
hope that you will see the absolute necessity of addmg some force 
to the Caiolmas I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis 

Lord Cornwallis lesolved to advance mto North Caiohna as 
soon as possible aftei the battle of Camden But the weakness 
of his army, and, above all, the want of transport, gieatly delayed 
him From the lattei cause he had previously suffered much, 
and it arose in a great degiee from Sn Henry Clinton having taken 
with him, when he left Charlestown, most of the waggons and 
drauglit-hoi ses, without even informing Lord Cornwallis of what 
he had done At length, on Sept 8, he moved towards Charlotte- 
town, where he arrived about the end of the month, and determined 
to establish a strong post Heie he received the unwelcome in- 
telligence that on the 9th Oct a large body of the Rebel militia 
had surprised Major Ferguson at King’s Mountain. The Major 
himself fell, and nearly his whole corps, amounting to about 1000 
men, mostly Loyal militia, were lolled or taken This defeat was 
not only fatal to the attempt on North Carolina, but it dispirited 
the Loyalists and pioportionally elated the American^ It was the 
more vexatious, as Loid Cornwallis had reluctantly given way to 
the assurance of Major Ferguson that his militia could be trusted, 
and to the earnest advice of Colonel Tarleton that the expedition 
should be undertaken The failure Lord Cornwallis attributed as 
much to Colonel Tarleton’s rennssness 1 as to Major Ferguson, who 

1 Colonel Tarleton in his ‘Campaigns’ cutta, Dec 12, 1787, says with reference to 
lays the blame on hol'd Cornwallis, who in a that work, “ Tarleton’s is a most malicious 
lettei to the Bishop of Lichfield, dated Cal- and false attack , he knew and approved the 
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was considered a good officer having neglected to take due pre- 
cautions to prevent a surprise. Tho blow was severely felt, and 
compelled Lord Cornwallis to fall bock into South. Carolina. This 
retrograde march was attended with some loss, and his diffionlbea 
were increased by the bad state of his health at that tuna He 
reached Wynnesborough on the 20th Oct, and immediately opened 
a communication with Genenjl Leslie who had been sent to Yu 
gmm with a strong reinforcement, as soon as Sir Henry Clinton 
heard of the battle of Camden. Bat the instructions given to 
General Leslie were Hat communicated to Lord Cornwallis, although 
he was placed under his command. 


Sm Hexkt Cmrrox to General Wasotsotos 
Sm, Nnr Tent, Oct 23 1700. 

I hav6 received your letter of the 16th instant m closing 
cope* of an extract of a letter from the Earl Cornwallis to Lieut 
Colonel Nesbitt Balfour and of a letter from Lord Rawdon to Major 
Engel ey 1 

I must always consider an extract from a letter as a partial, and 
not alwayB a candid description of a correspondence but admitting 
the authenticity of these papers, I am to suppose that Lieut 
General the Earl Corn wall is had determined to punish with a just 
Beventy certain persons, who after subscribing to and tflkmg a test 
oath of allegiance and service to his Majesty had committed cranes 
m violation of such test-oath so taken and subscribed to by them 
and it seems to me both natural and proper that loyal subjects, who 
have been injured and oppressed on account of their zeal for the 
•King s gflmce, should receive compensation m such casea, by a dis- 
crimination between them and the avowed enemies to the British 
Government. 

I perceive no reason why a militia man who has joined tho 
King s army and a afterwards taken m that of the enemy should 
be discriminated from other deserters. I need not point out to you, 
Bn* the right the Ibwb of arms give over such offondora. And this 
will serve as the only nocoesary remark I have occasion to male 
on what is called a letter from Lord Rawdon, which concerns only 
deserters. 

rra*oe» for w-renl of the meuom which h* although I nan] tha moat eeront mtrratle* t 
now birmea. My Dot «od!nf rtllef to Cclood I mmtloo thk m proo^ uucc^-t nun j 
Ferju»oo altho jh he irti podtlrely •fdared otben, at hi* candoar 

t rwtlre wai mtualy awl»- to Tar let on hlrn- Jlujor IToory Boj* 1*7 afterward* LWi. 

•elf ho pi ended *mbo4 from ih* remain* Coload eowitnandJag prorlwefc] ctwp*. 
of Cr>«T and rrfoed t put Lb* attempt. 
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For tlie style or tonus in -which it mny he -written, he is m the 
first instance answerable only to the King’s Lieut -General com- 
manding in the southern district, and finally to me 

It lias been my invariable line of conduct always to soften, as 
lar as possible, nevci to aggiavatc, the ngoms of vai ; such has 
been also, the desire of every geneial officei m his Majesty’s seivice 
acting m tins unhappy vai But pioper punishments upon guilty 
poisons may become sometimes necessary By guilty peisons I 
profess to mean those who shall have been convicted upon the 
cleaiest grounds and justest pimciples of real, not supposed dimes 
A conduct so founded, leaves me m no apprehension of becoming 
involved m any disagieeable consequences. 

I desire to conclude tins subject by informing you, Sir, that 
I esteem myself accountable for my public conduct to his Majesty 
the King, to my country, and my own conscience the lattei being 
a prmcipal mover of all my actions will, I flatter myself, appiove 
me to Ins Majesty and the Government I serve, consequently to 
the world. The Bang’s geneial officei s serving on expeditions or 
m different districts undei me, act fiom my oiders, and I null 
observe respecting them geneially, as I did m a late lettei par- 
ticularly concerning Lord Cornwallis’s conduct, such as Ins Loidship 
would assuiedly govern himself by towards the conspnators at 
Charlestown, that I am well acquainted with the humanity of the 
General and other officers of the King’s army, and cannot entertain 
the least appiehension that they will stain the lustre of the King’s 
arms by acts of cruelty , they are incapable of straining the laws to 
take away the lives or liberties of the innocent , if any foi eed con- 
struction be put upon the laws, it will be m favoui of accused 
persons, and every plea their friends can offer for them will be 
humanely heard and lespected 

I will imagine this letter may be considered as a full answer to 
the subjects your lettei of the 16th treats of, both as it relates to 
them m the present instance or m any future one 

I am, &c , 

H Clinton. 

The conduct of the mili tia and other inhabitants of the country, 
who after taking the oath of allegiance and em oiling themselves 
m the British army deserted to the enemy, gave serious annoyance 
to Lord Cornw allis On one occasion a whole regiment marched 
off m a body A detachment entrusted with the escort of a numbei 
of sick, dehveied them, with then own officei s whom they seized, 
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to the Itobels, who m many instances wore guilty of the most 
ntrocions cruelties towards the Loyalists. Lord Cornwallis found it 
necessary to resort to acta of great, but just seventy to repress such 
conduct This occasion od bitter complamts from General Wash 
mgton, who never censured the treachory and barbarity of his own 
friends. Sir Henry Clinton forwarded to Lord Cornwallis and to 
Lord Rnwdon copies of his correspondence with General Washing 
ton. It appeared, on comparing the extracts given m General 
Washingtons letter with the original drafts, that they had been 
discreditably garbled. It is unnecessary to say that both Lord 
Cornwallis and Lord Bawdon indignantly disclaimed having written 
a ward which could bear General Washington s interpretation, and 
their exculpation wns perfectly sabafactoiy 1 

Lord Rawdon to thi Hon Major General Leslie. 

C«mp Mr tin IndUn Land* wnt o I the Cat*wb* Rlrw Sooth CaroltiM, Oct. 24 1700 
3tt Appendix, No. 4 . 

Lord Rawdon to Sis Henry Clinton 

Omp httwrmi Broad Iflrer and the Catawba, 
Slit, Sooth Carolina, Oct. M 1780. 

Lord Cornwallis having been so reduced by a severe fever 
as to be still unable to write, he has desired that I should have the 
honour of addressing your Excellency m regard to our present 
situation. 

For some time after the arrival of his Majesty s troops at 
Camden, repeated messages were sent to head-quarters by the 
friends of Government m North Carolina, expressing their nnp« 
Lance to nse and join the Kings standard. The impossSahty of 
subsisting that additional farce at Camden, and the accounts which 
they themselves gave of the distressing scarcity of provisions in 
North Carolina, obliged Lord Cornw all™ to entreat them to remain 
quiet till the new crop might enable ns to join them. In the mean 
tone General Gates s army advanced. We were greatly surprised, 
and no less grieved, that no information whatsoever of its move- 
ments was conveyed to ns by persons so deeply interested in tho 
even tas the North Carolina Loyalists. Upon the 10th of August 
that army was so entirely dispersed that it was clear no number of 
them could for a considerable time be collected. Orders were there- 
fore despatched to our friends, stating that the hour they had bo long 
pressed for was arrived, and exhorting them to stand forth immo- 

1 S* Dws. 4 for L*rd C*raw»HI» » umv *od tin Appetxflx f Lccd Il»w4on *- 
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diately, and pi event, tlie leunion of the scatteicd enemy. Instant 
aid uas in that case piomiscd to them In the fullest conlidence 
that tins event uns to take place, Loid Cornu all is ventured to pi ess 
jour Excellency for co-opeiation in the Chesnpeak, hoping that the 
assistance of the North Cniolimans might eventually furnish a foice 
for yet fuither efi'oits Not a single man, lion ever, attempted to 
impiove the favourable moment, or obeyed that summons foi which 
tliev had befoi e been so impatient It u as hoped that our appioach 
might get the bettei of then timidity, yet dm mg a long period, 
ukilst \\e veie uniting at Charlottebuigli for oui stores and con- 
valescents, they did not even furnish ns until the least information 
lespectmg the foice collecting against us In short, Sir, u r e may 
have a pouerful body of friends in Noith Carolina, and indeed no 
have cause to be convinced that many of the inhabitants nosh well 
to Ins Majesty’s arms, but they have not given evidence enough — 
either of their numbers 01 of their activity — to justify the stake of 
this piovmce for the unceitam advantages that might attend imme- 
diate junction noth them Theie is too much leason to conceive 
that such must have been the usk WJnlst this army lay at Chai- 
lottebuigh, Georgetown was taken from oui militia by the Rebels, 
and the whole country to the east of Santee gave such proofs of 
general defection that even the militia of the High Hills could not 
be pievailed upon to join a party of tioops who were sent to piotect 
our boats upon the rivei The defeat of Majoi Feiguson had so 
dispmted this part of the country, and indeed the loyal -subjects 
were so weaned by the long continuance of the campaign, that 
Lieut -Colonel Crugei (commanding atNmety-six) sent information 
to Lord Cornwallis that the whole distnct had determmed to submit 
as soon as the Rebels should enter it Fiom these circumstances, 
from the consideration that delay does not extinguish our hopes m 
North Carolina, and fiom the long fatigue of the troops which 
made it seriously leqmsite to give some refreshment to the army, 
Lord Cornwallis has resolved to remain for the piesent m a position 
which may secure the frontier without separating Ins force In this 
situation we shall be always leadyfoi movement whensoever oppor- 
tunity shall recommend it, or cncumstances require it But the 
first care must be to put Camden and Nmety-six into a better state 
of defence, and to furnish them with ample stores of salt provisions 
Lord Cornwallis foresees all the difficulties of a defensive wai, yet 
Ins Lordship thinks they cannot be weighed against the dangeis 
which must have attended an obstinate adherence to Ins formei 
plan, I am instructed by Lord Cornwallis to express m the 
strongest terms his Lordship’s feelings with regaid to the vei y 
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effectual measures wdnoli your Excellenoy Iiad taken to forward his 
operations. TTifl Lordship hopes that hia fears of abusing your 
Excellency b goodness in that particalar may not liayo led him to 
noglcct making nso of a force intended by yom r Excellency to be 
employed by him bnt as Ins Lordship knew not how far ycmr 
Excellency might aim at other objects m the Ohesapeak (to which 
point Ins Lordship s entreaty for co-operation was originally con 
fined), he could not think of assuming the power to order Major 
General Leslie to the Cape Fear River though he pointed out the 
utility of the measure in case it should be conceived m the extent 
of your Excellenoy s purpose. I Rave, <fca, 

Rawdon 

The post selected was W ynn eebo rough, which was occupied a 
day or two after the date of this letter and there Lord Cornwallis 
remain ed during the whole winter From thence he kept up a 
constant communication with the various commanding officers of 
regulars and militia under his command. Some few only of these 
letters have been selected for publication. 

Lord Rawdox to tux Uos Major Qesxbal Lxhlol 

Cwnp Brood RItw rod the OUwba, 

SlB, South Croollm, Oct. 81 1780 

I bad the honour to write to yon upon the 24th matant, by 
direction of Lord Cornwallis, transmitting to you his Lordship fl 
sentiments relative to your expedition, as far as it might be* designed 
to affect his operations. 

In that letter 1 stated the events which had frustrated ourhopes 
of penetrating mto the heart of North Carolina, and arming the 
Loyalists m our cause and I marked the little prospect of our 
denying any assistance from or of our rendering yon any semco, 
whilst your efforts were exerted m so distant a quarter as the 
Ohesapeak. I added Lord Cornwallis s opinion, that you could in 
no manner co-operate effectually with this army unleffl by landing 
in the Cope Fear Hirer and penetrating to the Highland settlement 
near Ofosa Creek but I subjoined that his Lordship would not 
venture to order the descent at Cape Fear lest he should counteract 
some purpose to which the Commander m-chief might have destined 
the troops under your command. 

Upon farther consideration, Lord Cornwallis fours that he may 
not have expressed himself strongly enough with regard to tlio 
expediency of tho abovo movement. Tho difficulty which must 
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attend a defensive Avar on tins frontier, and the fear that he may 
neglect means which the Commandei-m-chief perhaps expects him 
to employ, induce Loid Cornwallis to lequest that you wall under- 
take the descent and operations lecommended upon the Cape Fear 
River But the request is made upon this sole and expiess con- 
dition, that you think yourself fully authorised by your knowledge 
of the Commandei-in-clnef s intentions to take this step, and that 
you do not apprehend any new of his Excellency’s wall be thwarted 
by this mode of employing your foice 

Lord Cornwallis hopes for the most speedy communication of 
youi resolutions on this pomt A movement upon orn part, without 
the assurance of your co-operation (which, I am to repeat, can only 
be effectual m Cape Fear Rivei) promises but little, and hazards 
much , but tins army wall be held m constant readiness to act with 
the utmost vigour m your support j have, &c , 

Rawdon. 

* 

Earl Cornwvallts to Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton. 

DEAR TaRLETON, Wynncsborough, Nov 8, 1780 

I am not sanguine as to your operations m that country 1 
The enemy is, I believe, m no great force, and Marion 2 is cautious 
and vigilant If a blow could be struck at any body of the lebels 
it might be attended "yith good consequences , but I do not see 
any advantage we can derive from a partial destruction of the 
country As to your movements, I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with the country, or the state of provisions or forage, to dnect you. 
If you cannot move up between Lynches Creek and Pedee to make 
the enemy jealous, you must use your own discretion, keeping 
witlun reach of Camden, and within a few days’ call of us, m case 
we should want you, always endeavouring to strike some blow if 
an ope nin g should offer, and taking up all that have been violent 
against, us, to change for our friends who have been everywhere 
seized and most cruelly treated. 

Lord Rawdon is gomg to command at Camden, and takes his 
corps with him j am? & C-j 

Cornwallis 

1 In the back settlements 1795 , m 1784-, Mary, dan of Videau, 

2 Francis Manon, b 1733, d Feb 27, Esq , a lady of considerable wealth 
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Earl Coer wall 13 to Lieut -Colohil Tableton 
DeAH TaRLKTON Wjnowbcroogh, Not 0 1780. 

Major Worny® attacked Sumpter at Fish Dam atone 0 clock 
this morning contrary to km plan, which wob to wait till daylight. 
The consequence is that Womysa is wounded and left, and about 
20 men Lieut Hovenden is wounded, but I behere the legion 
hare not lost much. I must beg of you to return immediately, 
leaving botuo horses for mounting men at Camden. I am under 
the utmost anxiety for Ninety-mx, and trust you will loee no tune 
in returning to me Ycnn smeerely 

Cornwallis. 

In a letter dated November 18 Lord Cornwallis says that 
Major Wemyus forgot that he was an infantry officer for instead of 
dismounting his men, who were only Infantry mounted, he entered 
the village on horseback. The enemy were all asleep, and he was 
in the midst of them before they suspected his approach. 

Out of the first flye shots fired, two struck and dangerously 
wounded Major Wemyas, an accident but for which (as Lord Corn- 
wallis informed Colonel Balfour November 10th) General Sumpter 
would m all probability have been totally defeated. 


Sir Herat Clinton to Lord Gboroi Gibmain 


Mt Lord n*w YoA, n*t 10 itso 

By all the letters I have received from Lord Cornwallis, 
copes of which I have had the honour to transmit to your Lordship, 
you will observe that he recommends a diversion in the Ohesapeak 
as essential to fa your his operations. By my first instructions 1 to 
Major-General Leslie, your Lordship will perceive that I pointed 
this out as the principal object of the expedition. Wishing, bow 
ever to guard against every possible embarrassment to Earl Coin 
walks, I have thought it proper to make on addition to my former 
instructions for General Leslie s guidance, till such tune as Lord 
Cornwallis should be able to communicate with him and I have 
this day forwarded the same by Brigadier-General O Haro,* who m 


1 Thaac. tm tra ctioe* war* tot uu m r mn J 
catod t» Lord Cornwall I*. 

Brigadier Omml OUItn. 

Col on* 1 74th IUgboMt, d Feb. J1 1800, 
tmmfcrrUd. H* **ir much ■rrricc, and wtj 
wooodad Bud taken wl«»*r *1 Tonbii Not 
1705 AfUr hartog buo O tr Ttrn** of wmtl 
coknW, b* *u mad* LiwrL-Gorernoc of 


GQrraltxr which port b* ftHad ftt*n 1T8T t* 
1700, and ajafn free 1701 to 1705, 
h* »u mad* Qor*rw which efic* b* heil 
tfll bb dotlh. Rone* W*lpok, writfrf « 
Gtntnl Ot» nr ao tb* b*ttl* of 
ajt, “Cola*! O'Hara b*a tw* <l*nc«*cf 
wweid*, to wrjr part mrrw 
p**ter *orrrw " 
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gone to take tlio command of the Guards undci Major-General 
Leslie Until I am cciinm that Lari Cornwallis sees the piopuety 
of establishing a post on Elizabeth Liver, which I heartily wash Ins 
Loi dslup may find expedient to do, I do not of comse think of 
adding to the coips already undei lus ordeis Howcier, should that 
post be occupied, I shall piobably send all the tioops that can pos- 
sibly be spaied from this aimy , but while Washington remains in 
such force, and the French continue at Lkode Island, I do not 
think it ad\ isable to weaken this post If, however, he should send 
any detachments to the soutliw ard, I shall most likely do the same. 

I have, &c , 

H. Clinton. 


Earl Cornwallis to Major-Gi:xlral Swallw t ood 1 

Sir, Camp, Nov. 10, 1780 

. . . I must now observe that the cruelty exercised on the 

prisoners taken under Major Feiguson is shocking to humanity , and 
the hangmg poor old Colonel Mills, wko was always a fair and open 
enemy to your cause, was an act of most savage barbarity It has 
also been reported to me that Captain Oates of the militia, w r ho w r as 
taken near the Pedee, was lately put to death without any crane 
being laid to his charge. Fiom the charactei I have heard of you, 
Sir, I cannot suppose that you can approve of these most cruel 
murders , but I hope you will see the necessity of interposing your 
authority to stop this bloody scene, winch must oblige me, m justice 
to the suffering Loyalists, to retaliate on the unfortunate persons 
now in my power I am not conscious that any persons have been 
executed by us, unless for bearing arms after having given a mili- 
tary parole to remain quietly at home, or for enrolling themselves 
m our militia, receiving arms and ammunition from the Ling ’s 
stores, and taking the first opportunity of joining our enemies The 
only persons hanged at Camden, after the actions of the 16th and 
18th, except some deserters from our army, weie two or three of 
the latter description, who weie picked out from above thirty con- 
victed of the like offence, on account of some particular aggra- 
vating circumstances which attended their case 

I have, &c , 

Cornwallis 


1 Major-General William Smallwood, d Feb , 1792, Governor of Maryland 

F 2 
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Earl Girswalus to Ltkot -Colohel Cbuuer. 

SlH, W juu Mb oiou^h , Kot 11 1780. 

The eerjennt major of the 63rd, -who was left with a 
flag of trace, is returned, and assures mo that when day broke there 
was not a rebol to be seen, and that at was fall two boms before two 
men come to the house where Major Wemyas was left so that if 
our people bad stayed till daylight, they would have found them 
selves in fall poesesnon of the enemy s comp and would have 
brought off the major and the rest of the wounded, and the victory 
must have been m disputable, which in this war is of the utmost 
importance. 

The accounts I receive from Colonel Kirkland 1 of the supmenees 
and puffllamnuty of out militia, take off all my compassion for their 
sufferings. If they will allow themselves to be plundered and their 
families ruined, by a banditti not one-third of their numbers, there 
is no possibility of onr protecting thorn. I hope and trust, how 
ever that Colonel Kirkland exaggerates their dements to raise Ins 
own merits. j am, &c. 

OOUNWALUH. 

Earl Corstwalus to Licut -Oolosil Baltour. 

DEAB BAIJOUB, WynDMl-oragb, Nor 13 1780 

I mcloee you Tadeton b report of hu expedition. 
The state of affaire at Ninety -an absolutely requires immediate 
offensive measures m that quarter or everything will be lost and 
not easily recovered. Our victory the other night was complete, 
hut by Wemyas s unlucky wound, and the youth and inexperience 
of the casual commander we have allowed the enemy to call it a 
triumph. 

[Lord Cornwall ib here enters into minute details about the 
troops to be stationed m various poets, and on other points.] 

I have given you the general outlines of our plan, which ha* 
cost us much pams, and perhaps is not very sufficient. I beg y 011 
will rnako any addition or improvements to it that you may think 
will make it more efficacious or secure. I will answer for Lord 
Bawdon as well as myself that there will be no jealousy as we sh 
moot heartily mean tho same thing — tho good of our distressed 
country 

Umi K trkluil 1 h* rtonf»d rid. t nd bream* * lojilkt erf 00*1, wl» Colon*! CuaB^C" 
b*m <■ r*^«rd, July 1776 
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You lm\e done what few officers m our service me capable of 
doing — voluntarily taken 1 expansibility upon } ourself to serve your 
country and your friend M os t smcciely yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to thl Hon Major-Gfnlral Llslil 

DEAR Sir, Wpincsbo rough, Nov 12, 1780 

. . . Had I attempted to penetiate mto thefurtliei parts 

of North Carolina, my small airay would have been exposed to the 
utmost hazard, and it w ould have been as impossible to have co- 
operated with you m the Cliesapeak, as with Sir Henry Clinton at 
New Yoik 

If you come to Cape Fear you will easily secuie a water-con- 
veyance for your stores up to Cioss Cieek. I will, on hearing of your 
arrival m Cape Fear Fiver, instantly march with everytlnng that 
can be safel} spaied from this province, which I am sony to say is 
most exceedingly disaffected, to jom you at Cross Creek We will 
then give our friends m North Carolina a fair trial If they behave 
like men, it may be of the greatest advantage to the affans of 
Britain If they aie as dastardly and pusillanimous as our friends 
to the southward, w'e must leave them to their fate and secure what 
we have got . . 

When I came to Charlestown aftei the surrender, Sir Henry 
mentioned my going with lnm to the northward I said that I was 
ready to serve wherever he thought fit to employ me, and had no 
objection to remain m South Carolina, if he thought my services 
could be useful m that province. He said something civil about 
the climate on my assuring him that it was no objection, he then 
wished me to take this command. However painful and distressing 
my situation has been, and howevei dark the prospect then was, it 
cannot be supposed that, as a military man, I should not rather choose 
to command to the southward than be third at New Yoik. . 

Host tiuly and faithfully yours, 

Cornwallis 

Eventually Lord Cornwallis perceiving the mutdity of a corps 
not exceeding 2000 men, acting m dependency at such a distance 
from the mam army, directed General Leslie to pioceed to Chailes- 
town, where he arrived on the 13th of Decembei. 
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Earl Corswallm to Lieut -Colcctzl Kirxlasd. 

So, Vi jnswbcTtrajh, Not IS, 1780 

I have taken every possible measure for the security of 
Ninoty-eix and if our friends will have confidence in me, I have 
no doubt but they will soon see their onemies driven with loss and 
disgrace out of their province but if thoee whp say they are our 
friends will not stir I cannot defend every man s house from being 
“plundered and I must say that when I boo a whole settlement 
running away from twenty or thirty robbera, I thmk they deserve 
to be robbed. I am &o, 

COHNWALLIS. 

Colonel Tarleton had successfully repressed the incursions of 
Colonel Manon, a most active partisan, in the vicinity of the Black 
ItiYcr but his next enterprise was not so fortunate. On his return 
from the Black Biver he went in pursuit of Sumpter whom he 
overtook, November 20 at Blackstock s Hill, in a strong poertioiL 
Instead of waiting for his infantry which would have joined him 
in a few hours, Colonel Tarleton with his cavalry alone, rashly 
attacked the enemy nearly double his numbers. He was repulsed 
with considerable loss, and the Americans claimed another victory 
— dearly purchased however for Sumpter received a dangerous 
wound which disabled him for a long time, and his remaining 
followers disbanded themselves. Various other encounters, with 
doubtful success on either side, took place between British and 
American detachments before the two armies went mto winter 
quarters. None of these engagements were of importance, or had 
much influence over the subsequent operations, beyond increasing 
the terror of the Loyalists, who were persecuted by the Itebols m 
the most cruel manner and not im frequently murderod, under 
arcumfltnnces of savage barbarity 

Earl Cobxwaujb to Lieut -Colohel Balfour. 

Dear B ALTO UR, Wjnimfcorocib Sot 25, 1780 

The last rught b galea kept me awake. I thought of our 
friends. Gates is certainly come up towards Charlottetown with 
all the Continentals he could muster — they say from 700 to 1000 
infantry m theeo are included Burford ■ eighteen month* men 
jind, as they report, 800 cavalry I cannot, however conceive that 
there are abovo half that number I saw two North Carolina men 
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who met some of Sum] iter's fugitnes, and who learned fiom thorn 
that ho was speechless mid certainly past, all hopes 

IVe liavo lost two gioat plagues m Sumptei and Clarke. 1 I 
wish your friend Marion was as quiet Yours over, 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Cornwallis had the greatest confidence m Colonel Balfoui, 
to whom the task of forwarding stoics and provisions to the aimy 
was principally intrusted. The numerous rivers which intersect 
both North mid South Carolina, made water-carriage tho easiest 
mode of conveyance, Tint those stieams generally flow' between 
steep banks, which, when they were occupied by an enemy, rendcied 
tho protection of a com oy very difficult. The want of di aught- 
cattle compelled Lord Cornwallis to be satisfied with a train of 
artillery, scanty in number and small m cakbre Several of his guns 
w ere only one-pounders, and i ery few moro than three-pounders. 
Money was urgently wanted, and but sparingly supplied. 


Earl Co nwallis to Major-General Gates 

Sir, Head Quartern, Dec 1, 1780 

I thmk it proper to represent to you that the officers and 
men taken at King’s Mountain were treated with an inhumanity 
scarcely credible. I feel myself under the disagreeable necessity 
of making severe letahation for those unhappy men who were so 
cruelly and unjustly put to death at Gdbertstown 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

Camp at Wynnesborough, Dec 3, 1780 — Sec Appendix, No 5 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

SlR, Camp at Wynnesborough, Dec 3, 1780 

. . . The militia of Ninety-six, on which alone we 

could place the smallest dependence, are so totally disheartened 
by the defeat of Ferguson that of the whole district we could 
with difficulty assemble 100, and even those, I am convinced, 

1 George Rogers Clarke, a Rebel colonel, action with General Conningham, but the 
L 1742, d Feb 13, 1808 He was sup- report was unfounded 
posed to have been mol tally wounded m an 
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■would not lmve mode tho smallest resistance if we had been 
attacked. 

Colonel ilanon had bo wrought on the minds of the people, 
partly by the terror of his tlireats and cruelty of Ins punishments, 
and parti) by the promise of plandor that there was scarcely an 
inhabitant between the Santeo and Pedee that was not in arms 
against us. I therefore Bent Torleton, who pursued Morion for 
Bereral days, and by convincing the inhabitants that there was a 
powor superior to Marion, who could likewise reward and punish, 
so far checked the insurrection, that the greatest part of them have 
not darod openly to appear in arms agumst us since his expedi 
^ 0IU I have, 

(VlTIWW AT.TiTH- 


Ka.hi, Coax Wallis to Loan Rawdot 
Mt DBAS Lord D»o. 8, 1700 

Your account of Rngdey 1 rexed me, although it did not 
f-nrpnse me I think he must be a traitor or he would have come 
away when you desired him. I will have on inquiry made into his 
conduct, and would have his negroes secured, as that will he the 
only forfeiture we shall probably get from hum 

Yours most sincerely 

ComrwAiiiis. 

Earl Comrw allis to 8m Hexbt Cltstox 
8m, South C*roIk*, Deo. 4 1T0O. 

I received from your Excellency the copies of two letters 
which wero sent to you from General Washington, of the Oth and 
16th October, complaining of the cruelty and injustice of tho 
measures pursued by the officers serving under your command m 
tho Southern colonies. In regard to the complaint contained in 
the letter of the 0th, of the removal of some of the atixens from 
Charlestown to St Augustine, I have only to say that the inso- 
lence of their behaviour the threats with which they m the most 
darmg mann er endeavoured to intimidate our friends, the infamous 
falsehoods which they propagated through the town nnd country 
and the correspondence which they constantly kept up with the 
enemy rendered it mdispensobly necessary that they should either 

1 HI* cool act tb*l Lord wMch ha #ccuyW with 1 1 

C*rcnr*lH* vrtn contci. Yrrj mrnt of cmuij wbo hal »o *1111107 * 

m»o *Orr b* Kmtilffol fcrtltkd peat, them. 
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be closely confined or be sent out of the province. The milder 
measiue was adopted, and the) r w ere sent, vitli every -convenience 
which their situation •would admit of, to a better climate than 
(South Carobna In answer to that of the lGtli, I have the honour 
to enclose to your Excellency my genuine lettei to Lieut -Colonel 
Cruger 1 at Nmety-six (foi it was to him, and not to Lieut.- 
Colonel Balfour that it was addiessed), dated on the 18th of 
August. 

Your Excellency will see that either General Washington, or 
his coirespondent in the Southern District, has been pleased to 
make several very material alterations m my letter, which, m its 
original state, only directed the commanding officer to punish m 
the most ngorous maimer, and to take 01 destroy the property of 
those, who, having submitted to the British Government and taken 
the oaths and protection m the months of June and July, went 
into rebellion m the month of August, to hang those who had 
voluntarily enrolled themselves m the royal militia and received 
aims and ammunition fiom the King’s stores, and had taken the 
first opportunity of deseitmg with them to the enemy; and lastly, 
to use the most wigoious measures to extinguish the rebellion in 
his district. In what manner this lettei professes a flagrant breach 
of the capitulation of Charlestown and a violation of the laws of 
nations, I am at a loss to find out. 

However provoked by the horrid outrages and cruelties of the 
enemy in this district, I have always endeavoured to soften the 
horrors of war, and received the acknowledgment of General 
Gates and the principal officers of the enemy’s army, for the 
tenderness and attention shown to their wounded and prisoners 
taken on the 16th and 18th of August Far different was the 
tieatment of the unhappy men who were taken with Major Fer- 
guson. 

I will not hurt your Excellency’s feelings by attempting to 
describe the shocking tortures and inhuman murders which are 
every day committed by the enemy, not only on those who have 
taken part with us, but on many who refuse to jom them I 
cannot flatter myself that your representations will have any effect, 
but I am very sure that unless some steps aie taken to check it, 
the war m this quarter will become truly savage 

I have, &c , 

Cornwallis 

1 See the letter to Colonel Cruger, Aug 18, 1780, and also a letter from Lord Rawdon 
to Loid Cornwallis, in the Appendix 
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Loud Rawdon to Earl Cornwallis. 

Camden, Deo. 5, 1780 — 5*4 Apptotfix, No. 8. 

Earl Cornwallis to ES a the Dute Frhdinani) or Beumwica. 

As Ccnp ear 1** frcnt ftm da B. CeroGr*. 
MONHEKINEUB, U6“d< Dtaralc*, 1780 

La lettre dont votro Altoeeo m a honar6 da 4" da mois do 
Mai m ort parvenu luer et jo suis tr£a flattd de trotrver quo je tions 
oncoro one place dans votro souvenir Je me sentirai trop heureux 
d avoir occasion de prouvor k votro Ai tease mon empreasement 
d oWir Boa ordroe, n oubliant jamais que o {itoient see ardros qul 
nous ont si souvont conduits, moi et mes oompatnotes, h la gioiro et 
k la victmre. 

Jo no tardorai poa de oommuniquer on Chevalier Olmton, qui 
oommando on chef 1 arm6o du Hoi en Amdnque, le d&or do votre 
Alteaso an sujet du Sieur Schuler et je suis bien assort qu II le fora 
6changer sur 1 instant. Jesup^lie votre Alteeeed accepter mee trie 
humbles remercunents pour toutes lee bont& dont vous mavei 
combl6 pendant la guerro en Allemagne, et de croire que je retien 
dnu toujours les plus eensiblee reconnaiseancefl. 

J’ai rhonneur d’etre, llanseignour de votre Alteeee, lo trfes 
humble, trke ob&SBant, et trbs obligd sorv iteur 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lmrr^CoLOxn. Tariaton 
DEAB TABLITON Wjmwbaroofli, Dec. 18 1780. 

Our friends hereabouts are so tmud and so stupid that I 
can get no intelligence. I have heard nothing from Ninety-®** 
but a man who came here from near Broad Hirer says that 
General Cunningham 1 bus beat Clarke, wounded him mentally 
I shall be glad to hear a confirmation of this. I hear a good 
account of our recruits in general, and hope to march from 
hence 8600 fighting men, leaving those I mentioned to you on the 
frontiers. 

I trust you have mado every possible shift rather than gumuch 
farther back, as I should w that case be uneasy about M Arthur 
Very sincerely yours, 

Cornwallis. 

1 Robert Can»lntt*m of ScntK CktoIIe*, by th* r*b*l* to 1T7S, bat to 
• Lojelkt, b 1737 d. IBIS] h* mj t*ktn his brother*. 
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E\m. ConwMTns to Sir IIixrv Clinton'. 

•Silt, Wuim-diorough, Dec 22, 1780 

I lmvc the pleasure to inform yom Excellency tlmt Major- 
General Leslie arrived at Charlestown on the lltli. The species of 
troops which compose the reinforcement nro, exclusive of the Guards 
and the regiment of Bose, exceedingly bad I do not mean, by re- 
presenting this to jour Excellency, to insinuate that you June not 
sent every assistance to me, which von could with prudence and 
safety spare from New Yoik; but 1 think it is but justico to the 
troops semng in this district to state the fact, lest the sciuccs per- 
formed by the southern army should appear inadequate to w hat might 
bo expected Loin the numbers of which it may appear to consist 
The want of specie m this province puts us under the greatest 
difficulties E\ery method has been pursued to keep the money m 
the hands of the contractors for Government, and to prevent the 
imposition of the merchants, but the sum actually in the province 
is so inadequate for the necessary demands, that we have scarcely 
been able to pay tho subsistence of the troops 

I hav e, &c., 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to Major-General Grelne 1 

SlR, VVj nnesborough, Dec 27, 1780 

. . I can with truth assure you, Sir, that no man abhors 
acts of cruelty more than myself, or would moie reluctantly adopt 
measures of seventy The proving to the suffering Loyalists that 
I am m earnest to protect them, and to retaliate on their inhuman 
oppressors, is a duty which I owe to my country. 

You have been greatly misinformed if you have ever been told 
that any inhabitant of tins country has been punished by ns for 
observing a neutiality , but you will find instances enough of the 
most inhuman persecution, and even tortures, inflicted on those who 
refuse to take arms on your side. 

I have only to add that I shall observe the same rule of conduct 
which yon do, m the treatment of the officers and soldiers of the 
army, the militia, and the inhabitants of the country. 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 

1 Major-General Nathaniel Greene, b (of coarse m his manners and harsh in bis con- 
Quaher parents) May 27, 1742, d June 19, duct, he was President of the Court Martini 
1786, m July 20, 1774, Miss Littlefield which sentenced Andre 
Ho Was brought up as a blacksmith, and was 
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Several communications passed between Lord Cornwallis and 
General Greene — the latter scarcely blaming the cruel conduct of 
Ins troops. On December 17 he writes, “ If any crueltiee hare 
been committed (by my troops) not justified by your previous pro- 
ceedings, I shall testify my disapprobation.” 

Eaill Coeitw allxs to Lieut -Colo tel Baud cm. 

DeAH BaLFOUB, Wjun^baTocgb, D«a 29 1780. 

The alow progress of Leslie is vexatious, but it cannot be 
helped. Greene marched on the 20th from Charlottetown to Haly s 
Ferry on the Pedee. Tina movement, added to the account sent by 
A dmi ral Arbuthnot of five sail, supposed to be one frigate, the rest 
transports, getting out of Rhode Island, about the 9th or 10th of 
November makes me apprehend tha t there may be Bome truth in 
the account of the thousand French at Cape Fear If that should 
be the case, it will be difficult to say what we must do as the com 
mumeation by Cape Fear and consequently all certainty of supply 
will be at an end. 

I tli ink it nght to inform Sir Henry of my having employed the 
Indians, as there will be a considerable expense attending it You 
will therefore send by the first opportunity the enclosed to him. 
This easterly wind makes me very sanguine m my hopes of seeing 
Rosa 1 before I part with the communication. I think I shall also 
hear from New York, if it is true that an embarkation is going on 
under Phillips* for the Cheeapeak. j 

ComnvALLifl. 

Earl Oorxwallis to Sir Hetrt Cluttov 

SlB, Wy nn wbct iH igfa, Dao. 29 1790 

When the numerous and formidable body of the Back Moun- 
tain men came down to attack Major Ferguson, and showed them- 
selves to be our most inveterate enemies, I directed Lieut-Colonel 
Brown to encourage the Indians to attack the settlements of Watoga, 
Holstein, Caen tuck, and Ncrtachuckie, all which ore new encroach- 
ments on the Indian territories. The good effects of this measure 

l Captain, aftanrard* Oenaral Alaxandar ol Camden. Hk rmxrj* arill trvfam&J *TW* r 
IW, Col on W 59 th Rrrtofnt, and Governor In thk eorrwjwndroor, as b* aw Lad Oor*- 
rf Fort Oaorye b. 1745 d. Nor 29 1 827 j wallk moat lotlmata friend, 
m. Oct. 16, 1795, IaibcIU Barbara Erelayn, 1 U»}oT-Oecaral PUffifa, LJl T I F_ 
cLin. f ^ Eobcrt Gunning, Bart, K.B. Ha Ha had beao captured wtth General liar- 
vn A.D.C to Lord CormwallH, an! bod bam peyoa at Saratoga, but <ru « 

aeot to FjiglaaJ with tin accocat o t tba bjltla dunged for O moral Ltaeoln, 
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have already appeared A laige body of the mountaineers marched 
lately to join the Rebels near King’s Mountain, but weie soon 
obliged to return to oppose the incursions of the Indians 

If the account given of the behaviour of the Indians by Lieut - 
Colonel Brown is true, their humanity is a strilang contrast to the 
shocking barbarities committed by the mountaineers 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis 


Earl Corvwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My DEAR Lord, Wynnesborougb, Dec 30, 1780 

I cannot express my feelings on the generosity and friend- 
ship of your letter. If it had been possible to have raised my esteem 
for you, it would have done it 

From everything I hear of Greene’s force, I do not think it pos- 
sible for him to strike any blow that w ould materially affect my 
movements , and by advancing on the west of Catawba, I should, 
I think, oblige Morgan 1 and Washington 2 absolutely to quit the 
country before me I am frightened at the report of the French at 
Cape Fear. That would greatly embarrass oui operations, and engage 
us in a naval expedition, winch I fear we are but ill prepared foi 
I enclose a paragraph of a letter which I received from the 
Admiral by the ‘ Camilla.’ That, added to Greene’s movements, 
makes me suspect it to be too true 3 

A few days must ascertain this fact I likewise think I must 
hear from New York 'relative to the embarkation said to be taking 
place there From a private letter I leceived from Phillips, I think 
it is highly probable that he is going to the Chesapeak If there 
are no French landing, and Phillips is m the Chesapeak, we may 
make a great change m the Southern colomes m these next four 
mon t l18 lam, &c, 

Cornwallis 

The campaign of 1780 may on the whole be considered as having 
been favourable to the royal forces In the Northern provinces 
indeed, no important results had been obtained An attempt to 
raise again the royal stanaaid m New Jersey proved abortive , and 
though Sir Henry Clinton, soon after his return from Charlestown, 

1 Major-General Daniel Morgan, originally Ima He was a cousin of General Washington 
a day-labourer, b 1736, d July 6, 1802 3 It was rumoured that a French army was 

5 Colonel William Washington, b 1757, to land m the south and jom Washington’s 
d March 6, 1810, m , 1783, a lady of S Caro- troops 
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undertook a successful expedition against Springfield, Ins other 
movements wore weak and inefficient. An intended invasion of 
Rhode It ! an d faded, partly from the -want of cordial support from 
the naval commander Sir Homy thought he had bo much reason 
to complain of the latter, that ho sent one of his staff to England 
to tender Ills own resignation, unless another admiral were sent out 
and he availed himself of this opportunity to remonstrate strongly 
on tile *m efficiency of the land troops. Lord George Germain m 
formed Sir Henry on the 13th of October that his requests would 
be partially complied with by the appointment of Admiral Graves 1 
to replace Admiral Arbuthnot, to whom the Jamaica command 
should be given. , but os to the reel, the Government could only 
undertako to send him gneh additional regiments as might bo con 
Bistent with then* other plans, and that the delay m sending those 
reinforcements arose from Sir Henry’s detaining so large ft number 
of transports in America. Lord Georg© added, that if Sir Henry 
wero still deemms of returning home, he might reeign the command 
to Lord Cornwallis. While nothing had been lost in the North, 
considerable progress had been made m the South. Charlestown 
had been taken, the whole of South Carolina was occupied by the 
King s troops, and the province of Georgia was m a state of tron 
qnil) rty The frontier however towards the temtonee possessed by 
the Amen cans was very long and required a considerable force to 
cover it Had the lme been advanced so as to include V ngmifl and 
North Carolina, or even the latter only, the same strength would 
equally have sufficed for ita protection- To move northward was 
therefore the constant aim of Lord Cornwallis. How ha purpose 
Was frustrated m. 1780 has already been, shown but when the junc- 
tion of Major-General Leslie s oarps gave him troops enough to form 
a small army far active service, leaving behind a detachment suffi- 
cient with the help of the militia, to protect the loyal inhabitants 
and secure the tranquillity of the country, Lord Com Walks recurred, 
as will hereafter be seen, to his anginal plan. 

The sod episode of Major Andrd* took place m this year Tho 
details need not be given but it may be observed that among tho 
members of the court by which be was tnod, wore two foreigners, 
ignorant of the English language, and several of the coarsest and 
moot illiterate of the Am on can generals. Doubts have been entor- 


* Tboci** Gr»m, after 

ward* Adnrfnl of th* WhlU, ert*led J ly 4 
1791 fcx hi* **rrfcw or» th» l*t of Jew, 
Lord Grmrc* In lrtl*nd { h. 1735 d F«b. 9 
1503i m_, 1771 Qtadjetb, d*u. cofcutr 
•f Wlllicn Pm « WUHnot, E»q^ of C*Q»y 


1LP fbr Low from Dec. 1~74 to >*«/ 

* JMor Job* D.A-0 to Or Bo* 

Clinton, h. 1750, omitod " 

Wixhinjti®, Oct. 2, 17S0 
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tamed whether Washington had timely information of the requests 
and remonstrances made by Sir Henry Olmton, who, hod lie been 
disposed to retaliate, could easily have selected amongst his prisoneis 
Americans deserving the name of spy much more justly than Major 
Andre In any case the execution of that officer leaves on indelible 
blot on the character of Washington 

Wien the intelligence of Andie’s death reached England, a 
considerable pension n as settled on Ins mother As a proof that 
the King consideied Ins character to be untarnished, the lionoui 
of loiiglithood nas oifeied to Ins biothei, William Lewis, who was 
afterwards created a baronet March 4, 17S1 



80 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap IV 


CHAPTER IV 


thCOcultka In moving the army — Defeat at Cowpera — Battlo of Gnflford — 
Lord Cornwallis’s position and prospect* — Maroh Into Virgin!* — Lord 
Rawtkm defeat* General Green® — Difference* of opinion between Lord Corn- 
wall li and Sir H. Clinton — Take* pcwMiicm of Yorktown and G loo center — 
Arrival of French troop® and of General Waahlngton — Ontical ntaaden of 
the Bribah — Prom lac* of relief from 8ir H Clinton — Failure of attempt to 
oreaa to Gloucester — Capitulation — Oootroveray between Sir H. Clinton tad 
Lard Oomwallii — Arrival of the latter in F.n giiwb 

Lokd CoinrwALLlfl, before commencing another campaign, had the 
satisfaction of receiving the following tmqnalifled approbation of 
his conduct of the previous year 


Lord Geoecib Geehaut to F.art. Coeuwallis. 

[RaaiTvd «riy tn J*nc*ry 178L] 

My LoBD WhltAnP, Nor g 1780 

I had the very great pleasure to receive from Captain Roes, 
who arrived m London the 9th of last month, your Lordships 
despatches, which I immediately laid before the King, who read 
with the highest satisfaction the account of the very glorious and 
mmpJeie nettsj obtained by yosr Lcrdskip &fst the Rebels near 
Camden, on the 10th August. 

It is particularly pi easing to me to obey his Majesty s com 
mands, by signifying to your Lordship his royal pleasure that you 
do acquaint the officers and soldiers of the brave army under yocr 
command, that their behaviour upon that glorious day is highly 
approved by their Sovereign. 

The steps your Lordship immediately took for improving your 
victory were highly judicious, and must be attended with the most 
important consequences, nor was your determination to inflict 
exemplary punishment on those traitors who had repeated tho 
violation of them oaths of allegiance, or broken their parole, ami 
taken arms against the King, less wise or promotrro of tho great 
object of the war — the restoration of the constitution for the most 
disaffected will now bo convinced that wo ore not afraid to ptmfsb. 
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mid will no longei ventiuo to repeat their crimes in the hope of 
impunity should they he detected; and those -who are moie mode- 
late will be led to uithdiaw horn a cause -winch is evidently 
declmmg, befoie it becomes despeiate and they expose themselves 
to the consequences they may leasonably appiehend will fall upon 
such as peisist m lebellion to the last 

I undeistand the Congiess evade an exchange of the Convention 
troops with the gainson of Charlestown, undei the pretence that 
the time of seivice of the gieatest pait of it -will exjme m a little 
time, and the men u ill then be no longer soldiers, and not entitled 
to be consideied as prisoneis of vai , and as the expense of main- 
taining these people is enormous, some means must be found of 
relieving the public tioni it, and countei acting the chicane of that 
faithless body "VHiat appear to me the most practicable measuies 
for these purposes, are the inducing the pi is oners to enter onboard 
the ships of wai or pnvateeis, oi to go as lecruits to the iegi-. 
meats m the West Indies, oi ns vohmteeis to serve upon the 
expedition against the .Spanish settlements fiom Jamaica. . . 

I am, <$rc , 

Geo Germain 

Though Major-Geneial Leshe’s corps was now under the com- 
mand of Lord Cornwallis, and his foice m the held was larger 
than any one of the American armies, his difficulties in moving 
weie very gieat In winter the rivers and creeks were so filled by 
the rains as to render most of the fords impassable, and there were 
no bridges Noi were his means of transport sufficient to enable 
him to carry boats — foi no pontoons then existed — from one place 
to anothei. In summer there was another and more insurmount- 
able obstacle to rapid movements — the extreme heat of the wea- 
ther, which even the natives of the country could hardly encounter 
with impunity. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlR, Wynnesborough, Jan 6, 1781 

The difficulties I have had to struggle with have not been 
occasioned by the opposite army: they always keep at a com 
sideiable distance, and retire on our approach Hut the constant 
incursions of refugees, North Carolinians, Back Mountain men, and 
the perpetual nsings m different parts of this province, the inva- 
liable successes of all those parties against our militia, keep the 
whole country m continual alarm, and render the assistance of 
VOL i G 
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regular troops everywhere necessary Your Excellency mil judge 
of tins by the disposition of the troops which I hare the honour to 
enclose 1 to you. 

I shall begin my march to-morrow having been delayed a 
few days by a diversion made by the enemy towards Ninety 
mi, and propose keeping on the west of Catawba for a consider 
able distance. I shall then proceed to pass that nver and the 
Yfi rTtrm. Events alone can decide the future steps. I shall 
take every opportunity of communicating with Bngadier-General 
Arnold. 

I have the pleasure to assure your Excellency that the army 
here is perfectly healthy and m good order 

I have, &o, 

CORJTWALLIfl. 


Exhi. Co row xllis to 8m Hisbt Cluttoi 

Bill, Ctmp cc Tnrkiy Greek, Broad IHtw Jen. IB, 1 81 

In my letter of the 6th of this month I had the honour to 
inform your Excellency that I was ready to begin my march for 
Isorth Carolina, having been delayed some days by a diversion 
made by tho enemy towards Ninety-six. General Morgan still 
remained on the Pacolet his corps, by the beet accounts I could 
get consisted of about 600 men Continental and Virginia State 
troops, and 100 cavalry under Colonel Washington, and 600 or 
700 mill tin but that body is so fluctuating that it is impossible to 
ascertain its number withm some hundreds, for three days fol 
lowing. Lieut-Colonol Tarleton, with the Legion and corps an- 
noxod to if consisting of about 800 cavalry and as many infan try 
and tho first battalion of the 71st regimont and one three-pounder 
had already passed the Broad River for the relief of Ninety-en. I 
therefore directed Liout.-Colonol Tarleton to march on the west 
of Broad Biver to endeavour to strike a blow at General Morgan 
and at all events, to oblige him to repasa tho Brood River I 
likewise ordered that ho should toko with him the 7th regimont 
and ono throe-pounder — which was marching to reinforce tho 
garrison of Isinety-six — as long os ho should thmk their sorvicos 

1 UrJ Hindoo w» U cotdttuM n ti* Ormo rrtfnwoU. Lord Corrrwxtlli cockl 
frwrtW* of Scntk Carolina, h» h>- lx only *n»l*r for hi* own cerpt 5 lottallow of 
U«tl^ ortW Men, owjplf.1 by 2 rtcWot* Oinrdf, lb* ' J 3rd,33rd 7 lit, 2 0rrtinn rr*U 
f lL* lb# *r»i 7 of pwrlncUK II hid U- trwoU Tnlotoe I ryVc, and 1 jroTlncbl 
»* CinvUm 3 of Lk* lb# «ad 3 at pro- cwr« (Colon*] Him [It on L 
Irxdil* At CVwWio** IjifUii 3 
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could be useful to him The remainder of the army marched 
between the Bioad River and Catawba. 

As General Greene had quitted Mecklenburgli County and 
crossed the Pedee, I made not the least doubt that General Morgan 
would letire on our advancmg The progress of the army was 
greatly impeded by heavy rams, which swelled the rivers and 
creeks , yet Lieut, -Colonel Tarleton conducted his march so well, 
and got so near to General Morgan, who was retreating befoie 
him, as to make it dangerous for him to pass Broad River, and 
came up with lnm at eight o’clock of the morning of the 17th 
instant. Eveiything now bore the most promising aspedt the 
enemy were drawn up m an open wood, and, having been lately 
joined by some militia, were more numerous But the different 
quality of the corps under Lieut -Colonel Taileton’s command, and 
his great superiority m cavalry, left him no room to doubt of the 
most brilliant success The attack was begun by the first line of 
infantry, consisting of the 7th regiment, the infantry of the Legion 
and corps of light infantry annexed to it , a troop of cavalry was 
placed on each flank , the first battalion of the 71st and the 
remainder of the cavalry formed the reserve The enemy’s line 
soon gave way, and their militia quitted the field. But our troops 
having been thrown into some disorder by the pursuit, General 
Morgan’s corps faced about and gave them a heavy fire. This 
unexpected event occasioned the utmost confusion in the first line 
The first battalion of the 71st and the cavalry were successively 
ordered up , but neither the exertions, entreaties, oi example of 
Lieut -Colonel Tarleton could prevent the pamc from becoming 
general. The two tkree-poknders were taken, and I fear the 
colours of the 7tli regiment shared the same fate In justice to 
the detachment of the royal artillery, I must here observe that no 
tenor could mduce them to abandon their guns, and they were all 
eitliei lolled or wounded m the defence of them Lieut -Colonel 
Taileton with difficulty assembled fifty of Ins cavalry, who, having 
had tune to recollect themselves, and being animated by the 
bravery of the officer who had so often led them to victory, charged 
and lepulsed Colonel Washington’s horse, retook the baggage of 
the corps, and cut to pieces the detachment of the enemy who had 
taken possession of it , and, after destroying what they could not 
conveniently bring off, retired with the remainder unmolested to 
Hamilton’s ford neai the mouth of Bullock’s Creek The loss of 
oui cavaliy is inconsiderable, but I fear about 400 of the infantry 
aie either lolled, wounded, or taken I will transmit the particular 
account of the loss ns soon as it can bo ascertained 

G 2 
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I shnTl direct Lieut-Colcmel Balfour to transmit a copy of this 
letter by tbe first opportunity to the Secretary of State. 

I have the honour to be, &a, 

COKNWALIJS. 


The defeat at Ccrwpen* was the most Boncras oalamity which 
had occurred since Saratoga, and crippled Lord Cornwallis’s move- 
ments during the remainder of the war No blame could attach 
to him, na he had famished Tarleton with 700 infantry and 8o0 
cavalry — tho best troops of the army Morgan had hardly an 
equal force, of which only 540 were Continentals. The loss of the 
English was about 000— that of the Americans, according to their 
own account, lew t han 100 

Notwithstanding this misfortune, Lord Cornwallis determined 
to persevere in his plan, and, having accomplished a junction with 
General Leslie on the 18th of January he commenced his march 
on the 10th, previously destroying all the baggage which could 
possibly be spared, and even many of the waggons which conveyed 
provisions for the army 

So active was the pursuit that the British reached the Catawba 
January 20 only two hours after the Americans under Morgan, who 
had hod several days start had crossed it and they then owed 
their safety to the heavy rams, which rendered the river nn passable 
until February 1 when Lord Cornwallis forded it under a sevens 
fire, by which his horse was lolled under him. This unfortunate 
delay interfered greatly with his plan of preventing the junction 
of the Virginian army with Genera) Greene, but the rapidity of 
tho march compelled the latter to evacuate almost the whole of 
North. Carohna. 


Eabl Cornwallis to Loan Rawdoi 
3It dhah Loud, s*iw»r7 fa. 4 nai 

Wo passed tho Catawba on tho 1st at a pnyato ford, about 
four mOes below Beattys. Tho Guards behaved gallantly and, 
although they were fired upon dnnng the whole timo of thoir 
passing by some militia under General Davidson, 1 nevor return od a 
shot until they got out of tho nver and formed. On tho same day 
Tarleton attached a consul eroblo body of militia, lolled several, took 
®omo prisoners, and dispersed the rest. 

I am much didrossod by tho nvers and creeks borug swelled, but 
shall try to paw tho Yadkin at tho shallow ford ns soon ns possible, 

* Crtxnl Thvtlme vu HU*4 Ln tV» artloe 
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I have tlie utmost confidence m your abilities and discretion. 
Our friends must be so disheartened by tbe misfortune of the 17th, 
that you will get but little good from them. You know the im- 
portance of Ninety-six let that place be your constant care I 
long to hear from you. Yours most smcerely, 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon 

My DEAR Lord, Hillsborough, Feb 21, 1781 

I tried by a most rapid march to strike a blow either at 
Greene or Moigan before they got over the Dan, but could not 
effect it The enemy, however, was too much hurried to be able 
to laise any militia in this province The fatigue of our troops and 
the hardships which they suffered were excessive I receive strong 
assurances from our friends To-morrow the King’s standard will 
be erected, and I shall try every means to embody them, and to 
avail myself of their services I cannot be sure when I shall be 
able to open the communication with Cross Cieek ; it must be done 
soon, as the troops aie in the greatest want of shoes and other 
necessaries 

As I am informed that Greene expects reinforcements from 
Pennsylvania, and that Virginia militia are turning out with great 
alacrity and m gieat numbers, I should wish the three legiments 
expected horn Ireland to be sent to me as soon as possible by way 
of Cape Fear, with orders to proceed without loss of tune to Cross 
Creek. 

I have written to Greene threatening to send the prisoners of 
wai to the West Indies m case he does not consent to an exchange 
I would have you therefore make public demonstration of domg it, 
and inform the principal officers that you cannot answer delaying 
it longei than the first week m ApiiL A convoy should be lequned 
without letting the officer of the navy doubt my being m earnest 

Yours most affectionately, 

Cornwallis 

A considerable numbei of Loyalists prepared to obey Lord Com- 
wallib’s summons, but Geneial Greene suddenly i e-entei ed Forth 
Carolina, and on Feb 25 completely dispersed a large body of 
them on the bonks of the Haw Neailv 300 were lulled, most of 
them after they had surrendered. Why Colonel Tarlcton, who had 
been sent to covoi then advance, and was wiflnn a mile of them 
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■when this occurred, did not more to their support, has never been 
clearly explained. Thia misfortune, added to the failure of pro- 
visions near Hfflflborough, compelled Lord Cornwallis to fall back 
and take up a new position near the forks of Deep River from 
whence, on the 16th of March, he advanced towards Guilford to 
meet General Greene, who was approaching that town with about 
7000 men. 


Eabl Comwauts to Lced Giueue Gmunr 
Gonford. W«ni 17 1781/-S* hjpaOx, Ho. 7 

F.tBi. CoHswiiua to Loed Geobqe G ray a ct 
OaHfcrrA, MatA 17 1781 —Sm App*to, No. 6 


Eabl Cowtwaxlb to Loan Rawdojt 


Mt DP.AK Lord Camp At Guilford, UatA 17 1781 

General Greene having been very considerably reinforced 
from Virginia by eighteen months men and militia, and having 
collected all the mili tia of this province, advanced with an army 
of about 6000 or 6000 men and four 0-pounders to this place. I 
attacked him on the 15th, and after a very sharp action routed 
his army and took his cannon. The great fatigue of the troops, 
tho number of wounded, and the wont of provisions, prevented 
our pursuing the enemy beyond the Reedy Fork. I shall send 
my aide-de-camp. Captain Brodnck,’ as soon as possible to 

England with the particulars in the mean time I beg von will 
transmit the contents of this note thither and to the Commander- 
in -Chief. 

If the reinforcement from Europe is arrived, send the whole or 
greatest part to Wilmington with orders to prococd without loes of 
timo to Crora Greek. Beliere me, &c, 

Cohnwat.lis. 

Mobxiso State, 11a ten IB 

Officer*, Nco-Oxomiirioofd Officer*, Ax. 280 

Rank and File 1 G 3 Q 

lf>°4 


1 Caftala tb« 7W Urtny BrtJridc, Afar 
e»rUia t»I *»— » — 1 C*U- 

tow Of G«p 3rd 

VlKMDt h. D«. 13 175S d. 

10 1755 MAtUTkJ, oc Lcrd Admin] 


C»Ipo7<* «Un, on hi* pang* h«n* fajea 
Lhboo. U r f Wkfaton (Tor which h* 
wo Allicoch bt>% ti from 1770 

U17M. 
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Casualties at Catawba Ford and other actions previous to March 15 



Officers. 

R. and F , &c. 

'Total 

Killed . 

1 

11 

12 

Wounded 

... 2 

86 

88 

Missing 

. . . - 

- 

. - 


3 

97 

100 


Casualties at the Battle of 

Guilford 



Officers. 

R, and F , Ac. 

TotaL 

Killed 

5 

88 

93 

Wounded.. 

. 24 

389 

413 

Missing 

. 

26 .. 26 


29 

503 

532 

Several of the wounded officers died afterwards 

Lord Corn- 


wallis was himself slightly wounded, but would not allow his name 
to be included m the list of casualties The American loss was 
very severe, but was never ascertained with accuracy , their own 
statements, on the very face of them, were evidently false The 
victory would have been much more decisive had the men lost at 
Cowpens, or even on the Haw, been piesent Lord Cornwallis’s 
own despatch is given in the Appendix 

This battle, howevei glorious to the British arms, was produc- 
tive of little real advantage, as Lord Cornwallis anticipated when 
he sent Captain Brodnck home with despatches The severe loss 
he had sustained, and the want of provisions, arising partly from 
the disaffection of the country, rendered it impossible for Lord 
Cornwallis to follow up the blow by pursuing General Greene, who 
had fled to a position about twenty miles from Guilford, and there- 
foie four days after the battle he fell back to Cross Cheek. Nor 
did his difficulties end here, for he was followed by General Greene, 
whose forces effectually prevented supplies bemg diawn fiom the 
open country, and, by keeping possession of the steep banks on each 
side of Cape Fear Liver, rendered it impossible to navigate boats 
fiom W ilming ton. No alternative remained but to move to Wil- 
mington, winch by oidei of Lord Cornwallis had lately been 
garrisoned by a detachment from Charlestown. He reached that 
place on the 7th of April. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

SlU, Camp near Wilmington, April 10, 1781 

. . I am very anxious to receive your Excellency’s 

commands, being as yet totally m the daik as to the intended 
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operations of the summer I cannot help expressing my wishes 
that the Oheeapeok may become the Beat of war even (if neces- 
sary) at the expense of abandoning New Tort. Until Virginia is 
m a manner subdued, our hold of the Carohnas must be difficult if 
not precarious. The nvera m Virginia ore advantageous to an. 
invading army but North Carolina is of all the provinces m 
America the most difficult to attack (unless material nseatance 
canid be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of which I have 
sufficiently experienced) on account of its great extent, of the 
numberless rivers and creeks, and the total want of interior navi- 
gahom I hare, Ac. 

C0BHWALLI8. 

Ea.hl Cobkwaluh to Majos-Geseoix Phillips. 

Deal P hill ips, c*mp mu wnmingtoc, April 10, 1781 

I have had a most difficult and dangerous campaign, and 
was obliged to fight a battle 200 mhee from any communication, 
against an enemy seven times my number The fato of it was long 
doubtful. We had not a regiment or corps that did not at some 
time give way it ended however happily m our completely 
routing the enemy and taking their cannon. The idea of our 
friends rising m any number and to any purpose totally failed, os I 
expected, and here I am, getting nd of my wounded and refitting 
my troops at W ilming ton. X last night heard of the naval action, 1 
and your arrival m the Cheeapeak. Now my dear friend, what is 
our plan ? Without one we cannot succeed, and I assure vou that 
I am quite tired of marching about the country in quest of adven- 
^ tores. If wo mean an offensive war in Amcmca, we must abandon 
Now lork, and bring our whole force into Virg inia we thon 
havo a stako to fight for and a successful battle may give ua 
America. If our plan is defensive, mixed with desultory expedi 
lions, let ns quit tho Coroliims (which cannot be held defensively 
wliilo Y lrguua can bo so easily armed agnmst us) and stick to our 
salt pork at hi err York, sending now and thon a detachment to 
steal tobacco, do. 

I daily expect threo regiments from Ireland leaving one of 
them at Chariest own, with tho addition of tho other two and tho 
flank companies I can come by land to yon but whether after wo 
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lm\o inincd wo shall have n sufUctent force for n war of conquest, 
I should think \ cry doubtful B\ a war of conquest, I mean, to 
pov-c^ the country Hiflioicntlv to ountuin the Jiehel got eminent, 
and to o-tuhhsh a militia and Mime Kind of mixed nut hoi ih of our 
own If no remfoi cement come- and that 1 am j>bhgod to mnich 
with tm pro-ont forcty to the nppei front 1011 of South Gniolmn, my 
situation will he ti nix distressing If J was to emharlc fiotn hence, 
the lo<s of the upper posts m Smith Cm ol mn would he inoMlahle. 
1 hate a-, yet reeenod no 01 dor- If the lemfoi cements anno, I 
must mote from hence where the men will he Held) and the hoi-os 
started If I am huo that ton aic to remain in the Che«npcnk, 
perhaps! mat come dircellt to ton 

It is torv difficult to fret any letteis eonteted In land on 
account of the titnlance and set cult of the Bcbcl "Ot eminent I 
beliete nil mine to General Arnold misemned, and I did not ic- 
ceive one from him Mo-d smeerolv > 0111 -x 

CORN WALLIS 


Mousing Rtvh, Amu, 13 "Wiimisgtox 

Offrcre, mcludim: Clajhan md Surplus 
Su-gemt-, Drummers, mi<l l’mntcx 


Of these, Ranh and Tile, 1820 

On command, m and out of the district 
"Prisoners of w ir .... 

Sick 

Wounded . 

Detached . ... 


Including Officers 


127 

20t0 

2180 


nil 

004 

■130 

397 

214 


2273 


Right Hon C, W Cornwall, 1 Speaker of tof House of Commons, to 
Lieut -General Earl Cornwallis 

My LORD, Pnvy Gardens, Nov ) e SOtli, 1780 

In obedience to the commands of the House of Commons, I 
have the honour to tiansmit to your Lordslup the enclosed Be- 
solutions 

I have the highest satisfaction m tins opportunity of expressing 

1 Right Hon Charles Wolfrnn Cornwall, death Elected Speaker Oct 31, 1780, by a 
b about 1732, d Jan 2, 1789 , m Aug majority of 203 to 134 against Sir FJetclier 

1764, Elizabeth, dau of Colonel Jenhinson, Norton M P for Grawpotind from 1768 

and uster of Charles, 1st Earl of Liverpool to 1774, for Winchelsea to 1780, and for 

Lord of the Treasury -March, 1774, to Sept Rye till his death He had a pension of 

1780, when he was made Chief Justice in 1500? for having liquidated certain German 
Eyre, which he held from Sept 1780 till his claims 
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that I have the strongest sense of the merit and importance of the 
Bervices which your Lordship 1ms rendered to your country and of 
n<qmnng you that I am, with the greatest respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship s most obedient and most humble servant, 

0 W Coenwall. 

This vote of thanks was moved by the Opposition, and ilot by 
Ministers, by whom it was coldly received it was earned without 
a division. 

Eabl Coehwallu to tib Rioiit Hoh C W Cobhwau^ Spxaeer or 
thk Housx or Cannons. 

Wflmbgtm, April 18 1781 

I have received with the greatest satisfaction the favour of 
your letter of November 80 1780 inoloamg the Resolution of the 
Ilonso of Commons of the 27th of that month, bo very favourable 
and flattonng to me. 

I must desire. Sir that you will be pleased to inform the House 
that I am truly s ensibl e of the high honour conferred upon me, 
and that it s hall be my constant study by the most earnest 
attention to the duties of my profession, to merit a continuance of 
their approbation. 

I beg you will accept my acknowledgments for the obliging 
manner in which yon communicated to me the thanks of the 
Houso, and J have the honour, <fco, 

ConmvALLifl. 

Ea*l CoarwAiiis to Lobd George Germ a is 
Sir Lord wnmiuftoo, ajtQ ib i?8i 

I tldnk it incumbent on me to bo explicit to your Lordship, 
os his Majesty’ s minuter on one or two capital points. Tho prm 
ci pal reasons for undertaking a wmter s campaign were — the diffi 
culty of a defensivo war in Sonth Carolina, and the hopes that our 
friends in berth Carolina, who were said to bo very numorons, 
would mnko good their promises of assembling and taking an 
active part with us in endeavouring to re-establish Ins Majesty s 
government. Our cxponenco has shown that their numbers are 
not so great ns hod been represented, and tliat their friendship was 
onlv passive For wo haro received little assistance from thorn 
since our arrival m tho province and although I gnvo tlio strongest 
and most public assurances, that after refitting and depositing our 
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<ick nnd wounded, I should return to the Upper Country, not nbo\o 
two hundred lmve been prevailed upon to follow in. either as pro- 
MneuU or militia. This being the cn^e, tho nnnieiise extent of 
thic count n. cut with nnmbeilcN rhers and creeks, nnd the total 
want of internal nm igat ion. which lenders it impossible for our 
nun) to remain long m the henit of the eountiv, will mnlco it a cry 
diflicult to reduce this 'province to obedience bv a dnect attack 
upon it. If therefore it should appear to bo the interest of Great 
Britain to maintain what she nlrendj possesses, and to push the war 
in tho Southern provinces. I take the liberty of gnmg it ns my 
opinion, that a serious attempt upon Vnginia would be the most 
solid plan, because successful operations might not only bo attended 
with important consequences there, hut would tend to the security 
of South Carolina, and ultimately to tho submission of Noitli Caro- 
lina The great reinforcements sent hj Virginia to General 
Greene, whilst General Arnold was m the Cliosnpcnk, are con- 
vincing proofs that small expeditions do not frighten that powerful 
province j e ] lonour> & c , 

CORNW ALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Loan Giorgc GritMAix. 

My IjOUD, W’llmmglon, April 18, 1781 

I feel myself much mdebted to your Lordslup for your land 
assistance in procuring tho rank of major for my aide-de-camp, 
Ma]or Boss. . . I was much disappointed to find that his 
Majesty did not tlimk Lieui-Colonel Tarletoids services deserved 
to be rewarded with the lank of Lieut -Colonel m the army, and it 
would give me most sensible mortification if it should be now with- 
held from lnm He was once, it is true, unfortunate , hut the 
affair of the 17th of January must be classed among the extiaordi- 
nary events of war, as lus disposition and conduct of the action 
were as unexceptionable as lus previous mauceuvies weie able to 
force Geneial Morgan to fight. . . Tour Loidship must know so 
well how agreeable any favour confened upon my near relation and 
aide-de-camp, Captain Brodnck, must he to me, that I think it un- 
necessary to trouble you on that subject. j haye/etc , 

Cornwallis 

In this same letter Lord Cornwallis also apphed for brevet 
rank for Lieutenant Macleod, 1 who commanded his artillery, and 

1 Lieutenant, afterwards General Sir John William Henry, 4th Mnrqnis of Lothian, 
JIncleod, GCH , b Jan 29, 1752, d Jan Colonel-Commandant and Director General 
1833 , m Jan 2, 1783, Emily, dau of of Artillery 
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far pormiflraon for Lieutenant Haldane, 1 an officer of engineers and 
his a id ode-camp to exchange into the Guards, m which corps 
there were many vacancies, or to be made a capture. These 
requests were all refused- 

Fart, Cohnwallis to Loan Qeohqi Gmiunr 
JlY T /PHD Wilmington, April 18, 1781 

I marched from Guilford in the morning of the 18th of 
March, and next day arrived at Bell s M i ll where I gave the troope 
two days rest, and procured a small supply of provisions. From 
thence I proceeded slowly towards Cross Greek, attending to the 
convenience of subsistence and the movement of our wounded. 
On my way I issued the enclosed Proclamation and took every 
means in my power to reconcile enemies, and to encourage our 
friends to join ns. 

From all my information, I intended to have halted at Cross 
Creek as a proper place to refresh and refit the troops, and I was 
much disappointed on my arrival there to find it totally impossible. 
Provisions were scarce — not four days’ forage within twenty miles — 
and to us the navigation of the Cape Fear Hirer to Wilmmgton 
impracticable, for the distance by water is upwards of on hundred 
miles, the breadth seldom above one hundred yards, the banks 
high, and the inhabitants on each side generally hostile. 

Under these arcmnstances I was obliged to continuo my march 
to this placo, m the neighbourhood of which I arrived on the 7th 
instant I have been busy since my arrival in disposing of our 
sick and wounded and in procuring the necessary supplies to put 
tho troops in a proper state to take the field. I am in daily 
expectation of seeing tho romforcements from Europe, and of 
receiving the Commando wn-ChieTs directions for tho farther 
operations of tho campaign. I 

Cornwallis. 


Peoglahatios nr Earl Corvwallii. 


Oflhboroagfa, F*b. 20, 1791 


Vnrnrut It ha* pltaaed the Divine Provfeleuee to prosper the operations of HI* 
lUjrttj ■ urns In driving the Rebel array out of thb province, and wberen* it if 
nu >U}e*tj a most gradoua wi*h to rcacuo hi* faithful and loyal anhject* from 
the cruet tyranny under which they hare groaned for acrcral ymia 1 have thought 
iwprr to I™ this Proclamation to invito all inch faithful and loyal anbjccta to 
repair without lew* of time with their arm* and ton day* proviikma, to tlio Royal 


* L*raU*i«t, LknA.-C*l«w! 

IW 7 IUlw i-1 A i.FA.1* n. 


»*» tinny on Lord CornwallH *Uff In 
America (n-l b IadU. 
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S’amhrd nm* rrvctt.l it llilkln mindi, wlu re llirv will moot with (lie most fiiondl} 
n.«l 1 d<> lioroln n*-Mire thorn tint I nm rmh In concur with thorn in 
cmcltnl m< ” mx - lor nippn’-Mm: tho ntnnnn of nlnllion m llim province, and 
for tho n-i^tihlnhini ,tt of **«v»l ordir and lomtitutnnnl government 

13 m. CYunuyiiis to tiu Eight Hon Tiiomvs Town^hind. 

PnVK THOM \ q . - W ilmmgton. April 21, 178! 

I lu\o leeened \our \cr\* kind loiter, and am sensible of 
{lie obliixmir pirl \ou took m tho debite 1 in winch I was concomod. 

1 send Min II Ihoduek with anotliei victor) \\ lietlier it mav 
be of advantage to the public oi not, I titl'd it will ]>ro\e useful 

^ mi * Your^ ever Ac, 

Cohn w allis 


H vi i, Coi’Nw u.i is to Dn Wi nsri r * 

J) i:\II Sin, Wilmington, Apul 21, 1781 

It on es me irre.it eonccin to undertake a task winch is not 
onlv a luttei renewal of my own grief, but must be a Molenl shock 
to an affectionate parent 

You have for iom <mppoif the assistance of lcbgion, good sense, 
and an experience of the unceitamty of all human enjoyment 
Y*ou have for vom satisfaction, that \om son fell nobly m 1 ho cause 
of Ins counliv. lionaurcd and lamented b\ Ins icllow -soldiers , that 
he led a life of honour and virtue, which must sccme to hnn ever- 
lasting happiness When the keen sensibility of the passions 
begins a little to subside, these consideiations will afloid you leal 
comfort 

That the Almighty may gne you foititudc to bear this seveiest 
of trials, is the earnest wish of your companion in affliction, and 
most faitliful sen ant, County allis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

Slit, "Wilmington, April 23, 1781 

I have the honour to enclose to you a duplicate of my lettei 
of the 10th, sent by the ‘ Amplntnte,’ and copies of all my letters to 
the Secretary of State As they contain the most exact account 

1 Nor 27, 1780, when Mr Coke rnored kme, Esq , of Vnlleyfield His son, b about 

the rote of thanks, which was supported by 1743, Lieut -Colonel of the 33rd — Lord 
Mr Townshend Cornwallis's own regiment — was wounded at 

2 Alexander Webster, D D , an eminent the battle of Gudford, and died a few days 
divine in Edinburgh, b 1703, d Jan 25, after 

1784, m 1737, Mar), dau of Ers- 
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of every trariEactioii of the campaign, of the present state of things 
in the district of my great apprehensions from the movement of 
General Greene towards Camden, and my resolutions m conse- 
quence of it, I have nothing to add to them for your Excellency s 
satisfaction. Neither my cavalry nor infantry are m readmeee to 
move. The former are m want of everything the latter of every 
necessary but shoes, of which we have received an ample supply 
I must however begin my march to-morrow It is very disagree- 
able to mo to decide upon measures so very important, and of such 
consequence to the general conduct of the war without an oppor 
trinity of procuring your Excellency s direction or approbation 
But the delay and difficulty of conveying letters, and the impoeeu 
bflity of waiting for answers, render it indispensably necessary 
Hy present undertaking sits heavy on my mind- I have expe- 
rienced the dangers and distresses of marching some hundreds of 
mile* in a country chiefly hostile, without one active or useful 
friend, without intelligence, and without communication with anj 
part of the country The situation m which I leave South Carolina 
adds much to my anxiety yet I tun under the necessity of adopting 
this hazardous enterprise hastily and with the appearance of pre- 
cipitation, as I find there is no prospect of speedy remforcomentfl 
from Europo, and that the return of General Greene to North 
Carolina, either with or without success, would put a junction with 
General Plidlipe out of my power 

I have the honour dc., 

Cornwallis. 

Elm. Cohtwilu* to Loan Qkooqe fl muinr 
My Loud WIlmtejtaQ, April X3 1781 

I yesterday received an express by a gmnU vessel from 
Charlestown, informing me that a frigate was there, but not then 
nblo to get over tho bar with despatches from Sir Henry Clinton, 
notifying to mo that Major-General Phillipa had been detached 
into tho Chesnpcah with a considerable foroo, with instructions to 
co-opemto with this army a nd to put himself under my orders. 
Tlus express likewise brought mo tho disagreeable accounts that 
tho upper pads of South Carolina were in tho most imminent 
danger from an alarming spirit of revolt among many of tho 
people, and by a movement of General Greene s army 

Althongh tho expresses that I sent from Cross Crook to inform 
Lord Knwdon of tho necessity I was undor of coming to tlua place 
and to warn him of tho possibility of such an attempt of tho 
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enemy, had all miscarried, yet his Lordship was lucky enough to 
he apprised of General Greene’s approach at least six days before 
he possibly could reach Camden, and I am thcicforc still induced 
to hope, from my opinion of Ins Loidship’s abilities, and the pre- 
cautions taken by him and Lieut -Colonel Balfoui, that wo shall 
not be so unfortunate as to lose any considerable coips. 

The distance from hence to Camden, the v ant of forage and 
subsistence on the gicatest part of the road, and the difficulty of 
passing the Pedee when opposed by an enemy, lender it utteily 
impossible for mo to give immediate assistance, and I appiehcnd 
a possibility of the utmost ha/aid to this httle coips, without the 
chance of a benefit, in the attempt For if ye are so unlucky ns 
to suffer a severe blow m South Caiolina, the spirit of revolt m 
that province vould become very general, and the numerous lebels 
in this province be encouraged to be moio than eici active and 
violent. This might enable General Greene to hem me m amongst 
the great nveis, and by cuttuig off our subsistence render om anus 
useless And to remain heie for transports to cany us off would 
be a work of time, would lose our cavalry, and bo otherwise ns 
ruinous and disgraceful to Britain as most eicnts could be I have 
theiefore, under so many embarrassing circumstances (but looking 
upon Charlestown as safe from any immediate attack from the 
Rebels), resolved to take advantage of General Gieene’s having 
left the back of Virginia open, and march immediately into that 
piovmce to attempt a junction with General Phillips 

I have more readily decided upon this measure, because if 
General Greene fails m the object of Ins march Ins retreat will 
relieve South Carolina , and my force, being very insufficient for 
offensive operations m this province, may be employed usefully 
m Virginia m conjunction with the corps under the command of 
General Phillips j p aYe the honour to be, &c , 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlR, Wilmington, April 24 , 1781 

. I have reflected very seriously on the subject of my 
attempt to march into Virginia, and have m consequence written 
a letter to Major-General Phillips, of which I have the honour to 
inclose a copy to your Excellency I have likewise directed Lieut - 
Colonel Balfour to send transports and provisions to tins port, m 
case I should find the junction with Major-General Phillips inex- 
pedient or impracticable, and that I should have the mortification 
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of seeing that there is no pther method of conveying hifl Majesty s 
troops to Booth Carolina without exposing them to the most 
evident danger of being lost I have, 

OOEJfWALUa 

TsihT. Comrwims to Lieut -C oLoam Tablet ox 
D eAB TaRLETOS K«hnaty Creek, ll*y 5 1781 

Ton must be sensible that m the present instance I pat the 
greatest confidence m you. I trust to your discretion my honour 
and future happiness. I am convinced you will be upon your 
guard against the aangnme opinions af friends and your own 
prejudices. Above all things attend to dates, and distinguish 
between is and has been. Ton will read my letter Send as many 
mesHogee or notes as you can, but all convoyed m the same 
cautious language. I confide in the correctness of your report as 
to the practicability of passing, and the certainty Of speedy com 
mumcation with Phillips. If it will not do, take care not to stay 
too long Yours very sincerely, 

CoHNWALLIS. 

Colonel Tarleton and Lieut-Oolonel Hamilton of the North 
Carolina regiment had pushed forward with a small body of 
cavalry and a fow mfantry to feel the wav towards Peterabmgh. 
The vigilance of the Americana had intercepted almost all com 
mum cation between Lord Cornwallis and General Phillipe, and the 
former was aware that if he failed to effect tho junction, total ram 
probably awaited Ins own army 


8 ie Hesht CuhTOS to Bath , Cobxwxllis. 

Hr Lord Yak, April so i~8i 

1 mako no dcrabt that you will think it right to 
commumcnto to Major-General Phillips without delay tho _plon of 
your future operations in that quarter together with your opinion 
liois tho Chesapenk army can best exert theirs to assist them. 
That General Officer has already under his orders 3500 men, and I 
shall send him 1700 more which ore now embarked, and will sail 
whenever tho Admiral is ready With these my Lord, which are 
rank and fllo fit for duty and great part of thorn token from the 
title oi my army General Phillips is directed by his instruct ions to 
act in favour of your Lonlsliip to tho best of liis judgment until ho 



1781 




07 


receives your older*, and aftcrunrds m such mnnnoi ns )ou may 
please fo comuiaud linn. Ac But I should he sony to find youi 
Lordslnp coni mue in (he opinion, Ihnt om hold of fhe Cniohnns 
must he difficult, if not precarious, until Virginia is m n manner 
subdued, ns that is an event uhich I fern Mould lequne a con- 
siderable space of time to accomplish ; and as far as I can judge, 
it might he not quite so expedient at this advanced season of 
the year to enter into a long operation in that climate Tins, 
however. Mill greatly depend upon circumstances, of nlucli your 
Lordslnp and General Phillips may probably be better judges 
hereafter. 

"With legard to the operations of the summer, which your 
Lordship is anxious to receive my diiections about, you cannot but, 
be sensible that they must m gieat measure depend on yom Loid- 
slup’s successes m Caiohna, the certainty and numbcis of the 
expected reinforcement fiom Euiope, and likewise on your Loul- 
ship sending back to me the coips I lmd spaied to )ou imder 
Major-General Leslie (uhich Lord Pawdon in Ins lettei of the 
31st October told me you could return m the spnng) , foi until I 
am informed of the particulars of your Loidslnp’s march thiough 
North Carolma, the effective strengtli of your moving ai m\ , your 
plan of opeiations for carrying those objects you lind oi may hnie 
in yicm into execution, as nell by the corps acting undei yom own 
immediate ordeis, as those acting m co-opciation undei Majoi- 
General Phillips, it must be obviously impossible foi me to detei- 
lmne finally upon a plan of operations for the campaign 

I have, &c , 

H Clinton. 


The coips under Major-General Phillips, the effective strength 
of which Su Henry Clinton veiy much overrated, had been dn ected 
to penetrate into Virginia, as fai as they could be supported by the 
fleet These orders were executed Math gieat success,, and stoies, 
piovisions, and property of laige value iveie destroyed. In the 
mean tune Lord Cornwallis had quitted Wilmington, April 25, to 
effect a junction with General Phillips, who marched to Petersburg!!, 
the proposed rendezvous, where he died about a week before the 
arrival of Lord Cornwallis, to the great sorrow of the latter In a 
subsequent despatch, May 29, Sir Hemy Clrnton stiongly objects 
to tins junction, shadowing out some intention of a combined naval 
and military operation m the Chesapeak. 
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Lobd Rawdox to Eaul Corxwallib. 


My DF.au Lord C*mdra, April 25, 1781 

General Greene arrived before us on the 19th- As Watson 1 
had not joined me, I remained on the defensive bat hearing that 
Lee, Sumpter ami Marion were coming to Greene, and the South 
Carolina regiment having got safe to me from Ninety -six, I thought 
it beet to nwfr an action- We therefore attacked Greene at 10 
o clock this morning He was strongly posted on Hobkirk a Hill 
just beyond Logtown. After a severe action we routed him totally 
Ins cannon escaped by going off very early and the enemy s supe- 
riority in cavalry prevented our mnVmg many prisoners. I cannot 
yet tell the loes on either part bnt I think the enemy* s treble 
ours. Excuse thm scrawl, my dear Lord, for I am overcome with 
fatigue. I will send your Lordship a more particular account as 
soon as pofflible. j hare the honour to be, Ac, 

Rawdon 


[In CJphtr ] 

lUy2 

Greene is still at Bagel ey s — I suppose waiting for succour 
Leo and Manon, I behove, have joined him. Sumpter is collecting 
provisions for him m the Fork. M Arthur I find, is not to err** 
Santee bnt I have now some hope of Watson. Bo assured every 
exertion shall he mado but nothing done rashly I have pro- 
visions for a fortnight, and horses plenty Our action cost ns 
220 men- Groene lost at the very least 500 Continentals come 
ii\ fast. 


Lord Itawdon obtained no beneficial result from thia victory 
for although joined a few days later by a considerable reinforce- 
ment, he found himself too weak to take active measures against 
Greene, and considered it advisable to retire to the vicinity of 
Charlestown. This move, and the retreat of Lord Cornwallis to 
Wilmington, enabled the Rebels to capture sovoral forts which had 
kept tho north and north-east parts of South Carolina m subjection, 
and also to enter Georgia, from which they had long been excluded. 
They took Augusta after a very gallant resistance. 


* LW.-C.W J W T«dw«Il W«t*oo, 
C*ptiW ud LWnt.-Cc4owI 3rt G otnli, »ftir 

^ • Uwnl, tad C4«wt tth IUjW 


Vft*nn IUUtlk* d. 18M| r* 1 daa. rf 
(HticLdW*) Bkbtp of IVwWoojb. 
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Earl Cornu alias ro Lonn Raw don. 

My PE VREST Lord, Peten,bnrgli, Mu 20, 1781 

I cannot deseubc my feelings on yoiu most glonons a ietory, 
by far the most splendid of this war My tenors foi yon had 
almost distiaeted me, but sen cd attei wards to heighten, if possible, 
my heaitfelt satisfaction 1 inclose an extract of my lettci to the 
Commandei-m-Chiel, to pi event too sangume expectations, winch 
deaily-bought expcncncc has shown me aie not to be laised m 
consequence of victories m this countiy 

As to the extensive frontier which we have hitheito endea- 
voiued to occupy, I am not certain vhethei w r e had not bettei 
lelmquisli it, even if Gieene should move this way But this I 
leave to youi discretion, oi eventually to that of Balfour, jiromismg 
my most hearty support against any enticism oi interested lepie- 
sentation The peipctunl instances of the weakness and treachery 
of our friends m South Caiohna, and the impossibility of getting 
any military assistance from them, make the possession of any 
part of the countiy of veiy little use, except m supplying provisions 
for Charlestown. The situation ol the province renders it impos- 
sible foi us to avail ouiselves of its rich pioduce, and a stiong 
gamson in Chailestown, with a small coips m the country, will 
prevent the enemy fiom reaping any advantage fiom it, unless 
they keep a consideiable body of Continentals m the countiy tor 
that purpose 

I this day formed a junction with the coips under Arnold at 
this place You will conceive my distress at the loss of my pool 
friend Phillips I cannot immediately say what measures I shall 
pursue I am supenoi to La Fayette, 1 even aftei Wayne 2 ]oms 
him , but the Commander-m-Chief has notified the sailing of the 
Fiench fleet and 2500 tioops from Bliode Island I understand 
that our post at Portsmouth is a bad one, and must consequently 
take care of my communication with it, until I heai something of 
the fleets Balfour sends me the most horrid accounts of the 
cruelty of the enemy, and the numberless murders committed by 
them. If it should be m your power, I should hope you would 
endeavour to put a stop to them, by retaliation, oi such means as 
may appear most efficacious Believe me, &c , 

Cornwallis 

1 Gilbert Mottier, Maiquis de la Fayette, was made a Majoi -General before he was 
b Sept 1, 1757, d May 20, 1834, m 21 

Apnl 11, 1774, Mnd IIe de Roadies, dau of 2 Major-General Antony Wayne, b Jan 1, 
Loins Paul Due d’Ayen, afterwards Doc de 1745, d Dec 15, 1796, m 1767 a dan of 
Roadies He was almost the first foreiguei Benjamin Penrose, Esq, an eminent merchant 
who joined the Americans, by whom he m Philadelphia 

H 2 
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Earl Co rxw alias to 8m Hexbt Cluttox 

Pftenbtn^i, Hmj SO 17 SI 

You will easily conceive how sensible an affliction it wo & to 
me on entering this province, to receive an account of the death of 
my friend. General Phillips, whoee lows I cannot sufficiently lament 
from personal or public considerations. 

The corps winch I brought from dearth Carolina arrived here 
t )na morning The information conveyed bv your Excellency to 
General Arnold, relative to the probable movements of the French 
arma m ent, reetrams me at present from any material offensive 
operations but as soon as I can hear any satisfactory accounts of 
the two fleets, I will endeavour to make the beet use m my power 
of the troope under my command. General Arnold being of 
opinion that Portsmouth, with its present garrison, is secure against 
a coup-de-main, I would wish to avoid making a precipitate move- 
ment towards that place without absolute necessity because it 
would lesson our reputation m this province but I have sent to 
assure the commanding officer that I will do everything I can to 
relieve him, m case the French should attack the poet. 

Ia Payette is atWiUcrvm, on the other side of James River not far 
from Richmond. I have not heard that Wayne has yet jomed lmn. 

It is with infini te satisfaction that I inclose to your Excellency 
copies of two letters from Lord Rawdon, which have relieved me 
from the most creel anxieties. His Lordships great abilities, 
courage, and firmness of mind, cannot be sufficiently admired and 
applauded. 

There is now great reason to hope that we shall meet with no 
serious misfortune in that province. If however General Greene 
should persevere m carrying on offensive operations against it, we 
must, I think, abandon Camden, and probably Ninety-six, and 
bmlt our defence to the Congaree and tho Santee. This will only 
bo giving up two bad posts, which it n difficult to supply with pro- 
visions, and quitting a part of the country which far some months 
past we have not really possessed. 

I have tho honour to be, Ac. 

Co US' WALLIS. 

Lov> Gnraoc Germaet to Earl Copmwa tj™ 

[E«rtlr*d In ] 

AIT Lord, wuulji, 7 nsi 

Tho WHOM which yon assign for calling Gcnoml Leslie 
from Virginia nro founded in wisdom and canid no t foil bchig op- 
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pro\ed by the King, and ns I have Lad the pleasme to learn fiom 
Colonel Balfoui that General Leslie had joined you, and you were 
in motion on the 11th of January, I make no doubt but youi Lord- 
ship will bv this time have had the honoui to recovei the piovmce 
of North Carolina to his Majesty , and I am even sanguine enough 
to hope fiom } our Lordship’s distinguished abilities nud zeal for the 
King’s sen ice, that the recovery of a part of Yiigmia will crown 
your successes before the season becomes too intemperate for land 
operations. Iam, &c, 

George Germain. 

Earl Cornu allis to Sin Henry Clinton 

SlR, Byrd’s Plantation, North of James Rncr, May 2G, 1781 

. The lemforcement is safely arrived m James River, 
and I opened all youi despatches to pool Phillips marked on his 
Majesty's Service 

The arrival of tlio lemfoicement has made me easy about Ports- 
mouth for the present I Inn e sent General Leslie thither with the 
17th regiment and the tvo battalions of Anspach, keeping the 43rd 
legnnent uitli the army 

I shall now pioceed to dislodge La Payette from Richmond, 
and with my light troops to destroy any magazmes or stores m the 
neighbomliood, which may have been collected either foi his use, 
or General Gieene’s army From thence I purpose to move to the 
Neck at Williamsburgh, wlnc^ is lepiesented as healthy, and where 
some subsistence may be procured, and keep myself unengaged 
from operations which might interfere with your plan for the cam- 
paign, until I have the satisfaction of healing fiom you. I hope I 
shall then have an opportunity to receive better information than 
has hitherto been m my power to procure, relative to a proper 
haibour and place of arms At present I am inclined to tlnnk 
well of York. The objections to Portsmouth are, that it cannot be 
made strong without an army to defend it, that it is remarkably 
unhealthy, and can give no protection to a ship of the Ime Wayne 
has not yet jomed La Fayette, nor can I positively learn where he 
is, or what is Ins force Greene’s cavalry are said to be coming tins 
way, but I have no certain accounts of it 

From the experience I have had, and the dangers I have 
undergone, one maxim appears to me to be absolutely necessary 
for the safe and honourable conduct of this war, which is, — that we 
should have as few posts as possible, and that wherever the King’s 
troops aie, they should be m respectable force. By the vigoicus 
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oiertions of the present governors of America, large bodies of men 
are soon collected ^ and I have too often observed that when a 
storm threatens oar friends disappear In regard to taking pos- 
session of P hiladel phia by an mdnrsion (even if practicable) without 
an intention of keeping or burning it (neither of which appears to 
be advisable) I should apprehend it would do more harm than good 
to the cause of Britain. 

I nhftTl take the liberty of repeating, that if offensive war is in- 
tended, Virginia appears to me the only province m which it can 
be earned on and in which there is a stake But to reduce the 
province and keep possession of tho country a considerable army 
would be necessary for with a small force the busmeas would pro- 
bably terminate unfavourably though the beginning might be 
successful 

By my letter of the 20th, your Excellency will observe that, 
instead of thinkin g it posable to do anything m North Carolina, I 
am of opinion that it is doubtful whether we can keep the poets m 
the hack parts of South Carolina and I believe I have stated m 
former letters, the infinite difficulty of protecting a frontier of 800 
miles against a persevering enemy m a country where we have no 
water communication, and where few of tho inhabitants are active 
or o*Ad friend*. I am, to, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Emu. Cornwallis to the Boa Majob-Gxnxbal Ltstte, 

Dr ad Leslie, Jon* s? i7fli 

3Iv orders from New York make it necessary for 
mo to give up all thought of a post on this side of James IUvor 
1 ou will stop oil tho detachments that I ordered up, except the port 
of the 80th. iBb, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Hon Major-Central Leslie. 

Dear Leslie, wi mmddmb , 3mm is, i78i 

I am very unwilling to give up tho idea of fixing the place 
of arms at "iork, If it ts possiblo to effect it consistent with tho 
arrangement of tho force m this country I shall therefore go 
to-morrow to \ork to oxamrno that place before I toko my final 
resolution. As tho war in \ irginia u to bo only defensive, except 
Kime desultory expeditions, nil idea of diversion m favour of tho 
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CnioJmos must cease, and consequently the wni m Soutli Caioh'na 
vill be kept up by tlie enemy as long ns we attempt to hold any 
pm t of the proi nice In that case I think that either you 01 I 
should go thithei , perhaps you may go foi a tune and I may 
rebel e you. If Loid Bnwdon goes home, cveiy tiling must fall into 
the gi cutest confusion. Nor can Bnlfom, however able, do any good 
without support, j am? &c ? 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henri Clinton. 

SlR, Willinmsburgh, Juno 30, 1781 

The morning after my an iynl here I was honoured 
with yom Excellency’s despatches of the 1 ltli and 15th instant By 
them I find that you tlnnk if nn offensive aimy could be spmed, it 
v o ul cl not be adusable to employ it m this province It is natmal 
for ever}* officer to turn Ins thoughts pnrticulnily to the pait of the 
wai m which he has been most employed, and as the security at 
least of South Carolina, if not the leduction of North Carolina, 
seemed to be generally expected from me, both m tins country and 
in England, I thought myself culled upon, aftei the experiment I 
had made had failed, to pomt out the only mode m my opinion 
of effecting it, and to declaie that until Virginia was to a degiee 
subjected w e could not reduce North Carolina, or have any certain 
hold of the back countiy of South Caiolina, the want of navigation 
lendeimg it impossible to maintain a sufficient aimy m either of 
these provinces at a considerable distance fiom the coast, and the 
men and liches of Virginia furnishing ample supphes to the rebel 
southern army 

I will not say much in praise of the militia of the Southern 
colonies, but the list of British officers and soldiers lolled and 
wounded by them since last June, proves but too fatally that they 
are not wholly contemptible 

Tour Excellency being charged with the weight of the whole 
American war, your opinions of course are less partial, and are 
directed to all its parts, to those opmions it is my 'duty implicitly 
to submit 

Being in the place of General Phillips, I thought myself called 
upon by you to give my opinion with all deference on the attempt 
upon Philadelphia Having experienced much disappointment on 
that head, I own I would cautiously engage m measuies depending 
materially for then success upon active assistance from the country , 
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wid I thought the attempt upon Philadelphia would do more harm 
titan good to the cause of Britain, because, supposing it practicable 
to get possession of the town (which, beeidea other obstacles, if the 
redoubts are kept up, would not be easy) we could not hope to 
arrive, without their having Iiad sufficient warning of our approach 
to enable them to secure the specie and the greatest part of their 
i aluable public stores by means of then boats and shipping which 
give them certain powewon of the river from Mud Island upwards. 
The discriminating of the owners, and destroying any considerable 
quantity of West India goods and other merchandize dispersed 
Lire ugh a great town, without burning the whole together would 
be a work of much time and labour Our appearance there, with- 
out an intention to stay might give false hopes to many friends, 
and occasion their ruin and any unlucky accident on our retreat 
might furnish matter for great triumph to our enemies. However, 
my opinion on that subject is at present of no great importance, 
oa it appears from your Excellency a despa tehee that, in the axeou 
tion of those ideas, a co-operation was intended from your side, 
which now could not be depended upon, from the uncertainty of 
the permanency of our naval superiority and your apprehensions 
of on intended serious attempt upon New York I have therefore 
lost no time in taking measure* for complying with the requisition 
contained in your despatch of the 16th instant. 

Upon viewing York, I was clearly of opinion that it far exceeds 
(sir power consistent with your plans, to make gofe defensive posts 
there and at Gloucester, both of which would be necessary for the 
protection of shipping. The state of the transports has not yet 
been reported to me, but I have ordered the few that are at Ports- 
mouth to be got ready and os soon as I pass James Hirer (for 
which pnrpobe tho boats are collecting), and ran get a convoy they 
wlinll bo despatched with os many troops ss they wQl contain, and 
shall bo followed by others as last as you send transports to receive 
them. When I see Portsmouth I shall give my opinion of the 
number of men necessary for its defence, or of any other post that 
may bo thought more proper But as magimnes, drc. may be 
destroyed bv occasional expeditions from New York, and there is 
littlo chance of bolng able to establish a post capable of gmng 
effectual protection to ship# of war I submit it to your Excellency's 
consideration, whether it is worth wldle to held a nchly defensive 
{«*t /n tlus bay wldch will always be expoeed to a sudden French 
attack, and wluch experience Iras shown mokes no diversion in 
fuonr of the southern army 

Tarlcton was luehv enough to intercept an express with Jotters 
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from Greene to La Fayette, of 'which the inclosed are copies By 
them you will see Geneinl Greene’s" intention of coming to the 
norfliwmd. and that paitof the lemfoiccments destined foi his 
annv was stopped m consequence of my airival heie Theio can 
be little doubt ot his letuinmg to the southwaid, and of the lem- 
lbrcements pioceeding to join his army 

I still continue in the most painful anxiety foi the situation of 
bouth Carolina Youi Excellency will have received accounts ol 
Lord ltaw don’s proceedmgs pievious to Ins arnval at Monk’s 
Comer, and of his intended operations My last account from linn 
is in a note to Lieut -Colonel Balfour, dated the 9th instant at 
Fourhole Bridge, and he was then m great hopes of bemg m time 
to save Crugei I have oideied Colonel Gould J to pioceed, as 
soon as convoy could be piocured, with the 19th and 30th legnnents 
to Few' York, leaving the 3rd regiment and flank companies in 
South Caiolma till youi pleasure be laiowrn I named the flank 
companies, because they might be distant at the time of the arnval 
of the order, and as a corps capable of exertion is much w anted on 
that service. 

Your Excellency well knows my opinion of a defensive w r ar on 
the fionticrs of South Caiolma From the state of Lord Raw don’s 
health it is impossible that he can remain, for which reason, 
although the command m that quarter con only be attended with 
mortification and disappointment, yet as I came to America with 
no other view than io endeavour to be useful to my country, and 
as I do not think it possible to render any service m a defensive 
situation here, I am walling to lepair to Charlestown, if you approve 
of it , and m the mean tune I shall do everything m my power to 
arrange matters here till I have your answer 

La Fayette’s Continentals, I believe, consist of about 1700 or 
1800 men, exclusive of some twelvemonths’ men, collected by 
Steuben 1 2 He has received considerable reinforcements of militia, 
and about 800 mountain riflemen under Campbell He keeps 
with his mam body about eighteen or twenty miles from us, his 
advanced coips about ten or twelve, piobably with an intention of 
insulting our real -guard wlien we pass James River, I hope, 
how r ever, to put that out of his power by crossing at James City 

1 Colonel Paston Gould, brother of Sir 1813, unmanned He had bargained with 

Charles Gould, afterwards Morgan, 1st Bart , the Amencans that he should receive 10,0001 
Lieut -Colonel 50th Regiment, b Jan 18, as a compensation for his expenses, and for 
1731, d 1782, m Anne, dau of Benjamin the military employments he held m Europe 
Hallowell, Esq , of Boston, m Amenca, and When the war was over they repudiated the 
sister ot the late Admmil Sir Benjamin Hnl- arrangement, and offered him 7000 dollars 
lowell Carew Ultimately he accepted a pension of 2500 

2 Brron Steuben, b 1730, d No\ 28, dollars 
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Island, and if I can get a favourable opportunity of striking a blow 
at him without lira of time, I will certainly try it. I will likewise 
attempt water-expeditions, if proper objects present themselves 
after my arrival at Portsmouth. J have, die, 

COHHW ALLIS. 


Vim . Coejtwaihs to 8m Heskt Cltstox 

CoW»m, July 8 1781 

I was 4his morning honoured with your despatch of the 
2Sth ult The troops are perfectly ready and will proceed to 
Portsmouth to wait the arrival of the transports. I will give imme- 
diate orders about the artillery stores, &c. 

I must agai n take the liberty of calling yuur Excellency s 
serious attention to the question of the utility of a defensive post 
m this country which cannot have the smallest influence on the 
war in Carolina, and wlnoh only gives us some acres of an unhealthy 
swamp, and is for evor liable to become a prey to a foreign enemy 
with a temporary superiority at sea. 

I have the honour &o, 

COENWALLIri. 


Eail Cohxwallh to the Box Majok-Oexeblai List-ik. 


Deae Leslie, c«u»n, Jaiy e, it8L 

I enclose a copy of the General b despatch which was written 
in cipher You will please to make the necessary arrangements 
for tho embarkation of the stores and artillery dn, and prepare os 
many horse-vessels as possible, observing the strictest secrecy as to 
thv. chytct the. wxyft&iAvovu t TuIiTcJu tomorrow for Suffolk, 
whore I shall amvo in fonr or five days, and from thence send the 
troops destined for omberkntion to Portsmouth. 

The Marquis’ intonded to attack our rear-guard, and luckfly 
stumblod on our army It was near dark, but the 76th and 80th 
gavo the Pennsylvania lane ft trimming, and took two 0-poundore — 
all thov had with thorn one is marked " Taken at Bennington .” 1 
A httlo more daylight would have given us the whole corps. 

Boliovo mo, Ail, 

CoiEfWATJ.IH. 


L* F j«ttt 

A cro*VW»U« StUrluMml of OrwrU 
Ikn^rn imj cwnMUj *f H(m (Ur 


naa», tu totally l Bowalagto* ■ 

Jw 171 T Tarj k»i «X> kDlrf 
»o«»>kd, W'ilrt pi+noer». 
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Emil Cornwallis to thi Hon. Major-Gi nlilvl Ltslil 

De vr Leslie, Sufloik, July 20, 1781 

Bv a letter I hove leccned tins mstnut from the Com- 
•* 

maudcr-m-Chief. it is neecssary to stop the sailing of the expedi- 
tion. which you will be pleased to do, and lemam with the tians- 
ports m Hampton Load until you hem fuithei fiom me You wall 
be pleased to communicate this to the Cominodoie, and make an 
apology to lnm for my not waiting 

Believe me, &e , 

CORNWALLIS 


Earl Cornwallis io Lord Rawdon 

M\ DEAR LORD, Portsmouth, Virginm, July 23, 1781 

I dare not be so sanguine as to hope that you can 01 ought 
to stay m Carolina I have not time to explain to you my situation 
Suffice it to say that the C 1 is determined to tlnow r all blame on me, 
and to chsappiove of all I have done, and that nothing but the 
consciousness that my going home in apparent disgust, w r ould essen- 
tially hint 0111 affaus in this countiy could possibly induce me to 
remain I offered to letura to Carolina, but it was not appioved 
of, and it became absolutely necessaiy to send Leslie, lest the com- 
mand should have devolved on . 

Your most faithful and affectionate friend, 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Hlnry Clinton 
SlR, Portsmouth, July 24, 1781 

I find by your Excellency’s lettei of the 29th May, that 
neither my march from Cioss Cieek to Wilmington, or from thence 
to Petersbuigk, meets with your appiobation The move from 
Cross Creek to W ilmin gton was absolutely necessary such was the 
situation and distress of the troops, and so great were the suffer- 
ings of the sick and wounded, that I had no option left I tried 
many means of informing Loid Rawdon of it , they all faded. I 
had left such a force m South Carolina, that if Lord Rawdon could 
have had timely notice of the probability of General Greene’s 
moving towards that province, ai^ could have called m Lieut - 
Colonel Watson, General Gieene would not have ventured to place 
himself before Camden 


1 feu Hemy Clinton 
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The fate of the garrison at Camden must have been decided 
before I could have reached the Pedee or Waggonaw Hod a 
misfortune happened to Lord Bawdon 8 corps, I knew that the 
whole country east of Santee and Pedee would be in anna against 
ns, I therefore did not think that I could, with 1300 infantry and 
200 cavalry undertake snoh a march and the passage of two such 
rivers, without exposing the corps under my command to the utmost 
hazard of disgrace and min. 

In tho measures which I pursued I neither naked my own corps 
or Major-General P hilli ps a, b eing determined to return to Wil 
mmgton from Halifax, nnlem I heard from that officer that I could 
join him in safety 

With the warmest zeal for the service of my Kmg and country, 
1 am conscious that my judgment is liable to error Perhaps in 
tho difficult situation I was m at Wilmington the measure which I 
adopted was not the best but I have at least tho satisfaction to 
find, by tbe intercepted letters of May 14 from General Greene to 
Baron bteuben, that it was not agreeable to his wishes that I camo 
into Virginia- j 

COEHWALLKL 


Eaei, Corjwulus to 6m Hkxt-t Cluitox 

Sib, PcrtKDtnrth, Vfrjbda, July 37 1”81 

I received your ciphered letter of the 11th instant on tho 
20th, m consequence of which the expedition was defamed, and on 
the 21st I was honoured with your despatches of the 8th and 11th 
nwtant, tuo contents of which I will confess, were to me os unex 
pected as, I trust, they are undeserved. 

As a subordinate officer I think it my duty to obey positive 
orders, or m exercising discretionary powers to act as much as 
jwssiblo conformable to the apparent wishes of my superior officer, 
combined with the evident good of the service and m my late con 
duct I hopo I have not donated from those principles for permit 
mo to remark that I cannot discover m tho instructions to 
General Phillips, and the substance of private conversations with 
him (extracts of which I toko the liberty to enclose) to which I 
am referred, nor in our former correspondence, any trace of tho 
extremo earnestness that novflfppcani to secure a harbour for ships 
of tbe lino and your assent to my engaging in operations m the 
Upper Chcsapook, if I could have brought mysolf to think them 
ixpcdknt would, if I liad doubted before, have convinced mo tliat 
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securing a liaiboui for line-of-battle ships was not with you a.*, 
pnmary and immediate object In my letter of the 26th of May 
I informed youi Excellency that, aftei destroying the stores at 
[Richmond and the adjoining countiy, I should move back to 
Williamsburgh, keeping the army m leadmess to comply with 
youi fin ther instructions I arrived at that place on the 25th, and 
on the 26th of June I received your despatches of the 11th and 15th 
of the same month, bemgthe first letteis that I leceived from you 
since my arrival m Virginia In the first you tell me New Yoik 
is tlneatened to be attacked by a veiy numeious enemy, and, 
therefore, wishing to concentrate youi force, you recommend to 
me to send a body of troops to you, as I can spare them, in the 
older mentioned m a list, unless I have engaged m opeiations m 
the Upper Chesapeak , and in the despatch of the 15th, taking foi 
gi anted that I have not engaged in those operations, you requne 
that the embaikation of those tioops may begm with the gieatest 
despatch After a full compliance with this leqmsition the force 
left under my command uould have been about 2400 rank and 
file fit for duty, as will appeal by the returns, which m a post 
adapted to that number I hoped would be sufficient for a defensive, 
and desultory water expeditions You mention Williamsburgh and 
York in your letter of the 11th as defensive stations, but only as 
bemg supposed healthy, without deciding on their safety Wil 
liamshurgh having no haibour, and requiring an armv to occupy 
the position, would not have suited us I saw that it would 
require a great deal of time and laboui to fortify York and 
Gloucester, both of which aie necessary to secure a harbour foi 
vessels of any buiden, and to effect it, assistance would have been 
wanted from some of the troops then undei embarkation oiders, 
which, when New York was m dangei, I did not think myself at 
liberty to detain for any othei purpose than operations m the 
Upper Chesapeak , and supposing both places fortified, I thought 
they would have been dangerous defensive posts, either of them 
bemg easdy accessible to the whole force of this piovmce, and 
from their situation they would not have commanded an acre of 
country I therefoie, under these circumstances, with the most 
earnest desire to comply with what I thought were your present 
wishes, and to facilitate your intended future opeiations m Pennsyl- 
vania, did not hesitate m deciding to pass James River and to retire 
to Portsmouth, that I might be able to send you the troops required , 
and I was confirmed m the propnety of the measure when, upon 
passing James River, I received your despatch informing me that 
for essential reasons you had resolved to make an attempt on 
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^Philadelphia, and directing me to embark with the greatest expe- 
dition the same body of troops, with stores, &o, for that purpose. 
Having likewise executed this order with the utmost exertion and 
alacrity I must acknowledge I was not prepared to receive m the 
next despatch from your Excellency a severe censure for my 
conduct. 

Immediately on receipt of your ciphered letter I gave orders 
to the engineer to examine and survey Point Comfort and the 
rhnnnelw adjoining to it- I have likewise visited it with the 
captains of the King s ships now lying m Hdmpton Road. I 
have the honour to enclose to you copies of the report of the 
engineer and of the opinions of the captains of the navy on that 
subject, with which my own entirely concurs and I likewise 
transmit a survey of the peninsula made by the engineers, from 
aTi win oh your Excellency will see that a work an Pomt Comfort 
would neither command the entrance, nor secure his Majesty's 
ships at anchor in Hampton Road. This being the case I shall 
in obedience to the spirit of your Excellency s orders, take moa 
surea with as much despatch as possible to seise and fortify York 
and Gloucester being the onlv harbour m which we can hope to 
be able to give effectual protection to bno-of-battlo ships. I shall 
likewise) uso oil the expedition m my power to evacuate Ports- 
mouth and the poets belonging to it, but until that is accomplished 
it will be impossible for me to spare troops for York and Glou 
cestor from their situation command no country and a superiority 
in the field will not only be necesary to enable us to draw forage 
and other supplies from the country but likewise to carry on our 
works without interruption. 

Your Excell onoy having been pleased to disapprove of my 
going to South Carolina, I have sent General Leslie, who eoilod on 
the 25th instant in the Carysfort to take the command there 
I have the honour Am, 

Coaxw ALLIS, 


Loan Geodoe Geuuaix to Ea*l Corxivaluk. 

"My Loud, whn#t*n .w 4 nei 

Majesty s ship Galatea, which arrived on tho liHh of 
but montlt, brought mo a lotter from Lord Rnwdon, k enclosing a 
noto from votrr Lordship to him, written on tho 17th March at 
tho town of G ml ford, which year Lordship mado famous by tho 
glonous victory you lmd gained thoro over tho Rebel forces 
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commanded 1 »v Genoial Oioeno Tho King- has commanded mo 

to «igmf\ to jom LouKlnp. hi^ Haiosh's io^l nppiobation of 

your able conduct, umomittcd cxoitions. nnd anient. yenl foi 

h?s «omeo nnd to convoy to i on Ins io}nl congint illations ujion 

vom lmppy nnd proudont c-eapo from n dnngci, that twice 

approached jou so nearly ns to destioy two horses undoi 

von 1 . 

* 

I was much alarmed upon leading the copy of Sn Henry 
Clinton’s instructions to General Phillips, to return with the 
greatest part of hr- force to Hew York if lie did not iceene oidcrs 
from vom Lorddnp, lost ^ou might not. speedily lane had an 
oppoilumty of communicating with him* hut yom late victory at 
Guilford will. 1 tiust. liaAC ojiened the country moio to you nnd 
afforded vou an occasion of taking him and his whole forco undei 
•\our command nnd employing it as a co-operating nimy, until the 
Southern provinces are 1 educed or the season becomes too intem- 
perate for actnc sen ice, foi it is tho King’s linn piupose to 
recoi cr those ])iovmces m picfcicnce to all others, and to push the 
war from south to noilh, securing what is conquered as we go on , 
and not by desultoiy entcrpiises, taking possession of places at one 
tune, and abandoning them at another nnd I lm-\e signified his 
Mniesty’s pleasuie to Sn Henry Clinton to thnt effect. 

I am, <Sre , 

Guo G'kiislvin 

The foregoing despatches sufficiently show* tho difference of 
opinion, and the w r ant of coidiabty winch existed between the tw r o 
Generals Sn Heniy Clinton, anxious to concentrate his foice at 
Hew York, and merely wishing to maintain the posts then held m 
the Southern piovmces, was ahvays desnmg Loid Cornwallis to 
send large detachments to the North On the 8th of June he 
expressed a strong opinion that Geneial Leslie and 2000 men 
could he spared On the lltli he asked for seven legiments of 
infantry, and one and a half of cavalry Again on the 19th and 
on July 1st he called for six legiments, which he specified by 
name, hut on the 11th he countermanded the sailing of the troops 
Both Generals complained that they w T ere kept m ignorance of 
each other’s intentions — -which, mconvement under any circum- 
stances,. was especially so to the jumoi officer Not only did Sn 
H. Clinton lay down no plan of operations for Lord Cornwallis, 

1 One horse was shot under Lord Cornwallis when fording the Catawba, Feb 1, and another 
at the battle of Guilford 
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lm( ^71 tli the exception of the proposed attack on Philadelphia, 
he never said what he meant to do himself professing ha inability 
to mate any arrangements till the expected Teinforeements had 
arrived from Europe. Even more — when General Phillips was 
sent to the Chesapeak, ha mstroctions were not communicated to 
Lord Cornwallis. Thus left m ignorance of the operations contem 
plated at Head Quartern, and not knowing what detachments might 
be required, Lord Cornwallis wm often compelled to act on the 
defensive, when an offensive movement might have been most 
advantageous. These feelings of jealousy and* irritation on the 
part of Sir Henry may be attributed, partly to the fact that Lord 
Cornwallis was instructed to correspond directly with the Secretary 
of State, and partly to his knowledge of the existence of the dor 
mant Commission, which, had Sir Henry gone home would have 
placed the command m the hands of Lord Cornwallis. Another 
source of annoyance was the tone of many of Sir Henry’ e letters. 
His despatches ore often full of splenetic remarks. In one dated 
August 2, he tells Lord Cornwallis that he entirely disapproves of 
hia operations, and conceives that he has a right to express that 
opinion. But Lord Cornwallis had the satisfaction of knowing that 
(whatever might be the news of Sir Henry) his conduct in every 
respoct was highly approved of by the Government at home, who 
appear almost uniformly to have preferred his plans to thoee of his 
commanding Officer 


Loud Georgs Gkriiaut to Sir Hejbt Clotos 
S nt, WUtcball, J dm 6, 1 si 

I shall, therefore, only observe in addition to all 
I havo already written upon the subject that I am well pleased 
to find Lord Cornwallis s opinion entirely com odes with min n of 
tho great importance of pushing the war on the side of Virginia 
with all tho force that con be spared, until that province is 
reduced. T , 

I am, Ac. 

Geo. Gebiivis 


Eaul Oorxwailis to BwoAtum-GEnaiAi. 0 IIara 
DeAH CnAm.ES, TortWn, Aug _ 1781 

Vftcr q possago of four days wo landod hero and 
at Gloucester without opposition. Tho position Is hod, and of 
conn-e we want more troops, and you know that ovorv senior 
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iriMicr.il takes; without remoisc fiom n junioi. and tolls him tlmt lie 
hus nothing to fcai. . . . Youis most simcicl), 

CORNWALLIS 

1' \ur, Cousw \t 1 in to Brae. \nn n-Gi si it \i O'Har 

Hi' U? ClI MILLS Urkfonn, Aug 4, 1781 

. 1 am not eas\ about my post at Gloucester and 

am m uront want of negroes to woilc. as the heat is too great, to 
admit of the soldicis dome: it 

Yoms mo>t sincciely, 

CoilMW ALLIS 


Earl CoitMiAii.is to Sir Hi sin Clinton 
Sin. 1 ork, in \ lrginn, Aug 12, 1781 

I ombniked the SOth legimcnt in boats and went myself on 
boaid the ‘Richmond ’ tery eaily in the moining of the 2.9th, but 
we were so unfortunate m winds ns to be foui dais on our.pn^sage 
The SOtli landed on the night of the 1st at Gloucester, and the 
troops winch were in transports, on the morning of the 2nd, at this 
place I have since hi ought the 71st and the Legion hither, and 
sent the regiment du Prince Hereditane to Gloucestei The 
worlcs on the Gloucester side are m some foiwaidne^s, and I hope 
in a situation to resist a sudden attack Brigadier-General O’Hara 
is hastening as much as possible the e\ acuation of Portsmouth 
As soon as he arrives lieie, I will send to New Yoik eveiy man 
that I can spare consistent with the safety and subsistence of the 
force m tins country j ] mvej & c ( 

COENW ALLIS 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

SlB, Yorktown, Aug 16, 1781 

I did not imagine that my letter of the 1 6th J uly would 
have given your Excellency reason to be so sanguine as to hope, 
that by this tame any detachment could have been made from 
hence The evacuation of Portsmouth has employed one engmeei 
and a number of labourers and artificers , and with every exertion 
by land and water, I do not expect that business to be completed 
before the 21st or 22nd mst. 

After our experience of the labour and difficulty of constructing 
VOL I ' i 
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works at tins ecaaon of the year and the plan for fortifying this mdo 
not being entirely (settled I cannot at present say whether I can 
spare any troops, or if any how soon. I have, fax, 

OomrwAUiia 


Earl Oobitwallis to Sib Heist Clixtov 

Tarkton, Anj 20 1781 

Before I resolved to pass James River to enable me to 
comply with your requisition of troope, I had rerv maturely con 
side red the general tenour of ycrar despatches to General Phillips, 
ns well os those of the 11th and 15th June and when I decided 
on that measure, I sufficiently felt how mortifying it wob to me 
personally and how much the reputation of hiB Majesty’s arms 
would suffer by it in this province. 

But your Excellency was pleased to give me to understand m 
your despatch of the 11th, that you wished to concentrate your 
force, being threatened with on attack at New York by General 
W ashmgton, with 20 000 men at least, besides on expected French 
reinforcement, and tho numerous militia of the five neighbouring 
provinces and in your despatch of the 15thj supposing that 1 had 
not thought it expedient to engage m operations m the Upper 
Chesapoak, end that those I had undertaken in this province would 
he finished, you require that part of the troops mentioned m ft hat 
contained in the former despatch, should be embarked and sent to 
Kow York with all possible despatch, notifying to me at tho same 
timo that you would m proper tune, solicit the admiral to send 
more transports to tlio Cbesnpeak, m which yon desired that I 
would Bond the remaining troops that I judged could bo spared, as 
you did not think it advisablo to leavo more troope in this un 
healthy dimnto at this season of the year than what were abso- 
lutely wanted for a defensive, and desultory water excursions. 

My own operations being finished, and being of op man that it 
would ha vo boon dangerous far the Kings service to engage In 
operations in tho Upper Ch can peak, I thought it incumbent upon 
mo to obey so explicit nn order without loss of time. As I could 
not discover in any of your instructions or despatches, any earnest* 
nrss for immediately socunng a harbour for lmo-of-battlo ship*, I 
thought myself under tho necessity of being contontod with the 
T»o«t at Portsmouth such os it was, for I did not consider myself at 
liberty to oiercuo my discrotionan power by changing that poet 
for another which would havo required so great n part of tho troops 



under im command fov the pm poses of fortifying it, &c , flint any 

plans of vom* which dopended upon inntoiinl lcinforccment fiom 

hence murid theiehv lmo boon tdtollv fruslialod. 

• 

Mv lesolution to pass James Enci was ]tisf executed, when I 
received your despatch of the 28 th June, ordenngfhc expedition 
for the attempt on Philadelphia That older being likewise posi- 
tive unices I was engaged in any inipoitniit move of my own, 01 
in operations m the Vppei Chesapeak, I felt a pmticulnr satisfac- 
tion that mv decision on your fiist oidei had enabled me to act 
so expeditiously with this, and I own that instead of blame, I 
hoped to have merited approbation 

I was clcaily* convinced when I iccencd those orders, and I 
cannot vet see any cause to alter my opinion, that, having a suffi- 
cient force remaining foi a defensive m the post that I had lcsolved 
to occupy, if I had detained the troops rcqimed and specified m 
your list for any othci reason than that of being engaged m an 
important move of my own, 01 in operations m the Uppei Chesn- 
pealc, and if in the mean time a misfortune had happened at New 
Yoilc, or you had been disappointed of any' mateunl object at Phi- 
ladelphia, my conduct would have been highly and dcseivcdly cen- 
sured, but I acknowledge I never apprehended, ev en though it 
might aftei wards appeal that the danger at New r York was not 
imminent, nor the attempt on Philadelphia expedient, that I 
sliould be subject to blame for passing James Eiver, a step lendeied 
indispensably" necessary by nil obedience of y r oui oidcrs, and for 
tlie safety of the tioops remaining undei my command 

Your Excellency, aftei mentioning yom intention of lecom- 
mencmg operations m the Chesapeak about the beginning of 
Octobei, is pleased to say that y'ou will then determine wliethei 
you will act in Virginia according to my plan, or m the Upper 
Chesapeak according to your own. 

It is true that it is my opinion, that while we keep a naval supe- 
riority, Virginia is, by its navigable nveis, extremely accessible, 
and that if we have force to accomplish it, the 1 eduction of the pio- 
vrnce w r ould he of great advantage to England, on account of the 
value of its trade — the blow it would be to the Eebels — and as it 
would contribute to the 1 eduction and quiet of the Carolina^ , but 
in my subordinate situation, being unacquainted with the instruc- 
tions of Administration, ignorant of the foice at yom command fi om 
othei services, and without the power of making the necessary 
arrangements for execution, I can only offei my opinions for con- 
sideration, certainly not as plans , but whatever plan yon may think 
proper to adopt for operations m the Chesapeak, I shall be most 

i 2 
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sincerely concerned if your Excellency should be bo crrcnmutanced 
as not to be able to undertake the execution of it in person. If your 
Excellency should find it necessity to direct me to undertake the 
execution of any plan that may be fixed upon by you, I shall make 
the beet use in my power of the force put under my command but 
as my acting differently from your ideas or wishee might m many 
instance* be attended with great detriment to the King b eemoe, I 
shall, if employed, hope to be honoured, with explicit instructions 
from your Excellency on all points that will admit of them. 

I have, 

COKffWALUfl. 

The affaire of the Rebel Government were at this time in a very 
precarious state. Of the thirteen provincea, Georgia and New York 
were almost entirely and the two Carolines partially in the power 
of the British and Vermont, os early as the month of May m this 
year had shown a strong desire to unite with Canada. In every 
other pronnoe a body of Loyalists, more or lees numerous, existed, 
though kept down by the oppressive conduct of the ruling autho- 
ntiee. It was ascertained from intercepted letters, that the feeding 
of tho American army had become a matter of extreme difficulty 
Their nary had ceased to exist, while, even as eighteen-months 
men, recruits could hardly be obtained at all far the army and 
no reliance could be placed on the militia. The almost unlimi ted 
issue of paper money had ao depreciated its value, that the public 
departments could scarcely effect purchases upon any terms. 

Though General Greene had met with some success m the 
south, Washington felt that under these circumstances tho cause 
must bo lost unless some important blow were struck, and this 
could not bo dono without assistance from France. Such aid, often 
promised daring the three precodmg years, had never been 
effectually furnished bat at last, on a positive assurance that 
M do Grosso 1 was actually on his passage, a plan wua arranged 
for an attack uj>oa Low York Tins was afterwords abandoned 
ns M do C rasso dotormlned to enter tho Ohcaapeah River w hich 
ho did on tho 30th of August annonneing that he could not 
remain long on tho American, coast. Six days later an mdocisivo 
action between him and Admiral Graves took place and at tho 
clo*o of it the British fleet, considerably cnppled, sailed for 
Now lork. 

1 TVuI. Court* At Cnw b, 1753{ d. Jbl. IJ UBS ora. 
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E\ul Coknw urns ro Sm Climon 

Sill, lorklown, \ irgmn, Aug 22, 1781 

Poitsmouth having boon completely cwicuated without any 
interruption Aom the enemy, Gcneial O’Jlma arrived hero tins 
day with the stores and tioops. and a great numbei of lcfugees 
have accompanied Inin from the counties of Noifolk, Suffolk, and 
Princes Anne 

The engineer has finished his suney and examination of this 
place and has proposed his plau for fortifying it, which appearing 
judicious, I have approved of, and dnected to be executed 

The works at Gloucester aie now in such foiwaulness, that a 
smaller detachment than the present gainson would be in safety 
against a sudden attack but I make no alteration there, as I 
cannot hope that the labour of the whole will complete that post 
m less than five or six w ceks 

My experience there of the fatigue and difficulty of constructing 
worlcs m this warm season, convinces me that all the laboui that 
the troops here will be capable of without ruining then health, w ill 
be required at least foi six weeks to put the intended woiks at tins 
place m a tolerable state of defence , and as your Excellency has 
been pleased to commumcate to me yom intentions of recom- 
mencing operations m the Chesapeak about the beginning of 
October, I will not venture to take any step that might retard the 
establishing of this post, but I request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to decide w hetlier it is more important for your plans that 
a detachment of 1000 or 1200 men, winch I tlnnlc I can spare 
from every other purpose but that of labour, should be sent to you 
from hence, or that the whole of the tioopS here should be 
employed in expediting the W'oiks 

There being only four 18 ’s and one 24-pounder heie, moie 
heavy guns wall be wanted for the sea-battenes at this place, and 
we are likewise m w r ant of many othei artillery and engineers’ 
stores, the returns of which I take the libeity to enclose 

It is proper to mention to your Excellency, that you may make 
your arrangements accordingly, that there are only about 600 stand 
of spare arms m the Chesapeak , and that om consumption of pro- 
visions is consideiably mcreased by a nuinber of refugees lately 
come to us, and by negroes that aie employed m different branches 
of the public seivice 1 i^e, & c ? 

Cornwallis 
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TsAwr, CaaxwAma to the Hot ILuor-Geteral Leslie. 

Deab Leslie , ToA Virginia, Aug 37 i7«i 

Sir Henry has written to me lately to Bay that if 
any part of the troops lately arrived from Europe could be spared 
from South Carolina, he wished you to send them to New Tort. 
I informed him that I should submit it to your opinion, and at the 
same tim e stud, that as my intercourse with South Carolina was 
very precarious, and as there could be no co-operation between the 
troope employed there and at tins poet, I wished him to tr an s m it 
any commands he might have for Carolina directly to you. 

We are busfly employed in fortifying this poet, which will be a 
work of great time and labour and after oil, I fear not be very 
strong Our troope are remarkably healthy for this season. 

I am, 

OOHNW ALLIS. 

Earl Corxwallb to the Comte ns Qhaibf- 
MONBIETJH, TaAknro, S*pt. fi, 1781 

Ayant appns que mon ami My Lord Bawdon, 1 eet pnsontner 
sur la flotte command^ par voire Excellence, et dtant extremo- 
mcrnt lntdresed de recevoir dee nouvellee cortamca de 1 dtot de sa 
snntd, j’m pns la liberty de m odresaer h votre Excellence, pour la 
permission d avoir une rdponse h ma lettre. 

Un onseigne de voiseeau nn volontaire et un caporal de vos 
troupes ayant tombds entre lee mams de nos pa treadles, je lea ai 
renvoyds, vous pnant d avoir la bontd do me rendre trois pnsonniors 
Auglms do rungs dganx. I’m lTumnOTr Ac. 

COESWATLIH. 

LARL CoRXWALUl TO SlB HeiET ClETTOX 

Yorirtow n 0 1781 

I linvo mado several attempts to inform your Exccllonoy 
tliat the French West India Fleet under M de Grosso, ontored 
tho Capes tho 2Dth nit. I could not exactly loarn thoir number — 
thoy report twenty firo or twenty-six soil of tho lino. Ono of 74 
two of G 1 and ono fngoto ho at tho mouth of this nvor 

Tho French troops landed at James Town are stud to bo 3SOO 

L<ml tU«J o k*l Ulm hi. I Lz-Umi co L*ixd pwtrt »hkh «M cjpIuioI 

<■ rm>bcrufr 



men Wivdungton is said to lie shortly expected, and Ins troops 
me intended to he brought by water fiom the Head of Elk, nuclei 
protection of the Fieneli ships The Mmquis do la Fayette is at 
01 neai Williamsburg. 'The French tioops are expected theio, 
but were not mined last night As my works wero not in a state 
of defence. 1 lane taken a ^tiong position out of the town. I am 
now w 01 king hard at tlio ledoubts of the place Piovisions foi six 

weeks. 1 will be \en careful of it Ihaie &c 

% 1 9 

CORNW ALLIS 

Lt Comtl ni . Ghassl to Emu. Cormvali.is 

MoXSIELR, A bonl tin Ynis.-cau h Villo do Pan% lc 15 Sopt 1781 

\T’m 10911 la lettie que votie Excellence a on la bonte do 
m’eciue, oil etoit joint c cello du Loid Jiawdon ]e la lui form 
lemettre mi moment qu’il scia en moil pom on, et j’enverrai tout 
de smte tranquilbser lotre Excellence sur la smite do cet ami Le 
batnnent sur lequel est le Lord n’est pas actuellement sous mon 
paAillon, 111ms sous peu de ]0urs ll sera lejomt Si votie Excellence 
veut njouter quelque foy a cc quo fai riionneui do lui mander, jo 
l’assurerai que le Loid est en bonne smite, amsi que tout ce qui 
l’accompagne, ct qu’il ne se trouve pas mal d’etre avec nous, malgie 
le desu qu’il a de retoiu ner dans sa patne, pom- iota bln sa sante, 
qu’il clit avon besom de repos, quoique sa physiononue tiompeuse 
le dement j’ ai l’l 10im eur, &c , 

Le Comte de Grasse 1 

Sir Hexry Cuxtox to Earl Cork w f alias 
My LORD, New York, Sept 6, 1781 

As I find by yom letters that De Giasse has got mto the 
Chesapeak, and I can have no doubt that Washington is moving 
with at least 6000 French and Rebel troops against you, I think 
the best way to leheve you is to jom you as soon as possible, wuth 
all the foice that can be spaied from hence, which is about 4000 
men. They are already embarked, and will pioceed the instant I 
receive information from the Admiral that we may ventuie, and 
that horn other intelligence the Commodore and I shall judge 
sufficient to move upon 


1 The Comte de Grasse and this very 6hip, Samncl Hood in the ‘ Barfieui/ his ship was 

the * Ville de Paris,’ were taken in Lord Rod- disabled and practically captured by the 

ney’s action of the 12th April 1 hough ‘ Canada,’ Captain Cornwallis 

he would not stuke till fired upon by Sir 
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I beg your Lordship trill let me knot? as soon as possible your 
ideas how the troops embarked for the Oheeapeak may be best em 
ployed for your relief according to the state of circumstance® when 
you receive this letter I shall not however wait to receive your 
answer should I hear m the mean time, that the passage is open. 

I have, Ac., 

H Clinton 


Earl Cornwallis to 8m Henrt Clinton 
SlR, Ycxttcnr*. Ytrgtnk, Sept 1(5, 1781 

I have received your letters of the 2nd and 6th. The enemy’ a 
fleet has returned. Two lme-of battle ships and one frigate be at the 
mouth of this river and three or four lme-of battle ships, several 
frigates and transports, went up the Bay on the 12th and 14th. 
I hear 'Washington ainved at Wflliamsburg on the 14th. Some 
of his troops embarked at Head of Elk, and the othera arrived at 
Baltimore on the 12th. 

If I had no hopes of relief I would rather risk an action than 
defend my half finished works. But as you say Admiral Higby 1 is 
hourly expected, and promise every exertion to assist me, I do not 
think myself justifiable in putting the fate of the war on bo despe- 
rate an attempt 

By eiwtnimng the transports and turning out useless mouths, 
my provisions will last at least six weeks from this day if we can 
preserve them from accidents. The cavalry must, I fear be all 
lost I am of opinion that you can do me no effectual service but 
by coming directly to this place. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

Cornwallis. 


17th Septanher 

I am just informed that since the Rhodo Island squadron has 
joined, they have tlurty-eix sail of tho line. This place is m no 
state of dclenco. If you cannot rehovo me very soon, you must be 
prepared to bear tho worst 


1 I >ir- Admiral lUbrrt Wjby iftfimJi 

AdmLrJ cf lb# Dod, frmaA** of William, 

frth Lord Di -br u>l broOm- #f Edward, t>th 
Leri, nvl #f limy th Lord »ai Irf Earl 

Ib-by b. IVc •'J, 1TT2, L F b. 6, IStSj 


m. Anj 10 1781 Hwvr dan, of A minv 
Elbot, E«q IiruL-0 otwx»*t of Nrw l'*rk, 

•od widow W Jtmtcj E#q Groom of 

tb» B*doharoW fro® 1784 to 1800. 1LP 
f*r WtllJ fmn Dre. 1767 to ll«n± 1701 
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Sin ITf\*ry Clinton* to Earl Corn w alt 

My Lord. Nou Yoik, Sr r t 24, nsi 

At a mcofing of the Goncml and Flag Officers, liold this 
day, it is determined that about 5000 men, innkand file, shall be 
embarked aboard the King’s ships, and the joint exeitions of the 
navy and army made m a few days to relieve you and aftci waids 
co-opera to with you 

The fleet consists of twenty-three sail of the line, three of which 
are 3-deckers There is every reason to hope we start fiom hence 
the 5th October I June, &c, 

II Clinton 

P S — Admiral Digby is this moment ni rived at the Hook with 
three sail of the line 

The council of war was attended by five General and four Fla^ 
Officers Sir Henry Clinton said that it was the unanimous opimon 
of the General Officeis, that Lord Cornwallis's situation required the 
most speedy assistance, and that the only piobable means to lelieve 
him appeared to be a direct movement of the fleet and army to 
the Chesapenk, and if a junction with lum could be effected, 
that the fleet should remain m that river That as the loss of 
Lord Comw r allis’s corps would be attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences, no tune should be lost m attempting to relieve him, 
even at some lisle 

It was proposed, and the question put and agreed to — That the 
troops, &c , designed and held m readiness foi tins service should 
(when the fleet was refitted) be put on board the King's ships, and 
the whole aftei wards proceed to the Chesapeak, and endeavom 
by eveiy means in their power to form a junction with Loid 
Cornwallis’s army 

The omission of the word “ unanimous ” m the decision of the 
council of war, leads to the inference that there was not the same 
unanimity of opimon, as is stated to have existed m the previous 
meeting of General Officers 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 
{3 m Yorktown, Sept 29, 1781 

I have ventured these two last days to look General Wash- 
ington’s whole force m the face, in the position on the outside of 
my works , and I have the pleasure to assuie your Excellency that 
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there was but one wish throughout the whole army which was that 
the enemy wonld advance. 

I have this ev ening received ycrar letter of the 24th, which has 
given me the greatest satisfaction. I shall retire this night within 
the works, and have no doubt, if relief arrives m any reasonable 
tune, York and Gloucester will be both m possession of his Majesty a 
troops. I have, &c. 

OobNWALLIS. 

hvty H. Baomioc to the Right Hot Thomas Townsman) 

My d ear Sib, i>** s«f*. so i 78 i 

We arrived at this place a few days ago, after a very long 
passage, but with remarkably fine weather the whole time, and 
found things here in a most critical situation. You will have 
heard of Graves s action with the French fleet, once which the 
French have boon joined by their Rhode Island squadron, consisting 
of eight ships of the lme, and our intelligence was such that at the 
tune of tho action it was not known whether those ships composed 
port of the fleet or not They now amount to thirty-mx sail af the 
line including two 60’s in the Ohesapeak, where they remain to 
prevent any communication or supplies going to Lord Cornwallis. 
Our fleet consists of twenty three sail of the hue and two 60 s 
one more 60-gun ship is expected here from TTnlifar, and two sail 
of the line from the West Indies but the arrival of the latter must 
bo very precarious, as their rendezvous is in Lynhaven Bay m tho 
Cbesapeak, and unless they fell in with some of our cruisers, they 
will probably be taken by tho Frenc] i, being very heavy sailers 
so that tho utmost we can depend upon is twonty-arx soil of the 
line, including three 60 a, and some of these so damaged m the 
last action that they will not be ready for sea for some time, and 
oven thon m very bad condition. Such is the stato of things at sea, 
and I do not think the appearanco of affairs on shore much hotter 
Indeed they are so much connected with one another that it is 
not ensy to soporato them. Lord Cornwallis is at Yorktown upon 
\ork lUvor m Virginia, and is in powcanon of Gloucester on tho 
oppo«nto wdo of the river I understand they are both very strong 
post a Ho lias with him about 6000 ns fino troops os any in tbo 
world, with tho seamen and guns of the Charon of 44 and Guada 
loapo of 28 guns, and tho crows of somo transports, in all about 
1200 seamen. Washington is at V flluunslrarg, twolvo mflea from 
\ork, with nbout 20 000 mm 8000 hrcnch troops, G000 Con 
tin ntahs and tin re»t \ lrginia militia. 'Wo reeuvo letters ever) 
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now and then fiom Lord Cornwallis by small vessels, winch pass 
the French fleet m the night By the last he says he can hold out 
to the middle of Novembei , he is not afiaid of their attacking 
him, but unless he is reheved by that time, he will be 1 educed to 
lay down his arms foi want of pi o visions, so that it is 1 educed to 
this alternative — eithei to nsk an action at sea against a foice 
infinitely superior, or to suffer a very fine army to lay down their 
anus without firing a shot 

There have been frequent councils of wai held here lately, and 
it was at one tune determined to put a numbei of troops on board 
the men of wai, and try to open the communication, which must, 
of comse, bring on an action between the two fleets Sir S 
Hood 1 and G-eneral Robeitson, 2 I hear, are the only officers who 
press that strongly , the others are veiy cool about it, particularly 
Giaves If this takes place, Sir Heniy Clinton means to go with 
the troops 

Why Washington was suffered to carry to the southwaid any 
part of the force he had m this country, is, I own, beyond my 
comprehension Before he crossed the North River, he came with 
about 8000 or 9000 men, French and Americans, and took post 
within ten miles of our hues at Kmgsbndge , he was suffered to 
stay there above three weeks, and even sent an advanced guard of 
2000 men within sight of our wprks, where they stayed two days, 
and no kind of attempt was made to attack them, though we could 
at any time have spared 10,000 men from tins place, but Sir 
Hemy Clinton was so afraid of being attacked here, that he sent 
lepeated letters to Lord Cornwallis to send him troops from Vir- 
ginia. After all, if Lord Cornwallis should fail, it will be owmg 
entnely to his having trusted too much to promises of timely sup- 
port from hence, smce, if he had been left at liberty, he could have 
retired into North Carolina, and piobably given La Fayette a blow 
in his way In short, eveiybody here is very desponding and veiy 
much out of humour The only subject of conversation is the un- 
pleasant situation of our friends to the southward, having nothing 
to trust to but the spnited exertions of Lord Cornwallis, who is 
fortunate m having some of the best officers m the army to assist 
him Poor Captain Cornwallis, as you may easily suppose, is very 

1 Sir Samuel Hood, afterwards Admiral of 1784, to July, 1788 , then for Reigate tall 
the Red, K B , created Lord Hood m Ii eland the dissolution , and then for Westminster 
Sept 12, 1782, and Viscount Hood in England again to 1796 His first election was the 
June 1, 1796, b Dec 12, 1724, d Jan 27, celebrated contest of Hood, h ox, and Wray 
1816, m Aug 25, 1749, Susanna, dau of 2 Major-General, afterwards Lieut -General 
Edward Lindzee, Esq, of Portsmouth A James Robertson, Colonel 16th Regiment , d. 

Lord of the Admiralty fiom July, 1788, to Maicb, 1788 
March, 1795 M P ioi Wcstminslei, Mu, 
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anxious, and abusee the navy very much for their unnecessary 
delays. I am afraid you must be bred with this long, desponding, 
unconnected scrawl, and shall therefore conclude, hoping to send 
you better news by the next letter Pray give my beet love to 
Mrs. Townshend 1 and all your family and believe me, 

Ever youre most afFecbonately, 

H. Bhodbigk. 

8m Hctbt Clihtox to Eael CoehwaLeb. 

[Brnfod Oct i.] 

MT LOHD New 8*pt 15 178L 

It is supposed the necessary repairs of the fleet mil detain 
ns here to the 6th Oct, and your Lordship must be sensible that 
unforeseen accidents may lengthen it out a day or two longer I 
therefore entreat you to lose no time m letting me know by the 
bearer your real situation, and your opinion how upon our arrival 
wo can best act to form a junchon with you. 

I have, &a, 

H. Clinton 

Earl Coeswallu to Sin Heset Cluttos 
SlE, TaAtown, Oct. 3 178L 

I received your letter of the 26th of Sept last night. Tho 
enomy are encamped about two miles from us. On the night of the 
80th September they broke ground, and made two redoubts about 
1100 yards from our works, which, with Borne works that hod been 
constructed to secure our extenor position, occupy a gorge between 
two creeks, which nearly embrace this post. They bavo finished 
tbe«o redoubts, and I expect they will go on with their works this 
night From tho tamo the enemy have given us, and the uncom 
man exertions of the troops, our works are in a better state of 
defence than wo bad reason to hope. 

I can see no means of forming a junction with me but by York 
Fiver and I do not think that any diversion monld be of use to us. 
Oar occonnts of tho French fleet have in general been that the) 
were thirty fivo or thirty six sail of tho line. 

I have Ac 

CoilNW ALLIS. 

ETioJ*tk don. «J>! roMr of EHrvni Vbcoant Sydorr Sb* *u b. 173*3 L M T 
lowjT,E* N oflli»tWiu»,wl*orii, Qpbt 1 18*0. 

TL-ma« T»#mba*l, IWwuJ t»t 
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burn Cornw alias to .Sm III \n\ Clinton 


Sii: 


Yorhtown, Ocl It, 1781 

Cochrane 1 nni\ed v cstcidnv. I have onh fo lepcnt what I 
n iiiv Icffei of flic Rid. that nothing but n ducct move to York 
Y which includes a successful naval action, can save me On 
emu? of the Dili tlic enemy opened their lmt tones, and lime 
the e continued firing without intermission with about foity pieces 
Mlu 1 moil, mostly heavy, and sixteen moitais fmm eight to sixteen 
of caip w* e ] in \c lost about seventy men, and many of our works 
mclu'jcriously damaged ‘With such works, on disadvantageous 
!11,n 'id. against so powerful an attack, we cannot, hope to make a 
ml, )ong resistance I l m v e, &c , 

OoilNW ALLIS 


v ei \ 


Sin 


15 Since mv letter was written wo have lost, ninety men 
Met 12, 7 i’N[ — LaM night the eneni) made then second 

^del within 300 vaids We continue to lose men very fast 
paialj 

Earl Cornwalijs to Sm Hinry Clinton 

Yoiktow n, Ocl 1,1, 1781 

Last evening the enemy earned my two advanced lcdoubts 
je left by storm, and dunng the night have included them m 
on th> con( j p ara llel, which they aie at piesent busy m perfecting 
the station here becomes very cntical , we dare not show a gun to 
SI old batteries, and I expect then new r ones will open to-monow 
then tn g Expenence has shown that our fresh earthen woilcs do 
moru &sist their powerful artillery, so that we shall soon be exposed 
not r( assault m ruined woiks, m a had position, and with weakened 
to an ers The safety of the place is tlicrefoie so precarious, that 
numlnot lecommcnd that the fleet and aimy should run great risk 
I can(j eaYOimn g to saTe ^ j have? &c ^ 

Cornwallis 


in en 


0 


t the 17th Lord Corawallis, having failed m his attempt to 
by crossing to Gloucestei, was compelled to propose a 


escap^ 

jor the Hod Charles Cochrane, son of 
1 Mai, 8th Earl of Dundonald, b Jan 23, 
ThomT 3 ^ 6 ^ h 7 a c 3110013 hall Oct 17, 1781, 
1749 k's before the suircnder of Yorktown, 
two dajj tandln g next to Lord Cornwallis , 
while <ienne, dau of Major Pitcairn of the 
m Catlt He brought a letter from Sir H 


Chnton, dated Sept SO, saying he could not 
sail before Oct 12 , that he would persist m 
his attempt to relieve him till the middle of 
November, and that if he c&uld not do it by 
a direct movp, he would make an attempt on 
Philadelphia 



120 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap IV 


surrender The mok and wounded were Tory numerous, as ap- 
pears by 

The Mchcono State, Oct 18 1781 or thj Tmoon at Yobs: and 
Gloucester. 

Officers — Fit for doty and rick. 363 

hcnwx»nmi«rioned Officers and Rank and Fib — Fit for doty 4641 

Sick and irtronded 2069 

The nmmTTTntinn for the artillery was exhausted, and the works 
were crumbling to pieces. He Yamly endeavoured to protect the 
Loyalists by a special article bat Washington consented to allow 
the Bonetta sloop of war to pass un examined to New York, and 
those who were most obnoxious thus escaped. What would have 
been their fate may be inferred from the subjoined letter from 
Governor Nelson. 1 The capitulation was mgned on the l&th, and will, 
together with the despatch covering it, be found m the Appendix. 

The conduct of the two victorious armies was very different. 
By the French the English were received with every mark of 
civility and it was observed that salutes were universally exchanged 
between them while such marks of court esv were almost totally 
omitted by the Americans. 

Earl Cornwallis to General Washington 

Tot*. In Vlrjto*, Oit. 17 J781 -Set Appmdlx, No. 9 

General Washington to Eabl Cornwallis. 

Camp be&n Tori. Oct. 17 1781 — Set Apprmfii, No. 10. 

Eabl Cornwallis to General Washington 

Tort, la Vlitf*K Oct. 17 1 81 — Set AppmUi, No. 11 

General Washington to Earl Cornwallis. 

C*mp Men Toft, Oct. 18, 1"81 — Set Appmdli, N*. II. 

Earl Cornwallis to General W abiiixoton 

Oct. 18 1781 — Set Aj^peodir No. 13. 

Copt or Articles or Capitulation 

Oct. IP 181 -Set Appendix, No. 14 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Hfnry Clinton 

SlR, Yorktown, Yngimn, Oct 20, 1781 

I hare the moitification to mfoim your Excellency that I 
have been foiced to give lip the posts of York and Gloucester and 
to siirrendci the troops undei my command, by capitulation, on the 
19th instant, as pnsoners of var to the combined forces of Ainenca 
and France 

I never saw this post m a veiy favourable light, but when I 
found I was to be attacked m it m so unpiepared a state, by so 
poweiful an army and artilleiy, nothing but the hopes of lekef 
would have mduced me to attempt its defence, foi I would eitliei 
have endeavoured to escape to New Yoik by rapid maiches fiom 
the Gloucester side, immediately on the* arrival of Geneial Wash- 
ington’s tioops at Williamsburg, or I would, notwithstanding the 
disparity of numbers, have attacked them m the open field, whei e 
it might have been just possible that fortune would have favoured 
the gallantry of the handful of tioops undei my command, but 
bemg assured by youi Excellency’s letters that eveiy possible 
means would be tried by the navy and army to relieve us, I could 
not think myself at liberty to ventrne upon either of those despe- 
rate attempts , therefore, after remaining foi two days m a strong 
position in fiont of this place in hopes of bemg attacked, upon 
observing that the enemy weie taking measures which, could not 
fail of turning my left flank m a short time, and receiving on the 
second evening your lettei of the 24th of September, informing 
me that the lelief would sail about the 5th of October, I withdiew 
within the works on the night of the 29th of Septembei, hopmg by 
the labour and firmness of the soldiers to piotract the defence 
until you could arrive Everything was to be expected from the 
spirit of the troops, but every disadvantage attended their labour, 
as the works were to be contmued under the enemy’s fire, and oui 
stock of intrenching tools, which did not much exceed 400 when 
we began to work m the latter end of August, was now much 
diminished. 

The enemy bioke ground on the mght of the 30th, and con- 
structed on that night, and the two following days and nights, two 
redoubts, which, with some, woiks that had belonged to our outward 
position, occupied a gorge between twjo creeks oi lavmes, which 
come from the river on each side of the town On the mght of 
the 6th of October they made their first parallel, extending fiom 
its right on the nvei, to a deep lavme on the left, neaily opposite 
to the centre of this place, and embracing our whole left at a dis- 
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tance of 600 yards. Having perfected thin parallel, their batteries 
opened on the evening of the 9th against our left, and other batte- 
ries fired at the same time against a redoubt advanced over the 
creek upon our nght, and defended by about 120 men of the 28rd 
Begun ent and marines, who mam tamed that post with uncommon 
gallantry The fire continued mceesont from heavy cannon, and 
from mortars and howitzers throwing sheila from 8 to 16 inches, 
until all our guns on the left were silenced, our work much 
damaged, nnd our loss of men considerable. On the night of the 
11th they began their second parallel, about 800 yards nearer to 
us. The troops being much weakened by sickness, as well as by 
the fire of the besiegers, and observing that the enemy had not 
only secured their flanks, but proceeded m every respect with the 
utmost regularity and caution, I could not venture so large sorties 
ns to hope from them any considerable effect but otherwise I did 
everything m my power to interrupt this work by opening new 
embrasures for guns and keeping up a constant fire from all tho 
howitzers and small mortars that we could man. On the evening 
of the 14th they assaulted and earned two redoubts that had been 
advanced about 300 yards for the purpose of delaying their ap- 
proaches, and covering oar left flank, and during the night included 
thorn in their second parallel, on which they continued to work 
with the utmost exertion. Be mg perfectly sensible that our works 
could not stand man y hours after the opening of the battenes of 
tlrnt parallel we not only continued a constant fire with all our 
mortars and every gun that could be brought to bear upon it, but 
a little bofore daybreak on the morning of the 10th I ordered a 
sortie of about 850 men, under the direction of Lieut.-Colonel 
Abercrombio to attack two bottones winch appeared to be in tho 
greatest forwardness, and to spiko the guns. A detachment of 
Ononis with the SOth company of Grenadiers, under the command 
of Lieut -Col on el Lake attacked tho ono, and ono of light infantry 
under tht command of Major Armstrong attacked the othor and 
both succeeded in forcing tho redoubts tlmt covered them, spiking 
11 guns and killing or wounding about 100 of tho French troops, 
who laid tho guard of that part of tho trenches, nnd with httle Ions 
on oar ado. Tlus action, though oxtremely honourable to tho 
officers nnd tolditrs who t scented it proved of httlo pubbo ndvnn 
tnge for tho cannon having been spiked in a hnrry were soon 
rendered fit for service again, and before dark tho uholo parallel 
an\ Imttenes appeared to be nearly complete At this timo wo 
km-w that thin, was no part of the whole front attacked on wluch 
wi could how a single gun nnd our shells were nearly expended. 
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I therefore. luul only io choose between preparing to smrendei 
next day. or endeavouring to get. off with the greatest part of the 
troops mid I determined to attempt flic latter, reflecting that, 
though it should prove unsuccessful in its immediate object, it 
might at least delay the enemy m the prosecution of further entoi- 
pnses Sixteen large boats were prepared, and upon other pretexts 
were ordered to be m leadiness to receive troops precisely at 10 
o’clock. With those I hoped to pass the infantry during the night, 
abandoning our baggage, and Joining a detachment to capitulate 
for the townspeople, and the sick and wounded, on which subject a 
letter was ready to be delivered to General Washington Aftei 
making my arrangements with the utmost secrecy, the light, 
infantry, greatest part of the Gnaids, and part of the 23rd Regi- 
ment. landed at. Gloucestei , but at this cntical moment the 
weather, from being moderate and calm, changed to a most violent 
storm of wand and ram, and drove all the boats, come of which had 
troops on board, down the mer It was soon oMflent that the 
intended passage was impracticable, and the absence of the boats 
rendered it equally impossible to bring back the troops that had 
passed, which I had ordered about two m the morning In this 
situation, with my little force divided, the enem) ’s bnttcncs opened 
at daybreak The passage between this place and Gloucester wxis 
much exposed, but the boats having now letiuned, they weie 
ordered to bring back the troops that lmd passed during the night, 
and they joined us m the forenoon without much loss Om works, 
in the mean time, w ere going to rum, and not having been able to 
strengthen them by an abattis, nor in any other mannei but by a 
slight fraizmg, which the enemy’s artillery were demolishing 
wherever they fired, my opimon entirely coincided with that of the 
engineer and principal officers of the army, that they weie m 
many places assailable in the forenoon, and that by the continuance 
of the same fire for a few hours longer, they would be m such a 
state as to render it desperate, with our numbers, to attempt to 
maintain them. We at that time could not fire a smgle gun , only 
one 8-mcli and little more than 100 Cohom shells remained A 
diversion by the French ships of war that lay at the mouth of 
York Fiver was to be expected Our numbers had been diminished 
by the enemy’s fire, but particularly by sickness, and the strength 
and spirits of those in the works were much exhausted, by the 
fatigue of constant watching and unremitting duty Under all 
these circumstances, I thought it would have been wanton and 
inhuman to the last degree to sacrifice the lives of this small body 
VOL I K 
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of gallant soldiers, who had ever behaved with so much fidelity 
and courage, by exposing them to an assault which, from the mim 
bora nnH precautions of the enemy could not fail to succeed, I 
therefore proposed to capitulate , and I have the honour to enclose 
to your Excellency the copy of the correspondence between General 
Washington and me on that subject, and the terms of capitulation 
agreed upon. I sincerely lament that better could not be obtained, 
but I have neglected nothing m my power to alleviate the nngfox 
tune and distress of both officers and soldiers. The men are well 
clothed and provided with necessaries, and I trust will be regularly 
supplied by die means of the officers that are permitted to re m a in 
with them. The treatment, m general, that we have received 
from the enemy eanoe our surrender has been perfectly good and 
proper but the kindness and attention that has been shown to ns 
by the French officers in particular — their delicate sensibility of 
our situation — their generous and pressing offer of money both 
pnblio and private, to any amount — has really gone beyond what I 
con possibly describe, and will, I hope make an impre*non on the 
breast of every British officer whenever the fortune of war should 
put any of them into oar power 

Although the event has been so unfortunate, the patience of 
the soldiers m bearing the greatest fatigues, and their firmness and 
intrepidity undor a persevering fire of shot and shells that, I behove, 
has not often been exceeded, deserved the highest admiration and 
praiae. A successful defence, however m our situation wm, per 
Imps, impossible, for the place could only be reckoned an intrenched 
camp, subject m most places to enfilade, and the ground m general 
so disadvantageous that nothing but the necessity of fortifying it as 
a post to protect the navy could have induced any peraon to erect 
works upon it. Our force diminished daily by sickness and other 
losses, and was reduced, when we offered to capitulate, on tins side 
to httlo more than 8200 rank and file fit for doty, including officers, 
servants, and artificers and at Gloucester about 600 including 
cavalry The enemy s army consisted of upwards of 8000 French, 
nearly as many continentals, and 6000 militia. They brought an 
immenso tram of heavy artfllory most amply furnished with ammu- 
nition, and porfoctly well manned. 

Tho constant and universal cheerfulness and spent of tbo officers 
m all 1 midships and da ng er deservo my warmest acknowledgments 
and I have been particularly indebted to Bngndier-Genornl O’Hara 
and to Uout-Colonol Abercrombie, tho former commanding on tho 
right and tho latter on tho left, for their attention and exertion on 
every occasion. The detachment of tho 23rd Regiment and of 
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marines m tlie redoubt on the right, commanded by Captam 
Apthoipe, and the subsequent detachments, commanded by Lieut - 
Colonel J ohnson, desei ve particular commendation Captam Boch- 
fort, who commanded the artillery, and, mdeed, eveiy officer and 
soldier of that distinguished corps, and Lieutenant Sutherland, the 
commanding engineer, have merited m eveiy lespect my highest 
approbation , and I cannot sufficiently acknowledge my obligations 
to Captam Symonds, who commanded Has Majesty’s ships, and to 
the other officeis and seamen of the navy for their active and 
zealous co-operation. 

I transmit letums of our killed and wounded. The loss of sea- 
men and townspeople was likewise considerable 

I trust that your Excellency will please to hasten the return of 
the * Bonetta ’ after landing her passengers, m compliance with the 
article of capitulation 

Lieut- Colonel Abercrombie will have the honour to dekvei this 
despatch, and is well qualified to explam to youi Excellency every 
particular relating to our past and present situation. 

I have the honour to be, &c , 

Cornwallis 

Governor Nelson to Earl Cornwallis 


My Lord, Oct. 21, i? 8 i 

I have received your verbal message respecting two citizens 
of this state, the Eev Mr. William Andrews and the Eev Sir 
Hanison, who jomed the British army after its arrival here, and 
who are now delivered up mto the hands of the civil power The 
laws of this country have fixed the mode of proceeding against 
persons guilty of such conduct, and we are ignorant of any powei 
which has a right to supersede their force By these laws, enacted 
by their own representatives, they shall be fairly and impartially 
tried, and they must abide their sentence 

I aminfoimed that Lieut -Colonel Simcoe has refused to deliver 
up a certain Christopher Bobmson, who now bears a commission m 
his corps, but who deserted from the actual service of the state 
The articles of capitulation cannot justify this detention, and I 
shall by no means acquiesce m it It is my wish to treat those 
men whom the fortune of wai has put mto our power with that 
civility which then situation claims, and it would give me pam to 
be constrained m any mstance to act m a different manner Tour 
Lordship, m the case undei consideiation, has, I imagine, the power 

k 2 
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of preventing it, and I flatter myself you Trill at once see the pro- 
pnoty of exermsmg tins power 

I hare the honour to be, dro, 

Tnoe. Nelson Junior. 

Tub Vrcoim de Naums to Earl Coriwallis. 

An Crap k Ycrk la 37 Oct. 

Lo Yicomte de Noafflee 1 a Fhonneur denroyer a Milord 
Cornwallis lo second volume da dernier ouvrage de JL Cmbert. 1 
Oe livre traite dee grandee partiea de la guerre, et Milord a, 
plus quo personae, le droit d’appr&ner eon auteur Le Yicomte de 
hoailles pne My Lord Cornwallis de vouloir bien ne pas le preter 
1 6tnt dans lequel est ce hvre lui prouvera qu fl ne devoit jamais 
gtre confix A qm que ce Bod. Le Yicomte de Noaflles ospere quo 
My Lord voudra bien recevoix aveo bontd 1 assurance de son 
roepectumix attachement- 


TO EaHL CoEJnYAUJS. 


Mrmwn A t**d de rExpAtarat, la 51 Oct. 1781 an rad* da Tort. 

Vons d6urex une garde an bord de rotro parlementaire, 
pour empScher lee Amdncams d oiler y troahler roe operations. Je 

Yieus, d aprfes votre demands, transmise per M. de J d ordonuer 

une garde de 4 homines et un caporal pour sy transmettre et 
prendre la consigne de 1 officer qu il y trouYera de votre part, et 
qm fern counaltre ceui qtn doivent aborder era non. YouiDea bien 
leur Cure donner un emplacement pour so coucher j^ay fart pour 
Yoir h leur noumture. 

J*ai rhonneur do yous lo r4p4ter Milord, je eeruy tonjoars 
empress^ de saisir lea occasions oh jo pourray yous prouver qu on 
ne pout ajoutcr an respect aveo loquel j’ay l’honneur d etre. 

Milord, 

Votre tr$s humble et tria oWisaant semteur 


1 Led* Mult, Yktcnta da Kcwfllem, mq of 
ti* H*reW»] da Uowehr h. April 17 17M, 
Jin. 9 1804 cf wowada -recrirrd few 
dayi Wert tn m adko with an EafUah rfilpt 
». frpt 1» 1773, An* Look* da Xoalllea, 
dw. af Laala r*ul, Dae <TArm, afterwardi 
Doc it Naulkt, nil «i»UT Of V»-IrTTV. 4, k 
f 7*tU. Dtojk 11 da hoaHIea nt an 
■rdtat (uOawrT of lUnheaa, hV wifa was 
*»d kt »n ahlijad to tndjtmla. 


After hk return to Franca ha wcat, It 1803, 
to fc. Dominfo. 

Jaeqoea Anlotna IHppafita. Co«rta da 
Oalhcrt, UartLhaLda-Camp i L ho 15, 
1743 <L U«y fl, 1790 , in. da Cotrr 

Callra. ReaJdaa Ua military wort*, aa which 
ht» rrpcUtloo U fotmded, ha m tha Mthoe 
af tararal plaja. 

Tha aunt In each piaca U IlWjlWa. 
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Earl Cornwallis to General Washington. 

Sir, York, Oct 27, 1781 

Jinny of our officers having lepeated then repiescntations 
to me that they apprehend that they lose the benefit of the 
capitulation on that head by signing their paroles m the form pro- 
posed by yom commissary of prisoners, I am under the necessity 
of requesting that you will be pleased to reconsider that subject 
I think it will appeal to yoiu Excellency that if they are to be 
subject to be recalled without substantial and previously specified 
reasons, their situation will be no better than that of officers on 
parole by indulgence from captors to whom they had' surrendered 
without making any terms I take the liberty of enclosing a form 
of parole which w r e mtended to offer, and which I thought w’ould 
have satisfied you as bemg conformable to the capitulation But 
I am by no means tenacious of this form, and shall be contented 
if you will be pleased to order to be specified m the paroles the 
reasons consistent with the capitulation that will subject officers 
to recall, that their situation may be more precisely defined 

I have the honour, &c , 

Cornwallis 

General Washington to Earl Cornwallis 
My Lord, Camp near York, Oct 27, 1781 

In answer to your Lordship’s letter of this date, I can only 
express my surprise that any of your officers object to a clause 
which is essential to every parole, and repeat that, however in- 
clined I am to comply with your Lordship’s wishes, I find myself 
m the impossibility of doing so on the present occasion. 

I request therefore that your Lordship will be pleased to com- 
municate my final determination to the gentlemen who have made 
difficulties on the subject, and exhort them to sign the form of 
parole which has already been adopted, if they are desirous of 
gomg to New York and Europe 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Geo. Washington 
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Lieut -Oolovel Lauebtb 1 to Eabl Oobhwaujs. 

Hy Loud, Camp bribe* York, Ncrr 5, 178L 

I accompanied General Washington on his Tint of leave, in 
order to have a more particular conversation on the subject which 
your Lordship did me the honour to propose by Major Boss. That 
gentleman will have explained the public reasons that oppose my 
wishes. I am nevertheless inclined to believe that Congress will 
consent to the exchange which we have m view If your Lordship 
therefore agrees to take measures on your part, I will endeavour 
to have an official letter sent mto New York previous to your 
departure for Europe. 

I entreat your Lordship to accept my best wishes, and the 
sentiments of respect with which I have the honour to be 

Your Lordship s most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Lauhettb. 


Eabl Ooktwallb to Lieut -Colo vxl Laubjeot. 

SlK, W York, Nrr 25,1781 

I am very sorry that I had left York before General Wash 
ington and yourself did me the honour to call at my quartern. 
I this day received by Lieut-Oolonel Dundas* your letter If 
you will procure an official letter to be sent to me saying that I 
am at liberty as soon as Mr Laurens 1 is released in exchange for 
me, I will, on my amral in England, take every measure m my 
power to forward that business. 

I bog you will accept my acknowledgments for your civility 
and attention to mo and the other British officers, nnd believe mo 
to bo with great esteem. Sir 

Your most obedient and moat humble servant, 

COHNWALLIfl. 


1 LWut.-GJ'acl Johm Lanim*, tn of 
tkarr Latuca*, tia FrmUmt •/ Coarm; 
k 1753, kffW In action m r Coenbabe* Klrrr 
SnU Carotin*, Attj 27 1782 | a. tn Lcafco 
abool 17~5 

* Lieut^Calooal aferrad* Hj^cr-Q»o*ral 
Thocm Ehmda, of Flap—k k 1750, <L 
Jra 3, 1104 j B. Jo. » 1784 Eloaor 
dw. of AWnaAn Fth Earl of Hoc*. U.P 
fee OAwt fnm Doc. 1770 to July IT80, 
fct»l frost >Iiy 1784 to Jim 1700 

Heary Uuw«, IWllenl of I'o^th 
<V-^**1 1 from family #f French rtfu- 


m«I b. 1725, d. Fife. 17 1763r m. 

Wof eu P p«i t t>, of rwucWpbi*, 

enH*Dr«l nktloo of William fjfclpptn, t-ha 
w^D-known JacoWt* M.F Ur Iaurtnj in 

curp*«rM on beard tha llen-nry packet, Bopt, 
10 1780 »hU* on hi* wap to Enrop* ta 
»*t*0«f* a treaty with Jlolbod, and « 
canal tted to tba Towar on a chare* ttfb 
treason, Oct. 8. It was tlnpilix cricddcw* 
that b* vm t*cbaV*Ily tn th* etwtodr af 
Lord ConnralUa, wha «aa then toa*UhW af 
the Tower 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Comte de Rochambeau 1 * * * 

Monsieur, New York , i e 25 Nov n si 

Aprts 11 el trajet trts ctesagr^able, je suis amv4 ici le 19 de 
ce mois 

L’Amnal Digby a eu la bonte de promettre de fane partir le 
‘Bonetta,’ sans perte de temps, et d’envoyera son bord tous les 
Frangais qui sont k present prisonmers ici Un nombre suffisant 
de prisonmers Amencams seront envoyes pour le naviguer, et seront 
cbaigds de vous lmer les autres parlementarres le plutot qu’il 
seia possible et si ce nombre n’egale pas le nombre des notres qui 
amvent dans ces parlementaires, 1’Amrral se tiendra responsable 
de vous rendre compte du reste, a votre satisfaction Le parle- 
mentarre nomm6 * le Coclnan 5 fera voile sons peu de jours , celui 
nomme ‘1’ Andrew’ n’arnva que bier, mais, ayant fait eau dangereuse- 
ment dans deux places, ne peut pas sortii avant d'etre repare, et 
nous n’avons pas encore regu des nouvelles de celm nomme c le Lord 
Mulgrave ' 

Le Capitame Dundas se charge de quelques From ages et de 
Porter Anglais, que je vous pne de me faire 1’boimeur d’agrder 

C’est avec les sentimens de la plus vive reconnaissance, qui ne 
seiont jamais effaces, que je presente a votie Excellence mes trts 
bumbles remercimens pom toutes vos bontes et pobtesses , il me 
fera le plaisir le plus sensible de saisn toutes les occasions qm 
pourront se presenter de montrer la consideration et l’estime la 
plus parfaite avec lequel, &c , Cornwallis 


Note — Sir Nathaniel Wraxall, m his * Memoirs,’ gives a very graphic account 
of his dining with Lord George Germain, on Sunday, November 25, where he says 
he heard the account of the surrender of York town He states that despatches 
from Sir Henry Clinton reached London at noon that day, and were immediately 
forwaided by Lord Geoige Germain to the King that during dinner the King’s 
reply arrived, and Lord George then gave the despatch to Wraxall to read out, 
saying, “ The army has surrendered, and you may peruse the particulars of the 
capitulation in that paper ” The despatch (No 145, dated “ London, off Cbesa- 
peak, Oct 29, 1781”) did not reach London till midnight (it is so marked on the 
back of the letter), and is to the following effect — That he, Sir Henry Clinton, 
sailed from Sandy Hook Oct 19, arrived off Cape Clear October 24, where he 
heard from some persons who had escaped from Yorktown that on the 17th Lord 
Cornwallis had proposed to capitulate, and that as no firing had been subse- 


1 Jean Baptiste Donation de Vimeur, nearly the age of 3 00 Enrl\ in the Revo- 

Comto de Rochambeau, Commander-m-Clncf lution he joined the Liberal partv, but during 

of the French army, b July 1, 1725, d the Reign of Terror he va-s condemned to 

May 10, 1807, m 1749, Mad 11 ' Tellcs death, and was only sa\ed b\ the fall of 

d’Acostrt, who sunned him, nnd attained Robcspiene 
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qnmtly beards he feared the rumour must he true. To this letter Lord George 
Germain repiled a* folkrwi * — * 

StrwO, Dux a, ltlL 

The mortifying InUlligence contained In jour No. 14fi effectually damped 
erery hope I had entertained of Lord OarnwaUii** preserratian, and of a mcoreafnl 
and brilliant oorxJurion of the campaign. I wait with Impatience for year next 
dBajmtchea, ai wa hare at preaent no particnlaii of the nnfortonate erent bnt thoae 
the French hare pnblUbed. A* aoon oa they arriro I aball rtoen# hi* 
commarWU upon the future mennrt* to bn jauautd. j ^ 

Gao. Gr&MAJi. 

It la therefore qmte dear that Wraiall ■ statement la Incorrect. Probably 
Hume oonveraatLoo took place at dinner with reference to a Supplement to the 
French Gazette," published In France and dated Not 20 ThJ* did reach Lord 
George In the course of Sunday the -25th, and oantaloed Subatance of a Journal 
of tho operations of the French ccrpi under the command of the Comte de 
Rochambean." 

Lord Cornwallis arrived at New York November 19 and a 
controversy immediately aroee between lnm and Bit Henry Clinton. 
Three questions came under discosuOn 1st The policy of tho 
march into Virginia 2nd. Whether bir Henry had not ordered 
Lord Cornwallis to fortify some poet on the Ohesapeak, leaving lnm 
little or no discretion except oa to the selection of the place 3rd. 
Whether the promises of relief held out justified Lord Cornwallis 
m standing a siege. The printed despatches explain Lord Corn- 
wallis s reasons for considenng the invasion of Virginia, tho only 
coarse which could be productive of advantage. He was obliged 
to act constantly on his own judgment, as commum cations with the 
North were extremely precarious and when he did receive instruc- 
tions from Sir Henry they were often not very clear and sometimes 
very contradictory 

It is not easy to understand what objections Bn- Henry Clmton 
entertained to the march, except his desire to recnll a large portion 
of the southern army to tho North. Yet at the very time he was 
making requisitions upon Lord Cornwallis for this purpose, and 
condemning the plans he was pursuing he detached General 
Arnold, and aftorwardj General Plullips, to Virginia, to endeavour 
to cnpplo tho enemy by rendering their possession of the province 
useless, and to harass them with u desultory incumons" — always a 
favounto idea of Bit Henry a 

!\ itli reference to the occupation of some post on tho Chesn 
peak, nothing can bo more dectsivo than tho despatches of tho 
Commandor-m-Cluef who wroto on the 8th of July and again on 
the Utli, to order that somo position should be selected which 
would afford protection to ships of the lino In the latter despatch 
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Lord Cornwallis is directed “ without loss of time to exa min e Old 
Pomt Comfort, and fortify it But if it should be your Lordship’s 
opmion that Old Pomt Comfort cannot be held without having pos- 
session of York, for in this case Gloucester may peihaps be not so 
material, and, that the whole cannot be done with less than 7000 
men, you are at full liberty to detain all the troops in the Chesa- 
peak, which I believe will amount to somewhat more than that 
number, which very liberal concession will, I am persuaded, con- 
vince your Lordship of the high estimation m which I hold a naval 
station in the Chesapeak. . . Until the season for recom- 

mencing operations in the Chesapeak shall return, your Lordship, 
or whoever remains m the command there, must, I fear, be content 
with a strict defensive, and I must desire that you will be pleased 
to consider this as a positive requisition to you, not to detam a 
gi eater proportion of the troops now with you than what may be 
absolutely necessary for defensive operations, &c , as before men- 
tioned. When, therefore, your Lordship has finally determined 
upon the force you think sufhcient for such works as you shall 
erect at Old Pomt Comfort, and the number you judge requisite 
to cover them at Yoiktown, you will be pleased to send me the 
remainder.” 

This letter was considered by Lord Cornwallis as rendering the 
selection of some post on the Chesapeak imperative , and it must 
be remarked that when he wrote it, Sir Henry knew that the troops 
destined to take part in the expedition against Philadelphia had 
actually embarked He must also have been aware that affcei the 
detachments he required had sailed for the North, there would, 
even on his own calculations (and he always persisted m overrating 
the strength of the southern army), remain but a small foice avail- 
able for operations m the field, allowing none for garrisons The 
number would m fact have fallen short of 4000 men 

Nothing therefore, but some well fortified post, could shelter 
this weak coips and protect the navy. Lord Cornwallis conceiving 
that no choice was left to him on this pomt, took possession of York- 
town and Gloucester, as they were unanimously pronounced by the 
Engineers and the officers of the Navy who were consulted, to be 
the least objectionable places that could be selected, though even 
they were far from bemg leally eligible. 

With reference to the relief of Yorktown, there can be no 
doubt that Sir Henry fully intended to perform what he had pro- 
mised, and to whom the blame of the delay should be attributed, it 
is not easy to say On the 25th of September Loid Cornwallis was 
assured that the fleet would sail on the 5th of October, or possibly a 
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day or two later and the intelligence he received by Major Coch 
nine on the 10th of October gave him every reason to expect relief 
from day to day but the fleet did not in feet qmt New York till 
the 10th (the very day of the capitulation) nor arrive off the month 
of the Oheeapeak till the 24th. 

Sir Henry Clinton, thinking that some passages m the letter 
giving an account of the capitulation conveyed the idea that Lord 
Cornwallis had, contrary to hia own opinion, fortified the posts of 
York and Gloucester solely m pursuance of orders from Hew Yark- 
and also that he hod, before September 24 received promises of 
relief — wrote on the 30th of November to Lord Cornwallis, 
requesting “ a more formal avowal of his sentiments” upon points 
reflecting eo severely upon 8rr Henry fl own conduct. 1 In his 
answer to this letter lord Cornwallis repeats, that m taking pos- 
session of York and Gloucester he “thought he acted in strict 
obedience to orders and that although no particular engage- 
ment for tho navy had boon made before September 24 all Sir 
Henry s letters held oat uniformly such hopes af relief that he did 
not thin k it would have been justifiable m him to abandon theee 
posts with h» numerous awk, artillery stores, and shipping, or to 
risk on action which in all probability would, in its consequences, 
have precipitated the loss of them.” 

Various commumcfltioni passed on this subject at New York, 
followed m England by a war of pamphlets, to which succeeded 
Parliamentary discusmons but nothing was elicited that could 
throw any fresh light upon the controversy 

Lord Cornwallis sailed from New York m December in the 
Itobuste but after a few days, the vessel proving not seaworthy 
was obliged to return to port, and ho then embarked on board a 
monlmntman, and reached England early m January 1782 

The surrender of Lord Cornwallis practically put an nnfi to tho 
American war for though both parties continued m arms for 
nearly a year and a half longer no serious encounter took place 
between them. Indeed, after the resignation of Lord North, March 
20 1 / 82,* the speedy termination of hostilities was co nsider ed so 


1 Lord Omnim cod Sir H. CUnto* had 
•cteJ' wdiiJly toprtbrr for nm tin*. 
W«lpok fa hi, Jocnal* itjts* tlat Crloorl 
Co* war Aidr-di-trap (o Sir IL diutoo 
wrtrrJ In Eag faid K*r 3 tot «clr 
bnxjflit bvl *ceo**t of tkl»~* In rrooil. 
*1-1, th*t tborajk n 11 Claiod vu 
k> rrlWrt Lord Cor*r*in*, Urt «n 
*■ ttifb m tom*, tiit «lr a CTtta* Ud 
" wl Um tlat M Ml *, tb* a»rufrn 
rTrr b* abo«U LrnI Ccro- 


w*Hk. 

* Oroml Ctn»*y' motion tor tb« mlir»- 
tk* rf p*ca n wjr»Urtd, F*b. 32, by 3 0+ 
t» 193 bnt rimlLir propo*ltkn tm ctittW 
VeK 37. by 334 ( 315. A rot* of t <nw » 
by Lard Job* C*Tr*dkh, llmdt Sr 
w** rrjrctrd by 32S to* 210 rte «wthrr 
llrrcb ID by bl John Root, mrt tbr *n>r 
<jU by 335 to 337 Bat whro Lord Banff 
rror* l It m th* '•Oth, Lord North ttopprd 
th* drb« tr W wniWDdnf blr r*ljn«tloo 



1731 


139 


AMERICA 


certain, that a land of tacit armistice took place, larely inter- 
rupted, and then only by unimportant slormishes Rodney’s 1 
victory of the 12th of April only accelerated peace, as by saving 
the West Indian Islands from captrne, it put an end to the hopes 
the French had fondly entertained, of peimanent advantage in 
that quarter Cougiess also became alarmed as to their future 
piospects, if the vrai weie to continue, now that England had 
recovered the command at sea Had the battle occmied eailiei, 
many of the misfortunes which befel the British arms might have 
been avoided The capitulation of Yoiktown, foi instance, would 
never have taken place, had the English fleet not been so mfenoi 
to the French 

Sir Henry Clinton did not continue m command long, aftei the 
surrender of Yorktown On the 8th of May, he was succeeded by 
Sir (x Carleton, who remained m tianquil possession of New Yoik, 
Charlestown, and some ofhei posts, till the final evacuation of the 
country in 17S3 

It does not fall within the scope of this work to take any gene- 
lal retrospect of the war, oi to discuss the numeious enors com- 
mitted both m America and at home, especially as Lord Cornwallis 
held an mdependent command only during the years 1780 and 
1781 Enough has already been stated, to show the want of 
energy and enterprise of most of the Engbsh generals Many 
opportunities undoubtedly occurred, particularly m the earliei years 
of the war, when most effective blows might have been struck , and 
though the Government at home ought to have sent largei rein- 
forcements, sufficient use was not made of the forces actually m 
America. 

Although the Loyalists formed m many piovmces a respectable 
minority, and m some were actually the majority, they never ren- 


1 Sir George Rodney, Bart , afterwards 
K B , Admiral of the White and Vice-Admiral 
of England, eieated Lord Rodney June 19, 
1782, b Feb 13, 1718, d May 21, 1792, 
m 1st, Feb 2, 1753, Jane, dan of Charles 
Compton, Esq , and sister of Charles 7th, 
and Spencei 8th, Earls of Northampton , 
2nd, 1764, Henrietta, dan of John Ches, 
Esq of Lisbon M P for Saltash, May, 
1751, to Nov 1754, between Nov 1759 
and June, 1782, for Okehampton, Penryn, 
Northampton, and Westminster The con- 
test for Northampton, 1768, deserves notice 
Lord Northampton and Lord Halifax coalesced 
to bnng m Sir George Rodney and Sir George 
Osborn, while Lord Spencer supported Mr 
Howe The canvass continued more than 
tlncc years, and the election cost the three 
pai ties considerably more than 320,000/ I 


Lord Northampton’s share exceeding 140,000/ 1 
and Mr Howe was seated on petition 

Few actions have ever given rise to moie 
controversy than Rodney’s The victory was 
won by his breaking the line, but to whom 
the idea of that manoeuvre is due has been 
much disputed In the ‘ Quarterly Review,’ 
vol 42, this question is discussed at leDgth 
Lord Rodney’s conduct after the battle has 
also been severely blamed Admiral Corn- 
wallis, who there commanded the ‘Canada’ 
with great distinction, always said that Lord 
Rodney, instead of being rewarded, ought to 
have been tried by a court-martial, for if Sir 
Samuel Hood had been allowed to pursue 
with his squadron, which had been but little 
engaged, he, Admnal Cornwallis, was con- 
vinced thnt the greater part 'of the French 
fleet v ould hai e been captured 
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dared inch eemcea to the Crown as, from their numbers, might 
reasonably hare been expected. They were in feet cowed by the 
violence and cruelty of the opposite party and as it was impossible 
from want of troops to send detachments of sufficient strength 
to protect each body which chose to rise in arms, it repeatedly 
occurred, either that they allowed themselves to be plundered and 
maltreated without a struggle, or that, if they did attempt to resist, 
they were defeated and often murdered in cold blood. Such were 
among the many disadvantages which attended the progress of the 
3 loyal arms. The war lasted, reckoning from the first ski rmish at 
Concord, nearly nine yearn. That there were occasions when it 
might have been brought to a successful termination, m&y he con- 
sidered more than probable but it is equally probable that in such 
a case the struggle would before long hare been renewed for no 
one can imagine that the mighty nation which now posseeses so 
large a portion of North America, would hare permanently sub- 
mitted to be subject to Great Britain. 
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CHAPTER V. 


lJefus.il of the Americans to exchange Lord Cornwallis — His offer to resign the 
Constablolup of the Tower — Case of Captain Asgill — Pamphlet contro- 
\ci>} with Sir II Clinton — Modification of Lord Cornwallis's political 
mows — His opinions on the India question — Prospects of an Indian 
appointment — Defeat of the Whig ministry — Lord Cornwallis resigns tho 
Tow er 

The question of lus exchange occupied the attention of Lord Corn- 
wallis during the whole of tho year 17S2 Tho communications 
already mentioned os having passed between him and Colonel 
Laurens, led him to anticipate an early release from his parole. 
But for some unassigned reason, the American Commissioners 
refused to allow r any exchange for Lord Co raw allis , and Sir H. 
Clinton, February 11, informed Geneial Washington that he had 
m consequence given ordeis “to reserve his lordship’s value fiom 
the highest m rank of the American officers unexchanged, and 
that thereupon the American Commissioner had refused to pro- 
ceed further in the exchange ” Washington repbed that his 
Commissioners would attend on the 15th of March at Elizabeth- 
town, “fully authorised to treat of the exchange of Loid Cornwallis 
and the Honourable Mr. Lauiens,” but he adds, “I apprehend 
Lord Cornwallis misunderstood Colonel Laurens m the conversa- 
tion they had upon that matter m Virginia I could never have 
given an assurance that his Lordship should be exchanged for Mi 
Laurens, the father of the Colonel, as I had no authority to make 
any such stipulation.” The proposed meeting was, however, post- 
poned, and nothing was definitely settled m legard to Lord 
Cornwallis, Early m May Mr Laurens was released without any 
formal conditions, but with a distinct understanding that the 
desired exchange would be at once effected His own feelings on 
this subject are expressed in a letter written from Ostend, May 
17, to Dr Franklin at Pans “I wish it (Franklin’s answer) 
may prove satisfactory to his Lordship, by enabling me, with your 
consent and concurrence, to cancel a debt which does not sit easy 
upon me, and which cannot with honour to our country remain 
unpaid I think we shall not — it is impossible we should — incur 
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displeasure by doing in act of common justice and our authority 
may be fairly imp lied.” Franklin evaded any distinct reply, and 
m consequence Major Boss was sent to Pans on a kind of semi 
official mission, to settle the exchange. The discussions which 
took place there, must have been either private or verbal, as, 
notwithstanding a most careful search no traces of them can be 
found in the archives of any of the public offices in 1 ranee. 
Through Mr Oswald 1 Major Eoss communicated, about June 5 
with Dr Franklin, who acted in the same dilatory and unsatis- 
factory manner os he had done before. In spite of the represents 
tions of Mr T A n re ns, and the strong opinion of M de la Fayette, 
who urged the propriety of an immediate release he would sign no 
paper which did not leave Lord CcrmwnlliB s fate to the ultimate 
decision of Congress. Major Eoe refusod at first to accept such an 
ungracious offer but the next day was persuaded by Mr Oswald to 
alter his determination. 

A letter dated August 4, from Lord Cornwa lli s to Sir Guy 
Oarleton m America, explains how the matter then stood. Fresh 
difficulties and delays arose and Franklin, although assured by 
M. de In Fayette that the request was perfectly fair and always 
granted, refused to release the three aides-de-camp of Lord Com 
walla — Lard Ohewtcn,* Major Eoss, and Lieutenant Haldane. 
Congress, availing themselves, as Franklin probably expected, of 
his reservation, and ignoring the release of Laurens, of which 
they mutt have previously heard, actually (by a letter dated 
July 80, from General Washington) ordered Lord Cornwallis to 
return to America according to his parole. Such a proceeding 
was too unjustifiable to be persevered m, and the demand was 
not enforced. The negotiations, however dragged on m the most 
unsatisfactory manner to tho end of the year and probably were 
only brought to a close by the signing of prehmmanes of Peace 
January 20 1783 when ell prisoners were released on both odes. 
It w certain at least, that early m that month Lord Cornwallis 
still considered himself a prisoner on parole, as it will bo seen that 
ho wished Major Eoss to proceed to Pans a second time with 
reference to this question. It is difficult to understand the reason 

Ocbanl Orv*U •( A*cb«oer*fn h. * Ororj*, Lori CWrtow, aflfmjd* (Srr 

I 05, d. K*t ft 17ftV I lUrr din. f ft, 17S4) 4th Esrl of WalijraTf * 

lUmDT E*! j it* k «Woii*d br Harfrt Qwnl, md Col«*l «3cd Rect - 1 k Nrr 

It »d mcrtbut U KM 31 <L Oct. 17 1789 1 m. 5.1782, 

*-*l WI bent Wl for L«nrrei Lo thr Efahrth Lam, dm rl J tme* lid Lri W~ 
**»**}■ of SO^OOd Th« (»» *fcrTt»rta of Waldernrt 1 W-CWWWd t* th« Kin* 
L»rd SWUirrn ■»! 51 F»i, «Topl*jTd from U j 1781, UU, ec tb* d*«th of ht» 
rWJ^teitkrW— Lord SWfcom Cither U him *> lfMtrr of 

II Orwill i ud Mr Fn W Tbocau U«m to th* Qoom. VJ' fox Hmitk* 

Grr *' ri ' W mier Llo* fmn Nor 1774 t J lj 17SO. 
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of all tin' 1 -'* and delay*, The war wn*- pracfic.illv nl an 

end and iS wu**wtll himwn that <<wn if lie had h-aai at liliri tv f 3 /ord 
Cornwalli** h id no intention of returning to Vmeinn "Whether 
the Amonnii' were actuated h\ petty spite. m a «I(“*no to reiengo 
theimehes upon the mo-d actac "i neml who had been opposed to 
thorn, or whether they were M\n\ed h\ **01110 unknown political 
reason** it L of conr-e impossible to sn 

I'ondui" these negotiations l.ord Cornwalli*. 0 It \er\ great 
diOuultv m aota ptnur tho ofiiro of Gim liioi-Gonoml of India, 
tomkaed to him 1 »\ Jaml Shelburne lie was <*\cn reluctant, 
while on j vi role to appeal in tin* House of Lord*? and it was not 
till dune 21 , some time after the release of Laurens that lie took 
his seat. 


n \i't. On n w mi is ro ini Kino. 

[Item 1 1'nfi in Inn} Onunlle'.? vntuj<r3 

SlR, I n'litoli, March K', 17.SC 

As I have the presumption to bohoie that y our Majesty has 
confidence m my professions of mer-non to faction, and of unalter- 
able attachment to your person, and zeal for jour semee, I 
\cntuie without apprehending anv unfaiourablo construction, to 
lequcst that your Majesty wall dispose of the oflice of Constable of 
the Tower , 1 either now 01 on any future occasion, if it can conti i- 
butc to the comenience of jour nirnngeinents 

My unw caned endeaumrs to sene join Majesty’ and my 
count ry, may pei haps induce youi Majesty, with your usual loud- 
ness to me, to consider fn\ourably my pretensions in the line of my 
profession, when a proper opportunity ofteis, winch I should prefer, 
ns depending more immediately on youi Majesty, to holding an 
office winch is geneially looked upon as a ciul employment 

I am, with the utmost respect, Arc , 

Cornwallis 


The King to Earl Cornwallis 

[Holograph ] 

Queen’s House, JInrch 28, 1782 

My Lord, The whole tenor of your conduct has so manifestly 
shown, that Attachment to My Person, to Your Country, and to 
the Military Profession aie the motives of Your Actions, that I am 
certain no fiesli pioof is necessary to tlic World for justice to he 


1 Lord Cornwallis hnd been Constable of the Tower since Dec. 8, 1770 
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done You on that head. I therefore must deerire Yon not, from a 
false delicacy to think of resigning the Office of Constable of the 
Terror of London. 

Had not a multiplicity of busmeee prevented Me, Your hand 
some offer should not have re m a in ed so many days unnoticed. 

George R 

Earl ComrwAmg to thu Earl or SHmmairE, 

Mt DEAR Lord Fridej Uocntog, 1I»J 81 1788. 

Ro« u just going, I am not sure whether any passport is 
necessary If yon know the direction to laurena or Oswald, it 
may save him from making inquiries whioh may excite curiosity 
Excoso my giving yon this trouble. 

Youre most faithfully 

COBHWAUJB. 

The following letter refers to the case of Captain AsgflV which 
made a deep impression at the time. A man of the name of 
Huddy commanding an irregular corps of Rebels, called Regu- 
lators, had been guilty of many atrocious murders. In one instance 
he had put to death, under orcnmetancee of peculiar barbarity a 
man of the name of White, belonging to a Loyalist corps. Huddy 
was subsequently mado prisoner and brought to New York, where 
a Board sat (of which William Franklm * was the President) under 
whom the Loyalist corps acted. By order of this Board, Huddy 
was taken to the beach, and, without any formal trial, hanged 
within sight of the Amen can camp, April 15 1782. A Captain 
Lippencot happened to have the immediate direction of the exe- 
cution, and Washington therefore insisted that he should be given 
up. The demaud was, of course, refused, but he was assured that 
Lippencot should be tried by a court-martial. This was done, but 
ho was acquitted on tho ground that he acted under the orders of 
a duly authorised body Washington determined to avenge Huddy 
by making all the captains who had been captured at Yarktown 
draw lota to decide which should suffer death. The lot fell on 
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Captain Asgill, who was put. under close airest May 18 The 
English Government, having i amly protested against an act of such 
gross injustice and mlmmanitv, signified then intention of making 
reprisals, by executing a laige number of Amencan pnsoneis 
Eoitunately the Comte de Yeigennes 1 \\ as able to interpose, Lady 
Asgill 2 having wntten to him foi his good offices, and he prevailed 
upon Washington to abandon his intention Tins was the most 
unjustifiable act committed by Washington, with the exception of 
Major Andre s execution 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Ross 

DEAR Koss, Cnlford, Wednesday, July, 1782 

i 

1 have had a most affecting lettei from Lady Asgill I 
wish you would be land enough to go to hei I have endeavoiued 
to explain to her how impossible it is for me to be of any use, yet 
perhaps she is not satisfied I am m gieat haste 

Yours, &c , 

Cornwallis 

I think Eobeitson’s lettei mentions that the court-maitial is 
a gam gomg on, which cncumstance must afford her some con- 
solation 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon Thomas Townshend 

Dear Tho mas , Lambeth, Aug 1, 1782 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will be land enough 
to forward the enclosed lettei to the Baron de Yiomeml 3 at Paris 

You mentioned to me on Tuesday HaiTy’s 4 coming home I 
have smee heard that he had Ins old complamt on his breast last 
spring I should, therefore, m the piesent posture of affams, be 
clearly of opinion for his coming home imm ediately 

Youis ever, &c, 

Cornwallis. 

1 Charles Graner, Comte de Vergennes, b de Vergennes will be found m the Annual 
Dec 28, 1717, d Feb 12, 1787 , m 1768, Register for 1782 

the widow of a surgeon at Pera, named 3 Charles Joseph Hyacinthe de Hou\, 
Testa He was employed for 24 years m di- Marquis de Viomeml, made Marefhal de 
plomatic missions In July, 1774, he was France July 2, 1816, b Aug 22, 1 734, d 
made Minister of Foreign Affairs, and m 1783 March 5, 1827, m April 28,1772, Anne 
President du Conseil des Finances, which Marguerite, dan of Jacques David Seigneur de 
office he retained till his death Vaugien et Courcelles He had been second 

2 Theresa, dau of Daniel Pratveil, Esq , m in command m America to the Count de 

Dec 12, 1756, Sir Charles Asgill, Bart , a Rochambeau 
hankei and alderman of London , d June 6, 4 Hon Henry Brodnck 

1816 Her very pathetic letter tq the Comfe 

VOL I 
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Earl ConmTALLiB to Sm Got Cauletox 

Dear See, Any. 4 

Lady Aflgill whose situation, has been very distressing, is 
very anxious to have the enclosed letter transmitted to General 
"Washington. I think I convinced her that it was impossible that 
the letter could amve in America tune enough to be of any use , 
but yet she was un willing to give up sending it. I have therefore 
taken the liberty of enclosing it to your Excellency that you may 
determine whether rt ought to he sent to General Washington, i£ 
contrary to all probability, you should receive it before that unfor 
tunate transaction is finally settled. 

I mentioned m a former letter how my exchange was urcnm 
stanced but leat that packet should hove miscarried, I will ogam 
trouble yon with a repetition of it. 

Mr Lnurens, on obtaining his liberty engaged to procure me a 
release from my parole and as Dr Franklin had been employed 
by Congre® to offer Lieut -General Bnrgoyno m exchange for lum 
and as that General had already been exchanged in America, he 
requested the Doctor to give me an immediate release, that I might 
not be under the necessity of waiting for an answer from America. 
The Doctor said that he hod no authority from Congress to propose 
any person m exchange for Mr Laurens but General Bnrgoyno 
bat that, as he was of opinion that m justice and equity I ought to 
be released, and that it was far the honour of his country that it 
should bo so he would take it upon himself to do it but he still 
seemed to entertain some doubts whether the Congress would confirm 
it. He likewise concurred with the Marquis de Lafayette m g i v in g 
thon- liberty to my aides-de-camp, Lord Chewton, Major Boss, and 
J-Joutennnt Haldano who are still, however to be exchanged 
when over a cartel shall take place, as a civility of nearly a simil ar 
nature was dono to G on eral Lincoln. 

I sliall tako it os the greatest favour if you will give every 
assistance m yonr power for the final settlement of this business. 
I most heartily beg pardon for giving you so much troublo about 
mv affairs, and can only assure you, that if it ever should ho in my 
power to obey any commands of yours, it will give mo the greatest 
Kitufaction to do it I Lave tlio honour Ac. 

ComnvAu. 18 . 
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Ci sum, Washington ro Sin Gui C\ii,nos 

SlK. Hnil-fjtntl* r;, I nl \ ”0, 1782 

In pursuance of Act of C« uuric"-. “diicefing mo to lemnnd 
nnmcilmtoh Lieut. -General Ear] Coiiiunlli" to (lie United States 
unions the Jlonomaldo Homy Laurens Emj. be forthwith 1 cleaned 
from lii" cajdmtv, and furniAied with passpmh to any pai ( of 
Europe or America at hi" option, 01 bo admitted to a genoial 
parole," J Juno to roquet Nour Excellency that oidoisfoi 1 Ins pm- 
po=c nun bo communicated to Lieut -Gcneial Hail Cornwallis by 
the firs! comoNnneo. infonning him tlint as tins oi del is sfiicfly 
conformable to the tenor of lus parole T lnnc the fulled, expecta- 
tion of his immediate return to the United States, unless the con- 
ditions mentioned in the Act of Congress me complied with 

I haie the honoui <xe, 

Gno WASHINGTON 

Earl Cornwai lis to j\1 \jor Ross 

My DEAR Eoss, Bionic, Sept 25, 1782 

The paiagraph in the Conumssionei s ’ 1 lottei alarmed me 
very much ; but I am much iehe\cd by a note which I lecened 
tlus afternoon fiom Sir G Carleton, enclosing a copy of a lettei 
fiom Washington, which I transmit to you, and to which that 
paragraph is a bad and injudicious answer The Commissioners 
w r ere only authorised to say, that Mi Lauiens thought that in 
justice I ought to be heed hom my paiole, and that he would 
accept Ins libeity on no other condition. I do not, liowevei, tlunk 
that Washington 01 Congress wall give any deterinmed negative, 
until they heai fiom Lauiens 01 Di Uianklm, and then demand of 
me for Laurens appears to me lather a fortunate cncumstance, 

I am, &c, 

Cornwallis 

Extract of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton and Rear-Admiral 
Digby to General Washington, dated Aug 2, 1782 

With respect to Mi Laurens we are to acquaint you, that 
he has been enlaiged from all engagements, without any condition 
whatever After winch, he declared of his own accord, that he 
considered Lord Cornwallis as freed from Ins parole Upon this 
point we aie to desire your Excellency’s sentiments, or those of 
Congress 

1 The commissioners appointed to settle the exchanges of prisoners 

L 2 
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Sm Gut Cabletccs to Eabl Cobhwaulis. 

My Lord, York, Oct. 27 1782 . 

I have received your Lordship s letters, dated 4th and 6th. 
of August. Captain Asgfll, I am to acquaint your Lordship, I have 
considered for a long tome past as out of any danger 

What more immediately concerns your Lordship has already 
engaged my very earnest attention. I 'wrote to your Lordship by 
the poeback packet, a duplicate of which haB been transmitted by 
the Southampton frigate, m which I enclosed the extract of a letter 
from Admiral Digby and my»elf to General Washington on the 
subject of yotcr exchange, but to this point of our letter I have not 
received any answer I have since written to Lord Shelburne, 
acq uain ting hrm of the further measures I have taken to obtain a 
declaration of yonr exchange, either from General Washington or 
Congress, with which you have doubtless been made acquainted. A 
duplicate of that letter will be sent to his Lordship by the present 
conveyance. But I am to inform your Lordship that I yet remain 
■without receiving any express declaration of your exchange. Instead 
of that humane attention to the rights of individuals which pro- 
vnils in Europe, they seem to practise m tins country a studied 
rncmhty jam ,Vc. 

GnT.CABLETOir 


BUBSTASCE OF A CoVVEESATKUr THAT PAS3D) MTWEEH GeUERAL KkOX ASD 
Mr. Eluot at T ait as the 26th of September last, 1 782 


Mr Elliot observed to General Knox that Lord Cornwallis was 
so generally esteemed w ithm the British lmes, that his Lordship s 
oxchango was an event in which all ranks were interested Mr 
Elliot also mentioned that lie made no doubt but that General 
Knox know that Bn- Guy Corleton had wrote to General Washington 
on this subject 

General Knox, with his usual and natural frankness, immedi- 
ately told Mr Elliot that he perfectly understood him but at the 
same time assured him, that it was not m Ins power to give him 
nn) information on the subject of Lord Cornwallis s exchange, but 
that ho would givo Mr Elliot his opinion which was, that there 
could be no doubt from his Lordships letter of his exchange 


1 Km b, Jily 13 1730 d. Oct. 

-5, ISOS i Vi ubiajtoo n»U him KerrH^rr 
At W*r *bertlj Lcfb« lh* »u »*d»d. L 
hell ibt o*et far 11 Tf«ru 

A wlrrw EHiot, orerbor ot i,rw 


Tort, wbtrt t* bod bra for ma ny y»tn col- 
Iccto of enrtoert*. Though unfrtriaJly rt- 
*pcd«l by both ptrllt*, «lf hi* proptrty »M 
ctmftmtel, cxl t* wm cblircd to coot t 
Ea^tuid 
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but tint he did not behe\e tint even nt tins present time, either 
General Washington or the Congress had reeened any other in- 
formation of Mich exchange haling taken place, but what Sir 
Gm Caileton had transmitted to General Washington, -which was 
1110-t hkeli to be theieason of Sn Guj Carle! oil’s lettei not being 
answ ered. 


Cum Cornwallis to Major Ko^s. 

Dear Boss, cuifoni, n«. 2.1, 17s > 

I enclose to 3011 undei a thing seal letteis to Latajette mid 
Lumens, which I wish \ou to show to Mr Towiishend if 3*011 np- 
pioie of them The let tci to Latn)ctte 1ms cost mo a great deal 
of trouble, and I am not sine, aftoi all, that it is worth sending, 
it theie are any mistakes 111 the Fiench, prny altei them If 
Franklin and Laurens lane reeened any answei or msti actions 
from Congress, thei will of comse gne a positive answei , but as I 
suspect that no answei has been reeened by them, I fear my 
wretched state of uncertainty must continue. Lauiens so posi- 
tively declaicd to me that he would not considei himself as a free 
man unless I was set at libeil), that 1 think he might be worked 
upon to insist on some strong declaration , but it is so difficult to 
state this 111 a letter without danger of giving offence, that I was 
afraid to express rayself more fully I wish 3*011 would consult Mi 
T. or Lord Shelburne, or both of them, on the propriety of 3 r our 
making another tiip to Pans , * they are both much mteiested 
in tins busmess, the latter veiy much on bis own account. I am 
sure if 3 7 ou thought it could be useful you w'ould not grudge the 
trouble I own I can see no good purpose it can answ’ei except by 
pressing Laurens, who is now acting in a public charactei and 
declarmg Inmself, as Mr T told me, exchanged for me I am 
perfectly clear that he told me that he would not accept of his 
liberty without exchange, and that eithei I should be free, 01 he 
should not be so It is needless to say more to you on the subject 
Tou will have no difficulty m seeing Lord S and Mr. T You 
can state the declarations of Laurens, on which alone I think 
any chance of success from youi going would be founded If you 
wish to hear agam from me, or to see me befoie you projiosed 
going, there would still be time enough befoie the meeting of Par- 
liament But I think you can judge as well as myself, unless you 
have objections which I have not thought of I -understand that 
the 45th regiment is going to be stationed at Jamaica, so that if all 

1 Major Ross did not go a second time to Pans 
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my plans were demolished, you might follow by the first packet 
trat I think it perfectly clear that if my exchange is set nslde, 
yours -will be so too. I know your attachment to me too well my 
dear Ross, to make any apology for vrhflt I have said, and beg if 
anything should strike you ns proper to be done, you will not heei 
tnto to act from your own judgment Tours, 

CohnWAUjs. 


FUpt. Cqmwxjjus to JIajob Roes. 

DeAU Ross, (Mford, Uowfey raor*l«i [pro5*Uj D«c. 1782], 

I nTn qmte overcome by this business, and really am not 
sanguine enough, to aee any hope. Tour letters cnme so late that 
I had not tune to write to the Marquis de Lafayette and 5Er 
Laurens, but I will do it this day I should not, however conceive 
that the Marqmfl could be of any service. At oil events, the 
business must be decided before Parliament meets. I never could 
suffer myself to be publicly named for the command in India 1 
without a security from Franklin that I shall not be counter- 
manded. I suspect that Franklin has not sent a copy of the paper 
to America, and that awkward letter of Carleton a and Ibgby’s 
was not calculated to forward the business. 

Tours, 

COJOW ALLIS. 

I should not think Chewton, Haldane and yourself more at 
liberty than I am. 

Earl Corhwaixis to Major Boss. 

Dear Ross, Coiford, Vtc. m, itw. 

lour letters of the 22nd and 23rd, which, by a provoking 
mistako of tho post-office, I did not receive till after the post- went 
out this morning gave me great satisfaction. At the some tune I 
received tho enclosed lotter from Laurens, 1 which is rather obscure 
but still I think, implies mv being exchanged at least it is evident 
that neither 1 urn self or Franklin lrnvo received any disavowal from 
Congress. I should wish tho opinion of Jtr Townshend, and, if ho 
thinks necessary of Lord Shelburne upon it I do not recollect 
tlw exact words of tho Commissioners letter which makes him ro 
angrv but there is undoubtedly a copy of it m Mr TownshcntTs 
office I think it represented Laurens Laving declared mo free of 

■ Thh kltfi ha* t>»t fooBd. 
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he* own nnthorifv. I.<^i vou ‘•lmuM Imn falcon a lm^.f n fnp to 
raii^ 1 onof«»-o thw to im hrotlu r .Inm<“w’ flml in \ our nb-onoo ho 
mnv onmnumioalo Laun n^’ lottoi to Z\f r Toun^lnml 

Tolu's, £«• . 

Cohn w alt.] s 

E\rt Ooinwvmi- to M\joi> 1»Vkh 

Pi' U! T\Oss t C ulfonl, Inn I >, 17b? 

] received Sir ]I ’s' nnrrat no las! lmrhf.nml lano load if in 
a cnr-on manner It n a had performance, and 1 flunk not likoh 
to do the oou-o much irood with pooplo of (udgmenf. vef J flunk if 
nu\ ho nooo'.-on to lake Mono notice of if. as he so often minimis 
nn march info Virginia, as a moosuro undoifakon without waiting 
for hi 5 ; consent ’1 ho manner m whit h the Fujliamontni v rogisfcis 
ore pubh-hed does not bring the corrosjiondonee suflioionth hefoio 
the publn eve 1 theiefore at present think (lint \om idon is a good 
one I mil. however, oonsidei the inattei. and talk it ovei when 
vvenieit J shall dine at Flullip-on’- on Fudnv ; lie desnes vmi 
will meet me II \ou can dine theie T will call on von. as the 
General is to send Ins oo ich for me and the children to Mansfield 
Street ] am vciv glad that m\ brother 1 2 3 has got f ho ‘Ganges’ 

Yours, <Src , 

CORNWALLIS 

Earn Cornwallis to Linrr-CoLOML I?oss 
DEAR Eoss, Friday, Aug 17S3 

I most heartily v\ isli } on joy You Iniovv too well liow much 
I was mteiested in the event'* to doubt the pleasure it gives me 
I had a letter fiom Fawcett 3 to notify yom appointment with the 
lank. Brorne is vastly well, we shall be m town ou Sunday 

Yoms, &c., 

CORNW ALLIS 

I will go to court with you on Wednesday 

1 Hon and Rev James Cornwallis, Bishop 4 The appointment of Deputy Adjutnnt- 
of Lichfield and Coventry, to which sec lie General in bcotlnnd, w itli the rank of Liout.- 
was nominated July 14, 1781 , b Feb 25, Colonel 

1743, d Jan 20, 1824 , m April 30, 1771, 6 Lieut -General, afterwards General the 

Catherine, dau and ultimately co-heir of Right Hon Sir William 1'awcett, KB, d 
Galfndus Mann, Esq At the death of the beb 22, 1804, m twice, 1st, in aery early 
2nd and last Marquis Cornwallis, Aug 1G, life, 2nd, Oct. 22, 1780, Charlotte, widow 
1823, he became 4th Lari of the Rea George Stinton, Chancellor of 

2 Sir Henry Clinton published a pamphlet Lincoln Governor of Chelsea Hospital , 

on the campaigns of 1780 and 1781 in Colonel 3rd Dragoon Guards, and for many' 
America , Lord Cornavallis wrote a reply, years Adjutant-General He had been Aide- 
wlnch diew forth a rejoinder de-camp to Lord Granby m Germany 

3 Captain the Hon William Comwnllis 
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Major-Getebal Gresvclle 1 to Earl Cobswalus. 

Mt DEAR Lord Efowrer Aug °2, 1783 

I return your Lordship many thanks for the favour of yonr 
last letter of July 2o which came enclosed in one from General 
Fawcett, and am extremely rejoiced to find that yonr Lordship has 
heard so good an account of ns here. In regard to what yonr 
Lordship touches upon m the latter port of yonr letter concerning 
the choice of proper persons m the mili ta r y line to be placed about 
his Loyal Hi ghness b person, yonr Lordship does me great justice 
in behoving that I am incapable of lending myself to anyth mg Lite 
a jobbing application. Should I ever be consulted upon this bus 
need, there is no one s advice that I would sooner follow t han your 
Lordship s and to convince yon that I act with 1 1 

have already taken an opportunity to prepossess II 1L H. m favour 
of Colonel B redact by adding my mite to yonr Lordship a recom 
mendation, in giving him that character which I really believe 
he deserves, and it is with infinite pleasure that I find myself 
authorized by H L. H. to assure your Lordship that in this, as in 
all other instances, any recommendation coming from your Lord 
ship will ever have the greatest weight with him, and that he shall 
be extremely happy at all tunes to take your Lordships advice, 
having the highest opinion of yonr Lordship b worth and integrity 
both os a man and as an officer 

"U e have had the satisfaction of attending the Prussian renews 
this spring at Potsdam, Berlin, and Magdeburgh, which wore very 
instinctive and highly interesting to a military man. We had like- 
wise proposed bemg present at tho Imperial renews this autumn, 
but the affairs of Umabruck (it being the year of H. It H. taking 
possession of the go\ eminent of this bishopnek into his own hands) 
requiring lus presence there about the middle of next month, we 
lm\o been obliged to postpone tins expedition to another year I 
flatter rnjuelf however that we ihnll have that satisfaction before 
wo quit the Continent 

I shall not trouble your LcnLdnp with any politic*, as I believe 
noithtr your Lordslup nor nij self meddle much in that business. 

1 )! jw-C*t»er»l, ■ftmrird, 0 «t »1 13- de-amp to Lend Gnatr *od ctctfcotd ra- 
bonl urrorOk, Cote»tl 23nl Fkpmrtrt ; b, VtrAw dnrl*r tfdr k*t lira*. Iff ™ 
WuA t, 1744 d. April ISii nmir pbcvd «toat tfw Dnl* oMorit to •enxDi«nj 
rtf>L Uu Lali.fT 0 tm ilk art t Lim to tlnnuoj »r*t too tin or J «t tW Wl 

1 ixtbtr t tbt 1 Ight Hun. Gtorg* (Irro [Ik at ki* ImatboU tar mor vwr*, «od wm *ko 

Ototnl Oiwrilk rlikr britbft Jim*, (jt kn-th of Urn* Le«*rrr V * 1 Cram t* 
Lonloi*4o*l-T7 0rt.‘M 1 97 Otorp llL 1LP for Potilogbtm 
< r Orw 01* t ktdJOp L«d from ior 1774 to J«lr 17JW. 

U* L<JU *h*n Uwy e loU * Sk b ortj 
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I hope, how ever, things will soon mend for the better, ns it appears 
to me that there is great room for amendment. 

I am not in the least astonished at yonr Lordslnp’s partiality 
for our new' married cousin, Lad)' Chatham , 1 as by all accounts she 
is a most amiable woman m eveiy respect I wush them most 
sincerely all possible happiness, and feel, with the rest of my 
family, the greatest satisfaction at this new r contracted alliance 

I am, &c , 

R Grenville. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Eoss 

Dear Ross, Bromc, Sept 5, 1783 

Notwithstanding the shootmg, I have lead the Tiaitd de la 
Colonne 2 with great attention, and have been much amused by it 
The column is certainly a much better oidei than the phalanx, and 
the advantages derived from it in the actions of Leuctra and Man- 
tinea are stated with clearness and ingenuity. I likewise grant it 
to have been far supenor to the great squares formed by the 
Impel lalists at Lutzen, but yet I cannot be quite so great an 
enthusiast foi it as the Chevalier 

I have received a letter from Grenville , he has been very land 
indeed about Brodnck, and sends me a civil message from the 
Prince, m regard to myself and Brodnck, so that I believe that 
plan will succeed, I have lecommended a little reading to 
Biodnck Grenville does not say a word about coming home, 
but talks of going next year to the Austrian ieview r a We do not 
expect to hear from you till that momentous business of the 
monthly returns is got over Brome gets flesh and strength, but 
he has still that little short cough , I cannot, however, think it of 
any consequence He will return to Eton the week aftei next, and at 
that time I shall deliver Mary over to Mrs Cornwallis 3 at Homng- 
ham , 4 w ith whom she will go to town I often turn over politics 
m my min d Whether I should or should not lesign the office of 
Constable of the Tower at the meeting of Parliament is the question ; 

I at present incline to do it Being turned out is unpleasant, and 

1 Mary Elizabeth, dau of Thomas 1st Vis- 3 Caroline, widow of the Hon Frederick 

countrSydney, b ‘-ept 2, 1762, d May 20, Cornwallis, Archbishop of Canterbury (uncle 
1821, m July 10, 1783, John 2nd Earl of of Lord Cornwalbs), and dau of the Hon 
Chatham Lord Cornwallis was first cousin William Townshend, 3rd son of Charles 2nd 
to Lord Sydney, and General Grenville first Viscount Townshend, b July 14-, 1727, d 
cousin to Lord Chatham Jan 5, 1309, m Jan 8, 1759 She was 

2 The “ Traite de la Colonne ” is a disser- sistei of Charles 1st Lord Baymng 

tation by the Chevaliei lohrd, m his French * Honingham, near Noiwich, the seat ot 
translation of Polybius Lord Baymng 
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I am not quite clear that it is fair to force Ministers to that measure 
but I have time to deliberate. I am quite sure that handsome 
dealing is not only more satisfactory to oneself but that it is, even 
m the worldly consideration, the best policy I enclose a letter to 
Gnsdule . 1 If he has already pa®ed by Edinburgh, yon will pro- 
bably know enough of his plans to be able to convey it to him. 

I am, &0. 

OoiOTWALLIfl. 


Lord Cornwallis b political opinions had undergone considerable 
modification since he first took his seat "in the House of Lords. 
Lord Shelburne had before this tune ceased to be in power and 
Lord Cornwallis being still much attached to him, was hot inclined 
to support the new Administration. Most of his near connexions 
also were in opposition, and he foresaw that the tone must come 
(as it actually did a few weeks later) when he would be compelled 
to take a deoisive part. These circumstances made him unwilling 
to continue Constable of the Tower which was then considered a 
Civil office, though it was afterwards declared to be a Military 
appointment. 


Ei-HL CoarwALUH to Lieut -Coloxkl Roes. 


Drab Robs, Cuificd, od. 2 a, nss 

I am determined to take no steps in regard to 
politics till the meeting of Parliament, when I may form same 
judgment of what the Ministry and Opposition mean. My par 
tiahty is certainly to the latter but I must see what lme they take 
bofore I can form any connexion with them. If they should, llko 
form or Oppositions, foment a civil war and endeavour to overturn 
the constitution of this Country by adopting the plan of Messrs. 
Richmond * Effingham Wyvill,* Ac. A'o, I can have nothing to 
do with them. My studies have of late been much interrupted by 
my visit to Eton, and my passing a week with Lord Townahend . 4 
I will not, however ho idle this winter 


1 I>r IWnUjntD Omdjlt, a ooo^iat eor> 
rr*pood<*t of Lord Cornelia, h. Fct>. IS, 
174 j. 4. Jam 18 IBM j «x April 1 1 17BL 
tlmbrth, Am of Wltlrnn Urrwti, Em 

Lord Cennratlh hlrartup- 
Uln #f tb* 53rd, with »hlth irjtetort ki 
WfJ [■ Atv-rx-*. lit n rethx of \VKk- 
“-Ttc* ki G kwjcrrtmhlrt. 

Tb* Doi *f ndrmc®d for tam T T«r* 
**’* •btotot r*rtbiat«Ury rtfbrrotr 

H*t CkrfeitTiM HyrlU, b. ](l 


1740, i UmA 8 1832 m. Urf, Not M 
1 73, EJlnb^b dm. ol Sir U»rmj»dnk* Wj- 

tUJ D*rt, j 2»J, Sarah, dm. Codltof, 

E*1 Ut m mother Tteitnt reformer 
Wilpol* wid <J Um j rttiyW, be 

emmo4 ertn writ* Engtoh the flnt 

Vert AModaCoo peprr ’•hlch written 
bj hi*j, 1 * odthtr »nw ior rr*rnrruu- " 

* Otorrr 4th Vhottmt Tcr#n*be»l, mad* 
llaratri* T*w»*b«*! Oct. S. lTST * FkU- 
Urniat «cd OdIooH 3*1 LV^oon CJtanb ( 
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Brodrick is gone abioad, for fiom well Dr Warren 1 was not 
easy about him. He is to go dnectly to Nice I wish he had 
gone tn o months sooner, and that he had followed my advice of 
not bathrng in the sea, winch I could not conceive to he safe noth 
1ns complaint, but he would consult a Briglithelmstone doctoi, 
who would have recommended sea-bathmg for every illness m 
the woild. 

You wiite to me very seldom, and yet I daie say you have 
more leisuie than myself — not that I have any real business, but 
a thousand little plagues attention to company m the house, 
letters to Loyalists, and trifles that would look ridiculous on paper. 
Nothing can give me greater pleasure than hearing fiom you, and 
seeing youi fi.ee and familiar sentiments I tiust that we shall not 
be moie stiangeis foi being at two hundred miles distance 

Lord Hmclnngbiook, 2 whom I saw when I was at Eton, told me 
that the K — said to him that Loid North had asked him whether 
I would go to India He answered that he supposed I would, if it 
was proposed to me to go, m a proper situation. As, however, I 
have heaid nothing fiom Lord N , with whom I have such easy 
communication, I conclude that nothing is seriously meant As 
the time of year for walking on the terrace was over, I could not 
convemently see H M . j am? & c 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Koss 
DEAR Boss, Mansfield Street, Not 13, 1783 

. . I have not yet been m the House, nor have I seen 

one politician. Shelburne does not come up till after Christmas 


b Feb 28, 1724, d Sept 14, 1807, m 1st, 
Dec 19, 1751, Charlotte, 15th Baroness de 
F errors in hei own right, 2nd, May 19,1776, 
Anne, dau of Sir William Montgomeiy, Bart 
Lieut-General of the Ordnance fiom 1763 to 
1767, Master-General from Oct 1772 to 
March, 1782, and again for a short time m 
1783 , Lord-Lieutenant of Iieland from Oct 
1767 to Nov 1772 M P for Norfolk from 
Not 1754, till he succeeded to the peerage 
March 12, 1764 He was at the battles of 
Dettmgen, t ontenoy, Laffeldt, and Culloden , 
and, after the death of Wolfe, and the dan- 
gerous wound of General Monckton, com- 
manded the army before Quebec 

1 Dr Richard Warren, b Dec 13, 1731, 
d June 23, 1797, m 1759, Elizabeth, dau 
of Peter Shaw, Esq , M D He was a warm 
political supporter of the Prince of Wales , 


and bis professional opinion on the health of 
the King was one of the main causes which 
led the Whigs in 1788, to contest the Re- 
gency question so strenuously 

2 John, Viscount Hmcbmgbrote, after- 
wards, April 30, 1792, 5th Earl of Sandwich , 
b Jan 26, 1744, d June 6, 1814, m 1st, 
March 1, 1766, Elizabeth, only snmving 
child of George, 2nd and last Eail of Halifax , 
2nd, Apid 25, 1772, Mary, dau of Harry, 
6th and last Duke of Bolton Vice-Cliam- 
berlam to the King , Comptroller -of the 
Household and Master of the Buckhounds in 
succession fiom Feb 1771 to Feb 1806, 
Postmaster-General from May, 1807, till lus 
death MP for Brnckley from Feb 1765 
to the dissolution of that Parliament, and 
then for the county of Huntingdon till he 
became a peei 
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Pitt 1 made a most sensible speech, and I think proves that he u 
not m such haste to come in as to wish to overset all government, 
and to finish the ram of the country, m order to obtain that sole 
object of most patriots. A* there is no appearance of any business 
m the House of Lords, I shall return to Culford till after the holi 
days, when perhaps I shall be able to decide better on my future 
conduct The communication with a cert&m personage * is a matter 
of some delicacy and is not easily to be brought about nnle» some 
favourable opportunity should offer Fox * has given notice that he 
intends to bring m the Tndm business on Tuesday next, Ohadea 
Townshend 4 asked me to-day rf I had heard anything of it. He 
said Montagu* told him that I was the person intended by the 
Portland party and added that there ccrnld be no doubt of its 
being the wish of hu friends. I only answered that I knew nothing 
of it, and had long since concluded that all idea of it was at an end. 
I cannot possibly conceive but that if Administration had any 
•onons intention of employing me* they would have sounded me 
before the matter was brought into Parliament. If, however Jt 
should be any how mentioned, rt may give me an opportunity of 
an audience. Ton may depend on my acting with great caution 
should the offer be made, I am every day mare and mare con- 
vinced of the necessity of military reading, and I assn re yon that 
it u TOty agreeable to me. 1 am, (to. 

CoKirwAUjs. 


Fawcett tolls me that Mackay 
tire to him. 

1 On th* » d dr— on tbo mwtinj of P*rtU. 
mot, b*r 1L 

* Tfc* Kloc 

DJjbt Bm. C. J Fax, 2nd oao of H«rry 
Ut Lord Hoflmd, b. Jin. 13, 1719 d. B*t>L 
13 1808 .Vpt. «, ITJJ, Ilrv Arratfood. 
Altb*n(b thrro tin** Se mfo ry of Stole, b* 
b*W th*t offler for only twenty ceru *lt,>_ 
C'tb'r 3LP-, befor* lu aw o t tw, fox 
Mkttorrt 179* to 1774 1 thoo for 

JUhaeoiary to 1790, **J ih*n for W«t- 
■tterfrr till hit tforti. 

Kl^bt Boo. Ctafo* TormobeDd (*en of 
tVDlho*, 3rd no of Chute*, od Yieoant 
Tawmbend), crr*ted Urd B*ytsin| Ort. 10 
1 91 L In r B 1728, d- AUy 10 1810: 

**■ -' c r * 0 , irr, <foa. of tb* 

Iver UhxrJ Snyth- II .r for TArwooth, 
Knrftdk, fr«n I¥e. 1750, to Ifoy 17M 
U tb* Puttowt of 1784 wkn b* 
of ** Ttw* Wurtyr*." Fn*i Sept. 
1751 to 1 ^0 Lr w»* Rccrrtfjy <f Leptloo fa 
Whence be pot tbe of Spjnkh 


* is commg up. I will be attan- 


Chorlo*. Betweeo Any 1785 rad Jrn. 1784 
b* held tie rorioo* aflto* of Lord of tbe Ad 
dimity Lord of tb* Tminiy. VW-Tn*nw 
f Irtfond, rad Treoocrw of tie K Tj 

Writ II*®- Frodorfoi Uontign, of ISp- 
pfowlct, la bctJfojbomrfrtr* mat 
cf Kd-pJ, 1* Eori of Hillfij, b. 1784 
d. July 80, 1800, cmm. A Lord of tie 
Tmonry from M*trti to July 1782, wvi 
from April to Doc. 1~B3 11 j' for berth 

*mpto« from Hit 1760, to lfortfc. If®* I 
*nd then for Hjgbam Frrrmri to 1790 B* 
*■ 00 * of tbe mt«c CorrmLoriooer* MtnoJ 
t* Fox t Irefio BlQ, 

* LJ*nt.-0e»*i»l Boo. AUuwlrr llackav 
Cokxitl 5i*t Ilrjt. ; Corarmnder-h^ChW *3 
Pcotlmd. «* of (korr* 3rd Lord Oeoy 
d- W y 31 1789 t m lMc. 4 1770, Hu 
don of SJr UTtlkro C*rr Cxrt, of 
3IJ* for tW county of SeiberUnd 
from Sot 170 to Mrrrh, 1708. md then 
for lb* oartkmi Iciroojyhi to Mami, 1773 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 


Dear Ross, , Cniford, Not 21, 1723 

I last mglit received your letter of the 15th, and most 
heartily congratulate you on the termination of the very disagree- 
able duty at Portpatrick. I have no doubt, liowevei, that your 
chief must have found a great difference between the method of 
conducting that embarkation and the foimei ones The fame of 
Bruen’s 1 patiiotism had reached London befoie I left it Gusdale 
and myself arrived here this day and mean to lead a quiet but not 
an idle life m any sense of the word 

You will have seen Fox’s plan, and probably his veiy civil ex- 
pression 2 m regaid to me, but it is plam that notlung could ever 
have been seriously meant by the questions which I before men- 
tioned. Fox’s bill will be strongly opposed, perhaps moie so than 
ltdeseives, for although I think theie are seveial objectionable 
parts, I cannot say that the daring attach of the chartered rights has 
much weight with me I think J enlanson 3 hit one principal blot 
which can hardly be got ovei He supposed the Commissioners to 
be appointed for three or five yeais, as pioposed by Fox, and that * 
a change of Admmistiation ensued, what would then be the conse- 
quence? The directors of East India affairs would probably be 
acting in direct opposition to the Government at home After all, 
it appears to me to be adopting a system almost as exceptionable 
as the present, and as likely to be perverted to the most corrupt 
purposes We shall hear much more on this subject before it 
comes into our House, which cannot be till after the holidays I 
had a great deal of conversation with my fnend Lord S 4 about my 
situation It was partly of that nature as hardly to trust on paper 
He is clear, however, that I can take no step as to the employment, 
without a certain person’s 5 approbation 

I met yesterday at Court, Pigot 6 the lawyei, one of the Commis- 


1 Henry 'Bruen, b 1740, d Dec 14, 

1795 , m 1788, Harriet, dau of Francis 
Knox, Esq of Kappa M P for Jamestown 
from 1783 to 1790, and then foi the county 
of Carlow till his death He had been on the 
Quartermaster-General’s staff in America, 
where he made a large fortune by contracts 
The patriotism alluded to m the text was 
his having voted, Nov 13, to reduce the 
number ot men for the defence of Ireland 
from 12,000 to 9000, which was negatived 
by 106 to 34 

2 See note in page 14 

3 Chailes Jenkm=>on, afterwards 7th Ba- 

ronet, created Lord Hawkesbury Aug 21, 

1786, and made Earl of Liverpool May 28, 

1796, b May 10, 1727, d Dec 17, 1808, 


m 1st, Feb 9, 1769, Amelia, dau of William 
Watts, Esq , Governor of Bengal , 2nd, 
June 22, 1782, Catherine, dau of Sir Cecil 
Bishopp, Bart , and widow of Sir Charles 
Cope, Bart He was Under Secretaiy to 
Lord Bute in 1761 , and from that time to 
Nov 1803 held various offices, almost with- 
out intermission Latterly he occupied the 
important post of President of the Board of 
Trade M P successively for Cockermouth, 
Appleby, Harwich, and Saltash, from 1762 
till he was raised to the peerage The speech 
above alluded to was made Nov 20, 1783, 
on fixing the day for the second reading 

* Lord Shelburne 

6 The King 

8 Arthur Leary Pigot, afterwards Sir 
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fflonere of Accounts. He told me that Lord Sheffield 1 had fre- 
quently been with them from Sir H. Clinton, to Bay how Si be bad 
been uikxI by them. Their answer was, that if he would do them 
the honour to come to their Board, they flattered themselves they 
should be able to explain their conduct to bis satisfaction. This be 
would not agree to but wished them to enter mto a correspondence. 
They however positively rejected this proposal, probably not being 
encouraged by my example. Yours, &a, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Roes. 

Dear Boss, coi&rd. Not 23, I 78 S. 

I enclose a letter from Digby * Smce I wrote to you on 
Friday I hear that bod news is oome from the East Indies. General 
Matthews* and his army token by Tippoo Saib This event will I 
think, operate powerfully m favour of Administration in the present 
contest It would have been a pretty beginning for me if I had 
gone last spring Youra, Ac. 

OOBNWALLIB. 


Earl Cornw alias to Lieut -Colohel Ross. 


Dear Boss, M«*stid strwt, rvc. is, i 783 . 

Notwithstanding my delicacies and resolution I could not 
resist the solicitationa to come up. You will have Been that we 


Arthur P1fot, b. 1760 A Sept. fl, 1819 j m 

1773 a dan. of Dccaington, Eaq of 

Alanehc ^ ar Soliatw-Geoeral to the Prince 
cfWalea, 1717 *v) Attorney-General to tba 
King frx*n Vet. 1801 to March, 1807 LJ 1 
for tHapilnp Feb. to Dee. 1906 j tbm far 
Arnnid till hlj death. Ha wai born in 
Grenada, wbera hia Cunlly vaa aettled 

1 Jett». lit Lord t-hefflakl in Irekr*!; ao 
oaaledJtn.® 1781 male Lord KJrffield fa 
England, Jolr 29 1 602, and Eari of Sheffield 
to Ireland, Jan. fi, 1816 h. 1*35, A Mar 
30, 18 1 1 m. let, 1767 AbWO, dan. of 
Lrirfj v\ J E*J of RidmawAi gnd. Dee. 
26, l“Vl Loey dan. af TbcrtM, lei Earl 
f Chkbeater | and 3rd, Anoe. dan. of Frede- 
rick, o»l Eari of QtdlferA y.P £*■ Corm- 
try from Oct. 1780 to llarrh, 1 84 *»d for 
BrLtal fr*m X*r 1790 ta Jmu, 1605. 

Mepbrn Dfgt-r, gTandaoo of Nwai, 5th 
Lard Ih-ty. tad Wcthar of Edward, 6Lh 
Ij *A «*1 *f Henry ih Lord u>[ 1 * Earl 
U Ay b May 10 174-, A J lj II 1800} 
a. la. Oct. I 1*71 Lacy yt Sdtefcrt, 
lK Eari of llckeiw j and cd, Jm. 0, 1780 


Charlotta Uar^arat, dan. of Sir Robert Gore- 
nine, Bart. h B fwboaa yoonger daosht* 1 
tn. General Rom). Id early Ufa ColooaJ Ihghr 
aarrad in tha Guard* — Groom of the BcA- 
chamb er to the Prince of Walea frtm 1780 
to 1782, and then Vme-Chajobertain to tba 
Qnaen to 179° Master of fit. Cathnftwi 
from Ang. 1 88 till W» death. H wwamoch 
ia th« confidaoca of tba Itoyml Family 

* Haring bam ordered, In th» beginning 
of 1783 to taraO- tba II year e territory ha 
enptnied Boduora, Jan. 28 j bat wo ehcerir 
after bealeged there, aod mrrendered 1 lay 3 
°P«i Tery fartmraUa tarns*. Thaw* term* 
wera bmoedmialy riolated, co the plea (which 
amna ta hare bam wall foxnaW), that tba 
pobllc trwaanre, faatead of being giren o V t 
the careen, according to agreement, bad hem 
dirtied among tba effitere af the garriw*, 
tha whole ef whom wait threwn fato irewa 
When or bow General Matthew wu pot to 
death, hae nerer been aacertalnaA law of 
the cajrfirea amrireJ to tail their tale af 
horror* 
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it the Administration \ oAenln} ,* mul J lm\o no doubt lm( tin* 
hill mil he rebooted tomorrow h} n greater inniont\. Fiom 
the annnt" lint were taken to ofiert this <<\<>r\hod\ <eems to 
eomUhle that thero must ho a ehnn^e of AdiumMintion and 
dissolution of PmJmnient 1 oid Shelburne did not atf aid tin* 
House, si that he prnkahh will not he included in am now 
nrrniuroment 

Should nin piopo^ik he heroaftei made to me i dative to 
India, 1 do not feel at all inelmed to listen to them I am hand- 
someh otT and m tin* present fluctuating state ot aftnin at home 
with violent animosities ahout India. I ion sec no prospect of any 
good 1 am aware that present ease mn} lane some weight, hut 
it requires great resolution to engage a second tun c m a plan 
of certain miser}' for the ic<f of in} life without more substantial 
encouragements Write to me fieeh \om thmnrhfs on this head 
Jt is, however. very possible that no such pioposal nun he made 
to me, hut I think that I old Temple, who will eeitainlv lane a 
ver} coiisiderahlc share m a new c\dtm, seems nu lined to ho 
civil to me You nun easily imagine the confusion that now 
reigns m tins town, and the difteient countenances of hope and 
despondency that ot cur non instant. M} Ian is in perfect henltli 
at Culford, and I hope to return tlnthei on Friday next 

Behcv e me, &c , 

Cornv ALLIS 


EvrL Corvwali is to Ln ut -Coiomj. Ross 


Dear Ross, Mansfield Street, Dec 18, 1781 

Mr Pitt and, I believe, Loid Temple weic with the King 
to-day, — yet they say the Ministers have been m since, — and give 
out that they weio well recened, and that theie is to be no 
change I suspect it will be a repetition of Maich 3 last As soon 
as I find that no material negotiation is on foot I will lesign the 
Tower In these peiilons times I will at least save my honoui 


1 On the 15th the Duke of Clnndos moved 
to adjourn the pioceeding-, which was carried 
by 87 to 79 , and on the 17th the second 
reading was negatned by 95 to 70 At that 
time the whole Peerage, including the 1G 
Scotch and the 2G Spiritual Peers, consisted 
only of 2S5, of whom 6 were minors and 0 

Catholics, so only 223 could note 

- The King’s communication to Lord 
Temple was in writing, and to the following 
effect — “ The King would deem those who 


should vote for the bill not only not his 
fnends, but his enemies , and if Lovd Temple 
could put tins in stronger terms, he had full 
authority to do so ” 

3 Lord Shelburne tendered his resignation 
in March, but the new government w ns not 
formed for six weeks No member of the 
Portland Administration had any audience of 
the Iupg aftei Dec. 17, except to resign his 
office 
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I will write again to-morrow night, as I know your anxiety in 
matters where my conduct is critical. 

Believe me, dc., 

CcuorwAiLis. 

Eael Couhwxlub to Liujt -Colittxl Roos, 

DeAB BofiS, Friday Eight, D«- 19 1783 

The Ministry is out, and Pitt is to have the Treasury and 
Lord Temple and, I believe. Lord Sydney Secretaries of State. I 
bell ere the Parliament is to be dissolved, but am not sure. My 
situation of having been sent for up to vote, and keeping my place 
sat heavy on my mind, and before I knew of the change I had 
determined to resign. After a little reflection, I was of opinion 
that this circumstance should not alter my resolution that the 
imputation of having kept my place, and voted in so essential a 
point against the Ministry still remained. If my friends continue 
in power I shall probably hare some consideration m my own 
hue if they go out, I must either resign with therm or be turned 
out The Kmg appeared satisfied with what I said, as 1 hope you 
are with what I have done. Let me hear from yon. 

Yours, do, 

CORNWALLIS. 
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CHAPTER VI 


Resignation of Constnblesbip of the Tower — Prospects of cniplo3Tnent — Braen 
and the Volunteers — Sir George Yongc — Elections finourrblo to Ministers 
— TYolnbiliU of rcccmn" the Goionior-Gencmlslnp of India — Lord G 
Lennox gazetted for Plymouth — Design of going to tho Emperor — E\pos- 
tulaton Letter to Mr Pitt — Accepts the Tower 

Earl Cornwallis to Lttut -Colonll Ross 

DeAE Ross, Culford, Jin 2, 1784 

If you lind been on the spot, I tliinlc you would bare 
approved of my conduct , I cannot, on the most mature reflection, 
repent of wliat I have done 

You will at first considei the nature of the office , 1 which to be 
sure by all dispassionate people must be considered ns a civil 
employment you will then, I believe, agree with me, that, m 
the present state of parties m this country, it was impossible for 
me to hold it long without becoming contemptible to all sides, 
and that perhaps I had already held it too long , indeed I am 
convinced that I ought to have resigned at the coming m of the 
Coalition, and that as long as I did hold it, all my military compe- 
titors in the government lme had a great advantage over me. 
You will next take a new of my conduct m this last business 
"When the India Rill was first brought m I left London both the 
Bishop of Lichfield and myself resisted the most piessing solicita- 
tions to attend it, and gave for i easons for our not doing so, the 
peculiar situation m which I stood as to India matters When the 
Bill was lead a first tune, and a debate and division expected, 
neither of us were present, but after the circumstances 2 which you 
know had happened, both of us appeared to throw out the Bill 
I now ask to what would even the candid part of mankind attri- 
bute such conduct? Surely they would say that my place was 
the first object to me, and that I would not venture to vote against 
the Ministry until I was well assured that I should run no risk of 
losing it. 

I have no reason to imagine that any offers wliatevei will be 

1 Constable of the Tower 2 The personal interference of the King 

VOL. I M 



102 


LORD OORNW ALLIS 


Chap YI 


made to me in regard to India, nor do I now believe it possible 
that I ocrold ever bung myself to listen to any 

If the Minis try should survive the 12th, I think there is a pos- 
sibility of itB being proposed to me to go to Ireland I say this 
without any authority whatever, only that I know that Lord 
Temple does not go, and that nobody is as yet fixed on for it. 1 
have not heard a syllable of this from any part of the Admimstm 
tion, rt is merely wild conjecture and such as I would not mention 
to any person living but yourself I shall, however, turn it well 
over in my thoughts. 

Lord Itawdon is here, and as well disposed and friendly to me 
os ever His speech has put him in o situation of being highly 
considered, and indeed, very deservedly 1 

Believe me 

Co ICfTVV ALLIS. 

PJ3. Poor O’Hara is once mare driven abroad by Ins morale* 
creditors. 


Katt. Oobxwalijs to Lom> Stoxet 

BIt dear Loud Cuifcrd, j«u e, i7&l 

In answer to the first point, I can assure you that my 
friends* want no spur to their attendance- — to the second, that you 
shall certainly have hares, partridges, and pheasants if the frost 
goes, withont which I fear we cannot get any — and to the thud, 
that I will certainly have the honour of dm mg with yon. 

As your postscript is not quite so clear I cannot be so explicit 
m my answer I therefore shall only sey that I should refuse with 
reluctance any situation* m which the present Ministry think 1 
can be serviceable to them, and that my secrecy on such an 
occasion might be most perfectly doponded on. I know it is not 
pleasant to have employments refused. j am ^ 

* COKSW ALLIS. 


EUni. CORJWALLU TO LmUT.-CoUCtEL Ross. 


Dear Ross, unaiwj street, Jm. 22, 3784 

I have put off writing to yon from day to day oxpocting to 
havo something to soy but matters still continue just as they were. 


' *1 17 I 7 * 3 , t hi god IWoT^Jtwnl rbfllfp**. 

•mod nrtdittW' lb« India Bfll TVr. k no «Uwr irxet of mf offer cA 

Tk*«trabmfw Ey^CajUUCorawTlH, ©5ic* »t thi» I liar 
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I do not believe there "will be a dissolution of Parliament. Powys 1 
and some others are trying to form an Union, 2 not a Coalition, of 
all paities, blit I do not see any piospect of their succeeding How 
it is to end God knows I feel so far easy that my part is taken, 
and I have nothing to do but to go straight foiwaid. 

Believe me, ever, &e , 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross 

My DEAR BOSS, Mansfield Street, Jan 24, 1784 

As I kn ow your anxiety about the present state of affairs, 
especially as you think me materially concerned, I write to you 
oftener than I have anything to say , for exanpple, things are just 
now as they were, one story one hour, another the next, just like 
the instability and indecision of last March My private opinion 
is that theie will be no dissolution, and consequently that the 
Mini sters will not stand, but it is an opmion founded merely on 
conjectuie, and perhaps Tuesday may produce a dissolution, till 
then Mr Pitt has promised that it shall not happen 

I am still plagued to death and impoverished by starving 
Loyalists , but I am now determined to shut the purse, except m 
the most moving instances of misery I feel youi being so far 
lemoved from me, but hope we shall meet before the end of the 
year ’81 Toms ever, &c , 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 

HEAR Boss, Monday Night, Jon 26, 1784 

Pitt has tins day declared that the Parliament is not to be 
dissolved, so the bubble is burst and there is an end of the Admi- 
nistration. About fifty members, who call themselves independent 
country gentlemen, have fiamed a letter to the Duke of Portland, 

1 Thomas Powys, created Lord Lilford Oct union of parties was organised at the St 
26, 1797, b May 4, 1743, d Jan .26, 1800, Alban’s Tavern, where 53 members of Par- 
m March 31, 1772, Mary, dan and ulti- Lament were present, Mr Grosvenor, M P 
mately co-heir (with her sister Catherine, wife for Chester, in the chan After much ncgo- 
of the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry) of tialion with Air Pitt on one side and the 
Galfndus Mann, Esq MP for Northampton- Duke of Portland on the other, it failed, 
shire from Nov 1774, till he was created a mainly because neither of those two leaders 
Peer weie really anxious to unite The lists of 

s Air Powys had been previously attached members present at the several meetings are 
to the Whig party, but quitted them on the imperfect, but about 79 seem to have at 
India Bill The nttempt to bring about a tended at different times 

Af 2 
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Lord J Cavendish, 1 Fox, and Pitt, uunstang on an Union , but I do 
not find that there are above ten or twelve of them that have ever 
voted with Fox, and those whimsical and uncertain, the rest are 
composed of Pitt a friends. Now I do not see how a number of 
Pitt a friends ran make a fair and equal treaty between him and 
Fox, any more than the House of Commons two years ago could 
vote a peace with America. In short, we shall possibly linger on a 
fortnight or three weeks longer m unavailing negotiation, and then 
the virtuous Coalition will return m triumph to then places. I feel 
at least the satisfaction tire* T hav no humiliating sensations to 
undergo, and that although I shall nave lost a much greater port 
of my income than I could afford, I have lost no character which 
is more than most of the dramatis pertcna can say 

I am, 

Cornwallis. 


EaEL OORHWALLIfl TO LlZUT -C0L05EL ROSS. 


Drab Rosa, ltewfleid stmt, r«b. a, 1784 . 

I last night received yours of the 81st No political altera 
tion has happened smce I wrote last you will see what was done 
m the House of Lords.’ The Commons denounce vengeance the 
Ministry declare m the firmest manner that they will not retugn. 
How is it to end ? I believe the Duke of Rutland’ re shortly to 
be named Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and Mr Orde, 4 tho late 
Secretary of tho Treasury his secretary Lord G Lennox 8 krased 


Lord Join Oarodkh, *ow ef William, 
3rd Duke of Dertenhirc, h. Oct. 21, 1732, 
d. a* married. Dro. 1ft lTftfl Led of the 
Trtmny Julr 1765 to Aog. 1766 ; Chan- 
crilor of the Lxcbequr frera II an h to J It 
1782, and from April to Dec 178J JJ P 
forV*ey*»nth 1754 i Knarwborooffk, 1762 j 
1768 to lteicfa, l ”84 1 Dexbyihlre, 
Lrr I7ft4 till hi, death. 

Lord EJHftgWm, Feb. 4 mored two r*. 
*•1 tiont in CiTtwr ef Oarmimcrt. After an 
•otaried debate tbey wen canted by 100 ta 
Tb* mftamet of *rpo*Htea ra rmtrd 
te *1 rloteo t rati licet atrri, Feb. 16 by 
Urd Bwxhaap, riVnrudi tod Itaroai, cf 
Ucrttecd, end cerriol by 187 to 157 
* CWe« 4th Duke of Rattead. K.0 b. 

15, 1754 d. (To Intend) Oct. 14 
1787 , «. Dee. tC, 1”75, Mary 1*0, Ua, dtm. 
^f Cbari n 4th Duke of IWafcrt. L*rd 
'Irrerd, Feb. to April, 1783, rriry IW, 
I>e. 1783 U Hank, 1761 1 Lcij Lwi 
fro ® FrK 1 1 I7W till kk death. 
M - P for U* UoTtnay *f Cejai-ril^e from 


Nor 1774 tIU be ao eea eded to tb* Dnkedcm, 
May 29. 1779 

' Right Hoc. Tbornat Orde, created Lord 
Bed ton, Oct. 20 1797 j b.4 r.30 1748, d. 
July 80 1807 m. April 7 1778, Jane 
llirj natural dan. f Chariot 5th Duke f 
Bolton. At tb* death of Harry 6th and lart 
Duk* of Bolton fth* rigtnal of Captain 
Whiffle In Roderick Random), tb* greater 
portion of hk stale* derolrad open lira. 
Orde, tb* dangbter of hit rider b rather 
After holding •rreral minor ppolatment*, 
1! Ord» nt mad* Secretary t* the Trea- 
aory July 1782, and reriroad AprD 1783 
Chief Secretary ia Irekad, 1 eb. 1 81 to Nor 
1787 >J P for Ayleaboxy from Oct. 1780 
t» limb 1784 and for Harwich t* Juo*, 
1"90 ; and Id Intend, for Ritbcormack, front 
March, 1784 to April, lTftO 

• Lord George Lennox, tea of Char tee Jod 
Duke *f Ridnwoad j General Ctloori 15 th 
l-egfapeut, and afterward* Gi mm* of Pit 
month, b. Not 27 1737 d. Hard, 22, 1805 ; 
m. at Gjrtaa Green Dec. 25 17W Lori*, 
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hands this day for the Tower lie is not to vacate his seat, and he 
has received a letter from the Secretary at War 1 signifying that 
the Kmg has for some time wished to give him some military 
government to reward his long and faithful services, and that he 
now takes the opportunity of appointing him Constable of the 
Tower This is undoubtedly a pleasing circumstance to me, as it 
marks more strongly my disinterested conduct, and removes Loid 
G from future competition I still cannot repent of what I have 
done I certainly did not receive it as a military employment, but 
in the mmisteiial line from Lord North, and it would not have 
suited my character to haie flown to the Ciown for indemnity for 
the part I had taken, and endeavoured to have scieened myself 
under a fresh tenuie Loid G- stands on othei giound, and is 
undoubtedly as secure and free from all shackles as the Governor 
of Portsmouth. Adieu, it is just eleven Youis, &c , 

CORNWALLIS 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 


DeAB Ross, Mansfield Street, Feb 7, 1784 

I wrote m such a hurry last night, that I omitted mention- 
ing two or three thmgs In the first place I am to tell you that 
■ ’s relations have redeemed the bond , I shall not easily en- 

gage again m a sciape of that sort In answer to your question 
about Rigby, 2 1 hear that the late immaculate Treasury advanced 
220,000Z m the course of last summer, to prevent his bemg called 
upon for lus balance, 3 and the short day with which Lord John 


dau of William 4th Marquis of Lothian He 
was grandfather of the piesent Duke SI P 
for Chichester from Nov 1762, to Jan 1767, 
and then for the county of Sussex to June, 
1790 He was aide-de-camp to the Duke of 
Cumberland at Clostersei en 

1 Right Hon Sir George Tonge, Burt ,KB , 

b 1732, d Sept 29, 1812, m July 10, 1765, 
Elizabeth, dau and co-heir of Bouchier Clie\ e. 
Esq of Foots-Cray After filling some minor 
offices, he was, July, 1782, made Secretary 
at War, a post occupied by his father for 
many years under Walpole This office, ex- 
cept from Apnl to December, 1783, he held 
till July, 1794, then Mastei of the Mint to 
Feb 1799, and, lastly, Governor of the Cape 
of Good Hope to July, 1806 51 P foi 

Homton fiom Nov 1763, to May, 1796, and 
foi Old fcarum from March, 1799, to beb 
1801, when lie was succeeded by John Horne 
Tooke 

2 Right Hon Rich ud Rigby, b 1722, 
d April 8, 1788, unmarried Coininissiouei 


of Trade, 1755 , Chief Secretary m Ireland 
from Sept 1757, to Oct 1761, during which 
time he obfained the valuable sinecure of 
Master of the Rolls for life, Vice-Treasurer 
of Ireland from Dec 1762, to Dec 1765, and 
from Jim to June, 17b8, and then sole Pay- 
master to Maich, 1782 M P for Castle 
Rising, 1745, budbury, 1747 , and Tavistock, 
1754, to his death In Ireland, M P foi 
Old Leighlin during his seci etaryship 

3 The question of these balances, said to 
have been 1,100,000/, was brought befoie 
Pm Lament, in 1782, by Kenyon, the Attor- 
ney-General, without the knowledge and 
against the real wish of the Government The 
attack was renewed in 1784, aftei large sums 
had been paid, on account, by Mr Rigby’s 
executors 1 he accounts w ere finally audited, 
Jan 16, 1794, with a balance indebted of 
151,783/ 3s , subject to a deduction of 
46,000/ ns claimed by the executors This 
was not settled till Aug 1802, when there 
appeared to be stall a large amount due Tbe 
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threatened him, as I believe yon recollect, ts not yet named in 
Bhort, he thought they Mere the strangest side, and could either 
prosecute or protect Kenyon, 1 however is now at him m the 
Exchequer My mother* is vastly well, and happy in agreeing 
with all her sons in politics , she laments, however the state of the 
Townshend family Mary 3 and Charles 4 Townsliend, and all the 
BrodnckB talk violent opposition language fin 6 Lord Middleton* 
has voted m oil the violent questions ngamst Lord Sydney bo 
much for obligation and friendship. Believe me, &o. 

Corswallis. 


PB Innee tells me that Bmen* exculpates himself from the 
charge, by saying that he was obliged to go Borne lengths with the 
Volunteers m order to gam them confidence, that he might the 
more completely defeat their measures in the end, and that he 
joined heartily m the last vote against them. I do not quite under 
stand this. 

The Volunteera have voted on augmentation to their forces with 
a proportion of artillery they say General Pitt, 7 but some say 
Bloper • is to command in Ir elan d — utrum ho rum ? 

T rww i T mgrted to acoept 2\OOOL, and to 1 1754 d. Ang 13 1833 1 m, lat, Dm. 4, 
Wipe off 40,0001 sen 80001 to harm 1778. France*, dan of Thorn*, 1* Eart of 
ronained uuMttled. Ur Rigby* unpaid pri- Chlcherler 5 2nd, June 13, 1797 Maria, 
rata debta at that tbna amcmtad to 147 OOOZ. dan of Richard Banroo, Eeq of CkJdm HalL 

1 Sir Lloyd Kenyon, created Lord Korun Hk mother wai AlhtnJa, datar of Tbcmta, 
Jon* 9 1788 b Oct. 5, 1733 d April 4 , lrt Viacom 1 8 rdney Created Lord Brodrick 
1803 nu Oct. 10 1773, Mary dan. of in England Way 33, 1798. II P for Whit 
Ocm Kanyon, Eaq of Paal HalL Chief eh arch firm Nor 1774 till be we* toad* am 
Jortko of Cheater from 1780 to M»eh, KngHih paw Ha coaid no* hart «t far that 
1T84 { Attornay-Qmaral from April 1783, borough without tha mppoit of Lead Srdoay 
to llaich 1784 (urapt from Hay to Dan. who lad obtained may plaora Cor hk waftr 
1783) } thm Matter of tha BoD*} and, Jana, • Hr Bros had Totad In tha majority of 
1788 Chief Jtatlea of the Bug Baotfc. 158 to 49. Nor 29 1783, when Mr Flood 
1I.P fat Hindoo and than far Trajony from bad can* down tn cntform from th* Velan- 
Oot. 1780 to Jttn* ^788. t**r Contention, and, acting cndar their fa»- 

* EHnhath, Oocutea* Dowagar ConrwmlUa, atrootJena, had mu te l to bring to bfU far 
dan, of Charlea, 2nd Vkarant Towntbaod, h. ParQamentery Reform. 

1702, d. Dee. 9 1783} m. Nor 1732 Chaika, I Right Hon. Sir WlWem Aagnatoa PUt, 
fith Lord and lat Eari Corowalba. KJL, h. 172a, d. Jan. 29 1600 } m. Jon* 

Mary Tcrw na hwat, deter of Tbomaa, lrt 31 1783, Mary, dan. of Bawp* Smd Vla- 
rkeoant Sydney b. April 1 1735, d. April eauri How*. A General 1 Col«>«l let Dragoon 
13,1831. Sh* waa T*ry laaotlfnl } and her Gnardar andOoTamor of Portamonth. Cw 
picture, In th* dauwrtar f Ccrwedy waa mander-ia-Chkf In Inland from Feb. 1784 to 
painted by fflr JcriiiM RaynoLk, and k now Dac, 170L II. P for Wareham from Nor 
at FrorraL 1754 to Match, 1781, 

Ckrla Tawttaheod, brother of Mary • Gtntral, aftarward* Sbr Robert, Bloprr 
Townaheol, b. March 53, 1734 d. Acg 10 , KJL 5 Colonel 4th D ra goooa j d. Aty. 13, 
1799 From 1758 till hk death b* waa 180* na. Aog 8, 1755, Jan^ dan. af Chief 
Dcpoty T tiler of th* Eieberpwr and from Juatic* WHW*. Cannnandrr la Chief t 
boll Lag ih«t offlea got the name of Emh eqaar 1 Ltd rat and then tn Ilea gal, from Jane 
dark I politics be wa« alLtcfaal to Lwd 1785, to Pept 1780, when bt waj Wpei 
Look iofduUTL tadaj by lard Corn** lib. 

* Gaorj 4th \ acouat JIUdkton, b. bar 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lifut -Colonel Ross 
Dear Boss, Mansfield Street, Fob 17, 178-1 

Tilings remain as they were. The ministry determined not 
to resign, but willing to treat , the opposition determined to enter 
into no treaty till they have resigned I am told that a certain 
personage 1 wrote to the Dulce of Portland, 2 to express Ins desire of 
a firm and permanent admimstiation, and to desire him to meet 
l\ti Pitt, and that the answer was, that either the ministers must 
resign, or he must treat personally with that personage. You will 
not mention tins tall you hear more 

It seems very doubtful whether the House will not oblige Lord 
G-. Lennox to vacate Ins seat , 3 if so, there is an end of its being 
a military appointment The mass of the people aie ceitainly 
with the present mnnstiy, yet I do not see a possibility of going on 
until the present Parliament, and an union seems now totally out 
of the question j am ^ ^ 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 

DEAR Boss, Mansfield Street, Feb 23, 1784 

I have just received yours of the 18th , the Duke and Orde 
are gone, but Pitt is still here , I will see him, and unless I get 
the most explicit assurances from him that what you appiehend 
shall not happen, I will lose no time m applying to the Duke and 
to Orde 4 I did not see the Duke after Ins appointment, he was so 
beset by all sorts of people I have my serious apprehensions for 
lnm , lie has a good heart, but is hardly enough experienced in 
business for so ticklish a situation. The Duke has very unwisely 
taken over three or four boys of the Guards for aides-de-camp, 
which will be of great disservice to lnm, and can be of no use to 
them. 

On the whole, political matters bear a better appearance, the 

1 The King 1805 Elected Chancellor of Oxford in 1792 

2 William Henry, 3rd Duke of Portland, on Lord Guilford’s death M P forWeobley 
KG , b April 14, 1738, d Oct 30, 1809, from April, 1761, till he succeeded to the 
m Nov 8, 1776, Dorothy, dan of Wil- peerage, May 1, 1762 

liam, 4th Duke of Devonshire Lord Cham- 3 In order to decide the question, Mr 
berlain, July, 1765, to Dec 1766 , Lord- Steele moved, March 3, that the office of 
Lieutenant of Ireland, April to Sept 1782 , Constable of the Tower was not a military 
First Lord of the Treasury, April to Dec. office, which was negatived, as he intended, 
1783, and from March, 1807, till his death , and without a division 
Secretary of State, July, 1794, to July, 1801 , 4 See letter of March 8 

and then President of the Council to Jan 
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epint of the nation is ranged in favour of the present minister and 
it is ranch doubted whether tho House of Commons will venture 
in the present temper of the people to refuse the supplies. Pitt 
rises every day in character and estimation as to abilities, and he 
positively declared on Friday 1 night, m one of the best speeches 
that ever wna made, that he would not resign. I have not dined 
with or eeon m private the great personage* you inquire about, 
nor I believe, docs any one who votes os I do m abort, there is 
not a more violent Foil to than him m the kingdom. Lord South 
ompton* has been very ill, but m now recovered , his son Charles 4 
is in town, very idle I bob eve our friend George* is soon expected 
from Jamaica. I am, &a, 

COBWAI1LI8. 


Oirr friend G Darner* is grown a most violent party man m 
short, political animosities are at such a height, as to make it 
almost impossible to QKSOciato with thoee of the opposite party 


1 In th* debate oo an addiea*, mored Feb. 
SO by Mr Powya, ealltn^ on tha King t 
dlenla* hla minkttr*. Thera went two dirt- 
doaa i 107 to 177 and 177 to 158, In both 
ltr Pttt waa fa minority 
Tha Print* of Wales. 

* Charles, 1U Lord SouthAmptco — ao 
era* ted Oct. 17 1700 — rnnd*oc of Charter, 
2ad Duka of Grafton, U Jana -5, 1737 
d. March 21, 1 07; m. July 27 1758, 
Anar dsn. and eohatr af Admiral Sir Peter 
WarT*B. Groom of th* Bedchamber to 
Gaorg* U and Geoen* III. \ ke-Chamber 
lain to tha Qoeen. W hen tha Prinea of Wales 
ferrnad hla aatallsbmmt tn 1780, he waa 
mad* hi* Groom of th* Stola, and bald that 
afflea till h* death. A General and Cclooal 
of tha 3rd Dragoooa. 1LP far Orford, Barr 
Sc. Edmmdi, and The tford, from Dae. 1750 
to July 1780. 

* Deo. Chart** F f t x ro y 2nd aw cf tha 
abora j General, «nd CoUoe! Cth Regiment j 
b. Sept. 5, 1782, d. Oct. 18 1631 I to. Sap t. 

31 1818, EUtxa, dan. of ■ Barlow Eaq 

and widow of Cla Taring 'taraja, E*q It b 
well known that ba had prrrtooalr contracted 

elaadeatin* narria^a with th* Prince** 
Amelia, yatmreat dan of Georg* nL, who 
d. Kar 2, 1810 lie wa* for a tea- ti*j* 
Eeperry or Groom to Georg* IIL 

* IT on. Gaoeg* F trror afterward* ‘'oJ 
Lard Saatlrunptoo ; a liaot.-GroeT*] and 
Catoori 34th Ikjlmrat; b. Ang 7 1781 d. 
Jana 24 1810; m. l*t, Jtm* S3 1764 


Lama, dan. of the Hen. Fradrrirh Kepprl 
lUsbap of Exeter and 2nd, Dec. 1802, 
Fraaeea Dabella, dan. of Lord Hobart Sey 
moor Ha waa fbc asm* tim* Groom of tha 
Bedchamber to tha Prfnca of Wale*, if J* 
for Bory bt. Edmund* from March, 1764 to 
Jan. 1787 

• Han. Georg* Darner, afterward*. Fab 
13, 1708, 2nd and last Earl of Dorchester 
eldest aoo of Joseph, 1st Lord WO too, who 
waa mad* Eari of Dorchester May 15, 1 03 
Mr Damar am* b March 28, 1746, d 
March 6, 1806, unmarried Chief Seaa- 
tary in Ireland than Dao. l'TW to March, 
1705 H .P for CricUade, tha Anatrutber 
BofWTjha, Ikrchestrr and JIaltoa, from 
May 1768, till h* succeeded to th* Eari 
dom Fab. 13, 1708, In Inland, for Kaat, 
from Dee. 1704 to 1707 To fab abter. 
Lady Carolina Darner b* trft Ida «atmles and 
larg* monsien in Fark Lane which, on ae 
count af it* haring for many ymn aerar been 

3 med to *cd*+r era* called “ Mil to* Para* 
>« Lest.'* Oa It* alt* now rtanda th* rarf- 
denca rf Fh 8. Hdford. E«] MV Tha first 
Lord Daacherier ara* a near retatkn of Darner 
tha Elwa* of Ireland, who d. Joly 8 17*0, 
and oo sbwn Swift wrvta a aatirfcal poem, 

Knaw *11 EMw by (he## laeweata. l*atk tha 
T«aer 

Or ajortjaaa bath m iur« J (ba *o«] *f Ibaeri 
K* e raw httr I ■! ill tbowaand wettln* j 
Budawa hba tree* bi* frlw ai solar psoak. 
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Eaui, Cornwallis to Lii ut -Colon ll Ross 

DllAR JaOSSj Mansfield Street, March 3, 1784 

I lift's o just received j'oui letter of the 2Sth I shall be 
glad to do everything m my power to assist Bailhe, 1 but I have 
great doubts whether I can be of much use, Sir G Y — 2 is 
ignorant and important You will easily guess wiiat a personal 
application to him must cost • to give you a specimen , a dis- 

agreeable Irish blackguard, had been eight years m the 33id, he 

wished to exchange with Lieutenant , a very deserving young 

man, who was one of the 1 educed lieutenants, foi the legulated 
difference, the whole legiment wished it, the Colonel recommended 
it, and Sir G Y — refused it, because had not bought Not- 

withstanding this, ns I know the real concern you take m what 
affects Lord Ankerville, 3 * * 1 will bow lower to the official impoitance 
which I despise 

The Tower is this day decided to bo a military employment, 
and Lord George Lennox does not vacate Ins seat 

I must now tell you a dreadful story, winch I would not men- 
tion to you, if I did not wish you to observe on the occasion poor 

Lord , and if possible so to gam Ins confidence, as to be pei- 

liaps useful to lnm Lord * * * is totally rumed — past all ledemp- 

tion is now beset with bailiffs , Ins debts amount to more 

than 20,000Z, and I am told his estate m is sequestered 

What is to become of the pool girls, God only knows I fear even 
their clothes will be taken fiom them You will easily imagine 
what I feel on this occasion, yet any thing that I could offer would 
be useless to them, aud must be taken from wiiat I own to my 
own children. Little would it avail them, that I should sacrifice 
every peisonal consideiation for their sake, if I wus to pay for the 
follies of otheis out of their small fortunes I stiongly advise 
sending the young ladies down to the Dowager Lady ***, and I 
will freely pay the expense of their journey 

You will of course be discreet and secret on this subject , but I 

would have you, if possible, find out what Lord knows, and 

let me hear your opinion about the girls going to the Dowager, 
and what the country says about the estate 

They say the King and his ministers are stout, yet how the 
present Parliament can go on without a change of ministers, I can- 

1 Captain, afterwards Major, James Wil- 3 Sir George Yonge 

lmm Baillie, 7th Regiment Lord Cornwallis 8 David Ross, made a Loid of Session, 

succeeded in obtaining foi him, Maich 9, the Feb 1776, b 1727, d Ang 16, 1805 He 

appointment of Fort-Major of Fort Geoige, took the title of Lord Ankerville 

which he held till his death, Aug 16, 1805 
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not discover I know you will scold mo for not being at least more 
fnmiliar with ministers but I cannot bring mysolf to it and I see 
important fools every day taking the lead, and becoming men of 
consequence. I do not believe Lord T 1 and Mr P ever had any 
quarrel, and think that the former resigned because they would not 
dissolve the Parliament 1 may however be mistaken in tins, at 
present they are apparently friends. j am# 

OoKtnv ALLIS. 


pAHT. CoBJTWALLIS TO LlETT -COLOXEL ROSS. 

Dkab Boss, Umt&u stmt, lurch's lm 

G onoral Pitt has not only given me the most positive pro- 
miBo that no one should go over you m the 45th/ but the strongest 
assurances that if the Majority should become vacant, you should 
succeed to it I will give him a Memorandum before ho gooe, 
which wonld stop any application from the Lord Lientonant but I 
think, after Pitt s handsome behaviour it may perhaps be indelicate 
to wnte to the Lord Lieutenant at least I think I should feel it 

so if I was in Pitt s situation. I have not heard from these 

three months I believe he is angry with me for throwing cold 
water on his grievance that the brevet promotion came witlun 
three of him without including him. The House of Commons are 
this night attacking the advisers of the Kmgs last answer I 
suppose they will on this occasion have a majority but people very 
much doubt their carrying a short Mutiny Bill It is imagined that 
some of the military men will not vote for that measure. Lord 
Eglmgtoune* looks very well, but is not grown much soberer 
I am, my dear Boss, your most affectionate friend, 

Comnv ALLIS. 

Eaul Cobvwalus to Lieut -Colossi. Ro». 

Deal Ross, Toodiy Bijia, iiuch e itw 

The majority of one* lost night on Fox e representation to 
tlio K i n g has totally disconcerted the measures of opposition, and 

E*rl Tempi* pcofcwlJy ran* jwrlttmrnUry Job. 

1 Lkat.*C( 4 ood Him, thro unicr Ciptxta * Arehllwld 11 th E*H of EgUntec, » 
of th* 45 th, w« dwdnmi of ofctiini»£ the O«oml C*!anrl tnl D re/ oot u , BndOorerDor 
which in Util/ to Iwotd* rwwnt. of Edinburyh C**tl* | b. Mty 18 1 T 2 C A 
A th* rr^inunt *u *c th* lrt»h orta fa lli h - Oct. 30 , 1796 | jn. l«t, llireh 30 , 1 T 7 -, 
nwt, th* commadco* won rtrirtly Jwn, aUd of Ororc*, 16 th E*rl «f Crmw&fd | 

I »1 th* jwtmaj* of th* Lord LWitcmat, tod, Ao*. 9 17 S 3 , dox of Sir 

who to thU cat* wto* to km mfVd him- Will Luo Tvldn, D*rL, of Coydoc 1 U 1 L 
tdf *f hi* powtr m Ofj Drc. 31 17 S 4 C»p- Th* rramkn wm 191 to 190 . The 
t^ha rrtr DJy wm c*iftt*d t» th* lUjoritj — Utc Lori UomIjb, thro Rr J»nxi Enkio* 
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the Mutiny Bill this day met with no obstruction, so that Mackay’s 
heart may be at rest, fiom the strength of the regiments ni Scot- 
land, I tliink he could not have had much to feai. I do not appie- 
liend theie will be any dissolution till the summer, as it would be 
too late foi ministers after the election of a new Paihament to 
introduce any measures of consequence, and it is the mtention of 
opposition not to mteriupt the ordinal y business The ministry 
are tiiumphant, and if they manage their affans -with as much 
prudence and wisdom as they have hitherto done, they may keep 
then giound many years. Yours, &c , 

Coen wallis 

EARL CORXWALLrS TO LlEUT -COLONEL I? OSS 

DeAB BOSS, Mansfield Street, March 17, 1784 

I have just time to answer two or three of yom queries 
Lord Shelburne has had a most s'eveie fit of the gout foi these last 
two months, I believe longei , he is just beginning to crawl about 
Bos conveisation is friendly to the piesent administration, but I 
should apprehend that the support of a disappointed minister is 
even more precarious than the voice of the people Fox 1 is just 
gone to his legunent I have seen him very often , he acquitted 
lnmself vastly well m his command at Halifax, and is as much 
attached as ever to his profession, and is no politician I know not 
what to say about the dissolution of Paihament, it must eithei 
happen before Easter or not till Midsummer I am inclined stall 
to think the latter, but it is very uncertain j arQ) 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 


DEAE BOSS, Mansfield Street, Apnl 5, 1784 

I returned last night horn Biome, having chose Generals 
Philkpson and Bathurst 2 My brothei was pressed by Lord Howe 


and whipper-in for the Opposition, told the 
editoi that early in the evening it was ascer- 
tained that the majority, either way, turned 
upon the vote of Elwes the miser, then M P 
for Berks , and it x\as not till just before the 
division that Sir James could elicit from him 
his intentions 

1 Hon Colonel Fox, afterwards General the 
Right Hon Henry Fox, Colonel 10th Regi- 
ment, youngei son of Henry, 1st Lord Holland, 
b March 4, 1755, d July 18, 1811 , m 
Nov 14, 1786, Marianne, dau of William 


Clayton, Esq , of Harleyford He was Go- 
vernor of Minorca from 1795 to 1802, 
Commander-in-Chief m the Mediterranean 
from Jan 1801 to Feb 1808, and m Ii eland 
from May to Nov 1803 

2 Major-General, afterwards General, Peter 
Bathurst, b Jan 8, 1723, d Dec 20, 
1801 , m Elizabeth, dan of George Evelyn, 
Esq , of Nutfield M P for Eye, Apnl, 
1784, to June, 1790, and Sept 1792, to 
Oct. 1795 
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to stand far Portsmouth, 1 * * where Government was in great danger 
of being beat, and it was thought his n a m e and character would be 
of great use. I was very unwilling to part with my brother from 
Eye, and greatly at a loes whom to recommend. I had only an hour 
allowed me to decide, and I think I have choean well, as Bathurst 
is a man of great honour, perfectly independent both in mind and 
fortune, and an eager and zealous friend to Mr Pitt. 

Poor Brome has had a violent cough, with some fever and im 
tation on his breast they were obliged to bleed him two or three 
times, and lay on two or three blisters withm the week. He is 
now recovering very fast but I am so disturbed at these frequent 
attacks, that I have determined to send him for one year to Hr 
Wakeham,* and then, if he appears quite strong, to let him return 
to Eton. 

The elections have gone very favourably to ministers. Poor 
Mr 0 Townahend* has lost his for Yarmouth. Fox is m groat 
jeopardy This day s poll is — 

Hood 3202 

"Wray 4 20S5 

Fox 2868 

This day was the great push. It is juet eleven. 

Yours ever 

COHNWAUJLR 


Earl Cohhwallh to Lieut -Colotel Roas. 

DeAB Boss, Manafiek! Strwt, April 9 1784 

J-he Min istry prevail m elections, the triumph m Yorkshire * 
is a great ono my neighbour Bit C Bunbury* is turned out of the 


1 Admiral CcnnQli and Sir IL Frth*r 
ttfihaogh «n« Trianxd, llr Enklo* de- 
feated. 

* n*r Dr Wtkriuwn I'.ectar of Iofbam 
pariih CnJ ford, b. Feb. *7 1733, 

d. Dej, 5 1838 

31 TV* member* rrtnroed wet* Decry 
B*anf*r and Sir John Jerri*, after 

a »rd* Lard H. \ faceat 

M Od3 Wray, IUrt. b. 1735 d. J*n 

10 1603 | m. Esther da of Sam- 

mrr*, L*q M P fee Ertfprd frtan Way 
1708 to Joly 1760 and fo We»tmia-ter 
fm* J no*, ru, t* March, 1 84 II «« 
»* «f vW rlrtiro* of tb* SjIIWI *»1 Pra- 
haUonjjy Ole*. 

W WUlrriWco awl Ur Henry IHio- 


eembe » er* retrained W Fdjainb* th* lata 
member n*chnr *f Sir Oecrje Sarflle and 
Mr Vi edl ril, rattling wllboot ■* cnnterL In 
Mr U'llberforca Lit# K V *aJd tb pro- 
mt*-* wtt* 11,173 to 2310} tb* wb*erfptIoc 
18, (TOt, and »ot 50001, rpeoL 

Sir Clmtea Do bery 6th Barooat, V. 
11 y 1740, d. March 31 1831 1 m. Jon* 2, 
17C3, Sarah, dan. *f Cbarioa, 2 nd Dnka *f 
nkhnead, to wbotn Gecrya III nil ttrj^waed 
to hare Iren attached, blr Charle* wa* crlr- 
brated for hi rktorte* co th* t rf. Th* 
comber* at tlda eUctk* arrra-— 

Sir Job Ron* 1033 

W Orirby 1-83 

Mr C lkinbory TJt> 
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comity of Suffolk, and I tlunk it probable that Mr Coke, 1 a violent 
Foxite, w ill share the same fate in Noifolk 

I enclose to you a paper at the request of Captain Byrd, 2 who 
thinks that you can state a clear account of Mrs. Byrd's demand 
to he laid befoie the Tieasury I do not myself believe that she 
has now any chance of obtaining what is so justly due to her, and 
what Sir Henry has m reality defrauded her of, at the expense of a 
breach of Ins positive promise That worthy knight has quarrelled 
with his friend the Duke of Newcastle, 3 and is left out of the new 
Paihament, and I hear he is going to travel for two or tlnee years 
Grant is disappointed of a seat in Parhament, which he was fool 
enough to nisli to obtain at the expense of 25001 Taxleton 4 is 
now standing a poll foi Liverpool I saw Geoige Hanger 5 * to-day, 
he has settled Ins affairs, and tells me he lias between 400 1 and 
500Z to live on. The Duchess of Devonshire G is indefatigable m 
her canvass for Pox, she was m the most blackguard houses m 
Long Acre by eight o’clock tins morning* Fox is, however, 2S8 
behind Sn* Cecil Wray, notwithstanding the assistance of the 
Duchess, and Mrs Bouvene, 7 and Mrs Robinson, 8 and many other 
fair canvassers 9 I had a letter from Yorke 10 to-day m good spirits, 


1 Thomas William Coke, created Earl of 
Leicester, Aug 12, 1837, b May 4, 1752, 
d June 30, 1842, m 1st, Oct 5, 1775, 
Jane, dau of James Dutton, Esq , and sister 
of James, 1st Lord Sherborne , 2nd, Feb 26, 
1822, Anne, dau of William, 4th Earl of 
Albemarfe Sir Edw ard Astley, the old mem- 
ber, and Sir John Wodehouse, afterwards the 
1st Loid Wodehouse, came m without a con- 
test Mr Coke was 51 P for Norfolk from 
51ay, 1777, to Dec 1832, except in the Par- 
liament of 1784, and in that of 1806, when 
he sat for the town of Derby, having been 
turned out of the county on petition 

2 Captain Byrd was son of a Mrs Byrd, 
who had rendered essential services to Lord 
Cornwallis in his American campaigns Lord 
Cornwallis, when in India, renewed his ap- 
plication on his behalf 

3 Henry, 2nd Dnke of Newcastle-under- 
Lme, b April 20, 1720, d Feb 22, 1794, 
m Oct 16, 1744, Catherine, dau and coheir 
ot the Right Hon Henry Pelham, the minister 
Lord of the Bedchamber to George II , and 
afterwaids to George HI , till 1762 He held 
two great patent sinecures, Comptroller of 
Customs, and Auditor of the Exchequei Sir 
Henry Clinton had sat for Newark in the 
pieceding Parliament 

4 He was defeated The numbers were — 

5Ir Bamber Gascoyne 959 

Lord Penryhn 855 

Colonel Tarleton 844 


* Hon George Hangei, afterwards, Dec 
11, 1814, 4th and last Lord Coleraine, a 
5Injor-General, b 1751, d 5Iarch 31, 1824, 
unmarried A personal friend of the Prince 
of Wales, and attached to his household He 
w is a very eccentric character, and would 
never assume his title 

c Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire, wife of 
William 4th Duke, dan of John 1st Earl 
Spencer , b June 7, 1757, d March 30, 1806, 
m June 5, 1774 

7 Henrietta, dau of Sir Everard Faulkener, 
KB , b Feb 12, 1750, d Nov 17, 1825, 
m 1st, June 30, 1762, Hon Edward Bou- 
vene, and 2nd, Oct. 2, 1811, Lord Robert 
Spencer 

8 Alary Darby, b Nov 27, 1758, d Dec 

29, 1800, m Apnl 12, 1775, Robinson, 

an attorney’s clerk. When acting Perdita (by 
which name she was afterwards generally 
known), Dec 3, 1779, she attracted the at- 
tention of the Piince of Wales, with whom 
she hied for some time In 1799 she under- 
took the poetical part of the 5Iorning Post 

9 After 40 days’ polling the election ter- 
minated May 16 , it began April 1 The 
numbers were — 

Lord Hood 6694 

5Ir Fox . 6234 

Sir Cecil Wray 5998 

Till the close of the 23id day Sn Cecil had a 
minority 

Lieut -Colonel, afterwards Colonel Yorke, 
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and giving a mo*t excellent account of tho nppcaranco and dt«Kn- 
plino of tiro 33rtL I am, ic 

Cornwallis. 

Eicl CotxwAixa to LnxT -C olonel Ross 

DEAR Cnlfofd, M j P 1 81 

I received about tlirco weeks ago a letter by express from 
Lord Svdnoy saving tlmt Government liad determined to send o 
IJeuL-Gencml immediately to Madras, but that whoever went was 
to bo taught to expect n Commander m -Chief soon after him. Ho 
a bed my opinion of Slopcr as tho LicuL-Genernl and wished to 
know my sentiments as to tho command m-chlof whenever tlint 
appointment should bo agitated in ConncIL I sent htm n land 
answer tlianldng lum for his attention to me I told ldra I did not 
know cnougli of ‘doper to bo able to glvo an opinion about him 
but as the resolution was taken to semi a LieuL-Gencml I must 
fro ly own that I could not point out a proper one In regard to 
myvlf I said tliat since I Imd turned my thoughts to Indian mat 
t* r<, I Imd never sein tho military command thcro in a favcmmblo 
light and tlint if an an.sw* r was to !>e given by tho return of tiro 
in “■♦njir I should certainly beg to l*o permitted to decline It 
but if it was a matt* r of future disco Ion, and that no appointment 
was immediately to tnko pine* I sliould when I canio to town talk 
th matt r fully or* r with him Uforo 1 gave n final answer I now 
fin ! it n j ri^l all over the kingdom tlint I nm to go, and am dally 
p* tend with Utters nl out it This is all I know alrout tho matti r 
on 1 I«»>nl Mdn y said ro much nlsmt Kcjvrv that I was afraid to 
writ* t » sou I y the j vt but as joq lmu lunrd so mucli, I could 
Is no 1 »ng*-r m 1 nt to nm. 

Tlio nun I turn it in mj min*l tb h-ss inclmnta n I ful to 
nuhiloli it Is* r* fi 11 f r i xtra* nlmary military rrjmtnti n 
m 1 it aj j -irs to m in rury light dang* nnu to the gn nt M 

d -"ne i , olen l in mv chi! bn n and « ter} n mf rt * n this si le 

llm gran to «juarx. 1 with lb Snjnm t o*rnm nt in In Iw 
'lit i r it rm I tin! tlmt 1 Imsr n< ill r j i*i r to m* 1 1 
tl f * r o n*-*-t a! ti«.M mi I finallr I > run tiro n k i f Is 

I U Ir sr t-al 1% an 1 I mg tit gnro* I t nil rt rmtr wM b 

fe i» si I I r -a I « f tl rjr lattl -» nj j -nr* n wrj j n 1 m! !** 

S V 1 1 i t J K < / J.V, J fr-ll-lH/l j t 

r t i„ i v t m - t * r rw s t - if t •-! w—*— 

t I u I t -i. rt IN i*aj n « 
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tiling to happen — I cmmot. sco, m' opposition to tins, great, renown 
and bullmnt fortune. . 

I had a lcttci fiom llnldano tlio oilier day in tolemblo spnits, 
and peifectly satisfied with a conversation that I lmd w ith the 
Duke of Richmond about, linn Ho lias maikcd a map with our 
march for Faden.' and sent, an explanation with it. I do not quito 
like the explanation, but it is a dehcato tlimg for me to liavo any 
hand m it, as I liavo no inclination again to commence author 
Adieu, my deai Foss Cornwallis 


Eaul Cornwallis 10 Ln in’ -Colom l boss 

Dear Foss, Mansfield street, Mnj 25, 1734 

I attended Lord Sydney to-day at his desne; he put tho 
question to me again about. India, and I answerod neaily as before , 
baton my laying particular stress on tho circumsciibed power of the 
Military command without the Civil, I10 said lie was sure Mi Fitt 
would wish to give mo both. I told linn that I could not think 
of it with plensuie, that it did not agieo with my favouiito passion, 
but tlint as soon ns their plan was digested and put into an intelli- 
gible form (which by his conveisation I should think was not 111 
much foi waidness), I would considei whcthei I could undertnko it 
wutli any degree of safety foi myself, 01 appeaiance of utility to 
tho public, and if that should be the case, I might peihnps bo 
induced to sacrifice eveiy piospect of comfort and happiness m this 
woild, to the sei vice of my country and the advantage of my 
family I said that I feaied our opposition to Fox’s Bill, and 
clamoui about charteied lights, would tie tho hands of Government 
very much in regaid to tho Company. Lord S. says, and mdoed 
I have heard from othei hands, that the Company me desnous of 
my going, but I feel how piecaiious thou favour must be. In 
short my mmd is much agitated 'I can come to no resolution till 
I Imow the plan , yet inclination cues out eveiy moment, Do not 
think of it, reject all offers , why should you volunteei plague 
and misery ? duty then whispers, You are not sent heie meiely to 
please yourself , the wisdom of Piovidenee has thought fit to put 
an insuperable bai to any gicat degiee of happiness, can you toll, 
if you stay at home, that the loss of youi son, or some hoavy 
calamity, may not plunge you in the deepest despan ? try to bo 
of some use , serve youi country and your friends , your confined 
circumstances do not allow you to contubute to the happiness of 

1 Faden was tho principal mapscllei at tlmt time, his piemis.es me now occupied b) WjlJ 
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oth rs bv gcnerOHty and extensive elurntr take the means 'wluclt 
God is willing to put into vonr hands. 

I havo liad a lon^ and friendly conversation with Mnekay ho 
p'enw to tlunh himself sure of getting some appointment, either 
Major of Brigade or Vsnstant Ydjutant-GeneraL I ofllred to speak 
to Fawcett, but lie earned rather to wish mo not to do it. Ho 
in Hts tliat I sliall go to India, ami sap bis friends nt the India 
!Ion«o a rare him of it lro denied mo to giro lum carlv notice 
if it took place as ho made no doubt of vour going with mo 
I told him tliat was mO't ccrtnm, and promised if I should l>o 
npj'ointod not onlv to pro him tho earliest notice but u*o every 
me ins in mv power to procure him tho recommendation of tlio 
Dijmtv \djutant-CeneraL I think bv the means of hawettt I 
nml 1 cn llv camr tliat point for lum with tho King nnd it would 
nl me of my cnpoguncnts t} the 'Major \ft« r all I have Mid 
I ran linnllv think the India bn mess will como in such n shaj»e 
as t m 1 hg? me to accept. I will howevi r, give mr n a.«on as free 
•-■t i n [ * 11 to art, lrv l ldlv cotnl*itmg mv passions and hopo 
Iihnlldvil firtliel^t I h ft r x on to tin nowKpajHiw 

f th tnomjliant dm i mi in tho Hotm of Cora mi ns.' 

\ ours. A.c 

< tmswxuts 


} *rL O R1W1UH TO l lift -C lesii, Hjvi 
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succeeding to lus government — tins Mould lie to me ease and 
affluence Tlicie has been a little )ealousy and misnudei standing 
between Lord Law-don 1 and Pitt I have been the negotiatoi, 
they aie now fast fueuds, and both think themselves obliged to me 
Sn Hem y has printed auotkei pamphlet, and cnculated it 
amongst lus friends, but he has not yet published it A copy w r as 
sent to me It is a lettei to the Commissioner of Accounts, 
nccusmg them of want of candoui and justice m not examining him, 
as they did me and Sir W How e, and observing that I assumed a 
merit to myself which was not due to me, by my Ordeis of the 23id 
of Decembei, 2 17S0, as far as they rcgaided the Commissary- 
Genei al’s department, as the appointment of Commissaries of Cap- 
tmes was first made by lum, and that if I had seen lus Oideis 
obeyed, my Order would have been unnecessary I believe you 
recollect at whose instigation lus Order was given It is not w'oith 
any seuous notice, jieihaps I may send it to yon He talked toi 
near three hours to the Commissioners of Accounts on the opera- 
tions of the War, anaigned my military conduct, repeated every- 
thing that he said m his formei pamphlet lelative to the maich 
into Virginia and the post of Yorktown, and concluded by saying 
that if lus plans had been adopted m time (foi he said they w r eie 
at last), America would have been now at oui feet I trust that 
you will easily believe that I shall enter into no India engage- 

ments I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 

P S. — I am as usual pestered to death eveiy morning by 
wretched starving loyalists 

1718, d Oct 22, 1784, m May 7, 1751, 

Elizabeth, dau of John, 1st Earl Gower 
A General , Colonel 14th Regiment , Mnster 
of the Horse to the Queen fiom 1770 to lus 
death MP for Orford, Nor 1747, then 
for Newcastle-under-Lme to Eov 1768 His- 
mother, the Dowager Countess, m Sept. 6, 

1766, HKH William Henry, Duke of Glou- 
cester Hisgo\ erameut of Plymouth, alluded 
to "above, was given to Lord George Lennox 
1 There are no papei's in the possession of 
the Editor which throw any light on this 
a'lusion 

- “ Head-quarters Wvnncsborougli, 

Dec. 23, 1780 

“ As I consider myself a steward for the 
public money expended by the troops under 


my command, I think mjself bound, by the 
duty I owe my country, to regulate the 
charges to be made by the difleient depart- 
ments 

“ The Commissaiy-General is not to charge 
Government for the complete ration delivered 
to the soldiei , unless such ration is supplied 
from the stores sent from England When- 
ever he delivers to them fresh provisions, he 
must only charge to them the real amount 
of what lie pays for the cattle, for which the 
receipts of the inhabitants will be his \ outliers 
The same rule must he strictly observed in 
the delivery of flour and Indian meal ” 

In this pampldet bn Henry prints some of 
his own orders, which by no means justified 
his assertions 
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Earl Cortwalus to Lnxrr -Colonel Rocs. 

DeATI Ross, JImfidJ Strut, Jna* 1 1 M 

Public business always goes on very slowlv Tho Smuggling 
Bill 1 is to bo brought in to-day Iso timo is fixed for the Budget 
and Taxes so that if nn\ India Bill is to bo brought in, it must 
como very late, and I think that a sufficient attendance cannot bo 
procured to carry it through with dcccncv I hnvo heard nothing 
more since I wroto last I told Lord Sydncj that I should go out 
of town the latter ornl of the week leaving my proxy and that if 
ho liad anything material to say to mo I would como up on his 
sending for me. Slopcr tolls me that tho Company haro refused 
to comply with tho terms which Lord S proposed to him, and to 
which ho acceded, particularly tho prom iso of n letter of semco as 
Lieut-Gcnernk Tins does not look liko n sufficient agreement 
between tho Company and Administration to produce any proper 
establishment for tho Last I stfil hold tho snmo sentiments and 
am prepared for tho sacrifice if safe and honourable at tho same 
timo 1 cannot help wishing that it may not Itappcn. Medows* 
breakfasted with mo this morning bo told mo ho would go with 
mo to tlio East Indies. Fox says tho Kime. Thorc cannot bo two 
general officers m tho semco whom on every account I could moro 
earnestly wish to liavc with mo titan Mcdows and Fox. God 
knows how it will turn out. \ou know my sentiments on Ixrnl S 
as a man of business. 

I do not Wlievo there is any foundation for your reports of 
dinuons in tlio Cabinet. 

Our last accounts of poor Brodnck aro very alarming indeed 
I bavt scarce any Iwpos of ever seeing him. I havo had another 
friendly conversation with Mockay ho is possf-wod with the idea 
of my pang t« India, and luvi rvcomrmmh^d to my pmti'clion, but 
not tn m) faimlr a uopWw of his, tho cluef of bis fumil> * whom 
ho int mli to w nd out to tlunt countrv I Where Ids Idea of mr 

* T\ tl* 1 -t l«-r lvn • 1>- c ran- fart Vinw,l, IV- 31 1733 i \ J | 
Ut>-n n,*- Ul~»l lu klr c ! fc HU; h 11 j ft IT Ah tj«v 

rtrrwl MU* In--*** ts*1 fria fM rl IfurKtVn ** [ 

!*■"» 1* u«- U »■ "I *M 1 * 1^*1 U TtW (*'*-'•«() ii-li 1 c raM»W- 

*» tJ rr t fu. Uif*n 1 iU nrit. Ii-CTW ta |r*LM fnn Jnu, | u|t>»r 
Hi l*S *- SI > h f *1 i 1 X 

» ** uw !(■* r- < >) TT-» CW r |}« )M n U Ll* I'M 

-f S. *• / )P.*.|~~ll_ £ \ \ C w *m II U 4 l Tj *L» 

II *** TV, 4 17 v 1 ^"»I ( *t* ^ lM 4*1 Ju t > l*rt tL» 

V»1 \ *»\ -*Ul 1~* 1 tV »rul L V* Mw »}• 

*c< : T r—t t U L-* w*^ T l 0 r*4llJ-*|W|| 

rt **• I I v. L Um t > Ml »U« U«V* f L W- 

M 4 JV«Kt *^wr»l *-w- TIN 1*1 1 r 

r — l,'.t 1 , if Irt 
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going fo India prevents his pressing the business of nn Assistant to 
your Staff, but I do not know how to help it, ns ho shoved a gi eat 
disinclination fo my speaking fo Fawcett on flic subject. 

I am, A'C , 

COKXV ALLIS 

PS — Mnekny has promised flint on my notifying to Imn a 
probability of my going to India, lie mil give lea\o to you to go 
north or south, n*> you please 

Emu. Consv vli.b to Lieut.-Coioni i. ltoss 

Dn\U lto^s, Culfonl, Aug 4, 1784 

I this day rcccned a letter from Lord Sydney, a copy of 
which I enclose with my auswer 

I hoi e too good nn opinion of y our good sense and judgment 
not to be rery anxious to hear yonr sentiments on what I have 
done , I know you will gi\e them freely. If you have not seen the 
Bill, it may be necessary fo liifonn you tlmt the Commander-m- 
Chief lias no more military patronage than any other member of 
the Council, and even the Council are tied down to givo every 
promotion according to seniority', unless on some very extraordinary 
occasions, when they are to enter their reasons for deviating from 
that rule , and if those reasons are not approved of, the appoint- 
ment is to be void I cannot tlimk by Lord Sydney’s letter 
that Ministry have an idea of my proposing my r self for anything, 
and even if there were more desirable situations it would be an 
awkward thing enough to do Wishing as I do not to go, I am 
afraid of my inclination so far getting the bettei of my duty 7 , as to 
make me hang hack too much. I trust however that I have not 

d° ne Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis 


Lord Sydney to Emu. Cornwallis 

[Private ] 

My DEAR Lord, London, Ang 3, 17 84 

I enclose to you the East India Bill, wduch will go to the 
Committee to-morrow If there should appear m it any situation 
that would be agreeable to you, I am persuaded that you might 
command it. The East India Company are leally desnous to trust 
their affairs to you , and I need not say that the Ministry go at 
least as far, if not still farther beyond them The Bill will be m 

n 2 
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tho Ctfmmittco to-morrow but I do not suppose that it will I»e 
materially altered, if at alL 

There is an account just arrived of a pence with Tippoo Sail*.* 
Tins is nn entirely pnvnto letter, and von will lmvo tlie goodness 
to consider it as such, and answer mo accordingly Whatovi r you 
do not wish to linvo comronmcatcd to others slrnll remain a secret 
with mo. j am 

Svdncv 


Earl Coiutwalus to Lotto Stoxet 
Mr dear Lord cuiforo, \^4 its j 

Ilowover m\ mclination might lead mo td wish fur n tire- 
meat nflor tho vexations and disappointments I experienced on tho 
unfortnnnto Borneo in which I linvo been engnged, vet if it 
appeared to mo at any timo tlrnt there could bo a hope tlwt m\ 
poor abilities would bo useful to nn countrj no consideration of 
personal convonie nco or safet\ should induce me to shrink from It 
\\ ith great diflldcnco of m) being cejunl to tbo arduous to k I 
accepted tho proposal made to rue by I^onl Pltoll umo nltlioii r h 1 
doulrtod much whether I could do it 1 «ns tcnsiblo that with the 
power intended to bo lodged in the person who was to be both 
Lovt rnor-Ccncral and Comnmndi r in-Cln* f much was to Im done 
Tho cirrura tancos of tho tunes liavi mnde it necessary to clump, 
tlrnt system. I feel mvself much flntt* red with tho p»od opinion 
and confidence of tlto Ln t India Comj>an\ and am im^t gmt» fully 
sensible of the good disposition of tin Mimstn towards me 1 
should howover lnnhi hut nu ill n turn to tin ir attention to me tf 
I mined at any situation in India in whuli I did not think that 
I could ntinlh tin nL If I fought for tin | lari of 

Covi rnord « ncral I Itmild n >t onl\ nhindon a pmfe mn to winch 
I hnv* from m\ vonth wlmlL turn *d m\ thoughts, mid I > which 1 
Inv( hitln rto KUTillctd i Terr con 1 1 ration of n Ivnntnge on I hn|»* 
pmo* hut I shoutd f 1 mvs» If in comj tilnm with ‘om«’ j r- a 
wit w 1ml its of 1 miners would rend r luui mu h m n j n j r f t 
tin ofH s tlmn tn\s If I will I* il ■* mn tlut tl^ nnu\ n a 
faimint j -a i m an 1 tlrnt I rnim t pi it ujv Ihit nfl rn kn * 

l l'ung tn\ J n hi ti n f r th inilitan 1m I cntin t uti 1 rt-iL»» 

th«* i mtnanl in 1h1l\ \ hi, ronrin 1 tlwt in tl | r> ** nt ntuiin 
htiI l it (Lit i at * f th t trmnnl r in ( hi f will nt | r « r 

j ito i np nu (^ir-r r» til l n ith r^. tra liM 1 mw If t t f 

tnllr ktic thidl ’k I a: i 

( M llll 

A f t r< t |rt H “'-'I V II 
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] )i *.n Ko-s r t <• i * i". itm 

( ' uuplndl ' m < < r t jiijK to h< ( ’ommnnd* 1 in-( hi. I in Hi ngnl 
frn nd Jv>rd S i- in n -i ru]« i d> >ut Mop* i, Aft* r waiting nhonf 
>-i\* nmnlh 1 * ', i v n dn\ . \p< < tiny; hm appointin' nt, In* has found nut 
th it tin* Minikin lmi 1 imu rt< ummendt (1 lmn to the Jhri rim-. 

] tmd, houe\ i r tint In will Milamt to go t<» ooimnmul on the Coro- 
m imh 1 coa-t, although Campbell should )in\e n ('oimni'-Mon of 
(Jnmr.il in command m ehmi in India, hut 1 do not hcheno the) 
inti ml tlmt In' should go nt nil denis- is in lime* tho naval com- 
mand, hut I know nothing of the end arrangements I nm now in 
the middle of the hum and hustle of my month 3 at JJromo, winch 
is not the plensank sf m the veur 

Phillipson is va^th well, hut T think lie glows much deafer, and 
he has most provokingl) left all Ins ti limpets m London, which is 
land upon me m om tetes-a-tete 


1 Sir Ajcliibahl CsidjiIk-H Jle \n< made 
flooninr of Mndrns, mid Sj r JI f>lojK*r ulti- 
in ltd j C'omimndf r-in-Clw f in l!pnj;il 

1 Sir lolm Teno, K II, creiled Fail of 
st \ incuit, Mn\ 27, 1 707, b Inn 19, 17 34, 
d M lidi 1 I, 1823, m lum r >, 178 I, Martin, 

(Liu of( lu«f Jurtio J’irkei M I’ foi 1 11111 - 


cedon, Tnn 1783, to 1781, then Yarmouth, 
Noifolk, to 1790, thou Wicombe, to Inn 
1794 Sir Audi c\\ Mitchell wns ultimate!) 
npjwmted to t Ins rommnnd 

J I oisl Corm\nllis kept nlmo-t open bouse 
foi nlxiut n month c\er) )e-ir nt lliomc, to 
maintain bis J’mlnmenfnr) mfluenrc nt L)c 
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I look on Ireland as gone and I do not think that in tho pre- 
sent temper and circumstances of this country wo shall take on) 
vigorous step to bring them to then- senses. 1 

I understand that Lord Enston* is certainly to marry Lady Mona 
^ aldegrave,* which will bo a blessed ovent for our fnend Chewton, 
and toko almost all euro from his shoulders. I cannot behoro tho 
story nbont tho Lord Lieutenant 4 throwing -tho glass of wine If 
tlicro is nnv foundation for it it must haro been In some joko or 
accident I fear my good accounts of Lady Chatham were prema 
tore. I do not find that sho mends at all and I fear thcro are no 
hopes of her Toor girl, how short was her hour of happiness 1 
My chil dren aro to be hero on Saturday next My brother 
\\ fllrnm has lind a smart fit of tho gout it is a little hard with 
lits diet If you haro tho samo weather that wo have had for thoso 
last throe weeks, you will seo tho northern counties to great ail 
vantage. I am, dear Lows, yours. Arc., 

Cons waixis. 

Eaw. CoaxwxLUs to Ltm -Colo vo. Row 

MjvJkll Slrrrt, V«r a, ITS* 

I never before, my dear Ross, sot down with rognt to wnto 
to you. It gnovea mo to think of tho concern this letter will gtro 
)ou, hut you must hear tho story 

I told you I thought myself sure orl>»rd \\ aldegroro * Govern 
ment. I hml, when 1 resigned the Tower told tho h— that, witli- 
out interfering with hu arrangements, I should thankfully receive 
an) mark of his favour in the lino of m> prof v *uon to which ho 
might tlunk my somcew might pro mo pn tension, or words to that 
cfT ct. II is answer was that nobody was nearer to lus heart- A few 
davs nftrr my n tnrn to Culf ml, after my roignatnm I rrcciTcd a 
letter from I-rml Fvdner making the str©nge->t prof - ions < f frt nd 
ship in tin name of the Vtlmms tralmn, anil saving tlul therwi h«l 
they could ofT t me anything tliat I t»i uld take I again pnswrrrd 
tint my wj Ill’s wi-rt a nfin^d to my j rof ••sum, Ac \c In n con 

• TV, »n tjtcwi (— i_ i |TH V rt*. I Jiw *»-l TaA WuU 

I-, V»l— .V r u * I I *— O* K -s- r-, ur TVUl V -i HU v. 

U*4«.*M| l y <m L3 -OC < )t k, 1TM l «r I t>-, f |\* l ***• r J 

I A c i'l , Jrvlta if* l— l* / "Hi l_ I 1 I*. 

I l* [i i— %Wy r** m 111 * |*1 Vi/rll»lUr l* • 11 Hit 

X\ -~r-* — TV} ) « VU | n 14 1 I I- Hr* lu f < ' l*rl 

I** m »V l»< r , ’«H r> I *—*, I n I- »•— <1 M •IV*V« " L*l 

I'/rLUI^I J4 »— •« ». I'Ll IjAU 

♦ I — 1 f J •*’•*! *S * *-*r» L- Tv* t ** I »f 1 -* • «- ^ r * 

VyVll Hit Ml l Wt kli *-< k f ** « » 

II t « I l*H m \ t-i U 
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versation I had -with him m May or June, about the East Indies, I 
said that I by no means wished to go , that I did not think myself 
at liberty to refuse any situation m which I thought I could bo 
useful with safety and honour to myself, but that I had much lather 
stay at home ; that although I was pool, I could live on a little, 
and that I thought I had pretensions m the hue of my profession 
to winch he answered, “ Nobody more, and the K — thinks it a shame 
that you and Sn G Carleton have not better military appointments ” 
I know you will say, why did you not ask foi Plymouth then ? I 
answer, because I acted from the heart and not from the head I 
knew what I had done for both E — and Ministry , I thought they 
felt it as I did , and I thought it ratkei indelicate, after what had 
passed, to ask for anything specific. 

When I heard at Culford of Lord W.’s death, I again thought 
it indelicate to post up to town, trusting to the friendship of the 
highest powers, and bemg convinced that I should hear from one 
or other before anything but the Guards was disposed of, besides 
Lord Chatham was at that time with me, which would have made 
it particularly awkward I, like Falstaff, expected every minute 
to be sent for till I saw Lord G. L 5 s name m the Gazette for Ply- 
mouth. I then thought it time to come to town, especially as 
I was summoned on a court martial 1 to meet m a few days I 
arrived in town last night, and saw Lord Percy’s 2 name m the 
Gazette for the Grenadiers This morning I went to Lord Sydney, 
and asked him whether my name had ever been brought m ques- 
tion as to the succession of any part of the military promotions 
He said that to be sure my name had been mentioned, and stam- 
mered. He then said that Lord G L had a sort of a promise of 
Plymouth, and that it was not thought that I should like the 
Grenadiers should I have liked them ? I bid bun say what he 
had to say, and I would answer him He seemed to have no thin g 
more to say , I then said that if Lord G L ’s mili tary pretensions 
were so much stronger than mme, or that the Duke of Kickmond 

1 On Colonel Debbieg of the Engineers, who 1779, Frances, dau of Peter Burrell, Esq of 

was tned for having written several improper Beckenham, and sister of Peter 1st Lord 
letters to the Duke of Richmond, the Master- Gwydyr The military appointment men- 
General of the Ordnance, and for char ging boned in the text was his nomination to be 
him with partiality He was found guilty of Captain and Colonel of the 2nd Troop of 
all the charges, sentenced to be reprumnded, Hoi’se Grenadier Guards, afterwards, June 
and ordered to apologize to the Dnke Lord 25, 1788, made the 2nd Regt of Life Guards 
Howard de Walden was the president of the The Duke was made Colonel of the Blues, 
Court Dec 30, 1806, hut resigned in a pique Dec. 

2 Hugh, Earl Percy, afterwards, June 6, 1812, and that Regt. v. as gn cn to the Duke 

1786, 2nd Duke of Northumberland, KG, of Wellington Lord Percy was M P for 
and a General , b Aug 28, 1742, d Jnlv 10, Westminster from May, 1768, fill he became 
1817, m 1st, Juh 2, 1764, Anne, dau of Baron Percy on the death of his mothci, Dec 
John 3rd Kail of Bute, md, 2nd, Maj 25, 5, 1776 
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was bo powcrfnl that their caprices were at all events to bo grati 
fled, that I most submit although I could not conceivo what pur 
poso it could nnswor to Lord G L to exehango from tho Tower 
that ns to the Grenadiers, though I should hare been much disap- 
pointed at nothing else being- offered to me, there appeared so littlo 
chance of anything falling m tho military lino that I should pro- 
bably have accepted them but that what hurt me most was tho 
contompt and neglect with which I had been treated IIo then 
told mo thnt Lord G L. had not erven asked for Hymouth but 
that the Ministry had offered it bocauae thoy wanted tho Tower for 
another arrangomont, but that the K. wantod to give Plymouth 
to Lord TownshemL That answer you may suppose, satisfied me. 
Wanted it for Lord 1* who had joined tho party to tio his Itnnds 
bolund him 1 I havo now done for orot with Kings and Ministers. 
Ton will not montion tho part that relates to Lord T I linvo just 
scon Gore, 1 who showed mo a letter from Lord G Lennox saying 
tliat ho left tho Towor with regret and did not wish tho exelinngc. 
Adtou. You shall hear again soon. lours, Ac^ 

Cornwallis. 

ElRL O0RXWALU3 TO LlOTT -COLOSEL ROM. 

Dear Rtw n t M7W 

I havo just rcceired your letter of tho 2Gth from Mane, anti 
nra glad to liear so good on account of BalhndallocL As for tho 
snow wo liavo had our full sliaro in this country 

I Imd tills morning another conference with Lord &, at Ins 
request, and on Ids assurance tliat ho now was more master of the 
history of tho disposal of Flvmouth and tliat ho hoped to convince 
mo tliat no slight was intended. IIo began by haying tlint whin 
Ixml G L ti>ok tbo Tower tho Mhustn promised to rcnioTo him 
to 1 braoutli and tliat they then con idired mo out oftlio question 
as being intended for the Fupnmo command in India tlmt the 
I rodent stato rf Ireland mudo it neoo arj to give up 1 ngh h \iee- 
Tn'a unrs, and tliat th \ unnted the Tower to oeeummo<Iati Ixird 
hdgecuml* * and < tided with some liomba t finmmerv 

» 1 tfrrmxrl i str\ J l < M II Ull Hl-n- ^^1 U-lIrtM- 

lV,- 1 y Ilrvr- f t> T *« M * I'UI -rr- I !H l n* 1* 

d >1 frL ..1 J I II I lUmlwlM l I Tnue t *4 Ini l J1 i 1 It 1 

It 1^ - 1. Jo. t 1 [ tt-ro « [ *J t I ( r-r \,-rr~cm 

* ( <-\_r — ■ ~1 Lr | (jUIuI I rut Ml 1 f ltt K t 1 1 j ' ■— 

(l ** l_ n \ 11 ) U u-fi T »* r» f InUf 1 Inm I 

I I |J M l I 9 | n. I •'I I t I 1 III I I ry } I 

i -»>. r, uiu (U i u ii -i-u « a- ft 1 

lr« J t f \ 1 * \! I I i >1 , 1 I I Ul-u- t~ 
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I told lum tlmt the promise to Lord G- L could not he binding 
unless he required it , and that I had seen a letter from him to 
Major Gore, m which lie said that he had lathei have kept the 
Towei “ But,” says I, “ why tell me this idle story ? The con- 
test lay between Loid Townsliend and Lord Edgecumbe , and you 
well Icnow, and have already confessed to me, that neither Emg 
or Mmistei ever thought of me for it ” I then said that if the 
King or Mi Pitt had sent for me, and told me that my waiving my 
pretensions, and giving them a thousand pounds a-year out of my 
estate, was necessaiyfoi the support of Government m this country 
and for the affans of Ireland, I would cheerfully have complied , 
but that I could not beai without resentment the usage I had met 
with , that eveiy fool I met m the street condoled with and pitied 
me I then went on to Lord Percy’s getting the Grenadiers, and 
stated Ins behaviour to the King conti asted with mine I then got 
up, said I could talk no longer on the subject, and wished him 
good morning He said, “ We must not part on these terms ” I 
answered, “ We can part on no other,” and went out of the room 
There is an end of the second and last chapter , and I am sacrificed 
to gratify that contemptible fellow Lord Edgecumbe, to whom the 
Towei cannot be worth above 400? a-year, as he loses his half-pay 
as Admiral God bless you, my deal Boss, I will keep up my 
spirits, be frugal of my money, and I shall evei value your friend- 
ship as one of my greatest comforts* General Stopford 1 has got the 
5th Regiment, which four years ago the King was anxious to give 
to Medows Beheve me, &c , 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to Leeut -Colonel Ross 

DeAJI Ross, Mansfield Street, Nov 8, 1784 

I did not feel quite easy at having had no communication 
noth any person but Lord Sydney I therefore determined to send 
the enclosed letter to Mi Pitt, 

I thmk now I have done with this vexatious business Our 
court-martial meets to-monow, I trust it cannot last many days, 
and as soon as it is over I shall quit this town till the end of Eeb- 
luary I have sometimes thought, if the war on the Continent 
should go on, of trying to get to the Empeior I am afraid it 

1 Hon Edward Stopford, son of James, m June 27, 1783, Letitia, din of William 
Id Earl of Courtown, a General, and Colonel Blacker, Esq 
5th Rcgt , b Tune, 1732, d Oct 22, 1794, 
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would be difficult to m anage, and perhaps still more difficult to 
make myself useful to hum God bless you ! Jly band a tirod with 
wnt “S Tours, 4a, 

COBNTTAUIS. 

Eael Cobxwalub to the Right Hew William prrr 
DeAB Sm, Stmt, Not 8, 1784 

As every transaction relative to myself with the present 
Administration has passed through Lord Sydney and as I havo no 
reason to bo satisfied with his Lordslup a conduct towards mo, I feel 
an inclination to stato to you the occurrences that havo happened 
to me, with my feelings on them. You may cast your oyo forward 
on the paper and if you think it too long and uninteresting you 
need not read it. Lord Sholburao proposed to me in Jlav 1782, 
to go to India os Governor-General and Commander in-ChicC How 
over disagreeable it might bo to mo to abandon my family and con- 
nexions m England, I thought it my doty to accept tho offer pro- 
vided the affairs of India were so arranged that I could go with a 
prospect of being useful to my country I afterwords confirmed 
my acceptance to tho King and hold myself bound to him and to 
tho public, to undertake that arduous command. When Hr Fox 
and Lord North forced themselves into power I thought that not 
Withstand mg my sentiments on their coalition, it was not proper for 
mo to tako any political part until tho business of India was settled. 
1 conceived that I remained still engaged to undertaho tho com 
nrnnd in that country if tho same conditions were proposed and 
that if I declared war against tho Mrai«tera by tlie resignation of 
ro) place of Constablo of tho Tower it would l>o a breach of tho 
engagement on my port especially ns I received some cml mes- 
sages on tliat subject on their first coming in o office I there ton 
determined to keep aloof until the Indian affairs were brought to 
an issue and to take no part in wlintcvcr plan might be agitated 
in 1 ariiament, with full intention to resign my place as soon as it 
was over Circumstances obliged mo to cliangv. my conduct with 
out tiroo for any explanation. 1 ft It tlwt I ha/1 acted unliaml-omz Ir 
bv tho late A dm migration l»y Irnting krpt a place und< r them, if 
not m a fnendly at leu t not in a hrnti! manner ami wateJung 
tin. fint opportunity to join in ruining them It tin n apj^ured to 
me tlrnt I Lad ini nitons of securing m )' eliamrti r from n» bate an 
imputntKwi l«t lij rr-iguing m\ ofilct amid U running iKttr mere 
to nen pt ofa cml « mjl wn nt W 1 n 1 n-rgin 1 1 t dl the King 
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of my determination, adding that if lie at any time thought my 
military ser rices deserved a maik of lus favour in the line of my 
profession, I should giatefully accept it, hut that I did not mean to 
distress his Government on my account A few days after this I 
leceived a very friendly lettei from Lord Sydney, saying, m the 
name of the Admimstiation, that they wished they could offer any- 
tliing that I would accept I answered, with the most sincere pro- 
fessions of friendship, that I could only accept something m my 
own line Agam, m a conversation with Lord Sydney about the 
latter end of last May, on Indian affairs, when it seemed impossible 
that the civil and military command could be joined, I told him that 
I was very glad to be fairly off, that I had never wished to go; 
that although I was poor I could live without it, and that I flattered 
myself I had pretensions m my own line ; to which he answered, 
“ Nobody has stionger,” and intimated that the King was of the 
same opinion I was weak enough to imagine that the sacrifice of 
everything that was dear to me in this world to the King’s service 
m America, and my constant and, I believe he will allow, disinte- 
rested attachment to him for these last twenty years, had procured 
me a place m his Majesty’s affections , I was vam enough to hope 
that my character and conduct abroad and at home had given me 
some small share m the esteem of Mr Pitt Judge what must be 
my feelings when I see these two great personages, although dif- 
fering on some part of the late arrangement, yet both agreeing to 
expose me to the world as an object of contempt and ridicule The 
apologies made to me by Lord Sydney have only added insult to 
the injury, and, I am sorry to say it of one whom I have sincerely 
loved, were of so disingenuous a nature that I do not care to think 
of them I told him, and told him truly, that had the King, or had 
Mr. Pitt, sent for me, and told me that it was necessary for the sup- 
port of their government that I should not only waive my preten- 
sions, but give up half of the income of my estate, I would cheer- 
fully have complied, and gloried in the sacrifice. I have now, Sir, 
only to say that I still admire your character — that I have still 
hopes that your abilities and integrity will preserve this distressed 
country , I will not be base enough, from a sense of personal injury, 
to join faction, and endeavour, right or wrong, to obstruct the mea- 
suies of Government , but I must add, and with heartfelt grief I 
do it, that private confidence cannot easily be restored 

I hare, &c , 

Cornwallis 
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F \cl G. tcttaulh to Ltm C t*v«n Fc^ 

Mt HEAT* IlO*** «»«/■ I \rr 1 J ( 

I tht« mnrntn? fntv Mr 1 itt ot lit* rwjn «t nh« n nft r n 
Ion? oonrirnti n tnth pa it t mj*« r h" pnjvw. I to in t talo 
tli*' Torn r I *! rim'd it Mvmjr tint though I jdrml I lm\ had n * 
*lj rtti n to tlu Ton r nt fir t on the Mipp-Mtmn of I>>nl < K< 
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tal l jmf^^ 1 m>~lf \ rf th *uiti fill m h tlo<, nml with 

tun It mil hnpn.**' vln h I n~ I tlin i l * ut llv* %! 1 n it n 
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r YRL COUNWYIM'. TO LlHJT -Coi OM L RO'S. 

JiOv! Mansfield ‘'tart, Nov 13, 1784 

I have nothin" mnfounl to say, but that I have got tho 
Towei. winch m point of income and security I supposo to bo ns 
good ns Ph mouth , the manner we will not talk of E\eiv thing 
lias been mod perfectly coulml between Pitt and me, and with tho 
others all is forgot and forgnen I have boon sitting on a courts 
martial on Colonel I Vbbiog , ' as the court is not yet dissohed, I 
can only sa\ that we weie a miserable set of judges 

Yours, &c , 

Cornwallis 

1C urn Cornwallis to Litut-Coioml Ross 

De YR Boss, 'M m>fid<l Street, No\ 19, 1784 

As I hn\e recoiled no answei to all my letters, I conclude 
that you haie been *=:t ill wnndeiing about the country I am inthci 
pleased to think that you will lecene them all together so that 
you will avoid m part the uneasiness wdncli the hist would have 
occasioned You will not, howe\ei, think the whole injury done 
away, or be surprised when I cay, that I still feel most sensibly and 
seriously mortified The behaviour of a ceitnin personage when I 
was presented was much as usual , I thought, consideiing all things, 
rather dry 

Loid George Goidon 2 is enlisting men publicly for the Dutch 
service, besetting the Treasuiy with mobs, and wall probably soon 
set the again to the town X am> &c , 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney 


My DEAR LORD, Culford, Dec 7, 1784 

I am sony I had left town before you sent to me I have 
no desue to exchange the Townr foi any other Government, but if 
ill Pitt should at any time wash me to do it, I shall be much 
inclined to acquiesce m any anangement that may be agieeable oi 
convenient to lnm I inclose to yon a letter which I have leceived 

1 Colonel, afterwards General Debbieg, on Marie Antoinette M P for Ludgershall, 

R E , b 1731, & June 27, 1810 from Nov 1774, to July, 1780 His shnie 

2 Lord George Gordon (godson of Geoige in the riots of 1780 is well known He wrote 
II), son of Cosmo, 3rd Duke of Gordon, b some violent and absurd letters to Mr Pitt, 
Dec 25, 1751, d unmarried, Nov 1, 1793, witli lefeience to the subjectabove mentioned, 
in Newgate, where he was confined for a libe for which see An Reg of tins year 
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from my old fncnd Charles O’Hara, not with on idea that you can 
render him any service (knowing as I do how fbw things there are to 
give, and how many persons there are ready to receive) bnt as be 
mentions some reliance cm your good will towards him, that yon ranv 
if yon please, have an opportunity of saying something civil either 
directly from yourself, ot thremgh me Hu unions services under 
my command, and the pains ho took, and tho success lio mot with, 
in reconciling tho Guards to every land of hardship, give him a just 
claim, independent of our old friendship to my strongest represen- 
tations in Ins favour j Qm 

Cornwallis. 


Eaul Ooietwaua* to Lteut -Cocosel How. 

DEAIt ROSfi, Cmlfonl tVc 21 17 SI 

I Iiavo received vour lettora of tho 28th and 14th, and am 
glad your northern tour did not disagree with yon. It u import<ihlo 
tlrnt llallindallock 1 ot Lapland could produco worse vreatber than 
wo haTo hod this last fortniglit Lord ltawdon wan hero some days, 
but could get no partridge sliooting wliich wo commonly havo in 
perfection at this tinio of tho year 

Kast India matters must 1 think go flL Our fncnd Dun das,' 
although a very clover follow L% I fear, but a short-sighted poll 
tidan. \ou know I was partial to a great part of hoi* Bill 
Rawdon talks of affairs in Ireland as still in a most dangerous 
way but I find bo is bostilo to tho Castle and I fear will soon Is) 
so to tho ministry bore in spito of my endeavour* to prevent it. 

lours, 

Cornwuus. 


1 Tli* »nl *f Oreml Or»«l hi bmrvo. 1713 *Wn l»mfx l» f 

*Vlr» ll* *( Sir Owp )lv Vi I -V l ), u>l (Iwn hr rity •< tl 

final, Li W till t* «ri» ruli • i«*t S-LrllJt 

* U4l 1 Hrnrr [ha»tu tml^l W i»l t i»-n UrJ UrkiU fwn 1TTM IT ’| 

c*o*t Ml 0, lW. IS- 7 k. Af^l s Trrwnrtr f iW \ tti - 

IT*-, 4. My* - * IMI \ n. 1 t, JcJy l<, 1W1 c / l«oU I j *r»i frrHi/j St u — ■ 

1 () O nivltt, 4o. »f I*» II fj rrl* r*i pw^lf LlliAj t» S-rtM tl* 

tfX \ »U| J3.1 9^ I'uslu I It M 'll 1*01 I -it I 

4w- t JJ. *1 ttrl ct llcfrt *o. Ml f ti>* AJmliiliy M j l*H t V 

ifUi~. it fr,kinf*.(<ws#t im i* j. r -ki £n« l » 1 

i* llifih I tl (n *jl fjt t t>silu Lu 4-iA 
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CHAPTER VII 


Mr Pitt’s offer of tlie Governor-Generalship declined hy Lord Cornwallis — 
Compensation to American Loyalists — Fortification of the Seaports — Mission 
of Lord Cornwallis to Frederick the Great — Their interview at Sans Sonci — 
Military Manoeuvres m Silesia — Lord Cornwallis accepts the Govemor- 
Genoralslnp — Sails from England 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 

HeAR Ross, Mansfield Street, Feb 23, 1785 

I Lad Loped to see you so soon tLat I omitted writing I 
am sorry your journey is postponed 

I was again most violently attacked a fortnigLt ago to take tLe 
Governor-Generalship Mr Pitt’s letter was loud and flattering to 
a degree, and Le earnestly requested an interview. I agreed to go 
to lum , our conversation was, Lowever, ratLer superficial on tLe 
business, and Le desired me to talk to Dundas I easily found out 
from Lim tLat (after Laving lost sigLt of my going foi six months) 
it was now taken up to prevent some disagreement in tLe Cabinet. 
He told me tLat if I would say I would go, many things wlncL I 
objected to m tLe Bill sLould be altered. I was well aware of tLe 
danger of a declaration of tLat sort, and mdeed, from tLeir manner 
of conducting India business ever since tLe Bill passed, tLeir dis- 
agreements at Lome, and tLe circumstances attending tLe appoint- 
ment of them Generals , 1 and the present sudden application to me, 
merely to get nd of a momentary rub amongst themselves, I was 
convinced it would be madness m me to engage , so tLat, after 
taking twenty-four Lours to consider, I gave a very civil negative 
I will tell you all this transaction more at large when we meet. I 
endeavoured to give this very important matter the fanest and 
most impartial decision m my own mind I think I was not biassed 
by any improper love of ease, and I Lope that I Lave acted for 
the best The Ministers 2 were so Lard run last night on the 

1 The three Generals were Lieut -General 3 At the close of the poll for Westminster, a 
Sloper, Bengal, Lieut-General Sir John Dal- scrutiny was granted by the returning officer 
ling, hlndras, and Brigadier-General Lawrence In the first session of the new Parliament the 

Neilson, Bombay Lord Cornwallis did not House of Commons decided by large majorities 
rate any of them highly, and their subsequent that it should be continued, but a reaction 

conduct full) justified Ins opinion took place when it appeared that, after many 
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Westminster scrutiny, that it is supposed the) nw«t give it up. 
The most dangerous rock still is Ireland how can tbo\ satnf\ lmth 
countries? 1 Besides, tlicro arc ccrtainlv dissensions m tho Cabinet * 
Brodnch 9 is past nil hope nnd we mny dailv expect to hear 
tho worst. My family aro all well, and, with tho rest of \<mr 
fnend aro impationt to bco you- Behovo mo Ac 

CORMVVLLH. 

Earl Oouxwalus to Lifxt -Coloxhi, Rms. 

DEAR Ro^ Lrolon, llirch 1 fS 

I was glad to find by your letter of tho 1st tlint jou approve 
of my conduct in regard to India I believe vou know liow much 
I vnlno vour approbation, As I am in tho lrnhit of running down 
frequentl) for a week to Culford I wuh you would lit me know- 

four or five dajs Uforu you como np. I Iia\o assured that 

ho need not bo nfnud of teeing vou, for that vou so total!\ desjeur 
of working an) reformation tliat )ou will not tlirow nwa\ n loctun 
upon lum. Indeed, he seems determined on tlio destruction of 
him«clf and lus mifortunnte children. As for Uh wifi it does not 
much signif) 

I lind a letter this dav from Cnsdale who tells mu he tlmll l>e 
in Pans by tlio firtt week in \pril Brodnch 3 contuiucs much th 
Minc * I am )our afi* -etionate fneni 

Cohmvu i is 


Favl Coiutwaujs to I»nn sit 

My nr-vr I.ori> h \ftn 1 i 

liming undoivtond from ( olonel Hamilton* that \«m wi lirsl 
mo 1 1 * vplnin mr w ntmn lit* full) c* n*i nun,. him I nm with truth 
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assure you that I heaid fiom all quarters that lie boie a most excel- 
lent character befbie the wai , and I can myself beai witness that 
he took the most fair and steady part, unbiassed by intei ested or 
vindictive motives, and that I sincerely believe him to be a bene- 
volent and worthy man. The peculiar kaidshrp under which he 
labours, that his principal pioperty bemg m tiade,. cannot come 
under the cognizance of the Commissioneis, 1 lendeis him an object 
of the greatest compassion After having enjoyed foi many years 
a most affluent fortune, with an unblemished chaiacter, he is now 
reduced to extreme poverty His claims m Am erica for the vast 
sums winch aie due to him are treated with contempt. You will 
easily believe that I would not have said all this for a man whom I 
did not think truly meritorious j am 

Cornwallis. 


The question of compensation to the American Loyalists had 
been repeatedly discussed m Parliament All parties 2 considered 
that they had an irresistible claim upon England, and muted m 
condemning the conduct of the American Government, by whom 
the pioperty of the Loyalists had been almost universally confis- 
cated. It was pleaded m extenuation, that such confiscations were 
the acts of individual States, and not of the Federal Government 
Such a defence was scarcely to be admitted, as Great Britain could 
not recognise any authority but the one with whom all business was 
transacted 

During the negotiations for peace m 1782-3 the English 
plenipotentiaries had made the utmost exertions to enforce these 
claims, the justice of which Franklin was unable to deny , but as 
he was determined never to admit them, he endeavouied to parry 
the demand, by calling on the British Government to pay foi all 
the slaves who had escaped, and for all the property which had 
been seized or destroyed m the course of the war The discussion 
terminated by the introduction of the 4th, 5th, and 6th Articles of 
the Treaty of Peace By these it was stipulated, that Congress 
should recommend to the several local legislatures, that they should 
restore all estates belonging to i eal British subjects who had not 
borne arms during the war , that all peisons, including those who 
had been active partisans, should have twelve months to settle then 

1 The claims of the Loyalists for compen- Colonel Thomas Dundas, Commissioners to 
sation were submitted to Parliament July 8, investigate and report upon them They had 
1783 , an Act of Parliament was passed nomi- each a salary of 15001 n-year 
nating Colonel Robert Kingston, John Wilmot; * See the speeches of Mr Fox and Mr 

Daniel Parker Coke, John Marsh, Esqrs , and Burke, June 6, 1788 

VOL I 


0 
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affairs , and it was also recommended with roforcnco to this daw, 
that their property should be given bach upon paymont of the sums 
which had been advanced on the security of such property 
that all bond fde debts should bo paid that there should bo no 
farther prosecutions or confiscations. It was confidently nwerted 
that theso recommendations would bo cordially adopted but 
almost without exception, the Courts of tho several States evaded 
giving judgment m favour of British or Lovnlist creditors, and in 
hardly a single mstanco were theso stipulations earned into effect. 

Tho English Parliament therefore resolved to disci wrg© what 
thoy considered a debt of honour Commissioners, os lias been 
already stated, wore appointed to investigate tho claims, and m 
1788 an Act vrns passed to indemnify tho sufferers according to tho 
following ecalo — 


ChJm» tinder £10000 Paid In faTL 

„ 15 000 00 per cent. 

„ 50000 Bo „ 

„ 200000 60 „ 

Claim* aboro 200 000 "0 „ 


In each ca«o 10 0001 was to bo paid witliout deduction. A some- 
wlmt similar scalo was adopted with reference to incomes arising 
from professions and offices. 

Largo sums were voted at different times to meet these 
demand*, somo of which, being of n special nature, were dealt with 
separately In March, 1790 tho following was tho number and 
aJbount of tho claims examined and allowed — 

r»ortrrr I\<r 

lonV.ttoW. U!aK*\. CltlwM. 

.,201 £a -10,125 £3.033 090 £113 43.4 £“M,-IH 

Of which 2 000,820/ for property and 01 1 ►?/ for inrorac luvl 
l»con jkihU Tlu ro still remained Tit* 70 IL for properts unj>rtib 
Utiles three largo claims 1 specially n ported to I nrlmrarnt, an 1 
which the) wire to adjust Inclndctl in th nl<ovo wm abwt 
114 000/ fur lm«es m l*a.st Hondo. 

Tl» condnet <f the ‘'tati Courts was off n brought uni r tfi* 
notice of the Vincrtcan fjorernmcnL \t I ngtli in 1701 » n u 
ventmn was « nt<T* 1 into and< r winch lmgli h nnd \n> nenn C m 
mi imcmwiro aj {Mint'd to sit nt c» rtntn trwns in \m nis nnl 
then mvc^ti'nite the amount fiirlv dn 1 v \m«-ncati d Irt# rv TI rt 
\tron in C mini i>«m tn 1 irtrr *ubt* rfuge to niotd fro Ir 

51 I / ji - l*/l^n v ^ r 1 1 t f ' t * 
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any decisions At times they refused to sit at all. At length 
1,420,000?. was adjudged to be due. Still the Government declined 
to pay it, and it was not till 1803, that a sum of 600,000? was 
offered, and, m despair of obtaining stnct justice, accepted by 
England Thus, after a lapse of moie than twenty years, only 42 
per cent of the capital was paid, and nothing allowed for mteiest 


In 1784 it was proposed to take a vote of 50,000? on account 
of fortifications at the seaports; but the objection having been 
raised that no information on the subject had been laid before Par- 
liament, the vote was withdrawn In 1785 the King nominated a 
Board of Land and Sea Officers to investigate the whole question, 
of which the Duke of Richmond, then Master-Geneial of the Ord- 
nance, was President The Boaid consisted of eleven military and 
three naval officers To these weie added tlnee military and four 
naval officers when they met at Portsmouth, and three naval officeis 
only, at Plymouth 1 The views of the Duke of Richmond as to the 
imperative necessity of extensive works were, on the whole, sup- 
ported by the land officers, who almost unanimously approved of a 
system of detached forts, and lecommended that the Crown should 
purchase all the lands m their vicinity, that no private buildings 
might be erected thereon The sea officers comcided geneially 
with these opinions, but a few of each service accompanied then 
assent with such provisoes and limitations as to render it almost 
nugatory. t 

Mr Pitt, on February 27, 1786, brought forward the plan of 
which a large majority of the Board had approved He was 
opposed by most of the Whig party, reinforced by the pretended 
lovers of economy, by the hunters aftei popularity, and by some 
few local members, whose constituents imagined then properties 
would be injured. On a division, the numbers were equal — 169 on 


Ibr both places 

Lieut -General Sir Guy Carleton. 
„ Sir William Howe 

„ Earl Cornwallis 

„ Sir David Lindsay 

,, Sir C Grey 

Major-General Pattison 
„ Cleveland 

„ Bramham 

„ Green 

„ Eoy 

„ Garth 

Vice-Admiral Barrington 
Captain Hotham, R N 
„ Sir A Hammond, R N 


For Portsmouth only 

Lleut.-General Lord G Lennox 
„ Bnrgoyne 

,, Earl Percy 

Rear-Admiral Lord Hood 
Captain Bowyer, R N 
,, J LuttreU, R N 

For Plymouth only 

Vice-Admiral Milbanke 
Rear-Admiral Graves 
Captain Macbnde, R N, 

o 2 
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enchsido — and the Speaker Cornwall gavo Ins casting roto against 
Government Time has sine© proved this decision to have been ns 
tmwise os it has ultimately been expensive. 

Eabl Couxwalus to Lmrr -Cctloxtx Ross. 

DhAE Ross rmrocreti, Mtj- 2. 10 r*., 1 M 

Wo have had a most tircsomo day , thoro is, however wrmo 
arrangement, and thongli tho prospect at present is tremendous I 
havo hopes that it will go ofl* qmckor than peoplo at present expect 
In tho lungs instructions a wish is expressed that wo may bo ablo 
to mnho onr report tho first week in Juno. Wo linvo tins moment 
left off business, and wo moot to-morrow morning nt six o dock. 
As I atn to bo np so early to-morrow yon will excuso my wiving 
moro to-night. Oar respective opinions aro not to bo divulged 
I ou sluill hear from mo again in a day or two. Grc\ is here 

lours, Ac. 

ConNWvxLlR. 

Kiel Coiltwalus to Lieut -Coloxtx Toss. 

Dear Hews, r*rUnxmih, >! jr 3 10) fat* 17SV 

Tlio Board wit from nx tins morning till four in tho nth r 
noon, and from sovon this ovoning till ten. fho intirmcdmto time 
was filled by a most disagreeable dinner of three hours. v *npjK>v' 
to yourself tho utmost or all human nnwry and your suppo-ibon 
mu*t fall greatly short of our condition. Being at w a in a gab of 
wind on a !ee*dioro would I** loxnty God mil) know* whin our 
misfortunes can end I think tlie\ may last two or three months. 
Tell all mv fnends tlrnt they must not expect to bear from m and 
to Iks sati fled if they do not soo in the paj>er* that I hnu liangtd 
*** 7 *^^ ^ourecvir 

Con.wr\LMs 

I ltL CoETWALUS TO LlCTT -CulOSTl. I Al 

I)n.in Bo«s, r run*-it\ it j i m*,i n. 

I think dm proqwt to-dsy radar l nght n*-d wcohl f* 
land dial dio qn^ti n on tlm In H j rop**«iltotn nhoti on n tt 
Wrdtw-Lsv anil I think rsrnlodv h-» mi ti h j dut th lutiert 
1 **ri inayl^ftnih I aodaldi 31 mlx-r* irr\) Iw- I odl' It rn 1 
from lii'fKv Irv itut firm* to ra*^-t ns nt I hr- jth »-tt 3f<Kid»y 
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sennight. If tins should take place, mo nmy flatter ourselves that 
three Mocks at Plymouth may finish all I am too tiled and sleepy 
to attempt to gn e any account of our pioceedmgs. 

Yours ever, 

Cornwallis. 

We live at the King's expense, so that at least, I shall glow 

rich 


Earl Cornm alias to Luut.-Coi onel Ross. 

De \.R KOS* 5 , Portsmouth, May 8, 1785, Sunday night. 

I parsed ten hours and a half at the Board both on Friday 
and yesterday This day m as a holiday, and I have been all day 
on the Gosport side, and had a very pleasant ride and quiet dinner 
Math Moncnefie 1 and Haldane Our pioceedmgs are the most 
extraordinary and the most tnesome that you can conceive. The 
King’s mstiuctions, diarni up of course by the Duke, contain about 
a thousand questions, nineteen m tiventy of which are nearly self- 
evident propositions, but few of them so clearly chaum as not to 
admit of some cat filing, to nliicli many of us are much inclined, 
the Duke himself puzzles the cause very much Caileton and 
Grey never vail admit that the intended ivories are strong enough, 
and unuld readily agiee to eiect twenty foi tresses heie, and as 
many at Plymouth, as strong as Bergen op Zoom , Sir D Lindsay 2 
is likewise of that opimon , the only two who oppose all fortifica- 
tions are Percy and Burgoyne This is for your private ear Of 
all the blockheads and sycophants m the woild, I believe Geneial 
is the gieatest I will, if possible, write you one line to- 
morrow after the Board bleaks up, to tell you my thoughts about 
coming to town. Most smeerely youis, 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 

DEAR Koss, Plymouth, May 24, 1785 

■* I this morning received yours of the 21st The arrival of 
Macbnde 3 will probably cause a delay of a day or two, but I think 

1 Colonel Moncneffe, R E , d July, 1794 8 Captain John Macbnde, afterwards Admi- 

3 Lieut -General Sir David Lindsay, Bart., ral of the Blue, d Feb 17, 1800, in July 14, 
afterwards General and Colonel 59th Regt , b 1775, Ursula, dan of William Ffolkes, Esq , 
1730, d March 27, 1797 , m Susanna Char- and sister of Sir Martin Ffolkes, Bart M P 
lotto, dau of Samuel Long, Esq , of Jamaica, for Plymouth from March, 1784, to June, 
and widow of Geoige Ellis, Esq 1790 Ho supported Lord Percy’s views 
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wo shall certainly get awny by Sunday tho 20th, and that con- 
sidering all impediments, I can safely lav my acconnt to mr being 
in town on tho 1ft. 

Tho D of It. has expressed tho most earnest and flattering 
de«tro that Charles Lennox 1 should bo ono of our party, and I 
thought it bed on every account, to acquire o readily in it I 
shall not unto to JIaldano till I see yon but, as ho left tho possi 
bility of his going very much m doubt and did not express tho 
smallest inclination towards tho expedition,* I trust ho cannot bo 
angry Charles Lennox is a fine good humoured, unaffected lad, 
no pndo or buckram, and will ono day bo a popular D of R. Fox 
is still hero. Bcbovo mo, dc., 

Cornu alias. 

I\S If you thoald liavo anytlung to say to mo about tho 
Clothing Hoard, or aUrat C euernl Bnthurat going to Clarendon * 
Mm will send a letter for mo to tho Whito Hart nt Salisbury, to Ito 
lift till called for Tho new mail-coach goes to Suit bury 

Tim state of Furopc and especially of Germany was nt this 
time very critical The Empress of Ensua* had been rnpully 
ineren ing htr po**es ions nt tho expense of tho FoTte nnd had 
* ired tlie Cnmea nnd other territories in that quarter encouraged 
lv the Impiror Tom>ji1i* who was desirous of tho sup|*ort of 
lEa in, to enable him to cam out various schemes of ngpron 
dmment \mong other plans ho wiahtfd to pervunde the Lhrtor 
i f Havana* to cede to him hw hereditary dominions, receiving 
in escjiange the \n«trr>J^Jgic [mnnee* with the tith of King 
1 ratio m m d dis|«o*cd to conv nt to tills arrangement 1 itt 



1785. 


ENGLAND AND GERMANY. 


109 


Prussia, in concert "with several of the smaller states, among 
Minch was ITanover, strongly objected to any augmentation of the 
power of Austm m Germany 

Joseph was also at this moment embi oiled with Holland about 
the naMgation of the Sclield, which he was determined to open by 
foice, if necessary , but this dispute was settled by the mtoivcn- 
tion of France, between which country and Holland an alliance 
was soon aftei foimed That albance, how r evcr, was intended to 
support the democratic party, not that of the Stadtholder , 1 and, 
but foi the energetic mterference of the successor 2 of Fiedenck the 
Great, France would, tw T o yeais later, have succeeded m her plans, 
and, as Fredenck lemarked to Lord Cornwallis, have governed 
Holland tlnough her ambassadoi 

In the Memoirs of jMi Fox, Loid John Russell has printed a 
despatch, written just befoie Mr Fox lesigned the Seals Tlieie 
appeal. s to be some doubt wdiether tins despatch was actually sent, 
but if it w r eie tiansmitted to Berlin, it is clear that it must have 
given the impiession that England was all but ruined, and was 
totally unable to resist her enemies In any case, the tone of the 
Foreign Office must have inspired all continental states with a 
thorough contempt for this country , and it is not therefore sur- 
prising that Fiedenck was disposed to place so little leliance on 
our exeitions or promises What effect the conveisation with Loid 
Cornwallis produced on his mind it is impossible to say He was 
taken ill on the 18th of September , and though his health im- 
proved much, he never lecovered his stiength, and died in the 
August of the ensuing year. 

In consequence of the unsatisfactory aspect of affairs, Comte 
Lusi, 3 the Prussian Minister at the Court of St James’s, hinted 
that if a person of rank and high character could go to Berlin 
as a confidential agent, though without any ostensible mission, 
Frederick would be more likely to open his nund to him than to 
Lord Halrymple, 4 * * * the English Minister at that Court As Lord 
Cornw alli s proposed visiting the Continent m the course of the 
summer, m order to attend the Prussian reviews (a favour but 

1 Wblham V , Prmce of Orange, b March 8 Comte Spindion Lusi, a native of Cepba- 

8, 1748 , d April 9, 1806, m Oct. 4, 1767, Ionia, b 1735, d Sept 1,1815, a Lieut- 
Fredenca Sophia Wilhelminn, dan of Angus- General, Munster in London from 1780 to 
tus Willnm, Punce of Prussia 1788 

3 Frederick William II , King of Prussia, 4 John, Viscount Dalrymple, afterwards 

b Sept 25, 1744, d Nov 16, 1797, m 1st, Oct 13, 1789, 6tb Earl of °tnir, b Sept 24, 

July 14, 1765, Elizabeth, dnu of Charles, 1749, d May 31, 1821, nnm He had served 

Duke of Brunswick, 2nd, July 15, 1769, m A menca, was Minister m Poland from Jan 

Frederica Louisa, dnu of Louis, I audgrave of 1782 to 1784, and then at Berlin to Aug 

Hesse Darmstadt U 87 
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sparingly granted by Frederick) it seemed impossible to select a 
fitter person for this mission. Before lie loft England, lie received 
verbal instructions, but they were not officially communicated in 
writing tdl September 2. 


F nmmi nr IL 1 TO Eael CoO-TW ALLIS. 

My Loud Jo mo fais nn plmmr d avanco do voua voir an camp 
do mefl tronppos on Sfldsio, commo vous me 1 annoncez par votro 
lettro da 3 de co mois. Vous pouvez compter d y 6tro accneilli aveo 
tons les egards dhs b. votro m6nte, ot sur cc, jo ptio Dicu qu d vous 
ait. My Lord, on sa eamto ct digne gardo. Fed eric. 

A PoUdam, U 9 AeCt, 1785. 

A» Lord OnUrtUk, LWat*«ant-G6i£ral to atrrte* 
d, U Gimlt Brcta^^e. 


Sm Jakes IIawus* to Tin: Mahouts of CAHMAimunr ■ 

(THraU.] 

Mt DEAn LoTU) Fridir 8<pt. 0 1 83 

I could doviso no other safo and oxpoditious manner of con 
voymg your letter to Lord Cornwallis than by despatching Brooks 
with it, with orders to find lum out wlicrovor ho is. Ho tliereforo 
sot out in tlio Trackschuyt on Monday evening with instructions to 


nasumo the namo and manners of 

1 It h w II known that be had f*rtlcnUr 
dalik U a ItUrT which •ccorJt'l mor* than 
toe I*n and that be alw«y» lejaa hh own, 
awl rrpertrd tb-U all *1 Irmcl to him (hnod] 
Upo, »t the tep *f tha jw^e Thla and a 
one I (oranoeterp- 

t o U I be rule Thn, tmttivUn- of four 
1 half only 1 writ lr« it lln rry top f 
aheel f IctUisj [^r the ad IftH t. oj quite 
l iV Lott.-o lb-* I -nature b l* rryr amall 
cntnf^I wntir— Ibe ether IrtUr b | ra- 
wly h- .dar ft wtaUU f fctu lint* acty 
* h»r /aroe* ffam h It, mated Lnf 
MJmMeiry Sql. |u ] f aM aa>I- Carl af 
M trj-ilqry 1 V>- "7 1 b, April P 1 I 
d. \ 11 I m. Jdr * 1777 lUrtWt 

)l 7 f ft 1 fr* Uj»l l-irt. At 
t jt d U cf thl d *Jol bk a Mk l ter at 
ft* If — If »u rt-j {oy- 1 h the IHjJ. 
n k k at M 1 il. 1 Ir*. t. I*n>rv 
I i — t If m lani, ail Ut» alrv-*i 
wit t t*l n.J U-e, frir-i 17 7 Ul I ti 
tl frrjrrj o j | l j the y-r-*r | 

I t J 1 nr | IH hL U My 
b 1 J h( U t a a t y 
I WTVJ*. JH Ulb ajJ4_» (>W lu 


a common traveller as long as ho 

dot# not fimj there la, it b letkrrd (JO Hr 

authentic. When HiniiWr at H wta 

of prtat Importance t U/taia prwaeaalo* af 
the terra t lxntn>rtlow* girtv to aaw af hi cal 
L-a^ur*. AD other anrjru hartnp WkJ he 
carried to a wee* fal taw an Intrigue with 
>1*1 inn de — ■ - a near rrUtlc cf the cil- 
*1 t«ra <j*e~itk®, aM through her eUaiarJ 
the [wrera. JU for Chrbteharrh U the 
i*tm la ef Lb dJ|4uaoatIc r»j lormrct la 
the jarLiunrata of 1 CS 1 SO ail 1 81. 

* krt&rl UanjUta of OmTOirthen rtft» 

waId^ Man h Jin Wh l>uh *f Lee! 

I JaDll W Jm .31 I Wtn H 
hor 9 1771 Aawl^, d n. and »4« Mr ( 
l^tert, 4th aM Uit Earl af II I Wn»o»ej »!, 
<M 11 17fl C therioe dao. f The**** 
An -nl h, E-M a >1 trr In Chiacerr A 
Le-td af the l<elrfarj,ler wl llrew L- d tl-irw 
LerUia to the Q^r* fn-m 1774 V* i F^l 
hrrrrti tj t Ulf fn fD l^C I B1 t J 
1791 1 ill fr I, t f>» a «t-» *■ 

I 7» ai>l f II l tr* f t al^ot Ur h 
»m tM-l p ti the It c* f laada •> 
lena {Ortt» )(*7 It IT7f 
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remains in tlie territory of the States, •which he piobably will get 
out of on Tuesday He then is to pass for a valet-de-chambre of 
Stepney, 1 ll going to settle his master’s affairs, and to pass through 
Hanover and Brunswick, where he is to inquire for Loid Cornwallis , 
and then to proceed for Berlin, where, if he does not find him, 
Mr Ewart 2 will at least put him on the nght scent As I foresaw 
the Princess of Orange 3 would and must know mdeed ultimately 
of his anival at Berlin, I felt the chance of losing her confidence, 
if I kept the despatching Brooks a secret from her. I did not there- 
fore only make a virtue, but a civility (full as essential m politics) 
of necessity, and immediately after the receipt of the mail which 
brought me your last letters I went to the House m the Wood, 4 
under the pretence of introducing Lady Mary Duncan, 5 who is now 
here, and told her I had despatched a special messenger to 
Mr. Ewart .... 

I am sure you will laugh at the idea of my having made Lady 
Mary Duncan subservient to political purposes , but I would have 
employed her even m a more preposterous way, if it had been 
essential towards carrying a material point. 

I am, &&, 

J Harris 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 

DEAR BOSS, Berlin, Sept 9, 1785 

I wrote to you fiom Breslaw a long and confidential lettei, 
but when I read it over, I was afraid to send it, and put it in the 
fire Tou shall Lave a full detail when I come to England, which 
will be about the end of next month Suffice it to say that on the 
whole, fiom the first person I met, I have been throughout rather 
disappointed I intend after the Potzdam manoeuvres, which end 
the 23rd, to go to Cassel, and return to the Magdeburg inspection, 
which is undei the Duke of Brunswick, 6 on the 10th, 11th, and 12th 
October, and then return directly to England Our old General, 

1 Sir John Stepney, 7th Bart, b 1744, 3 Wife of William V , Prince of Orange, b 

d Oct 1811, unm M P for Monmouth Aug 7, 1751, d June 9, 1820 
Boroughs from Nor 1707, to March, 1788 4 The residence of the Stadtholder, situated 

The third Bart, m Justinn,dnu ofVandjhe at the extremity of the large wood, nearly two 
Sir Tolin was succeeded by his brother, the miles in length, which joins the Hague 
■w ell known Sir Thomas Stepney 5 Lady Mar} Duncan, d of Sackrille, 7th 

- Joseph Ewart, b 1759 ,d Jan 27, 1792, Earl of Thanet, b 1723, d (according to 
ra 1785, Lliznbcth Frederique, Comtessc ron Collins) July 5, 1806, m Sept 10,1703, 
Wnrtersleben He was Secretary to Sir John Sir William Duncan, Bart,, Physician to the 
Stepney in 1783, Secretary of Legation at King, and uncle to the 1st Lord Duncan 
Berlin (roni 1785 to 1787, and then Minister c The Duke of Brunswick was, in 1758, 

ll tic to Dec. 1791 the Hercditarj Prince 
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Dnko Ferdinand, looked much better than I expected, and received 
me very graciously Abercromby, 1 Husgravo,* Sytnes,* and tho pre- 
cise and buckram Dundas* are here La Fayette* and I were tho 
best fncnds possible in SHeeia. He is gono to Vienna, but returns 
for tho Potzdam manceuvres. I liavo hithorto proceeded on tho 
business* which you know of as well as I could expect, Ion must 
suspend your curiosity on all tho subjocts which I liavo not touched 
upon, till my return to England. 

\our ever faithful and aifeebonnto friend, 

CoicnvAhLis. 


Josurn Ewart Esq^ to toe Marquis or CACiiirmiEs 
My Lord Botin, Aap so its 5. 

Every possible mark of attention was shown by tho 
lung to nis Royal Highness tho Duho of lork and Lmd Com 
wallw and General Grenvillo luul tho honour to dino over} dn\ with 
IIu Mojo-tj: I lmrc Ac 

Tos. Ewart 


The M acquis or CUnvAirmrs tu Eacr Coewallis. 

[rnr*te uA CooWretliL] 

Mt Lord ft i as. 

Count I n«i tho Fru.sian “Minister linving repeatedly men 
tinned to mt tho hmg Ills Modern, de*ire of linving it in hLi power 
to communicate to Ills Mnjcstv b} tho means of tomo confidt nllal 
J* r-on, lus s< ntiments rc-qx'cting the present general stnto of h urojH 
I am commanded i»\ tho lung to inform your L<ml<hip tlrnt it is 
His Mnjedy n pleasure tlrnt }ou sltoold acquaint thohing of 1 ru ta 
of miit h mg dnlv autlionscd to confer with Ills May^t} on nnv 
jh mts which it mnv npj>ear to lura expedient to commumcnto to tho 
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'King in the most secret and confidential manner , at the same time 
your Loidship will not fail to assure His Piussian Majesty of the 
King’s friendship and good will towaids him. 

The earnest desire of the King of Prussia to open a more dnect 
and confidential intercourse with England, I am apt to believe 
ongmates rather m a desire of sounding the intentions of this Court, 
than from any real intention of a fan and candid communication 
either of future views or even of piesent opinions it behoves us, 
howevei, at all events to cultivate this apparent friendly conduct on 
the part of that Piince, and, by not committing ourselves, meet him 
piecisely upon his ground 

I had the honour of stating to your Lordship, previous to your 
departure for Berlin, that before any serious connexion could be 
enteied into with Prussia, it would be absolutely necessaiy to know 
how far that power might be depended upon m respect to Fiance, 
and whether the former intercourse between them was either dimi- 
nished oi maintained , and the only encumstance which could pro- 
bably totally break that intei course would be the King of Piussia 
discovering some new plan of aggrandizement, piojected by the 
Emperor m concert with, and to be supported by, the Court of Ver- 
sailles Should such an event take place, this country must then 
give up all hopes of an alliance with the Emperor ; at the same 
time Prussia could no longer reckon upon the assistance of France , 
and m that case it might be prudent for England and Prussia to 
form a more close and intimate connexion 

In the mean time, however, it will be highly expedient to listen 
with attention to any proposal the King of Prussia may make, either 
m respect to the future conduct of the two Courts in Kussia oi m 
Holland, or to the general system he may think they should pursue 
m case the Emperor and France should evidently be acting in 
concert, so as to endanger the public tranquillity by the attempting 
any new project of aggrandizement or ambition 

Every degree of information in regard .to that Prince’s senti- 
ments upon these points will be of importance for His Majesty to 
be apprized of , and the high opinion which the King of Prussia, 
m common with the rest of the world, entertains of your Lordship’s 
character, will probably induce him to be more communicative to 
you upon these subjects, than to any other person His Majesty could 
have honoured with so confidential a commission 

Tour Loidship will not fail to observe, that m the piesent 
situation of affans, it is our wish rathei to listen to what may be 
proposed by His Piussian Majesty than to make any direct proposal 
on our part Foimer transactions have convinced this Court of the 
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great caution necessary to be observed m every transaction with so 
artful as well os so experienced a character in every branch of 
political intrigue and therefore it bohoves ns more than ever at a 
moment like the present to proceed with that degree of caution 
and circumspection as will neither engngo ns too dooplv on tho ono 
hand, nor on tho other, prevent that Pnnco from listening to any 
proposals of a moro direct tendency towards friendship and alliance 
should future circumstances obligo ns to wish for such a connexion. 

lour lordship will linvo the goodness (whenever yon t hink 
proper to wnto upon tho subject of any conversation yon may havo 
with the King of Prussia) to send your letters by some eafo con 
vovanoo to Sir James Hams at tho Hague, who will toko care to 
forward thorn, as tho common poet is by no means to bo trusted. 

I am, 

Cahmarthex 

Joerm Ewabt Esq to the Mjleqcis or CxtuximiDr 

31 V LonD, Berlin, &r*- 10 1785. 

Lord Cornwallis not having an opportunity of con 
versing in pnvato with tho King of Prussia in Silesia, 1 havo tho 
honour to transmit to your Lordship by his pnrticidar direction, an 
account of tho steps ho lias taken since lus arrival hero. 

As it was necessary His Prussian Majesty should bo prepared 
for giving on audience at Potzdam I accompanied Lord Cornwallis 
to Mima. Jltrtzbcrg s 1 on tl>o 8th and tho following is tlio sulwtnnco 
of tins communication raado to that 3lrautcr m lus Lordships own 
wonb — 'Hint tho King had commanded mo to assort His Prussian 
Mnjoty tliat tho connexiun fonnod betwoen tliem b) tiro Gcrmnmc 
Association pnro liim groat satisfaction, especially os ho hoped it 
might lead to n more intimate and clwr connexion between 
1 nglnnd ami 1 ru no, which was a thing His 3Injrsty most carnotty 
doom'd. Tliat although tho finances of Lnglond liad suffered 1 y tho 
Into exp* n«ivo war yit that liad not been in n greater projrortiun 
tlian tlio«i of h» r rivals and hy tin j Ian of strict economy which 
was ad ij t*sh an 1 tin flounslung stat* of In r commerce thiTt could 
U no doubt that Lnglond would l>c ol h to «u|rj<urt her wt iglit and 
dignity with tin otht r j jwi rs of Lurujs. Tliat Lord Cnrmarthm 

* I '*-! I Urvi C rV J I l-ri -~r- J llrf ir I 4 ui f |r~Mt •/ C-U 
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had assured me that the members of the Cabinet entertained the 
same wishes which His Majesty had expressed, and would be glad, 
by endeavouring to lender mutual good services, to lay the founda- 
tion of a firm and lasting alliance That I (Lord Cornwallis) was 
charged with no negotiation, having been commanded, as a Mili tary 
man, to see the Prussian troops , and that His Majesty and His 
Ministers seizing such an opportunity of malang these strong pio- 
fessions of His Majesty’s friendship, was a convincing proof how 
sincerely they preferred a Prussian alliance to that of any other 
power. 

It is unnecessary to say anything of Mons Hertzberg’s senti- 
ments expressed on the occasion, as they have alieady been so often 
mentioned to your Lordship, and he immediately wrote an account 
of this conversation to the King But as Lord Cornwallis made 
nearly the same communication to Count Fmckenstem 1 yesterday, 
it may not be amiss to give some account of his very favourable 
answei His Excellency said that he should have the immediate 
opportunity of acquainting the King his master verbally with his 
Lordship’s report, and that he was peisuaded he would be highly 
sensible of so respectable a testimony of the King’s, and of the 
flattering mark of attention shown by His Majesty and His Ministers 
in the employing Ins Lordship to give such assurances That no 
doubt could be entertained of the sincerity of the King of Prussia’s 
professions to England, after the eventual engagements which had 
been already formed on the principle of the mutual interests of the 
two Courts, which coincided so perfectly m every pomt. And that 
as the great object of both was the preservation of peace, His 
Prussian Majesty conceives that every purpose could be answered 
at present by a general concert of measures, without exciting the 
jealousy of our respective rivals, by contracting a formal alliance. 
But that, at the same time, the King of Prussia was ready to render 
every sernce m his power to England, which might not be incom- 
patible with our mutual pacific system. And could we ever succeed 
to detach Russia from the alliance with Austria, His Prussian Majesty 
would no longer preserve his present precautions, but be ready to 
enter Into the closest connexion with Great Britain 

Last mght Mons Hertzbeig showed me the King’s answer to 
him, m which, after approving of what had passed m the conversa- 
tion with Lord Cornw allis , he orders him to acquaint his Lordship 


1 Charles Guillaume, Comte de Fmcken- 50th anniversary of his entering the public 
stein, b Feb 11,1714, d Jan 3, 1800, m senice Jan 5, 1799 He was Minister for 
May, 1743, Sophia Henrietta Susan, Countess Foreign Affairs, and practically Prime Minis- 
Fmckenstein Silgenberg He celebrated the ter, for many years 
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with his intention of speaking to him folly at Potzdam, and of then 
delivering Ins sentiments on tho different subjects. 

I next waited on Count Flnckenstom, who likowiso told mo in 
tho strongest terms his wish to open himself to Lord Comwnlhs 
without reserve and that Hu Majesty desired hu Lordship would 
accompany Hia Royal Highness tho Dnko of York to Potxdam on 
tho 17th for that purpose. 

Tho Prussian Minister farther told mo tho King had repented 
his earnest desiro to cnltivato tho closest intimacy with Hu Majesty, 
both as King of Great Bntain and Elector of Hanover and that 
ho was ready to do all that could bo required of him on tlio above- 
mentioned paciflo principles. 

That Hu Majesty had again particnlarly mentioned tho Russian 
Ministers obsomng that he thought somo sourco of contention 
might soon spring up between the Imperial Courts, which tho 
English Minuter ot Pctorahurgh might hnvo it m las power to 
increase no as to bring about tho wished for clinngo repeating that 
ho would then contract whatovor ongagomonta Great Britain might 
think proper 

Count Fmchenstcm also informed mo that ho had spokon to 
lum folly with relation to Holland, particularly insisting on tho 
caution it was nccosary to observo, on account of tho numerous 
embarrassments of tho htadtholdcr , but that Hu Majesty did not 
entertain tho least doubt of tho rocstabbshmcnt of tho nnciont 
system in the Ropubbc, whatovor might happen at tho present 
moment. 

Lord Cornwallis desires mo to add, tirnt tho lung of Prussia s 
off.ni to Great Bntain of lus good ofllces, ns fur as possible without 
risking n rupture could only relato to tho measures which mn\ bo 
thou 0 ht odrLsablo in Holland. 

I liavo tho honour to bo <Cc., 

Jon. twurr 

Macqui or Cabaiaetticx to Fib JAxrs Ramus. 

Mr hear ^itt, l jiuntifriL 1* irr 

Tho h of P is ontmgi-ons with poor I usi for Iwving inti- 
mntod tlio txpcdi ncy of writing to I^ml Cornwallis upon tho 
uni j vt r f d neartT nmn^tnn htwi-en tho tuo Courts. Hot lls 
him hr* has Ik^ n guilt) of an ejTfimttnt wliirh <1 Torres tlio mr^t 
* x mj Urr j nni hw< nt in an< th t lettrr mj j »vs he mn t lure 
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lc diable au coips to Lave been guilty of such an indiscretion, and 
threatens linn with Ins heaviest displeasure if not moie discreet in 
future His pool penitent Minister sends a copy of a despatch for 
Ins testification , and after wishing rather to sacrifice Ins life than 
mcui Ins master’s displeasure, throws himself on the clemency of 
that mild and merciful monarch. Had Ins P iM seen my letter 
to Lord Cornwallis, he need not have been alarmed at the idea 
of our piessmg him to form an alliance, as the chief purport of my 
despatch was duectmg Ins Lordship to get all possible information 
from H M, and m letmn to give him as many civil woids as 
possible, but not to commit tins Court m the smallest degiee by 
the lemotest idea of anything like an alliance The (head of such 
a proposal expressed m the letters to L is a sufficient pi oof, I 
think, of the French influence still remaining m full force at 
Berlin, notwithstanding any professions to the conti ary, and, to 
say truth, I am not sorry for its still continuing, as I cannot but 
think that cwcumstance alone will contribute moie than anything 
to the revival of the old system In the mean time, howevei, our 
language must be as friendly, and our conduct as respectful and 
attentive as ever, to the 001111; of Berlin In short, we should 
make it as useful to us as possible, without ever trusting it foi a 
moment lam, &c, 

Carmarthen. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Marquis of Carmarthen 

[Private ] 

My Lord, Potzdam, Sept 20, 1785 

I have endeavouied with as much accuracy as possible to 
transmit to your Lordship the heads of what His Prussian Majesty 
said to me m the Duke of Brunswick’s apartment at Sans Souci 
On my readmg ovei the paper to the Duke, he was of opinion that 
I had stated every thing very exactly, and had left out nothing 
that was m any degiee material The Duke further said that he 
was convinced the Kin g had spoke his real sentiments without any 
reserve, and that he was perfectly sincere 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that the Duke of 
Brunswick was present during my interview with His Majesty, and 
it certainly affixes a much greatei weight to every thing that 
passed 

On the evening of the 18th the King was taken ill, and yesterday 
morning we were much alarmed about him It appears to have 
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been tho gout that attached I 113 Ertomach and as it has now fallen 
into his foot, I should apprehend there is no danger Mr Ewart 
remains hero all (lay and will inform your Lordship if any material 
alteration should tnko place in regard to His Majesty s health. I 
cannot conclndo without mentioning in the strongest terms tho 
ment, assiduity and intelligent of Mr Ewnrt and assuring your 
Lordship that I think it very fortnnato that our business at this 
Court is in such able hands. I propose being in England in about 
a month, when I shall bo glad to giro His Majesty every information 
in my power rclatiro to this country 

I hnvo tho honour to bo, <fcc^ 

Coiinwalub. 


I Ira r« or wiut the kiso or Prussia said to Loon Cdutwallis at 
Sass Boca, the 17tu or S Errors En, 1785 

IIis Majesty assured mo that ho was oqunlly desirous of 
friendship and connection with tho King of Great Britain but said 
that wo roust first tako a view of tho political stato of Europe 
That tho balaneo of powor wliich England had so long and so 
strcnucrady support od, was lost That h ranco, Spain Austria, and 
Bo ma wero in nllianco and that Holland was m tho j>ower of 
France to whom tho ruling powers wero totally dovoted. 

That I ngland and Pms-ua wero witliout onj all) wliat 
over That tho**o two powers alono wero not a match for that mn«s 
winch ho had dcscribod. That England would liavo to contend 
with tho fleets of Franco, Spam, Holland, and perhaps Bus.ua Ho 
should lrnro upon Ins hands tlio armies of I ranco Austria, and 
Bosnia tliat altlarogli from somo fortunate circumstances such a 
contort liad been maintained, it was not a go mo to play often. 

Ho rani Franco and Austria wero dosch connected, becnu«o 
Franco wi lied to bo ablo to tarn her wlmlo force to her Marine and 
ngtunrt I ngland and that tho Fmporor * nllianco secured lier from 
a continental war Tliat this was so favounto a point with bronco 
that sho even consented to tho alienation of Bavnna, although it 
was guaranteed by her to the Dulo of DouxpontiO Ho lmd heard 
hut spoke of it only as n report tliat tho 1 Jrctor of Bavaria was to 

CljfU* Ar" - IwChrtWn, Lhj'.WVj lix* »rl »iUj In IUradt, If MtrrtUoA 
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have the title of King, and to receive a fixed levenue fioin the 
Low Countries, guaranteed to him by Fiance , that the gainsons 
were still to be Austrian, and that Fiance was to have Namui and 
Luxembuig 

He stated that Austria had hold of Russia, both by the Empiess 
and liei favourite Potemkm , 1 that the Emperor flattered the 
foimer with conquests on the Tuilis, and even with the possession 
of Constantinople, and tbe latter with promises of being Hospodar 
of Wallaclna and Moldavia That, m this situation of affans, he 
did not think it would be wise to give alarm to all the Great 
Powers of Europe by a treaty between England and Prussia He 
considered England as his ally, and hoped the King of England 
would look on him m the same light He would do him every 
good office m his power, and give him intelligence of eveiy thing 
that came to Ins knowledge that could affect oi be prejudicial to 
him, and trusted that His Britannic Majesty would do the same m 
i etnm to hum That a treaty still subsisted between them, which 
he was willing to consider as binding, and which would at present 
answei eveiy purpose 

That he felt the utmost anxiety foi the affans of Holland, from 
his connexion with the house of Orange, and from his desne of pie- 
ventmg Holland from becoming m fact a province to France, which 
would be highly prejudicial to the interests of Prussia as well as 
those of England. 

That it was the plan of Fiance, after destroying the Staat- 
' houdeiat, to govern the States by an ambassador That he would 
do every thing in his power to counteract this both m France and 
Holland, and had already taken some measures foi that purpose. 
He was convinced violent means would not do, unless we had a 
foice to support them, wluch was not at present the case Even if 
a popular commotion could be laised, as m the time of the De Wits, 
a French and Austrian army were on the bordeis of Holland, ready 
to support them party He was appiehensive that the interference 
and activity of our Minis ter at the Hague would do mischief if it 
was discovered He a dmi tted that an alliance with Fiance would 
immediately follow the peace with the Empeioi, and said, How 
can I prevent it ?— and intimated that there was no other way but 
by declaring war against all Emope After talking much on this 
subject, and stating that the treacherous conduct of France towards 
the Repubhc, and the disgraceful peace which she obliged her to 

* Gregoire Alexandrowich Potemkin, b side, irhen tra\ elhng to Nicolaieff, in tbe nnui 
Sept 1736, d Oct 15, 1791, on the road- of his niece, Comtesse Bramtzkn 
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make 1 would certainly render tho ruling party very unpopular lie 
repeated tlmt lie would giro every assistance m hu power and com 
mumcate freely with England. Ho thought tho Stadtholder to 
save himself from destruction must for the present giro up some 
of lus privileges. 

llo then expatiated ranch on the necessity of endeavouring to 
detach some of tin* powers from the great league and pointed out 
Hit on os the principal object. Ho said that if Russia conld lx got 
ovi r ho was ready to sign a triple alliance as soon os wo pleased, 
lie thought it of the ntmost importance to England to gain Russia 
as well for her pohtienl as commercial interests and tlmt it would 
not K diilicult to inspire the LmpTcss of Russia with a jealous 
tliat tho Emperor was not in earnest in liu assurances of awi ting 
hi r design* ogninst tho Turks tlmt he would not be desirous of 
exchanging so feeble a ncighbonr as tho Turk for one so powerful 
ns Ru sin. His Prussian Majesty likewise was of opinion tlmt means 
might lieu-Msltogam I otcmkin and suggested that if tin hmperor 
h* id him l»v tho flattering hope* of King llo-podar we might throw 
out nltw r obj*Tt< to catch his vamt\ and mi ntioned amongst otlu rs 
thoemwnofl olaml He was con vinerd that Denmark would follow 
Rn w. 

Mo a krd how we were with other |>owen*, and jmtticularlv 
1 irtugnl and said tlmt he lnanl the Pnnct of Asturias* was 
ineliti l t » us. H s«d h knew 1 rnnci was trvfn r to hurt us 
ruruli n tlmt sh lutd s* nl |» , oph to India to di turl» th« Iran 
qnilhti if that n nntrj hut tlmt tin v Imd re turned witliout i IT si 
mg anything tlmt she was Ira-ih « mpln\ d in Ireland. IlelHipd 
w won! 1 lo^ n > tim« in putting our ofTaim thi n < n so snf a 
f *ih r n !‘l m n » daitgi r of a civil wur which on on nip»*ar 
ai ^ if n f n ig»i one l nine* wmill nit fail to ns. h' r utme^t 
« r rts 1 » f nrnt. 
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portanee which she had formeily held m the scale of Europe, and , 
lender her as great and respectable as his father had done 

During the whole conversation, winch was very long on his part, 
he never intimated an idea of a possibility of a breach between 
France and Austria, but spoke of then union as fixed on the most 
peimanent basis ( He never mentioned any management to be 
necessaiy to be observed by him towards France, except such as 
would preclude her from any plausible pretence of pioceeding to 
extremities against him, befoie he was strengthened by proper 
alliances 


Frederick II to Earl Cornwallis 

Monsiem le Lieutenant-Gen dral de Cornwallis, — C’est bien k 
regret que je ne puis avant votre depart d’lei vous renouveller de 
bouche les sentimens d’estime que votre mente M’a msprrde Je 
le fais par la presente, en rdponse k votre lettre d’hier, et vous 
peimets en meme terns, d’aller von les manoeuvres de mes trouppes 
k Magdebourg, pnant Sur ce Dieu, Monsieur le Lieutenant- 
General de Cornwallis, qu’il vous ait en sa samte et digne garde. 

Potzdam, ce 24 de Sept 1785 FeDERIG 

Au Lieut -General de Cornwallis, au service de S M B 

Frederick had been taken ill Sept 18, and the signatme to 
this letter is hardly legible 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -Colonel Ross 

Dear Ross, Hanover, Oct 5, 1785 

I take the opportunity of Grenville’s going home to send 
you a few hues, as I tlnnk it tolerably safe , but as I am but just 
arrived fiom Cassel, and Grenville sets out to-morrow morning, 
I have not time to say much. 

In the first place, the Royal Pei son 1 whom I saw first does not 
give much hopes, further than a great deal of good nature and a 
very good heart His military ideas aie those of a wild boy of the 
Guards, the uniforms and promotions of that corps, about which He 
is vehement to excess One cannot, however, help loving him 
There is no maintien — no distance — any impudent blackguard may 
be as familial as he pleases Theie is no chance of any good coming 
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1 nt lir Iii* lx ing kept abroad and of the Enghdi being kipt from 
him. 

My reception in wn« not flattering thtre Mas n mo?t 

marked prefen nee fir La Favette whether it proceeded from tlio 
King* knowing more of ! ranct and liking tatter to talk about it 
I know not The envoi rv l* \< n fine the infnntrvciactl\ Hkotlm 
Hi mm onlv tnlhr and better K>t up, bnt ranch slower in tlieir 
moreminta Thar raarirrumr^ were well a* the word C eneml in 
I upland would l»c hooted nt for pmcti ing two lined coming up 
within i>tx vnnl* of one another and firing in one another « /ace* 
till titer had no ammunition left nothing could bo more ndu tilon*. 
Out of compliment to tho Duke of Brun*wick, I go to tta inflection 
at Magdeburg lut I a *ure von I gnidgt tracellmg lid) mtta* on 
the wi r*t roadi in I nrop< for it Terr mnclt 

I lind no nj jxirtunitv of wung n word to the lung in 
ntaiit the bu ine^x rou know of but is hen I nrrmd at Berlin I 
rcci ned a b tter from Ix>rd ( authorizing me through tlie I'nivimn 
Mini t rs to a k f< r n confident ml audit nn I wo* them honoured 
with n l ng nn 1 sm inti renting i-onf* rence nt the Duke of Ilntn* 
I'K'lvf apirtmi nta nt I otzilam in pre^enn of tho Duke when f re- 
d n k i-lii wi 1 tlmt honour the Mr» ngth of hi* l*xl\ ma\ l* 1m 
| itn ktli fhnilti *sof hi* mind an ►till|>erf‘ct I pent tin Mitatnlire 
tfwlmth miiI to taml t annarth* n, and stated it IUlim icrv 
ftfruralflv nt 1 i t th< Duke ( f It a un-d me that I wu* jx rf •cth 
m<-t. TIi Id man was tnkui ill tin nal dm Hi rtill 
Jo li J ~ 1 null think it n n d »ul f fid w h th< r In w iIMm < nt tin 
wmt r Tli I nnr. « f I nt m* i* 1 u 1 n» ml Tntu n in tlmt »x tin 
trr an 1 nj ] “tips r nllv to «! - rr it II< h unnnlr dt f * d tin 
n it ii n with I ri„l umI Init win tin r h lui* nl ihti ** t tunintaui 
th*' tm| tui o c f that nn lr I ^ it timnuih nn do< i«r 

l am rr m m 1 an I 1* krd tav« n 1 in -a t in nt tin I ^ t f mi 
I r fn t I Dm-’ * it fallr f r th m -n nt mnk mr unfit t > 
htt i J t amt! m nn II f ar uni will I n 1 tl i I tt r u-rr « nf»M 1 
1 | I i* 1 if n bid n hll'’ n I < f this in -ntl nr I } II n t 
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The Marquis or Carmaiuiun io JosLm Ewart, Esq 

Sir, Sf Tnmos’s, Oct 7, 1785 

Youi vciy mteiestmg despatches. Nos fib, 100, 
mid 101, with their seveml mclosmes, wero leeoived on Sunday and 
Monday last, and ha\c been laid bcfoie the King 

In case Loid Comw alhs should be still at Beilin, you will inform 
his Loidslup of my having leccncd Ins lcttei, and of the King’s 
satisfaction at the fuendlv sentiments, as well ns confidential com- 
munication upon the gencial state of Em ope, winch fell horn His 
Piussian Majesty m the eonveisution which that Pi nice held until 
Ins Lordship. . . I have, &e , 

Carmarthen 

Sir James Harris to 1111: Marquis oi- Carmarthen 

[Pm ate ] 

My DEAR Lord, Hague, No; 1, 1785 

I had a gieat deal of very mteiestmg conversation 
with Lord Comuallis, uluch lie, no doubt, mil hnve lepeated to 
youi Loidslup The most impoitant pait of it was the account of 
that uluch passed between him and the Luke of Biimswick, and Ins 
description of the Pimee of Prussia’s cliaiactei and sentiments 
The idea that Fiance has shut the door to Piussin, and not Piussia 
to Fiance, leconciles a great deal of seemingly contradictory con- 
duct winch has passed under my eyes foi these last four months 
Till, however, Piussia acts here, wheie she can act without danger 
and efficaciously, I shall not considei the dooi to be locked, and 
rather suppose it to be ajai j am? & c } 

J Harris 


H R H the Dure of York to Earl Cornwallis 

My DEAR Lord, Hano; cr, No; 29, 1785 

Permit me to return youi Lordship my most smeeie thanks 
foi your very obliging letter of the 8th, winch came safely to my 
hands It gave me the greatest pleasm e to heai that you have so 
perfectly succeeded in lemoving those suspicions 1 winch we had 
remarked, and winch might have been of the veiy gieatest detri- 
ment heieafter By a letter which I leceived by the last courier, 


1 This alludes to Loid Cornwallis’s inter; iew with Frederick 
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I was very happv to find that tho account of tho conversation which 
> oa have had, has given each entire satisfaction, and that people 
ore sensible that it is everything which wo had a nght to expect 
1 do not choo*o by this modo of conveyance to say more, but I 
shall take tho liberty to wnto to you more folly upon tlus subject 1 
bv tho first snro opportunity 

"W o had last week a great boar hunt, in which we killed sixty 
Abercrombv fired twico at them but missed both times. How 
ever Thursday next we shall liavo another when I hopo ho will 
liavo better success, for ho declares ho slrnll not be at case till ho 
lias killed one I will not trcmblo your Lordship this timo witli a 
longer letter I cannot however conclude without repenting to 
your Lordship, how exceedingly happv I am m liavmg Irnd this 
opportunity of making voor acquaintance and how anxious I shall 
ever bo to keep it up. 

I am m\ Lord, your Lordship s most obedient servant, 

Fuedeiiick. 


Eacl Coexwalus to Ijevt -Oolovix Korn. 

1)CAII JlKuWIStrwl Feb, 13 1 M 

I luul just Mint ms kttor to the jwst before I received yours 
of tho OiIl I am glad you approvo of my d cratch.* I cannot 
My I liave heard much about it since I rnmo home Tho D of 
( loncotor* lias not been ill tho wliolo was a lie probablv with 
Mine new as to public mourning I certainly should be glad of a 
r< nt of ( unnl but cannot at present judge what steps I could 
tnht in rav* of a varnnc\ * 

\\ itli I-onl Lotluan ** permi«ion, I sj>oke to Lord Cnrmnrtln n 
who lias promised to wnto to hi ltlt,* to ih^ire him tounplov Lonl 
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Ancram , 1 and said lie v ould let me know as soon as he got an answei 
I sliall not fail to lemmd linn of it. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lifut -Colonel Ross 

Dear Boss, Mansfield street, lob 2s, 1780 

The proposal of going to India lias been pressed upon me 
so strongly, with the circumstance of the G-ovemor-General’s being 
independent of lus Council, as intended in Dundas’s former bill, 
and having the supreme command of the military, that, much 
agamst my will, and nitli giicf of keait, I have been obliged to say 
yes, and to exchange a life of ease and content, to encountei all the 
plagues and miseries of command and public station I have this 
day notified my consent, and shall go down to-morrow for a few 
days to Culford You will lose no time in coming up, as I shall 
want youi assistance immediately They talk of sending us off 
early m April, but that I suppose will be impossible 

Yours evei, 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My D E A R Lord, Mansfield Street, April 10, 1786 

Undei standing that it is thought proper that I should be 
honomed with. aCommission of Cominander-in-Cluef of His Majesty’s 
forces m India, I should wish you would be kind enough to lose no 
time m taking His Majesty’s pleasure on tins subject It is probable 
that Sir Eyre Coote’s 2 Commission may be proposed as a model , 
but as it contains a power of granting all commissions below those 
of Colonels of Begiments, and as I understand that His Majesty has 
expressed a strong disinclination to delegate such power m time of 
peace, I would by no means desire to press the insertion of it m 


1 William, Earl of Ancram, afterwaids 6th 
Marquis of Lothian, K T , b Oct 4, 1764, 
d April 27, 1824, m 1st, April 14, 1793, 
Henrietta, dan of John, 2nd Earl of Buck- 
inghamshire (whose previous marriage with 
Somerset, 1st Earl of B elm ore, had been dis- 
sohed by Act of Parliament), 2nd, Dec 1, 

1806, Harriet, dau of Henry, 3rd Duke of 
Buccleuch 


s General Sir Eyre Coote, K B , b 1726, 
d April 30, 1783, m July 8, 1763, Susan, 
d of Charles Hutchinson, Esq , Governor of 
St. Helena He was among the most distin- 
guished of the British Commanders in India, 
and had acquired the devoted attachment of 
the sepoys — See Quarterly Remew, i ol rvm 
p 390 
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Tnv Comrmsraon. I likewise beg that it may be understood that I 
do not expect any pa) * from thi3 appointment 

Behove me, iVc-, 

COKNWALLIS, 


Ext.l OonxwAtxn to Loan Stdxet 
Jit DEAD IjO TlD, JUaifidJ Stmt, April 14 1788 

Aa I find von did not boo the King yesterday, I tnho tho 
liberty aa timo presses, to remind yon of tho dormant commission 
of Adjutant General for Ross. Tho King spoko of it to Fawcett in 
terms of the most perfect approbation. Yon might probabh b) 
letter receive tho Kings orders to notify liis pleasure on this head 
to tho War Office I liavo not inquired about my own commission, 
but concludo tliat everything is dono aberat it I trust to your 
kindness in expediting this business with earnestness. 

1 am, Ac 

Coiln-wallik. 


Evrl Cokvwaujs to Loed Srnvrr 

My nr m Lord, rortanooth, Apfl 30 11 178 1. 

I am perfect]) satisfied with tho opinion of tho gentlemen 
of the law rclativo to tho sign nmnunl Tho pocket is just arrived 
and I found tho despatches from tho India House hero so that wo 
►hall crrtatnlv soil to-morrow morning if tho wind continues fair 
Ik assured of mv uncero good wishes to yourself and Lady bjdney, 
nml all vmir fumilv 

And Ulimrc me most afleetlonateU 

CottMV \LUH. 

de*tros me to j*re*i nt Ins bc,t respect*. 

I iri. CtrswALUs to the Hi nor or Jjanirui axp Covurrny 
I>ar Taup< 1. 11 v ; ijm 

1 luiw jtt't rrr« ired vcmrhtter and om from William fur 
tiliteh 1 1 g >c u will tlwnk him. Onr wind continu s »h contmr) 
n I *~i71e I hop. swiwdl rr fitmo to write to mo 1 * m r crmtint 

U 1 rv-oli* t li« I 1 1 

■»! I jfiU -wi if "i ml Ln Irut ' / / 

1-~ 11 • - l rr 
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of Biome gives me gieat pleasure I hope you Avail not have much 
tiouble about the house, and rathei wish that General Fawcett had 
taken it at once off vour hands 

Torn truly affectionate brothei, 

Cornwallis 

I have received a lettei from Loid Fairford 1 If Mis Cornu allis 
01 yourself should see him, you may say I will attend to it 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bisuor of Lichfield and Coventry 

DEAR jAhEES, Back of the Isle of Wight, Mnj 6, 11 am, 1786 

We have past got under sail, and shall, if the 


wind stands, get down Channel 


1 Arthur, Lord Fturford, afterwards 2nd 
Marquis of Down-durc, h March 8, 1753, d 
Sept 7, 1801, m Tunc 29, 1786, Mary, 
Baroness Sandys in her own right Sat in 
England, as Lord Fairford, for Lostwithiel, 
Nov 1774 to 1780, nnd then for Malmesbury, 


Yours, &c , 

Cornwallis 

to March, 1784, nnd m Irolnnd, as Lord Kil- 
vrarlin, for the county of Down, from June, 
1776, till he became n peer, Oct 13, 1793 
His name mil occur frequently m the years 
1798 d seq 
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CHAPTER VIII 
INDIA 

Additional pcmrr* conferod on the GoTpmoT-Ofpenl — Mr Pitt# Eut Indk 
Ml — rU'^al trestle* with ha tiro — SUto of the Company t troop* 

— Lord Comwtdlij • habits and mode of life — Coodnct of the late (krrem 

meat — Id recruiting Comjnny’s array — Corruption of Civil Servants 

— Tnwlc with China — CmliUm of hatiro IMncc* 

I> preparing tills portion of the?o volumes, it lias boon found 
cxtremoly difficult to compress tho largo mass of materials into b 
reasonable compass, and at tlto samo tnno to giro a continnous 
account of tbo political career of Lord Cornwallis, and to explain 
Ids motive* for tho rnst cl mages ho introduced. 

In making tho selection, many interesting letters hnro been 
lpontnbh omitted, bat this lias arisen from a reluctance to weronso 
tho hulk of tlio work, and, for tho samo reason, papers already 
published hnro ren seldom been reprinted, except when they were 
necet-sarr a-’ in tho mao of tho /onnndon scttlomont, to complcto 
tlio normtiro of tho administration of Lord Cornwallis. Sorao 
others, mo-tl) of great length, liaro been tlirown into tho Ap- 
pendix but they will bo found well devrring an ottentiro 
perusal bj tho<o who desire nccurato information of tho principles 
which guided l»rd Cornwall w, or wish to read tho details of his 
campaigns. 

NcnrK four jean had i lapsed since Mr Pandas first mjg- 
p>-ded tlio appointment of Lord Cornwallis as ( orernor ( em ral 
of India. In the intirml great cliangcs laid tak< n plarc At! Ii 
ti >nnl powi r liad b'm confi m*d on tho Cow roor Oinoml, nnd 
ran us cIm* ks w n lotrodurr 1, rendering loss pro! ml h th< 
continuanct of tho al u-<-< of which mmplnmt* lmd jin noli ly 
b n N*JU tlr mad Tlio gn*nt ndtnim tmtiw tnlmN tin firm 
<1 sn bin, nn l th commanding intellect of l/*rd GIit« 1 ami 3lr 
Hatin/s* lmd undt r all di odrantngi-s, *uccc»sl *<1 g<m rally in 

t l»rt Url CL ia Inj^t ►rt’il I *1/1 II*n. tfim* I l 

t*« lilt ^ l i A V* ITU tlj: lei*; r* <W I )t 

'■'* II 4 Mill 1 4j rf rlH ^ 1-O.yT * U |^l J-Ati 

1 - I 1 inn | L> I *»1 I j)*. t. 
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securing foi the Chief of the Government, such influence ns 
enabled lnm to cnny lus own plans mto execution But m one 
veil known instance, the designs of Mr Hastings weie overruled 
by colleagues, whose tenrpei and vanity, added to a total igno- 
rance both of the wants of India and of the policy winch ought to 
have been pursued, led them effectively to thwart the more pidi- 
cious course winch Mi Hastings was anxious to follow When, 
how ever, as too frequently hnp]ieued, pov er fell mto inferior hands, 
all the vices of the system became prominent-,- peculation leigned 
without control, and the rule of the British in India became a 
curse -to -t he-country 

Antecedent to 1773, the Councils at the several Piesidencies 
were composed of numeious membeis, ovei whom the Goveinoi 
had no positive conti ol Hor could he or Ins Council feel any con- 
fidence that the policy adopted one year would not be leversed m 
the next In those days all the twenty-four Directois wore elected 
annually, and the Court of Piopnetors more than once availed 
themselves of their povei to change nearly the whole body, 
and thus to overturn former determinations To receive large 
dividends was the gieat object of the Proprietors, and provided 
such were supplied, they cared little by w r hat means the necessary 
resources w r eic obtained. A Clive might refuse to obey their 
directions, but even a Hastings was often compelled to have 
recourse to measures of winch he did not approve, m order to 
secure the support of his masters 

Under the Act of 1773, the Dnectors were elected for four 
years, six going out annually m rotation A Go vemoi -General 
and four Councillors were appointed for Port William, with a 
limited authority over the subordinate Presidencies, but the 
Governor-General had no gi eater power than his colleagues, except 
that when the votes, including his own, v r eie equal, he had the 
power of giving a second, Mr Hastings was the first Governor- 
General under this Act 1 

It would be foreign to the object of these pages to discuss his 
administration He left Calcutta February Sth, 1785, and was 
succeeded by l\Ii afterwards _Si i J okn „Macpli ergon 2 Meantime 

1 The members of the first Supreme Council a olved, much to his own advantage The 

weie named m the Bill Theywere Mr Nabob of the Carnatic made him his agent m 
Hastings, General Clavenng, Colonel Monson, England, and was always supposed to bring 
Mr Francis, and Mr Barwell Of these, Mr him, and five others into Parliament He 
Barwell only, supported Mr Hastings was made a member of the Supreme Council 

2 Sir John Macphersou Bart , so created Jan 9, 1781 M P for Cnchlade from -April, 

June 10, 1786, b 1745, d Jan 12, 1821 1779, to May, 1782, and for Horsham Sept 

He went to India m 1767, aud was soon em- 1796 to June, 1802 He was a man of large 
ployed by some of the natn e princes, in whose stature, and went by the name of “The 
pecuniary transactions he was speedily in- Gentle Giant ” 
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tho affairs of India hnd oxcited a strong interest and much pnrtv 
feolmg at Lome Two Committees of tho House of Commons Imd 
been appointed — tho ono a Select, the other a Secret Committee 
Twelvo reports emanated from the first and sue from tho latter 
drawn np with great ability and these led to tho introduction of 
Air Foxs celebrated Dill in 1783 In tho following y car Mr Pitt 
proposed and earned a BiH, differing in many important points 
from Air Fox a 

Mr Pitt established a Board of Control, consisting of six Privy 
Councillors, of whom ono was to be a Secretary of Stoto acting ns 
President- This Board was invested with the superintendence and 
in fact with tho complete control of all tho civil, military and 
revenuo affaire of tho Company and their authority extended to 
rejecting any despatch prepared by tho Court of Directors, and 
substituting ono drown np by tliemselvos. 

Tho inodo of electing tho Directors, as fixed in 1773, was main 
tamed- But instead of all questions being submitted to the wholo 
Court, a Secret Committee not exceeding three in number named 
by the Court, was olono to bo intrusted with tho knowledge of any 
matters requiring secrecy especial I\ such as related to peace or 
war 

Faeh Presidency was under n Goremor and three Afcmbcrs 
of Council the Goumor as before Iinnng only a carting vote 
but the ( oTcrnor in ( ouncil at Fort William Iiad supremo nutlionty 
over Almiras and Bombay and might, if noec^ry even suspend 
any or all of the govi ruing bod\ in tlicr*o Presidencies. 

Tin great nnr fcatun in this Bill, was a clause restricting tho 
f ovtmor-Gtneml in Council, without tlw express permission of tho 
Court of Directors, from declaring or commencing hostilities ngmart 
nnv native prince or entering into an} defensive or offi nsivc treaty 
winch might involve the Company in wnr or guaranteeing the 
dominions of an\ pnuci unless hostilita* should lwv» 1 km n com 
m» nnsl <r preparation mn<le for tho nttnek of the Ilnti h domi 
man or of thon of nn\ prince who-* temtones had already 1n*<ii 
gusrant ssL 

I «nrd Cornwallis Imd nlwovs ft It tliat tin |*ow ers conft rml on 
tin C ovt naw ( t neral In tin \rt of 1773 wen far too limit si, 
and this, among otlier realms mad him nloctant to iwvt pt thnt 
< fllci when tuul nd to him in ITt'.L Nor dil he think tliat tin* 
Hll < f ITt'I cntirrlv n moved the diflirulh nnd it wms nr t till h* 
*a a and t>\ tin* Ooy* mment that hi* oly^ii m* diotild l»e ti 
ut 1 tliat |i«» final b coiiM nt*d t * go to Indu. 

\ I ill *ix sr, rnlinjJt I nsiglit in {.'I ( III r Jfl) Intt it 
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did not leceive the loyal assent till after lie had left England By 
it, the Govemoi -General and the other Govemois were enabled, m 
cases which they consideied of emeigency, to act without the assent 
of then Councils, and even conti aiy to then opinion But dissents 
might be recoided m wilting The nomination also of the Com- 
mander-m-Clnef to a seat m Council was no longei to be obligatory 
on the Company, hut was left permissive, as it had pi eviously been 

If a letrospective view be taken of the conduct of the Com- ‘ 
pany’s servants m India — of their lapacity, then corruption, the ■ 
oppression they exercised, their uttei ignorance m many instances 
of the countiy — no poweis confened upon the Governor-General \ 
could be consideied too great Noi had the Court of Directors j 
been exempt from blame Few had any personal knowledge of ! 
India Most weie only anxious to promote then peisonal objects j 
All, it may he said, revelled m jobs The check theiefoie of the 
Boaid of Control was mostj mp ort ant, and ever since that time, this ! 
system which in theoiy appears so impracticable, has worked with j 
smgulai advantage to the countiy 

Compaied with the present territories of the Company, their 
dominions then were of _very hunted extent They had but lately 
emerged fiom the position of a company of mei chants, trading 
with the natives undei permission of the soveieign pimces The 
duties v ere collected, coins struck, justice admimsteied, undei the 
name of the latter, who had but a veiy short time antecedent to 
that of which we are now treating, lehnquished their claims 
Doubts weie then — and even to a much later period — entertained, 
whethei the jurisdiction of the Company m some districts was 
complete, without their authority having been recognised by the 
phantom Shah Alem 1 

The Presidency of Bombay was confined almost to the island 
on which the town is situated, the adjacent island of Salsette, a 
small extent on the mam land, Tellicherry, and a few other dis- 
tricts of little importance The Presidency of Madras was more 
extensive , but Bengal was the only one of the three which could 
pay its own expenses, and it had m fact to supply the large defi- 
ciencies of the other two In it were comprised many rich provinces, 
the most fertile of which were Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa 

1 Shah Alem, son of Alemgir II (the Ah eyes weie put out, b 1723, d Nov 19, 
Goher of Clive), and represents ti\ e of the 1806 He was allowed, when the Company 
House of Tamerlane, was nominally sovereign took possession of Delhi in 1803, to govern 
of Hindostan, and resided at Delhi He had that city and a small district i ound it, with 
no real power, though the sttnnuds were 90,000 rupees a month, hut he was not per- 
always made out in his name, and corns struck nutted to call himself Emperor of Hindostan , 
with his titles He was taken prisoner in his pension was afterwards raised to lathei 
1788 by Gholam Kadn Khan, by whom his more than 15 lacs a-year 
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the most important and dangeious of all the pnnces was Tippoo, 1 
who mliented his fatliei’s hitter enmity towards the English, without 
either Ins civil or military talents 

At the time Loid Cornwallis assumed the direction of affans, 
__ Tip poo_was contem platm g the jittack upon Travancore, which led 
to his disasteis m 1792, and became the piimaiy cause of his total 
overthrow m 1799 

The various states into which India was divided, were frequently 
at war with each other, and often mutually called upon the English 
foi aid against then adversanes In very few cases had this assist- 
ance been given, and it was equally the wish of the Mmisteis m 
England and of the Court of Directors, that all such interference 
should cease Pi actually there was in most of the important 
Courts an English resident, whose advice m critical cases was fie- 
quently solicited and generally followed, but the position of some 
of these residents was to a certain degree embarrassing. 

Up to the time of Lord Cornwallis’s arrival m India, the Com- 
pany did not assume complete independence They admitted that, 
with certain inconsiderable exceptions, they held their territories 
as a lvin L cl_j?.fJeuda ton es_ , of the M ogul, or of some other nominal 
great power, to whom tnbute was paid, and offerings tendered on 
the accession of a new prince or other important occasions, m the 
same manner as was done by the leal native subject 

Lord Cornwallis before long put a stop to this practice, ordeied 
that nothing should be done which savoured of dependence, and 
that if at any time a present were offeied, it should never be as an 
admission of inferiority He insisted that the Govemoi-General 
should be treated in every respect as the equal, at least, of every 
ruler, and that no chout or other payment should be made by the 
Company to any native prince, except such peshkush as had been 
fixed by treaty, and made one of the stipulations on the umeserved 
surrender- of territories 

Lord Cornwallis did not arrive at Calcutta till the beginning of 
September, 1786 He had of course no previous personal know- 
ledge of the mighty empire over which he was about to rule, and 
he was necessarily ignorant of the manners, usages, and language 
of the country For information, theiefore, he was obliged to rely 
on Ins Councd and Ins subordinate officers Of these, so many 
were either pledged to the erroneous policy of his piedecessors, or 
were implicated m the malversations which had so extensively pre- 
vaded, that he had no little difficulty in selecting able and honest 

1 The date of Tippoo’s birth is uncertain Wilks fixes it m Jan 1753 Killed in the 
By some it is said to be 1739, bnt Colonel storm of Seringnpatnni May 4 , 1799 
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advisers. Fortunately among the residents at the nnhvo courts, 
wero some men of superior talent, especially Mr Malot 1 and 3Ir 
Anderson. 1 From these he received valuable assistance, whflo for 
matters connected with revenue, his principal reliance was on Mr 
Shore.* 

The first question to which Lord Cornwallis directed his atten- 
tion wus one which admitted of no delay Mr Macphereon, who 
os lias already been gtated succeeded Mr Hastings, had availed 
himself of his short lived power to enter into treaties (os illegal as 
they were prejudicial to the interests of the Company) with several 
of the nntrro pnnees then at war with Trppoo, and especially with 
the Marathns. The Court of Directors strongly reprobated this 
conduct, 4 and Lord Cornwallis immediately proceeded to relievo 
the Company from these engagements. So quickly did ho decide 
upon tho course advisable to be pursued, that Ins determination 
wns communicated to the several pnnees early m October 

Tho investigation of tho gross jobs and corrupt practices which 
liad disgraced formor governments, occupied much timo, and tho 
inquiries were not completed till tho following year 

Tho endeavours made by some of the creditors of tho Ynaer to 
obtain official interference to enforce their claims, brought tho 
wholo subject of those debts under the notico of Lord Cornwallis, 
who not onl) refused any oid, but called on Jlr Dondns to pursuo 
a similar coarse. Ho was equally desirous to lcavo tho creditors 
of tho Jsabob of tho Carnatic to recover thoir debts as thoy could 
hut, although ho nos not nwnro of tho fact this question had already 
been settled by tl»e Court of Directors and tho Board of Control 
who lmd decided that tho Jsobob should pay n fixed sum — a very 
largo one — ti trough Commissioners appointed to investigate tho 
vonons claims.* 
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No measure of any public importance was brought forward this 
yeai, and as the peace of India was not disturbed, so far at least as 
the British dominions were concerned, Lord Cornwallis was able to 
. devote his attention to the important subject of the revenue, and 
to pave the way for the immense changes which he ultimately 
effected m that branch of administration 


> Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My DEAR Lord, * Madras, Aug 24, 1786 

You will be glad to hear that I have hitherto had a most 
prosperous and expeditious voyage Su John Dali mg’s health has 
not been good, and he had determined to come home before he 
heard of Ins recall I likewise hear that Sloper has been ill. The 
most perfect harmony subsists here , no Governoi ever was more 
popular than Sir A Campbell I have received a letter from Mac- 
pherson, promising the most zealous assistance and support. 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome 

My DEAREST CHARLES, Calcutta, Sept. 17, 1 786 

When you receive this letter you will have been almost a 
yeai without healing from me, but I tr ust you will not have forgot 
me I am always thinking of you with the greatest anxiety I 
have no fear but for youi health If that is good I am sure every- 
thing else will be right You must write to me by eveiy oppor- 
tunity, and longei letters than I mite to you , for I have a great 
deal more business every day than you have on a whole school-day, 
and I never get a holiday 

I have rode once upon an elephant, but it is so hire going in a 
cart that you would* not think it veiy agreeable. Give my compli- 
ments to Mr Hayes 1 I shall be very glad to hear Ins account of 
you. God bless and pieserve you, and send us a happy meeting 

Your most truly affectionate father, 

Cornwallis 


in i debate with reference to the registered 
debt, tint Mr Burbc mode Ids celebrated 
speech, bob 28, 1785, but vluch it the time 
produced <o little eflect upon the House, tint. 


nUer consulting with Mr Grenville, Mr Titt 
considered a reply unneccssarj 

1 Charles Hnyes d Miv, 1S28 , m Mi«s 
Briggs, of Lfon 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Rtorrr Hot Henry Donbas. 

[Prtnta md Confidential.] 

Dear Brit, CJeotta, SepC 17 1 80 . 

You Trill sco that wo nro got into a very awkward, foolish 
scrape, by offering ossistonco to tlio JFnrnttns how wo shall get 
ont of it with honour God knows , but out of it wo must get soino 
how and give no troops. I am not prepared to givo an opinion 
about tho Convention 1 with tho French it is very unpopular here 
Mocpherson says it is as much so in tho French settlements. 

Slopcr has boon and is still very ill bat ho is not ploascd with 
his recall. Ho is howovor nearly ginglo in that opinion he has 
redo Mocpherson without morcy Many jobs must bo imdono with 
as much dolicnc) as possible, itaephorson is perfectly cordial 
and all promiso a most hoorty rapport. 

Bohovo mo, dc., 

CororwALUR, 


Earl Cornwallis to Loud Sydney 
My dear Lord cwratu, n i7ee 

I shall only monticm ono tlung to you now, rclativo to Cap- 
tain Monsou.’ I had heard that ho was appointed aido-de-camp to 
RIopcr bv your recommondntion, ond for that reason intended if I 
liked his character to continuo him in my family From wliat I 
heard of him at Madras, I was convinced tlrnt I could not mako 
lum mv aidc-dc-carap, bnt when I arrived boro I was astonished to 
hear that Slopcr parth to got nd of him and partly to pnt monc) 
in lus pockot had prevailed upon Mnephereon to let him go to tho 
Nizam to offer Iils service to him. IJoth Slo]>or and Mocpherson 
rfto so ashamed of tho transaction tlrnt thov will not own tlrnt tho) 
havo given lum any recommendation but I am perfectly rare tlmt 
the) liavo dnno lL Tlio sending of a captain in tho King « son ico 
and nido-doenmp to tho Commander m Chief to serve In tho 
Nizam s arm) against his enemies, is os ranch though not as < nee- 
toiilly taking part in tho war as if vro had sent him 10 000 men. 

1 TLl» C ■or re Ik® m t tl* 1>H Moerv-o ] h, I W 1 1 CO J 1 W- *NJ 

W tuilJn *£»1 rrwrtno-I nnn« rtlpcLUlooi 1S> 7 j m. Jin. 1 IS Anar h*. (*f Jth* 
la £» otir *i tlw Kntwh, wlJeh wrr* do< »f>- Ikborrnxirr E»-] 11 J* (*r lAwnl fr»<n lire. 

1 If w tir 1 ! iilrt rY AiW IBJ ) ITU Vli ir-ith. | [ xrTT>l LrtJj; tiro* in 

rv-*>lxukn lL» lr,tn w-T* ieMJlni.Uk] «r*l uernuoH bi iHr diwv>tr\Kj, Wir<l 

frrth Imay «t« 1 at I'uu. u »Q1 l* **»u tf Jolj »» 1 A 1 H.v 4 Vii nx}*, ir^. 
U It# | •n. Ut* »f fin UltiUc */ S'* ball 
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Wu-Jirt Jt-oxa j-fra'*rf *n ( Ct»I feLrrlj' iL-%U> ynl 1 j H«IVxr 
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I have tlierefoie been under the necessity of sending him ordeis to 
]om his legiment immediately I wish this to be explained to his 
family, lest they should think I had used him ill 

Believe me, &c , 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry 

DEAR JAMES, Calcutta, Sept 18, 1786 

I did not intend writing to you by this packet, but as its 
sailing is deferred foi some hours, I think it will be some pleasure to 
you to see undei my hand that I am well, and that I flattei myself 
that I shall be able to lender some essential service m this country 
I can give no guess how I can manage my own affans, as I have 
not yet begun housekeepmg Remittances will be uncertain as to 
time , m my situation I must be nice m the mode , I am sure that 
I must live vastly within my mcome , but we are paid half m 
money and half m certificates, which, although they beai 8 per 
cent mteiest, are at 13 per cent discount , m two or three months 
I shall be able to wiite more fully on this subject I long much 
to hear from England, yet I dare hardly hope to do it m less than 
tlnee or foui months They. flattei us with cooler weather m 
another month, at piesent nothing can be hotter I have written 
to Brome — there all my hopes are fixed , i£ he continues well, I 
shall broil in comfort Yom truly affectionate brothei, 

Cornwallis 


The singular confederacy of the Marathas is described at great 
length by Duff, to whose woik the reader is referred foi the details 
of then origin and history, which are theie most accurately given 
Then nominal head was the Raja of Sattara 1 He was a mere 
pageant, spending an indolent life at Sattaia, m uttei inactivity 
and destitute of powei, m fact m such strict seclusion, that it 
almost amounted to lestramt Like Shah Alena, he was the countei- 
part of the Rois Faineants of France, when Charles Martel and his 
fathei governed under the humble title of Manes du Palais 

The leal authority was exercised by the Peshwa, a title which, 
literally translated, means “ he who stands before ” He was nomi- 
nally only the Prime Munster of the Ra]a, but practically all the 

i 

1 The Raja of Sattara m 17 SO ■was Shnho which they were kept, miders it difficult to 
Raja, the adopted son of his predecessor Ram give verj accurate details about them 
Raja, who died in 1777 The seclusion m 
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SFnrutha chiefs paid lum obedience more or lc<a strict. Srvagi 
the founder of tho Alnratha date did pewsess, and Ins immediate 
Kncce^ors partially retained, considerable mflnence till tin* Peshwn 
Balnp Baji lino, usurped all the power of tlio government He con 
verted n largo portion of tho Haratha temtoncs into a state rcallv 
imloj>ondent and fixed his residence at Poona. On hi* death in 
Jane 1701 lio was succeeded successively bv his two sous, Mndlio 
Ilao and Narain Baa* Tho jKHthnmons son of tho latter Mahdoo 
lino Namin became tho legitimate Pcshwa. 

Other Harntlm cluefs followed tho ccxnmplo of Balaji llaji Bno 
and moilo thoraselvea practically mdc|>ondcnt though stDl nomi 
nalh subservient to tho Baja of ‘'attara, or rather to tho Penliwn. 
All of them wero perpetually making war upon each other hut if 
availed by any foreign power they gcncralh united and mado 
common onn*o against tho enemy Tlicir territories wero gra 
dually nlworbeel ono by ono by tho Company and there now 
remain' hnrdlv a single independent Mnrotlm clueC the dc^remlnuts 
of Ilolkar bimbo, and tho Cnekwors, resident nt Indore t wnhor 
and llaroda* perluip' excepted. Bnt even tin y n tain only jnuIioih 
of tho prwvMsmns of llitir ancestors nnd nre in tho i lav of Pn>* 
toot d 1 nneex. 


Ml tutu or the G ofixso r -0 cxrr. a l. 


fEtlrwt.] 

ITU l 

Having now lmd the papers relating to tbe Info negixda 
tmns between this ( orimmcnt and tho Momttax, I feel ihvh If 
mint f m il tv cnllod upon to request that this Board vs itl nvonMdi r 
tin m in tho mint sormus mannew Hint tho offi r through our 
llo*i h nt nt 1 >ona to grant an n Mann of troojN fn m Boml-a) 
to tho Prdiwn, |trow«M from tho wnnnot nnxh t\ for tin public 
pn«l 1 am firmlv permad 1 hut I am rh-arly of opinion tliat if 
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performed, it would amount to a direct breach of the late treaty 
of peace with Tippoo Sultan, in the first article of which, the 
conti acting parties engage that “ they will not directly or indi- 
rectly assist the enemies of each other and it would be no less 
acting m defiance of the Act of 24th Geo. Ill I cannot consider 
the French, or any other intriguers that we know of, as m any 
degree approaching to the spmt of the above exception It is 
unnecessaiy to examine the policy of a measure we aie not at 
liberty to adopt we cannot give the three battalions without 
gomg to wai , we cannot go to wai without offending the laws of 
our countiy It is therefoie high tune to extncate ourselves from 
our present critical and dangerous situation, the continuance of 
which will not only give the most just grounds of offence to Tippoo, 
but will probably produce a quarrel with the Poona ministers, who, 
by Mr Malet’s letter to the Governor-General of the 2nd of June, 
already express a diffidence of orn sincerity I beg leave, there- 
fore, to propose to the Board, that we should avail ourselves of the 
opportunity of the change m the Government to draw a distinct 
line for our own future conduct, and that I should be dmected to 
write to the Peshwa accordingly 


Earl Cornwallis to Charles Warre Malet, Esq , Resident at Poonah 

Sir, Calcutta, Sept 27, 1786 

- I am free to confess to you, that upon my taking charge of 
this Government, it gave me great concern to be informed of the 
nature of the late negociations with the Court at winch you reside , 
for, whilst Tippoo Sultan observes on his part the treaty with the ✓ 
Company, we are forbid by that treaty, as well as by Act of Parlia- 
ment, to give assistance directly or indirectly to Ins enemies We 
are in an unpleasant dilemma By our offer of aid we have given 
cause of complaint to Tippoo , and by our not making good that 
offer, I much apprehend that we shall offend the Poonah adminis- 
tiation. Under all these circumstances however, the Board has 
resolved to adopt the measure of a strict adherence to subsisting 
tieaties, and we hope that while Nana Furnaveze 1 and the* other 
Ministers are inclined to be angry at the disappointment, they 
will not refuse their approbation of this proof of our spirit of 

1 Nana Furnaveze His real name 'was subsequently reconciled to Raghoba s son, 
Balaji Janardan Furnaaeze, or correctly Baji Rao, and became bis minister He died 
Phar-Navis, is a title equivalent to supenn- March 13, 1800, having had for forty yea is 
teudent of financial accounts He was the the pnncipal influence in the conduct of the 
confidential minister of the Peshwa, Madho Maratha government He was a man of re- 
Rao, and his descendants, and supported them markable talent and skill 
against their uncle Raghoba But he was 



230 


LORD CORNWALLI& 


Cnip VIII 


justice. Incloeod is a letter to the Peshwa, 1 conformable to the 
above resolution , and yon will please to deliver it in the proper 
manner by fhe earliest opportunity Ton will at the same timo 
accompany it with a declaration in the most civil terms, that, 
having the most friendly disposition towards the Peahwn and the 
Mahratta State, and the highest esteem for the character of Nona 
Fnraaveze, it has given me the utmost pain to find myself under 
tlio necessity of commencing my administration with a measnro, 
upon which it is possible to put any other construction but I 
can allow no consideration to operate with mo m competition with 
the preservation of the faith of treaties, and obedience to the laws 
of our country You will, I am sensible, have o d eh cate part to 
net upon this critical occasion. Bat from your abilities and 
addrcsB, I entertain great hopes of your being able to make this 
communication without occasioning a breach of the friendly inter 
course between the two Governments. Yon will odd to any other 
expedient that may occur to \ ourself towards smoothing a matter 
probably m itself disagreeable, that from the high opinion I havo 
of tho power of the Mahratta omprro, I cannot bnng myself to 
behevo that they have any serious danger to apprehend from such 
an enemy ns Tippoo. Bnt should such danger arise from the inter 
forenco of any European Power against them tins Government 
will be ready to consider how far they can then venture to take 
vigorous and effectual stope for their protection and support I 
also wish yon to give tho strongest assurances to tho young Pcshwa 
of my worm attachment to his person, and to inform lum tlrat I 
ha\e already given ordore to search for tho largest and tho smallest 
oloplmnt in this country and whon found, I shall beg leave to 
present them to lum. j 

ComnvALLis. 

Eabl Corxwalus to LinnrxAirr James Ahdeesov Resit ext wrm 
Madajee Sctx pi a. 

Srn, Oct. 2 , i78c 

As wo could not in tho opinion of tho Bonnl giro a military 
aid to tho Uahmttas without a brooch of tho lato treaty with 
Tippoo nud of tho Act of Parliament 24th Geo. III., it lias been 
thought expedient to extricate ourselves from tlrnt embamisdng 
negotiation by the circumstance of ray arrival and tlmt I should 
wnto tho lottcr to tho Pcshwa, of wluch a copj is enclosed. Soon 

• Thl MU roljr ccorrjtd tht taUtoct f tiw rruauU W H tVmfxr W 
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after our resolutions on tins subject wcic passed, we received a 
letter from Mr. Mulct, dated tlio 21st of August, winch has induced 
us to give linn some disci etionaiy powci lcspcctmg the delneiy of 
the letter to the Pcshva Should he ha\c lccencd ceitnm informa- 
tion that Tippoo has committed any open act of hostility against 
any Bntisli possessions, the lcttei to the Pcslnva is to be withheld 
entirely, should lie be peisuaded that tlie negociations aie likely to 
terminate m a speedy peace, he is at libeity to delay the delivery 
of the letter ns long ns it can be done without his being din en 
to give an cinsive answci, oi comey to the Main atlas the smallest 1 
hopes of assistance Mr Mulct has been directed to give you 
notico two or three days picvious to the delivery of the letter to 
the Pcshwa, that )ou may be piopeily nppnzcd of his intention, 
and take an opportunity of communicating it to Mndnjee ficmdia 
Berng unable to form an opinion to my satisfaction on the probable 
effect of the measure w e hai e adopted on the mind and schemes 
of Scmdin, it has been thought pmdent, instead of wilting to him- 
self, to leai e it to jour diseiefion to communicate the substance of 
our lesolution, at the time and in the mannei you may think most 
pioper, after having received notice from Mi Mulct, that my lettei 
is to be delivered to the Peshwa , and you may accompany the 
communication with assurances of our most smccie legiet at finding 
oiu sell es restiamed by oui duty to oui country, tiom giving those 
pioofs that may have been expected horn us, of oui earnest concern 
loi the piospenty and w r elfaie of the Maluatta (State 

I am, &c , 

CORNWALLIS 


Mixtrn, oi run GoviutNOK-GunKAL 

Oct 2, 1786 

The petition leceived from Mi Fiaser at om last meeting 
m this depaitment, has led me to apprehend that it has been 
sometimes the practice of tins Board, to mterfeie between his 
Excellency the Nabob- Yizier and his private ereditois in a manner 
which, m my opinion, is highly inexpedient and impiopei, and 
umvau anted by the nature of our connexion with lirrn , I therefore 
beg leave to move, that it may be resolved that the Secretary 
should be ordered to convey our positive instructions to the agent 
at Luclmow, that he shall not m futuie sohcit the Vizier or his 
ministers foi the payment of private debts , and to the accountant, 
that he must on no pie'tence receive any money, except on account 
of this Government Cornwallis 
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The two following 1 otters are inserted os upecjmons of tlio 
Oriental style of wntmg Lord OornwaHis, considering it undigni- 
fied for the British Government to ex oh an ge compliments with the 
Native Princes, determined to put on end to such a style m the 
communications between them and the Governor-General but it 
was long before he accomplished his object. 


Foot H. R. H. the Seah Zaiia to thb Go t k rj o b-0 eseral. 

[From the Prtoo, tn hk cnm haul writing ] 

Oct. 0 1780. 

The particulars of my coming to Lucknow it is. certam that 
before tins you have fully learned from the information of Governor 
General Hastings and other faithful gentlemen. At present, for 
jour information, I write at large the account of my journey to this 
quarter that liis deceased Majesty Ameer Tymur my ancestor by 
command of tho Almighty after possessing himself of the seven 
kingdoms of Indio, which extend to the four cardinal points, and 
are the most excellent of kingdoms, having chosen this country for 
the residence of Ins posterity like their nativo country bestowed 
upon it tho honour of being his place of abode. Accordingly from 
a ponod of 500 years, his successors, high in dignity and authority 
havo continued to give laws and issue commands m this country 
and tho fame of their conquests and the report of their government 
are as plain as tho sun and brighter than the moon. Thore is no 
necessity for narration the accounts and particulars of tho con 
quests and government of each monarch aro recorded in tho his- 
tones and annals, and are as well known as the sun. From tho 
day when his exalted Majesty Shah All urn gavo beauty to tho 
throne of Indostnn, every one of bis slaves and servants, whom 
considering to bo trustworthy ho had appointed to tho government 
of kingdoms, came ungrateful to ha sovereign forgetting tho honour 
to which he had boon raised and performing no duty of obcdionco 
and nllcgwnco was totally deficient in tho offices of service In 
tho end they were all defeated and pnmshed Whon his Mnjcst) 
from his favour and beneficence bestowed dignit> on mo superior 
to my brothora, and honoured mo with tho title of hoir-apporent, I 
could not support tho sight of tho slmmo and disgrace, of tho 
ingratitude, of tlieso villains and bold thought entno into my com 
prehciwivo mind that coming forth from tho corner of retirement 
I should direct inj bteps towards some quarter Ah tho particulars 
of tho nllegtanco and sincont\ and fidelity of tho nobio English 
gentlemen used to come to my hearing I turned tho reins of mj 
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desire towards Lucknow, m reliance upon tlie attachment and 
seiwice of tlie English gentlemen , and my heart’s object was tins, 
that with the conjunction and advice of the noble English gentle- 
men, having provided for the settlement of the kingdom, and having 
planned the establishment of the throne of His Majesty, I should 
obtain happiness from the title of Heir- Apparent which His Majesty 
had bestowed upon me, and should m return for this favour perform 
some seivice which might be acceptable to His Majesty, and might 
remam recorded m the annals of the world Accordingly, aftei my 
arrival at Lucknow, discourses of designs and actions took place 
with Governor Hastings , but as his departure towards Europe was 
near, the event of tins business did not come to light As all 
matters depend on them season, the event of these happy objects 
was kept until your arrival God be praised that the objects of all 
my prayers to God is come to pass I Truly, from hearing the 
happy news of tlie arrival of you worthy of favour, fresh delights 
and innumerable joys come to me , and it became fixed m my 
penetrating mmd, that by the assistance of God the settlement of 
the affairs of His Majesty’s throne will take place m the manner 
which I wish, thiougk the wise plans of you, a peer gifted with 
smcenty From the certainty of this event, a thought came mto 
my mmd, that having speedily honoured you, and made myself 
happy by an interview, I should m person, without the intervention 
of letters and correspondence, bring foiward with you the views of 
settlement to the kingdom, and the thoughts of embellishment to 
the affairs of the throne of His Majesty , and the plans should be 
finally settled for the expulsion and removal of the wicked enemies 
of the throne, who, having raised their heads to lebelhon and wai, 
have caused mjuiy to the country , and having executed, might be . 
determined by your advice, face to face, I should obtain happmess 
and honour from His Majesty’s piesence m consequence of my 
journey, tlnough the blessmg of God and your firm alliance, and 
should exert myself for the ease and security of mankind , and as 
my heart has been long desirous to visit the country of Bengal, and 
to see the town and buildings of Calcutta and to journey on the 
river, and a speedy interview with you is my wish, I shall very soon 
depart towards Calcutta by the nver, and by God’s grace I shall 
very speedily anive m that country This is the duty of your alle- 
giance, that upon the receipt of this letter you send in ansv er, a 
petition of summons for me, that it may meet me on the road, and 
that horn the peiusal of it the particulars of your attachment and 
fidelity may be made known to me , and whatever othei wishes 
and views of my heait may exist, God v filing, I will soon declaie 
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them offer an interview Bj God’s permission, if nnv regulation 
for tho throuo of lbs Majesty and any settlements for tho country 
should tako place through vour alliance, yon will ncqnm m a 
proper monner reputation and fomo in tho ores of ray unclo His 
'-acred Majesty of England, and m tho presenco of His 3Fhjeid\ 
niv lonl nud director and it will remain during your Iifo recorded 
on tho pago of the world 1 urtlier considering mo to ho favourable 
and longing continuo hoping for real kindness, and know mo to ho 
soon arriving 

The Ooroixor-OramAL to II R. IL toe Suait Zada 

I liaro heen honoured with tho receipt of jour Iligluicf^s 
Hiooka, acquainting mo with tho particulars of jour Highness s 
eouun 0 to I ucknow of \nnr intention of c‘onftmn 0 tijton mo tho 
linppuicss of an interview with tho othor matters of great in)|>ort 
onci 

I Irnro alrendv taken the liberty in nn address which I liad tho 
Innonr to pn*H.nt to jour Highness, under dak tin 2Sth Splim 
I r ton present tho many weighty reasons which impos'd ujtnu mt 
tlm nice Jty of dcchmng on honour whicli I idiouM he proud to 
rvcuri ond I trust tliat your Highness wisdom nnd pcnctrutnm 
lain full\ comprehended them, ond admitted their propnetr It 
is a mntter of tho smccrcst concern and oflhction to m< to Is 
olligvd to reft r jemr Highness to tlioso reasons in rouscqucnce < f 
th shuoka which jou Irnro now lionoured mo with imrtnmlaHt ns 
I am sendhle of the verj uncommon hononr conk mil nj«n mi by 
its Is Ing wntti n by jour Highness s own linnd. 

\ our Highness who*c mind is illuminated with tiio mvs of 
i a net nnd w!k> nn so will Tt rued in tin hi tone* of nations nnd 
th nmuils of mnnkiml. will know that llio^o to whom I nimhiirt 
lets a ignis! the duvction of human affair* an hum 1 b> nn-um 
r>tann-s iT tim and ntmtn n tliat will in t | rmit tlmu ( i oi t 
ngn-«*nl ly to tli ir wi Ii -h mil di-urr*. I mint sinrt n 1\ Inmint 
that put’ll Hi ml I I rm fit< nnd tliat impilmunts not to In 
r moved Hi nild int mm to fra trnti not «ml\ th nmi ms d -m 
< f inv In nrt to |«nr tnr mq its to jon in j T*on I ut nl-i t id j mi 
m nnl th 1 n^li h luti u i f tin* h mtmr of jour Mil linn jv lire 
in < almitto. In fart, wltat gr* it r digmlj null I rre»*ni nn 1 
h»n si til si nli r*[m tin *ormw win h afflicts m fr» in tin 
nh let ti ■rt- mj t f t n„ d j nu ! i f such th tmgui !iim„ mart 
i f t -or Ht^lm — * r» an! f r inr an 1 tl 1 n„li !i inti m ? 

11 •* mi f rtuii^-s t-f il tiler t r»- <u* If if It imir on f» * 
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unknown to mo, ami 1 lime long lamented, and st ill lament with 
heartfelt affliction, that, the wi'dio** of the enemies of y<>m loyal 
father, wlio-e prcMmce dignifies the iliionc of empire, should so 
lonir hino pie\ ailed 51 v pravers are daily oflered up to tho Dis- 
poser of human cumt* for the institution of His 5ln]esty to the 
dignih and fortune of his illustiious aneestois 

Haimg fully explained mv sentiments on the subject of the 
honour a our Highness pioposed to confer upon mo by an inter\iow, 
wind moie can I add ? Permit me, ho\\c\ci, to lepcat the icqucst 
I had tho honoui to prefer to jour Highness m my formei addicts, 
to ionium at Bennies, wheic, m consequence of my oiders to the 
oilmens of the Sircar, the attention and respect due to ^oni Uigli- 
nesss exalted dignity will be paul with all nvuduiD Though om 
meetimr is impossible for the piesent, I consnlei it as postponed 
only till a moie propitious oppoitunity In the mean time J 
humbly request a our Highness to continue to honoui mo with the 
happy new *5 of -sour rovd welfaie, for which 1 continually otlcr up 
mv pun cm to the Almighty 


Earl Corxw Anas to U I? II hil Duki or York 

SlR, CilcntH, No\ 10,178(1 

In the pursuit of mihtniy Imowlcdgo in which I left yom 
llo^al Highness undei the great authorities of Potsdam and 
Bninsmck, I can linully hope that ft letter dated Calcutta wall 
meet with a favourable lcception But ns I formei ly took the 
libeity of telling yom 11 oval Highness that every pait of the 
British aimy had an equal claim to your caie and patronage, and 
that we could not nlloAv you to belong to any paiticulai coips, so 
I must now considei you as the person who is one day to have the 
dnection of the whole force of Britain, and looking to that penod, 

I wall not he afraid to say, that even our Indian army must not be 
below r your notice and inquiry The intense heat and the un- 
healthiness of the climate are much against all military discipline , 
yet I was astonished at the good appearance of the part of the 
King’s troops which I saw on the coast of Coromandel the 71st . 
legiment would he esteemed a good one m any part of Europe I 
was assuied that some of the others were by no means inferior 
The East India Company’s artillery are very fine, but their 
European infantry, on whom the defence of these valuable pos- 
sessions may one day depend, aiema most wi etched state 

The Sepoys, oi native black tioops, aie fine men, and wouldnot 
m size disgrace the Piussian lanks , I have heard undeniable pioofs 
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of their courage and pationcc m bearing hnngcr and fatigue hut 
from tho little I liavo hitherto seen of them I havo no favonrnblo 
idea of their discipline 

lcrur Royal Highness well knows tlmt all troops oro good or 
bad according to tho merit ond oiertion of their officer*. In tho 
Corapon} s service many of theso oro deserving and well informed, 
and perhaps the) hovo been more in tho pmctico of judging and 
acting for themselves, than officers who liavo served in n less taten 
sivo field Bat tho mainspring 1ms been always wonting — tbc) 

I to vo bad no head to look np to tlw promotion of rank has olvrava 
gono by semontv ond tho Incrotivo commands havo been given to 
IIkxo who havo lmd interest Consequently thero lias been no spur 
to merit 

n.o Compnnv s officers liavo no regiments or governments to 
look forward to fow constitutions can stand this cbmato man) 
years. If tlicv cannot save some money they must go Iiomo with 
out rank or par condemned to (Usenso nnd lsggary Under tliew 
circumstances tbo most rigid Central mu<t nlox a bttlo nnd suffi r 
practices tlmt oro in some degree repugnant to tho nice fei lings of 
n sohh« r In irgnrd to tho general state of our nfihirn m India 
tli {lower given to tho Cov cmor-Ccneml howortr it may non ln> 
misplaced, is tho only elianco of saving tlti-t count r) "Mr ><xh 
[ Inn would havo ruined olh Tlio state of our finances Is nlunnuig 
(lie difilmltics on infinite I feci tlmt tho whole may go to nun in 
mr linnd tnit I do not despair I will yot fud in mv duty I 
dial! proKdlv commit manv errors Irut I tnj<t to thn candid judg 
m nt of rm Km,, and couutn which I liavo olrcodv so houourutd) 

< X| n need 

I am, "ionr Koval IIi 0 hne*s* 

Most fiiitliful and most devoted servant 

CoiLSU \UJH 

I »ru. O EMU UJ 1 TO TllK MaC^CIS or La\M twvt. 

'Ir i»rvn I/irn < i.-wi ». is, ns 

Having 1 in tno months scoN I m this guv mm nf I 

tlr ti„ht it tint to gw mv ocronnt < f things < q nnllv as f l< fits 

(7 rrrrrnn t mLht 1 Ml J ii 1 » f o littb ib In I m. They o-rttunlv 
!o n t d -** rv tli** m lit which th *v hsvi a mu d win h von will 
ra dr 1 1j*m n* run Ln »w ih*» (no n|u ti xu| t-s-«l il h ntv i f 
tl ^ laic It tnl I mu l lewiicr ackrcml tg* tint allh* n„lt 
afi"ur* or t * quit In gi In lat n lh r I nr 1 ^n r»]'fe- 

It! il^-r *n 1 \ i -» ui an d j rate If ) luve ony 
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rcgnrd foi the inleiosfc of the Comp-in), a on inn^f noi oppose any 
"God plan foi lohoAing us fiom a debt, winch bcni-. so homy and 
iiimoih an mtcuM I\ly «ifunlion would June been easy if Ihc 
plan of la»i \onr had succeeded You will ho "lad io hem that 
1 ha\o found no had ofloets from the climate, and that on the 
whole I hear the \oi\ diMigieonblo life that 1 lead, with as much 
pifioneo ns 1 could lo.nonnbh expect , if 1 lane an> mout, I shall 
le.ne a on to lind it out from <omo othei (piaitci J lime appointed 
hYmladle im assistant m the- Secietai^’s Ollice , 1 June the jden- 
sme of assumi" a on that he hc,u> a a ci v good chninetci , 1 shall 
not neglect piopei oppoit unities lieicaftoi ot sen mg him 

I am. d*c , 

Coim\ ALL TS 


Ealt, CorswAims to Lorn Salma. 

M\ DLATl Lonn, Cnlcuth, Xov 13,1780 

My lettcis to the Court of Dnectors and to the Seoiet Com- 
mittee contain so ample a detail of everything that I have as yet 
eomo to the knowledge of in this country, that T cannot gne you 
fuller information The climate has hitheito ngiecd with me, and 
has now become much pleasantei although what I have as Act seen 
of the cold season would appear a a cry hot season in yom pait of 
the world My life is not a Aeiy agieeablc one, but I hftA'e ven- 
tured to leave off a good deal of the bucluam, which lathei nn- 
pioAes it Sloper is much iccoA*cicd, and will sail next month 
My kindest compliments and best ausIics to Lady Sydney and all 
your family lam, &c, 

COKNAY ALLIS 

Lord Cornwallis liad*a great dislike to foim and ceiemony, and 
not only m Lidia, but A\herever else he was employed, dispensed 
Avitli it as much as possible, only appearing m state, when public 
reasons lendeied it necessary for him to do so His habit and 
mode of life in India, probably contributed much to pieserve his 
health He rose very early, and took a long nde befoie breakfast 
on a hard trotting horse, attended by one companion (almost always 
Ins military secretary, Colonel Loss) and a single groom He never 
cared for good living, and Avith the exception peihaps of one glass 
of AYine, drank nothing but Avatei at dinner In early life the 
universal piactice of the day had accustomed him to hard drinking, 
but he had given it up many yeais befoie he Avent to India, AAheie 
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(nnd during tbo remainder of hrs life) Iils dnih nllowrmeo wns n 
moderate qmuitit\ of claret after dinner and tins, according to tlm 
custom of tho time, was drank very slowly 


Einn ComcrriixM to the Rioiit Hot Uecct Dovdai. 

[^t art *»i Con&WliiL] 

Peak Sir, oJentta, t<w is i «<>. 

Ion recollect tlmt I am writing confidentially to von and 
^Tr Fitt, and to nobodv else. I depend on vour secrecy and will 
not conceal from von that tlio Into Coveniment had no nuthonU 
and tho grossest frauds were daily committed before their faces 
their whole condnct and all their pretensions to economi except 
in tho redaction of salaries, was a sceno of delusion. I suspect 
cron tlmt tho opium and other contracts tho torms of which appear 
so advantageous arc not calculated to promoto tho real interests of 
tho Comjiony and I mn rum that tho contractor for Oudo cloths 
and Oade indigo, was raddled with friends not very distant from 
tho Covemnunt Hone. ion *111 fee m the Mter* from tin 
Board previous to m> amvnl a jdan for obtaining Illiibnd* fnim 
the ^ uucr to which he lwd spirit cnongh to make a Fucces ful n*- 
ri tanre. lnlr«i 1 re*o somo new lights, 1 shall not revive it I at 
\ it-j nt think tho advantage^ of our pos>cssing tlmt j*Nt ve r\ douht 
ful and I am sure it was intended as a sccno of grews peculation nt 
th txjsnv) of tho ^lIRr and his government. It would 1« n 
noi'dlc's and indeed on endless task, for mo to pnrano this tuple 
frt in i ueknow to the eoasL It is sufllciont that you should know 
that I lmv« tin will ns well a the j*owor to correct it 

Tin nbdities of Mr Hum and lus knowledge in e\i n branch 
* f tli lm ine s of this country nod tho ve n Jugh eh irnrt r vJiieh 
h h II in the rettlrmrut, nneli r lus ns. Mann tome Imnlmil Ii 
Se u will en dr r< no* ire tlmt In 1ms lielj lnu ronrli in the pej ra 
r Intne t» the I r» nrli claims and tin finance-* Stuart 1 Is an 
k n rural ! p**! t uij^n 1 man, perfect!) well eh j»osesl to im 

no I * Jraii f r lli |iil lie p.„L It.lt .. m. ,Vr 

tm\tt mxih 

41 V -vl— * M fct d t t bi t - | f IivmT-m 

I t t 1 I- nr- t L I III It. UIUI^I t I U t r-f« I l*- I 

^ rt t » i i — 'iiviauf *i iKj. •* 

it i c -pv- t> ti L Wt is i 1 1 *» it i:n 4 « * 

c ‘ * 1 I- ► — - v * *1 || I 
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Eatl Cornwallis to tiii; Hon Colom l Fox 

PEAR FOX, Cnlcuttn, No\ 1G, 1786 

You will bo glad to bear that on the whole I find my situation 
liei e, both public and private, as well as I could reasonably expect. 
The anny m Bengal is m a most wretched state, particularly the 
Europeans, you can conceive nothing so bad. I saw the 71st at 
Madras, loolang exceedingly well, perfectly lit for sei vice, and, indeed, 
ill eveiy lespect above par, I am told some others of tho King’s legi- 
ments were ns good . that shows it is possible The xveathei xvos so 
hot when I was at Math as, and my stay xvas so shoit, that I could not 
visit any of the country cantonments Slopei has been veiy ill, 
he is displeased at lus lecall but 1 think he could not have lived 
anothei yeai His intentions when he came out, weie I believe 
perfectly upiight. but the number of hungry dependents that he 
biought with linn, have forced linn into jobs that aie totally un- 
warrantable, that liaxe made linn excessively unpopular, and that 
I am under the disagreeable necessity of undoing befoic his face 
He never took any steps tow'nids disciplining the army Excuse this 
hasty scrawl , you shall now and then have a line citlici fiom Boss 
oi me, but I expect to hear fiom you often, ns I think you have the 
most leisuie of the tw r o Bemember me to our fnend Charles 
Lennox, and present my best compliments to the Duke 

Yoms, my dear Fox, 

Veiy smceiely, 

COENAVALLIS 

Earl Corwallis io the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Nov ig, 1786 

. . The finances will require your primary and most 

serious attention You wall long smee have been mfoimed, that 
the plan foimed last year foi inducing the Company’s creditois 
m India to transfer their demands to Europe, has not succeeded to 
any considerable extent, and the statements which I now transmit, 
will sufficiently explain to you the necessity of immediately 
adopting another (if you have not already done it) equally cal- 
culated to promote the proposed object, and more likely to be 
acceptable m this country 

It is needless for me to enlarge upon topics that are obvious to 
your own discernment, and of which you daily experience the 
effects , while our unavoidable expensive establishments, the interest 
due upon oui debts, and the demands from the other Presidencies, 
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nlnorb tlio produce of the revenues, n considerable m vestment mn 
onl) be made hr fresh issues of paper By this mo<lo the evib 
though protracted, is increased. It exhibits a delusivo appear 
once of weal til, which cannot bo supported, and b) a temporan 
accommodation entails permanent distresses. Ion may depend 
upon tho strictest attention and most ngid economy in nil public 
dt bursoments, and in obtaining tho different articles of supplies 
wanted for tho public service but I cannot flatter yon with nnv 
expectations of drawing now resources by tho farther retrenchment 
of salaries or establishments. It docs not appear to mo tlrnt your 
pecuniary embarrassments can bo substantially relic red b> any 
means practicable in this country and convinced os I am of this 
truth, to conceal it would bo criminal I nra far however from 
deeming tho evil insurmountable on tho contrary I think tho 
means of removing it arc in your power 

Many of tho principal persons connected with this 
Government hnvo anxiously dented leave to ri it Calcutta since 
mv arrival. Tho \ haer proposed to como m pcr<m. but pressed 
in tlio strongest manner for leavo to send Ids Minister Ilxlcr Bog 
Ivltnn 1 with tho latter rcipicst I thought proper to comply Tins 
M mister is described to mo as n man of uncommon abilities, 
and he no douht txerei«os nt present tho wholo jmwer of the 
Wit r * Government. Tlio particular object on tlteir part of Ins 
mis mn lias not >et l»een signified to me nwl I will not venture 
| >*itiTi ly to preshet whnt advantages wo ma> derive from it, but 
1 shall l>e nt pains to impre^ Ihder Bog hlrnn with a conviction 
that wi Imvo no design l»at thnt of promoting the real interests of 
th \ trier which we look tijion as inseparable from our own, and 
tbit nlnh ho conducts lus ndmim trothm uj>on tlmt pnnnph he 
neiv d p* n I uj<m the protecti in nnd support of this ( ovi mmt nb 
I Itnvi lm I the mmt unfavourable it j n^ntntions of the nmnag*'- 
tu nt • f tli financ«-<, nn«I of tho stati of tlw Courts of Ju ties in tin 
n untry of Ou 1 It will lenj rmrjjnl ohji^ct with me to i ndearour 
to <d tain a j romis. from Hvdi r Ih-g hlian to u- Ids utmost eti r 
ti n to c< m'rt tho alma's of liotlu 

Mahomet Jhza Klan* on 1 Mi Jvlian,* an her* iijKm 
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visits merely complimentary, and the Nabob Mobarick nd Dowlah 1 
lias been so earnest m Ins solicitations for leave to come to Calcutta 
for a slioit time, that I have been foiced to consent to leceive him, 
and I expect linn here m a fen days JBut I have been pnncipnlly 
embairassed by the piessing instances of the Shah Zada 2 foi a 
personal interview, which, though m vain, as you will see by oui 
conespondence, I was at pains to decline, and I take foi granted 
that he will be here m the course of next month I shall certainly 
leceive and treat him with much lespect and the gieatest kindness, 
but I have alieady piepaied his nnnd not to expect many of the 
outward ceieinomnls usuall 3 r paid m this county to the pimces of 
the house of Timur, as they would not only be extremely nksome 
to me personally, but also, in my opinion, nnpropei to be submitted 
to by the Governor-General at the seat of youi Government The 
whole political use that may be derived fiom this event is at present 
uncertain, but there may arise some future advantage if we can 
gam Ins affection and attachment , m the mean time you need not 
be afraid of my contracting any inconvenient engagements with 
lnm. 

I think it also incumbent on me to state to you that the abuses 
or neglects nj recruiting youi Emopeans, appeal to be scandalous, 
and if not corrected, may eudanger the safety of youi possessions 
m tins quartei of the globe the best men being picked fiom the 
whole of the lecruits for the aitillery, that corps both heie aud at 
Madras is m a good and serviceable state, but the othei Emopean 
regiments are m very bad condition, incomplete m numbeis, and 
many of those numbers consisting of foreigners, sailois, invalids, oi 
men under the proper size for militaiy sei vices Even the recruits 
of last season, though said to be better than usual, have proved to 
be very insufficient m number for completing the establishment, 
and the proportion of sailors and vagi ants among them was so 
great, that no less than 62 have deserted fiom Fort William alone 
m the course of the last two months Besides these, another class 
of lecruits has been sent that have been particularly embarrassing 
to us, and which could only have happened by the most shameful 
connivance of some of the people employed in your lecruiting 


Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, at hose death Vi- the English Governor entrusted him to the 
zier All was made Nabob, hut when the latter care of Mam Begum, the second wife of his 
was dispossessed (Jan 21, 1798) on his birth father, bnt not his mother 
being proved to be spunons, Sadut All was 3 Shah Zada, liteially son of the Jang His 
made Nabob , d July 11, 1814 name was Jivan Bahht Jnhandar Shah, son of 

1 Mobarick ud Dowlah, son of Meer Jaffier, Shah Alem, b 1740 mg vainly enden- 
b 1758, d Sept 1793 , succeeded his brother voured to restore the fallen fortunes of his 
Syeff ud Don ]ali, March 10, 1770 As he was family, he letired to Benares, wheie he died 
quite a hoy when he ascended the ronsnud, May, 1788 

VOL I R 
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bcmco I mean gentlemen (among whom there arc oven pomo 
half pay King 8 officers) who never meant to servo, ojhI indeed, nro 
unfit for the duties of pnvnto soldiers, but who procured themselves 
to bo enrolled as recruits, merely to get a passngo on board tbo 
chartered ships to Indio. Upon their arrival horo, humanity and 
neeesiit) force us to accept their offer of a man m their place, but 
wluch is no addition to our strength, as m most instances ho is 
cither a sailor who deserts, or the sarao man that would have been 
otlwrwiso obtained, and the gentlemen when discharged are ui 
general without employment and soon after in great want and 
distress. Ilavmg boon informed tlrnt tlus practico has been too 
frequent for sovoral years past I lmvo been unwilling to bo harsh 
with tho gentlcraon of that description who lmvo come out in tho 
ships of last season, but I havo to request that m fnturo, no such 
fallacious enlistments bo suffered at liomo, and also that it may bo 
notified as pubbely as possible that if any such young men do come 
oat either by passing tliemsohes for persons of the proper class for 
recruits or by tho collusion of others, I am dotormined tlrnt the) 
slmll sorvo tho tirao for which tlmy ore ongnged, or if I should l to 
induced to consent to dtsclmrgo them, it slmll bo on tho express 
condition of not only finding a man to roplnco them, but also of 
giving security that they slinll return to Furopo at their own 
<xp<n«o by the first ships that sail. I nm tho more earnest in 
stating the real condition of your European force ns it Is tho foun 
dntmn upon which all jour power and dominion m this countr) 
mu^ in man) possjl>Jo cases stand or full 

Tho nnti\o troops lmvo on many occasions evinced great fldditv 
and nttnehnu nt to yonr service on several others, from want of 
|«) or other rau*es, tlioj lmvo manifested tokens of dmitisfnrtiou 
and n vofL When wavering in tfieir allegmnee a rcspectnl le 
l*ody of Europeans wuuld aso them to obedience 

I lrnvi ^c., 

Corxwmlk 

hi cl ConswALun to mr Simrr Co«mnu 
[ v ^rre] 

( LSTintD Fort wmuo t<* IT** 

Mndaj^i Fcmdm 1ms hitlu rto n-Hb-d tin sohntath us 
i f th'’ 1 o*nu ml mini tmtion, to tnle nn artlvt part in tin war 
n^nlu l Tipjickj nn 1 unlcr th shadow i f th i l\mg* nntlmnt) 
till i rv uns In lui nmt tUous im^Iu m -h on th I | j^r I n linr*-*. 
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His failuie m several attempts befoie the lams, and the general 
disaffection and even aversion of many of the Mogul Chiefs, who 
have lntheito acted with lnm, may piobably, without any foreign 
mterfeience, lcndei those schemes aboitne His leal plan of 
opeiations foi the dry season cannot yet be piecisely ascertamed 
Among other designs, theie appealed to IHi Anderson some 
reason to suspect that lie mtendcd to attack Golarn Kadn Khan , 1 
whose domunons are contiguous to those of the Vizier m the 
Hoab His late acquisitions on the bordeis of the Yiziei’s 
countiy, have I am afraid, sown the seeds of many futuie dis- 
putes, and, exclusive of any consideiation on that head, his suc- 
cess against Golam Kadn Khan uould give a most dangeious 
' addition to his strength I theiefoie, at the suggestion of Mi 
Anderson, authorised lnm at his discietion to delivei a message 
from me to Scmdia, couched m civil teims, but tenchng to discou- 
rage lnm fiom any nearer appioach in that quaitei to the terri- 
tories of the Vizier 

Hostilities still continue between the Nizam and Malirattas on 
one side, and Tippoo Sultaun on the other Since the lams, 
Tippoo has crossed the Tungbuddra, and by oui last accounts 
both armies were m its neighbourliood, and at no gieat distance 
horn each other Some skirmishes, but no decisive action has 
been fought, that ue have yet heaid of Amid all then own 
internal dissensions, we have no reason at piesent to appiehend 
that any of oui neighbours entertain hostile designs against any 
of your possessions m Hmdostan. And upon tins political subject 
I shall only add, that I shall be at gieat pams, and hope m time 
to succeed m convmcmg them all, that it is the earnest desire of 
this Government to cultivate then friendship, and to lefram from 
giving them just cause of offence, eithei by positive injuries 01 by 
intrigues , but that on the other hand, it is equally oui detei- 
irnned lesolution, to suffer no insults or injuries to ourselves 01 to 
our allies, to pass umesented 

The multiplicity of other business m which I have been 
engaged since my arrival here, has hitherto prevented me from 
making much progiess m my mqmnes into the conduct of those 
commercial servants pointed at m your seciet letter, dated 12 th 
Aprd last Although I am already persuaded that theie is much 
ground foi believing that your suspicions are too well founded, of 

1 Gholam Kadir Khan, son of Zabita Khan, The Maratha forces drove him out of Delhi 
Nabob of Saharanpur He was a tuibulent m the following October, and he was taken 
soldier of fortune, took possession of Delhi in and put to death by order of Sindia before the 
June, 1788, and made Shah Alem pusoner, dose of the year 
whose eyes he himself put out with lusdaggei 

E 2 
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banco I mean gentlemen (among wham there are even wmo 
half pay King s officers) who never meant to serve, and indeed, nro 
unfit for the duties of pnvnto soldiers, but who procured tbomwlves 
to bo enrolled as recruits, merely to got a passage on board the 
chartered ships to India. Upon their arrival horo, humanity rind 
necessity force us to occopt their offer of a man in their place, hut 
■winch is no addition to our strength as in most instances ho is 
either a sailor who deserts, or tho samo man that mould hare been 
otherwise obtained, and tho gentlemen when discharged nro in 
general without employment and soon after in great want and 
distrev Having been informed that this practice has been too 
frequent for several years pad I haso been unwilling to bo liarsh 
with tho gentlemen of that description who lmvo come cmt m tho 
ships of last season, hot I liavo to request tliat m future no such 
fallacious enlistments bo suffered at liomo and also that it may ho 
notified ns publicly as possible that if any such yonng mon do como 
out either by passing tlicm^elves for persons of the proper cln*a for 
recruits or by tho collusion of others, I am determined tlmt tin \ 
sluill servo tho timo for which tlioy are engaged, or if I should I hi 
rodnred to corwnt to dmlmrgo them, it slrnll bo on tho express 
condition of not only finding a man to replace them but a?«o of 
giving security tlmt tiny shall return to Itiropo at their own 
<xpiu«o by tlit. first ships that saiL I am tho more cumed in 
►tatuig the real condition of your LnrojHWi force as it i« tho foun- 
dation upon flinch all yonr power and dominion in this country 
mu t in many politic cavs stand or fall 

Tli native tnxijis lrnvo on mnn\ occasions cvincctl great fidelity 
and altnchnnnt t« vour i^mrc on several others, from wnnt of 
l«v or otln r enu i"s t)i< v liavt manifested token* of <H**atl*Cartinti 
and nvtlt. \\1 h ii wnvinng in their allegiance n respectnbh 
I Iv of 1 uropcniM fluald awe them to olxificnrc 

I havt Ac 

CoONWUlJH. 


I Att Cmwaun to mr ^iout Civutmr 

(■^ 1 

( i nvu ur*» i ir n s tc i ' 

Ma l3/>c S m«ha lta* hitherto r»-nt tl tin h»1i itoti m 
iS th** I »*u n Imm^trati n. to tnlo an artivi | irt in th war 
n “Air t T*| -J > nr 1 uni r tl> dud w of tit Kui^h Mills niv 
til | rv - 1 in ln« nrnl tli rti« M-h m<-« on tl* I j j*-r 1 n iium-s. 
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His failmc in several attempts before tlie in ms, and the gcneial 
disaffection and even aversion of many of the Mogul Chiefs, who 
have lutheito acted with Inin, may piobably, without any foieign 
interference, lendei those schemes nboitne His leal plan of 
operations foi the dry season cannot yet be pieeisely ascei tamed 
Among other designs, theie appealed to Mi Andeison some 
i cason to suspect that he mtended to attack Golarn Kadu Khan, 1 
whose dominions are contiguous to those of the Yiziei m the 
Doab His late acquisitions on the bordeis of the Yiziei’s 
coimtiy, have I am afraid, sown the seeds of many futuie dis- 
putes , and, exclusive of any consideration on that head, Ins suc- 
cess against Golam Kadn Khan would give a most dangerous 
addition to his stiength I theiefoie, at the suggestion of Mi. 
Andeison, authorised lnm at his disci etion to deliver a message 
from me to Scindia, couched m civil terras, but tending to discou- 
lage him fiom any neaier appioach m that quaitei to the terri- 
tories of the Yizier. 

Hostilities still continue between the Nizam and Mahrattas on 
one side, and Tippoo Sultaun on the other Since the mins, 
Tippoo has ciossed the Tungbuddra, and by oui last accounts 
both armies weie m its neighbourhood, and at no gieat distance 
from each other. Some slnrraishes, but no decisive action has 
been fought, that we have yet keaid of Amid all their own 
internal dissensions, we have no leason at piesent to appiehend 
that any of oui neighbours entertain hostde designs against any 
of your possessions m Hindostan. And upon this political subject 
I shall only add, that I shall be at gieat pains, and hope m time 
to succeed m convmcmg them all, that it is the earnest desire of 
tins Government to cultivate then friendship, and to refrain from 
giving them just cause of offence, eitkei by positive injuries oi by 
intrigues , but that on the othei hand, it is equally oui' deter- 
mined resolution, to suffer no insults or injuries to ourselves or to 
our allies, to pass unresented 

The multiplicity of other business m which I have been 
engaged since my arrival here, has hitherto prevented me from 
making much pi ogress m my inquiries into the conduct of those 
commercial servants pomted at m your secret letter, dated 12th 
Apnl last Although I am already persuaded that theie is much 
giound for believing that your suspicions are too well founded, of 

1 Gholam Kadu Khan, son of Zabita Khan, The Maratha forces drove him out of Delhi 
Nabob of Saharanpur He was a turbulent m the following October, and he was taken 
soldier of fortune, took possession of Delhi in and put to death by order of bindia before the 
I une, 1788, and made Shah Alem pnsoner, close of the year 
whose eyes he himself put out with Ins daggei 
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mnny of them lmying been guilty of corruption or slmmcful 
negligence I will not ret yenturo to pay that wo shall bo ablo to 
obtain legal proofs of either 

Tho custom* nnd prejudices of the natiyes render it difficult m 
mi eh cases to obtain information from them and tho combination 
of thoso servants tliat have been concerned m such iniquitous 
transactions may tlirow insupcrablo obstacles in tho way of 
investigation into past abuses- I hayo not yet been ablo to obtain 
from the Board of Trado certain lists nnd papers tlrnt I called for 
to cnablo me by ascertaining the names of contractors and 
members of tho Board of Trade at certain periods, to file hills m 
equit) according to your directions. I trust liowoycr tliat I shall bo 
nblo to procd-d to tho elocution of your commands on that head, 
immediately after tho despatch of tho Swallow pachot- 

I have &c., 

CoilN^N ALLIS. 

\ ku . CV>n.vw\LL« to the niarrr lien liner Dtrans 
(Trim* ] 

BEAU Sin, tsJratU, Vo 30 I M 

Many tilings remain fetill to Ik> dom nn invent] 
gntnm of tho Jlis»n*Iiodal«ul iHirlmr where I btlievo a lh>idint 
will iM>t Is found n**eej«nry anil of tho Augion ftables of lh wire* 
and luilmnv The arm) h m a mor-t shocking rtnto and will 
o-qmn nu utmost » xertions. One examplo projs rl\ cho^ n nm) 
do lunch pswl and sari tlie rum of mnm I wish \imr countn 

man had not It ft this countn Is fon mr nmvnl that 1 

mipltt l<a vo k{ a public mark on /us infani) llio wood news f 
Imvt htdhoui tlmt Mr v 'hort * hcidtli <1 * lines wry mucli, and 
I nm mdlv njp^htn in tliat h cannot n moin in tlus country 
If tins should hn| j ti it will Ini n mr*-t m non< publir In-*, and 1 1 
me n great r dn.»| jKiintnunt than I enn <lfwnl« ^ou ml! lour 
fn m ra mon ognin ly thi William 1 itt hy winch ron\ivmic» 

\ ti w HI rv>ci ire ( t m ml Si >js r lus—— lu Lon nnd all his 
gn mnecs. 

Varj h r*-in Is much l* tt r Irut II li \i h mil go h *m* 

I nm 

CouxwaiK 

If th buI j -ct {« |y t t > l/his s 1 will \irfi w nil stir in 
1 srn ( * r Im tM fn tn tl e 1 mr ml tivl ctj n*- *f the 
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German troops But don’t mistake mo. and take an ay a Bntisli 
legimcnt instead ol’ them Tlic King’s British icgiments must not 
be parted -with , mc have m leahlj nothing else, except the eoips 
ot aitillciy, that desoivcs the name of an Euiopean foice 


MlNUTL OF 7 HI GOVLRNOR-Gl NTU VL 

Doc 22, 178G 

I should m any case be soiry to haic my intentions miscon- 
strued by the Couit of Diiectors, but it Mould gno me pniticulni 
conccin if any part of the conduct of my picdccessoi in office 
should be a flee ted by such misconstruction I cnimot theiefore 
have the smallest objection to comply uitli Mi Macphei son’s 
nuslies. that the explanation winch he gnes of the line that he 
pursued in legal d to the claims of mdiMduals upon the Yiziei, 
shall be stated m oui next general letter in the seciet depait- 
ment A stiict adherence to oui geneial lesolution against all 
future mfeifcrcnce of that land, Mill I am persuaded, be found 
useful and crech table to this Government, and as the pnnciples 
upon Minch that resolution was founded Mali soon bo geneially 
known, I cannot say that I nppiehend much inconvenience from 
private solicitation I think it \ery possible that mdiuduals Mho 
lmoM r that they cannot succeed lieie, mu 11 tiy the fate of similar 
applications to the Comt of Directors , but as I null fieely con- 
fess that the reasons w Inch actuated us should in. my opinion 
lose none of their foice nith the Honouiable Couit, it Mould not 
be justifiable m me to recommend the measure of calbng for and 
statmg a list of the private debts of the Nabob Vizier to Bntish 
subjects It would most reasonably be construed into an implied 
intention of giving assistance to lecovei them, and would dnectly 
conti adiet the declaration that I have given, on the propel line 
foi the future conduct of the Government 


Earl Corhw allis to Charles Warre Majlet, Esq. 

Sir, Calcutta, Dec 24 , 1786. 

. Our information respecting the internal state of the 
Maratta nation appeal’s to me to be particularly defective You 
m ell know that it has ever been publicly asserted that there is no 
such pel son as the Bam Bajali 1 at Sattaiak, m existence But this 
fact, if not done already, you will be able to ascertain beyond a 


1 Ram Raja died m 1777 See note to p 227 
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possibility of doubt and if a Ram Rajah bo olive, I trust that 
you will have it m your power to add some account of the manner 
in which he is treated, find of the ceremonies observed m any 
intercourse between him and the Peehwa. 

I have not yet l^cen able to procure such elephants os I 
wished to send to the Peehwa, but I must beg of you to assure 
him that I have by no means forgot them. 

I am, da, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cobhwalub to the Odubt of Directors. 

Honou r A nr .K 8 IRS, Cakatt*, Dee. 27 176* 

Borne veasels have already arrived from China, and 
I am sorry to say have brought heavy complamts against the con- 
duct of your eupracargoes there, representing them as being engaged 
under the cover of other names, in private commerce, and oppress- 
ing the traders from this country and the two coasts, by a spirit 
of monopoly and combination amongst themselves. Upon the 
arrival of the other ships of the season, I shall mate further 
inquiries concerning this important subject, and if those repre- 
eentationa appear to be well founded, I shall think it my duty to 
make very senons remonstrances to the Conned of su pm cargoes 
and I have no doubt of my being supported by your Honourable 
Court Tho trade from this country to the eastward is attended 
with great hazards and most precarious profits. It is at present 
by no means flourishing and, if it meets with check instead of 
encouragement from our own servants at Canton, it will soon bo 
totally lost 

Brnco my arrival m this country a great vanoty of reprosentn 
tions and complamts have been made to me against tho conduct of 
some individuals, and the general system of the present modo of 
managing tho Durbar of the Nabob Hobanch nd Dowlnli. At 
tlus distance, many circumstances concur to render it almost 
impossible to discover tho truth and, being oxtremoly anxious to 
treat that family with tho utmost delicacy and lamina*, I liavo 
prevailed ujxm Hr Shore, who is so peculiarly qualified for Hint 
office, to nndortoko an excursion to Moorshedabad to mnho tho 
neecssar} investigations on tho spot From oil that I have alrcnch 
heard, I tliink it highly probable that it will appear to bo 
deeout in tlus Govommont to nbotnm from much of tho mtor 
fuxnco that lias hithorto been used in tbo dotafl of tho businoua of 
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flint, household, and which 1ms been attended with great expense to 
flic Nabob Ihit nf flic snmc time, lmmnnitj and justice will 
lequno flint we shall fake effectual means to secure flic legulai 
payment fiom flic Nabob’s allowance, of all snlnues and pensions 
flint by flic customs of people of that lank, are justly due to flic 
relations and descendants of the family. 

I lm-\c, &c., 

CORNWALLIS 


Evw, Coiinw u.i.is to Viscount Bhowi . 

M\ DrARUST CllARLl <=, Calcutln, Roc 28, 1781. 

You will h,v\ e heaid that soon nffei I left England I was 
eleefed Knight of the Gaiter, and \ciy likely laughed at me foi 
wmhing to wear a blue riband over my fat belly T could lime 
excused myself in the following lines — 

“Behold the child, In nature's kindly law, 

Pleased with a rattle, tickled with a straw , 

Some Inchcr ph\ thing gnes his jouth delight, 

A little louder, hut ns emph quite 
Scarfs, garters, gold, amuse hu> ii])or stage, 

And heads and pmj cr-books are the 1<ns of age ” 1 

13ut 1 can assme you, upon my lionour, that I neither asked foi it 
nor wished foi it The lea^onable object of ambition to a man is 
to have Ins name transmitted to postenty foi eminent services len- 
dered to Ins countiy and to manland. Nobody asks or cnies 
whether Hampden, Mailboiougli, Pelham, oi Wolfe wore Knights 
of the Garter Of all things, at present, I am most anxious to heai 
about you. The packet that w r as coming to ns oveiland, and that 
left England m July, was cut off by the wald Aiahs between Aleppo 
and Bussoia jMi Hayes wall explain to you w r hat sort of people 
the Arabs or Arabians are, as w r ell as wdiat country they inhabit , 
and you will look m the map foi Aleppo and Bussoia We are in 
daily hope of the arrival of the ‘ Intelligence’ packet Let me 
know that you aie well and do well, and I shall be happy even at 
Calcutta 

That God may bless you and preserve you to be my comfort is 
almost the only piayer of youi truly affectionate father, 

Cornwallis 


1 Pope, * Essay on Man,’ 2nd Epistle 
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La6l Corhwalus to the Right Hos Hehky Duhdas 
[Print ] 

DeAH SlE, CiJcnttm, Dm. 28, 1783 

We Lave been so unfortunate os to lose our or Gr- 
illed pocket, which was cut off by the wild Arabs some straggling 
letters however written a boot the middle of July have fuund 
their way to us. Iu these we read of dissensions between the 
Board of Control and Court of Directors the subject of the quarrel 
is said to be the exclusion of the interference of the latter m 
matters relative to the debts of the Nabob of A root I trust you 
will have approved of my discouraging Campbell s plan of ta king 
that load on the shoulders of the Company which I think are not 
able to hear such a weight of iniquity 

I have m the moat decided terms declared that this Govern 
ment will take no concern about the private creditors of the Yiner 
and I hope you will be as firm on tins subject I expect Hyder 
Beg in die course of next month, when I shall have a difficult 
game to play but I think fairne®, honesty and flrmnees, will be a 
match for cunning, corruption, and timidity 

The war between Tippoo and the Marattas seems to go on 
without any material advantage on either rnda 

You will see by my letters to the Court of Directors, that I 
have undone one of the acta of my military predeoeawr by restoring 
tlio tent allowance 1 to the army though on so reduced a plan as 
to mate n very considerable saving In this instance I have been 
so peculiarly fortunate as to unite popularity and economy for tho 
officers are exceedingly well satisfied, and the Company will gam 
Cnbove six tliousind pounds a year Some Luaknow jobs shall soon 
suffer the same fate and after my saying this, if you and Mr Pitt 
were not frequently m the habit of bestowing panegynck where it is 
\ery ill -deferred, you would be surprised at seeing my name to a 
fl amin g paragraph in praise of the General. The worst is, that this 
will not be the last of that species of composition which I shall bo 
forced to sign this winter as I understand that tho lato Governor 
General certainly goes home m the Bomngton although ho 
has not yet comm am cat ed it to me. After the depart urea of this 

1 Lord Ccrwwillb, Dm. 20 girt m iHow o£Bcm of rtgtmeoU wen m*lt rnpmoflJ* tor 
mac* to tin *flScwi o< tha iU Sr p m y tajfcla, tin erjuljwge Ac. bring «J w»r» nmij tor 0* 
nrytog ■eroding to rank frorn 50 to 150 field. On On oth*r brad a urgi number of 
K cmit nmm a-nweth for which tier wrl amp attendmto w«r» rad tw the 

f rrorW In antowmento, is will m fa IV wboi* then «u * LaLtOc* I £k\oar *f Oo- 
SeW amp npUpagi rad airbge well ■> rmunret. 
ertm itl taJui U In utnp. The an n a mllii " 
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year, I will move a lcsolution that we shall leave off tins ridiculous 
practice, aud let the public, judge of us by our actions. 

Mi. Shore is better, and has made up Ins mmd to stay m the 
country ; I have the satisfaction of hearing fiom Madras tliat Sir 
A Campbell’s health is perfectly re-established I find that it 
■would by no means suit my fiiend Davies 1 to go upon the bench 
I tiust you Mill not send out Sir Elijah Impey 2 All parties and 
descriptions of men agree about him 

Believe me, &c , 

Cornwallis 

P S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from 
Malet, which I transmit to the Secict Committee Nana seems to 
have leceived oui declaration as patiently as could be expected. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee 
[Secret ] 

CtLNTLEKEN, Fort William, Dec 28, 17S6 

. I have the honour to enclose the copy of a lettei 
from Mr Malet, givmg an account of the conference between him 
and Eana Funiaveze, upon the communication of the lesolution of 
tins Government, to obsene a strict neutrality m the present wai 
between Tippoo Sultan and the Maiatta State. 

It is m substance neaily as I expected, foi it would not be sup- 
posed that the Minister would acquiesce m a disappointment with- 
out some lernaik and remonstrance The laws of oui country and 
legard to the faith of treaties demanded this declaration, and 
every day that it was protiacted, could only furnish fresh grounds 
to support the Minister’s charge of duplicity against us 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis 


1 He was Advocate-General for several Justice m Calcutta, July, 1773, and recalled by 

years, and v>as succeeded l»y Mr (aftei wards a vote of the House of Commons, May, 1782 

Sir Wm ) Burroughes Hn> connexion w ith Hastings, and his Indian 

2 Sir Elijah Impey, b June 13, 1732, d career, are well known M P for New Rom- 

Oct 1, 1809, m Jan 18, 1708, Mary, dau ney fiom Nov 1790 to May, 1796 

of Sir John Reade, Bart Appointed Chief 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Corruption among Company** Kmsti — Arrangement with the Nabob of Oodo 
— Comm uni cntkm* wiib Uaralbo Prints* — Jenloujtaf bctsrom Company* 
and King* troop* — Tbe l^njore *ucoe**ian — European Icdltfoa — Aflilr* In 
England — F*L» economy of Court of Director* — Con treat betwear Com- 
pany fl Native and European troop*. 

In the early part of 1787 the attention of Lord Cornwallis was 
principally directed to the peculation of winch the Company's 
servants hod been guilty and to the grow corruption which pre- 
vailed everywhere, especially at Lucknow and Benares. The 
frauds were chiefly m the purchase of adk, and it was alleged that 
the contractors for supplying the Company 0 investments with that 
article, were m collusion with some of the members of the Board of 
Revenue, to which office contractors hod in several instances bebn 
promoted. On competition being invited, tho paces fell nearly 
30 per oent and the Directors, convinced that extensive guilt 
existed, ordered prosecutions to be instituted against the soven 
of thoir servants who appeared to be the most culpable. It 
was not till Lord Cornwallis had himself visited tho Upper Pro- 
vinces, thflt ho became thoroughly cognisant of the extent of 
these delinquencies, and of the excessive corruption prevalent 
among the Fmopeuns, when removed from the immediate sopor 
viMion of Government 8ome details will be found in the following 
pages. 

The arrangement with the Nabob of Oode was brought to a 
close in the spring of this year Lord Cornwallis (April 16 1787) 
addreesod a letter to him stating that he was prepared to reduce 
the tribute from 74 to 60 lacs, provided it was punctually paid 
Lrnt I 10 would not withdraw tho British troops from Futtvgbur 
Ho urged, in very peremptory terms, a largo reduction of tho 
nativo troops, and insisted upon the payment of considerable pen 
sions to various poisons, relations of the Yiner and others, to 
whom the Company had extended their protection. If theso con- 
ditions were faithfully fulfilled Lord Cornwall is promised that tho 
Resident should not interfere in tho internal affairs of tho State. 
Though the nominul reduction wiw huge, the Company in fact If^t 
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notlnug, as the laigci sum had nevci been paid A sumlai settle- 
ment was made with Mobarick ud Dowlah 

The succession to Tanjore was decided in favour of Ameei 
Smg then m possession, but upon mfoimation subsequently ob- 
tamed, and stiengthened by the strong representations of the 
celebiated missionary, the Rev. C F Schwartz , 1 the decision was 
i econsidered 2 

The moie the investigation into the conflicting rights of the 
Government, the Zemmdais, and the Ryots was prosecuted, and the 
advantage of making a permanent land settlement was considered, 
the greater weie the difficulties which piesented themselves, and 
the whole question was tkeiefore postponed for another year The 
demand on the Nizam foi the cession of the Guntooi Cncars, shared 
the same fate, as it was felt, that if the demand weie enforced 
wlnle the Nizam was engaged in hostilities with Tippoo, it might 
matenally influence the fate of the war 

The amalgamation of the Company’s with the Kmg’s army, was 
again discussed Loid Cornwallis entei tamed doubts how far this 
scheme could be adi antageously earned out, and ultimately it v r as 
abandoned. Seveial despatches to and fiom London and Calcutta 
passed on this subject, as well as with lefeience to officers, who had 
had long fuiloughs m England, returning to India with then old 
position in the service, to winch Loid Cormvallis stiongly objected 

Townrds the close of the year, great apprehension was entei - 
tamed that Tippoo intended to make war upon the English, and 
Lord Cornwallis, m ordei to be prepared foi such an emergency, 
ordeied some Loops to be levied, and ships to be fitted up as 
tiansports But Tippoo only attacked a fortiess belonging to the 
Marathas 

These alarms led to communications between the British and 
the Maiatha Pimces, especially the Peshwa, with a view of ascer- 
taining how far they weie inclined to renew r the war wat-h Tippoo, 
and various inducements were held out, to encourage them to 
enter into a confederacy foi this object, should it become necessary 
This proceeding was considered the inoie advisable, as the Maiathas 
had felt much aggiieved, when Lord Cornwallis, departing fiom the 
pohey of his predecessoi, had declined, while at peace with Tippoo, 
to affoid any aid to Ins enemies 

1 Christian Frederick Schwartz, b Oct 26, m his endeavours to promote Christianity, but 
1726, in Sonneiburgh, in the New Marck, his exertions did not produce much fiuit 
d Feb 13, 1798 , unmarried No missionary s See despatch to ill Dundas, ilaich 5, 
e\er acquned the influence which he did, 1787, aud several to the Governor ot Fort 
mainly by the ]udgmeut, tempci , aud modem- St Ceoige, and to the Court of Dnectors in 

tion lit always displajed He w as indefatigable 1793 
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Tho ignorance of the Government at Calcutta of the power of 
the various Maratha States, their connection with each other and 
oven of the manners and customs of the people, is a striking proof 
how little general knowledge of Hindustan was then possessed by 
Europeans. Lord Cornwallis, when directing Mr Forster 1 II to pro- 
ceed to the Court of Moodajee Bhonsla, especially requests him to 
obtain information on all such points, as, m regard at least to some 
of the States, he was in total ignorance abcrut them 


Fam. COBHWALLlS TO GbOEOE FoBSTER, ESQ LuOINOW 
Srn, CnJcnttm, Jin. 6 1707 

I have received your letters of the 22nd and 27th ultimo, 
the answers to which are nearly anticipated m my letter of the 
20th. I can only add that I am determined to maintain the most 
pacific system, and that although I shall be extremely desirous to 
be well informed about everything that passes amongst our neigh 
hours, you must carefully avoid any steps that could occasion a 
doubt of my sincerity This will be a rule for your conduct in 
keeping up a communication with the Seiks I wish to live on 
friendly terms with them, but whilst So India commits no breach of 
Ins treaty with us, they must have no encouragement to hope that 
we will form any political connexion with them I am perfectly 
sensible of the defenceless state of Rohflchund, and I shall soon think 
of means for its better security But if m the mean tame tho Seiks 
should invade it, I shall be at some pains to make them cautious 
in future, of giving us that land of provocative. 

You will see from what I havo said, how delicate it would be 
to mterfero concerning the Seik vakeel at Lucknow I Iiave how 
over desired Colonel Harpur * by this poet, to recommend him to 
Rajah Ticket Roy* for the attentions usually paid to persons m Ins 
situation. 

Whilst I wish on all occasions to avoid needless expense I 
linvo no objection to pay well for information which is really 
useful for common purposes therefore I recommend economy but 

I liavo that confidence m your good intentions and honour to 

1 Gwrg* Forttfr iLF K 1701 at\agpor*. rant, rraljTwl Lb* Cctnp«n/« Barrie* Fab 2 

II m bo adndrabU Orient*! scholar and 1788 

tnTcQftl hi tb* dl^Rnh* of catlra from ■ R»k Ticket Roy Flmnc* Mtabter 1* 
BorabBj to EmBf* orailmJ, rrxl wm »rr«r tho Nabob ef OotU, ander HjtUr Bor KWn 
drtrcUil but coo*, ar»l then »*lj when h* took t wl*« cWih In 17W b« w»i fiaeril at the 
aC ba toiban aod aipt»rd hk ikrw bead hr»l of that dfpartrocnt. Iterated wW 
tba fralloa of tba akuB aadUd ao^iickn Vbkr AHt wb» ckprxd and amt to lktoa, 

* Col cod (Ubod Ilarpur Iknjal e»tablnb- *hna be d*ud. 
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leave it to your discretion to draw for sucli sums as you may deem 
necessary to promote the ciedit and interest of this Government. 
You will please to transmit to me monthly an account of the 
manner in winch any money drawn foi, has been applied , and it 
may be most satisfactoiy to us both, if the exigency of the service 
'will admit of your obtaining my previous consent to the advance of 
any considerable sum j am ^ $. c ? 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to Messrs , , and 

GENTLEMEN, Calcutta, Jan 15, 1787 

I can assure you with gieat truth, that under all circum- 
stances, it is painful to me to execute such orders as those ftom 
the Secret Committee But I undertook this Government with a 
full determination to suffer no private considerations, to interfere 
with the discharge of what I conceived to be my public duty The 
mstiuctions from the Secret Committee are explicit, to older Bills 
m Equity to be filed against those who were members of the Board 
of Trade, or contractors to furnish raw silk during a certain period , 
and pendmg the several suits agamst those gentlemen, I hold 
myself equally bound to comply with the recommendation con- 
tamed m that letter, to suspend them I will not conceal from 
you, that without such recommendation, I should not have thought 
it justifiable m the Government to have left Company’s servants 
m the exercise of offices of great trust and responsibility, whilst 
charges of so serious a nature, and so formally bi ought against 
them, aie under discussion before a court of justice I shall only 
add, that it will give me the most smcere satisfaction to see this 
business end m a complete justification of your conduct 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 

» 

The Court of Directors to Earl Cornwallis 
[R eceived Feb 10, 1787 ] 

My Lord, July 21, 1786 

We cannot conclude this subject, without expressmg 
our dissatisfaction at the mode adopted by several of the Princes of 
India, m conespondmg with us m any other way than tluough the 
medium of the respectne Governments, and employing our ser- 
vants to bo then agents m Gieat Britam The Nabob of Oude, 



254 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


CrtAr 1\ 


tho Nabob of Bengnl, nnd the Bnjah of Tanjoro linvo nt this timo 
persons, who call themselves Agents, residents in London, in tho 
persons of tlirco of ottr own servants Mr Hollaed 1 for tho first, Sir 
John D Oyloy * for tho second, nnd 3Ir Boss for tho Hurd. 

1 oa will toko overv opportunity of convoying to nil tho Pnnces 
of India tho earnest wish wo hnvo so often repeated, that their 
communications to ns should bo mndo only through tho channel of 
our regular Governments In India, and that wo can pay no regard 
to communications mndo in any other way and wo strict 1} pro- 
hibit our servants from accepting any such agency for tho Bnnces 
of tho country declaring at tho samo time Hint wo shall consider 
it as a forfeiture) of all fntnre claims to our favour 

N\ o are A*c s 


Thf Rsiorr IIo* Ilrvtrr Duxnvs to Laiil Corxwalli* 

[Trintl Oof b-otiil ] d 1 elj. 1 1 1 87 

My dfar Bonn, wtni Jtd y * 0, 1 «i 

There is a subject of great moment ninth I enn 
onh write to yon npon in a private cnj»aeih it bang con<ud* nil on 
inuijx'dH nt to male it the subje^ct of a public despatch — I mean the 
1mone«« of the hnccwnim of tho Nnl*ob of ArcoL It is more limn 
twelie montlis smet no jm {Hired a dc^Hitch to bo sent to India, 
hinting tho grounds why njwn the death of tho old 2snbob wo 
should loo obliged to taho the part of tlto eldest 4 son again t the 
1 n t* n ions of tho second • if he should l>o rnlhd to tho succo-vton 
by nnv ih*cd of his Cithern. II\ man) pnvato commnnicntiimi w< 
hnow wt 21 that the second sou n tho fuvounto of tho futfur hut 
we hhewiM know tlint m will b) the faith of trcati as In our own 
mtcn>t wt mu t ultimately thwnrt tho vuws of tho Nnlmh nnd 
bis st'ctuul son in this rc'{*‘ct But notwithstanding fell It 
rxpcdn ut not to m ml out cm other in truetions up* u tlm snlject 
titan the Mwlm* ( irummuit nro nt pn.~n nt |*K>e-*-i/'d of TCr-* 

v * ^-i iuil-l b it i i \ t i u y j i -m 

t" ^ 1 1-0 )Lf ( L nl -lO f U * It IbU k. t l»T-q ^ t trrr-tmrj I fl 

) 1 Ul In J| I 1 IF l*r-*n L>* bjuj~« p/ i),- J I r», mik-fu-** 1 rt 

f [I -ft * rn ih* pn j I » L- - «i I III c*inl»r « l*> iln | lb lot r» £«*•* 

* 1 Afxi It I f** if- It -*• Mora- k~r rt iW »U < rtTK-l tl Vr rt 

i- * )1 K U ->1 \j il jt | l- I ra < fnnilttrr 

•*" 'k - '* *i<i IU|£>I * T7 I t-»l k-0 r ) chrr^i It 1 I ' 

^ J4 lO j r-trt. U Jw. 17^1 t I-KUmlJ ol II J~1 J 1/ i 

■5. J*a. A l| j n MurrK. I - I j j. I- I 

•* I t U| I cT ‘ Ikw Ilk 1 1 Ik I II * 

I a t M i ul *4 | | j >. l »ll« */ ( «i ul I ^ i | fk l t t 

"Hi I,, )|| | Jj,, Un l« -Ml I J-l \ 3 11 
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mMi notions could certain!) bo oomo)od thiough the Secret Com- 
nnttoc, but eu'nlhuur lclntivo to the Nabob of Aicothns been so 
much the subject of party at the India House, ye doubt if the 
seciet would lie kept It is however mntennl that it should bo 
kept, because the second son being the lord minister of Ins father 
with whom we haie many mntennl tiansactions in dependence, it 
would be impolitic to exasperate him, which a final decision upon 
his succession would undoubtedly do; our opinion thcrcfoio is, to 
act decisnely m favour of the eldest son when the event happens, 
but to conceal as much ns possible that decision at the piesent 
moment Upon that ground wc hn\o always kept back the des- 
patch, and shall continue to do so, unless by letters eithci fiom 
youi Lordship or Sir Aiehibnld Campbell, 3011 shall assign any 
lcnsons why you wish us to act othei wise 

You will not fail to observe that in ono of the despatches winch 
have just now gone out, we lane laid the foundation of yom 
leportmg yom sentiments as to the arrangement of the military m 
India, and m that report you can gi\e us the giound foi adopting 
any s\stem 3011 shall ndusc I slmll wait with impatience foi it, 
indeed I flatter myself if )oui Loidship lias stopped an} r time at 
Madras, we shall at an caiher penod lecene something fioin } r ou 
on this subject, 111 consequence of } r ou and Sir Aiehibnld having had 
an oppoitunity of confemug together 

In all respects of consequence wc remain at home pietty much 
as ) r ou left us, only that tlieie w r ill be immediately instituted a 
Boaid of Trade, with Mr Jenkmson, now Loid Hawkcsbui) r , at tlie 
head of it Mi Gicirnlle 1 lenies the India Boaul, and goes to it, 
and Lord Walsmgham 2 likewise leaves me and goes amhassadoi to 
•Spam Nothing is ) r et fixed, and will not immediately, but it is 
probable that my new colleagues will be I\Ii Eden 3 and Mi Orde, 


1 Right Hou William Wyndlmm Giemillc, 
3rd son of the Right Hon George Gienvillc, 
created Lord Gicmillc Nov 25, 1790, b 
Oct 25, 1759, d Jan 12, 1834, m July 18, 
1792, Anne, dau , and nRonvirds sole heir, of 
Thomas, 1st Lord Camelford M P for 
Buckingham town from Feb 1762 to 1784, 
and then for Buckingham county till he was 
made a peer He held the annous ofhees of 
Chief Secretary in Ireland, Paymaster-General, 
Speaker of the House of Commons, and Secre- 
tary of State, almost without intermission 
from 1782 to March, 1801 , from 1784 to 
1801 he was an unpaid Commissioner of the 
Board of Control, though for sea eral of the 
latter years he took no part m the business , 
First Lord of the Treasury from Feb 1806 to 

March, 1 807 , Chancellor of the University of 

Oxford Doc. 14, 1809 


- Thomas, 2nd I o xl Wnlsmghanr, b Tuly 
14, 1748, d laD 16, 1818, m April 30, 
1772, Augusta Georginna Lliznbcth, dnu ot 
William, 1st Lord Boston M P foi Tam- 
worth fiom Nor 1774 to Jill}, 1780, and 
then for I ostavithiel till he became a peer. 
May 9, 1781 He was Groom of the Bed- 
chamber, Lord of Trade, and Undcr-Secietary 
to Lord George Germain from 1772 to 1780, 
Commissioner of the Board of Control fiom 
1784 to 1790, and Chanman of Committees 
of the House of Lords fiom 1794 to 1814, 
Postmaster-General 1787 to 1794 He did 
not go to Spain, but Mr Eden did 

3 Right Hon William Eden, created Lord 
Auckland in Iieland, Nov 18, 1789, and in 
England May 23, 1793, b 1745, d May 
28, 1814, m Sept. 26, 1776, Eleanor, 
dau of Sir Gilbert Elliott, 3rd Bart. M P 
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if Iiu health doc* not permit lura to return to Ireland. From cer 
tarn circumstances I think it likowiso very prohahlo that the con 
stitution of the Board will be so far altered, ns to BUperecdo tho 
necessity of either tho Secretary of Stato or Cl inn cell or of tho 
Exchequer being of it, in which case I supposo your hurablo 
servant not oalv in reality bnt declaredly will bo understood ns 
tho Cabinet Blimster for India but all this cannot take place 
without on Act of Parliament and therefore probably not till next 
winter Lord Wolsinglmm and Hr Grenvillo bavo nlrcod) left 
me but thcro is no occasion for an) now armngemonts to succeed 
them at present, for tho Board will this day adjourn, and I in a 
few hours sot out for Scotland for three montlis. 

Behoro me Ae., 

IIen nr Du\n\R 


Laiil Co&xwalus to toe RianT Hot Heart Duvnui 


fPrlTUW ] 

Drab Sin, c»kutu, ruur 

On tho 1 llh instant tho Intelligence pirkct nmvixl nfti r 
u mot t»*dnui pa «ap. It gavt mo tho greatest ph*anm to find 
tliot wi havi ixartlx taken up tin lint yon rceomnuml in the 
J ranch bu ino*0 It is not cxtmonhnnr) tlint wo liavo antinjwtisl 
\our wi he* nr coincided with \ 011 r opinion on mod nth< r subj<‘cR 
as I Imd tho adrnntugo of tallang them over so froquenth with 
)on in I/indon. 

1 Iinvo lmd several mtcnicwn with ITvdir Bog hhnn, the 
\ izicrs mini tir Tlio total mi mnnngoimnt ofOn<l< tho confuM^I 
mnun< r t f stating accounts 1* tween tho ^ izn*r nnd tlio Compnnr, 
ami tho con tant pmrtico on one port (f tramping up rluirg's to 
« \tort i vt rv raj^-e tluit it was jx^ohlo to gi t nnd on tin otla r < f 
making dm , f , rv art nnd < rnuon to d< f r pavmont lm*o n 
d< nil it ttTT diflletilt to li a fair open lino lx two* n «« 

Tlie i rd efnm home nlsuit tin I uttr Chur detv-hniont nml tin 
! tt« rs from Mr Unified add not a little to oar <dMarh-* 


C n l f n N I 4 I JI rtt 
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However mteiference might have been disclaimed in the last 
Administration, it still existed to a gieat extent, we cannot there- 
fore expect to be believed when we declaie that we mean to put an 
end to it Hydei Beg constantly lepeats a proveib of then-s — 
“ Whoever has been stung by a snake, is frightened when he sees a 
rope ” I have been gieatly embarrassed to determine m my own 
mind what would be a fan bargain between the two Governments, 
but it has been a much more arduous task to endeavour to make 
the minister believe what I said, or mdeed understand the lan- 
guage I talked I might almost as well have expected him to 
understand English. 

The basis for an agreement appeared to me to be, that we 
should disclaim all manner of interference m the revenues, collec- 
tions, commerce, and internal management of the country, and that 
on the other hand we should have the entire direction of political 
matters , and as no dependence can be placed on their own con- 
temptible rabble, that it should be clearly admitted that they looked 
to us solely for defence, and were to enjoy the blessings of peace 
under the protection of the most formidable power m Hmdostan. 

The words “Cawnpore Brigade” and “ Futty Ghui detach- 
ment,” have been long in use By Mr Hastings’ treaty and by 
the orders from the Com! of Directors, the Futty Ghur detach- 
ment was positively to be recalled, and the Vizier was to pay only 
the Cawnpore Brigade Brigade is an indefinite term At the 
time the treaty was made, the army was divided into three bri- 
gades , it now, by the Orders of September, 1785, is formed into 
six. On my arrival I found a complete brigade at Cawnpore, and 
another at Futty Ghur , and on account of the strength of Scmdia 
and the growing power of the Seiks m that quarter, it is really 
my opinion that we cannot with safety keep a less force m Oude. 
The two brigades, by the fairest calculation, cost the Company, 
including all extraordmanes, about forty-six lacs Saadut Ally’s 
and the Rolnlla pensions amount to neai three lacs The Resident, 
if he is not to trade and distress the country, must have a hand-' 
some salary , the Accountant must be well paid, and they must 
have assistants and clerks The collections of Oude are settled at 
about two crore and forty lacs, and I am informed they realize 
above two crore. After most maturely, and I trust most impar- 
tially, weighing the interests and rights of both parties, I thought 
it reasonable to propose, that m future the Vizier should pay 
annually to the Company fifty lacs in full of all demands, pro- 
portionable deductions to be made, if any of the troops should be 
withdrawn 


von i 
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Hyder Beg, who will not speak out or make any proposition 
himself and only waits for anr proposals m order to object to them 
appeared much alarmed at the mention of this sum, and said that 
he bed no powers to make such an agreement, hut must refer.it to 
the Yiner This is only acting a part, for I know that he thinks 
the demand not only reasonable, lint advantageous to the Yin or 
and I am equally certain that it can ho paid with the utmost 
facility 

From the beet information I have been able to get concerning 
Onde, I hear that the Yiner extorts every rupee he can from his 
ministers, to squander in debaucheries, cockfighting, elephants, 
and horses he is aaid to have a thousand of the latter m his 
stables, although he never uses them. The ministers on their part 
are foil as rapacious as their master their object is to oh eat him 
and plunder the country They charge him seventy lacs for the 
maintenance of troops to enforce the collections, the greater part 
of which do not exist, and the money supposed to pay them goes 
into the pocket of Almas Ally 1 Khan and Hyder Beg 

The principal object of the plan which I gave to you m Lon- 
don was, that the Company’s troops should be better recruited 
this is so essential a point, that without it we can have only the 
name of an European army I can assure you that the Bengal 
part of it does not deserve that name. It is likewise very desirable 
that the officers serving m India, should all rank alike according to 
tho dates of their commissions. But I am at the same time per 
fectly convinced that it would be very clangorous to take from this 
Government the power of dismissing the officers of the army 
How far that power may he endangered by their having Kings 
commissions, is far you to consider Several objections have 
occurred to me upon more mature deliberation, against declaring 
oil the forces m this country King t troop*. If an Act of Portia 
ment could bo obtained permitting the Company to beat up for 
recruits, and to keep them under martial law till their embarkn 
tion, and if some means could he adopted to establish equality of 
rank among King s and Company’s officers, I belie vo I ihonld bo 
satisfied. 

It was not without some force cm my conscience, that I signed 
the letter containing that fnlaomo and unmerited panegyric on 
Blopcr I was too much moved by the ill state oflus health, the 
depression of his spirits, and his severe mortification hut if I had 

! ^ am Kb*n lfti k CiTtxrrll* ranodi warir cw-HW W tWr tmilorfe*, kod W* 

Mpilrtrr cfPookh oj DowUh, b who* tip fbrmldiU* knny toUI»- hltn»rlf k«n 7 
tHpi ni tkt Mi to, h4 Wlh turn fa*Vp«*irof If.dWOcUWf 
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then completely known the transaction about ’s regiment at 

> for winch leceived about £8000, and without appoint- 
ing a smgle officei, or raising or attempting to raise a man, 
notlnng should have mduced me to do it If the Dukes of Rich- 
mond or Rutland, or Lord Sydney, should attack you and Mr Pitt 
with that paiagraph m their hands, you may make that apology 
for my signing it Believe me, &c , 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome 

My DEAREST C harl es, Calcutta, Feb 17, 1787 

The ‘ Intelligence ’ packet arrived here on the 11th of this 
month, and to my great joy brought me your letter of the 14th of 
June I was most exceedingly shocked at seeing an account of my 
poor friend Dr Young’s 1 death m the newspapers It was put m so 
circumstantially in several papers, that I cannot doubt the truth of 
it I suppose you have mentioned it in some letter which I have 
not yet received ; I am sine you must have been very sony for him. 
I am a Knight and no Knight, for my stars, garters, and ribbons 
are all lost in Arabia, and some wild Arab is now making a figure 
with Horn soit qm mal y pense lound his knee I hope you have 
got French enough to construe that, but I own it is not a very easy 
sentence If I continue to hear good accounts of you, I shall not 
cry after my stars and garters You will probably get this letter 
just before you set out to spend the election holidays at EccleshalL 2 
I am sure I need not tell you that you should pay every attention 
to the Bishop of Lichfield, and considei every thing he says as coming 
from me I think upon the whole, as you intend your bay horse 
for a hunter, you was m the right to cut off his tail. I am very 
glad to hear that going into the water agrees with you, and that 
you can swim God bless you, my dearest Charles, may health and 
every happmess attend you. 

Your most affectionate father, 

Cornwallis 


1 Rev John Young, DD , Fellow of Eton, 
a brother of the well-known agricultural 
wnter, Arthur Young, b 1716, killed May 20, 

1786, by a fall from his horse while hunting 


wrth George III He had been tutor to the 
Duke of Grafton, and was often offered, but 
always dechned, great church preferment 
2 The residence of the Bishop of Lichfield 
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r if l C ~vn\uxxi to mr G. ctx o t Prtrrrot.* 
HtAortAru: Mr* <x-7*u *r l t i * 

V firm j* rnia*i< n of it* 1* in" nifc^arr far tlio tmo 
lit n-t of tho C mjnnr crmll onlv |um in Inn^i mo to jwxtp no 
to tmxt v -ar th « x -rnfmn of thr* onl r* to imho n n v nm* f ttl 
nirnt f r t n roar*. "XTr Stalls 1 who pro^h**! nt th Commit! oo 
t r J oi nn 1 in" on tho oro of <1 jwrtnn muM not with pn>* 
jr*i tr in m imj^rtant an un«l Ttahin" nn*l the timo 

I t» on tli** ion of Mr Mmrr* to llmt ofltoo nml tho com 

tn n^m tit rf tit Itonp-rl V'ar is notwith ton !in" tlio nnoimmon 
a! tliti -* an<l < Tp^n nc» of tlnrt p nil man too fhnrt for mnhtn" 
th millin'* an 1 talon" tho mot nn* tlint will rnnl>l ( or* m 
tn nt t i mil an nrnmp'nimt of tlmt miputil !o with n <lu 
r*prr! t< t!»« ex*-'* <f in Im Itirl an 1 tn tin jn t right* of th 
i r*nj mr n« li l Im,. tii I> F»nti<T < f th •*• | no in •*'*. 

Tim v( tun! I*v rtwir HonniireM** C*mrt fir mv opinhn 

n tl " 1 t m I" if clrntm^ th jcalru i "* nn 1 <h m nt* 
t! r! In** * *n tim -* hrj |-m 1 I t« n Ih Maj-*tr* nnl th 
( mjirnr * tn j* in tin nmnlrr lull cn^np mr onrlr an I 
* n cal tj n. It ml! I*' imj - H 1** to « 1 tun tli rt ramnw a 
t ^ »f s ir \nT H i’ I ( rnj l II* i pint n n rnntnri ! ■*! m tl ** 
p- nl I to jn-ri tn th** i! jurturr t f tl 1 j t hip of tin 
lot I ** rJJ In- nut mv^tifin nt* fnllrin tli.it *nlj t 
h I 1 I rim wi rtli r»l t<*h no li j 1 * il-^ot h in \n *n*t holt, 

I I rrr A* 

CorMTAtlt*. 
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pointments witli a fortitude winch is astonisliing. I hope you will 
receive him landly, although I know you all think that every man 
who comes uch from India is a rogue, and eveiy man that comes 
pool is a fool I foigct whethei I told you that I had taken the 
liberty of altering all Fawcetts book, the meaning of which was so 
obscured by the unintelligible pen of Dundas, that I could make 
nobody understand it. Ross will, I believe, wiite to you by this 

^P* Tours ever, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornw allis to the Secret Committee 

[Secret ] 

Gentlemen, Fort William, March 4, 1787 

. It gave me gieat pleasuie to find by youi despatches 
dated the 22nd of Septembei last, that m the measures pioposed by 
me about the same time to this Boaid, there had been an entne co- 
incidence with your sentiments concerning the negotiations of the 
late Government with the Maiattas, and that youi wishes and 
orders upon that important subject had been completely antici- 
pated However disappointed the Peshwa’s mmisteis may have 
been at our declaration of neutrality, there is no appearance from 
Mi. Malet’s correspondence, oi any other cncumstances, of an 
intention on the part of those ministers to interrupt the former 
friendly intercourse between the two Governments 

From my letter to Captain Kirkpatrick, 1 dated the 1st instant, 
you will observe that of late he has met with some shghts and 
inattentions from Scindia, to which, as appearing to him to be 
an intended disrespect to the Government, he thought it improper 
s to submit without some lemonstrance , but I am m hopes that 
those grounds of complaint will soon be removed, and as I am 
determined on our side to act with fairness and moderation by 
Scmdia, as w r ell as all the rest of the neighbouring States, I see no 
reason to apprehend that such altercation will essentially disturb 
our present tianqndhty m that quarter 

I have not yet been able to bnng the negotiation with the 
Yizier to a final conclusion, but I have every reason to believe 
that Hyder Beg is perfectly satisfied, and will m general acquiesce, 
on the part of his master, in the plan that I have proposed to him. 

. . . And to put an end to all further disputes about balances 

1 Captain, afterwards Major-General Wil- one of the first Europeans who entered the 
liam Kirkpatrick, b 1754, d Ang 22, 1812 territory of Nepaul, of which countiy lie 
He was a \ ery distinguished officer, and was wrote an account 
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of settlements and account I hare agreed to relinquish nil other 
drum* upon the*o head* when the arrears of pension* and of 
tlie par of the troop* nre completelr paid up to a certain dav t 
winch ol«o shall bo the date of tho commencement of the annual 
fnlmd 5' I hare Ac, 

CORXTTALLI*. 

Fxrt CiaawALUs to the Coctt or Dmrcrons 

r*rt t\ tT-im, 3f rtl» 4 1 87 — N«. 15. 

Eirx CimnrAixw to the Hinirr Ho* Hnacr Dcmt*. 
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mibl oiici' moie it mmd a on to bung homo the JTnhovenan regi- 
me iii" it mui imd 

I he Inline-' of the Guntmu Ciienis is n Aeiy dclicnto one, and 
mjrnis the niiisl milnie lollei turn Tlioie me HAernl leasons 
wkih m ihe it un douhtful whethei thn would he i, propel limo 
foi in to edl on the Xi/um to settle .nmoiinG and dtiivci it tip I 
am In no mourn eh n that upon a fan m\ < -dilution, setting the 
nnemii - oi the Gunkm Cnein let oia< d b\ tin' Ni/.n 1 , against the 
pi "hi tnh <lue to him fiom m tin le would not t '(dl le a consider- 
ihh h d niee ntrinnt m wlmh we could not ca^dv make good 
Om di in uul o( the ( neim liom the Xi/iuu in the hour of his 
dntiom would not o 1 1 1 \ appeal unireni'iom hut would undoubtedly 
hint him m the mirouatiom loi a jume with Tippdb We have 
lei mod Inm a^nt inee, although wo i m haidh miv bitli fairness, 
tliat the ^dilation of oin atiain will not allow oi ihe mmch of 
two battalions eh and two pn ei s ot million* manned by 

biiuijic.un into tin I )eci an which n tin 1 onl> si I *o against a 
posjfn e tngairoinent in the si\(h aitfde of the tiea<\ of 176S. It 
t eitamlv would he jiuomcnn id to m now, and indeed it would 
agiv seldom be eomenient Tim pioAoiulion gnen to ihe Mai attas 
and tStindm hv the weak mt.nuie ol the lute (-on eminent, is cei- 
tainh an additional n.mon "When I talked with Sn A Campbell 
on tin-, subject at Madias lie was of opinion lh.it it should be 
delajed We will take it mto om senous consideiatun as soon as 
tins skip is despatched, and entei into coiiespoudence Antli Sir 
Aich Campbell upon it I mud okenc that I think the oidei of 
the Secict Committee m the despatcli leceived by the ‘I itelbgence,’ 
to lepel any foice that may imadc tlie Guntooi Ciica:, cannot be 
obeyed with any legal d to policy oi justice So long as the Nizam 
leceives the levenues of the Cncai, and it is ganisoned by Ins 
tioops, Tippoo, who is at wai with him, lias a just light to invade 
it, and the Nizam would not give us ciecht foi om inability to send 
a detacliment into the Deccan to assist him accoidmg to treaty, 
when he saw r us so leady to mo a e up on a piospect of getting some- 
thing foi om selves On the event of Tippoo’s mvachrg the Gun- 
tooi Cncai which m my opinion is not piobable, I thnk it would 
be adinsable that Ave should send a declaiation to him, admitting 
Ins light to attack any tioops belonging to the Nizam wkek may 
be stationed m that country, but Avainmg km not to think of esta- 
blishing kmself m it, and mfoimmg km that the property of the 
Circai was m fact vested in us , that the Nizam was bound by 
tieaty to delivei it up to us on certain stipulations , apd that Ave 
should have been already m possession of it, if w r e had not t, hone-lit 
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it Improper to urgo the Nixnm * attention to tie final nctth mt?nt of 
thu Imunc+s at a tunc when ho wn* po much enpnp*d in the occn 
jation« of war I give von nraghlv mr pro* nt ideas I roar 
primp poo can*o to alter thom. 

JLnnrr* on it* pro*- nt svytem mn*t Im. a rc<no of the grew**^ 
corruption and mi ■'management There could l»o no reason for 
not placing it nnd« r the Board of Kevtnue like other r nun 
•lanes except tho con iderotion of the Covcmor-f' tnerol losing 1*0 
tnu^h ^wticnaj? It would U letter f »r the t« tnmdnr the m 
Inhitnnt and the count n and will probohU pood taki plnoo 1 
nm m t i nougli verg'd in all the secret* of Ik nan** to cnt< r into a 
minnto d tail of th« m nt pro<< ut 1 pro]**# if no unlnwunl nr 
cum tnnr?** lmpp* n to prevent it, to vi it the nj p» r Nation* thu 
v»-nr and to n t cut nt the cn 1 of Jnlr f r that purpo<< It will l»o 
tnatrnal that I shout 1 pt all jkv. ihlo information the firrt imr 

I havi B>cn alarmed at a n port tluit i* to n turn 

!>r all arrr tint* )i t* a worthh*^* and an inrnpal 1 man. 1 or ( <*! * 
sake Jet u keep Ilavi •* ho i« th l«e*t wlT(>catc that ha* m« r I •* u 
In tin o nntrr I 1 to l*» and r»tood to ntak< a rm>*t h rtmn 
I int #f iht \* to tin n— t id t ho law Im jndp-* aduwntos 
Mt mop t \ rwi map order m many of thorn 1mm m *oti 
J j<ro\M l \ou will •* n I non m thnr pxtm 

I »nt to % r ti fr> h ocrrtbin^ that oonir* t> tn and which 
i« n t » t f rth in our I tt*-r» to the I»m *t irs m » nl r t * make 
j -u nu. tor a< far a* I am all** «f tli m<«*t minutt d tail tliat 
\ l Mar km*w | n» | i | r»*T» nt an 1 o met t»i«. Jn» f in ru* I 
’’ dint In I > ** t mate r* ti rvht*. | flIn 

( orswM u 
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convince tlie creditors in India, of the wisdom of accepting tlie pio- 
positions wlncli have been made to them ... I shall letrnn 
to Scotland to-morrow, and with, best wishes for everything good 
to you, j remain, &c , 

Henry Dundas. 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel . 

SlB, Calcutta, May 2, 1787 

I have this day received your letter of the 27th ultimo, with 
the mclosures, as well as an addiess from the members of the Can- 
tonment Court-Martial , and befoie I declare my public opinion, I 
have thought it nght to give you my private sentiments on the 
subject. 

I am perfectly convinced of your good will to me, and of your 
zeal and earnest desire to contribute to the discipline of the Bengal 
army , but the warmth of youi temper must inevitably defeat youi 
purpose, and, if not lestramed, put it absolutely out of my power to 
support you 

It cost me some pains m the pubhc order to avoid putting you 

in the wrong m the late dispute with Colonel , to whom I 

must own your conduct was extremely blameable 

The present case is of a much moie serious natrne, mvol vmg m 
it not only the characters of the officers concerned, but the prin- 
ciples on which courts-martial ought to be conducted If members 
of a court-martial persevere m giving a sentence contrary to evi- 
dence and to the Articles of War, they ought to be called to a 
public account for their conduct , but no prudent officei will bring 
a matter of this sort to yssue, unless the point be clear Without 
gomg so far, occasions may also occui in which a commanding- 
officer may differ m opinion with the members of a court-martial. 
But it is contrary to law to order more than one revisai of tlie sen- 
tence , and harsh and insulting terms m declaring a pubhc disap- 
probation of such sentence, could only be justified by aggravating 
circumstances, that would have rendered the members subject to be 
tried by a court-martial themselves 

I am forced to say that the present is no such case as I have 
supposed, and I think that no court-martial m similar circum- 
stances, ought to have submitted to such treatment with more 
patience than this has dona 

May, 1784, to June, 1790, and Wycombe, Brothers, the only one m the City', not a 
01 Colne, from Jon 1794 to Oct 1806 He hinting firm, which has listed thiough throe 
lounded the gieat ineicantile house of Baring generations 
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y out earnestne* 1 * to put n stop to tho prevailing- vice of drunken 
nro among>t tho troops u highly comraendnblo and I cannot see 
any appearance of a disposition in tho court martial to screen it 
I or 1 will fairlr own tlrnt in tho instances wIkto tho men wero 
charges! with no aggravations, tho sentences in mv opinion, would 
m anv country havo Iteen ndequnto to the crimes and in such a 
climate as tlus thov nro to tho foil extent of what ought to ho 
inflicted- 

I lind entertained hopes from wlmt I had licard of vour pro 
dmee and good some tlrnt yon would luivo given mo e^ntinl 
rt«j tonco in our military department A conciliators disposition, 
nith a stvlo of moderation and steadiness in excra. mg vour audio- 
nti or< r tin ofllct n under votir command, joined to an cxnraph of 

gi>od divnplmo in tho regiment, would Imvo had tho happiest 

» fleets. 

Vs I am persuaded of your good intentions ond real to promott 
th jmhhr priKp ntv I cannot express how ranch I lament tin 
Imilnhilitv of icrv difTin tit continences if umr temper and jas 
suns cannot \<n brought nndtr the direct t m of > our judgment 

I nm At 

torcnvain 

I ol^ene it mentioned in tin lett* r from tliemrml rs i f the 

nsjrt martial that you wi n at I tni<t that a jilnee so distant 

fn m the cantonnn nt is not vour u ual | Inc* of n id nee 


I! It II Tirr I»ric or ^irx to l »tl <or\wjitn 
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our Ministry will not let tins opportunity slip of forming so useful 
and so respectable a connexion upon the Continent, foi I am sure 
the last unfortunate war was a severe lesson to us, what bad policy 
it is in us to have no allies 

Dutch affairs go on every day woisc and worse, and appear now r 
to be chawing to a cnsis. How it will turn out it is at piesent diffi- 
cult to judge. The King of Prussia, who, as youi Loidship must 
remember, was last year already exceedingly irritated on account of 
His sister, is doing everytlnng m His power to support the Prince 
of Orange, while Prance is playing her old game, making tine pro- 
testations, and doing everything underhand to encourage the Patriots, 
and to destroy the Stadtholder. There is every i cason to fear that 
Prance and the Empeioi are agreed togethei, and that they w T ill 
soon pull off the mask and strike the blow which has been so long 
dieaded the one taking possession of Bavaria, while the otliei seizes 
upon the Barriei towns, and whnt is called the Generality’ It is 
impossible to suppose that the other great Powers of Europe can 
allow r these two Sovereigns quietly to augment their dominions so 
very considerably ; and theiefore should tins event take place there 
can be but little doubt that a general war must ensue As an indi- 
vidual it is natural for me most aidently to wish for it, as it would 
give me an opportunity of learning my profession At the same 
time it would be a fresh reason for me to regiet your Lordship’s 
absence, as certainly your abilities and youi knowledge of your 
profession would be of the very gieatest assistance and advantage 
to me upon such an occasion. 

I shall now close my letter by wishing your Loidship all health 
and success, and subscribe myself with great truth, 

Ever yours most sincerely, 

Frederick. 


* Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private ] Received June, 1787 

My DEAR Lord, ’ Whitehall, Jnn 6, 1787 

. . . I hope tins will find you settled m your govern- 

ment All those who come from that part of the world agree that 
• your appointment will give the satisfaction which it was natural to 
expect 

I have little news to send you. Lord Mansfield 1 has outlived 

1 William Lord Mansfield, so created Nov mont , b March 2, 1705, d March 20, 1793 , 
8, 1756, and promoted to the Earldom Oct m Sept 20, 1738, Elizabeth, dnu of Daniel, 
31, 1776, son of David, 5th Viscount Stor- 5th Earl of Wmchelsea Solicitor-General, 
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lire abilities, and has expressed a desire of remgnmg, but bis relu 
tiona (or relation) have made him retract. He is totally incapable 
of doing his duty and is in great bodily pain. His present anxiety 
is for fear ho should die for want That trait gives a pretty full 
idea of the state of his mind. 

Oar parliamentary campaign will open the 23rd. I hope our 
session will be shorter than the two last, but nerer venture to pro- 
mise myself a short one. 1 The Commercial Treaty* is to be the 
cheval de bataiDe, but as yet all endeavours to render it un- 
popular hare failed. Believe me, 

Sydney 


r.rpir r -flCTrrtAi. Grant to Eatit. Cornwallis, 
£R«*iTtti Jane 17S7 1 


My DEAK Lord, Sactrllle street, Jaa. 10 1787 

"Wo have heard nothing of you or your packet amco )ou 
left us. The sea people say so much tho hotter bnt your friends 
are now wislnng for a ship or a land express. I find by a letter 
which has been received from Macphereon, that you was expected 
in India bow tho mtelbgenco of your appointment reached lum I 
know not you know the man, and from what I heard of lum from 
Ins Macpherson connections in the country I tlunk you will find 
that tho character Hastings gnvo of liim to you wns well founded I 
flatter myself that I need not add that the circumstance has never 
boon mentioned by too to any mortal A trait winch I heard of a 
Highlander struck mo exceedingly Macphoreon offered to take 
lum by tho hand, which tho other doc lined, telling lum in tho 
height of his power as G o\ ernor-Geneml that it was not to bo 
dopended upon. He flnttore the Duchess of Gordon* b) obeying all 
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> Tb* ekoed Mny 90 I 1 85 

Fuihrnnt nt fi*m J*»- 55 to * i»d 
In 1780 from Jan, 24 to July ll 
1 The Com gaw d *] Treaty with Fra** 
whkh had Urn nepnthdrd tb* prtrfcm* yr*r 
Mr FUn aJtrrwirda Lorn AoeVlmd. 
re— Inborn wce r »*ry to c*jtt it i^t* 
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her commands and Idling her that she may considei beisclf as 
Govern or-Gencial while ho lcmnms m office, and hogging to have 
the honour of attending the Marqms of Hunt lev 1 upon Ins tia^els, 
■when he returns to Em ope, which is no bad hue of paying eouit to 
our fnend Pundas 

Parliament does not meet till the 23id. and the gi eat subjects 
of convocation at present mo about the Ooinmeicial Treaty with 
France, and Lav arrangements Lord Mansfield, pool man ! has 
In ed too long, and just exists — impatient, desponding, and in pains, 
he in a manner resigned some time ago, but not in so explicit a 
manner as to be considered final, and noiv talks of Ins resignation 
every day, but does not come to the point, ns he expresses great 
apprehension about the conduct which he looks for m his successor 1 2 — 
to be Sir Lloyd Kenyon, who without doubt wall go to the King’s 
Bench, though the world believe that Mi Pitt has a partiality for 
Buller, 3 and I have heard it whispered that it is possible that the 
Attorney-Genei al 4 may be appointed Master of the Bolls m room 
of Kenyon, though the Chancellor 5 is ad\eise to him The Clinn- 
celloi was very ill last summer, and his illness was imputed very 
improperly to a Langley 5 party, where I happened to be, and in 
the account which was spread all round that neighbomkood my 
name w as not forgot , but I dined m company with bun lately, and 
he is m good health and spirits He was asked some time ago for 


1 George Marquis of Huntly, afterwards 
5th and last Duke of Gordon, GCB , a 
General and Colonel Scotch Fusilier Guards , 
b Feb 2, 1770, d May 28, 183G , m Dec 
11, 1813, Eliza, dnu of Alexander Brodic, 
Esq , of Amliall He saw much sen ice in 
Egypt, Holland, and Walchercn, and was 
wounded several times 

2 Sic in ong 

3 Lord Mansfield wished Sir Francis Buller 
to succeed him, but Mr Pitt preferred Sir 
Lloyd Kenyon Sir Francis was b March 17, 
1746, d June 3, 1800, having fixed upon the 
Friday subsequent to his death, as the day on 
which he should resign his seat on the Bench , 
ra Dec. 5, 1763, at the caily age of 17, Su- 
sannah, dan and sole heir of Francis Yarde, 
Esq , of Ottery St. Mary Appointed a Welsh 
Judge, Nov 27, 1777, and a Puisne Judge of 
the King’s Bench, May 6, 1778, which in 1794 
he exchanged for the Common Pleas Created 
a Baronet Jan 13, 1790 He obtained the 
nickname of Judge^ Thumb, from having in- 
cautiously given an opinion that a husband 
might lawfully beat Ins wife, provided the 
stick used were no thicker than his thumb 

4 Richard Pepper Arden, 1st Lord Alvnn- 

ley so created May 22, 1801, b 1745, d 


March 19, 1804, m Sept 9, 1784, Anne 
Dorothea, dnu of Richard Wilbrnham, Esq , 
and sister of Edward, 1st Lord Skelmers- 
dale Sohcitor-Gcnenl Nov 7, 1782, to 
April 15, 1783, again Dec 26, 1783, to 
April 8, 1784, Attorney-General to June 4, 
1788 , Master of the Rolls to May 27, 1801, 
and Chief Justice of the Common Pleas till 
his death He had also been Cluef Justice 
of Chester from March, 1784, to June, 1788 
M P for Newtown (Isle of Wight), Ald- 
borougb (Toik), Hastings, and Bath, in the 
successive Parliaments from Dec 1782 till 
he was made a peer 

5 Edward Thurlow, 1st Lord Thurlow, so 
created June 3, 1778 , b 1732, d unmar- 
ried, Sept 12, 1806 Solicitor-General, 
March 30, 1770, to Jan 23, 1771 , At- 
torney-General to June, 1778, Chancellor 
to April 9, 1783 , reappointed Dec. 23, 1783, 
and removed by Mr Pitt June 15, 1792 
M P for Tamworth from May, 1768, till he 
was made Chancellor The anecdote men- 
tioned in the text is very characteristic of his 
language and frequent nets of kindness 

6 Langley, near Windsor, then the resi- 
dence of Henry Drummond, Esq , which he 
sold when he purchased the Grange 
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a living for a poor curate of the name of Thnrlow and was told at 
the same tune that the curate did not claim bemg hia relation. He 
BOid it would be no great honour to him if he was, for that he was 
the son of a poor attorney and that it was quite an equal chance 
whether the curate or he was to be Chancellor and then made 
the man with a wife and four children happy by taking him from 
a curacy of thirty pounds a year to a living of three hundred. If 
Macdonald 1 is not provided for he will probably be Attorney 
General — bemg a Judge would not do, as he is Solicitor-General 
and a Welsh judge bnt neither he nor the present Attorney have 
any private business, and if they are disposed oh Bearoroft* will be 
the Attorney and Scott* the Solicitor but all these law promotions 
are at a stand, as Lord Mansfield holds fast. Lord Stormont 4 pre- 
vents the resignation, as he is in hopes that to get nd of the 
uncle, they will agree to his succeeding to the Earldom, which I 
nm told is not likely to happen and the law people are of opinion 
that Lord Mansfield cannot with any degree of decency avoid 
giving in his resignation before the first day of term. Duller 
though he lias been disappointed m his application to be Chief 
Justice, will accept of nothing olso, and he is to remain in that 
Court ho* has done almost all the business for many months. 
Chief Baron Skynner* has resigned on account of an increasing 
deafness and a failure of sight he made no agreement or specula 


Right lion. Sr Archibald llaerfaeald, 
an crated her 8, 1B13 brother af 
Alexander &th Baronet, and let Lord Mac- 
donald b, 1740. d. May 18, 1820 m. 
IVc. 13, 1777 LoW, <£m. af Granrille 
lit Marqtri* of BtjJTbri. A Palme \\ tl*h 
Jadgc 1780 ; Solid Uc-Geoecal, April 8 
VIM; All arnay-Oeneral, Jan* 58, 1788 
arvl Chief IWoa •/ the Exchequer, leb 12, 
17B3 winch effiee ho redrned Nor ISIS; 
M P for Hindoo from Feh. 1777 to 1780 
«^>1 then for Nraowtle-onder line tftlhevaa 
rahod ta the Hooch. 

* Edvard Bearcrofl, Vor 20, l"9fl ; 
■3. IVc. I7~8 Ml* UQaon of llorthke. 
Chief Jortice of Cberter Jnl y 1788, to 
1787 j MJ* Cm- Ilindeo from May 1 84 
ta Joy 1780, aod then for SalUih till hii 
death. 

* J*hn S-ott, cratad Lord EUon July 18 
1799 mhed ta a> Earldom Jolr 6 16 1; 
b. Jon* 4 1731 d. Jm. 13, 1S33 ( m. her 

19 1773, EBxabrth, dm. of Acboee Sartre*, 
E»| of XrwautW’O-Trae 1U £0*1 (□ 
the office* of helidtar-OeoeTal, 
A tt-r^ry -General. Ckh-f Jmtice of tba Cam- 
*** PW, and ChmetDor from Jnne *f 
1 <8 t* T h. 7 ISM; again Chanceli#*- 


from April 1 1807 t© May 2, 18^ 1LT 
far Wtcblay from Jan. 1"S3 to Maj 1780, 
and th*n fbr BoToarh bridge (vHh Sir Frandi 
Harriett ii hi* colleague) till ha was rained 
to the Bench. 

* Darid 7lh Ylaeoont Storcaoot, K.T 
afterward* 2nd Earl af Minefield ; h. Oct. 9 , 
1727 d. Sept. 1. 1788 ; m lit Aor 18 
1738 Henrietta rrederiea, dan of ilftiry 
Camta Bonan, tba Saxon M bitter la England 1 
and, 2nd, May 5, 17 8 Lanka, dan of 
Cbariea, 8tb Lard Catbcart. From 1735 to 
1 6^ Lord Stomoot wa» Utnhfrr In Poland 
and Buoay both co on trio bring thea under 
ana a o Tere lg n; Atnta — lur to the Emperor 
of Germany from May 1703, till be went, 
Aag 177 1 to TarU, where he remained till 
th* ra broke aat i Secretary af Stale from 
Oct. 1778 U March, 1782; PraUent of th* 
Coraril from April to Dec. 1783, and agilo 
from Dec. 171H tin hi* death. 

* Eight lien. Sir Jebn Skinner b. Oct. 31 
1 33 ihar 6, 1M ; m. Marth • 1778, 

Frederica Martha, dan. af Bern E*q 

Male Chief Biroo Dec. 17 1777 be 

Jaa, 28 1J87 and e« (he 21»t af March 
obtained a pesriea of 200<V 
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iion upon retiring, but fhcic will be n handsome seltlomcnt 
made upon him and Lady Skjnnei — the point at present is, whe- 
ther the quantum is to be fixed by Mi Pitt or the Chancellor. 
The Minister wishes the Chancelloi to do it. Union Eyic* lining 
refused the Polls is to succeed Skyimcr. So much foi law a good 
story but rnthei long However j\hcn I wnte to you at so great a 
distance I shall always give you the talk of the day. 

Opinions vary much about the Commeieml Tienty, exclusne 
of polities; wlueh is not extrnoidinniy, for the best-informed men 
m Britain or Fiance cannot form an idea with any ceitnmty, of 
what effect it may have m cither countiy, but if seven millions of 
people m Britain agree w itli tw enty millions of people in France, 
to take reciprocally what, they want from one nnothei, the smaller 
storehouse should ultimately leap an advantage fiom the agree- 
ment But the French Minister, Ycrgenncs, is bent upon carrying 
it through , lie is fond of peace, and particularly of peace with Eng- 
land, winch m lum is not n new idea, for when he was Ambnssadoi 
at Constantinople lie used to say that the jealousy which subsisted 
between France and England was absurd ; that from the pioximity 
of their situation they should live m the greatest harmony, and 
have the most open and liberal communication of trade with one 
another , and m place of quairellmg together, give law to the lest 
of the world He is at present confirmed m that opinion, being 
hampered by his commercial agieements and tieaties with the othei 
powers of Europe, which upon trial are found to clash with one 
another in particular points Yergennes, to extricate himself out 
of these difficulties, and to avoid a wai with any othei power, 
thinks it advisable to be at peace and upon good terms with 
Britain. Carleton is gone to Quebec, and Haldimand 1 2 has pay as 
Lieutenant-General till he is otherwise provided for , Caileton, 
before he took his departure, got a pension foi three lives to his 
wife and two sons of a thousand pounds a-yeai, and was created 
a Peei of Great Bntam as Loid Dorchester. That Peerage and 
your Garter made the Knight of the Bath 3 quite frantic, as I have 
been told, for I never see hmi, and he is very seldom mentioned 
by any mortal 


1 Right Hon Sir James Eyre, b 1724, d 
Julr 6, 1799, m April 16, 1791, Miss 
Southwell Recorder of London, 1762 , Ba- 
ron of the Exchequer, Nor 6, 1772, Chief 
Baron, Jan 26, 1787, and Chief Justice of 
the Common Pleas, Feb 11, 1793 He held 
the latter office till his death 

2 Lieut -General Sir Frederick Haldimand, 

If B , Colonel-Commandant 60th Regiment , 


b Oct 1718, d June 5, 1791, at Tverdnn, 
unmarried He was a nntire of the Canton 
of Neuch&tel, and entered the Prussian ser- 
rice eaily, from whence he was transferred 
to the English, and commanded for some 
time at New York, and afterwards in Canada, 
but he never learnt to write orspeak English 
with ease 

3 Sir Henry Clinton 
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Tarleton 1 has advertised a History of the two last campaigns to 
the southward to be immediately published as far os I can learn 
he does not mean — or rather the author to whom he lends his name 
does not mean — to compliment nothing is to be imputed to you 
directly but reflections by implication whatever they may be, I 
am sure they cannot affect you, but they must fall heavy upon 
himself and I shall hare a very bad opinion of our profession, if 
any man of character and rank ever takes any notice of h im after- 
wards but I only mention the tale of the day and do not give it 
you from any authority but your friends wait for the publication 
with impatience 

Sir William Howe is astonished at the intention, and thinks just 
os I do about it- Sir William Howe, Balfour and some other of 
your friends, wero a week at my house in the country last summer 
and killed plenty of moor-game, but were not successful m fishing 
they saw the fish m the rivers, saw other people kill them, and 
had plenty of fish at dinner but somehow or other they did not 
contrive to catch themselves, which I was most heartily sorry for 
Ho you think wo shall ever meet m those northern regions? though 
the object is distant, I indulge myself at times with building a 
castlo about it 

I have not seen Lord Brome since I came to town ho is at 
Culford, but Philhpson tells me he is m perfect good health- I 
earned lnm from Eton to Langley soon after you left ns ho liked 
the place very much, and tho Drummonds wore happy to soo him , 
ho shall pay thorn another visit this spring, with his tutor s permis- 
sion, who seems to bo a docent discreet sort of man. 

You did not soom to pay so much attention to my Florida* mis- 
fortunes as I did bat Balfour and Sp ranger* a lawyer havo been 
appointed by Parliament commissioners to examine into our losses, 
and they ore in tho actual execution of that offleo and as I cor 
tamly had tho best income from the Province I expect to bo allowod 
handsomely which will ennblo mo to extend my improvements 
about Balfindalloch, which Ross, though ho was there, can giro 
>ou no account of as hts timo was taken up with chess and piquet 
oven in tho forenoon 

As it was not found expedient to pay the Pnnco s debts, he luu 
sold lus homes, put a stop to building and has reduced Ins housc- 

1 la lib look. paUabftl la Iht cwrrw ef *kii of tb* com pron tiro prmal*! ta Ik* 
1Kb Tnr W mica omrd to throw *o Florid* lojalbt*. 

Cith* aJLu lb* whot» kUm* of kb defeat at * Jo to rotoml cf tb* WAD* 

CV^rn*. TrtnpJe Jolr 3, 1761 j aflrrwb a ilttUt 

llraml Grant k»l Urn fiomoer of la CkaacoTji d. JaJr 14 ISO! ( Nr 
rWib tr»l tbm&r* Lull ci*hn to n«nJDf «nn •** of fib pepfl 



J 737 


INDIA. 


273 


hold 1 to Lake , 2 United and L)to , 4 UolliaiiT' w’ns conlnmed till 
a ci y lately, tdl as wc aic told, ^omc difierenco arose, upon the 
Prmrc taking his money fiom CouMs f ’ the banker’s and lodging it 
at Hanimeisley’v m Pall Mail : the ^toiy is told diflcicnlly, but 
Hot ham no longer belongs to the Pnnce’s family, vhethci by 
resignation or otherwise I know nob 

His Giace of HcdfouP Inis been at home foi some months, lie 
has not been at Comt, but deelaies he is of no party, thougli he 
has a regnid foi Cliailes Pox 

The Duke of Yoik has pmeliased Loul Galway’s 0 estate m 
Yorkshne , and I ha\c heaid that he may leside thcie sometimes 
aftei he comes to England, to counteract the independence of some 
of the meat Lords of the Koith, and to show r that theic is a degree 


1 The income of the Prince of Wales, ex- 
clusnc of the revenue of the Dm In of Corn- 
wall, was 50,00lK , hut Ins exttavagunre hud 
plungeJ Imn m(o jiecuimry dilhcullics In 
•April, 17S6, on the Kite foi adwuicing 
210,0001 to defnv the debts of the Cml 
list, the sublet of the Prince’s debts was 
mooted by Alderman New nil tin, MP for 
the Cit) Mr I ox and the lenders of the 
Oppoifion supported the chin), but no tote 
was tnl.cn 'I ho King refired am assist nice, 
nud tlic Pnncc therefore took, m the following 
j ear, the step alxrvc mentioned 
, • Gerard Lake, b July 27, 1744, d Feb 
20, 1808, m Jul) 3, 1770, Lhzabelh, dau 
of Edw ard Barker, l>q , of St Julians 
In consequence of Ins distinguished scniccs 
in India, especially at the battles of Delhi 
and Lasworce, lie was created Baron Lake 
Sept 1, 1804, and raised to the Viscounty 
Oct 31, 1807 A General and Colonel of 
the 80th Regt He was for many years 
equerry to the Prince of Wales, of w hose 
household he continued a member until his 
death He served in the Seven Years’ War, 
in America, where he was captured at York 
Town, in tho Low Countries m 1793, and in 
India M P for Aylesbury from Nov 1790 
to June, 1802, and m Ireland for the City of 
Armagh from 1799 to the Union 

3 Colonel Hulse, afterwards Field-Marshal 
the Right Hon Sir Samuel Hulse, Governor 
of Chelsea Hospital, and Colonel 62nd Regi- 
ment, b 1747, d unmarried, Jan 1, 1837 
When the establishment of the Prince of 
Wales was formed in 1780, he was placed in 
it as Equerry, and afterwards held the offices 
•of Gioom and Treasmei for upwards of 25 
years On the accession of George IV he 
was made Treasurer of the Household, and 
Yicc-Chambeilfim May 15, 1827 He served 
m the Low Countries in 1792—4, m Ireland 
1798, and m Holland in 1799 

YOL I 


4 Hrnr% I vie, d Not 21,1701 He was 
appointed Mnslei of (lie Robes and Prnv 
Purse to the Prince of \\ nlcs m 1780, and 
he field those offices till Ins death 

3 1 icut -Colonil, afleiw aids General George 
Hnthmn, Colonel 14 th Regiment, son of Sr 
Beaumont Ilollmm, 7tli Baronet, and brotlici 
of William and Beaumont, 1st mid 2nd 1 ords 
Ilollmm, h Inn 18, 1711, d I cb 7, 1806, 
m Doc 16, 1709, Dinnn, d m of/ui Wailon 
Pennjnnn W’aiton, Bait , of Bcicrle} Juno 
8, 1776, np]>ointcd Sub Govcmoi to the 
Prmcc of Wales and Pnncc Fredeiick (Duke 
of York), mnde Treasurer and Secrotarj to 
the Pnncc of Wales, 1780, mid Aide-de- 
Camp to the King, 1797 

0 Messrs Coutts were during many years 
bankers to George III , George IV , and 
almost all the Ro}-nl l'amil) '1 lie Duke of 
York, dining m company with Mr Coutts, 
gave the health of the latter, ns “ m 3 r banker 
foi upwnids of thirty } ears ” “I beg your 
Royal Highness’s pardon,” said Mr Coutts, 
“it is your Rojal Highness who has done 
me the honour to keep my money foi thirty 
years ” 

7 This firm no longer exists 

8 Francis, 5th Duke of Bcdfoid, b July 
22, 1765, d unmnmed, March 2, 1802 , suc- 
ceeded his giondfather, Jan 14, 1771 

0 Robert, 4th Viscount Gal waj r , b July 4, 
1752, d July 23, 1810, m 1st, Maich 1, 
1779, Elizabeth, dau of Daniel Mathew, 
Esq, of helixhnll , 2nd, May 24, 1803, 
Bridget, dau of Pemberton Milnes, Esq , 
and widow of P A Drummond, Esq , of 
Bawtry MP for York city, 1783, again, 
in 1784, when he stood ngainst Lord J Ca- 
vendish and Sir W Milner, the poll was, 
Galway, 1083 , MilDes, 1024 , Cavendish, 
913 , Milner, 812 M P for Pontefract m 
the preceding Paihament, and again fiom 
1796 to 1802 


T 
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of magnificence superior to theirs in short to eclipse them m 
everything but this is speculative. Lord Carmarthen has been 
ill, but is recovered , he succeeds to a large fortune by the death 
of Lord Godolphin, 1 * * and wished to retire, but a successor it seems 
cannot be found. Mr Jehkmaon, now Lard Hawkesbury was men- 
tioned but Lord Camden, report sayB, has declared that he will 
resign if Lord Hawkesbury is brought into the Cabinet, where he 
most have a seat if he is made Secretary of State, and there the 
business stands. 

It was reported that your cduam* was to be removed to the Post 
Office, a good three thousand a year, but I did not hear that ho 
wished for the change. Lord Stormont was talked of to bo tho 
successor bat that was certainly without foundation, for he has 
been bo violent, and gone such lengths in Opposition, that tho 
world behove the door is bolted against him. 

Lord Clarendon 1 gave up the Duchy of Lancaster to occom 
modate Lord Hawkeebury and accepted of the Poet Office , he is 
since dead, and from a deficiency of pooplo to accept office, Lord 
Carteret 4 now enjoys the whole emolument, not less than sir thou 
sand a year, which he could find usq, for, but it is too good a thing 
to last 

General Mockay* has sent his nephew a Lord, to be an ensign, 
to India , ho complnmod to mo at Edinburgh that he had not re- 
ceived' answers to letters which ho wrote to Boss and you before 
you loft London. 

Tho 55th* is station od at Deal and Dover having been com 
pleted nearly within tho year upon which I havo had many civil 


1 Franc It, 2nd end lut EjjI Goddphla 
no of Lard TraamreT OodoJptia j b. 1978, 
d. Jan. 17 1769 m. April 27 1696 Hen- 
rietta, dan. «f John lit Lhik* of Marltoroogh, 
wbo, ber fatter' death, became Doebeaa 
of Marlborough Lo be awm right, Lord Go- 
dolphin i *tte r aal nla brir Miry to. Juna 

°8 l 40 Tbotu*, 4 th Dmka of L«ed*. 

Lord S yd ary II* dll net fir* trp hi* 
then etfiea of Secretary of State 
* Tbomat, *oc of Wlllira, °nd Carl *f 
Jaraey mat I Lard Hyde Jena 1 1 M 

aad tavU Exri of CbrrtvUo, Jnn* U 1776: 
b, 1709, d Dec 10 1789: an. Much SO 
175 Charlotte daa of \\ Hlhun, 3rd Earl 
t f Ewx. Lord of lh* Admiralty from Dec. 
1746 ta Jane 1736 ; ro* Inn*, ter -Omen l, 
F*T4. 23, 1763, to Jatr 19 1701; Chan- 
cellor of tha Dothy af Limiter from Jn»e 
14, 1771 ta March J7 176 | a—dn from 
Dec 31 1 83 to hrpt. 9 l7Sr | Torimi ter 
Gf»*Tal the Sq-t. 10 to hi d-ith. 

31 P f r Timworth !rwn "Sar 1 47 tlU b> 


*u mala a peer 

* Unary f rederkk, lit Lard Cartcrri ao 
mo tad Jan. 1784 too of Tbomae, 2»l 

VUcwmt Weymouth; b. Nar 17 1753, d. 
Jooe 1 1 Ej° 6 nrarurrled. Clerk Comp* 

trailer of tha Board of Gram Cloth, Dec 
1761 j Matter of tha HoncMd 1T0S, wal 
Porinaarier-Oeneral Dec 6 1T~0 DHmlwd 
from tha htter efllce oo tha FUnp’i iftotery 
lo 1789 ha hario- been ona of the rtrj ftir 
rereoeu wha quitted Mr Pitt doriny tha de- 
bate* oo tha Uegeory BUL M J for KaJford 
*hlra from Deo 17^9 to Marth, 1 TO 1 tad 
then for WeobWy UU h* **> tnade Poat 
ttmter-GeseTal, vUeh effiea ba held u a 
eommoaer — a mo*t cm until trrat — for 13 
yean, aod d riny about 8 mocth* *ck Po»t 
muter 

1 Sea anl* Nar 13, 1763 md Jona I 
1761 

General Gnat, thm Col*D*t f lb* j-rth. 
*n d'-Urom of eht*fnlay a letter re fl treat. 
n« pit tha 11th Var 0 1-91 
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things said to mo, and have no ground of complaint at present, as 
no \ncanoy lias happened since Me parted. And so, my good Lord, 
hai mg said c\er) thing I can think of at picsent, I uisli you health 
and happiness, and am, Arc., James Grant, 


Earl Coryw alias to II H H. Tin: Duin, of York 


SlR, Calciiltn, July 20, 1787 

Few things could have given me gi eat ei satisfaction than 
my being honouied with your Loyal Highness’s kind lettei of the 
Till of Octobei, and being assmed that in this distant qunitei of 
the globe, I still hold a favourable place m your esteem and 
lemeinbiance 

I tlnnk your Royal Highness’s sentiments aie peifectly pist on 
the necessity of our having connexions on the Continent. I al\\a)s 
maintained that opinion when it uas most unpopular, and rcpio- 
bated that narrou system of politics uhich divested us of all alli- 
ances. The late unhappy war has, I believe, opened tho eyes of 
many people , but it is not easy to letncve the consequences of 
our former mismanagement, and it will inquire great courage m 
any mimstci to take a decided part against the poueiful combina- 
tion of France, Austria, and Russia I trust liouevei, that we 
shall take such steps as will ensuie the continuance of the King of 
Prussia’s predilection for England, and act with as much spmt as 
oui situation will admit of 

For youi Royal Highness, wai cannot come too soon, and if 
the affairs of Holland oi Bavaria should produce hostilities on the 
Continent, I most earnestly hope that you in 11 have an opportunity 
of serving, although I should smceiely lament that there is no pos- 
sibility of my attending you 

The finances of Bntam however, lequire a few years of peace, 
if it can be maintained without absolute dishonour , I must there- 
foie wish for the safety of oui affans at home and m India — and, 
perhaps this wish is strengthened by many selfish motives — that no 
war may bieak out till the year 1791 I am not desirous of mili- 
tary laurels in Hmdostan, and the climate has hitherto agreed so 
well with me, that I have a prospect of carrying back some lemams 
of constitution 

The appearance of things here is much improved since I had 
the honour of wilting to your Royal Highness in Hoveinbei Al- 
though Bengal has paid between the 30th of April, 1786, and the 
1st of May, 1787, foi the other British settlements m India above 

t 2 
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two milli ons sterling - onr public credit is greatly nsen, and the 
discount on onr certificates is now only 7 per cent, instead of 14 
or 15 I hnvo been o rigid, bnt I flatter mysolf not an unpopular 
economist , I have not cut off two or threo hundred pounds from 
tbo salaries of persons who wero already underpaid, but I lmvo 
been watchful to prcTont and correct abuses, and I bavo m sp to 
of all recommendations, made it a constant rule to employ tho ablest 
and lion cat est men. 

I bavo as yet made bttlo progress in tbo improvement of tlio 
discipline of t. o arm} bnt in a fow days I shall set ont to visit all 
tho principal stations, tbo farthest of which is a thousand miles 
distant tho miserable subjects that I liaro to work upon in tho 
European part discourage mo from any sangumo expectations. 
Somo of theso regiments of sepoys which I havo had frequent 
opportunities of seeing are much clumgcd for tho hotter 

I will not tiro your Royal Highness with any moro details of 
this kind. I am now going to see on nrmv not only without dis- 
cipline but without subordination — very different from tho tour of 
17H"» when I return to this place I will toko tho hberty of trans- 
mitting some account of mv expedition. 

1 have, Ac , 

ConxwvLLiS 

Rrairr IIox Hexky Dcxi vs to Eat.l Couswahls 
[Trinle.] CkcItvI J»Ij 1 I “87 

Art DKAB LoUD InAov Jia. 1 W 

I sliall now lmvo tirao to tnm mv thoughts n little 
to the great lines of the Indian svstem and I will m jmrnto letters 
to ) ourself liavo ] ntlnbly ocra ion often to wnto to v on raj penti 
roent* ujon every snbjivt as it mn\ oecor to me I take it for 
granted I sliall often liear from you on mnu} subjects which you 
mnv wi !i m* to attend to although tin ) ore not mndo jtart of your 
jmbbr 1 tt« r*. 

Our dnmcdtr politics on ju«t as you left tliem — Covrm 
ment ns ptn ng and Opj wtion no stronger The Comm mat 
Tr*~vtr win li latdr l**en c<n luded, anti wliich is n grunt 
m«n im will I tlie leoibn^ 1 u tno'-* < f the m ■*> ion nn<b so for ns I 
can ju lg* at | ut, it will bo ru titled 1 v Pnrlmtn* lit with great 
eelnt. 

I Im 1 tn h ar tlint vour h nltli n maim jKrf-otlv rutin 
at 1 I mal n > d rti! t tliat n orv abort tun ini 1 will iiiib 
o w tfl rful clung* in our In l tan affair*. I ruin the in I +* I 
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stnte of the Indian Stock and Bonds at the picsent jienod, and at 
the time of Fox’s Bill, you will believe I am under no nppielien- 
sions foi any discussions on that subject in Pnilinment I shall not 
court any debate, but still less will I avoid it 

Believe me, &c , 

Henry Dundas. 


JlhMORANDUM Enclosed. 


India Stock, at the time Mr. Fox brought m his Bill in No- 
vember and December, 17S3, and at the beginning of 1787 — 

, December, 1783 . India Stock 120 

Jnn^ry, 1787 „ 1G3 


though capital incieased 800,0007 , 


December, 17S3 . India Bonds, bearing 5 per cent interest 80s discount 
January, 1787 „ „ „ G3s premium 


though inteiest to be leduced^o 4 pei cent m Match next 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Archibald Campbell 

DEAR Silt, Calcutta, July 2G, 1787 

I return you the courts-martial, the sentences of winch I 
have approved, except those paits winch direct the loss of teeth 
and ears 

I must beg that you wall make the best apology you can for me 
to the Ameer. 1 You wall explain to him that the native courts- 
martial have always been required to act according to the English 
martial law, and not accoiding to the Mahommedan law, and that 
I am confident he would not ask me to do anything which I thought 
inconsistent with the duty of my station As the Judge Advocate 
has been the cause of this absurdity, I must desne that you will 
signify to lnm how much I disappiove of his conduct 

I am, &c , 

CORNWALLIS. 

The Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, July si, 1787 

... In the 70th paragraph of your General Instructions 
of the 12th April, 1786, you weie pleased to approve the idea 


1 The second son of the Nabob of Arcot 
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generally Buggested, of paying the servants employed in the collec- 
tion of the revenues, partly "by a salary and partly by commission, 
hot that the latter should form the greater part of their allowances 
yon also left it to us to determine whether these allowances should 
be proportioned according to the rank of the servants. 

In carrying these instructions into execution, wo have not 
strictly conformed to the letter of them far reasons which wo 
doubt not yon will approve, and which we have now tho honour to 
explain. 

Tho responsibility appeared to ns as the fairest and most eligible 
principle for firing the commission. Wo considered the salaries of 
tho collectors as tho means of their subsistence, and the commission 
in tho nature of a reward. If tho principled seniority of somco 
only hod boon adopted for regulating tho latter a servant who 
lint! cliargo of tho collodion of ten lacs pf rupees, would often bo 
entitled to receive more than another collector, superintending 
revenues to throo times this amount To remedy this inequality 
and n dlicro to tho principle suggests by yon, ns far ns regards tho 
commission, it would liavo boon neccssarj to appoint invariably 
tho oldest servant to tho greatest charge, a rulo, winch from tho 
disparity of abilities, knowledge and appbcation, in tho servants 
employed in tho collodions must liavo been attended with groat 
detriment to your into rests, and would liavo occasioned tho removal 
of all tlio officers employed m tho collections. 

A\ ith resped to tho allowances of tho collector?, it is to bo 
observed that tho expenses of a collector ns far ns may bo deemed 
necessary rothor depend upon thoir situation os more or less 
exposed to tho intercourse of a largo society titan on any other 
ennso and, notwithstanding tho liberality of tho allowances granted, 
there are situations which will require both care and oconomy to 
render them sufficient Ibr tho expenses of tho collectors, although 
in otln r» they ought to supph an excess beyond wlrnt they mov bo 
entitled to, from their comparatno clnims in tho service Upon 
the wholo wo doomed it best to fix thorn at ono geneml rato , tho 
duties of a collector in tho most confined situation will require Ms 
wholo timo and attention in somo ptrbap-q will bo more than ho 
cun accurate Iv perform. 

Tlio mt -s of tho commi ion are jiarticnlnrh <h tailed m tho 
preo *dmgs nftrred to. Ion will oleienotlwt tlio wlmlowill foil 
ruth r sh rrt < f 1 per cent, on tho n^ual collodion-* and wo cdi 
mat tho amount of it at about J 4-4 0t)0 rupe< i jn r nnnnm, to bo 
dirid 1 m difT rent proportions nmrng t tin KVimI ofllct r* rm 
| loot'd In tin culhdion The largest ptev Hilo amount receivable 
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by any collector v ill not exceed tlie snm of 27,500 rupees per 
annum. Wo advert particularly to Buidvnn, the collections of 
•which, estimated at 45 lacs, will yield tho commission above 
specified. 

When you consider tlie situations of your servants in this 
country, the very high responsibility now more particularly an- 
nexed to tlie office of a collector, the temptations of the situation, 
the incessant laboms of Ins office, and the zeal which must be 
exerted to promote the prospenty of the revenues and countiy at 
large. — when on the other hand, you advert to the solemn restric- 
tions imposed upon him by the Legislature, as well as those in the 
Public ^Regulations, and the separate oiders already noticed abso- 
lutely precluding lum from au) r emolument whatevei, exceptmg 
such as oi e publicly allowed, — and when ^ou aie furthei pleased to 
consider, that exceptmg instances of extraordinary merit, your 
servants cannot m future expect to obtain the office of a collector 
under a penod of twelve yeais spent m your service, — we trust that 
ve shall be found to have consulted your true interests with eveiy 
compatible attention to economy, and that you will appiove the 
allowances and commission fixed by us for your servants m the 
levenue department We have, &c , 

Cornwallis . 1 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir W. Fawcett. 

Dear Fawcett, Bengal, Aug 12, 1787 

Smce I wrote last I have had the pleasure of hearing of 
youi mamage, and of your having received the Bed Bibband, on 
both which events I most heaitily wish you joy 

I hear m general a good account of tlie recruits that aie come 
out for the King’s legiments on the coast, m the ships of tins 
season. 

The recruits that came horn Bengal for the 73rd regiment, 
were I am sorry £0 say, very indifferent , those that were bi ought 
by Majoi Skelly 2 were much better, except the fifteen felons and 
deserters who were put on board m their fetteis at Gravesend 

Nothing can be more prejudicial to our interests and safety, 

1 All letters from the Govemoi-General in 2 Major, afterwards Lieut -Colonel Francis 
Council are signed by the Governor-General, Skelly, 74th Regiment, D Q M G m India, 
and by one, general'y by two, members oi d 1794 at Bombay He bid served undei 
Conned It has not been thought necessaiy Lord Cornwallis in America, and was one of 

to give the lattei names bis aides-de camp in bis Indian campaigns 
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Chan to degrade the character of Europeans, in a country whoro ft 
bandful of them ore to hold millions in subjection. The con- 
temptible tr ash of winch the Company a European force is com 
posod makes me shudder I must therefore beseech you not to 
follow their example. 

I understood before I left England, that the King had refused 
to Lord Dorchester the power of granting commissions, and that it 
would probably be embarrassing if I was then to ask it. 

I can most truly declare that I have no wish for patronage, but 
the circumstances of Lord Dorchester s command and mino are 
very different, and I submit to the candour of any military man, 
whether it is not a great m convenience and discouragement to the 
service, that overy com mission should bo vacant from fifteen to 
twenty months you are best judgo of tho propriety of submitting 
tins to Ills Majesty e consideration. I know ho docs not like to 
hear tho discussion of military potronago through a ministerial 
clmnnoL Behove mo, 

Co ILV WALLIS. 


Eatx Conn wallis to Tin: Mjmquis of La-t&dowxe, 

Mt dear Loud, On u» a*n^ At* 13, 1 67 

Ion lw vo so much opportunity of hearing wlmt is going on 
in tlus country tliat I will not attempt to enter into tho voluminous 
account of our proceedings But os I roust lay m) coming to India 
to jonr door and as jon are consequently in a great degree 
responsible for my conduct I think it fair to toll yon tlmt I fatter 
myself I have not yot dL graced yon. I can safely say that I lmvo 
not been idle, I linvo selected tho ablest and Imncstcst mon in tho 
different departments for my adnsere, and I am not conscious that 
I linvo in nny one m. tanco, sacrificed tho public good to any 
private consideration. Sir Archibald Campbell has dono his part 
rerv Imnd-omcU and although our debt is still great, I trust that 
enrv veax uill make a very scnsihlo alteration for tho Iwttcr in 
our finances. 

Of tin perxms wltora jon mentioned to me I linvo already told 
you tlmt 1 had |mtronised Fomin lit I linvo likewise brought for 
vanl tho two l\cnnaua\*% who tm both very deserving mtn tho 
nib r is my Mil mIi'-C amp tho othfr I him put into tho 
B*«nl (f Tneh wlun. he is rendering mo-t es-s ntml h rr jet's. 

1 nm now pang to m it tin Lp|»cr I’ronncvsnnd tho stations of 
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tlio . i run . which F T am porn to *n) , cfill }n n mo${ wi etched 
condition. almost indeed without suboidinution 

J am, 1^0 , 

C'ORMI.Y 1.1,1 

r \ri. Coi n w mi' to tih Hon. Coionm. ] o\. 

])l' \R ]0\, On the Aui IS, 1787 

I hoard of \ our marriage with peat satisfaction, and sincerely 
wi-h \ou and Mr- Fo\ all po — ii»lo happiness If lirr temper at all 
rest mMes }our* I am mup there can be no doubt of voui being 
hupp) I am now going up tin* mer to \isit Ibe military stations. 
Tlie Company's Curopean* nie not e\n<th like what we saw two 
\enrs ago 5 On the whole oten thing goeN on in this eountn ns 
well a^ I could lea'-onably expects I June made great and essential 
reform*, and I think without nnpopulnnh. Had a*' the CjmI was 
I think the abuses in the arim were the greatest, not one of winch 
iSloper lmd attempted to coircet. 

You will be glad to bear the climate has agieed peifcetly well 
with me and all my family, although I cannot si) that it is a 
pleasant count r) to Inc in Pm lei me hem fiom )on often, and 

Behc\o me, Ac , 

CoRNW ALLIS 

Kapl CorNw ait.is to Tin. Right Ho\. IIcnu\ Dunius 

[Pnvnl/' ] 

J)L\.R SlR, On the Ganges, near Pnlnn, Aug 14, 1787 

Our correspondence with Su A Campbell, and 0111 acqui- 
escence in his opinion against taking any immediate steps in the 
business of the Guntooi Circa r, will probably he one of the fust 
points that wall engage your attention m our lettei to the Secret 
Committee 

I hope you wall not attribute our agreeing so leadily wath him 
on this subject, to idleness and a desire to put off a troublesome 
task Sir Archibald’s letters of June and July contain, not only Ins 
sentiments on the expediency of defenmg oui claim* but much 
material intelligence relative to the French and Tippoo, and a 
positive declaiation that if we determined on making it, the army 
on the coast must be immediately augmented Besides the present 
pecuniary mconvenience which would attend the leqmsition of the 

1 When they attended the Prassinn reviews 
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Guntoor Circnr, provided we dealt fairly by the Nizam, you must 
see how ruinous a war with the French and Tip poo (which Sir 
Archibald seems to apprehend as the probable consequence of our 
demand) would be, even if successful, to our affairs and finances m 
this country where we hare everything to lose and nothing to gauu 
It will likewise bo necessary to recollect, that so far from relying on 
any assistance from the Alarottas, we cannot bo assured that they 
would not take part in a general confederacy ogams t us, either 
from a jealousy of our requiring mare dominion, from a define to 
support the Nizam, or from a wish to reTongo our not giving thorn 
tho aid which wo were bo inconsiderate as to offer A littlo timo 
may porlmps make us more distinctly dequamted with the views 
of the principal powers m Hindostan but I must observe that, 
although I approve of the principle of the restrictions laid on this 
I Government m its political negotiations, yet that it is a system 
i more calculated to provont our making onomies than, to promote 
[ tho acquisition of fnonda, 

* HI os I thought of tho late s\ stem of Benares, I found it on 
inquiry much worao than I could liavo conceived. Tho Resident, 
although not regularly vested with any powor, enjoyed tho almost 
absoluto government of tho country without control His emolu 
monta, besides tho thousand rupees por mouth allowed him by tho 
Company certainly amounted to littlo less than four lacs a year 
exclusive of tho complote monopoly of tho wholo commerce of tho 
country with tho powor of granting pcrwonnalis, Ac. It has boon 
generally supposed that m return for all these good things, tho 
Residents at Benares hnvo not been nngratefnl to tho friends of tho 

Governor-General I liavo no reason to suppose that AEr took 

more tlinn Ids predecessors — God knows what ho gave , but as bo 
was on bad terms with tho Rajah and his sorvants, and os now 
measures are more likely to succeed with now mon, I thought it 
better to remove Idm. Although many persons were desirous, nnv, 
oven importunate to show their real for tho Company s service by 
umhrtalmg tins office it was not very easj for mo to And a successor 
to wy mind. For I could not venture to lower tho authority of tho 
Resident too nbruptlv from apprehension of lading our revenuo 
anil 01 the Rajah n n fool las servants rogues, cron nathoof 
Hindoitani'I rvally belio\o) corrupt and Benares 000 miles from 
Calcutta, there vns a danger unless it was put into good 1 lands 
of tin old system being in some degree continued. As I had ll»e 
I nnj nt) of Jl nnrcs most exceedingh at heart and ns I felt tliat 
n t ling could U nd so much ns n good management of tlmt pnirinec 
to nibo our diameter and r< potation in tho remotest jorts of IIw* 



1767. 


IXPI V. 


283 


tloMnn. I determined on titl‘d occasion to ninlco n very great saeri- 
Jiee. and. lunch against, Ju<; own will, appointed Mi. Jonathan 
Duncan, 1 tlie Sonrotan of the Dublin and Koxonur* Department, to 
that office Perhaps you nro not acqunmfotl with iVTr. Duncan’s 
character: he iv held m the lnirhe^t estimation b\ o\ cry man, both 
Dtiropenn and natne m Dengnl. and, next to iUr Slioie, was more 
capable of a<-Mnu: me, partieulaily in re\cnnc matters, than any 
man m tln« count rj 

I am s'orn to <i\ that 1 lm\e even* reason to Itelieve, that at 
present almost all the collectors are under the name of some i ela- 
tion or fin nd deeph emratred m commeice, and, b) then mtluenee 
o« collect oi s and Judges of Adaulet, they hecome the most dan- 
gerous enemies to the Company’s interest, and the greatest oppres- 
sors of the manntaeturers I hope x on will approu* of the additional 
allowanci s, and the commission that we have gnen to the collectors, 
for without them it was absoltiteh impossible that an honest man 
could acquire the most moderate competent’) . After tins libeiality, 
I made no scruple in issuing the Dcxtnue Jlegnlations and oideis 
against engaging in tiade, which xou will lead, and I piomiso xou 
lliat I will inalco an example of the hr-{ oflendoi that 1 can catch 

Mr .Shore is rather hettci than he has been, but his health is 
j^t ill \on precarious and he ficts lest he should not he able to innko 
the ten years’ settlement to his mind by next A pul. Unless his 
health entirely fail*, I lane hopes of Ins aecomplislung it. Put if 
) 0 u agree with me in thinking that it had better be postponed than 
indifferently done, I wish )ou would write to him to that effect; it 
will help his spirits, and perhaps induce him to reinom longer m 
tins country It will be late before ho can get your lettei, but if 
he has not made the settlement, it will do much good for tlio 
ensuing x ear. 

I shall hope to hear by the ‘ Minerva’ that you have made some 
pi ogress m your negotiation with France about this country , m the 
mean tune I thought it most advisable not to meddle with their 
ships Tlie violence of M. de Souillac’s 2 letter to us about the 


1 Jonathan Duncan, b Xlay 15, 175G, 
d Ang 11) 1811 Gotcmor of Bombay from 
1795 till his death He had spent uninter- 
ruptedly 39 } cars in India in the Company’s 
ser\ ice 

- This letter cannot he found either among 
the papers of Lord Cornwallis, or in the re- 
cords of the India House The French had 
for some time been m iking claims, which had 
been considered inadmissible by the English 
authorities They had demanded the cession 
of certain portions of territoiy in the vicinity 


of the settlements which had been restored to 
them at the peace, nnd to which they could 
pro\c no sufficient title, and above all, they 
insisted upon being nllow'ed to hoist the 
French Hag wherever any hi each fnctory 
existed The whole question w'ns brought 
under the notice of Loid Cornwallis imme- 
diately on his arrival, and ho wiotobomc, 
Nov 17, 1780, to say, that ho would not 
consent to their demands, and would allow 
the French Flag to bo hoisted only at the five 
old settlements M de Souillac, who had 
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flogs, gives us every reason to suppose that he Trill lay tho strictest 
injunctions on tho commanders of the ships not to submit to tha 
search, and if we should attempt to enforce it without success, 
-which cannot be insured bnt by a determination to proceed to tho 
last extremities, we should expose our Government to the most 
mortifying degradation. 

The case of the flags was different they tended to disturb our 
internal government, and m t aking them down there was not a 
possibility of any serious incident. j ^ 

COBNWAT.LTB. 


Eaitt. CoOXWALLIB TO LOUD 8TDVET 


[IMnle.] — 

Mr DEAR Lord On th» 0«nj«, Aog 15 1787 

After regulating all tho principal departments at the Pre- 
sidency I am now going up tho nver to visit the Upper Provinces, 
to find out if I can tho reasons of tho doclrno of Babur and Bonnrcft, 
and to roviow tho stations of the army which is m so wretched a 
stato that it will require infinite pains to make anything of it 
I flatter myself that whon you road tho despatches, you will 
think I havo done a great doal and that I bnvo boon an economist 
in tlio truo sense of the word. In tho salt I think I have mado a 
capital strok o tho country will bo suppbed m a much fairer 
manner and tho Company will havo a clear gain of soven lacs of 
rupees, which used to bo most unwortliil) bestowed. I don t 
beboTo that Wlutwcll 1 and 3Ir Knowlcr would havo approved of 
my plan. 1 liavo tho satisfaction to think, that in spito of our 
reform this Government is not unpopular It lias to bo sure tho 
advantage of succeeding to ono tlint was universally lrntcd and 
despised. 

I must do Sir A. Campbell tho justice to say, that ho seconds 
Rio nobly By his good management and economy, wo aliall now 
bo nliovcd from tho heavy burden of paying tho Kings troops on 
tho coo*1 and I havo no doubt tliat Ins conduct will bo ns univtr 
sail) approved of m England, ns it is on this sido of tlw Capo of 
Good Hope 


(Wreraor *fib* lilfdf Fnorr 
* G-ji rffac r-f tl* Fmxh fotv*. 

i mi J »1 PoTvl^l^fTT 

31 7 I 1 • 

1 wial rll r~r nti^r WfcJt w n L>! 

VcrrtJTj ti r TLom*» ,_■>! 

J. j -ni ti rt r» J j ! tff *f ,m- lament, ry*l 

lit. ut. »» n j || « 


rrmof from An 1777 for H 

»-Ja eo tif« mill of 51 TVtn-H I J 
fr*« JUlr**, Jf»ich 2 -i 1 bol ** 

•Invtt [croeUtUIj fAff 

U rrt n b) b liM U 1*^1 t* I *A» t* 
*11 hr rt-ll roJlU-C. IU d ■'l 

tLcf» t* frmt jvTtTt/ 
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Lord Ailesbury 1 lias greatly distressed me by sending out a 
Mr Eitso, lecommended by the Queen, but I have too much at 
stake I cannot deseit the only system that can save this country, 
even foi sacred Majesty. 

My kindest and best wishes attend Lady Sydney and all your 
family. Iam, &c, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to tiie Court of Directors. 

On the Gnnges, Aug 18, 1787 — See Appendix, No 1G 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors 


Honourable Sirs, On the Ganges, Ang is, 1787 

. . . The mode in wiiicb the Company’s salt 2 has hitherto 
been disposed of, appearing to me foi a variety of leasons to be 
extiemely exceptionable, I deteinnned to alter it, and I dnected 
that this season the salt should be put up to pubhc auction, and 
sold without partiality or favour, to the fanest bidder By ex- 
posing it m small lots, natives of the most modeiate fortunes have 
had it m their power to become piuchaseis, and I have the satis- 
faction to inform you, that between what has hitherto been called 
the Company’s price, and the puce for which it was actually sold, 
the pubhc, upon the quantity akeadv disposed of, has gamed 
upwards of five lacs of rupees This mode of disposing of the Salt 
appeals to me so evidently propel and advantageous, that I think 
no person will ventme to change it, and I have no doubt of its 
piovmg annually a souice of great additional piofit to the Company 
I am clearly of opinion that m such a country as this, wheie 


1 Thomas, 2nd Lord Bruce, made Earl of 
Ailesbury June 8, 1776 , b 1730, d Apnll9, 
1814-^m 1st, Feb 17, 1761, Susanna, dm of 
Henry Hoare, Esq , of Stouihead, and widow 
of Charles Lord Dnngarvmi, son of John, 5th 
Earl of Cork , 2nd, Feb 14, 1788, Anne, dau 
of John, 1st Earl of Moira Chamberlain to 
the Queen, Jan 1781 to Feb 1792 

2 Salt had always produced a large revenue, 
but the mode of collection varied at different 
epochs At one time there was the Kholara 
rent — an excise license to manufacture — to 
which was added a transit duty of 30 l upees 
per 100 muunds (about 8000 lbs ) Other 
modes were subsequently tried In 1772 
tlie Company re-established a monopoly , all 
salt manufactured was bought by then agents 
at a puce settled by them, and then resold at 


a fixed, but higher, rate to the wholesale 
dealers In .this mannei 32 lacs were 
realised in 1776 But the profit upon retail 
transactions was stall so large, that it became 
a favour to be allowed to pui chase wholesale 
Of this Lord Cornwallis was made practi- 
cally aware, by receiving a request fiom 
Judge Chambers to be allowed to purchase 
largely, and in consequence, he determined 
that instead of selling unlimited quantities 
at a fixed pnee, limited quantities should be 
sold by auction to the highest bidder This 
older was coupled with regulations to protect 
the natives from oppiession In 1794, 
34,00,000 maunds were sold, with a profit 
of about 1,02,00,000 The former system 
was reierted to in Feb 1856 
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tho servants who hold the principal offices are surrounded with 
temptations, it trill evor be found, that the only modo that enn bo 
successful to prevent peculation and other abuses, will bo by annex 
mg liberal allowances to those offices, and giving gontlemen n pros- 
pect of acquiring by economy a moderato fortuno from tbo savings 
of their salaries. It is unnecessary for me to remark that tho Into 
allowances to tho collectors of 1200 rupees per month, were by no 
means calculated upon the above principle. By the late revenuo 
arrangements therefore, tho allowances of those gcntlomon hnvo 
boon considerably increased by an addition to their salaries, and by 
granting them a certain commission upon their net collections. 
This measure, so highly m my opinion conducive to tho interest of 
tho Company was adopted with tho less apprehension of your dis- 
approval, as after executing the wholo of tho plan, wo wore con 
sidembly witiun tho sum allowed by yon for tho expenses of tho 
revenuo department And after having on tho port of Government 
acted in so liberal a manner I liovo thought myself ontitlcd to 
givo publio warning, that I shall consider myself ns peculiarly 
called upon to bo wntcliful of thoir conduct and to treat most 
ngoroualv overy donation that I discover from their dut) to tho 
Company 

I shall not enter into tho particulars of tho Into arrangements m 
tho hizamut os thoy will bo very full) contained in the jrablio 
despatch. Notwithstanding tho great advantages tlrnt tho fsnltob 
Mohamck-ul Dowlah lias obtained, by our withdrawing tho Bntnli 
officers from his body-guanl, as well ns relieving him from tho 
Jicnrv cxpen«o of a Resident officious or interested pcoplo had 
contrived to mfuso so extravagant ideas into hi* mind tlrnt I am 
afraid tlioso favours fell greatly short of lus expectations. It 
opl>mred also tlrnt ho lind l»ccn taught to consider sovcral of tho 
mea-niros tlrnt justice ns well ns )our instructions reqiured for 
securing rtnHinnblo pensions to certain relations and dejn ndtnts, 
and fi r dw-liargin^ hj instalments tho old debts of tho ffimilr, as 
m some degree infringing upon lus dignity and personal pm doges. 
In pi mg Hoorn bed abad, I was at fome pains, J belli \c not 
rntinlv without success to remove those impres'oons and I It ft 
him in a disposition to give n good humoured ocquu^scimv to tin 
pnatest part of the jmbrions plan which laid I»cen frnnied ly Hr 
Ivih 1 fir establishing onh r nnd regularity in Ins finances The 
iSal >h continued to express tin most oxtn. mo unwillingness to part 
with lus unworthy Dinun, Rajah Soondi r Sing lmt on my wpil 

* tl 1 Oil* 1 r», r4tj jr*n r* |&t lir*» t'JJI in mcs-OiU •• 

t IttflM. (H v rH«r» u r tu.lt/ |U 1 U*u 
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escing in Ins earnest entreaties that lie might be permitted to 
remain in office until the 1st of October, he gave me a positive 
pionnse to confoim to om •wishes without furfchei lemonstiance 

I have, &c , 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Charles Stuart 

X)EAR Stuart, Near Bor, 15 coss from Patnn, Sunday, Aug 19, 1787 

. . Lord Macartney 1 could nevei have had a light to 

any pay as Governor- General, as he nevei accepted the office He 
got liowevei, a pension of 1500? a year, on pietence of some claim 
that I could not understand. Larkins 2 will not I hope, stop Mr. 
M.’s 3 pay until his resignation arrives. j am> C ^ c ^ 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 


Gentlemen, On tlio Ganges, Aug 19, 1787 

. . . With your explicit instructions before us, we could 

be at no loss respectmg oui conduct in any disputes that could 
■arise with the Fiench Government m India The mtempeiate stile 
of M de Somllac’s lettei, appealed to me extremely impropei for 
our imitation, but I trust that you will nppiove of our answer to it. 
I wish earnestly however to avoid, if possible, all furthei altercations 
with the subjects of that nation , and it will give me particular 
pleasuie if the points upon which they have hitherto arisen can be 
finally adjusted in Europe In that hope, and m the conviction 
that the dignity of tins Government will not m the mean time 
suffer, I was induced to piopose some delay in the execution of 
your ordei to lesumetlie exeicise of our right to search the French 
ships, and it will give me great satisfaction to know that it is not 
considered by you, as an act of too much foibeaiance 

The result of my conferences with Hyder Beg Khan is fully stated 


1 George, only Earl Macartney, K B , 
created Baron, June 10, 177b, Earl, June 
28, 1792 (Irish honours), and an English 
Baron, June 8, 1796 , b May 14, 1737, 
d March 31, 1806, m Feb 1, 1768, Jane, 
dau of John, 3rd Earl of Bute Minister m 
Prussia, and afterwards m Russia, from Aug 
1764 to 1768, then Chief Secretary in Ire- 
land under Lord Townshend to 1772 , Go- 
vernor of Grenada, 1775 to 1779 , Governor 

of Madras from June, 1781, to Feb 1785, 

when he was nominated Governor-General 


In 1792 he went to China, and from 1797 to 
1798 he was Governor of the Cape of Good 
Hope M P for Cockennouth from April, 
1767, to March, 1769 , for the Ayr Boroughs 
from Nov 1774 for about a year, and for 
Beeralston from Sept 1780 to March, 1781 
While in Ireland he sat for Armagh 

2 William Laikms was Accountant-Gene- 
ral under Mr Hostings and Lord Cornwallis 
for many years, and was much esteemed by 
both 

3 Sir John Macpherson 
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in my letter to tlio Yizicr, and by his EiceHcncy’s answer it is now 
rendered a final agreement between tho two Governments. If I 
lrnve doviated in any point from the letter of euch of your instruc- 
tions ns apply to this negotiation, I trust it will appear that I lrnvo 
paid strict attention to their spirit and substance 

In adjusting the pnblio account we havo only given up a part of 
a largo balance of difficult, if not impossible recovery and pnnci 
pall) composed of articles to which our claims wore neither sanc- 
tioned by your authority nor over adrnittod by lnm to bo just and 
by formally relinquishing all interference in tho internal affairs and 
management of Ins Government our connexion is reduced to plain 
and simple principles. Wo undertako the defenco of Ins dominions 
against oil foreign enomies, upon receiving a subsidy equal to all 
tho civil and military expenses tlint will bo incurred by an engage- 
ment of so much value to lnm. Our commorco with Oudc, but 
particularly tho maintenance of a largo body of troops m pence 
which according to contingent ovonts, mnj bo usefully employed in 
timo of war are tho great advantages that will remit to us from 
thorn stipulations. 

Tho onlors to recall tho Futtyghur brigade with which IT) dor 
lleg was well acquainted occasioned somo cmbamu'stncht It was 
not easy to make him comprehend tlint by tho late alterations in 
our Military establishment, so small a foreo for tho dtffnco of 
Oudc, as ono of our present brigades would greatly fall short of 
tho intentions at homo when those orders were given. I was lion 
ever obliged by a seuso of public dutv to Etnto to bim my clear 
opinion that taxi brigades m Oudc would bo indtspcnwibl) nec< e*nr) 
fur tho mutual mt< rest and safety of both Governments. 

Tho lo^s of Colonel Haitlies,’ and of smcral other detachments 
during tho late wnr lias removed somo part of that nwo in which 
the Native* formerly stood at tho namo of Untish Troops It will 
then Ton in future l«o a ] mdent maxim ncior to Imran! if it con 
h avoided so small n l*xly as a Ungndn of K povs with a weak 
1 tm>| xin Ilegimi nt at so gn*nt n di tunci from our other stations 
ns th Ihsub and from the coufusodslaU of the Iqqtor I’nmiion, 
it would Ih lilphh ana In nl h in its to nttmipt tin dtf no of tin 
Nizitrs ixt<n irt fn into r without n n“sj»cctnlile f n*o The pnn 
njl l mg n Imitt 1 to n tain two brigades, tli re was no dtflictilH 
in nrrangm n tin <xt ut of tin mb-ih 
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I Lad no hesitation m adopting the plan that lias been settled 
concerning Fuiruckabad Orn mterfeience in that district has ever 
been highly offensive to the Yiziei, it has m no degiee promoted 
the interest or the satisfaction of Mozuffer J ung, and wlnle it had 
pioduced no sort of advantage to the Company, I am afraid it has 
not much contributed to the ciedit of this Government in Hindostan 
Upon resolving to withdraw oui Besident, I considered it as highly 
pioper to demand some stipulations m favour of Mozuffer Jung 
himself, and particularly to secme decent pensions for his mothei, 
brothei, 1 and late Dewan, 2 who had in several instances shown an 
attachment to our mteiests, and I have the pleasure to say that 
the Yizier has very leadily acquiesced to all my propositions on 
these heads 

Oui own communication with the Peshwa’s mmisteis, though 
not appioaclnng the nature of a close connexion or friendship, con- 
tinues to be on the most civil footing, but whilst they weie still 
chagnned at the disappointment of oui promised assistance m the 
war with Tippoo, I thought it best to be cautious of making new 
offers which might hazaid the dignity of this Government. By my 
letter to Mr Malet dated 20th June, you will see that I have 
authorised lum to give Nana an opening to propose some provisional 
engagements, to counteiact such treaties and designs as have been 
said to subsist with the French and Tippoo, and our futuie steps 
will be legulated by the mannei m which this advance has been 
received by Nana I Imve> 

j ' CORNWALLIS. 

Earl Corxwallis to Mr. 

SlB, Dirmpore, Aug 23, 1787 

I am most exceedingly surprised at your coming to India, 
but still more so at hearing, that you say it was with my approba- 
tion that you came hither After having refused the earnest en- 
treaties of many of my nearest relations and best friends, it is not 
probable, even if I had lately, had any inter course with you, that I 
should have given you such a preference 

If I was mchned to serve you, it is wholly out of my power to 
do it without a breach of my duty I most earnestly advise you 
. to think of returning to England as soon as possible After the 1st 
of January next, I shall be under the necessity of sending you 

tluther lam, &c, 

Cornwallis 

2 Deep Cliund, his Dewan or Minister 

U 


1 Dildeleer Khan, afterwards Regent 

VOL I 
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Part. CoaawALLn to the Eianr Hoi Heibt Duxdas, 

[Priritf.] 

D ear Sir, Bomt* Dtitrict, a op. °q ns i 

There 1 a nothing in the secrot letter material, or lint enn 
niter tho lmo of conduct which we havo adopted but I think tho 
letter from tbo Court of Directors contains much false economy, 
and a great want of confidence m the Government hero. 

If tho essence of tho spirit of economy of the wholo Court of 
Directors could bo collected, I nm sure it would fall very abort of 
my earnest annoty on that subject But I never can or shall 
think that it is good economy to put men mto places of the greatest 
confidence, where they havo it in thou power to mnko their fortuno 
in n fow months, without gmng them any salaries. 

If it is a maxim that no Government can command honest 
services, nnd that pay our servants os wo pleaso tlioy will equally 
cheat, tho sooner wo leave this country tho bettor I nm suro 
under that supposition I can bo of no uso, and my salary is so 
much thrown away nothing will bo so cosy ns to find a Governor 
General of Bengal who will servo without a salary 

From tho spirit of this letter I concludo that tho commission 
giren to tho Collectors, tho allowances to tho Bcsidcnts at Ondo 
and Benares, Ac^ will bo nil disapproved of I see tho pay of 
tho Sub-TreaTOTor wlucli was given by IMacphereon is objected to. 
Wien I camo I found tho Sub-Treasurer playing with tho doposits 
amounting to tliroo or four lacs. I fancy of tho two ho had rntlior 
1 lwd taken hi9 salary from him. 

I bnvo saved smeo I came upon tho salt, upon tho vonrniB 
contracts, upon remittances, balances nnd jobs of different kinds, 
ten times, I may saj fifty times, tho amount of tho salaries that 
on n trenched. I nra doing everything I can to reform the Com 
janv • k mints, to teach them to !<o moro economical in tin ir mode 
of living nnd to look forward to n modomto corajs kney and I 
flatter mv* If I have not hitherto laboured in vain. Bat if all 
rhanct of saving nn\ money nnd returning to Imgland without 
acting «h In no*tl\ b removed, then, will l>o on cml of my refortrm 
t,<,n * Be hove me Ac^ 

( OR*<W \U-1S. 
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Coiomi. Thom vs Pumus to Earl Cornwallis. 

[IIcuuunI Atig 20, 1767 3 

Cit) of SI lolm, Frounce of X’caa Brunswick, 

j\h Loud, Htc 2 s, nso 

Although nt a groat dLtnnce from this paii of tho globe, 
Mith a our attention fall) occupied a\ ith othci matters, 1 liopo a feu 
linos Mill not he unaecept.ihle from one, who has so often experi- 
enced a our friendship 

Ma* colleague and I, after hnAing finished tho business of our 
commission' at Halifax, a isitod all the difieient settlements m Nova 
Scotia, which surpass an) thing I could cxjioct to have seen in a 
climate which has soacii months’ AAintcr. Tho new settlements 
made !>a the loyalists me m a tinning way. although nun and 
idle habits contracted during the A\ur, are much against them 
They liaAe experienced OAery possible iipiny fiom the old inhabit- 
ants of XoA'a Scotia, aa ho are e\en non moie disaffected tow aids 
the British Goa eminent than an)’ of the ucav states caoi aaoio. 
This makes me much doubt then remaining long dependent In 
the month of October aac came to this proAincc, aaIioic we found 
a cry difieient principles. Mr Carleton, 1 2 by his own attention and 
firmness, assisted by a Avell-chosen council, lias established good 
government. The proAincc contains nil that part of Noau Scotia 
Avhich lies to the AAestwmd of the Bay of Bundy It contains good 
lands, the fanners aaIio have tied from the States, me well pleased 
AAith the soil The number of loyalists is 12,000 The old inhabit- 
ants are not 3000, and these are a despicable lace, ready to sell 
their rmproA r ements, ns the loyalists are enabled to pm chase from 
them. To all appeal auce this country will be able to furnish coin, 
vegetables, and cattle to the West India Islands Lumber, m the 
quantity required, they must look for clseAvhere 1 cannot say 
much for the industry of the disbanded soldiers , indeed I cannot 
say that I ever saAv the policy of bribing soldiers fiom the lme, to 
leave their legiments — it has by no means ansiveied All the 
tradesmen Avho would be valuable at home, are starving here oi 
gone to the States The half-pay provincial officers are valuable 
settlers, as they are enabled to live well and to improve then lands 
Every day brings us a nerv account of the distracted state of 

1 They were employed, as members of the Carleton, and Colonel-commandant GOth Re- 
Board of Commissioners for deciding upon giment, a brother of Guy, 1st Lord Dor- 
tbe claims of the American loyalists, to in- Chester, b 1732, d Feb 2, 1817, m , May 
vestigate some of the details on the spot 2, 1783, Harriet, dau of Van Horn, 

" Colonel, afterwards General Thom is Esq , and widow -of Capt Foy, R A 
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America. Some accounts say that tho present wish of tho majority 
is to return to the situation they were m be faro tlio- war This I by 
no means think but I can say that tho friendly disposition of tho 
people towards Great Britain is most wonderfully restored con 
sidenng that in 1788 we were mveternto enemies. Tho Americans 
are at present an unhappy people, without any government. In 
Massachusetts the mob have required tlrnt tho courts of justico 
Bhould ho shut, and their requisition has been acceded ta Having 
had tho misfortuno to loeo my father last summer, Lady Eleanor 1 
finding her attention to my parents no longer neccssan volunteered 
an expedition across tho Atlantic with only her maid and on old 
servant. Sho is now with me, and desires mo to offor hor best 
compliments. Sho rodo your old liorso from Halifax to Annapolis, 
and thinks sho lias seen more of America than somo of cmr generals 
of lost war 

I expect to havo finished tho business in tins province by tho 
month of Slay next when wo shall go to Canada, and wo liopo 
to return to Great Britain b) summer 1788 when it will givo most 
sincere pleasure loth to Lady Eleanor and me to hear of your good 
health and tlint )oor situation is comfortable 
Praj remember mo to Boas and Haldane. 

Bo assured, Ac-, 

Tiiomab Dunimb. 


Rtairr nos IIpuit Puxnvs to Euu, ConxwALLis, 

[i'rirvt* ir»l CV*aWtbL] Jitdrtd Anf C 17S7 

Mt nn.\n Loud idj;* iwi, w.mh i i *7 

Tho Banger sloop brought tho ngreonblo news to tins 
c<mntrv of tho safo and prosperous rovnge yon lincl mode to India 
the in wi was attended with a satisfaction equal to tho importance 
of it. In trntli, although lonr exertions were not tlun Iwgnn wo 
all f “il our^olres snfi in India, and if vonr Lord hip mid Mr Vn.li! 
Itnlil C ampin 11 tluill continue afuw \cars m yonr pn*-ont situations 
I red in thi mod p> rfivt confidenn in tlie romj lc to restoration of 
our jrnwpent) in Imho. Wo rnver Uf»n hail a( on mini nt of 
India. Kith nt home and abroad acting in perfect unison togi tber 
uj«m j>nnci|b*s of j^rf -ct purit\ and integrity tbe^ ingnsh nts 
eann< t fail to j reduce thnr con-** qn< nt * fT vts V « u ma\ d j nd 

I U1 1 Uv | -| u a. ( U*%k>Ut Mi £**1 f It w i l V* l A 1 
1 1 1 l ^ /m I IS 
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upon my giving tlie most exact attention to every suggestion 
yon commmucate to me, not only m your publick despatches, but 
in your pm ate letteis , and indeed tbeie oie many things 
v Inch you cannot with propriety communicate to me otheiwise 
It will leachly occur to you how important it is foi me to be 
privately informed by you of the chaiacters of the scivnnts m 
the different situations at Calcutta, who may have to asp ne to the 
situations of seats m the Supieme Council and other important 
situations , for m so far as any appointments are to be made at 
home, you may believe I wish to be guided m any mteiference I 
may take m them, by your opinions I am much pleased to observe 
by your letter, that Mr Shore has so complete! ) r answeied youi 
expectations of him. His situation is a most important one, from 
his knowledge of the revenues Our publick situation remains as 
you left it, strong and successful, perhaps more so ; for all the 
unpopular topics we had to brmg forwaid are now over, and the 
great business of tlus session has been the Commercial Tieaty with 
France, and the consolidation of the Customs — the liist a great boon 
to the manufacturers, and the second a great boon to the merchants, 
of the kingdom , so that the session has proceeded with uninter- 
rupted tiiumph 

The only unpleasant cncumstance, is the impeachment of Mi. 
Hastings Mi Pitt and I have got great credit from the undevi- 
ating fairness and candour with which we have proceeded in it, but 
the proceeding is not pleasant to many of our friends , and of 
course from that and many other circumstances, not pleasmg to 
us , but the truth is, when we examined the various articles of 
charges against him with his defences, they weie so stiong, and the 
defences so perfectly unsupported, it was impossible not to concur , 
and some of the charges wall unquestionably go to the House of 
Lords Mi Eden’s negociations m our treaty, respec ting Lidia, 
are begun at Pans, but no material piogress made smce I last 
wrote to you The death of M de Yeigennes made some letaid- 
ment in the progress of the treaty, but I hope it will soon proceed 
to a happy conclusion you are perfectly possessed of the giounds 
upon which we mean to continue it Pemembei me to Loss, and 
believe me, with the most sincere regard, &c , 


Hexry Duneas. 
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Feou the Secret Coiouttee to the Goversob-Gexeiul Am? CoirraL. 

[Sort.] EwriTedAcf 29 1787 

Mv Lord Eut India Howe, March 27 1787 

In onr letter of tho 28th of July, 1780 before wo 
had seen tho Convention concluded between BL do Souillao and 
Lieut-Colonel Cathcart* at Btauntroa, we conveyed to yon onr 
general sentiments on the disputes between the Court of Franco and 
ns rolativo to onr affairs m India. In onr letter of the 22nd of 
September 1780 after we were in possession of tho said Convention, 
wo stated to yon what farther occurred to ns ns material for tho 
regulation of your conduct during the dependence of onr negocin 
tion with tho Court of Franco. In that lettor wo informed yon, 
that wo did not consider tho Articles winch had been agreed upon 
at Mauritius as in any respect binding, except as far ns tlio) may 
bo admitted into a new Treaty with tho Court of Franco by nego- 
tiation in Europe. No such intimation however was made to tho 
Court of Iranco, for immediately after tho despatch to yon had 
sailed, wo were induced to alter that intention, from a consideration 
that till tho commercial nogocintion then depending in Franco 
was brought to a conclusion, it would bo improper to mix it with 
another subject, likely to prodaco matter of altercation botween 
tho two Courts. 

As upon an examination of tho different particulars of tho Con 
vcntion, it docs not occur to ns that any material mischief to onr 
interests can arise from making tlie Provisional Convention tho 
ralo of your intcnnediato conduct till tho final arrangement by tho 
ncgociation at liorao takes place wo authonso you to exercise vour 
divrrction in that respect regulated by tho existing circumstance* at 
the time yon receive this and we confido in vonr jundence (lint no 
ground will In gnined on tho part of Franco dnnng tho dependence 
of the Treaty to render tho attainment ofourwidios imjiracticnhle 
or more difficult tlinn they already nn hyan\ arrangcim nts whhh 
have taken place poor to the receipt of tlds htkr 

Me ore Ac 
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Earl Cornwallis to Edward Hay, Esq ,* Secretary to the Supreme 

Council. 

SlR, Benares, Sept 3, 1787 

You will bo pleased to communicate the contents of this 
letter to the Honouiable Boaid. 

I had yesteiday a very long, and to me, a very pamful conver- 
sation with the Prince, 1 2 m which I was obliged in the most explicit 
terms to put an end to the sanguine hopes which he had formed of 
receiving assistance either m troops oi money from oui Govern- 
ment and from the Vizier, to pursue the vam attempt of establish- 
ing his father’s power and authonty. 

After having refused many piessmg demands and earnest 
entreaties, I could not withstand one peisonal lequest which he 
urged m the most anxious and even pathetic niannei, which was, 
that I would give a promise under my hand, that if ever his fortune 
should agam force him to seek an asylum m the Company’s terri- 
tories, he should be protected. I thought that justice as well as 
humanity exacted my acquiescence m this instance , and indeed, 
I felt myself authorised in going so far, by the sentiments winch 
the Court of Directors expressed in regard to that unfortunate 
Prince on a former occasion. 

Upon reflection however, I have signified to lnm that it would 
be more legular, and that the promise would m all events be more 
binding on the Government of this country, if I obtained the sanc- 
tion of the Board for signing the paper which he desired 

Sir Archibald Campbell’s letters have occupied my most serious 
thoughts I at first wished that I was again at the Presidency , 
yet if the event of Tippoo’s invasion should take place, I am not 
sure that I could not foi a time be moie useful m the upper 
country 

Burnous as the measure would be to our finances, we must if 
possible piovide a corps of cavalry, although I would leave no 
means untried to enable us to comply with the wishes of Sn Archi- 
bald Campbell, of procuring fiom the Mnrattas a body of eight 
or ten thousand horse to act with him in the Carnatic, yet I own I 
do not see any prospect of succeeding in this attempt , it is much 
more piobable that I could m the Yiziei’s territories form a corps 
of 2500 or 3000 men, which would, m proportion to their numbers, 
be much moie useful and less expensive than any auxiliaries that 

1 Edward Hay, many yeans secretary to the Supreme Council He died at the Cape 

the Council , made President of the Board of of Good Hope, Jan 1799 
Trade, Feb 18, 1796, and then membei of " Shah Zada 
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wo could hope for I Trill hasten ‘Major Palmer's 1 junction with 
Sc in dm, and instruct him, ns soon os ho is informed with certainty 
of Tippoos having commenced hostilities to urgo him to giro up 
ony attempt of rc-establislung his affairs in tlio Jsorth, winch aro 
absolutely desperate but to endeavour to regam bis own military 
clmracter and tho reputation of the Marat to arms, bv pcnumding 
tbo Minister to placo lum at tho head of an army to attach Tippoo s 
territories and to hold out to lnm tho certainty of obtaining from 
us the most advantageous engagements both for himself and lus 
countrv 

Iso reinforcement of infantry could possibh nmve at Madras 
time enough to bo of any semeo beforo tho rains, unless m tho 
event of ruch n misfortune as happened at tlio coraraenccment of 
the lato war in which case some iiUropcans could bo embarked on 
two or three of tho Imbamen at tho shortest notice I sco no 
difficulty in linnng a bod\ of \ativo infantry in readiness to move 
ns nr>n as tho season will permit and tlio caralr) must follow as 
t x|xshtioudy os it can. j fttn ^ 

tonxwuxis. 

i itL CmxwALLu to mr Hot Oh uujn ^ruirr 

l>r\n<nurr wiw fqui r 

lour fraud scans to me to Imvo lo^t lus own * nv*s 

or to Mip|*i"« tlmt I liaro coinphtil) IinI tin in of »nmr for 
nfl r I lul wntt n to vou tho dnv before yesterday and nhiht 
tli llnj-di was in tit art of j re- mg mi nidi n mmuh n jm lition 
i f lh n ttij laints and cliarp-s tlmt Imto bee n ma h l v Ids rnkrn 1 
nt ( il *utltt, on l i urn pn hiring another article f ir mono]* h mg 
tl rhtmstn of tl* j n \ine» I rvet ins! a 1< tt t from - ■ - * Iirilhig 
ittr r strum rditl n « f lum to fill the \acnut svwt at tlio Huni of 
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v, Inch lie is charged, and which, can only he ascribed to very im- 
proper motives I mean particularly his having abandoned the 
letting of sevcial distucts of the country to the lapacity of Sheei 
Jung , 1 and his having seized by perwannah upon the monopolies of 
the sugar and the chunani of the provmce, to the essential injury of 
those branches of commeice. 

I have not seen what calls his defence But if he has 

been so rash as to offei it m the form of demal, I take for granted 
that you null older the investigation to proceed. 

He must be sensible that it is consistent with my own know- 
ledge, that part of the chaiges are true and the Rajah has 
requested in a formal mannei, that I null consider him as pledged 
to produce complete proof of all the charges that have been made 
by his vakeel or by himself Should it .appear incumbent upon us 
to state any of the matenal points to be proved, and especially 
if they have been demed, I should be less surprised at the Court 

of Directors dismissing from the service and ordering linn to 

be prosecuted, than at their recommendmg him as a proper person 
for the Residency of 

I had heard once or twice, that at the time of his appointment, 
lie had agreed to give Mr *** a certain proportion of his emo- 
luments, and I found that it was not treated as a secret at . 

We could easily give a proper name to such a baigam, and to the 
conduct of those who were concerned m making it I should not 
like however, and I do not think myself called upon, to take notice 
of it, and only mention it with other circumstances to you for your 
private use, to put you upon your guard against confident asser- 
tions of innocence, &c I shall conclude this disagreeable subject, 
with lequestmg that you will communicate as much of it as you 
think proper to Skoie, as I have touched upon it but veiy 

slightly to him. I have desired Hr. to show you my letter to 

lnm 

I wish with all my soul that my apprehensions could be qmet 
lespecting the Carnatic Should the worst happen, and Tippoo 
actually break with us, I think it may prove ultimately fortunate 
that I am at present m this part of the country I can take imme- 
diate measures to endeavour to foim a close connexion with the 
different chiefs of the Marattas, and to incite them to attack 
Tippoo on their side, to recover the teiritones that he and his 
father had wiested from them during their internal dissensions 

Every other means must likewise be taken to cany on the wai 


1 Probably a native agent 
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Dgamst him with tho utmost vigour, and to provido against any 
foreign interference. I am> 

Cornwallis. 

On tho following day Lord Cornwallis writes again to Sir 

Ftuart to express Ins astonishment at denying tho charges 

brought against him and insinuating (lint tho Itnja was not ill 
disposed towards lum. Lord Cornwallis "thinks it now necessary 

to sn\ that I behove to bo gniltv of tho greatest port if 

not of all tho charges and tlint tho subject must bo investigated 
in the mo<t sen eras manner ” lie leaves it to Jlr Stuart to decide 
wlietbcr — — should bo allowed tho option of sending tho papers 
lwme at onco in an incomplete state or of awniting another oppor 
tnnitv when more information should ltavobecn obtained. I am 
not sure” Lord Comwnllxs concludes, “that s effrontery de- 

serves tlus indulgence." 

Lmrr-OexnuL Gcatt to Eadl Couswaujs. 

[Hfrtlrrl f<pC 1 87] 

Mv I»E.\n Ixinn, FaHyOT* f trrrt Ifra Id 17*7 

Tin ilectmn of tho six Directors I* ing over rmd l^ulin 
mrait Iwmg to meet to-dav after the Luster rve -vt, your fortunate 
ami <xj* hti ua parkc t will saH, as Mr Pundns tells me in n fiw 
daw and so I take up the j»on to tell you i rervthing I hear in 
ntnra. I onlv dc«m» such a note ns I received from jon to su> 
\ou an well nnd liau got m\ litter 

\vur from l< were Imj | \ t * hear of jour good lirnltli,-— that to 
t!« m vim mn\ I h i* tin flr>t and «< Id 'fnllv nminlsite 

t ► tho ct ntmuinoo *rf it in n I timjN r at th \\ -iln *-du\ « (lul 1 
and ! b -ar rr rvsli n if lit null* pmI wxti firti m which nil your 
moa tirr* lias prwi in India, an 1 < f th ir at mi hment at ( al 
rutta t » tin I a *tr4ng» r jti t tjj n )>rar amial h j rf **ih 
!l*in r 'rm 1 nl **11 tli utiiati n i f th t mjon\ * nffura, th ir 
int rr^t nr I nun *ti n I th | »!iti ~d an 1 c« mrm rn.il. Ac T1 
Ihfcrtrr* * n mu h jba*. 1 with vur d jot<h an 1 Dun In 
t 1 1 mo tl.at it tnt l pv }< i — m it di 1 tl n— gn at »aL f^ti u t ► 
f 1 tl it mi 1 \ 1 tak n a!m*vt n n» | «t h J int^l < ut 
t jvn in t* ir 1 tl I r r u tr> mol tlnm. ’ n n 

1 /I •< l Urt % lu a <r«l > rt tV» — I «- II 

i. t ~ u f * t f - i|«* 
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gone up tlie Ganges for the recovery of his health, and therefore 
does not sign the letters A voyage home is not impossible 
I should think, as you have made some alterations both m 
Macplierson’s and Hastings’ arrangements , the last has but few 
friends who now appear for him m the House of Commons X 
don’t know what number may come down to suppoit him Avhen 
the mode of impeachment is brought foiwnid, as theie aie a great 
mauy members vlio have never attended or taken part , but as the 
Ministers and Opposition appeal to us bystanders to be united, there 
can be little doubt of the impeachment being earned to the Lords , 
but though many people are sanguine about it, I fancy the tryal 
can hardly come on this Session ; and Ei slone , 1 who returned his 
retaining fee to Mr Hastings because it would interfere with his 
other business, says a lawyer must be a fool who cannot contrive to 
protract Hastings’ busmess before the House of Lords for three 
years 2 Jack Lee 3 has been upon the circuit, did busmess, and is 
recovered Lord Mansfield is at Bath, sleeps eveiywheie but m 
bed, leceives his quarter’s salary, and does not resign Lord Stoi- 
mont dunng the recess went down to pay lnm a visit, and to pre- 
vent a resignation, — at least so it is said When they were talking 
of law promotions, Bearcioft said Lord Mansfield’s carriage stops 
the way, thebisliopnck ofDuiham put the Tyger 4 m good humour, 
and will make Peppei Arden Master of the Rolls , I said m my last 
that I thought it w'ould happen, though the former dislike prevents 
Pepper Rom getting a guinea. 

Sn George Elliot 5 comes home for a time at his own desire. 


1 Hon Henry Erskine, son of Henry David, 
5th Earl of Buchan , created Lord Erskine 
Apnl 8, 1806, K T , b Jan 21, 1750, d. 
Nov 17, 1828 , m 1st, May 29, 1770, 
Frances, diu of Daniel Moore, Esq , M P for 
Great Marlon His second marriage with a 
Miss Sarah Btfck, Dec 1818, took place wdien 
he was far advanced in years, under very dis- 
creditable circumstances at Gretna Green, 
where he appeared in disguise, wearing a 
woman’s bonnet Attorney-General to the 
Prmce of Wales from 1782 to 1792, and 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Cornwall, 1802 , 
Chancellor of England from Feb 5, 1806, to 
Apnl 1, 1807 , M P for Portsmouth from 
1783 till he was made a peer, except m the 
Parliament of 1784, when he was defeated 
by Admiral Cornwallis 

2 The first formal attack was made before 
Lord Cornwallis went to India, by Burke, 
when he opened the first charge, Feb 17, 

1786 The impeachment was voted May 10, 

1787 Aftei his return to England Lord 

Cornwallis was, April 9, 1794, called as a 


witness for the defence, and the House of 
Lords gave the final decision, Apnl 23, 1795, 
when the actual trial had lasted 7 years, 
2 months, and 11 days! 

3 John Lee, b 1732, d Aug 5, 1793 
Solicitor-General from Apnl 18 to Nov 7, 

1782, and again from April 15 to Nov 22, 

1783, when he was made Attorney-General, 
an office he held only for 34 dap M P 
for Clithero from April, 1782, to June, 
1790, and then for Bighorn Ferrers till his 
death It is considered contrary to profes- 
sional etiquette for an Attorney or Solicitor 
General to return to his circuit, but in this 
instance the role seems to have been broken 
through 

4 The Tyger, a name given to Lord 
Thurlow His brother Thomas, Bishop of 
Lincoln, was translated to Durham, June 27, 
1787 

5 Sir George Augustus Elliot, KB, a 
General and Colonel 15tb Light Dragoons, 
son of Sir John Elliot, Bart , of Stobs , 
created Lord Heathfield July 6, 1787, b 
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which llio world says is to clear up somo complaints which Itnvo 
been mado and rnbed against him b\ mercantile people I rather 
lx.bi.vo tliat ho thinks ho was neglected and overlooked when 
Carleton was mado a Lord that ho u sDcntlv iIl satisfied upon that 
account and though ho does not, and probably will not stqte it as 
a grievance but knowing that ho is in favour ho flnttere lumself 
tliat it ma) still bo mndo np to him when ho is upon tho spot I 
wnto this partly from information and partly from conjecture, as I 
know tho man intimatelv* 

Lord Rawdon tis said Imd an idea of being Secrctarv of 
^tnti 1 and lx.ing disappointed, lias gono into opposition. Lords 
P-iv ami Sde * and Hawke * havo joined him, at least tho threo oro 
thought to go together 

1 ho Nortlungton estato is to be sold in lots. My fnend Ham 
Drummond * 1ms Iwugjit tho Grango* for flro and fort\ tlioumnd 
n One place it Ls they say I shall bo a better judgo of tliat soon ns 
I am to |ie. s the A\ lutsun holvdays there Tito daughter* or rather 
the *t<tor« of the late Lord will get twenty fivo thousand apiece — 
tlmt would Imve been ft good windfall for tiro conspicuous Dirk 
( re we * if ho liad not broko Guth with Ladv Hndgct T hut cirenm 
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stanced ns be is at present^ be bas found it necessaiy to move to 
tlie Continent for a change of air with bis Jamaica lady 

You Mill heai a gieat deal about a motion -which was made in 
the House of Commons for the payment of the Prince’s debts , 1 it 
-was not a favourite measure of Opposition, though they all agreed 
to support it, except the Duke of Poitland and the Cavendishes, 
who absolutely lefused The Prmce’s fuends at Cist weie sanguine 
about numbers, and members on both sides weie summoned fiom 
tlie country, those in town ueie -warmly canvassed, and mes- 
sages were sent to sobcit individuals to vote, and if not, to stay 
away The number of membeis supposed to be m town at one tune 
-was 170 for the motion, 300 against, but -when the motion was 
withdrawn, the numbers who would have attended and voted, aftei 
tlie strictest scrutiny, stood upon the Tieasury list — 140 foi the 
motion, 270 against , and after all that bas been said and wiote 
upon the subject, winch bas been variously and ignoiantly stated 
by some, and warmly and industriously misiepiesented by others, 
the proposition of tins year does not vary the least m the world 
fiom that of last year, except that the business now lests with the 
Mmistei, who will pay the debt, build the bouse, and even mcrease 
the" income from 5000? to 10,000? a-yeai, upon ceitarn condi- 
tions required and demanded by bis Mastei , m short everything 
to make the Punce easy, but nothing to put it in bis power to 
give trouble The Minister sent a message to the Pimce by Lord 
Southampton, assuring lnm that what be said m the House was 
with regard to the King and Ins Koyal Highness only, and did 
not extend to any other subject, which, though not mentioned, 
evidently apphed to Mrs Fitzheibert s A warm answer was given, 
that be did not receive veibal messages, and that if the Minister 
bad any busmess with him be should come himself , tins was aftei- 
wards softened by a lettei by the Prince’s command from the 
_ Duke of Cumbeiland 3 to Dundas, desiring him to wait on the 


Deerhurst Mary, b Sept 20, 1751 , m 
Dec. 23, 1772, Edward, last Dari Ligonier 
Elizabeth, b June 10, 1759 , in Aug 7, 
1783, Morton Eden, Fsq , 1st Lord Henley 
1 Alderman Newnbnm, on April 20, asked 
Mr Pitt if he intended to propose any vote 
for relieving the Prince of Wales from his 
debts , and being answered in the negative, 
gave notice of a motion on the subject On 
the 27th Mr , afterwards Lord Kolle, ad- 
verted to Mrs Fitzherbert, which gave rise 
to much angry discussion on that day, on 
the 30th, and on May 2, when the notice 
was withdrawn After much negotiation 
Mr Pitt, on May 24, proposed a vote of 


161,000? to pay the debts, 20,000? for 
completing Carlton House, and an increase 
of 10,000? to the Prince's annual income 

2 Maria Anne, dau of Walter Smythe, 
Esq, of Bambndge, b July 26, 1756, d 
March 27, 1837, m 1st, Julv, 1775, 
Edward Weld, Esq , of Lulworth , 2nd, 
1778, Thomas Fitzherbert, Esq , of Swm- 
nerton, who died May 7, 1781 About 
three years after, she became acquainted 
with the Prince of Wales The certificate 
of her mamnge with him is dated Dec 21, 
1785 

3 Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, 
brother to George IH , b Nov 7, 1745, 
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Pnneo nt Cumberland Honso nt a certain hour, which ho did offer 
consulting Ihu Minister nnd tlio Cliancollor , lio wns very explicit 
in o conversation of two Iwura, gnvo his opinion frccl), ond told 
him that whatovor ho might lrnvo hconl to tho contrary from 
designing people, ho might trust and depend upon tho Minister as 
a man of honour In consequence of tlrnt conversation tho Pnneo 
desired to wo Mr Pitt who waited upon his liovnl High ness after 
receiving tho lungs commands, and both Dundns nnd ho lrnvo 
wen tho Pnneo sinco that time ond tho Pnneo lias a letter written 
by Mr Fitt by tho Kings commands. I know no more of tills 
affair but tlwt tho business is not settled ot this hour If I hear of 
other circumstances before a vessel sails I slrnll odd tlio account 
for I go on ns things occur Tlio first part of tins letter was wroto 
in April and this on tho 10th of Mnj which enables mo to tell you 
tlmt tho impeachment of Mr Hastings was earned last night by a 
majority of 85 1 I saw Sir Pitt nnd Dtmdaa como into Wlutos 
nt cloven nt niglit to dinner when I waa coming nwny without mj 
supper Iiaving had tlio day before tho Marquis of Stafford * Iligby 
Dun das, tho Drummonds, Ac., nt my house from dinnor till two m 
tho morning, — as hard a day ns wo had onco when you were of tho 
party and I would venture upon such another to have you again 
safo nnd well with a hundred thousand good things, in Sacknllo- 
street Stony of tho articles of impeachment will bo rejected by 
the Houso of Lords tho tryal will not como on this Session. 
Westminster Hall must bo fitted up, for tho Lords will not agree 
to hear it m their Houso they wiali, at least many of them to 
mako tho tryal as troublesome and expensive os possible for they 
ray if that is not tho case, tho Commons will send thorn up Bflla of 
Impoachmont with as much eoso as they sond up a Turnpike or 
Hoad DHL 

feir Charles Grey s son, who comes m for Northumberland, m 


d. Sept. IB, 1790 | ». Oct. J, 1771 Awi, Prfrr 8«1, JIaatar cf tba TIor~, Eaajwr of 
dan. cf SnwcL, lit Lord I rnh a rn , and witlrw tba ardrobe, Lard Chambarlala. ana I’rr- 
of ChrktcpW Hortoa, Eaq Lord Irnham aidwit of tie CotmefL On llr Pitta *c- 
vu errated Eari cf CaxtamptMi July 1 oeaaioo to pewtr Drc. 1783, ba *u r*. 
1785 appointed Lord PraJdarrt, which oflk* and 

1 Tba tramben ware tyta, 175 1 noaa, 89 altrrwardi that ot Prfrr Sod, h Wd till 
* Oaorya Oramrfllt latllarnuU of Stafford, July 1794. U J 1 for Mahop 1 * Caetlo, Nor 
K.Q h. -Any 14, 1721 d. Qet 28 ISOS p 1744 to Jena, 1747 then for Wntadofttr 
rn. lat, Drc. 23, 1744, EDsabeth dan. of to 1754 and lajtlj for Uchfldd, tfll ho 
Nleholaa >'«nrk*r|y Eaq 2nd, llarch 18 , mccordrd to tha prrragr, Dae. 25 1754 
1748 Lxdaa, dan. of Ccri xy a l*t Duka f Haring noted hla aeat for V> ratrotoatrr In 
Brldjnratcrj 3rd liar 23, 17S8 Btwama, 1749 era accepting officr, hla r»-*I«tkn 
dan. of Alexander 7th Earl f CLaDawmy bnwjht on the calahratad cootaat of T «t 
A Lord af tin Admiralty hor 1749 and bain and Vawdepet, In which, aftar 15 dflji 
fro** that tim* no ta Nor 1779 ba, with polling, ha aoewwkd by majority of 4811 
abort tatorrmli, bald tba raritra offkta of to 4854 
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Ills first speech made a violent attack upon the Mmistei , 1 who in 
reply said many civil things, complimented Inm upon Ins abilities, 
and took no notice of the abuse. Sir. Fox said nothing could be 
handsomer or better judged than Mr. Pitt’s conduct upon the occa- 
sion , but Grey has re tinned to the cliaige, and upon making a 
motion to appoint a Committee to inquire into the state of the Post 
Office, he made use of stronger language than ever was heard m 
the House of Commons, and vas not appioved of by either party; 
the Minister was firm, and without losing temper treated Ins 
violence and threats with contempt , he n as attacked at the same 
time by Fox and Skendan, and m short with all the abilities of 
Opposition ; and Kigby, who was m the House and attended that 
da) r out of friendship to Lord Carteret, told me, “ You know,” says 
he, “ that I am not partial to Pitt, and yet I must own that he is 
infinitely superior to anytlnng I evei saw m that House, and I 
declare that Fox and Shendan, and all of them put togethei, aie 
nothing to him , he, without support 01 assistance, answeis them all 
with ease to himself, and they aie just chaff before the wind to lnm ” 
The history of the Post Office busmess is an mtention to hurt Lord 
Carteret, and to bring the Minister into a scrape if jiossible Lord 
Clarendon, as Chancelloi of the Duchy of Lancaster, gave way to 
Jenkmson, and Lord Tankeralle 2 was turned out of the Post 
Office to make room for Clarendon and to accommodate Lord 
Carteret, who said he could not remain in office with Tankemlle. 
The Committee is sitting, and it will appeal that Lord Carteret 
provided for some of his friends by quartering them upon officers 
who did the busmess, but without any pecuniary consideration to 
himself, m short, different things which have been the constant 
practice, without bemg inquired into, m all the departments of the 
State, and which do well enough in conversation at the biown 
table, but are very disagreeable when they come to be inves- 
tigated before the House of Commons There are many things 
of the same kind to be laid to the charge of Tankerville, which 
will be brought forward m the Committee, by Lord Maitland , 3 


1 The speech in question was at the time 
considered by all parties an intemperate 
effusion Mr Grey (afterwards Charles, 2nd 
Earl Grey, KG) was bom March 13, 1764, 
d July 17, 1845 , m Nov 18, 1794, Mary 
Elizabeth, dan of William, 1st Lord Pon- 
sonby First Lord of the Admiralty from 
Feb to Sept 1806, and then Secretary of 
State to March 25, 1807 , First Lord of the 
Treasury from Nov 24, 1830, to July 18, 

183t, M P for Northumbeiland fiom June, 

1786, to Apnl, 1807, and then for Appleby 


till he succeeded to the peerage, Nov 14, 
180J7 

2 Charles, 4tb Earl of Tankemlle, b Nov 
15, 1743, d Dec. 10. 1822, m Oct. 7, 
1771, Emma, dau and coheir of Sir James 
Colebrooke, Bart Joint Postmaster-General 
from April 25, 1782, to May 1, 1783, and 
from Jan 7, 1784, to Sept 19, 1786 

3 James Viscount Maitland, afterwards 
8th Eail of Lauderdale, KT , b Jan 26, 
1759, d Sept. 15, 1839, m Aug 15, 1782, 
Eleanor, only dau and heir of Antony Todd, 
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Todds 1 son in law, Irat Tnnkcrvfllo wiya lio is not in office nnd 
docs not enro ono fartlung wlrnt npponrs against him, provided lio 
can liurt the "Munster nnd Lord C-nrtcrct. Ono of tho members 
paid hnmorousl) enough to n friend in tlio IIouso ** Tmikcrvillo 
beats Cnrtcrot in coals, tho reforming Lords expenditure was a 
clialdron n-dny but says lie, “Carteret 1ms tlio pull npon him 
in wax candles nnd oil bat tlmt is fmr ns lio sits up later” I do 
not know how tho olTnir will end probably m nothing of conse- 
quence but in proventing somo future abuse#! and in reducing 
tho Incomo nnd profit of tho Postmasters. Tlio Committee is to 
report facts to tho House lmt lias not tlio power to form resolu- 
tions , if thoy had it might bo a sennns business, for tlie) ore 
nil violent Opposition except Lord Maitland who is violently 
with them m everything hut tins Fost-Ofilco business nnd m tlmt 
ho lb ns hot nnd violont against them as ho can ho hut I am told 
that noithcr Fox nor Sheridan approves of tlio attack, thoy think it 
uj an invidious business. 1 ou will sco nothing against Carteret m 
an) of tho newspapers hut thoy ore nil ready fo receive informn 
tion nnd abnso against Tanhorvilie.* 

Slopcr and IMlmg are arrived. I am glad to find by your 
lottor to Plulhpson and Ross s to Fawcett that you are m good, 
health but Aberdeen,’ who I have soon tolls me tlint you expose 
yourself too much to tho sun, which ho says at times in your 
eastern world is hurtfuL 

The Ton at present is to givo bolls no woman can exist with 
out having fiddles two or three times nt her honso ra tho course of 
tho winter Lady Hopotoun 4 three in a month. Tho Duko of 


E*q orated Lord Landwdal* In Enpknd, 
F b, 1B> 1806. UJ* for Newport (Ccro- 
wmJl) and tbrn for Mahnetlniry from Oct. 
1780 tm 1m aaemdtd to tbe preraga, Aug 
17 1789 after which be tm a i i p r fffi t a tlre 
pear from 1782 to 1784 e*d from Jno* 
1790 to 1798 H m employed b 1806 
by Hr Fes, to oegs*kte * peace with Boae- 
pxrte, b which ho totally foiled. In early 
lib he wae rioloni democrat, and oa d ar an 
okl Scotch preewlent be todaa owed b di art 
hLmaelf of hi* paanga. In 1787 ba Laecrne 
member of the NaedJemaiart’ Company to 
enabla bbn to atand for abarW which ba did, 
with Samoa! Faaron Waddlnrtoo, a nctoriow 
democrat, m hi* colleague t they wera beaten 
by a krra majority In later jeara Lord 
Lauderdale a polltkiil optnfooa rtare com- 
pletely ehangad 

1 Antooy Todd, b, 1718 d. Jnna 8, 1793. 
Ha aotcrad tba Poet-Office In 1782, and waa 
made Saerrtary 1702 

1 Tba origin of tba whole btalnaaa we* 


paraonal qnarrel between Lord* TankarriBa 
and Cartmt. Tba farmer wai friaod and 
dktant eoonaxko «f Hr Gray ’a, who hrooght 
forward thl* motion partly to plane hi* re- 
ktioo bait principally to aaooy Qm Gcraro- 
meflt. Tba breatintioo before tba Com- 
mlttaa Vunght to Debt acme Irregular! tka, 
but ao trlrial, that when cn Hay JS 1767 
It we* morad to print tbe report, Oppodxira 
ooold only nsnrier 16 rote* ajahrrt 120 and 
co Hay 28 Ur Grey reacJctkoa cmlam. 
Irtg tba Poat-Offlea end the llinktry wart ao 
feebly aopprwted, rren by M Fos, that be 
wactd do* dMda tbe Hoc*a. 

* George, 3rd Earl of Aberdeen b. June 
19 1732, d. Anw 18 1801 j m. Cathe- 
rine, dan of Oewehl Hanaco, Eaq of Waia- 
fiald. 

EUxabeth Cocntaaa of Hopetcam, wtf of 
June*, 3rd Earl, dan. of George 6th Eari 
of Nottbodcj d. A eg 10 1793 m. Ang. 
16, 17M. 
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Gordon’s 1 2 * house was not convenient for a ball till the Duke ivcnt 
abroad with his son, the Mniqms of Huntley, the Duchess now 
finds opt that the house will do very n ell, and so she exhibits before 
she retnes to Scotland j mn & c 

James Graht 


Earl Cornwallis to All winder Macaulei, 8 Esq 

DEAR Sir, Allahabad, Sept. 14, 1787 

I did not lcnow of the lesolution of the Board relative to the 
witholding Sn John Macpherson’s salaiy, until it had jiassecL But 
I will fanly own to you that I was always of opinion, in winch I 
had no doubt that every man m the settlement concuned, that the 
Supreme Council could not be justified m paying allowances to 
any person who had passed the Cape of Good Hope m Ins way to 
Europe , noi did I conceive that the Members of Council oi Judges, 
stood m a different predicament Bom any otheis. 

I can have no objection to your enteiing a piotest on tins sub- 
ject, or taking any measuies you may think incumbent upon you as 
Sir John Macpherson’s attorney , but it would be indelicate m me, 
even if my sentiments had been alteied on this subject, to mteifeie 
with the act of the Board 

Tins case after all must be decided by the Court of Dnectors , 
and the only difference that the measure of the Council can make 
to Sir John Macpherson, will be 4 pei cent, on the half of his 
salary, for if the decision of the Court of Directors should be 
favourable to Sn John, they will order him the pay that has been m 
stopped, with interest of 8 pei cent 

I will put a case that militates against your interpretation of the 
Act of Parliament You know when the Council is 1 educed to two 
by death, removal, or resignation, the Governor-General is dnected 
by the Act to call m a tlmd , now if Mr Stuart oi Mr Shore were 
to go to Europe m the same manner as Sn John Macpherson, the 
Governor-General could not call m another member, because by 
youi construction, there would be no vacancy 

I beg leave to assure you that I have every good disposition 
towards Sir John Macpherson, that I am sensible of the obliging 
manner m which he received me, and of his endeavours to make 
my situation as agreeable as possible And if he should return to 

1 The Duchess of Gordon then resided in Secretary to the Government of Malta, m 

Upper Grosveuor Street, No 10 which island he died Jan 18,1805 

2 Alexander Macauley was afterwards 
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this country I nm convinced timt tho most friend!) coopcmtion 
nnd mterconrso would subsist between mb 

I am, * 

Cokcwallib. 

Eahl Coiixwallh to Til r IIot Locktuct Gotuot 1 Joioe-Adtocatt 
G ex out. 

[Print* ] 

Drab Bin, Ob u» o*n-^, Oct. 9 1 w 

I have rend over nnd confirmed tho voluminous Conrt 
Martial which hns cost yon bo much pains, nnd in wlucli yon hnvo 
shown so much ability nnd attention. But I must obserro to you 
tlint you hnvo not kept clear of tho erroneous practico which Ims 
crept into tho proceedings of Gonoral Courts Martini in this semco. 
I had mtonded to liavo takon public notice of it on tiro first ropoti 
tion but ns tlua lias been your first essay and as you have been 
only actuated by tho best intentions, and b} on overflowing zeal 
for jnatico I shall content myself with giving you my private sen- 
timents. 

Tho duty of n Jndgo Advocate, after tho Conrt has assembled, is 
to admimstOT the oaths to tho mombere, to toko down tho proceed 
logs distinctly and to collect tho opinions when sentence is to bo 
passed. It is also expected that ho will bo ablo to point out to the 
Court tho forms of procedure, and particularly tho regular modo 
of examining witnessea But after stating his opinion once upon 
thoso points, it roste entirely with tho Court to adopt or reject it 
It is likewise proper in lum to put such questions to tho wit 
neaeee as be thinks will tend to discover tho truth, and which do 
not appear to have occurred to any of tho members and if con 
tmdiotory evidence lias been given by different witnesses it is right 
m him to state it m plam terms as a simple fact, if it appears to 
have escaped tho attention of tho Court when they procoed to give 
sentence. But as the Judge Advocate does not sit in a judicial 
capacity and has no share of 'responsibility m the sentence of tho 
Court, he has a very delicate part to act, and ought not upon any 
account to declare his opinion on the credibility of the evidence, or 
on the guilt or innocence of the accused but should leave it en- 

1 Hen. Lo cfrho t Qcrrdoc *cn of John 8rd uifghnHj bcrrWter thm en tired lb* army, 
FjH <jf AboyM | h. 1782, d. llaroh Si Mrrtd fa tbe um xegfamt with Lora 
1768 m. lit, lwbdfn, daa. of Qki Leri, CanivmIUi, and n»a to tho rani of lirnt- 
Eaq Sod, Oct. 8, 1770 Catherine, dan. of OolooaL n waa appointed Judge Adro- 
John Vboocmt L jialjj gtoo, tad tiitar of cal in 17B7 
J ho, Sod Earl of Fuitw acmth. Ha wu 
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tirely with the mombers uho aro alone accountable foi tlie conse- 
quences, to pass sentence accoidmg to the dictates of their own 
conscience and judgment The membeis of a Couit Martial sit as 
pidges as well as juiy I am suie you will be obliged to me for 

telling you that your attack on Captain nas highly imjnoper, 

and I am peisuaded that nothing of that land will evei happen 

a S ain I am, &c , 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Cornwallis to John Shore, Esq 

HEAR Sir, On the Ganges, Oct 10, 1787 

. I hare received seveial melancholy shukhas from 
the King, 1 callmg on me m the most piessmg terms for assistance 
and support Tins morning I wide him a letter perfectly civil aiid 
lespectful, but without all that jaigon of allegiance and obedience, m 
which I stated most explicitly the impossibility of om inteifeience 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to John Shore, Esq 

Dear Sir, Futty Ghur, Oct. 15 , 1787 . 

I received last mght your letters of the 3rd and 4tli instant, 
with the enclosures from Sir A Campbell, &c 

I lose no time m assuring you and Mr Stuart, that I most 
perfectly appiove of your having resolved to support the declaration 
of the Madras Government, and of its being our determination to 
piotect the Rajah of Travancore as one of oui allies If it will 
give you the smallest satisfaction, you may put my concurrence 
upon record. We must no doubt make eveiy preparation m our 
power to furnish supplies of men, money, &c., for carrying on the 
war (if we should be forced into it) with the greatest vigour , m 
the mean time we can only gve Sir Archibald the strongest 
assurances of the utmost exertion of our power to assist Inm It is 
impossible to enter into particulars, until we are acquainted with 
the mannei m which Tippoo means to carry his designs into exe- 
cution But m a few days I will send down to be recorded, some 
ideas of the outlines that would be proper for our conduct 

I shall only say at piesent, that as soon as war is commenced, 
so far from confining ourselves to defensive measuies, I think every 

x 2 


1 Shah Alem 
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I ongino should ho moved to cany it on in racli n manner as to 
socuro tho honour of tlio nation, and to bo tho most likely to bring 
it to a speed) conclusion. 

In regard to horses, I fear wo luvro no means which would 
errnblo ns to send any considerable number by water Thoeo 
belonging to tho body-gun nl nmj bo sent if prncticnblo — I am 
sure I mako verj llttlo uso of thorn, but tlioso of tho two Btssnlas 
are too old for so distant n somce. \\ ithont wnitmg for further 
information, I slinll immediately order a small augmentation, pnn 
cipnlly to onablo mo to jndgo with certainty whether wo shall find 
tho cavalry peoplo m this country ready to ongngo with us. Fcrliaps 
it may bo proper that you should send mo a regular authority for 
this measuro from tho Hoard. 

It will givo mo great pleasure to hear a bettor account of yours 
and Mr Stuarts health. A\ o must not allow this business to affect 
our spirits, but whntovor turn it takes, wo must trust that it will 
ultimately bo for tho beet. I fool much bolder since I hnvo scon 
tliis bngado of sepoys. I tun, A a, 

CoiLlCW ALLIS 

ELlrl Corswaluis to Edward Hat Esq 
SlE, On U* Oopi, Oct. 18, 1787 

The wants of tho Company at homo render it abso- 
lutely necessary to despatch tho in vestment to Enropo . 1 Bat oflor 
the allotment of ships is mndo for that purpose, I would recommend 
it to the Board to ascertain with as much precision as possible, the 
quantity of to nnag e on which we might depend in the course of 

( next winter for transporting stores or troops to tho Coromandel or 
Malabar coontn. j ^ ia> 

OonHWALIilS. 


Earl Cortwallis to George Forster, Esq. 

Sib, c*wnpjr«, OoL 28 1787 

You are already acquainted with my prmopal reasons for 
employing you in your present mission to Moodajee Boosla, the 

1 Frtcn thk End tior It 1* cridrat to loctLtr oWeot, b*d nln*dj oocnntd to 

ti*t tin idaa. cf «arpeodLi{ th* tnrwtmEot* Lord CornwmfllE. H vu »ft*nr*rd» com- 
to Lore™, In c*»* tin fitceoftlM of th* w*r ptlled to do tt, without wmltfajj for »rdsr« 
rw*i«n)d ti TMCWry to dl»«rt th« *Mp» or Cam hom«. 
tlw money o*n»Hy Employed fcr timt parj»wo 
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acting chief of the Berar Government.* Should Tippoo abstain 
from hostilities against our temtoues or those of om* allies, you will 
content yourself with declaimg that you weie despatched by me, to 
assuie Moodajee of my esteem and friendship foi him, and of the 
concern that I take m the honoui and piospenty of his Government. 
You will also inform Inin, that as his servant Beneiam Pundit, 1 on 
account of Ins great age and infirmities could not undertake so long 
a journey, you weie selected by me as a peison on whom I have 
entire confidence, to receive those umeseived and important com- 
munications to which he alluded m his lettei to Benernm Pundit, 
which was shown to me You will also, during your residence with 
Moodajee, m the . case that has been supposed, take eveiy means 
that may be m your power, consistent with the utmost attention to 
avoid eveiy step that might excite jealousy or suspicion of an 
unfriendly 01 indiscreet curiosity, to obtain a knowledge of the 
extent, revenues, and forces of the Berar Government, and of the 
leal character and disposition of Moodajee, as well as of the other 
members of Ins famdy, and of the persons who are principally em- 
ployed m the management of the public affairs. It will also be of 
great importance to ascertain the paiticular relation 01 connexion 
of that Court with the othei Maratta Chefs, and the heads under 
which the principal parties of that State are at piesent ranged , 
and also the natuie of the connexion between Moodajee and the 
Nixam, and of any correspondence that may have passed between 
lnm and Tippoo Foi the above purposes, it will be sufficient to 
deliver the General Credential letter No. 1 with which you are 
furnished 

Should you receive certain information of Tippoo’s having 
actually commenced hostilities against us or any of our allies that 
were mcluded in the late peace, you will dehvei to Moodajee the 
lettei No. 2, with which you have been charged with a view to the 
possibility of that event 

We are so little acquainted with the real disposition, the political 
views, and several other circumstances of the present situation of 
the prmcipal Maratta Chiefs, that it is not m my power to gve 
you detailed instructions for youi conduct If the Marattas have 
engaged or resolved to keep peace with Tippoo, it is not probable 
that our solicitations would induce them to depart immediately 
from that plan, and the more earnestly that we pressed such 
solicitations, the chance would be the less for them being successful 


1 Beneram Pundit had been sent many and gallantly stood by him in all his danger 
years before as envoy from the Rnjn to Cal- Ho was afterwards Dewan, or 51 mister to the 
cuttn He accompanied Hastings to Benares, Raja 
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Fvon should tlioir publio measures bo in romo drgrco undetermined, 
much nppennmco of nnxioty on our port would bo construed b) 
thorn to proceed from conscious weakness, or the) would endeavour 
to toko nn unfair ndvnntngo of it in settling tho terms of any 
connexion which might bo proposed to bo formed kou will 
therefore nftor delivering tho lottor nml professing nn inclination 
to form a closo connexion and alliance against Tippoo as n 
common enemy go no further than requesting that Moodajeo will 
giro immodinto orders for a froo passage through Cuttack, far such 
troops as this Oovemment may think proper to despatch at any 
timo by that route for carrying on tho war unless your advances 
aro received with nn oppnront cordiality In that caso a negoti- 
ation may bo commenced and you will consider as tho most 
important object of it to obtain tho milncnco of jtfoodnjco to indaco 
tho Poonak Government to tako that lead in a Gonoml Confederacy 
of tho Marattas for ronowing the war against Tippoo. Should 
that object not appear to bo attainable, and Moodajee should 
profess nn inclination to form a separato alliance with oar Govern 
mont, it must bo encouraged, though, before a final agreement, it 
will bo proper to submit the proposed terms to tho consideration of 
tho Board, For unless ho ra nblo to moho n poworTnl diversion, or 
to furnish a largo body of good cnvnlry to act with our army m tho 
Carnatic, it is not clear that wo could denvo any mntonal ad 
vantago from it- If you have reason to believe that his cavalry is 
of good quality and would prove useful to us, you aro, in the event 
of a connexion of any sort, to look upon it as a dcmrablo object to 
obtain a body of ten or twolvo thousand horse to join Sir Archibald 
Campbell by tho most convenient and expeditions routo and 
should oil other objects fail, I should think it of consequence if yon 
could obtain for a reasonable price, from one to two thousand good 
horses to mount cavalry of crur own. 

In return for tho stipulations which we would wish from the 
Marattas, I shall now mention the outline of those to which we 
would agree, in return for those that would be most favourable for 
us. We would agree, not to make peace with Tippoo without 
mutual conoert, nor before they had recovered the countries that 
have been conquered from them between the Knstna and Turn 
buddra we would engage to furnish seme battalions of infantry 
and a tram of field artillery to act with their army m that quarter 
and we would pay any body of their cavalry that might jom and 
co-operate with our army in the Carnatic. 

I have no doubt of your real and activity to do everything in 
your power to promote the national honour and interest, and when 
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you have entered upon tins business, and can point out pioper 
objects nioie cleaily than they appeal from, our present mfoun- 
ation, I shall be leady to give you as explicit instiuctions as may 
be practicable, foi your guidance and conduct 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dunuas. 


[Private ] 

DEAR Sir, Near Monghccr, Nov 16, 1787 

I have been most agreeably suipused at the good condition 
of the native tioops A spirit of exertion and emulation prevailed 
throughout the uhole, and I have no doubt that they will soon arrive 
at a very high pitch of discipline. The 73id legiment is m excel- 
lent order, and does great ciedit to the pains which Colonel Mac- 
leod 1 and Major Macdowal 2 have taken with it, but what shall I say 
of the Company’s Europeans ? I did not think Britain could have 
furnished such a set of wretched objects I would infinitely lather 
take the 73rd legiment upon service with me, than the whole six 
Company’s battalions Indeed, I have gieat doubts whether by 
drafting the whole six, I could complete one serviceable battalion 
to the present establishment 

For God’s sake lose no time m taking up tins business m the 
most serious manner If the British possessions m India are worth 
preserving, do not let us sacrifice them to the jobs of crimps, or to 
trifling jealousies and punctilios about King’s and Company’s troops , 
call them what you will, they aie tioops destined to lender essential 
service to their country - The Company must have permission to \ 
raise recruits pubhckly , these lecruits must be properly examined f 
and be subjected to martial law, and placed under the command of 
then own officers until the time of their embarkation 

I know the army at home will oppose this, but I trust, if it is 
properly represented to His Majesty, he will not countenance then 
opposition , if he should, we must 1 evert to the plan of the officers 
having King’s commissions, or send out King’s regiments But I 


1 Colonel Norman Macleod (20th Chief 
of Macleod), 73rd Regiment, afterwards 
Lieut -General , b March 4, 1754, d Aug 
1801 , m 1st, Mary, dan of — Mackensie, 
Esq , 2nd, Sarah, dan of N Stackhouse, 
E«q M P Inverness county from Nov 
1790 to May, 1796 

- Majoi Hay Macdowal of Gaithland, 73rd 


Regiment, afterwards Majoi-General Com- 
mander m Chief at Madras from 1807 to 
Jon 29, 1809, when he embarked for Eu- 
rope The vessel is supposed to have foun- 
dered at sea, as she was ne\er heard o r 
His conduct when Commander-in-Cbief pio- 
duced the Madras mutinv 
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lmvo no difficulty In declaring and giro yon Icavo to quoio my 
declaration wlicro jou picnic tlmt tho present plan cannot bo con 
tinned without exposing our Asiatics dominions to tho most im- 
ramont danger 

There appears such a jealousy and coldness in tho disposition of 
tiio Momttos towards us, tlmt I do not flatter myself m tho ovent 
of a brcacli with Tippoo, tlmt wo conld denvo nny immcthato 
nasistanco from them. Tho timidity of tho iSirnm, and tho 
wretched stato of liis armj and his country, do not render las 
intrigues with tho French and Tippoo Tory formidable, and I think 
tlioy may alarm tho jealousy of tho Poonoh ministry and in cl mo 
thorn moro readily to tako part with as. 

\ou will lmvo road in a lottor from Mr Mnlot to tho Bombay 
Government, tho proposal wldch 2s ana mado about Snbotto and 
tho sentiments wluch tho Governor and Council expressed to Mr 
Malot on tho subject I should liko to know your sentiments 
about Salsette, and in what sort of estimation you hold it, in caso 
it should on a futuro day become a question of serious consideration. 
I bn vo understood that it is of -vary Iittlo uso to Bombay but 
am not suro tlmt this may not bo occasioned by their lad manage- 
mentoflt Boliere me Ac. 

CoiCfWAIiLlfl. 

Eakl Corxwalub to tide Cbusr or DmEuroas. 
HONOURABLE Sirs, On tb* Gmgw, Nor 15, 1787 

I was received nt Allahabad and attended to Luck 
now by the Vixier and his ministers, with every mark of friendship 
and respect I cannot however express, bow much I was concerned 
during my abort residence at his capital and my progress through 
his dominions, to be witness of the disordered state of his finances 
and government and of the desolated appearance of the country 
The evils were too alarming to admit of palliation, and I thought it 
my duty to exhort him m the most friendly manner to endeavour 
to apply effectual remedies to them. He began with urging as 
apologies, that whilst he was not certain of the extent of our 
demands upon him he had no real internet in being economical in 
his expenses and that while we interfered m the internal manage- 
ment of his affairs, his own authority and that of his ministers were 
despised by his own subjects. It would have been useless to diacu* 
these topics with him but, while I repeated my former declarations 
of be in g determined to give no grounds m future for similar com 
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plaints, lie gave me the stiongesfc assurances of being resolved to 
Apply himself earnestly to the cnconiagcmcnt of agiicultme, and 
to cndeaiour to revive the commerce of Ins country. And in older 
to enable linn to be punctual m his pccunimy engagements with us, 
and otheiwiso to gnc ca^c to his finances, he likewise piomisednot 
only to disband a huge numboi of his own useless labblc of troops, 
but, also to retrench a gicat many of his othci superfluous articles 
of expendituie I think it piopei to say, that, my pimcipal de- 
pendence for the pci form Alice of these pi onuses lests upon snmlai 
assurances fiom the efficient minister Ilydcr Beg Khan, who is 
undoubtedly the ablest man employed by the Vizier, and who, 
tlieie is leason to expect, mil fiom considciations of peisonal in- 
terest and safety, be at great pains to avoid giving pist cause of 
complamt to tins Government Ho knows in paiticulai that it is 
to him that I look for the punctual dischaige of our annual subsidy 
of 50 lacs , and though I am sensible that foi some time to come 
there may fiequently be difficulties, I trust that, they mil never 
more fall considerably into balance, as I am persuaded of then* 
anxiety to avoid it. 

I have had peculiar satisfaction m disengaging this Government 
m an honourable manner, fiom all charge and lesponsibility in the 
management of the country of Furruckabad. 

I shall avoid making any remarks upon the oiigmal grounds or 
supposed light, which induced us to mterfere m the detail of the 
affairs of that unfortunate country, and shall only say that I am 
afraid it has not only done us no credit m Hmdostan, but that the 
imperfect mannei m which we did or could mterfeie, could haidly 
fail of being attended with the consequences that have been expe- 
rienced, — that of giving constant disgust and dissatisfaction to the 
Vizier and to Mozuffer Jung, without producing a shadow of 
benefit or relief to the body of the inhabitants It gave me great 
pleasure to receive assuiances, both verbally and in writing from 
Mozuffer J ung, that he is perfectly satisfied with the settlement of 
the tribute and with the treatment that he has met with fiom the 
Vizier Pensions are seemed, and to be paid through us, to those 
who had any particulai claim to our piotectaon , I mean the Be- 
gum 1 (who by her own choice remains at Fuiruckabad), Dildileer 
Ehan, and the Dewan Deep Chund , and as in my opinion there 
is haidly a possibility of any good arising from our future intei - 
fefence, and almost a certainty of much disci edit, 1 confess I am 
happy that now we aie not called upon to take any further concern 


1 The Begum, the mothei of Mozuffer Jung 
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about tlint connlry tlinn nbont any other ill-govomod district of his 
Excellency « dominions 

Upon my return, I saw with singular pleasure tlint many great 
boneflts liad already arisen from tho alteration In tho system of tho 
management of Benares and tho disinterested and judicious con 
dnet of Mr Dancon, tho Resident claimed mv warmest approba 
tion. Erom tlio short trial that has been mndo of tlio Ihyali, thoro 
seems to bo groat reason to bcliovo that under a proper inspection, 
ho will prove sufficient!) qualified to conduct Ids pok of tlio bnsi 
ness of tho Zommdam without tho assistance of a Naib and ho 
lias already adopted or acquiesced with great cheerfulness in 60Voml 
measures, that cannot fail of promoting tlio Iiappiness of Ins pcoplo 
and tho general prosperity of tho country Under a persuasion 
tlint it will tend ultimately to his advantage, ho readd) agreed to 
tho abolition of tbo Rlmdary and other duties, which wero repre- 
sented to him as obstructions to commorcc, oven witlioat requiring 
any deduction, though tho temporary diminution of his rorenuo 
will bo considerable. IIo 1ms also agreed that it shall bo an 
established rulo in tho management of his country to lot it at n 
modorato rent to men of character and substance, and in portions 
not oxceoding if possible, an annual rent of two or threo lacs of 
rupees, which, with more attention than has been gonorally paid to 
tho regular administration of justice, will roliovo tho body of tho 
inhabitants from many cruel oppressions, to which tlioy have boen 
frequently subject undor a different system. Hr Duncan is, from 
his disposition and abilities, eminently qualified both to methodize 
and to superintend tlio execution of this plan and I have not the 
smallest doubt of tho regular payment of tho Company’s revenues, 
or of tho oaao and prosperity of tho country under tho operation 
°* lt ' I am, 

CoKNWALLIfl. 

Some time previous to the arrival of Lord Cornwallis m India, 

Sir Robert Sloper had authorized Oaptam and Captain 

to raise two corps, to be employed m the service of the Vizier 

Lord Cornwallis, considering that arrangement to be improper 
ordered them to be disbanded. Some correspondence ensued, with 
reference to pay and aHowunoes alleged to be due. When appealed 
to, Hyder Beg denied that any such claim existed, os he declared 
the corps had never been raised, or that at the utmost, a few men 
to act as orderlies had been enrolled, and two or three commis- 
ffloas only had boen given. Tins statement was communicated 
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by Loid Com walks to Captain , May 14, 1787 A lenewed 

application leceived the following reply — 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain 


SlR, Near Plassy, Nov 22, 1787 

I am sorry to say that on my arrival at Lucknow, I could 
not meet with any person, either Emopean or native, that knew 
anything of your battalion, or had seen any part of it Although 
I could not help placing proper confidence in youi assurances of its 
bemg perfectly complete, both in officers and men, yet as theie 
was not a trace of it existing at the head-quarters where it was 
raised and had been so lately disbanded, and you had been so im- 
provident as to keep no voucher for any of yom disbursements, you 
did not put it m my powei to say to the Vizier or his ministers, that 
part of the large sum of money which you received was not issued 
to discharge yom personal pay and allowances Circumstanced 
therefore as your claim is, I do not think that my interference 
would be warranted by the ordei of the Board, relative to the 
1 eduction of your corps and Captam ’s 

I am, &c, 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry 

DEAR JAMES, Calcutta, Dec 12, 1787 

. . Although this country has suffered much tins year 

by inundations and a dreadful hurricane on the 2nd of last month, 
yet things still bear a prosperous aspect Our credit has not 
suffered m the least , the discount on our paper has not risen , and 
I have the vanity to believe that the Government is both esteemed 
and respected I re min ded Mr Pitt of our conversation about you, 
and have sent duplicates by the ‘ Busbndge ’ and £ Princess Royal ’ 
I flatter myself that my measures m this country will speak moie 
forcibly to him than any other aigument We have received no 
letters since the arrival of the ‘Minerva,’ but some English news- 
papers of April have come from Bombay, and we have got Leyden 
Gazettes up to the middle of June, which tell us of the recon- 
ciliation between the K. and the P of W, the latter’s illness, 
&c &c. 

Tarleton’s is a most malicious and false attack , he knew and 
approved the leasons foi seveial of the measm.es which he now 
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blames. STy not sending relief to Colonel Ferguson, although he 
was positively ordered to retire, was entirely owing to Tar] e ton 
himself he pleaded weakness from the remains of a fever and 
refusod to make the attempt, although I used the most earnest 
m treaties. I mention this as a proof amongst many others, of ha 
candour I know it is very foolish to be vexed about these things, 
but yet it touches me in a tender pomt. It is now near nmo 
months since I have had any accounts from England you will 
easily believe that I am impatient for a packet. You have mndo 
mo pretty easy about Bromo after his getting so well through the 
first year, I cannot have much apprehension about hum 

Yours, &a, 

COBNWALLIS. 


Eaiil Coiei willis to Ha Royal Hiainras the Duke or York. 
8m, Calcutta, Dn. 10, 17S 

I was so fortunate in wind and weather that I completed 
my expedition, during which by land and water I travelled above 
two- and twenty hundred miles, in leas than four months, without 
omitting any material object of my tour, cither aril or military 
I shall not attempt to describe particularly to your Itoynl 
Highness tho troubles which distract the northern parts of Hin 
doston whore Shah Allum, tho wretched representative of tho 
houso of Tam orl an o although nominally possessed of the imperial 
dignity and although ha image 1 a stamped on all tho com of tho 
country a really reduced to beggary and whore many fnforior 
prmoes and chiefs ore contending' for power anti! their armlet, 
wluch thoy cannot pay forsake them and lcavo them m ns forlorn 
and contcmptiblo a situation os tho poor emperor, of whoso sliadow 
of authority thoy are endeavouring to avail thcmsolvoa. In this 
quarter inncccwiblo from its distance to all Europeans but onr 
selves, our force a so superior tliat wo have no tiling to apprehend, 
nud I Imd only to givo aril negatives to tho vnnous applications 
for osdstanco of men and monoy A bn gad o of our sepoys would 
easily mako anybody Emperor of Hindustan 

Tho accounts however which I received from tho Carnatic, did 
not suffer mo to enjoy perfect tranquillity of mind. Tho great war 
like preparations of Tippoo, and tho reports transmitted to me by 
Sir Arclu Campbell that ho meditated an attack upon u and tliat 

1 \ tnuUl 1%? nm* n>l title*, bet Dot U* Umfr *1 MdmnflKAin »trock 

Mi Uj* trim. 
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lie -would be nested bv the Fieiich, made me tremble for my 
plans of cconoim and leform Tlio stoim is liowevei blown over. 
General Conway, 1 the Governor of Pondicliciry, lias given iho 
most unerpm oeal iwsui Alices of his pacific intentions, and tlio 
fuiious Tippoo not onh denies any hostile designs against ns, but 
appeals to have tinned his arms again towaids the Maiatta 
fionliei. 

In my unlit an inspection, the appcaiance of the native tioops 
gave me the gicatest satisfaction, some of the battalions weie 
perfectly well-tiained. and tlieic was a spmt of emulation amongst, 
the ofliceis and an attention m the men. which leaves me but 
little room* to doubt that the}’ will soon be bi ought to a high 
pitch of discipline 

I have abolished then dancing about in unions forms to jig- 
tunes and ha-\e substituted matching to time, and such evolutions 
as would best piepaie them foi the gieat mnneemres, of which 
they did not entertain the most distant idea The 73rd legiraent, 
commanded by Colonel Mneleod, is m very good oidei, but the 
Company’s Euiopcan tioops me such nnseiablc wt etches that I 
am ashamed to acknow ledge them foi countiymen , out of the six 
battalions, I do not think that I could complete one that would be 
fit foi service 

I know it will be unpopular with my biothei ofliceis at home, 
but it is my duty to state, that if these dominions aie w r ortli pie- 
semng, it is absolutely necessary that the East India Company 
should be permitted to beat up publicly foi recruits, and to keep 
them under martial law until the time of their embarkation 

I have, &c , 

Coen wallis 


Earl Cornwallis to John Motteux, 2 Esq 

[Private ] 

SlE, Calcutta, Dec 16, 1787 

I was favoured with your letter of the 28th of Maich, whilst 
I was on my expedition to the uppei country, the objects of which, 

1 Comte Thomas de Conway (of an Irish assisting the Republican party in the Dutch 
family), Governor of Pondicherry and of all settlements m India, but was baffled by the 
the trench settlements east of the Cape of precautions taken by Loid CoinwaUis When 
Good Hope, b Feb 27, 1733, m a dan of the Fiench Revolution broke out he was 
the Baion de Copley, Mm echal-de-Camp He obliged to fly from his Government, and his 
was m the French service, and in 1777 ac- life was saved only by the energetic exertions 
cepted a commission m the American army, of the British authorities 
and while in that service fought a duel with 2 John Motteux, b 1736, d April 30, 
General Cadwallader Marechal-d e-Camp in 1793 He was Chairman of the East India 
France m 1784 In 1788 he was desirous of Company in this year 
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both civil and mili tary I hare detailed very folly m my letters to 
the Court of Directors. 

I can most truly say that over since I landed m Bengal, I hare 
paid the most onremitted attention to every part of the Company 8 
interests in this country I have been a most rigid economist, m 
nil cases where I thought ngid economy was true economy I 
abolished sinecure places, pot a stop to jobbing agencies and con 
tracts, prevented large Bums from being voted away in Council 
for trumped up charges and have been unwearied in hunting out 
fraud and abuse m every department As a proof that I havo 
succeeded, you will see this year what never happened before — 
that our expenses have fallen short of our estimates. But I shall 
never think it a wise measure m tins country to place men m great 
and responsible situations, where the prosperity of our affairs must 
depend on their exertions os well as integrity without giving thorn 
the means, in a certain number of years, of acquiring honestly 
and openly a moderate fortune. The Company has many valuable 
servants the temper of the times is changing Hen are beginning 
to contract thoir present expenses and future viows. 

Tho splendid and corrupting objects of Lucknow and Benares 
are removed and hero I must look back to the conduct of former 
Directors, who knew that these shocking evils ousted but instead 
of attempting to suppress them, wore quarrelling whothor their 
friends, or thoso of Mr Hastings, should enjoy the plunder 

I refer you to a letter which I transmit by tins ship to tho 
Court of Directors relativo to tho prosecutions. I have there 
stated my sontimonts so folly that I havo scarcoly anything to 
odd. In tho list wluch I hare desired yon to reconsider thoro ore 
somo os honourable men as over lived they havo committed no 
fault but that of submitting, to tho extortion of thoir superiors 
thoy bad no other means of getting thoir breed, and they had no 
reason to expect support if they had complained. I sincerely 
bobevo that, excepting Mr Charles Grant 1 there is not one person 
in tho list who would escapo pro'^oention. You will find that wo 
havo rather extended our plan of agencies undor n good Govern 
incut it is certainly tho safest and tho best M o arc sure tlint 
neither tho manufacture will bo debased, nor tho manufacturer 
oppressed — two ven important points to us as sovereigns of tho 
eountrj It is not for tho real interest of tho Company tlint tho 
manufactures should bo verj cheap, provided it payB no more Hum 
other purclmstrs, 

• <TujU-. ( rant, 1 F L. 1 Ifl «L Od, 31 i L* couctj of I from IPO* lo 1 S It# 

lk.J | «. Irt, 1 1 7t Jin* din, of *»! IKrrrW of lb* tut India C 

Ttymu I r**r of Datoid M p for £i«n M I PI tiU li d<-otb. 
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I am corn to hoar that there ha* boon wmo lif tlo unkindno** 
in the Court ot ])im'((>D towards Sir Yrehihdd Campbell ITo is 
a man of ui.>at worth and nbilitv. and lias served tlio Compnm with 
a ~eal and as^uhntj which thov must not often expect to meet 
with It would give me the pcate-d concern to he dopmed of his 
assistance. and 1 think m the present situation of oni nOans on (lie 
< oast, his retiring from the government might he attended with the 
most fatal coii-equenoes. 

Notwithstanding Tippoo's warlike preparation*, and the rumoins 
of war m Knrope. the discount on onr papoi does not rise, and a on 
will see that wo irlmll supph most of the itinds foi our investment 
in rendv mono) 1 cannot suflicientlv oxpioss mj obligations to 
Mr 1 an km* for his earnest /cal m the public service I wish 
those who attacked linn in the J louse of Commons had half Ins 
pati iotism I am, tic , 

C'OKNWALT/IS. 

I,\n C'orxwvuis to Tin f’ourr oi Din nor* 
lO l r > l?s7 — s, c \jiju n lit, No 17 
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CHAPTER X. 

FinEndal arrangemsnt^ — Allian ce with Maratha prinoei — Improper decUion c/ 
a court martial — Miyake to China — European politic* — Conduct of Sir 
J llacpheraoo — Coorantioo with Franoo — Creditor* or the Nabob of the 
Oomatlc — The Guntocc drain — Nogoaation with llarathaa — Affair* of 
Holland — Shah Alem and hia family — Company** Recruiting Service — 
Change* in Supreme Council — Debt* of the Yixier — Influence of European* 
at Entire Court*. 

The political stato of Europe occasioned considerable alarm in 
Calcutta nt the commencement of this year It was feared that if 
France and England were at war Tippoo encouraged by the 
former power would immediately invade the Company s tern tones. 
Fortunately the discomfiture of tho democratic party in Holland 
put an end to these apprehensions, and enabled Lord Cornwallis to 
reiterate his injunctions to the various Residents, not to allow tho 
native powers to enter! am any hope of farming 0801191 vo or dofen 
si vo alliances with the Company 

There wore two points on which Lord Cornwallis had received 
very specific instructions before bo loft England. Tho ono — with 
reference to the amalgamation of tho Company s European troops 
with tho Kings army about wluch somo dotalls will hereafter 
bo given. The other — of ranch moro importance — related to tho 
cession of tho Qnntoor Circa rs. Tho claim to this territory Jiod 
arisen about six years boforo. It had been stipulated with tho 
Isbam that tbeso Circnre should bo givon up to tbo English on tho 
death of bis brother, Baxnlct Jung 1 but although tins evont had 
occurred in 1782, tbo hizam had evaded compbanco with tho 
arrangement wluch Lord Cornwallis wns therefore desired to 
enforce. For reasons already stated, lio liad tliought it advisable 
to postpone executing these orders, but bo conceived tbo timo had 
now arrived, when farther delav was inexpedient and lio effected 
las object without any senous opposition. Tbo pecunian claims 
of tbo Nizam for tho Pcshkusb duo by tho Corapanj and their 
counter claim for tho rorenuo winch had been collected nnco 
1762 were also satisfactoril) adjusted. 

* r Jan d. I7S | t«t LrotW 1 rmor of IVt*r In J 1/ 

falilskl J Nltbiir f it* IWin u>l 17CI » J *>»i U C vnlow Clrtrnr* “ * 
L 1 l«rn l «m»-r of VAtu In 17 V mra J* Ur to FUj a kt, I l< W 1 kj \ct~ t 
All tl> Jo*n «-»t IrolbrT »bn t»l l«n O*. w Ciltlf 1 I Minn AIL 
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Among mntteis of loss linpoi tauce, may be mentioned the com- 
pletion of tlie treaty uith Fiance, setting aside the Mauiitms Con- 
vention, and the passing of the Declaiatoiy Act, vluch mateiially 
increased the povcrs of tlie Board of Conti ol The inquiry mto 
the system of peculation picviously existing was earned on, and 
means were adopted, if not to eiadicate, at least greatly to diminish 
the evils of which complaint had so justly been made 

As a question of economy, Lord Cornu albs suggested the almost 
total abolition of the Bombay establishment, and he was not indis- 
posed, if a due equivalent could be found, •which he lathei doubted, 
to restore the island of Salsette to tlie Marathas But the 
authorities at home did not concur m these view s 

The alaim of war having subsided, Lord Cornwallis had leisure 
to turn his attention to financial subjects. On these lie wiote two 
despatches to the Court of Di lectors, dated November 1 and No- 
vember 3, the second of which will be found m the Appendix The 
first is devoted to levenue questions, and lays down pimciples of 
political economy far m advance of the times m which he lived 
The second discusses the state of the Zemmdany of Benaies, the 
abolition of internal customs’ duties, the payment of the Company’s 
servants by fixed and liberal salanes, instead of by almost unlimited 
peiquisites, and the compdation of the Hindoo and Mahometan 
laws, a task which Sir William J ones 1 undeitoolc to execute Both 
these papeis, though very long, deseive attentive perusal The 
views they piopound aie thoiougkly just, and are explamed with 
gieat clearness , nor is the advice tendered to the Dnectois less 
sound m pimciple, than it must have been novel to then minds. 

EARL C OK l\ WALLIS to Lord Sydney. 

[Private ] 

My DEAE LORD, Calcutta, Jan 7, 1788 

Our alarm from Tippoo’s preparations has ceased, and theie 
is no reason to beheve horn General Conway’s conduct, that he has 
any desire to foment disturbances or to piomote a war m tins 
country. We are not however without some apprehensions that 
your prospects m Europe aie not so pacific, and of course most 
impatiently expect the arrival of a packet, which the newspapers 
inform us was to sail from Falmouth eaily m August 

No man can be more seriously interested in the continuance of 
peace than myself, we have eveiytlnng to lose and nothing to gain 

1 Sir William Jones, b Sept 28, 1746, St Asapli A Judge in India from 1783 till 
d April 27, 1794, m April 8, 1783, Anna his death 
hlaria, dau of Jonathan Shipley, Bishop of 
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by war and a peace for these next three years will enable mo to 
pnt this country into such o state, that it will be a difficult task 
even for a hod succeeeor to hurt it materially 

I am astonished to hear that the Court of Directors sowo 
every opportunity of attacking Sir A, Campbell Nothing could 
give me personally greater concern and nothing m my opinion 
could be more fhtal to the British interest m Indio, than his 
removal. He has shown great ability and the most perfect 
uprightness and mtegnty and possesses tho esteem and confidence 
of the civil, as well as military part of the settlement. 

I have represented m the strongest terms the necessity of 
adopting some other mode of recruiting the Company s European 
troops. I know my brother officers at home will not approvo of 
my proposals, but I likewise know that unleee tho system is altered, 
it would be much wiser not to send out any recruits. Without 
entering into the merits of the case, I am very sorry that tilings 
have gono so much against poor Hastings, for he certainly has 
many amiablo qualities. If you are m tho hanging mood, you 
may tuck up Sir Elijah Impey without giving anybody tho 
smallest concern. I think I told you how much Lord Ailcsbury 
had distressed me by sending out Mr Ititsa He is now writing in 
tho Socrotary s office for 200 or 250 rupees per month, and 1 do 
not see the probability of my being ablo to give him anything 
better without deserving to bo impeached. 

I am still persecuted ovary day by people coming out with 
loiters to mo, who either got into jail, or storvo in tho foreign 
settlements. For God a sako do all in your power to stop tlus 
nul<1 nosi. I run, &C. 

Cornwallis. 

Eadl Cortwallis to Major Paiater. 

Sm, Cilmtu, J *n_ II 1788 

I have received your lottora dated 20th and list ultimo 
and I ora Tory much satisfied both with tho gcncml tenor of tho 
information wldch tliov contain, and with tho manner m wluch )tm 
lm\o conducted >onr conversations with "Wndnjco Scindia. 

It will bo difficult to o<ld nnj new explanations to Scindm, of 
the insurmountable reasons wluch prohibit tliis Government from 
interfering in tlie affairs of tho Upper Provinces and, in its present 
general political Mtualion, from contracting an allianco offensive 
and difcnravo against Tippoo with tho Mamttn Stato hut a calm 
and uniform repetition of alrnt yon Jm\o alrondj paid of the pnn 
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ciples upon winch we aie determined to act, may at Inst induce 
linn to desist from pressing such propositions upon you Although 
we have many reasons to believe that Tippoo would gladly seize a 
good opportunity to attack us, yet from the style ofhis late cor- 
respondence with Sn Arclnbald Campbell, as well as from otkei 
cncumstances, it does not appear to be a mensuie which he designs 
for immediate execution. K liowevei the politics of Europe should 
embioil us with the Fiench, I lay my account that Tippoo wall be 
ready at the shortest notice to act rn conceit wuth them against the 
Carnatic 

In that event it would no doubt be of gieat importance to oui 
interests, to obtain a vigorous assistance and co-operation from the 
Marattas, and we should not hesitate to entei into engagements, 
winch to them might prove at least equally advantageous 

Nana has aheady made propositions to Mr Malet, similar to 
those which Scmdia has thrown out to } r ou, and I have dnected 
linn to reply to them in the most friendly style of language, but m 
the mannei which is rendered mcumbent upon ns by our instruc- 
tions, as well as the Act of Parliament 

It is highly piobable that Nana and Scmdia may have commu- 
nicated with one anothei on tins plan of an offensive and defensive 
alliance, and it is therefore of consequence that your language 
upon it and Mi Malet’s, should be the same. We aie at present 
entirely precluded from pioposing any agieements but such as are 
merely conditional. 

You judged perfectly right however m holdmg up to Scmdia 
the chance of our hands being set at liberty, by the violence of 
Tippoo or the ambition of the French. 

You will continue to encourage that hope, which has also been 
lecommended to the attention of Mi Malet in his transactions at 
Poonah , and you may assuie Scmdia, that it will at all times give 
gieat pleasuie to this Government, to mark oui consideiation foi 
him by making use of his assistance and friendship, m anangmg 
any new engagements which it may be found proper foi us to con- 
tract with the state to which he belongs 

It would give me great pleasuie to hear that he had brought 
his mind to relinquish all furthei views upon Indostan His 
affans there seem to be totally irrecoverable , and by turning his 
thoughts to act in conjunction with his countrymen against Tippoo, 
he may gieatly add to the strength of then confederacy 

I am, &c , 

COENWAIiLIS. 
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Earl Cortwallls to toe Eioirr Ho* Hetet Eton) as. 

Dear Sib, oAontta, Jm. 27 178s 

I have just been informed by Sir Arobibald Campbell, 
that he is ordered, to send one of the King s regiments immediately 
to Bombay This looks I think, a little like a war m Europe and if 
there is an appearance of a war with France, the order is certainly 
a wise one, Bat I give you still more credit for the appointment 
of Medows , that measure may defy the voice of faction. 

If proper military men can be found, which God knows is not 
very easy, the Governors of Madras and Bombnv should always be 
soldiers. I am sure at present the army at the latter place is m 
great wont of a commander 

If we must have a war it is some satisfaction at least that I 
ha vo two such supporters as Campbell and Medows, and that we 
aro at present so conveniently circumstanced in regnrd to*the 
Mara tt as, who as you see, eagerly court our alliance. Scmdia is 
full as desirous of connecting himself with ns ns Nana bat from 
Major Talmer s last letter I can entertain no hopes of prevailing 
upon him to abandon his vam pursuits to tho northward, so that 
liis friendship can be but of little value. j am> 

COBRW ALLIS. 

Earl Oouxwaixis to Tire Govektob is Cchjsol, Bohbat 
Sin, J**. 30 , 1788 . 

I havo boon honoured with your letter dated tho 27th of 
October last inclosing copies oC the proceedings of a General Court 

Martial held in Surat Castlo for tho trial of on tho 10th of 

tho preceding month of July and of tho Minutes of yonr Board, 
and Genoml Orders that wero published in consequcnco of tho 
decision of that Goncral Court Martial. 

“Whilst tho tomper and good sense of tho Board upon this occn 
sion is deserving of great commendation, I cannot but observe tliot 
in a cose where doctrines of no dangerous a tendency were broached 
and avowed by military men, vou would liavo been well warranted 
if von had thought proper to go bovond thoso bounds, which you 
seem to liavo prescribed to yourselves, of forbearance and modomtion. 

I liavo perused tho proceedings of tiiat Gcneml Court Martial 
with astonishment and indignation for in m\ opinion tliev contain 
maxims as incompatible with tho true principles of military disci 
1 line as they arc with tlio« of morality and justice 
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Although it may not be legular that Ensign should 

undeigo nnothei trial before a General Court Martial, yet the 
spirit of licentiousness which appeals m Ins danng avowal of having 
upon so shght provocation struck the native and his son m the 
streets of Smat, and the insulting manner m which lie presumed to 
behave to his own commanding officer, rendei him highly deseiving 
of exemplaiy punishment. The degree of his punishment may he 
determined by the accounts that you may he able to obtain of his 
geneial chaiactei Should it appeal that he has upon other occa- 
sions manifested a similar propensity to violence, and the same dis- 
regard of subordination winch he avowed at the Geneial Court 
Martial, I considei him as an mipropei man to lemam in tins 
country, and my opinion is that he ought to be dismissed the 
Company’s service, and sent home by the first opportunity On 
the other hand, if his former geneial conduct should appear m.so 
favouiable a hght as to induce you to abstain from proceeding to 
that extremity, I lecommend that he shall neither be piomoted, nor 
suffered to remain at any of youi detached stations, but that he 
shall be called immediately to the Presidency, and oideied to do 
duty m the Castle of Bombay, until he shall give convincing 
proofs of a disposition to conduct lninself noth more peisonal 
modesty, and moie respect foi military subordination and good 
order m society 

It is of peculiar moment for the preservation of military disci- 
pline, and for the support of the just authority of yom Government, 
that the criminal conduct of the officers who composed the General 
Court Martial should be investigated with care, that the innocent 
may be discriminated, and that the guilty may be punished with 
seventy Where no Civil Courts exist, as at Surat, to take cogni- 
zance of crimes and disorders, the interests of the public and those 
of humanity, can only be protected by the opeiation of martial law, 
and care should he taken undei similar circumstances, to deter 
officers ftorn danng to refuse to administer justice ujion each othei 
according to the laws of then profession. I recommend therefoie 
that the Judge Advocate and the whole of the members of that 
Court Martial shall be immediately oidered to lepan to Bombay, 
and that the Board in its judicial capacity, shall, after absolving 
the whole Court from their oaths of secrecy, endeavour to discover 
who (if any) were entirely innocent of the act of the Court, that 
they may be dismis sed to return to their respective stations, and in 
the next place to ascertain, if possible, who were the individuals of 
those that voted m the majonty, that principally contributed to 
bring the Court to so criminal a decision 
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I recommend that your Board shall order as many of those 
officers as it shall appear necessary to yon, as examples for deterring 
others from following so dangerous a precedent, to be tried by a 
General Court Martial at the Presidency for refusing to administer 
justice according to the Articles of War and as I consider the 
principles on which the opmion of the Oonrt Martial is founded, os 
tend mg equally to injure the interests of the Company and the 
credit of the nation with the natives of India, I recommend also in 
the strongest manner, that none of the members who voted far the 
decision of the Court, el udl be entrusted with a command or 
Buffered to do duty at any of the detached posts belonging to yonr 
Presidency but iliat they shall be appointed to European corps, 
and retained to do duty under the eye and immediate authority of 
Government at the Castle of Bombay at least until it shall clearly 
appear that they Iinve relinquished those principles which influ 
enced their decision at the General Court Martial and which are 
equally incompatible with the respect that they owe to yonr 
Government, as with the true principles of mflitary subordination 
and discipline. 

Ton will bo pleased to publish my sentiments upon the conduct 
of tho members of tho General Court Martial, m any manner that 
yon may think most propor And I particularly request that yon 
will take the earliest opportunity of laying the wholo proceedings 
before General Modems, with tho opinion that I have now delivered 
U P™ them I have, it, 

ConmvALLifl. 

IL It II nre Duke or \obk to Ejlol Oorxwalus. 

[R*cdr*l 1789.] 

My deah Loud, iww April 87 1797 

I tako the very earliest opportunity to acknowlodgo tho 
receipt of Tour very obliging Lettor of tho 10th of last November 
and to return You mnn) thanks for Your goodness in thinking of 
Lour friends on this sido of tlio Water notwithstanding tho multi 
pticity of affaire which You must havo upon Yonr Hands. Tho 
Situation in which Yonr Lordship is at present is certainly of tho 
greatest eonsoquonco and tho most dehcato, which I boliovo over 
has existed, and I rejoice for my Country s rale that lou havo 
accepted of it though for my own private sake, I confess I «m 
exceedingly sorry for it as it deprives mo of tlio pleasure of cnlti 
rating ^ our friendship so much os I could wish, and particularly at 
tlus moment as His Majesty lias been pleased to consent to my 
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leturn to my native Country, and it would be of tbe gieatest conse- 
quence to me to have so good a friend and advisei as You . . . 

With regard to the Politicks of Geimany Your Loidship will 
alieady long ago know that the King of Piussia died the 16th of 
August last, having pieseived to his very last moments the same 
firmness of mind and the same acuteness of judgement, foi which 
He was evei so much famed His Successoi, upon his fiist ascend- 
ing the throne, took the veiy wisest steps, and gave the stiongest 
proofs of His abilities, but unfortunately having been always so 
little accustomed to do business and to an active Life, He lias 
allowed Himself of late to be too much drawn off from His business 
by the prnsuit of His pleasuies Howevei His honouiable Character, 
and His affection for us have still lemained the same m spite of 
every attempt which has been made by His Uncle Prmce Henry, 1 
to draw Hun mto an alliance with Fiance , mdeed it has gone so 
far as to make an open bleach between them, and Prmce Henry 
has thought fit to letne from Berlin, and it is supposed that He will 
spend the rest of His days in the South of Fiance, 01 in Italy, which 
certainly is the country the best adapted to a Person of His taste 

Ever my dear Loid, 

Frederick 

Right Hon Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis 
[R eceived Feb 19, 1788 ] 

My DEAR Lord, . Wimbledon, July 21, 1787 

The mclosed papers will explain themselves The situation 
of oui China tiade, from the piecious way m which oui supra- 
cargoes are settled there, has long been an object of legiet I have 
learnt from various quarters, that a mission directly from the Kin g 
to the Emperor of China would probably have the desired effect 
of obtaining to us a commeicial establishment, and if that be 
obtained it would answer very valuable purposes, both m respect 
of providing China investments, and m respect of the aid it would 
afford to the vent both of British and Indian manufactures and 
produce, m the empne of China and its dependencies I know* not 
whether it wall succeed or not, but I am sure it is worth the 
attempt, and there is every reason to beheve the French aie at 
this moment veiy anxious to acqmie such a situation m that part 
of the world Colonel Cathcart, from his birth and manners and 

1 Frederick Henry Louis, son of Fredenck Wilhelmine, dnu of Wannulian, Landgnue 
WiUiam I, 'King of Prussn, b Jan 18, of Hesse Cosscl 
1726 , d Aug 3, 1802 , m June 25, 1752, 
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good understanding, has been thought of as a person Hkoly to 
answer the purposes of the mission- I suppose he will sail from 
this, the end of September or beginning of October 

Believe me, &c., 

Hehbi Dukdas. 

The Marquis of Lassdowke to Earl Corxw alias. 

[Eacdrnd F«b, 10 1 88 3 

My dear Lord Jem* io 1787 

1cm must of course be fully informed of oil that 
has passed, and perhaps of all that is to pass, about Mr Hastings 
For my own part I will freely own to you I never was so deceived 
in calculation, for I could never persuade myself that the articles 
would pass the House of Commons, and I consider their having 
dono so as a measure big with every kmd of mischief laying aside 
all question about personal justice. In this last respect I cannot 
but still think that he will be abandoned by the only quarter 1 which 
can savo him from the singular virulence with which ho has been 
prosecuted- The situation of the Stadtholder* has for tho present 
taken tlio placo of Mr Hastings, and it might be supposed from 
the fluctuation in tho funds, that there was a possibility of the 
general tranquillity of Europe being interrupted but I do not 
understand that Ministry have done more than engage for some 
pecuniary aid, and haVe ordored a small fleet (the equipment of 
which I am afraid will not do ns great credit m tho eyes of Europe 
eo for as regards despatch) moro with a viow to countenance than 
act In tho mean timo Franco lias furnished a scene of singular 
speculation- 1 ou will scarco behove it poasihlo that any country 
could in bmo df peace ran its expense 107 millions of French lines 
beyond its actual revenue and 300 millions anticipation , bnt it is 
literally so. irons, do Colonno* mado a very bold attompt to cx' 

1 Probably tb* Elap a rich Grander JWf thrwjeb tin fnflo- 

* The St*tw-OrtmJ bad been learner me* *f 1L de \ erp-onea, Jllnhlr* del FI- 
b- to wrr»l from tb* StaltboVW ha aotbo- cancer, Not 3, 1 S3 The betane of tb* 
rtty jad hereditary rirhta. M Utn w *i* Stai* Lein- otrit tooderjwto U meet tb* 

drawing t a erttk, a»I Fir June* rryerjdlttrre ii d* Calacn* bn*jh>ed Hit It 
Ilanrii (tb* lit Lord llalmrttary) tad been w*nld b* roller to bnpon nr*- tairo if tb* 
Inrtrocted to tat all tb* bfloenc* cf England fmwial * c! ktoci wm yrericwly retail tied 
(with tb* awhUne* of mu money) to t* * 90 * Iarj* aroemUy. an d b* tberelbrr jre- 
ttabrtnln the power of tb* Prior* of Oracle. ralUvl apoo L *nb X\ L t* rnmnoo “ Le* 
Foe tb* Mabn*'tary Panm. roL £L X*UbW/* Vta rhonld ta *«!*rtrd by tb* 

* Chi j Ur AiraMr* i* C « U c d * m *00 tf Kb>p from tb* nobility clergy *° 1 jL 1r * c 7 

tb* Premier TmlUot at DoctI | V. Jaa. a»t preat rntmidpal Ur*, tat tbelr powm 

1 3-1 d. Oct. “0 1 607 j tn, ( lot* j; * widow <t) Were to L* cvWtnol to drliWitloa air 
Jaa* C, ITS* *1 lUlb, Madtro* .rn«rrrltl, a They met 1 b 15 ITS 7 and arooo- tie 
P-r pita I t »e* JP 1 ” tie Nrtito*-*, »fcl*w f Ml iMWjlefr weie 7 Prfucer if U* Wcot, 
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tncate at once himself and the slate , but m executing Ins plan, he 
entirely nmpulged the capacity of the nobility and the libeiahty 
of the clergy, and the tempci of both, ns •well ns Ins o\ui situation 
at court The clci-gv concnncd when he expected that they voultl 
have opposed, and the nobility examined nlmt lie thought them 
incapable cion of comprehending, and the Queen, nho it seems 
never liked him though a cicatuie of her own party, took a 
decided part against linn The consequence of the uhole is, that 
the public m France has obtained tlnee capital points, 1 besides 
several of an mfeiior nature 1st, Theie is an end to the excep- 
tions in favour of the nobility and cleigy, v Inch disginced every 
attempt at an equitable system of taxation, and mil produce imme- 
diately above fifty millions additional revenue 2nd, Piovmcial 
administrations' aie immediately to take place upon the most 
equitable plan possible, originally proposed by Mr Turgot, 2 vlneh 
if suffered to take root, must very shortly altci the ■whole natuie 
of the French Government Sidly, Their accounts are to be made 
up annually and published Besides this, the Aichbishop of Tou- 
louse 3 is declared minister, with gi eater powers than the King has 
hitherto given I lenew a little of lnm when I was at Pans, and 
if he does not strangely alter, which men sometimes do upon 
getting into powei, he wall not want citliei for foice of chaiacter 
or good intention I mean by the last, principles wdnch tend to 
promote peace abioad, and civil and commercial liberty at home. 
But I am taking up too much of your time, who have anothei 
world of youi own to govern We have not heaid so much of yom* 


9 Dues and Pairs, 8 Mnrdolmuv, 8 Conseil- 
lers d’Etnt, and 11 Prelates The statement 
M de Calonnc submitted to them was less 
unfavourable than Lord Lansdowne’s calcula- 
tion, as he reckoned the annual deficit only 
at 115,000,000 litres (4,600,000/ ) and the 
sums anticipated at 175,000,000(7,000,000/ ) 
He proposed to abolish the exclusive privi- 
leges of the nobility and clergy, and to aug- 
ment the stamp duties The opposition to 
his plan was, however, too powerful, and in 
May, 1787, he was replaced by the Arch- 
bishop of Toulouse He left France almost 
immediately, and did not return till a few 
weeks before lus death 

1 Of these three anticipated benefits the 
first only was realised, and that in spito of 
the Parliament of” Paris, who refused to re- 
gister the edict, which was accordingly done 
in a Lit de Justice, Aug 6, 1787 But so 
violent was the feeling against it among all 
the privileged classes, including the magis- 
tracy, that it was rescinded Nov 24 fol- 
lowing 


- Anne Robert Jacques Turgot, Baron de 
PAulnc, descended from an old fnmille do 
robe, b May 10, 1727, d March 20, 1781 , 
unmarried After filling vnnous offices, 
among them that of Ministro de la Marino 
for a short time, he was made Conti ollem- 
General des Finances, Aug 1774 He was 
a mere theorist, and one of his schemes for 
regulating the price of coni, and its removal 
from one province to another, occasioned 
serious nots m May, 1775, and was a princi- 
pal cause of his dismissal the following year 
3 Etienne Charles Lomerue de Bnenne, 
sprung from an lllustnous family, afterwards 
Archbishop of Sens, and a Cardinal , b 1727, 
d Feb 16, 1794, at Sens, the day after he 
had been arrested for the second time Lord 
Lansdowne’s expectations, however justified 
by his previous conduct, were totally disap- 
pointed, for during his short official career, 
from May, 1787, to Aug 1788, the Arch- 
bishop displayed singular presumption, igno- 
rance, and vacillation He got the nickname 
of Cardinal de l’lgnominie (Lomerue) 
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Lordship as wo shall probably in the succeeding Beamons. It gnvo 
mo very particular satisfaction, as a friend and sincere well-wisher 
to your administration to see your resumption of privileges bo 
unaccountably granted to the French subjects 1 withm Calcutta 
persuaded as I am that you are too wise to be led into the other 
extreme, bo os to affect that general liberty of commerce which was 
expressly stipulated and acknowledged at the peace, and, if it was 
not, is bq indispensable to allay the jealouaiefl which prevail over 
Europe of our power in India. 

I am particularly obliged to your Lordship for the grncions 
assurance* you have given Fombelle of your protection. I am 
persnadod that you will find bun always honourable, diligent and 
well disposed , as to his abilities, you are much better able to judge 
of them than I am. 

Lady lAinsdowno,* who has been playing upon the harpsichord 
while I have been writing, stops to desire that you will accept her 
best compliments and I hope I need not trouble you with many 
professions, to assure you of the pleasure I have in whatever con 
tributes to your consideration. j ^ 

Lansoownb. 

Hkjiit Hox Hesby Dustus to Eabl Corhwallis. 

UtoUMor July 23 1787 pLalr*i Ttb 10 1788 }-Set An<wlk, l»o. 18 

Lieut -Colosel Catucabx to Earl Comwallis. 

IWhed Feb. 19 178S.J 

Mv DEAK LoHD L®icn, Jol y 27 1 87 

I did mysolf the honour of writing to you from St Helena, 
on toy passago to Europo. 

Many ovonta have taken placo since that period, but not tho 
one winch I had most at heart — tho settlement of a treaty with 
Trance rclatlvo to Indio, taking for its basis the Mauritius Con 
v cation.* 

There are differences of opinion upon this complicated subject, 
and it remains to l>o seen whether our GoTemmont can induce tho 
French Ministry to acccdo to an interpretation of tho treaty of 
\ crsailles, in terms more favourable to us than thoso provisionally 
agreed upon at Mauritius. 

1 Th* CoiTrtrtioo with Frtrxr Tjrd it * Tt* (WrnmKOt dH t>d cotxtjr Im t tlo- 
th* )l*arili t, h*i tlrreJy bmt ro«itic«vi n#I CdLcirt * rlnr*. S-» Ltler fr»w Mr 

L*u!n, 2*1 wJCtrfLorJ L*e*inn>«, d*a. Ihjtxlw, 3 1 87 frw* Swrrt Cc*»* 
•f J-K*. I t U«I W Upffr Ok *<7 i b. )L,r 6, mittfr h*r T, ITS" 

1 \J. I 7 I7e3 j «. J \f ID I*fp 
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I lrave had occasion, though not officially, to pci me yonr Lord- 
ship’s despatches upon this subject, and hnic piouously cxpiessed 
m 3 ' mmd to Mi Dundns lelatnc to the Ficnch affnns, after bemg 
possessed of his opinions and those transmitted bj > our Loidship 

It lias m fact been the umfoim policy of oui Go\cininonts, at 
home and abroad to aim at the dcpiession of the Ficnch influence 
in India the diileienccs of opinion have been os to the mode of 
that dcpiession, and it Mill not be surpn<ungto youi Lordship, that 
my mipression is, that the news and mode of management of the 
Bengal Government with regard to tho French, at the period when 
I undertook to negotiate Mitli the French Govemoi-Gencral under 
their instructions, Mere calculated to make the most of the situation 
in which Great Britain is placed by the treaty of Yeisailles. My 
connexion with these affairs diaus now, I* am not soiry to peiceive, 
to a conclusion 

Having been liouomed Math your Loidslnp’s countenance in the 
military line Horn my first commg into the army, I looked forwnid 
with pleasure to the prospect of serving on the Staff m India 
undei your command 

The embassy to Pekm 1 on Minch it is proposed to depute me, 
draws me from that lnie, but it continues me under yoiu instruc- 
tions, and it Mill be my endeavour, by acting zealously up to 
them, to ment a continuance of your support 

Mr Dundas informs me that ho had by this despatch detailed 
his vievs relative to the Chinese embassy, and that he has men- 
tioned my change of appomtment to youi Loidslnp 

I have, dre , 

Charles Cathoart 

Right Hon Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private] Received Feb 19,1788 

My DEAR Lord, Wimbledon, July 29, 1787 

In youi letter of the 24th August you expiess a, 
wish that an allowance was made to Mr Shore for his expenses, as 
his salary did not commence till December I think the suggestion 
most reasonable, but as it has not come to the Court of Directors 
in any shape from yourself, I cannot officially order it, but I have 
mentioned it to the chairmen , 2 and I should hope they will prevail 
with their brethien to do it If they should not, recommend it m 

1 Colonel Cathcart’s death put an end untol Lord Macartney was sent there in 
to the intended embassy to Pekin, and 1792 

foi vanous reasons the plan was diopped 2 The Com t voted n sum of 1000/ 
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the first public despatches you send home, and I shall tako care it 
is done. 

In yonr letter of the 17th September you mention the scrapo 
we had got into in the proffered force to the Marnttas. I do not 
know whether to express my disapprobation of it meet in the 
original idea of it, or m the execution of the idea. Bnt it is need 
less to enlarge on that subject, as yon have smce had occasion to 
learn how our ideas coincided on that business, and how much we 
approve of the manner we ore extricated from it 

I atteiid to what yon say about the German troops, but you 
know that is a delicate subject My ideas as to the other European 
force are detailed in a letter I wrote to you a few days ago. Since 
I wrote that letter I have received yours of the 18th February last, 
in which you have conceived doubts as to the army being King t 
troops and that yon mean to send me your reasons. You may 
believe I shall examine any ideas you transmit to me with a very 
partial attention at the same time I confess the plan I linvo 
suggested is a favounto child and do not bo surprised if I am loth 
to give it up but I shall not urge to carry it further than the 
three regiments I have mentioned m my letter till I hoar further 
from you. I am the more sanguine m thmkmg you will bo dis- 
posed to adopt my ideas on the subject, by observing that yon 
mention two conditions as requisite to attend any other plan ono 
is, that tho Company shall be furnished with better powers of 
recruiti ng the other is, that they all, I mean the Company s 
officers, rank with the Kings troops according to seniority of com 
mission. As to tho first of theso conditions, I do not believe wo 
could over got tho better of the grumbling of the army upon that 
idea, if it was proposed and as to the second, I do not bobovo 
Ills Majesty would over be brought to yiold up tho notion of lus 
commission having a pro-eminence over ono flowing from a com 
mercial body of bis own subjects. I think my plan obviates nil 
tho difficulties. Besides, my dear Lord you will bo so good at to 
recollect that tho Charter of tho East Indio Company is within o 
fow years of expiring and in whosever hands tho Government of 
this country may then bo, I do not bcliovo tiro Excctihvo Govern- 
ment in India will bo left on tho footing it now is, and in all our 
arrangements wo must linvo a view to tliat consideration. 

Stables 1 is arrived. I introduced him at Court, where your elm 
racier of him secured him a rerj gracious reception. Mr l*itt and 
I for tho samo reason liavo shown him over} mark of attention, 

la a Mltr 1 M Pc&Lu, Jja. II 178 Lord Cora aJlU mj fuMrt he*: 
j f tl kon-k^W.” 
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I have resolved to piesent none of those who leturn from India, at 
Court, unless they are recommended to me by you 

I am exceedingly pleased with youi exertions to destroy the 
frauds of the Board of Trade Any alteration you suggest m the 
mode of paying them, will instantly be attended to by the Court of 
Directois , but you will recollect that it is a business m which we 
do not control them , but they aie very much disposed to show 
every mark of attention to your suggestions, for you aie a great 
favourite with them 

By your lettei of the 18th Febmary, I learn youn deas with 
regard to the country of Oude, and I am much pleased with the 
prospect you hold out, with regaid to the future arrangement of 
that unfortunate and depiessed country I am much flatteied by 
what you say of youi opinion, that the country ought to be defended 
by us, for it has always been my opinion it should be so, as much 
as the countries of Arcot or Tanjore , but after the recent anange- 
ment made by Mi Hastings, I did not feel bold enough to bring 
forward a new system upon my own judgment , but go as far as 
you please on that principle, and you are sure of the support of my 
opinion. . . 

Out of delicacy to Lord Sydney, the alteiation m the con- 
stitution of the India Boaid was not made as intended, last winter, 
but certainly will in the couise of next Lord Sydney nevei 
attends, nor reads or signs a paper , but still I do not think he 
likes to see the busmess so exclusively m my hands as the head 
of the Board. Mr Pitt is a real active member of the Boaid, and 
makes hrmself thoioughly master of the busmess Remember me 
kindly to Ross, and Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas 

Right Hon William Pitt to Earl Cornwallis 
[Secret] Received Feb 19,1788 

Mv DEAR Lord, Downing Street, Aug 2, 1787 

I think it material as speedily as possible, to apprize your 
Lordship confidentially of some circumstances which have lately 
arisen, in consequence of the state of affairs m the United Pro- 
vinces, which may possibly, though I think not probably, lead to 
serious consequences 

The measures which have been long pursuing at the instigation 
of Fiance, to abridge the most important lights of the Stadtholdei, 
if not to deprive him altogethei of his office, and to change in 
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many essential porta the constitution of the Republic, have gra 
dually excited a spirit of reel stance in the majority of the pro- 
vinces , and the situation grew bo critical towards the beginning of 
this summer that it seemed probable that the contest would bo 
decided by the sword. 

It was impossible for the Ministers of this country to bo in 
different to the event, as the success of the French party could 
hardly fail to render the Republic bo dependent on France, os to 
giro that Court the absolute disposal of its forces and resources. 
From the maritime strength which it might at least be made 
capable of exerting (when acting under the direction of France, 
who would naturally turn everything to that object) from its local 
position, and particularly from that of its dependencies in India, 
I need not point out to your Lordship how much this country 
would have to apprehend from such ail event, in any war m which 
vo may be hereafter engaged. 

The prospect was tho more alarming, os France gavo open 
encouragement to her friends in Holland and there was ovcm an 
nppeornneo that if they were too weak to carry the point them 
solvoe, uho would support them by force. At the same timo the 
extreme disorder of the French finances (which tho proceedings of 
tho Notables had disclosed to tho world), and the unsettled state of 
thoir Government smeo the death of Monaiour de Yorgennofl, mo do 
it very improbable that they would hazard a step wluoh might 
tend to commit them with other Powers. In this situation tlw 
King s Minister 1 at tho Hagne (who had been long endeavouring to 
efface tbo impressions of resentment towards England, and to roviro 
tho old system and disposition) was instructed to hold such n 
language, as without pledging this country might at least mark 
tho intorcst wo took in what was passing, and show n disposition 
to mtcrpoeo if our protection should bo called for, to counteract 
any open attompt from Franco and if tho oxortlons of tho woll 
disposed party in tho Republic, as woll as tlio conduct of other 
Powers in Earopo should afford a prospect of our doing it with offeef 
Tho French Coart grew uneasy ot these symptoms, and through 
tho Dnko of Dorset* and Mr Ldon, began a com mum cation on tho 
stato of affairs in Holland, in conscqucnco of which a good deal of 
explanation has passed bnt which has not yet brought things to 

* Sir Jim** Uirrlc Air Lentil w «1 T'trlt fnm EVc. 1 M to 

* J*ba I tdrrick, 3rd Dot* of Por*^ Jon- I7£K> tod Lent *[* «r«xd frwn Ort. 

KU tb. Mini I 1 Ij, A J«lf IB 1 SO i 1 80 to 1 L. I7Wi MJ fir W fmo 
to J-in. 4 1 £K\ AnMb IXam, Am. of Hr 31 r I CS Oil 4* i*om* * r*rr Jn. ^ 
(.Turin C •{*- lUrt (t]u' I7Gt HI «LI«win April llifW, 

•I tbo d fr»ra F t. ITfi to \p«il, 17SI| rely E*ri UTillirortlj. 
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am* derided pond They have exploded n Miongwish llmt iho 
disputes m the Kopnblio should In' amienbh settled : lmx e dis- 
claimed am idea of aiming to dodioy llio powri of tlie Sladt- 
lioldor. though their gonoril lamrnngo ^ooins still to point to a 
diminution of his power and mlhtcnro, and they lime declaied a 
readiness to net m a mediation loudly with tins eountiy. if it is 
desired hv the States-Ooneial But it has not yet been aseci tamed 
whether the two Omuls can ngioo upon such principles, ns make it 
probable that such a loiiit mediation should amwei any good 
purpose In the mean time they eoneened, 01 affected to conconc, 
a jealousy of what they called a lineal armament here, which how- 
ever was m fact only pieparmg a small detachment of om gnnid- 
ships to exercise 111 the Channel, without any addition to 0111 peace 
establishment , a measure which has been often taken 111 time of 
piofmmd pcac e, though it ccitand) was foic'-cdh that it might excite 
attention 111 the present moment 

They 111 consequence, gaic mder-Moi some prepaiations in their 
ports, and the} lm\e talked ofdiawmg togethci a eoips oftioojis 
at Gnet, near the fiontieis of the Republic Mutual explanations 
ha\e taken place and strong professions of pacific and fnendly 
sentiments, but m the midst of these a sci ions degree of jealousy 
lias been excited, and then assurances respecting their picpmations 
lin\c upon the whole been so \aguc, that, we lmie just now found 
it necessary to pi ess for a full eclnncissemcnt , and if that is not 
satisfactory, we shall he undei the necessity of immediately making 
e\ ery exertion to put ouisehcs m a state of action. The idea of 
inviting a joint mediation, and perhaps including m it the Fmpeior 
and the King of Prussia, has been suggested, and m pait pioceeded 
upon in Holland, but both paities seem in a gicat degieo waiting 
the effect of tlie explanation between this country and Fiance The 
King of Prussia, who began Ins reign by showing a strong disposi- 
tion to support the mteiests of Ins sister and the House of Change, 
but who soon after abandoned them, and seemed to have given 
himself up to the dnection of France, has apparently lesumed Ins 
first sentiments, m consequence of an affront lately put on the 
Princess of Oiange, who was detained by a military foice (undei 
the orders of the Pi 0 vine e of Holland) as she w as on hei way to 
the Hague, and aftei some confinement obliged to letuin to Ni- 
meguen. He has demanded lepaiation, and to enfoice Ins demand 
has oideied a staong body of tioops to maieh JBy the language of 
Ins ministers, there seems room to hope that he will not content 
lnmself with reparation only foi this peisonal msult, hut will 
endeavour to maintain the just lights of the Stadtholder, and 
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with them the constitution and independence of the Republic. 
From his former conduct however, this cannot yet be wholly de- 
pended upon. The Emperor s attention seems chiefly taken up by 
the state of the Netherlands, which his attempts to new model the 
Government have brought to the verge of an insurrection. There is 
reason however to think that he is rather favourably disposed to 
the Prince of Orange possibly too, that he has some suspicion of 
France fomenting the disorders in Ins own dominions, and therefore 
feels the more the interest which he natural!) has m the fato of tho 
United Provinces. Your Lordship will see by what I have written 
how much everything is at this moment m suspense , but from the 
instructions which have been sent to Pans and to the Hague, os 
well os to Berlin and Vienna, much of our uncertainty must be 
cleared up m a very short time. Our great object is to prevent 
France from taking steps to carry her point in Holland by force. 
In doing this we wish to avoid as much os possible the risk of a 
rapture and if there is a fair opening to terminate the disputes in 
the Republic safoly and honourably by a joint mediation we shall 
eagerly embrace it I am much inclined to behove this will be tho 
issue, os I am persuaded that France is neither inclined to extre- 
mities, nor prepared for them and if the Emperor and the King of 
Prussia respectively take tho line which may be expected, there 
can hardly be a doubt of everything ondrng quietly and success- 
fully It is, however always possiblo that things may tnko a con 
trary turn and I have troubled you with this long dotail that you 
may see, as accurately as I can stnto it, tho nature of our situation, 
and may bo prepared for any contingency Tho sentiment of 
security and confidence which I haio long felt from tho interests 
of this country in India being under your Lordship s direction is a 
source of peculiar satisfaction at this moment 1 trust tho effects 
of your administration havo already been sucli, that wo havo 
nothing to fear for tlioso possessions in tho ovont of a war Bombay 
is tho only point for wliich there has appeared cause to bo anxious, 
and measures liavo been taken, winch Air Hnndos lias I know 
explained to you and on winch you will also hear from tho Secre- 
tary at "War winch I liopo will bo effectual and in tirao As to 
tlw rest it is enough to put you in jK^scauou of tho fuels I havo 
tainted. Tho further measures of precaution or tho means of 
M acting if neec*«arv against tho French possessions in India, will 
? occur to vour Lordship mncli better tlian tlio) can to any one c!<e 
'Tho only point to which I wish more particularly to call your 
attention istlrnt if things unfortunate!) should come tocitnmitlcs 
no slrnll be engnged in n contest in which Irnnco will prolvt! h 
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for a < imo lmvc Iho support oftbo piovmcc ofTTolland. and pci haps 
that of Groningen and O\onssol ; while wo shall luno on our side 
the 1 dimming provinces making the majority of the Statcs- 
Gonornl In tins ‘situation, the fir'd struggle will actual!} be for 
the foreign dependencies of the Ilepuhhc , and if at the outset of a 
war we could get po^e^ion of the Cape and Tnncoinalc, it would 
go further than anything else to decide the fate of the contest 
We should certain!} be justified m taking possession of these posts 
on belulf of the majority of the States, and to scomo them against 
France It is thciefoie much to he wished that on the first news ' 
of hostilities }ou should find the means of striking a blow at Tim- j 
conmle If anything can he tried against the Cape, it must of f 
course be from bonce I need hnidly add, that all possible cnio 
shall be taken to gne jour Loidslup the earliest intelligence ofllie 
trim affairs mar take. 1 shall not take up jour time by dwelling 
on other subjects, as Mr Dundns I know, wntes fully on erery 
point, and Ins letters come} my sentiments ns well ns Ins own 
I will only add, that the mensmes which we lmvc taken for 
reheung jou from the difficulties m points of finance, will certainly 
(in case of such cients ns this letter points to) bring a gieat bmden 
upon us at home, while the resources winch ought to support it 
must be necessarily m a great degree directed to carry on the 
operations of a war. But cron m tins case, I shall only feel more 
convinced of the necessity of the measure, and the public must at 
all events make such exeitions ns may then be necessary, to enable 
the Company to fulfil its engagements 

The rigour winch I pcisuadc myself will bo gnen to your opera- 
tions m India, will more than repay whatever it may cost us. 

Believe me to be, &c., 

' W. Pitt 

Right Hon Henry Dun das to Earl Cornwallis 
[Pnvite ] Received Feb 19, 1788 

My deaji Lord, Aug 3, i?87 

Whether Sir John Macplierson means to return to Calcutta 
01 to come home, is as much a mystery here as it is with you 
His friends give out that he does not come home , but others say 
that he will he decided by the circumstance of whether he is 
pressed to return by the Government at home , and that he will 
remam at the Cape till he receives letters horn tins I am rathei of 
this last opinion, from the warm solicitations I have received from Ins 
connexions m this country, to write to him expiessmg great hope that 
VOL 1 z 
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Government is not to be deprived of his assistance, and expressing 
great approbation of bis past conduct. The request is bo odd a one, 
it must mean more than it states, and therefore I have refused 
to comply with it I have always given approbation to his conduct 
when he deserves it, and yon recollect that m order to take off anv 
appearance of disatiafaction with his conduct, the baronetage was 
bestowed on him, when you was appointed Governor-General hut 
the fact is. Sir John and lus friends seem bo determined to hold up 
his merits and pretensions beyond all bounds, I find it necessary to 
be silent on the subject I need not have said so much for I 
send you enclosed the correspondence 1 I have lately had on the 
subject. Tours, 

Hknby Dchdas. 


Rkuit Hon Beset Dusdab to F.ari. Coo-twallo. 


[Swrtt.] R«rfT*d 1® 1788 

My deaii Lord Lwko, Aog a, i7B7 

I trust our negotiation with Franco on tho subject of India 
is near a close Tho next despatches will explain to yon distmctl) 
how it is concluded. We thought it beat to give a mature and 
final consideration to the subject, and to resolvo on our ultimatum 
and accordingly tho on closed projoct of a treaty in explanation of 
tho 18th Article of tho Treaty of Pence, is to bo offered to tho 
French Ministers for their signature , if thoy agreo it will bo sent 
out to you m form,* to bo tho gtudo of your conduct with them. 
It i3 our determination, if tho French will not agreo to tho Treaty 
now offered, to toko no farther notico of them but to turn tho 
Treaty into the form of Instructions to you, that you may declare 
void tho Convention at tho Mauritius, and act upon tho Instructions 
tlien to bo givon you, as tho rulo of conduct in transacting with 
tho agents of Franco in India. And if thoy chooso to complain, 
wo will avow tho act and wholo lino of conduct and stand to tho 

• Tb* coTTWfoodrtM b my rolcmlooc* raj A Uyal tb*y ctuiMjnJ fir Jokn 

rod Dot «Htl print!*- fir J Jbrpbmoo » had boVn tb» frntfjt jnodmUo* I* lot 

frW-tvli mkuTorrr'l to jhow tbit tb* »p- pollbWo- tbb Ciri nrl bb 

|«hjt»rot of LotJ ConwiHh ** Orrrroor rigfcU. hot lb*y btim»ti-J that ■ Lirp» 
(kcml vm UUftl, fammach *» by tb« 13th prr-o alary comp- nu tixi ml -tt lad or* him to 

U«. JU. V-lr 3tfc* VO* Ck- vatot riilrnt. ilr THrodu, V* bV 

▼ rcor-OrTKnl, L>1 ■ rl^bt to wAl th* fcfEfo nun* tsA tbit if Mr Pitt, totally 
Cj r fir* j ran, mJ ni IrrrmowU* ticrj t dl tnl IW» Arnu&l*, irvl ihrLord t btf 
foo fwf *f ttbw®Joct. Tbry mil £*■ kil m f^tuubdlo* In U* or jtatlce 
bvl olta hfd •j'lokriii la F o-il icp- 1 Tb* t rr» t r iHxd by Mr EJtu wd 

l r bl b inlhentW »t loro* to tbit lb* C*rot* 6* ifootmotl A 31 iKirly 1* 

tkrt; tb*y tbit Lord Comnlttj tb* tom j+»frf*cd. TK* on lb( 

»ii » irr thlt rrrry art ke kit prrf jrmr I rntprt WT my i **d Ml bvUmtl*» 
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consequence* Tins w nil (lint is ncoes*nr> fo Double }ou with nt 

pioont . the nc\l despatch will ho conclusive on tin* subject. 

Mr Pitt propose* to wide to )ou this day upon the general 

state of this countiv with repaid to its European neighbours If 

thev do not end as tliov ought, the effect* of them will very soon 

find their wav to the territories under a out administration. 

0 • 

I lcmnin, Are , 

III xr\ Dund\s. 


ltioiiT Ho*. Wimiam Put to Kuti Coi:nuaiiis. 
[Seen I 3 Ilecux i'll 1 ill 10, 1788 


My DEAR Loud, Downing Mrrct, Aug 28, 1787 

I send b\ this convc) mice, n duplicate of a lettei addressed 
to you by the * hanger ’ ] in elect, Since that tune no dceisne turn 
has been given to the situation of affairs The idea of a media- 
tion m the United Frounces, though proposed some time ago by 
Holland, and approved bv the fotn FroMiices m the opposite 
interest, has not )et been determined upon. It is delayed by Gio- 
niugen and Ovcr\**cl. and pci Imps now sceictly discouraged by 
France, who finds the present moment unfavourable to any settle- 
ment consistent with her views, and wishes probably to gam time. 
The most explicit assurances have been given us by France m 
answer to our mquincs respecting naval preparations , and vve have 
not hitherto found it necessary to go further than the equipment 
mentioned m my former letter. The camp at Givet lias not yet 
taken place, but it probably may in a very shoit time, m con- 
sequence of the assemblage of Piussian troops at AYesel, which 
France lias m vain endeavoured to pie vail upon the King of 
Prussia to countermand, and which will probably have taken effect 
by the fust week m September. Holland still peisists m not 
giving the King of Prussia the reparation 1 which he lequnes, and 
he will most likely employ his army to enforce it In the mean 
time the mternal violence m the Kepublic increases, and makes it 
difficult to judge what is likely to be the issue Possibly till the • 
personal reparation to the King of Prussia is adjusted, no effectual 
step can be taken towards the general settlement of the disputes 
But as he is now fully disposed to co-operate m effecting such a 

1 For the arrest of lus sister, the Princess they encountered was at Amsterdam, which 
of Orange, at Schonhoven He sent an was veiy soon obliged to submit The Prince 
army of 30,000 men, under the Dnkc of of Orange was restored to all Ins rights, and 
Brunswick, into the United Provinces, which indeed to more power than he had previously 
overran the whole country m a few days, enjoyed See Lord Malmesbury’s Corre- 
with scarcely any loss The only opposition spondence 

Z 2 
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settlement on terms perfectly conformable to crar wiahce, and as the 
increasing embarrassment in France (from the state of her finances, 
and the resistance of the Parliament to the proposed taxes) renders 
her open interference more and more difficult, thore seems reason 
on the whole to hope for a favourable termination of the business. 
Every degree of precaution on our part is however still noetwory 
Tho orders from tho Secretary at War for sending a regiment 
to Bombay which I alluded to m my former letter are sent by 
this conveyance We are extremely anxious for their speedy 
execution. j nm > &c. 

W Pitt 

Rim. OoUHWilXJB TO THE CcrUET Of DmiOTOES. 

HONOURABLE Sinfl, CalentO, U«n± 3 . 1780 

You will receivo with a letter on the subject from 
tho Board, the draft of an Act of Parliament for giving this 
Government more extemnvo powers to enforco good ordor m tho 
police 1 of this city As tho credit of your Government and tho 
interests of humanity and justice call loudly far tho measure, I am 
perroaded that yon will be inclined to give it your utmost support 
and assistance, and it will no doubt givo yon satisfaction to know 
that the principles of those propositions havo been examined and 
discussed with great deliberation at several meetings of the 
Members of Government and Judges of the Supremo Court of 
Judicature, and that in tho adjustment of ovory joint, there was 
tho most perfect unanimity j am> 

Cornwallis. 

Einii Co mm - alus to tub Court or DmEcroas. 

ftK Mott 3, 1783 — S« Apfolk, Le. 19 

EiSL COBXWALUJ TO THE RlOITT IION WjLLlAV PfTT 
[THmcJ 

* Dear Sib, c*Jeutu, «*rtt e ns* 

Tho conduct of administration in regard to tho nflhirs of 
Holland, must bo applauded bj ovory man who lias any regard 
for tho honour and prosperity of Britain. 

It garo mo great satisfaction to see, that instead of going to 
Franco with representations and complaints, yon began by speaking 

* ThU »u tlwr fir»t *trp bnrirdt auTjinjf *ot tb* ttCjckh la tlx Jwtlc* rrtrm, « Vkl* 

1 or«« >Hm »OrrwMJ rCrctfL 
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a intrnlv language to the Dutch, and forced the French Court to 
commence the negotiation upon that subject by making nd\nnees 
to ) Oil. 

The absolute ascendancy in Holland is so impoitnnt an object 
to Fiance, and it is so nccos^niy for our interest, to pi event hei 
obtaining it, that I conceive nothing but hei po\erty and intestine 
divisions can po^ibly pi event a war 

I ^ec however with gicat pleasure, that the political state of 
Europe is much changed in 0111 fa\our. since I had a commission in 
the diplomatic line m 37 83, and I think that upon tho whole )OU 
will be of opinion, that things m this country hear as fa\ourahlo an 
appearance as could reasonably ho expected The northern powers 
of ILndostan, i educed to the most wi etched and contemptiblo state 
by their continual dissensions, fear us and court om piotection. 
The Foonah iffnrnltas mvito us to an offensive and defensive 
alliance and I luue reason to believe that by pajing foi Ihem, I 
could obtain a body of cavalry from the Ka]nh of Berar. The 
reports of Tippoo’s intended jm nsion, hnv c put Sir A Campbell m 
a state of great pieparation m tho Carnatic, and by sending a 
regiment, and above all by appointing General Medows to tho 
Government, you have not only removed our nppi ehensions but 
have made us respectable at Bombay. In case of a wai I think it 
totally unnecessary to point out to you how r we should bo assisted, 
because I feel peifectly confident you wall endeavour to pioportion 
your support, to the European force that is likely to be employed 
against us lam, &c, 

Cornwallis. 

It has been already mentioned, that among other subjects 
vvlucli had been discussed between Lord Cornwallis and the Go- 
vernment before he left England, w r ns the position of the King’s 
and Company’s European tioops One long paper was tiansmitted 
to him bom Sir George Yonge m April, 1780, ti eating the con- 
solidation of the two armies, as a matter almost determined upon, 
unless unfoieseen difficulties should arise, but leaving the settle- 
ment of details to Lord Cornwallis The King’s troops in India 
consisted at that time, of one regiment of cavalry, 407 — and five 
regiments of infantry, 5500 strong (on paper), the whole of which 
could not furniBli moie than 5000 effectives The Company’s 
European troops were nominally 6000 — and how inefficient they 
were, may be gathered from several of Lord Cornwallis’s despatches 
The whole force, European and Native, was estimated at about 
70,000, exclusive of the Native troops of the Bombay Presidency 



842 


LORD OORNWALLia 


Chap X, 


In July 1787, Sir George Yonge wrote again at much greater 
length, enclosing two papers. One was a copy of hia own report to 
the King both on the augmentation of the establishment of King s 
troops to 15 000 and on the consolidation of all the European 
troops into one service. The other contained His Majesty s final 
decision approving of the plan, and directing it to be considered m 
Cabinet. The measure was however never earned mto execution. 
When the four new Kings regiments were sent to India, the 
Company b officers, both from sepoy and European corps, were 
allowed to enter them as part of the original establishment, but 
very few availed themselves of this permission. 

Daring his homeward passage m 1708, Lord Cornwallis wrote a 
long paper embodying the opinions which after eight years expe- 
rience, he had formed on this subject. The substance of this paper 
will be found m its proper place. 

Meuorakmjm et 31b. Dirtnus. 

The inconveniences of iho military forco in India being upon 
sopamto establishments are obvious, and need not be detailed. 

Assuming therefore that the wholo of it should bo consolidated 
into one body and in tho hands of His Majesty it is to bo con 
sidered in what manner this object can be best accomplished. 

Against any plan to effcctuato this, considerable difficulties 
must bo expected to occur 

Firit Tho gcnornl clamour of a danger to arise from a great 
additional patronago being given to tho Crown. 

Secondly Tho exertions of the Directors of the East India 
Company to preserve to themselves the eicrcteo of a 
patronago beneficial to themsolves find thorn connexions. 

Latfly The injustice which from thence will accruo to tlio 
officers of tho troops belonging to tho East India Com 
pany by having n now establishment instituted in their 
room and it will with considerable force bo contended 
tlmt there are many valuable off! cere among them who, 
with great gnllantry and exertions, during two succcssiro 
wars, havo maintained tho defence of tho British posses- 
sions in India, and ought not therefore to bo sacrificed 
to any now system of policy bowovor plausiblo in its 
statement 

Tho frtl of there objections is to bo obviated, by admitting the 
fact, bat denying tho conclusion. It is true there will !w more 
military jiromotion In tho distribution of tlio King but if those 
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liulian possessions nrc nt nil to bo retained, it can only be by a 
lareo European ioree. to be recruited from the subjects of ibis 
count rv to be regulated in its operations by the f»o\ eminent of tlio 
eountn.nnd to act in conceit with the general stienglli of the 
empire Under those circumstances, it is a solecism to suppose it 
can ho with propnety placed nmwhcic but in the bands of the first 
c\ecuti\c magistrate of the state And ns to dnngei altemhng the 
additional patronage, it will not appeal Aery formidable, when it is 
recollected that the scene of its opeiation is at, the distance of India, 
and m a climate, where scarce nnv lcwnids can comjicnsnto the 
1 isles to be run and the sen ices to be performed 

The second mnv, and no doubt will, be acted upon ns a secret 
motne of conduct in the minds of the Direct ois of the East India 
Company, blit it cannot be n\owed ns a giound of public opposi- 
tion And it rests on pictcnsions so unfounded, so unpopular, and 
so corrupt, tlicio can be no difficulty m eountcincting an) effects it 
may produce 

The thud objection would be irresistible if the foundation of it 
could not be remoied It occurs clearly to mo that it can, by 
means undoubtedly within Ills Mnjcstv’s own powei, and which if 
applied, wall not only ver} speedily accomplish the ultimate object 
in Anew, but do it, m a mnnnci highly grateful to the offieeis of tho 
Indian aimy ; and besides the attainment of the ultimate object, 
they wall, m their execution, be attended with othei collateral 
advantages, both of popularity and public utility 

Viewing the state of India, as well in relation to its own 
internal defence, as watli a new T of acting from it by military 
operations agamst our enemies m cases of disturbances m Emope, 
I am convinced that an addition of at least foui or five thousand 
Europeans to the present estahhslnnent in India is highly expe- 
dient, and indeed necessary to create a feelmg of perfect security 
I am ready to detail my reasons for the present I assume the 
proposition. 

If it be true that the military foice of India should be m the 
hands of the Crown, it would be preposterous to make immediate 
further additions to the European strength of the army, without 
keeping that proposition m view and acting upon it. 

As the commencement of it, I take the liberty of suggest mg 
that the officers of the tw'o old regiments now in India should be 
immediately lecalled, and new corps of officers appointed by His 
Majesty to command those regiments, to be called tbe 74th and 
75th regiments 

These officers to be selected paitly fiom the half-pay list of the 
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Kings army and partly from the supernumerary officers m £he 
service of the East India Company 

If this measure is adopted, the advantages resulting from it ore 
m my opinion undoubted. In the first place it Trill lay the rm me- 
diate foundation for the consolidation of the tiro armies into one. 

Secondly It wiR immediately call into service some of the most 
meritorious officers of both establishments. 

Thirdly It will ease the half pay list at home, and sooner 
relievo the revenues of India from the burthens which retard their 
progress mto the Exchequer of England, where they all ought 
ultimately to find their way 

And lastly It will remove the only real objection to the 
attainment of the important object, which this paper is meant 
to bring under consideration for it will gratify, m place of 
injuring the feelings of the Indian officers. It will promote in 
ploce of hurting their interest To obtam rank in tho King’s 
army is tho groat object of their ambition. They feel themselves, 
not only when cm service, but when they return to this country in 
a stato of degradation from tho want of it Bo mg conferred imme- 
diately and liberally on samo of their most morrtonous officers, tho 
vnlue of that rank will become more enhanced and the conso- 
quonco of tho arrangement suggest od, will undoubtedly bo to create 
a universal desire in the Company s European officers to obtam the 
samo pre-eminence. Tho addition whioh ought to bo made to the 
strength of the European army will givo His Majesty an immodinto 
opportunity of gratifying great nmnbore, by tho appomtmont of 
officers m tho somo manner I have suggested with regard to tho 
two old regiments now m India the transition is then easy to 
adopt tho whole Europoon army in India as tho army of tho King, 
and if tho Directors of tho East India Company should entertain 
a disposition to resist it, tho unpopularity of the resistance in thoir 
own army would dotor thorn from tho attempt 


Eaol Coeswallis to the Rwirr Ho* Sib Geocoe Iojtoe, IUkt JI P 

[TrirmU.] 

DEAJt Sin, CiVntU, March 7 178* 

I had tho pleasure of receiving your pnvnto letter of tho 
2.ith July nnd your secret and confidential despatch by tho 
Ranger packet 

J Iiavo cxpres«cd ray donhts to Mr Dundaj of tho success of 
tho plan for the consol hinted corps. If tho Company lind only a 
European force in this country nothing could bo more easy Bat 
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we have in Bengal only, near four hundred officefs serving with 
the native troops , these aie, in general, the best and most deserving 
officers of the army, they are acquainted with the language, 
maimers, and religious customs of the sepoys, their emoluments 
aie greater than those of the offieeis of the European corps, and it 
is the leward of the best captains and subalterns to be appointed to 
sepoy regiments. 

It is hardly piobable that a captain, who actually has the 
command of a sepoy battalion, or who is likely soon to be promoted 
to it, will choose to become one of the youngest captains m a 
consolidated regiment , and indeed I should think it would be as 
difficult to persuade a Lieutenant-Colonel or an old Major who has 
served m and is well seasoned to the climate, and who may expect 
m five or six years more to be a Colonel with an income of between 
seven and eight thousand pounds a year, to remove to the bottom 
of the long list of Lieutenant-Colonels m the King’s service, where, 
without interest or connexions, he could not expect to get a legi- 
ment m twenty years 

I have promised Mr Dundas to give every possible encourage- 
ment to the tnal, but at the same time I recommended that some 
of the King’s regiments should be sent to India, if it should be 
necessary to increase our European force, before you can hear from 
us how the plan is likely to succeed. j am ^ & c ? 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to C W. Malet, Esq 

SlR, Calcutta, March 10, 1788 

I have received your letter dated 3rd February containing 
an account of your late conferences and communications noth the 
Poonah administration, and I was much pleased with the distinct- 
ness and prudence with which you stated the principles, upon winch 
we were desnous to invite them to a friendly connexion between 
the two Governments 

In the situation in which political affairs then stood, and even 
now, m as far as we have received regulai information, you will 
have little to add m explanation of the principal points which have 
alieady been so frequently discussed between you and the Maratta 
ministers, after you have communicated the substance of my in- 
structions on the subject of their sending a vakeel to England, and 
on the mode of opening a negotiation for the exchange of the 
Island of Salsette, m case the latter pomt shall agam be agitated 
by them 
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I am howdrer in hourly expectation of receiving authentic 
acconnts of some late occurrences in Europe, which may very 
possibly lead to hostilities with France for I find that the French 
ore already informed that the Prussian troops under the Duke of 
Brunswick have entered Holland, and that warlike preparations 
wero making both in England and Franca 

I look upon a rupture with Tippoo as a certain and immediate 
consequence of a war with France, and m that event a vigorous 
co-operation of the Mulattos would certainly be of the utmost rm 
portance to our interests m this country 

I am sensible however from the caution and coldness with 
which they have treated all the qualifications that we have offered, 
m declining to accede to them Bpeciflo propositions, that it will 
require great delicacy of management to obtain that co-operation 
upon terms either creditable or admissible by this Government, 
and in particular that m applying for it the greatest care should 
ho taken not to betray the smallest symptom of apprehension for 
the ultimate event of the expected war 

Our declarations of political principles have been so perfectly 
uniform, that there will be no occasion for any alteration m ycrar 
public language. 

Whilst England is at peace m Europo, and whilst tho powers 
of this country abstain from offering injury to us or to our allies, 
this Government is not at liberty to take any step which might lead 
to hostilities with any of our neighbours. Bnt a war with Franco, 
or a ruptnro with Tippoo, will put it in oar powar to contract such 
alliances os may appear most conducive to our interests. 

Although all objections may bo m that manner removod against 
forming a close connexion with tho Mara tt as, yot m the event of 
a war with Tippoo, citbor as principal or as an ally to tho 1 rcncJj, 
there may ho several points of difficult discussion m arranging 
tho terms of tho ollianco for our mutual assistance. Ton wifi 
therefore in notifying to tho Minister nn> certain accounts that 
)ou may rccoivo of Tippoo s entering into hostilities against ns 
either as an ally to tho French or as principal, confine } ourself 
in tiro first instance to tho snnplo proposition tlrot tllo Mnrattas 
should co-opcmto with us in tho war by availing themselves of that 
opportunity to recover tho countries that they ha\o lost between 
tiro Kistnah and Tnmhnddra and to indaco tho Minister to tale 
an earl) and decided part yira mny declare that wo will engage to 
attack Tippoo both from tiro CnrnaLc, and ofl tho Malabar Coa<t 
and to continno tiro mir until they slmll obtain pfxsewron oftluxo 
countries, or such compensation for them M tlioy shall deem satis 
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factory, provided that they wall also agiee on their pait not to 
make peace with Tippoo w ithout the consent ancl concurrence of 
this Government But on the other hand, you wall also give him 
to understand, that if, wathout stepping foiwaid m a propei time 
as fuends wath effectual assistance, they leave us to ward off the 
dangers of the war with our own forces only, they may probably be 
disappointed if they shall then expect so advantageous stipulations 
foi the Maratta state 

The above w'ould probably be the most convenient principle of 
connexion between the tw o Governments, foi the mutual diversions 
would be extremely advantageous to both parties, and anangements 
foi a junction of forces 01 partition of conquests would be attended 
w r ith much mtiicacy, and might give use to many disputes 

It is however of so much leal importance to oui interests to 
obtain the co-opeiation of the Maiattas m the event of a war with 
Tippoo, that if they are not satisfied with the above pioposition, and 
insist as a condition foi acting, that their army destined to attack 
Tippoo’s northern dominions shall be jomed by a corps of our 
infantry and a tram of artillery, we wall not only consent to that 
stipulation, but even agiee to defray the expense of our owm troops, 
rather than break off the negotiation, which has been already stated 
to you m a formei instruction 

But though this latitude is gi anted to you to prevent the 
delay at critical times which might be occasioned by references 
from you to this Government, I have that confidence m your pru- 
dence and discretion, as to be entnely persuaded that you will 
make no further use of your powers than shall be indispensably 
necessary to accomplish the object of this instruction. 

I have desired Majoi Palmer to state to you m the most par- 
ticular mannei, the substance of everything that passes between 
lum and Scmdia, and mdeed it will be highly requisite that your 
mutual communications should be frequent and full to each other* 
that there may be no diffeience m your public language, and both 
Scmdia and Nana may clearly perceive that the principles of both 
your instructions are exactly the same 

Prom Scmdia’ s expression of his anxious desire to be the 
instrument foi foiming a closer alliance between this Govern m ent 
and the Maratta state, I did not think it prudent to reject the 
chance of that assistance, which his influence with Nana might 
afford to your negotiations, and upon this idea I leplied to his 
proposals m general terms, without authorising him to undertake 
any specific negotiation This I shall leave entirely with you, 
communicating to Major Palmer for his guidance my correspond- 
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ence with yon, and availing myself of Somdrn e disposition and 
inflnence as a uxiliar y only to your negotiations. If Borodin should, 
as he once threw out, prosecute Ins intention of going to Poonah 
in that case Major Palmer will most probably accompany h i m, and 
yon will then be able to consult with him tho means which his con 
nori nns with Scindia may offer to him, for carrying into oiocntion 
the intentions of this Government I 

ComnvALUH. 


Lord Std^et to Kiel CownvAixjs. 

[E*crir«3 U»y 1708.] 

Hy DEAJQ IiOHD Frognmll, Nor 4 1787 

We flatter ourselves that yon will be pleased with tho 
arrangement of the four East India regiments, from the principle 
upon which they are composed, as well as from the number of 
experienced officers of your own acquaintance who will command 
and come out with them* I trust that tho corps in general of tho 
European officers, will see with pleasure the prospect winch opens 
to them for getting open a more desirable footing 

Our Parliament, which wna to have mot on the 15th, is pro- 
rogued to the 27tli* We flatter ourselves that we shall meet with 
a pretty general approbation of the measures of tho summer The 
transactions in Holland 1 are by no moans imint Greeting to your 
part of tho world and tho event of them is liholy to bo of service 
to yon. Tho country in general approves of wliat lias boon dono , 
and yon know that, from tho political opinions in which yon and 
I lift vo boon bred, I must rejoico to see such on unanimity m favour 
of measures wluch tend to put tins country upon its proper footing 
m Europe. 

It gives me great pain indeed to wnto upon so melancholy a 
subject os that of tho unfortunato death of our friend tho Daho of 
Holland, which was owing to Irish lioepltnhty, violent oierewo and 
mismanagement of lumsolf danng lus illness. Ills loss is n public 
one, for ho wns much beloved and respected in Ireland and Lis 
firm aud judicious government lias improved tho stato of that 
country Tho Marquis of Puckinglmm succeeds him. Ho lias left 
tho Duchoss of Rutland, 1 tho Ihiho of lloonfort,* Lord Mansfield 
and Mr Pitt, guardians to his children and executors of Jus wilL 

* TL» BCtw i of tt* fUItboLVr'i p*rtj b. Oct. 16, 1744 d. CM 11 1803 » n. 

1 ltobfU*. I>odx“« of Latlawl, b Aoj 1 2 l V' FJinU-tb. Jtv W Adml r*i tV 

1 ^ t S/yt. 1MI EJwftjd lto«ca«tfl »«1 •/ llojb, lit \ 

* Urtij Stb Dub* tf Ddm/urt, K.Q j lb. 
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Loid Townshend is made a Maiquis, and is exceedingly pleased 
with Ins promotion. Pool Loid Leicester , 1 who has been anxious 
to the greatest degree that Ins father should get this promotion 
before any other person, is now as miserable as possible that he has 
chosen Ins own name foi his new title He has betted himself ill 
with his vexation His reasonings, to one who is not veised m Dug- 
dale and other great authors on heraldiy, are totally unintelligible 
I am truly sorry to read those passages of youi letter which 
relate to Sloper, but as he is leturned, there is no occasion to 
enter on the subject There is no chance of a pension being given 
to Ins Secretary At least I know of no one who would undertake 
that job, or would be likely to succeed m it That given to Sir 
George Staunton 2 was owing to the high favour m which Ins prin- 
cipal stood at that time, and was a most flagrant job indeed. The 
Directors are not pleased with the foui legiments , 3 though they 
did not know how to prevent the raising them, without giving offence 
to their own officers I have prevailed upon them to suffer their 
recruits m futuie to be reviewed by an officer of the Bung’s All 
my family desire to be loudly lemembered to you 

Yours, most affectionately, 

Sydney 

* 


The Duke of Dorset to Earl Cornwallis 

[Received May, 1788 ] 

My DEAE LoED, Pans, Nov 10, 1787 

I cannot omit this opportunity of congratulating you on the 
present prospect of tranquillity which seems to be re-established m 
Europe The French have swallowed the pill very handsomely, and 
from their present internal distress and embarrassment, I do not 
think they will for some tame have leisure to form any piojects to 
interrupt us m any part of our possessions They have certainly for 
a long time looked with a jealous eye towards India, but I trust, 
now that Holland is out of their clutches, their views m that 

1 George Earl of Leicester, so created vp d Jan 14, 1801, m July 22, 1771, Jane, 
May 18, 1784, eldest son of George, 1st dau of Benjamin Collins, Esq, of Melford 
Marquis Townshend, to whose title he sue- His “ principal ” was Lord Macartney, whose 
ceeded Sept. 14, 1807, b Apnl 18, 1755, Secretary he had been during his Governor- 
d July 27, 1811, m Dec 27, 1777, Char- ship at Madras, and with whom he afterwards 
lotte, dau and coheir of Eton Mainwanng, went to China in 1792 His pension was 
Esq , of Rishy Park Captain of the Gentle- 500/ a-year 

men Pensioners from Dec 1783 to Feb 1790, 3 The Court of Directors assented, Oct. 17, 

Master of the Mint to March, 1790, and Post- to this addition of four regiments, hut, Nov 
master-General from July, 1794, to Feh 21, began to complain of the plan Their 
1799 opposition, however, as will be seen m sub- 

s Sir George Leonard Staunton, Barf , so sequent despatches, was unavailing 
created Oct 21, 1785, b April 19, 1737, 
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respect will be given op, and that we shall under your auspices 
long preserve our superiority' The augmentation of European 
troops which yon hare required will alarm them, and 1 nnogmo 
they will immediately increase theirs in proportion. You will know 
all the news from England from different quarters. Mr Pitt has 
gamed himself the greatest credit and honour in the late nogotia 
lions between our respective Courts, and one may say that Old 
England begins to rear up her head ogam. In short nothing can 
equal the distress of France at present it w thought the Purlin 
meat 1 will reeist every loan proposed by Government, and the 
nation will not be at rest till the Etata Gdndraux are assembled. 1 
There scorns no disposition on the part of Europe to meddle with 
the Turkish war though the French are trying to draw off the 
Emperor* from sending further buccoutb to the Empress of Russia. 
The politics of Franco have always been tP support the Tarim, as 
their commerce with the Ottoman Empire is an object of no less 
than sixty millions of llvrce Toumois. j ^ 

DonflET 

I trust you will not be Borry to bear that His 3Iajesty intends 
to bestow on me ono of the vacant Garters. 


Fbom the Seohet CovunTEE to the Q ovhtnor-G eseba l anti Council at 
F our Wi tt. T ill 

D«*Ired H*j 1788, 

Hr Loud E*it Indk Dow, Is 0 r 3, 1-87 

This letter accompanies a convention which, has 
been ogteed upon between His Majesty and tlio Most Christian 
King fortho purpose of explaining and carrying into execution the 
13th Aiticlo of tho Treaty of Peace concluded at "\ orsoilles upon 
tho 8rd of September 1783. 

Upon a perusal of it, you will perceive tlrnt it has greatly 
curtailed tho discussion of tho points ogitoted by tho nogociatfng 
parties at tho Isle of France and total!} omits sorao articles, upon 
which however, it » necessary that von should bo famished with 
oor sentimonts as tho guido of your conduct, 

* Hi* Pwrtmwtit d(J rrfru n*ot to tb* * Frurt £»iW to Lrr l’ 0 * tft* 

lw*i, tb«*dictforWnT»wlBj 4 jO />»0 000 A** trim* tn*t with Irtli* nnta I lb'* 
r*prt*rrJ In £**ne# T«U»li «r IfU I7S9 T>»r* w*« noclol^J 

s °r t| IT 87 to 1790 too* tb* drttk U»* 

* Tb* ArHl d« CwmD f r **Mt»Ub£ tb* Jc*nh. 

Eta* Q£a druu *u poliub*d Atf* 8, 1783 
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treat upon any of those various articles respecting the security 
and collection of those duties, which were the subjoct of so much 
negociataon at Kauri tins. If, at any future period, we shall think 
proper to recur to the exaction of those duties, the system of 
regulations proposed by your own Government in 1784 from 
which many of the articles of tho Provisional Treaty do not 
materially differ, may be resorted to, and appear effectual for their 
objoot 

It only remains to be noticed that the order for not exacting 
the payment of Government Customs extends to those at Mndms 
as well as Bengal , but that neither at the one place nor the other 
do we mean to impede the landholder or others m our territories, 
in the exaction of any local duties payable to them but our 
orders must be construed to refer only to those duties actually 
levied by ourselves. 

Upon jieruaal of the treaty you will porcerve the French are 
secured m the settlement of Chnndornagore and the flvo subordinate 
factories of Dacca, Patna, Coesnnbnsar Ballasore and that csta 
blishod in lJou of Jugden and when we, on any occasion, treat 
of tho rights of lactones as belonging to the French nation, wo 
must bo understood as referring to those national factories, and 
not to those houses of commerce or residencies of agents, which tho 
interests of the French commerce may require to bo placed m 
different parts of our provinces. And you will further observe by 
a perusal of the treaty that we havo becomo bound to secure to 
tho subjects of Franco an exact and impartial administration of 
justice in all matters concerning their persons or properties, or tho 
carrying on of then* trade, in the eamo manner and as effectually 
os to tho subjects of His Majesty 

In virtue of those provisions it is becomo our duty by treaty 
os much as it hath ever been our inch nation to give a fair and 
unequivocal execution to tlds principlo , and it is oar posltivo order 
that you do net in such a manner as that tho subjects of Franco 
shall reccivo tho samo protection to tlioir commorco and tho samo 
impartial distribution of justice for tho execution of tlioir con 
tracts, that any British subject possesses in prosecution of similar 
interests. 

In bo far as concerns tho exercise of jurisdiction within tho 
limits of tho French factories, tho question is not attonded with 
any difficult) for wo havo no objection to their oxorcising either 
civil or criminal jurisdiction ovor tho persons, nativo or > uropeiui 
resident witlun their factories, nnd on account of transactions 
originating witliin their factories. If wo raistoho not this is a 
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concession of moie than what was allowed to European factories 
by the ancient usage of the country Government Poi although 
they allowed them to settle diffeiences arising between their own 
European subjects, the authonty of the Nizamut always interposed 
to protect then own natives, though resident within a European 
factoiy, agamst the outrages of Euiopeans , but we see no danger 
in the admission of the principle to the extent we have con- 
ceded, — foi if the natives of India choose to adopt the piotec- 
tion of the French, by becoming permanent residents within their 
factories, we do not conceive it to be incompatible with any 
pimciple of Government, that they should to all intents and 
purposes, be placed upon the same footing as Europeans (the 
subjects of France) lesident withm those factories You will 
observe that m the principle just admitted, we must be accurately 
understood to refer only to permanent and not to occasional 
residence of natives, and to mean literally, transactions originating 
within the limits of the factory , for if any of the residents withm 
a French factory shall be engaged m transactions without those 
limits, upon which there arises any exercise of either civil or 
cmninal jurisdiction, they must be considered with regard to these, 
m the same predicament as Butish subjects lesident within oui 
provinces, and be amenable to the established judicature of the 
country, agreeable to the directions we are now to give 

No notice is to be taken in the present treaty of the right of 
visiting ships m Bengal We hold this right to be so indisputable, 
that the exercise of it cannot be made the subject of a treaty 
The order above stated for the abolition of the Government 
Customs, will of course render the occasions much less frequent, 
and it is our intention that it should m no case be made use of, 
but where fheie appears reasonable giound to suspect improper 
practices, and that all possible care should be taken to prevent its 
being ever abused to the purposes of vexation 

We have, &c 

The Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fori William, June 5, 1788 

. The remonstrances made by a committee of the 
creditors of his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, have occasioned 
a refeience to us torn the President m Council at Fort St George, 
with an application to consult Bis Majesty’s judges upon some 
doubts which had arisen, regarding the payments to be made to 
the creditors 
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Tiie treaty ooncluded with the Nabob in Juno 1787, gave nao 
to these doubts, as by that, the contribution of his Highness for tho 
military peace establishment for the defence of the Carnatic, had 
been increased from four to nine lacs of pagodas per annum, under 
the stipulation expressed in the agreement of 1785, that if any 
deficiency should take place in the sums payable by the Nabob, 
it should be deducted from the creditors proportion, and not from 
the Company’s. The creditors, conceiving their rights and pro- 
perty affected, remonstrated with great intemperance, and claimed 
the full payment of the proportion of the twelve lacs of jiagodas 
stipulated m their favour whether the Company were paid or not, 
and supported their pretensions principally upon tho grounds of 
your orders, and upon the agreement of 1785 which they deemed 
binding and conclusive. 

From tho presidency of Fort St George yon will loam the 
particulars, wluch will also be hereafter communicated to yon by 
us. We shall only therefore at this time, explain to you our 
resolution. 

Before we acceded to the application to solicit the opinions of 
His Majesty s Judges, we deemed it our duty to consider tho 
questions proposed to bo referred to them, oursolves and having 
formed oar opinions upon tlio whole, free from any doubt wo 
determined against any application to the Judges, on tho principle 
that there could bo no obligation upon us to solicit advice, where 
ro ourselves entertained no doubts. 

With respect to tlio question agitated, our determination is 
oxpressod in the following summary of the reasoning adopted. 

That tho Act of Parliament, when it directed tho cstobliediment 
of a fund for tho discliargo of tho demands of the creditors, mado 
it subftomont to tho rights of tlio Company that tho rights of 
tlio Compon) are primarily and necessarily tho eafoty and pro- 
tection of tlioir territories that tlio Court of Directors, although 
they connected tlio stipulation for tho creditors with tho arrange- 
ment prescribed for tho defonco of tho Carnatic, consider tho lattor 
as tho pnmarj obligation, to which in coses of nccowitj all others 
inn it givo way that tlio agreement and treat) concluded with tlio 
Jsabob, must bo deemed one instrument on!) of which tho funner 
js tho commencement and tlio latter tho conclusion that tlio treaty 
entered into, is eonformnblo to tlio prescriptions of tho Act and to 
tlio orders of tho Court of Directors, and tliat It has boon formed 
upon fair and eqmtablo pnnciples, whether considered relatirclv 
to the contracting jinnies, or with regard to tho revenues of tin 
\abob and npon these grounds wc deemed curse Ires nuthonuil 
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to reject tlie exclusive claims advanced by the ci editors, and 
lefnsed to lesign what by law, equity, and propriety we eonsideied 
to be the lights of the Company, — or m other woids, to sacrifice the 
funds gi anted foi the protection of the State, to the accommodation 
of the creditors 

We have' however leason to conclude, that the funds of the 
Nabob aie sufficient to satisfy all demands upon him, that his 
interests have been consulted in the anangement of 1787, is 
evident The whole defence of the Carnatic now falls upon 
the Company, and the Nabob’s proportion of the geneiai con- 
tribution, amounts to nine lacs of pagodas only, mstead of eighteen 
lacs, the annual amount of his military expenses before the last 
wai. 

As the conduct of the committee of creditors appeared to us 
highly intempeiate, and disiespeetful to the Government under 
which they served, calculated to destioy the suboidination of the 
seivice, tlmow a contempt upon the Government, and embanass 
its operations, we have not hesitated to express oui thorough 
disapprobation of their conduct, and to recommend to the presi- 
dency of Fort St George, to remove from their stations those 
seivants who had jomed m the measures which we thought so cen- 
surable, submitting then conduct to your particular notice 

We have, &c 

Minute of Earl Cornwallis 

Fort William, June 16, 1788 

The Governor-General m Council having taken mto Ins 
most serious consideiation the communications which have been 
received from Sir Arch. Campbell, Hydiabad, and the coast of 
Malabar, now records Ins sentiments upon them, as preparatory to 
the final resolutions to be passed on the subject of the Guntoor 
Cncars, and to the instructions necessary to be sent to Captain 
Kennaway 1 

The material difference m the political situation of affairs 
between the present period and the last year, when the claim of 
the surrender of Guntoor was under discussion, has been already 
adverted to. The pacification established m Europe between the j 
Courts of England and "Versailles, has removed the principal ground | 
of appiekension formerly entertained, on account of the intrigues of * 

1 Captain, afterwaids Sir John Kennaway, Esq ,MP He was afterwards Aide-de-camp 
Bart , so created Feb 25, 1791 , b March 6, to Lord Cornwallis, and was one of ins most 
1758, d Jan 1, 1836, m Feb 18,1797, confidential agents 
Charlotte, dan and coheir of James Amyatt, 
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the French with Trppoo and the Nizam, and of their interference 
with a yiqw to promote or assist hostilities. 

Oor knowledge of the newB and situation of the different 
Powers of Hmdoetan is aleo more perfect and satisfactory and the 
intermediate tim e which has elapsed, has afforded ns an opportu 
mty of improving our friendly intercourse with the Maratta State, 
and of putting out forcee and preparations on the coast of Coronmndel 
on the most respectable footing The principle which connects the 
m tercets of the Company at their different Presidencies is now 
better established, and it must be apparent to the different States 
of Hin dustan, that the whole ore regulated by one rule of unanimity 
and co-operation. In addition to whioh, the Board have certain 
expectation of the arrival of very large reinforcements from Europe 
in tho course of six weeks or two months. 

With respect to Tippoo, the Board have no reason to conclude 
that he is either hotter prepared, or more inclined to hostilities now 
than ho was at the close of the last year Every movement of a 
formidable power naturally creates alarm m thoee whose situation 
exposes them to danger from it And it is upon this principle olono, 
that the apprehensions suggested m the correspondence now under 
consideration, particularly by the Bajah of Travoncorc, must be 
accounted for In tracing the various intelligence progressively 
from the earliest to the latest dates, the alarms at first entertained 
and then augmented, appear to have gradually subsided. If the 
intelligence of Znn-ol Aldion, 1 communicated through Mr Molot, 
can bo deponded upon it admits of one general conclusion favour- 
able to the views of the Board at present, — that the discontent pre- 
vailing among the principal officers of Tippoo a army is general and 
dooply rooted and this conclusion seems warranted and confirmed 
by othor intelligence of a more general nature. 

Tho Nizam is certainly ill prepared for war, and by disposition 
advoreo to it and though he might possibly hnvo boon induced at 
a former period, from the activo teal of French negociators and tho 
encouragement of Tippoo, to try tho clrnnco of it rather than part 
with tho Gnntoor in porpctaity tho present circumstances reader 
such an nlca very improbable. Tho ostablislimcnt of pence in 
Europe must hnvo convinced him that do assistance can bo now 
derived from tho French, and tho expectations winch thoy probably 
led bim to entorthm, can no longer have any weight with him. 

1 Zitn nl Alika *r rrvtr» prwvrlj JUfo- Fhai Aktn b 178— Jflrm FI n 

W-o-Jta, toifort Bt b£*nn*tioe to »u morA-ird bj AfruUb KTum fa 178 1, 
tin Ea^uh. lit ■» faothtr of Mro *So «u in hi tom raunWtJ wit y*w \>J 
f-lmSV* Kfcm. ooe of tly u«4 ^rwtrfal #f XalQ-aKVlrtullfl 
tV Moyal efekfi. wbo ni Trimt kibbler to 
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The accounts of Ins connexion uith Tippoo, appear to lestupon 
.1 very uncertain foundation, and whatever advances lie may have 
made, have moie piobably been suggested by tlie feais of that 
pi nice, than by any desire of establishing a close alliance ivith him 
The mtei position of the Fiench between these two pimces and an 
assuiancc of their active suppoit, might have pioduced a connexion 
hostile to the English interests , but without some such encouraging 
motive, it is moie natural to conclude that the Nizam will not 
liazaid the loss of the fnendship and support of Ins old allies the 
Marattas, which ne have eveiy leason to believe uould be the 
infallible consequence of Ins forming an albance with Tippoo 

These reflections are suggested to the Board, by the information 
lately laid before them, of the negotiations earned on by the Nizam 
and Tippoo, and v. Inch, if just, can have no weight m altering or 
lescindmg then late resolutions 

The state of the Nizam Government, as far os we con collect 
from the intelligence transmitted, appeal's to be disoidered, and his 
late demand upon the Jaigheeidan to have created much discontent 

The recovery of the Guntoor, can m reason afford no pretence 
for the mteiference of Tippoo If prepaied for a war and de- 
termined upon it, lie will never want a pretext nor null he wait for 
it. His conduct towards the Marattas since his pacification with 
them, has afforded them great disgust and discontent, and it is a 
very impiobable supposition, that under such circumstances, and 
deprived of all expectations of ‘assistance from the French, he will 
be mduced, from a consideration of the Nizam’s co-operation alone, 
to attack our territories at a time when they are so well defended 
He must naturally conclude that the Marattas would seize the 
opportunity afforded them by Ins being involved m a contest with 
us, to revenge the insults which he has offered to them since the 
last war Neither are the military preparations of Tippoo, as far 
as we can judge, m a state of forwardness for an enterprise of this 
magnitude 

The arguments urged against the assertion of our claim to the 
Guntoor Circar are founded upon possibilities alone, which must 
exist at all periods To admit these arguments m objection to the 
execution of the measure under the existing favourable circum- 
stances, would be to renounce our rights for ever 

The Court of Directors have decided upon the recovery of the 
Guntoor , and the Board, being convinced that no period can occur 
m which this claim can be asserted with less nsk to the interests of 
the Company than at piesent, do not deem themselves authorized 
to suspend that determination It is only incumbent upon them 
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in the execution of the measure, to act with caution and mode- 
ration. 

Resolved, therefore, that the foD owing additional instructions 
be co mmuni cated to Captain Ivenna way to the completion of the 
object of his negotiation. 


E ael ComrwALUH’ ultimate IssnurunosB to Captaik Johs Kessawat 
DEPUTE) TO HthbadAd. 

Fort WHMnn, Jtn*? 18 1788 — Appendix, No. r> 0. 

Eahl Cobhwalub to 0. W Maixt Esq 

Sill, Calcutta, Jane 18, 1783. 

I have received your letters dated 20th April, 5th and 
12th Slay 

Whatever grounds there may be to doubt the veracity of some 
parts of the information conveyed to yon by Zim-al Abadieng of 
winch a copy was enclosed in your first letter, it must bo admitted 
that his own account of Ins transactions boars considerable marks 
of industry and ingenuity But I approve entirely of your answer 
to linn, and you will plexiso to repeat that he is to contract no 
engagements in our name, nor to enter into intrigues with any of 
tbo duels under Tippoos authority, and at tho some tuno ox 
plicitly state to him, that useful Sbservations cm tho forces and 
government and the characters of the principal peoplo belonging 
to Tippoo, with as much authentio information as poasiblo of his 
designs and of tho movements of his troops, ore at present tho only 
services that will bo expected from him, 

I have said in former letters, that, provided ho gives yon un 
oqui vocal proofs of Ins real and attachment, I havo no objection, 
not only to your affording him a mod cm to pecuniary assistance at 
present, but oven to your giving him an assurance of tho fhendh 
disposition and protection of this Government. 

From tho assurances that I havo received from Major Palmer 
of Sc incha s having uniformly comprobendod with great correct 
ness tho nature of our present policy and tho genoral tendency 
of our propositions to tho Marattas, and from tbo Into vagno rac*- 
Eago transmitted to you from tho Minuter upon tbo pretext of tho 
nm vat of a vakeel from tbo Niznm, I am perfectly persuaded that 
Nona lias designedly misrepresented Fcmdias communications to 
him of tbo substance of bis conference* with Major Palmer with a 
\kh to discover in bis doctL&ioru with )tm whether \ou possess'd 
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powei to contract engagements more confoimable to Ins wishes 
than those which you had pioposed 

This style of conduct pioceeds evidently fiom the natuial pio- 
pensity to duplicity m the Brahmin administration which you have 
so often described , but, instead of following then example, it will 
be most becoming on oui paid, without any appeal ance of anger or 
resentment for what has passed, to contmue to act with our usual 
openness and candour. 

It is however of importance for our reputation as well as satis- 
faction, that your explanations, assisted by Scmcha’s and Ins 
vakeel’s statements of the natuie of his conferences with Major 
Palmei, should lemove every pietext fiom the Minister, to express 
a doubt of the consistency of the principles upon which we have 
negotiated with the different Maratta chiefs, or of the sincerity of 
our general professions of friendship for the Maratta State But as 
I begin to apprehend that by continuing to press him foi a return 
to those voluntary offers of assistance which we formerly made, we 
may create m minds so prone to distrust, suspicions either that we 
are conscious of some internal weakness, 01 that our European 
differences are not completely settled, I should at present be con- 
tent with the above acknowledgment 

You will therefore take an early oppoitunity to hold a con- 
ference of this tendency with Nana, and whilst you will be at pains 
to conduct it with the utmost good humour and complacency, you 
may say that you observe fiom the general tenoui of my letteis, 
that, as our conditional offer of assistance proceeded fiom an un- 
affected friendly concern m this Government foi the welfare of the 
Maiattas, I certainly did entertain hopes that they would not have 
been backward m giving proofs of a similar cordiality , but that 
having experienced so many scruples and delays on their part, I am 
unwi lling to importune them with further solicitations, and that you 
are therefore instructed to do everything m your power to cultivate 
the harmony and general good understanding which subsists between 
the two Governments, but, instead of repeating applications that 
have hitherto proved so fruitless, to wait with patience untd from 
their own feelings and the suggestions of then good sense, they shall 
see the liberality and propriety of acceding to oui propositions 

You will no doubt be aware that without gieat caution m the 
choice of your expressions, it may be difficult to convey the above 
sentiments to Nana, without creatmg a suspicion m his mind eithei 
of our friendship having cooled, or of oui political system and view s 
being totally changed 

You aie theiefore at liberty to withhold the declaration of oiu 
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intention if yon have reason to apprehend tlie above consequences 
from it, but at the ftaino time yon are to desist from pressing the 
Minister with farther soliatationg, and leave it entirely with him 
self to revive the negotiation if he thinks proper 

1 on may, however take some favourable occasion to remind 
him, that although it is the general system of this Government to 
live in peace, if possible, with all our neighbours m India, no poms 
will be spared to preserve our armies and finances m constant 
readiness to resent injuries or pro vocations that may be wantonly 
offered by oar enemies, or to give overy protection or assistance 
that can be reasonably expected by our fnenda 

Upon the footing on which the present Instruction will place 
you with the Poonoh administration, it would not be expedient to 
cultivate a close connexion or to act m concert with Smndias 
vakeel, except m giving the necessary explanations of tho con 
formity of Major Palmers propositions with those that you made 
about tho same tune to Nana. But you will take every oppor 
tunity to express great attention to the vakeel, and a warm com 
com for tho interests and prosperity of his master 

I am, &c^ 

Cornv. ALLIS. 

llAJOB-GcrauL dEcrviLLK to Eabl CoiUrWALUS. 

[Towered Jol/ 1788.] 

Mr dead Lord n*. 17 ftuArm* stn*t, *>0 na 

I am afmid you will liavo but too much reason to accuse 
mo of being a bad correspondent, but having been for tbeso last 
three months in tho ccrantrj, I havo had iittlo or no news to com 
muntcato to you since our arrival hero in tho month of August 
As 1 do not know into ulwt hands thu letter may possibly fall, in 
tho long journey it has to make, I cannot venture to giro you so 
full an account of our 1 proceedings in tlus pert of tho world as 1 
could wish to do, though I am afraid there are certain ports of our 
conduct which would by no means meet with your approbation 

Mo are totally guided hy ,* and tliorouglily initiated into all 

the oxtmTaganccs and doliauclicnes of tlus most c xriuout ractro\>oIis 
Oar visits <0 Windsor are less frequent, and I am afraid will at last 
lx totullj gnen up I flatter myself still liowcvcr with the hope* 
that when tho firet burst « passed, somo Iittlo reflection will come 
to our a»ntunct and we shall perceivo before tt u too lair, tlmt wi 
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aie losing ourselves m tlie eyes of the woild, and tin owing away 
the finest game that evei man had piesented to Inm If the 
Dutch n flans had not been terminated so glonously foi this country, 
and a wai had taken place, His Royal Highness would most likely 
have employed his talent and constitution to more noble purposes 
He has asked the lung’s leave to make a campaign with the Rus- 
sian aimy, m case the war should go on with the Tiuks I under- 
stand howevei, that the King has given him a fiat lefusal, alleging 
that he could gam blit little Imowledge m Ins profession fi-om the 
manoeuvres and discipline of a Russian army, fiom the method they 
aie obhged to adopt m fighting the Tiuks, and that it might pos- 
sibly be thought, from Ins situation m this coimtry, that England 
took a pietty stiong pait in favour of the side on winch his Royal 
Highness fought The Duke howevei, pioposes to leturn to the 
charge, but I beheve without any great prospect of success No- 
thing can exceed the unanimity which pievails at present m this 
country, and the appiobation winch all paities seem to give to the 
measures which Ministry have pursued m putting an end to the 
Dutch busmess , the gieat good luck which attended the Duke of 
Brunswick 1 m his military opeiations against the city of Amsteidam, 
would surprise you if you was to see the difficulties which he had 
to encounter, and which nothing but their bad conduct and the 
confusion which reigned amongst them, of which the Duke took 
immediate advantage, could possibly have surmounted ; as he had 
no tram of artillery with lum to force the strong passes upon the 
dikes, and the several very stiong fortified places, which they were 
so good as to abandon without making the smallest resistance, and 
without any reason for so domg In short, my dear Lord, by the 
measures taken here and by our well-timed armament, 2 we have 
saved Holland to this country, and have extricated her out of the 
hands of Fiance, and all this at the trifling expense of beneath 
400,000? How glorious for our young Minister 1 

The ruinous state of the French finances, and the distraction 
which reigns amongst all classes of men m that kingdom, seems to 
insure us a much longer respite from war than we should otherwise 
have had I look with great impatience to the expiration 

of your exile, and hope to see you return in good health, and with 


1 Charles William herdinand, Duke of 
Brunswick, succeeded his fathei March 26, 
1780 , b Oct 9, 1735, d Nov 10, 1806, of 
■wounds received at the battle of Jena, Oct. 
14 previous, m Jan 16, 1764, Princess Au- 
gusta, sister of George III 

2 A secret conveution was signed Oct 2, 


1787, between England and Prussia for tho 
support of the Stadtholder The formei 
Powei was bound, if required, to furnish 
40 men-of-war, and some preparations were 
made towards carrying out that engagement 
See Malmesbury Correspondence, vol n 
p 339 
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the satisfaction of haying done an essential service to yoitr country 
and to the poor inhabitants of the Eastern world. 

Believe me, Ao, 

B.G 


Right Hot Hetet Dusdas to Eael Cobjwallis. 

[Print*.] n«elr»3 July 10 1788 

My dear Lord, indu offie* u*n± 0, nss. 

I write merely to mention to you, that we have got 
a good deal of faction at the Indi a House. The handle of it is the 
four regiments going to India, which the Directors at first received 
with thankfulness, but now declmo by a small majority to receive, 
because of the injury thereby done to their officers, and the cry 
thereby created has made a considerable impression. It is without 
solid foundation, becanso there is every disposition on our part to do 
them justico, ns it 1* impossible not to feel that tho euperccaaion by 
tho King s army must be very grating to them. The real fact is, 
that wo have waited impatiently for your Report on tho eubjoct 
beeau&o wo think it will bo favourable to tho Indian officers and 
backed by your authority who ore yourself high m the King's 
service, it would add a great strength to our opinions. They will 
probably give way when tho Act passes but m tho mean tnno tho 
Court of Directors would not give a passage to tho King s troops on 
board thoir slupa, ond disputed our nght of paying them when in 
India. This hud us undor tho necessity of bringing in tho Dcclnm 
tory Bill, of which I send you a copy aa brought and also with 
the amendments mado in tho Commons. It will pass 1 in a few days. 
A\ 0 had a violont dobato on it last night which continued till oigbt 
o clock this morning and we shall havo another to-morrow on tlio 
Report of tho Bill from tho Committeo. I toko it for granted papery 
and letters will bo sent out to endeavour to mfiamo ycrar army but 
their goal senso and your autliont) will disappoint nny such wicked 
>nwa. I havo time to tronblo you with no more, bat will wn to 
fully by tho next bIuh BcUoto mo Ac. 

Hen gy Dirvoxy, 

1 Tk* GUI »t« mannlj f*pr«-i*nf oa jh* •*tSh. /w Mr IHr&li 

It L*rd L*n»lo« or It hcnrrrrr tL< JJ Ji"i) LocW > kUcr tf \f-nJ 

I- otmtK»ti M rrh II tb* L*rrJ tt« I ftth, J tod (kxril Gmli *1 \prll t! 
fclrtcrirtd it* \*ial by 
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H R H the Piunce of Wales to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Julj 21, 1788 ] 

My DEAR CORNWALLIS, Cnrlton House, March 12, 1788 

Tlio’ I am sensible how much your time is taken np, I cannot 
help troubling you with a few hues on a subject I have already 
mentioned to you Having understood that the India Dnectois 
have sent a species of order to have young Tieves lemoved horn 
Ins piesent situation and feelmg myself much interested m this 
young man’s welfare, I cannot help 1st lecalkng to your mmd that 
I took the liberty some tune ago, of recommending lnm particu- 
larly to your protection, and only hope that if Ins conduct has not 
been improper m Ins situation, you would not admit of Ins bemg an 
innocent sufferer I tiust to your goodness m forgivingthe trouble 
I am now giving you, and that if any application is necessary to the 
subject heie at home, you will be land enough to inform me how 
I am to make it myself, or else I must tiouble you once inoie m 
begging you to make it yoiuself for me and m my name I am 
evei happy m any opportunity that offers itself of lecallmg myself 
to your recollection and in assuimg you how smeerely I remain 

Your sincere friend 

George P. 

Warren Hastings, Esq, to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Recencd July 26, 1788 ] 

My LORD, London, March 26, 1788 

I have had the honour to leceive a letter from your Loid- 
slnp by one of the ships of the last year I return you many 
thanks for the attention which you have shown to my recom- 
mendations, and especially for your kindness to my old domestics, 
who, I hope, will prove themselves worthy of it by their fidelity 
and attachment 

I hear with pleasure from all quarters, and even from the 
disappointed, testimonies of the highest approbation bestowed on 
your Lordship’s administration, and smeerely hope that you will 
meet with the due return of justice and gratitude from your 
country My example holds out no encouragement for the exertion 
of a zeal beyond the bounds of prescribed duty , but I give yoiu 
Lordship ciedit for a mmd that does not require external impulses , 
and I do yet believe that there is a spirit of national 'honoui 
subsisting m this kingdom, which will ultimately pievail against all 
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tlio efforts of a faction, however supported by powerful combi nu 
tions, respected talents, popular influence, or the baseness of 
political eonmvanca I do not apply this observation to my own 
case, which is submitted (and I thank God for it) to a surer test 

I have, 

Warren Hastcsos. 

Earl Cornwallis to Majob Palmer. 

SlU, Ctlcotti, Aug, lfl, 1788. 

I approve of the orders whioh you have given to 
) our agent at Delhi, and have at present no further instructions to 
transmit to you on the subject. 

I do not think that, under our present orders from the Court of 
Directors, and the existing Ada of Parliament, we should be 
justiflod by the late violent proceedings of Column Kadir Khan in 
interfering m the disturbance* of the Upper Provinces, nor do I see 
that we are called upon to do it, either by motives of honour or 
interest, or even of humanity 

The unfortunate Shah has boon long since m feet deposed , 
without power money or troops, he has been a wretched pngoont 
in the hands of the Prince or State which happened at the timo to 
be the most powerful of his neighbours. If we should now froe him 
from Qolnum Kadir Khan, unless we could give him an army and a 
permanent fund for the payment of it, ho would immediately again 
become the slave and perhaps the prisoner of some other tyrant, 

I have signified to tho widows and children of the Into Prince 
Jehaunder Shah, 1 that they may remain under our protection at 
Benares during the present unhappy situation of their family 

I am Ail, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to C W Malet Esq. 

Sir, CJartU, Aop 38 1788. 

Tho information communicated in your letter dated 
tho 2Sth of June could not foil of giving mo tho most cordial 
satisfaction. 

Tho voluntary offer of tho Poonah administration to join in tho 
war against Tippoo, qpon tho supposition tliat ho liad forced ns to 
a rupture by committing hostilities against oar all) tho Itajab of 

1 £lfc»t Kn frluh Urta. 
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Ti nvancoi e, places tins Government on as advantageous political 
giound with the Peshwa as X could wish or expect , and I tlnnlc 
myself hound m justice to you to declare, that I am entuely 
persuaded that the prudence and good sense with which you have 
conducted your various conferences with the ministers, must have 
gieatly contiibuted to dispose them to go beyond the bounds of 
their usual caution, by taking a step so decidedly favourable to oui 
public honour and to our substantial mtei ests. 

You will have seen the instructions that I tiansmitted to the 
Government of Bombay, in consequence of the insult offered to the 
settlement of Tellicheiry, by Tippoo’s tributary the Rajah of 
Cherika 1 I thought it piopei likewise to write to Tippoo him self 
upon that occasion , and I considered it necessaiy for the dignity of 
tins Government, to declaie to lnni m explicit terms, that although 
I was smeerely desirous to live m peace and tranquillity with all 
our neighbours in this country, I was at the same time perfectly 
determined not to suffer the smallest injury or insult fiom any 
power whatever to the Company’s terntones oi to those of their 
allies, to pass unresented 

That I had therefore sent orders to pmnsli the Rajah of Che- 
rika, and that as the Rajah is one of his tributaries, I exjiected that 
he would give Ins aid to chastise lnm for this act of tementy and 
injustice 

I have been lately informed that the Rajah died suddenly a 
short time ago, and I do not think it piobable that Tippoo will 
venture to support the hostile measuie m which the Rajah had em- 
barked But should he be rash enough to force us into a war, the 
Maiattas will have a fair opportunity, and they shall have eveiy 
reasonable encouragement, to act m concert with us against bun m 
the manner that they proposed, whilst they believed that a rupture 
had become unavoidable by his attacking the possessions of the 
Rajah of Travancore 

The instructions already m your possession, will be sufficient for 
your guidance in all preliminary arrangements, even if a breach 
with Tippoo shall actually take place As no European power could 
have a pretext to interfere m a quarrel m which he would clearly 
be the aggressor, we should have no real occasion to express much 
anxiety about the co-operation of the Ufarattas, and it would be still 
less necessary to submit to any inconvenient terms as the pnee of it 

Such a war from the situation of our respective dominions, 
would be so extensive and complicated, that it would reqmre some 

1 A petty Hindoo Prince on the Malabar which belonged to the settlement of Telli- 
cuast lie had endeavoured, in March, 1786, cherry , d June 1788 
to seize by force the island of Danmpntam, 
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time, end a great deal of correspondence, to arrange a distinct plan 
for carrying it on. 

If the Mara tt as should agree immediately on the events taking 
place, to declare openly against Tippoo I shonld reodily enter into 
engagements not to make peace with him without communication 
with them, nor without gmng their interests the most frie nd ly 
consideration. 

In commnnicatmg this declaration, you will be careful not to 
afford any grounds for a construction, that we will bind ourselves 
not to make peace without the consent of the Maratta ministers, 
as that might involve us in a continuation of the war beyond what 
prudence or policy might warrant, and the Mnrattas would without 
doubt anxiously avail themselves of such a declaration, to persist in 
demanding and procuring the fall restitution of all that Tippoo or 
lus father may have over taken from them. 

It will be proper on every occasion to discourage all hopes m 
the Poonah J [misters, of our entering into any negotiation for the 
surrender of Sftlsette to the Peshwa, until they aro inalinod to 
begin ns a preliminary with an offer of some liberal equivalent 
for it 

Should any opening occur in any future transactions amongst 
tho Maratta Chiefs, to enable them to make propositions in the 
name of the Rajah of Berar, for ceding upon certain conditions the 
district of Cuttack to the Company I should be very ready to liston 
to thorn and ns that district is much more vnluablo than Salsette, 
I should willingly pay m ready money wkaievor sum mi^ht upon o 
fair investigation, bo found to be a reasonable value of the difference 
between tho two possessions. 

Tim voluo of Cuttack to the Company, would principally consist 
in its rondonng tho communication complete between Bengal and 
our dominions m tbo Carnatic and it must bo admitted to bo but 
a precarious tenure for tho Rajah of Borar as in enso of a serious 
quarrel arising between tho two Governments, wo could wrest it 
from him with tho greatest facility 

I havo, 

Cornwallis. 

Itrairr nos Hesqt Duxrus to Eaul Cooxwallis. 

[Prir«lt,J An? -S, 1718 

Mr dear Lorn wimiw*, a, ma. 

1 wreto to you a A w linos on tho Gth of lias month relntivt 
to tho Declaratory Bill then depending sinco tlrnt tho Bill lias 



] 788 . 


INDT \ 


3(17 


parsed and cun Tndinn polities me agnm at icsf X can assure you 
it was not Hie ca^e foi more than two months The dispute fust 
began among the Court, of Directors, aftei the cessation of the 
appichon^ions of nil immediate uni. While that was m depend- 
ence, they ucre exceedingly happy to receive the foui regiments 
that veic proffered to them, and likcuiso felt, or appealed to feel, 
extremely happy in the gift that uns bestowed on their officers, by 
the appointment of half the officers from their army But when 
the prospect of war was o\er, they found out they could have 
raided an additional Euiopean force without the aid of the lung 
or any King’s officers But this did not gam credit to then 
opposition, both because they were unable to laise lccrmts for the 
supply of their army, and because their recruiting seiuce is not so 
popular as to enable them* to raise a cry upon that foundation 
They were how'cvei more successful in their next topic, which was 
the hnidslnp brought on the officeis of then aimy by so great an 
additional liumbei of King’s troops wlieieby the giieiance of 
supei cession w'as gieatly mciea^ed. As theic was leal justice m 
this complaint, and it was inflamed by all the connexions of the 
Indian army, it was made the subject of discussion m General 
Courts of Piopnetors, and detached fiom us many of the veiy 
steady adheients of Government on otliei occasions It was oui 
earnest wish to ha\e postponed any decision on the lelative lank of 
the lung’s and Company’s officeis till the ‘ jRavensworth ’ should 
ainve, m which slup yom Loidslnp had promised youi sentiments; 
but she is not yet arrived, and the clamour became so urgent both 
m the Couit of Proprietors and m the House of Commons, and m 
the opinions of the public at laige as w r ell as m our own feelings, 
it became impossible to postpone tins subject longei. Mr Pitt and 
I took the pait of the Company’s officers They had met m a 
body heie, and entrusted their business and common mteiests to a 
committee , watli them we had meetmgs, and, without troubling you 
with a detail of all the particulars, we soon discovered that nothing 
would be satisfactory but a communication of bievet rank to the 
Company’s officeis by King’s commissions, and withdrawing the 
local brevet ranks which had always been felt as the great leading 
grievance, but, although uniformly complained of by addresses and 
remonstrances smee the peace, had nevei been lediessed 

Although this contest at first began among the Directors and 
Proprietors of India Stock, yet it was too tempting a bait not to be 
snatched at by higher poweis It became a complete Opposition 
question, and bi ought forth all the secret foes and lukewarm 
friends of Government The Lord Marquis of Lansdovrae lode one 
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of the first horses, and it would have omuaed you in the House of 
Lords, to have seen him ratting between Lord Stormont and Lord 
Loughborough, and they dl hugging and complimenting each 
other It proved however oil in vain , the BID. was earned with a 
high hand m both Houses of Parliament, and the Court of 
Proprietors of India Stock have hod several meetings called by 
factions proprietors, but m place of gaining their end or b ein g 
able to keep up any flame, the proprietors have three to one 
negatived all their motions, and proved to the world m the inoet 
unequivocal manner that their confidence is firm and unshaken m 
the present system of Indian Government. 

I duly attended to what you wnte relative to the hod state of 
the recruiting service of the East India Company I have urged 
them again and again to take the benefit of Cambrooke Castle as 
a depfit for their recruits, and continue during the whole year a 
regular system of recruiting, m place of doing it m the elovonlj 
and disgraceful manner it is at present done, immediately previous 
to the sailing of their ships- This„ erroneous system of recruiting 
has boon brought so much under observation in the late discussions 
upon tho military establishment of India, that I have littlo doubt 
of being able to bring the Directors to give it a serious considorn 
tion. If they will not bo induced to do it by persuasion, I must 
liavo rccoureo to Parliament for compulsion. Tour native 

regiments may bo kept as low as you please, because in the case of 
emergency the privates can be easily recruited, but tho case is diffe- 
rent with regard to tlio European part of an Indian army It must bo 
kopt on its war complement, far m tho enso of hostilities in Earopo 
(wldch will always lead to hostilities in India) you will probably bo 
obliged to trust to the European forco as now settled as in pro- 
portion recruits are wanted for semco at borne, it becomes moro 
difficult to find them for somco in our distant possessions. This is 
tho great pnnciplo which prevailed in settling tho European army 
as specified in tho Declaratory Act and I trust it is of a nature, if 
well recruited and disciplined, to keep all our rivals, European and 
natire in owo of disturbing tho peace of India. 

I liavo nothing further to troublo you with at present but 


remain 


lours, Ae^ 


IlEynr Ddxdab. 
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Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private ] Received Aug 25, 1788 

My DEAR Lord, Wimbledon, March 31, 1788 

. . . I take it foi granted our despatches in August last 

giving an account of the state of European politics and the subse- 
quent appearances of war, have kept you a good deal in a state of 
anxiety The tei ruination of these apprehensions by the trans- 
actions in Holland, has of course raised greatly the credit of this 
country in Euiope I flatter myself the effect of them will operate 
greatly on the face of our affans m the East A connexion between 
Holland and us in India, and the dissolution of the French con- 
nexion with that republic, are most important events with a view to the 
strength and permanency of our possessions and power in Hmdostan 
The final alliance between the Dutch and us is not yet concluded, 
but I hope it will soon , and a Emopean alliance between us and 
the Dutch, will probably soon be followed by an Indian alliance for 
our mutual security there The gieat anxiety of Holland is the 
security of their spice trade, and the restoration of Negapatnam, 
neithei of which are objects to us , but on the other hand, we felt 
the want of Tnncomale m the course of last war so materially to 
affect our interests m India, it must be our principal, and indeed 
our only object in an alliance with the Dutch respecting India, to 
secure ourselves against the danger of our ever bemg deprived of 
the use of the harbour of Trincomale, m the event of a future war. 
That pomt secured, and a moderation and economy free from cor- 
ruption adhered to with regard to our Indian Empire, I am most 
sanguine in looking forward to the state of India a few years hence. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis 

[Private ] Received Ang 25, 1788 

My DEAR Lord, Wimbledon, April 5, 1788 

Sir John Macpherson had taken his passage on board the 
‘ Airly Castle,’ and came here a few days ago to ask my commands 
for India He imagined, -without any just cause however, that 
there had been a coldness on my part to him. He came to an 
explanation on this head, m which I was of necessity mduced to 
explain to him, that he could not look to succeed to your situation 
m any given case that could be supposed This led to further 
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explanation, in tlie course of which I gave him an op en i n g to state 
to mo his real fe eling s as to returning a gam to India. In troth 
my Lord, I did not push him to return, for it never appeared to 
me possible that after the situation he had held, he could sit 
cordially to a Board, to co-operate m systems many of which might 
be different from his own. I Btated these ideas to Mr Pitt m many 
conversations he entirely concurred with me m thinking, that if 
it was necessary to give lum a handsome allowance at home to 
prevent the untoward circumstances of his return, it was well worth 
the compensation. It will end m that way 1 At present his 
departure is retarded in consequence of a suggestion from me, that 
it would be expedient for him not to go till the Bavensworth s 
despatches were maturely considered, hut the intention, although 
not yet communicated to anybody is that he should not go at alL 
Whenever the choice of the Directors is over, which at present 
occupies the attention of Leadenhall Street, the proposition must 
in Bomo shape bo brought forward. I hope we shall have no 
difficulty with regard to his successor From nil your letters I see 
Anderson" is the person you wish I suspect he would not at tlio 
present moment choose to go. If the report of the world is true, 
that ho is soon to bo married to n very pretty young woman m 
Scotland I take it for granted hia lovo of India will subside. If he 
does not go, I am much disposed to wish tho Court of Directors 
not to mnko any appointment immediately, but to wait for your 


opinion on tho subject, which can bo asked cither officially or by 
private lettor Bo that as it will, I wish yon to transmit to mo a 
list of such persons os you think qualified in all respects to fill up 
tho vacancies that may occur, for there can bo no difficulty of 
having thorn appointed ns vacancies may actually happen. 

I do not think that I havo any more to tronblo ) on with on this 
subject, and remain, as ever Tours, &a. 


IIZNTIT DUKUAfl. 


PS I am sure, both from tho stylo of your lotters and Mr 
Shore s, you will approve of my ideas respecting Sir John Mao 
pheraon. 


1 It# rwirtJ tm thrr* buUhneoU, W- 10,000/. om tlx Nolob of tlx Cmutlc. 

Mutb 1789 lUnh 1"90 * tX.ril A a-Unoa, b. Ftb, 10 1751 A 

15,301/. Tr_ Jnrx 1 1809 f^txioo Atr- 3 1B_5j m. Aor 14.17B8, IlwUr 
tovu. tu crcfemd ofl Vita, ca kl* CbriJlbn, d*o. #f Hebert FtodUy fAr], 
"* I '* f »* to tb* C^enjxny ■ cHha b* b*J of JLJX of Drantoor#. 



1788. 


INDIA. 


371 


Marquis of Lansdowne to Earl Cornwallis 


[Received Aug 25, 1788 ] 

My DEAR Lord, London, Apnl 5, 1788 

. . The winter has been taken up with Hastings’s trial, 

which has hithei to pioved as frivolous as it promises to be endless 
There has been a good deal of discussion about the Declaratory Bill, 
the unpopularity of which has been tin own upon Dundas, who, from 
the language of all descriptions, will find it difficult if not impos- 
sible, to pieserve his hold upon India 

As to foieign news, I vail own to you in confidence, that I am 
very apprehensive of the consequence of all that we have been 
doing in the summer. We have mortified the French, and dnven 
them into a variety of close connexions, the effects of which we may 
have to feel, while on our side we have been able to do very little 
to counteract what may happen In Holland we have alienated 
the majority, and depend upon a minority more devoted to Prussia 
than to us The French make the strongest professions words 
can expiess of their devotion to a pacific system, and have recourse 
to every argument private and public to convmce us that they are 
determined not to profit directly or indirectly by the downfall of 
the Turks, whenever it happens , but though I know the Archbishop 
of Toulouse and those about him very well, and respect theu cha- 
racter and their principles, I can never believe such professions, so 
that I shall not be surprised to hear of some general partition, or 
that we may be driven to a war to prevent one by which we may 
be affected I should however add, that I am singular in my 
opinions, and would not trouble you with them, if I was not aware 
that it is agreeable to anybody at a distance to hear different 
opinions You must not imagine that mine arises from any dislike 
to Government, for I never was more completely unconnected with 
every party. 

I am much obliged to you my dear Lord, for your attention to 
the persons I mentioned to you The Kennaways are friend’s 
friends, being recommended to me by Sir Bobert Palk , 1 but I am 
glad to hear they have merit, which he assured me they had , but 
I shall be excessively obliged to you if you can put Fom belle 2 into 
some good situation, as I knew him from his infancy, educated him 


1 Sir Robert Palk, Bart , £0 created June 
19, 1772, b Dec 1717, d May 1798, m 
Feb 7, 1761, Anne, dan of Arthur Van- 
sittart, Esq , of Shottesbrook. He •was 
Governor of Madras for several years M P 

for Ashburton from 1767 to 1768, and from 


Nov 1774 to March, 1787 

2 John FombeUe, b Sept. 11, 1763, d 
Nov 24, 1849, m 1st, 1785, Miss Coates, 
2nd, Miss Crisp He filled various offices 
the last he held was Judge of the Sadder 
Adawlut 


2 b 2 
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myself and can be answerable to yon for Ins steadiness and 
integrity 

Torn- Lordships partiality to Lord Wycombe 1 since he was 
born will ma k e yon glad to bfear that he is returned from abroad 
everything we could wish, and promises to be a great blessing to us, 
I wish you, my dear Lord, a continuance of good health, and 
have no doubt of your augmenting the reputation which, without a 
compliment, you have universally acquired, 

I am, Ac., 

T j AKH I HI \Y H K, 

In a subsequent letter dated three days later. Lord Lansdowne 
says that he has it from good authority that the French have no 
wish to disturb the peace and that Spain entirely agrees with them 
on Northern politics that Russia will be satisfied with Otchnkoflj 
but that Austria is still anxious for war 

Ho also mentions rumours respecting the King s wish to make 
somo changes in tko Ministry, and says that the Opposition* think 
tho Government must foil to pieces. 

Gexeoal Grast to Earl Cohxwalus, 

[Tbrcrir*! Ang 25, 1788.] 

Mt DEAD Lord 8*ctrin« 8tmt, April ft, 1788. 

The long expected * Havensworth, after a tedious passage of 
fire months, amvcd in the end of March, with pleasing accounts 
from yourself to your friends, and to mo m particular 

Tho reports of ycrar administration which Iiavo been trans- 
mitted to individuals, ore full of approbation and applauso. I haio 
not beard tho most distant surmise of a gnovanco they say there 
arc no fortunes to bo made m India, and that gontlemon m thoir 
present situations cannot afford to hvo w tho aponsivo way tboy 
formerly did Imt os your reforms have been general, without 
favour or partiality being convinced of tho propriety they submit 
but I lrnvo only heard of tho necessity of tho caso from yourself, 
ns yon say tho nnfortunato Fnnccs liaro not a rupee left, Tho 
Indians u*ed to account for their numbers diminishing by saying 

1 Joba llraiy Earl *f UjcxrtaU afar- Wrroabr frrja Martb 1785,UJnrw 18*10 
warU, i'.ij 7 160 *t>J MarqaU cT Lurt- * Tb* Ot-jo*lLkw np-rtrd to Arfrai 0*- 
** 1^"*- S 1 Sj, A Not 1j 1800 i rtremrot rpoa tV D»cLi»le *7 Bill, TVt* 

” 7 27 18 MarU Aral^lU, dm. of wai Do famditkn fcr lb* nww tint 1 1 n 
w*b»w *f Hlr iKil Kfcg wkb*l anr ebrnr* In tba JlinW/T 

' iwt. fa.lL- mr Cr. T 
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that the bieath of the white people did not agiee with them, and 
youi Eastern soveieigns will say with equal truth, that their gold 
and silver coins have hitherto melted away undei the touch of 'a 
single Euiopean Resident, without the aid and assistance of milit ary 
Collectors 

I do not think that the affairs in Europe bear so peaceable an 
aspect as they do m Asia ; the Empeior and Russia are at war with 
the Turks , Spain and the Princes m Barbary are arming , 1 a Pro- 
clamation has been issued to pi event our seamen from enteimg 
into foreign service , and Thornton, 2 a Russian merchant and agent, 
is not allowed to lure transports for the Russian service , he may 
buy as many ships as he pleases, but those ships must be navigated 
from the British ports by foreigners, and the Russians have already 
said that their fleet is not to pass through the Channel If that 
fleet cannot get into the Mediterranean, 3 the plan agamst the 
Turks must fail, as the two Imperial armies cannot be supplied 
with provisions, and must of course fall back upon Poland , if they 
are disappointed m them schemes, Russia will piobably resent the 
part which has been taken by this Court and is universally ap- 
proved of, as a good return for the Armed Neutrality 4 * The Em- 
peror’s subjects m the Low Countnes are dissatisfied, 6 you know 
they are obstinate, and ’tis said they aie ready for mischief and 
will give linn trouble The French are marching large bodies of 
troops to that fiontier Our treaty with Holland 6 was some time 
ago said to be finally concluded , but it met with a hitch from the 
remains of the French party, and has been delayed , but that is a 
conjecture on my part, for it is still thought to be decided upon, 
though it has not taken place, and of course the peerage for Sir 
James Hams has been postponed till the Tieaty is signed and 
sealed. Eden goes to Spam , 7 he has already left Paris , he was 


1 The Spanish armament effected nothing 
against Barbary 

° The Thornton family Mere closely con- 
nected with Russian trade Six of them weie 
assistants of the Russian Company , among 
them Robert, afterwards M P for Colchester , 
Henry (Mr Wilberforce’s gieat friend), M P 
for Southwark, and Samuel, M P for Hull 

3 The Russian fleet did not enter the Medi- 
terranean. Even then the command of the sea 
■was evidently considered indispensable to the 
success ot a campaign against Turkey 

4 One object of the Armed Neutrality in 

1780, was to enforce the doctrines that free 
ships made free goods, and that vessels under 

convoy could not be searched Notwithstand- 
ing the union of Russia, Sweden, and Denmark 
(joined afterwards by Prussia and Holland) to 

effect this object, it failed so complete!), that 


the Empress Catherine, conversing with Sir 
James Hams, called it the “ armed nullity ’’ 

5 The attempts of the Emperor Joseph to 
alter the constitutions of the several pro- 
vinces of the Low Countries, and the violence 
with which his proposed reforms were en- 
forced by the Governor, Count Trautsman- 
dorff, created a ferment, which broke out in 
open rebellion June, 1787, and was put 
down with much difficulty and considerable 
loss of life The existing constitutions had 
been guaranteed by England and Holland 

6 This treaty was signed April 15, 1788 
Sir James Hams was created a Baron Sept 
19 following 

7 He had been appointed to that post Aug 
18, 1787 Though still MP foi Hejtes- 
bury, he was averse to appetnng in the 
House of Commons, wlicie he knew he would 
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offered the Ited Biband, a a I havfe been told, but be declined the 
honour as he flatters lumself with a peerage when Sir James 
Hama is made. And as Eden has no fortune and lias lxred very 
expensively at Pans, he probably expects to support the dignity by 
following Lord Dorchester s example in the pension way At any 
rate he prefers any climate to tbe House of Commons. 

The Dukes of Dorset and Northumberland 1 get the two vacant 
Blue Ribands, the Minister not being anxious to adorn his own 
person , he probably Bunks he may wait far another opportunity, 
though lately when everything was perfectly quiet and a number 
of confidential members were in the country, there was a storm 
raised by the India Directors and Proprietors, and increased by a 
clamour from all your East India officers and their relations, in- 
flamed underhand by the Marquis of lansdowne, and brought for 
ward m the House of Commons with great ability by Fax and 
Sheridan, in opposition to the Declaratory Bill framed by the 
Minister to explain the powers vested in the Board of Control by 
tho Act of 1784 upon tho Directors refusing to receive the now 
raised rogiments on board their ships in course of tho debates, 
which continued for several days, a number of members appeared 
to bo wheeling and I believe Opposition were sanguine in their 
expectations of oversetting tho Ministry, when Mi* Pitt put overy 
thing to nghta by recommitting the Bill and adding some very con- 
ciliatory clauses winch pleased the House and tho public, though 
tho alarming powers remain tho same. Our friend Dun das was 
violently attacked and rather overmatched for n day, hut ho re- 
turned to tho chargo and is ready to fight another day Upon 
tho wholo, Mr Pitt never has had such a push mado against lum 
it was thought necessary to call in tho outposts, and tho auxiliary 
troops were brought from Scotland * 

At tho Irish Club we havo boon honoured with tho presence 
of tho Pnnco of Males and Duko of \orlc, who aro reciprocally 
obliged to one another the Prince lias taught tho Doko to dnnh 


1* ill rteHr*l by U» ftrmw political axao- 
F*i *3*1 bit frimda. 

* TV Doit of Vorthtnntorland bad l<*» 
a *rarm iitj jtcUt »f Mr Pitt, bet roditnly 
lialoord bhn toaur* hr Dot m*£i 
llwtfr4'xnrnl of tba OrJoiocr Oa a tab- 
bo artM to a alnrilar earner 
a*l »u IL/Trfare attacked bl tbr AaU- 
Oat Umau — 
f-rrW tat CatVwa. rfcarch *»1 law 
I f aMMirCuw 

TU UMhT taw. Iwt atUJ cfca Km 
rnw* «r i il «n— 

*• »*■ ■* (jfwtotol C*t*rt *f tv niur* 
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IK t*l j, 1S3 to 115, 310 to 122, and 
137 to 73. It h pretoU* that tb* c cm -t *- 
»»oa mad* Vy Mt PUt, tbc*-b trartkally 
of bttto raltx arrnl hha from dr-fnl la 
tV Lord, tb* tnaJorUJwi rarto! fr**j 45 to 
7b, tb* mtoarilV 18 to 3- 
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m tlic most, liberal and copious way, and the Duke m letum lias 
been equally successful m teaching his biothei to lose his money at 
all sorts of play — Qumzo, Hazard, &c — to the amount as we are 
told, of very largo sums in favour of Lidia General Smith 1 * and 
Admiral Pigot , 5 who both wanted it very much These play parties 
have chiefly taken place at a new' Club, formed this winter by the 
Prince of Wales m opposition to Biookes’s, because Tarleton and 
Jack Payne , 3 pioposed by His Boyal Highness, were black-balled. 
The Club by way of distinction, as there are so many of them m 
St James’s Street, passes under the name of the Dover House .' 4 
Goldsworthy , 5 who neither spends or lo^es his money, gets a step os 
Clerk Marshal and First Equeny, with a house and three hunched 
a-year of additions, by the death of Caipenter . 6 Lord Howard 7 got 
the legiment, as Ins troop of Grenadier Guauls is leduced North- 
umberland declines both pension and regiment, but he certainly 
wants something, and is not pleased though he gets the Duke of 
Rutland’s nbaud , he wanted lus father’s, but that being contiary 
to rule w r as not agieed to, though m fact it was tantamount, as it 
was not given away till auolhei fell My reason for saying that 
he is not quite pleased, is because Ramsfoid , 8 who is brought m by 


1 Mijor-Geneni ^mith, d lid) 3, 1803 
M P for W r cndover nnd Wnrolmm from Oct 
1780 to Juno 1790 , elected for Ihndon m 
1774 nnd 1775, tw ice turned out forbnbcr), 
for which he was prosecuted nnd convicted 
He v as commonly called II) dor All, whence 
his son, reckoned the best wlust-plnyer of the 
div, got the nnme of Tippoo 

- Hugh Pigot, Admiral of the White, 
brother of George, only Lord Pigot , b Mny 
28, 1722, d Dec 15, 1793 , m 1st, Eliza- 
beth, dau of Peter le Ncie, Esq , 2nd, June 
20, 1769, Frances, dau of the Her Sir 
Richard W'rottesley He superseded Lord 
Rodney m 1782 A Lord of the Admiralty 
from March, 1782, to Dec. 1783, MP foi 
Penryn from May, 17G8,to June, 1774, and for 
Bndgcnorth from Feb 1778, to March, 1784 

3 John Willot Payne, always known as 
Jack Payne, afterwards a Rear-Admiral, bro- 
ther of Ralph, only Lord Lavington , b 
1752, d Dec 17, 1803, unmarried He 
was a confidential friend of the Prince of 
Wales, who made him successively his Pri- 
vate Secretary, Comptroller of his Household, 
Auditor-General of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
and Lord Warden of the Stannaries In 1800 
he was made Treasurer of Greenwich Hos- 
pital M P for the borough of Huntingdon 
from May, 1787, to 1796 

4 It was situated where Fenton’s hotel 

now (1857) stands It was kept by Weltzie 

(who had been house-stew aid to the Punce 

of W r ales), by whose name it was afterwards 


called It was there that lord Birr) more 
received two blnck bills more than there 
were members m the room, and W r eltzic, 
upon being called to explain, said, “ I did 
put m two blnck bills ni)self, lest lie should 
come m, nnd ruin my club ” 

5 Colonel, afterwards Lieut -General Philip 
Goldsworthy, nnd Colonel 1st Dragoons, 
d Jan 3, 1801 M P for Wilton from 
Jin 1785 to bob 1788, and fiom Jan 1794 
till his death He had been about Court ns 
an Equerry or Clerk-Mnrslml from 1778 to 
1801, and was much in the confidence of 
George III , to whom he had been aide-de- 
camp 

G General Benjamin Carpenter, son of Col 
Carpenter, 3rd Guards, who was killed at 
Fontenoy , Colonel 4th Dragoons, b 1713, 
drowned himself in the Serpentine March 8, 
1788 , m Mjss Kerr Equerry to the King, 
1761, and Clerk-Marshal, 1771 

7 John, 7th Lord Howard de Walden, 
K B , Field-Marshal and Colonel 4th Dra- 
goons, b Feb 20, 1719, d May 25, 1797, 
m 1st, March 9, 1749, Anne, dau of Baron 
Schutz, and 2nd, June 11, 1765, Catherine, 
dau of William Clayton, Esq , of Harleyford 
Created Sept 5, 1788, Baron Braybrooke, 
with remainder to bis distant relation Richard 
Aldworth Neville, Esq , whose son Richard is 
Dow (1857) 3rd Lord Braybrooke M P foi 
Andover from Nov 1749 till he became a peei 

8 Lieut -General, aftenvaids General 
Chailcs Rainsford, Colonel 44lli Regiment, 
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Lord Lovaine , 1 did not rote with the administration in the late 
India business he did not vote against, and he told me that he did 
not attend, because his friends did not like the Declaratory Bill 
that is not direct opposition, but it is not the langnage of what Dick 
rallq good politeness. 

Hastings s trial was at first well attended, all the members of 
the House of Commons in therr places. Tbo fine women conld not 
exist out of Westminster Hall, and everybody who conld procure a 
ticket* was there, and did not think it a hardship to go down at 
eight in the rooming to get a good place, and to wait quietly being 
so seated for four or five hours before the tnal came on it was the 
object of the day and the constant conversation in every company 
but during the holidays and since the recess, yon hear do more of 
Hastings than of on American battle. The tnal is hard upon the 
poor man he sits at the bar to hear himself most illiberally abused, 
13 and must have been pnt to great expense, and from what lias ap- 
peared and been said though he may not be to blame, yet a some- 
thing will stick m the minds of many people and though ho sjionld 
noither bo fined or conflnod, and should in n great measure be ac- 
quitted of ovory chargo which is brought against him, as every part 
of his conduct for a senes of years has been so minutely examined, 
nnd no ollownnco made bv his prosecutors for the difference of 
government, laws, and customs in tho Eastern nnd Western worlds, 
ho nover can bo restored to the same situation ho was in before 
tho impeachment commenced and he certainly in a great measure 
owes his misfortunes to tho mistaken real of his friend Major 
Scott,* who b allied Barko into tho ptneevtton Bat tho tnal is to 


b. 1 27 d. 3J*y 4 1809 [ m. trier j 

-*i, F b. 18 t 89 Am* Carmlla, dm 
of Sir 3Ief» Jloirarai, Bert-, ((room of tb* 
to tb* Link* f tiloocartrr 51 P 
for Milk* f *cn Nrr 1 “7 3 to J an- 1 "74 f ,-r 
l^ml ten f «n Jin. 1 tP to D*r 17SH j inj 
for Nmqort Conmll' from r-rpt. I 90 to 
31a I tk) 1! la tb* laltl* of FcctrDoy 
1 Mormon _t>l Load Lotus* (*oo *! 
Ilo-b, 1st I>nl cf S MlbomUi Un I), tnal* 
LiH (if I W»rrt*y \ r 3, 1790 b. Jin. I 
1 oO d.OcL 1 1 830 1 tn, J mu 8 1775, 
luMl, teunjo, ulor of Prtor 1 t Lord 
< wydr MJ l r N*rt burnt -Trim I frrrn 
bar I *"’4 till b- oerr-vt*! t b till* 
Jna* 6, ITS 11 inVnlM from hi, Cither 
l* - **!-* ru-rraldf-o *Lkb b- Lrj t, \\ imirtat 
C*»L tn 1 ti* I* bm*li f Nnrport «r»i 
la U wLfctb l* ad I t* lu Lr*tb*r 

1! *u U lb* Jrtrtiu, in (non, u>I 

rr *»I 1 t frm tb* RjjtuiT f tb* 

r * *f ink! till I |4 
1 T rrt fM*~i »« «ru*<tul]y to 


fir a tlckrt, and as m et fa aj fifty to b*ar 
8b* lion Berlin *pe«h. See WalpoJ* to 
51r Barnett, Jana fi, 1 80 
* John Bcntt, a 51 hr tn tb* Earl India 
Company • **rrkr wham Lead Mianliy 
tral deacrib** as 11 rtfers • mal tajodlrtous 
frtoal a»l a-rot { b. I 47 d. May 3, 1819 j 
tn. lit, Maria, dan. of Jacob Itu-bot Ea-j 
cf C**brl ; *b* bal h*rn on tb* rti-» j Tod, 
□ Lni^th dia. of Aknnlrr BUctm Eiq 
of Bromley j and 3rd Jlra. Eatra, tb* actma, 
thro a *i low Lot who bvl l-wr* b*ro acta- 
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conic on again on the HHli, the Pceis must letmn to town, much 
confr.m to tlie inclination of some of them, but particuloily to the 
mortification of the Duke of Brulgwatci , 1 2 who has been looking 
after his canal in Lnncnslme ; but both Houses aie so tired of the 
trial, that I dare say Sn Elijah Inipey is perfectly safe Sn John 
Mncplieison c went through the ceiemony of secunng a passage, 
without an intention of gomg to India, though he is empowered by 
the Directors to return if he pleases, as he made it appear to them 
that he left Bengal on account of his health What Ins plan is, I 
know* not , but I am pretty suie that nothing is fixed — it will 
probably end in a pension , w'hnt the quantum will be I know not, 
but m the opinion of the Minister, if I am not mismfoimed, a 
locum tenens is not to be considered upon the same footing with a 
Governor-General. He has upon Petrie’s 3 prosecution been found 
guilty of bribeiy, and lined iluee thousand pounds, which they say 
at the Lidia House renders him incapable of being a justice of the 
pence, and of course should operate more forcibly against his 
being a member of the Supreme Council. I believe Ins fortune is 
i ery inconsiderable, and lie is said to be an expensive man. The 
pension talked of is fiom a thousand to tw r o thousand a-yenr 4 . . 
Poor Rigby, the best friend, and most cheeiful pleasant companion, 
has been ill for several months, and is breathing his last at Bath 
without the least hopes of recovery. Indeed I expect every morning 
w r hen the post comes in, to hear of his death 

I said a great deal to you m my last letter about law f promo- 
tions they still remain impatient expectants m the same situations 
Lord Mansfield continues to stop the w r ay , he lives m hopes of 
quartei-day and receives his salary , he is not likely to die, and is 
not inclined to let other people live, foi the two Ciown lawyers 
seldom have a brief m then pockets Bullei has had tu r o paralytic 
strokes, and had not been able foi some tune to attend the busmess 
of King’s Bench The othei judges do not choose to decide m great 
causes, and seveial of them have been put off upon that account 


1 Francis, 3rd and last Duke of Bridgewater, 
b May 31, 1736, d unmarried, March 8, 1803 

2 It is quite clear Sir John never really 
intended to letnm to India, but threatened 
to do so, that he might obtain some pecuniary 
rev aid His election for Oncklade had been 
declared void on the ground of bribery 
Between 50 and 60 of his supporters had 
been convicted of that offence, and 82 actions 
had been brought against him, which he 

avoided by going abroad 

B Samuel Pctne had been Sn J Macphei- 


son’s opponent at Cricklade Numerous pro- 
secutions, commencing in 1781, arose out of 
the Cricklade elections , m one Mr Pitt was 
counsel Mi Petne obtained verdicts against 
Lord Porchester, Sir J Macpberson, Mr 
Bnstov , and Mr Barwell for 53,500/, but 
was prosecuted and convicted m his turn o 
A Bill was brought in, in consequence of 
these elections, for extending the limits of 
the Borough to the adjacent Hundreds. 

4 Bee ant&, letter of Mi Dundas, April 5 
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People have become impatient, many bints are given in newspapers 
for retirements, but the Chief Justice keeps his ground. 

Believe me, &<x, 

Jaiteb Grant 

Right Hot Hexet Dutdas to Haul Cornwallis. 

[Print*.] focrirfd Aog JA, 1788. 

Mt DEAR Lord, Wlmilriao, Aprfl 7 1788 

On the eve of the ship s now sailing, I cnn do no 
more than express the satisfaction I feel m the good you are doing 
to your country and the credit you ore gaining to yourself by your 
unremitting industry and attention to the welfare of the British 
empire in India. If it is any satisfaction to you to hear it, I can 
with perfect truth assure your Lordship, that full justice is done to 
)on in all quarters. 

Thero arc two particulars in your pnvnto letters, which I think 
it right not to omit this first opportunity of answering First, that 
part of your letter where you say that tho Company s officers ought 
not to lrnvo King s commissions. But your Lordship will observe 
that in tho modo which has been adopted, your objection doos not 
operuto for tho brevet commissions which your Lordship is to 
grant undor tho Warrant given from tho King to you, is only an 
accessory to tho Company e commission, ond therefore, if in tho 
usual modo of dismissing thoso officers from tho Company s somce, 
thoir Company s commissions bccomo vacated tho Kings brovot 
of courso becomes of no effect, so that there w no dnngor either of 
disregarding tho civil authority or making appeals to tho King 
ngnin t tho acts of authority exorcised Lj you on tho spot 1 trust, 
Hit reforc the modo which lias boon adopted will meet with your 
tntm approbation, and will enable you to carry your commands 
with eclat over o lumnomoas and muted nrm\ I am glad jour 
Mm of not giving Kings commissions to tho Componj s ofiicera 
uas onh mentioned in your private letter to me and not in your 
jmbhc letter In nil resj>ccts jour publio letter was ju. t wlrnt I 
would have wished. It comes too vtiy op|iortnnely, for if y on 
lmd wrote it on jmrpoH? it could not lrnvo been more entire! v cal 
i Mated to support all our reasonings, and refuto all tho reasonings 
of our opjuiw nts In t!i< lato di*cu «ions on tho military establish 
mints m India. Tho oth« r jxunt I wish to advert to is tin un 
iain*-s you to foil on account of tho filiUrolitt of tie 

IhrertoM with ngard to tlit appointments of thur frervantx, and 
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your apprehensions that they will undo somo of the arrangements 
you lm e made I beg you to set your mmd at ease on that sub- 
ject. I do not i ecollcct, till I have time to look over the despatches 
to v Inch 3011 allude, what are the particulars you find fault with, 
but I shall take care that they be rcconsideied, and probably a 
discretion opened to ) r ou until respect to these snlaries which have 
been found fault until. . . . I do not mean to take any par- 

ticular crecbt to myself 111 that respect, for I would do injustice to 
the Court of Dnectois if I was not to assure you, that their respect 
for you is of a nature that does not requne any spui from me I 
wish I could say the same until legard to Sir Archibald Campbell, 
uhose merit, great as it is, does not meet with justice in that 
quarter. We all feel of him as your Lordship does, and will give 
lum thorough support . . . JBeheve me, &c , 

Henry Dundas. 

Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug 25, 1788] 

My DEAR Loud, Sackvillc Street, Apnl 10, 178S 

I have just leceived the favour of your letter of the 6th of 
July, and rejoice most sincerely to hear that everything goes on 
so well nj youi part of the woild, and that you enjoy your health, 
though at the expense of a vei-y troublesome complaint, 1 which is 
however, the more supportable, as it is a certain maik of an excel- 
lent constitution and will most probably secure you horn more 
serious illnesses. I hope you will have received before this the 
letter which I wrote to you m January, wheiem I gave you a short 
account of our proceedings since our letum to this country. I 
am sorry to say that we still go on at a most furious rate, and I 
cannot but lament most sincerely certain parts of our conduct, 
which I hope we shall correct before if is too late That very strong 
passion for gammg which I always foiesaw would be the lock which 
we should most likely split upon, has broke out with all the vio- 
lence I apprehended, and the too frequent opportunities which offer 
for indulging it, fill me with the most serious apprehensions. What 
a pity it is, that with such excellent parts, and with a disposition 
calculated to make everybody about him happy and contented, 
he should be so led away by his passions, as to lose the finest game 
that ever presented itself to a person of Ins rank and situation ! 
I do not however, by any means despair, many things may 


1 The gout, to which Loid Cornwallis was subject 
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happen, which by taking him out of this state of dissipation (which 
we have all in some degree experienced) may give a new tom to 
his mmd, and make him see thing* in then* true light 

I ptmlj now my dear Lord attempt to give yon some little 
sketch of what is go mg on in this part of the world, but as I am 
no great politician, and no ways let into the secret I am afraid 
I shall do nothing more than repeat what yon will receive m 
many other letters, and much better than I am able to give it 
The principal subject of conversation before Easter rolled chiefly 
upon Hr Hastings s trial, and on Mr Pitt’s, Declaratory Act eon 
coming the power invested in the Board of Control to interfere m 
the direction of East India affairs , the Minister however carried 
his point but agreed to insert some clauses which might servo to 
check any abase of the power granted by tbo first Bill How far 
this agreed with the opinions of eomo of lus coUeagnes I know not 
it is reported that there were some dissentient* upon the occasion. 
In regard to Mr Hasting* s trial, which re-commences on the 20th 
instant, the very violent (and, in my opinion, illiberal) manner m 
which tlio prosecution is earned on has disgnstod many people tho 
very lwrsh expressions which Sir Bnrke Mr Fox, and Mr Grey 
rondo use of in opening tho different charges ngninst him, shocked 
and oflonded many people, even thoso who were prejudiced against 
'Ur Hastings how and when it will end tho Lord knows. He 
must, however bo something more than man, if in tho ’Course of 
such vory weighty transactions, somo faults, both of head and 
perhaps of heart, may not be sifted out, especially where so much 
pains ond such extraordinary talents are employed to unravel and 
detect them 

I wish I could send you any authentic lutelhgcnco of conti 
neutal politics. I flatter myself bowovor, that His lloyal Highness 
will set aside a leisure hour to answer your lastlottortoldm which 
he Iwd tho goodness to show roo and as I behovo ho still keeps up 
a pretty closo correspondence with raj fnend Fwnrt and somo 
o tlier foreign correspondents, ho will bo better ablo to sond tlrnt 
kind of information to you tlmn I ntn. Tho report at present is 
that Spain means to opposo tho entrance of tho Hussion fleet into 
tho Mediterranean, Imt I am apt to flunk from wlwt I ctrn collect 
that this rumour is by no ramus well solutnntiatcd nt least wc do 
not appear to l*e in the I< a*t alarmed here or in a hnm to toko 
nur stops to fw prepared on mir part. \\c wait with great ira 
]utunet to bear from the two imperial nrmi's. It Is rather too 
mrlv in tin uar fir an) nr} activo operations in tlmt jsirt of tin 
world as the crops are not as )ct nlrrmocd enough to feed f>uch 
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To quote precedents of similar hardships gives but cold comfort 
but m America m the year 1780, all the bent-colonels were super- 
seded by the Provincial colonels, whom they had commanded four 
years m the same r anks and Lieut Colonel Webster, who was 
second in command under me with the corpe serving m South 
Carolina, was at once superseded and actually commanded by Lord 
Itawdon, who was at the tone a much younger heut-colonel in tho 
King s service than himself and this happened m tho faco of tho 
enemy 

It gives me pleasure, at all events, that yon will rotnm your 
present command for another year it wfll then bo prudent for you 
to tnho yonr family home, and yon ore so near the head of tho list 
of bent-colonels, that I hop© it will not be long before yon will 
recta vo some substantial reparation. 

Behove me, (to, 

Cornwallis. 


EaM. CoRNWALUS TO II S II THE DtJIE OT BnUSUWTCC 
Sin, CfcimtU, Srpt 1TS8 

Tho extraordinary kindness and conildonco with wliich your 
Highness honoured mo when I had tho pleasure of paying m) 
respects to you in tho year 1785, were so very gratifying to me, 
and rnado eo strong an impression on my mind, that I looked 
forward with tho most earnest hopes to tho possibility of my serving 
with a body of English troops in an army undor your command. 

Amongst tho man) objections which occurred to mo against 
undertaking tho arduous task which my King and country imposed 
upon me tho consideration (hot I must relinquish this flavoring 
prospect was ono of tho most forciblo , and whon I heard that your 
llighne^s was marching into Holland, I would most gladly havo 
facnficed all tho daizling situations that Asm could hold forth for 
the honour of attending jou. 

Tho wisdom and rigour of your measures, and your rapid and 
brilliant success, liare for a timo at least, given pooco to tho 
western jiart of Europe and haTo again called forth that universal 
npplau*e and admiration, which your Higlmess has so often received 
and to ju tlr men ted. 

Mav 1 Log that you will bcliero Unit no person can tako a more 
earnest part titan rajself in tTcrvlhfng that cone* ms your glory 
and ltappme-s and tliat I tun, with tho most sincere attachment 
aal n-5]*-ct, Ac., Cornwallis. 
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IIvrl Cornwallis to tiil Night IIon* Htjoiy Duxdas. 

[Pmnle nnd Confidential ] 

P>E\I? Sir, Cilcnttn, Noa 1, 1788 

Pofore I stale llio complaints which I Imvc to make on my 

pnrt nnd on the putt of tins Government, I think it. is right to 

premise, thnt I am convinced you never intended to give giounds 

for tliein. nnd thnt I atinbute tlie slinre you had in somo measures 

* 

which are nnd others which wcie likely to have been, distiessmg 
and degrading to me. to the hurry of the business in which you 
were engaged, nnd to }our not being sufficiently on youi guard 
against the workings of subtle and person eiing intrigue; pcihnps 
by these last expressions •von will already guess that my grievances 
are Sir ,T. Mncpherson nnd Colonel J. Murray . 1 Thnt the fonnei 
does not return to India, is indeed n fortunate event, but his being 
officially permitted to return, nnd his having been within a few days 
of einbnikmg, has had an effect not easily to be i amoved What 
must the people in this country, either Europeans or natives, 
imagine? They have seen that our measures have been ns widely 
difieient. as I trust, they believe our dispositions nnd characters to 
be. Will the} not be astonished that the same ruling power should 
approve of both? I need not pursue this subject any further, nnd 
state how probable it. must appear to everyone that he was to 
succeed to my situation, nud how r much thnt prospect would weaken 
Government m supporting all our internal arrangements, os well as 
shake the confidence of the native powers The next question was, 
Wdiy does Mr Dundas let him return ? Why does he not tell him, 
when he talks of grievances and pensions, that he may think him- 
self well off that he is not impenehed? That he was guilty of a 
breach of an Act of Parliament m the oiler which he made of aid 
to the Poonak Government; and that he was guilty of basely 
degrading the national character, by the quibbles and lies whichlie 
made use of to evade the performance of it. That his Government 
was a system of the dirtiest jobbing, that besides a numbei of 
other stipulations, he bought General Sloper’s vote by making Mr 

■ give a quartei of the plunder of to Mr , and that 

his conduct in Oude was as impeachable, and more "disgusting to 
the Yrner, than Sir Hastings’s 

Whatever diffi culties I may have had hitherto m giving an 
answer to this question, I will endeavour to do it m this letter. 

1 Colonel, afterwards Sir John M'Gregor nnd sister of Lord Bannatyne During the 
Murray, Bart., so created June 23, 1795, war with Tippoo, Colonel Murray exerted 
b 1745, d June 29, 1822 , m April 10, himself so much as to obtain the marked ap- 
1775, Anne, dan of Roderick M'Leod, Esq , probation of Lord Cornwallis 
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Mr D undos chose to believe a report which, if he hod been at 
tho trouble of inquiring, he must have been soon convinced conld 
ha vo no sort of foundation, that Lord Cornwallis, at the ago of 
forty nine, forgetting the serious tosh which he had undertaken, 
nnd forgetting likewise his grey hairs and rheumatism had married 
a girl of sateen. If this had been true, no very flattering hopes 
could have been indulged respecting the future conduct of the 
Governor-General and it is not probable that Sir J Mncpherson s 
coming out could have done any material harm, as Lord Com 
vrollis a Government would have been m no great clangor of being 
either weakened or degraded. But ns Mr Dundas was pretty 
decpl) interested m the ultimate success of our affairs m India, I 
cannot help thinking that it would have been prudent in lnm to 
have taken pains to trace the rise and progress of this report. If 
ho had dono so he would soon have discovered that it originated 
solely with Sir J Macpliereon, who told more than one person that 
I could name, thnt although ht did not htm*c{f believe 1 1 he had seen 
a letter that camo through Franco which mentioned it as a feot, 
and who said in the hearing of Colonel Musgrnvc that ho thought 
it very likely to bo trao, from tho attention which Lord 0 had 
shown to tho lady before ho left Bengal. 5 

So much for Sir J Macphorson and tho mnmngo , lot us now 
proceed to our great reformer Colonel John Murray 

That gentleman and lus brothers 1 havo been long famous in 
tins settlement for their spirit of intnguo and their able nnd suc- 
cessful perseverance in all jobs v-hcro thoir interest was concerned. 
These talonts boing more useful than cither omiablo or engaging, 
tho consequence of them has been, that tho Murray family is prett) 
generally detested in this country Although very fow of Colonel 
Murray s retrenchments could ever l>o realised, and that lie took 
much more credit for thorn than ho deserved j ot ho is certainl) a 
man of senso and of business, and b) no means a bod military 
Auditor General, and if I had not tliouglit that my friend Bobmson 
exceeded him in abilit) industry and importmlit), I should not 
liavc been sony to hnvo seen him appointed to that ofhcc But 

1 TV* Ifcir *u • Mm* Oulpot, «V* *ru Mw*ra » Frtwh ind tV* 

rwlllo »ttf> bnr Lntlwr *a •ffiorr of L*rd \ Iwe, oo t<vl of V* «u 

aH*TT rttorate- V«o* | m. Flic*. Jaa.cf ■ — Tut by 

* ll L»l tVnro Irr-tW, i Mnmln b. Fxj ](• h»l torn AdjaUut-OcrMT*l to 
IT« d. Jnij IT 18*2j m. lit, 1’nom, U* IW— d A my with tb* rwik of CcV’wL 
d «. *f M y* 1 — -Cl; "ol Orarr- d. *f — iW-m. V. 17 d. 1M1 m. 1 P«t 
m r I •>! w I w fCelonrt Mfcrj d. *f I^VrVrk Mxirtoi* £*•)., *f F*1 l*ir», 

AfUt 1 1 ntor» frem l»lu b* twnuvH «M «IU* of Krtvik II rrtJtr* Ixi-, *f 
lU fUo \M*M Fro.. *M tl* IIljLxIkd T*r*UIr fh* IM mctbfT f Nr toirtVk 
>! -fjV V«Ju(rrn. r.Ur kLItol Ac 3, 11 rrtlx* 

t 1 h in *rt^o H Ikr CV-p* cf U* 
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liis lesummg the employment, and pretendmg by a juggle between' 
him and Macplierson in woi cling the lesolution, that he had not 
lesigned it when he went home, winch is conti ary to all the rules 
of the service and highly piejudicial to it, and above all, his rank 
of Colonel and his dehbeiative seat at the Supieme Council, aie to 
me matters of very serious concern and mortification. 

The real rank of Colonel by the Act of 1784, he cannot legally 
have, but it has hurt me very much when I am ordeied to take 
away that rank from such men as Colonels Macleod, Floyd, Stuart, 1 
and Elplnnstone, 2 to notify a young captain, even as a nominal 
Colonel, who never did a day’s military duty m his life that I ever 
heaid of 

His dehbeiative seat with the power of lecordmg his opinions, 
as it for the time undoubtedly ! makes him a member of the 
Supieme Board, is I conceive, absolutely illegal, for he is not 
duly appointed a membei of Council, and cannot by law , as he is 
not a civil servant, and the Council is by Act of Parliament 
restricted to a Governor-General and three Counsellois It makes 
besides, a total want of confidence in the members of Government, 
and after the unwearied, and I trust, the successful pains that I 
have taken to regulate and check the military expenditure, is m 
the greatest degree insulting and degiadmg to them The pre- 
cedent is taken from a most infamous job that was done before the 
Supreme Government was established by law, for a very great 
rascal, and m the most rascally times . . 

I must earnestly request for your own sake, as well as the 
satisfaction of the army, and the ciedit of this Government, that 
his rank of colonel and his deliberative seat may, if possible, be 
recalled. I shall state my objections to both, but with gieat 
caution and without touching upon then illegality, to the Court of 
33 nectors 

Considering my private letters to be addressed to you and 
Mr Pitt only, I beg you will both be assuied that I firmly believe 
nothmg was furthei from your wishes than to occasion any enibai- 
, rassment to me, and that you are soriy that m four or five months, 
you did not employ some persons to find out whether any vessel 
or overland packet had brought information to any part of Euiope, 
of my having committed such an act of levity as marrying Miss 
Pk>lpot lam, &c, 

. Cornwallis 

1 Licut.-Colonel James Stuait, of Blair- April, 1815 
hill, 72nd Regiment, nflerwirds n General, 2 Lieut -Colonel Tohn Elphinstone, 71st 
and Colonel 72ud Regiment, b 1739, d Regiment, d J 11 I 3 26, 1791 
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Eabl Cornwallis to the Coubt of DiBEcrona. 

CatcntU, Not 8, 1788.— £« Appendix, Iso. 21 

Eabl Cornwallis to the Riqiit Hon Henrt Dunius. 

Dear Sir, Cakaua, not 4 'i as. 

By tlie letters which came in the Airly Castle, it lias 
given me pleasure to see that the despatches of the f Havens worth 
liavo not only been agreeable to the Conrt of Directors, bnt con 
ronient to Administration. 

M lahing, as I most cordially do, prosperity to my country and 
credit to its present rulers, I shall feel sincerely happy if any 
efforts of mine mn materially contribute to tho accomplishment 
of both those objects and I have been particularly careful in my 
lottere to tho Court of Directors, to avoid any expressions that m 
their present humour with tho Board of Control might occasion 
embarrassment 

\on will obeorvo that wo did not lose time in availing ourselves 
of tho advantages which your success in Europe had given us, 
for wo received the account of it on tho 1st of April, and Captain 
Kennnway began his joumoy to Uydrabad in tho beginning of 
Mav My friend Sir Archibald saw more difficulties and dangers 
than I did on this occasion, but I was too strongly convinced of 
my bemg m tbo nglit to givo up my opinion to nnv mam It will 
bo a great relief to mo to liavo got over this unpleasant business of 
tho Guntoor which lias boon a weight upon my mind over since I 
havo been in Indio. 

By fuirnew of dealing and a proper attention to our dignity, wo 
have brought tho Mnrnttas to propose to us tho verv thing tliat I 
was last year so strongly urge if from Madras, to ask of tliora. 
Although it is ratlar \oInmmous, I must Iiojhj )ou will read 
over the correspondence Imtwecn Mr Molot and myself, lou 
Hill I nm sure agree with me m thinking tlrnt Ins ablo conduct 
and unremitted ntt< ntion ilex no particular notice 

M\ inclination not to tliwnrt tho Mnrnttas in their viowsnjwn 
( lngvrn’ will not ptriinjH, Ikj |>opulnr at Bomlm where old 

1 C ir-m, «r Jm-wtx, twwll I tan-! In 1 f 2 fW-Lt T«locl prt f tU 

tr-rHf fcCL-L, la li»t karl xir f e>t f n ri^ at, tu tb-- |crj->l.rt FttiU Al<t*»l 

1 j <-r it 1 1 be£ l«q Wl n-mrt at+i I jlihn wl wx* ruj p»| \n U ll>« rlflilAjl 

* !-r»l U [■t»V j m tL» main bH T1 f rnvT • H <tri| ( ,j lit Er 
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piciudices remain, long nftei the causes of them have ceased; but - 
m the piesent ciicumstances of the Siddee family I do not see that 
we have any light to mteifeie, and I think we go full as fai as we 
ought, in lequnmg a piovision foi Balk Meah and his brothei, 
after they have voluntauly put themselves under the piotection of 
the Maiattas. 

You may be assuied that I shall act with caution about 
Salsette, and make no final ngiecment without a lefeience to the 
Court of Dnectois Fiom tlie pioposal uhich Nana has made for 
the exchange of it, I cannot believe that he is m earnest about it. 

The indignity to which Macpheison patiently submitted m 
March, 17 SO, from the Rajah of Cheiika, encouiaged him, or 
latlier Tippoo thiough his means, to take from the settlement of 
Tellicherry by foice the island of Dannapntam m June last That 
affair is now I hope, in a way of being amicably and honomably 
settled, and then I should be very glad to get lid of Telhcheiry 
itself That place is not now of the smallest use to oui commeice , 
it is impossible, as I understand, to penetiate into Tippoo’s countiy 
dnectly from thence , and although it made a long defence last 
war from being very ill attacked, yet it is so weak a post, 
as to be foi ever liable to be earned by a coup-de-mam, and 
the ground bes so inconveniently, that even if it was worth the 
expense it would be impossible to make it a place of strength 

There have been frequent alarms about Tippoo’s designs on 
Travancoie, and tlie Bajah has been veiy much frightened He 
applied to >Sn Aiclubald foi some of oui officeis to discipline his 
tioops, but to that pioposal I gave the most detei mined negative, 
as that measuie has everywheie m this countiy been the source of 
the grossest iniquity Sn Archibald is howevei of opinion, that if 
we could get lid of Tellicherry, it would be advisable to fix a 
station foi three 01 four native battalions on the sea line, near and 
just within the frontiers of the Tiavancore country, where, he says, 
the position would be so strong, that it would be difficult foi 
Tippoo’s whole foice to molest them, and of couise that it would 
effectually secuie the Rajah’s territories . . 

We go on very well with the French, and I have had a friendly 
correspondence with General Conway he piofesses not to mtngue 

honourably earned out, as Abdool Rahim at June G, 1 791, gave, under the guarantee of 
his death m 1784- , bequeathed, m contra- the Company, Balloo Meah and his brothei 
\ cntiou of the arrangements, the principality a tiact of land neai Surnt, foi which they 
to his eldest spn, Abdool Kureem Khan, surrendered nil claim on their patrimonial 
commonly called Balloo Meah, the person estates The Peshwa obtained possession of 
mentioned in the test After much negotia- all on the mam land, but the independence ot 
tion, and some perfidy on the part of the tlie little island of Gingera survived the 
Mnrathas, the latter by an agreement signed empne of the Pesha\ns 
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with the native powers. Although I mav not give implicit faith 
to that assertion, I have no reason to believe that he hns any desire 
at present, to begin any mischief m tins country I have likewise 
just received a very civil letter from the Governor of Batavia, 
who declares hi mself a friend to the present Government in Hoi 
land, and very desirous of cultivating an amicable intercourse with 
the English. Yon may depend on my doing my part, and pre- 
venting as much as I can oar eastern traders from getting into any 
disputes with the Dutch. 

The loss of poor Cathcart is a very senons misfortune. I wish, 
as the object of his embassy was quite publio m India, that it could, 
in tho event of his death, have been entrusted to somo other per 
son but I take it for granted that you had reasons for de(ormimng 
otherwise. 

I hope your treaty with Spam is m a good way Two mer 
clianta camo this year from Manilla, and brought dollars I paid 
them all possblo attention, and told them if thoy did not liko to 
borrow coloure another time, I should, in spito of an obsoloto 
treat) show respect to those of Spain- I wish you would look into 
that old treaty prohibiting their coming mto our Indian ports, and 
fee if it cannot bo altered. 

I never had any conversation or privato correspondence with 
you on tho subject of tho Nabob of Axcot s creditors, yet I can 
ha vo no doubt that wo must think aliko about them, and that yon 
onl) consented that their fraudulent and infamous claims should 
bo put mto any coureo of paymont, bccauso you could not help 
it. I lrnvo thoroughly supported Sir Arcliibald, and I think tho 
arguments in my rainnto are incontrovertible Wo hnvo sont 
homo I*nul Bcnflold 1 but whilst tho senior counsellor « a prin- 
cipal creditor tho ennso will not want support. \ou may mnho 
tho wisest laws, and send out tho ablest instructions for tho 
government of Indio, but thoy will l>c of little semeo unices joa 
can get good govern on* and a proportion, at least, of good coun 
stllors. Thu you will over find to bo tho most difllcalt part of 
your business. I am frightened nlwut Medows ho has begun lij 
a most precipitato act • which will pnjndtco overy man in tho 

* r*al IWrlt, b. 1 4* d Apd ism fjT CfUUW Oct 17SO U llirct, ITSIj 
U r*xv, fa untnr dirttnUncni to. lUry Cf Mafav*lary Jut. I “00 to F h. l“V j 
I nfr-r. iiia. cf II any H*j., d tVn far SfcaAx-cUny to Jaa* IS*VJ H *u 

UmiLrr !<7 tb* taller 11b ccec iloo with modWr,! o* U tin \ 1 I 0 L Ul trwtnU'i*. 
tb- \»1 Vrrrt *r»l bti Ur-r j otollj * 11 hi |j ixM Ihrrr Kfa ulitni 
Wt Trry V-timl* rlxra ttr LUttr to rtitf | j» fatxnmU, »LIrh out! *•!/ l# 
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Company’s seivice against lnm, and which shows that he has not 
been at the trouble to inform lumself of the most common rules 
of the service I enclose a cojiy of the lettei which I have 
wntten to him on the subject, and if I find when he gets to 
Madias, that he is not inclined to apply himself to business, I will 
advise him to ask leave to return. 

I doubt your being able to persevere m the military hue m 
your choice of governors I love Aberciomby, 1 and know him to 
be a man of the strictest honour and integrity, but unless I should 
be encouraged by very good accounts from Bombay, I should have 
great doubts of Ins succeeding m the ticldisli and complicated 
government of Madras The properest man by fai amongst my 
military friends for an East India governor is Colonel Fox, and if 
he was to come to Bengal m the months of August 01 Sep- 
tember, ’90, I would make him pretty much master of the business 
of this country, by the 1st of Januaiy, 1791 There would 
however, be a difficulty about his being Commandei-m-Chief, if 
any of the other governors were semors to him m the army, and 
it could only be remedied by their submitting to let lnm have 
supenor local rank I have before mentioned the names of some 
otheis, and particularly Colonel Thomas Dundas, and I leally do 
not know whom to add to my list 

I am not without my cares about oui council here I fear 
Mi. Shore’s bad health will drive lnm home this year, he is so 
reduced that I hardly dare press him to stay In that event, I 
must recommend m the strongest manner that Mi J Duncan may 
succeed him, and I shall certainly call him into council after 
Shore’s departure, if Macphei son’s vacancy should be notified to 
us without any successor being appomted, although it would grieve 
me to take him this year from Benares Next to Shore, he is by 
far the ablest man m the revenue hue, and, mdeed the fittest m 
every respect The only person semor to him m that hue who 
‘could have been thought of has almost entnely lost his eyesight, 
and has not been able to attend the Board of Revenue for the last 
twelvemonth . . 

My most worthy and valuable friend Mr Charles Grant can, 
I fear, on no account be prevailed on to stay longer than next 
year, mdeed, I beheve it is only m consequence of my earnest 
entreaties that he remains so long If he could be tempted by 
being a Supreme Counsellor, to superintend the Company’s com- 

1 Colonel, afterwards General Sir Robert He was taken at Yorbtown with Lord Corn- 
Abercromby, G C B , Colonel 75th Regiment, wallis M P for the comity of Clackmannan, 
b Oct 1740, d unmarried, Nor 3, 1827, from Feb 1798 to June, 1802 
being then the Senior General in the service 
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morcial concerns for a year or two beyond the period winch lie boa 
Used for retiring my duty would oblige me to nomo lum before 
Larkins, and the latter would be reasonable enough to see the 
necessity 

Poor is, I t hink, the weakest man I ever met with m 

any pnblio station bo sits like an automaton when all pnbbc 
business 13 transacted, and would do more barm m the Government 
in six months, than I havo been able to do good m two years. Ho 
has no will of his own, and his friends are unluckily tho worst 
men in the settlement but although we are on vory good terms 
ho is too much afraid of mo to venture now to toko any port in 
their favour 

Yon will see Irv the returns, that I guessed pretty right about 
tho Company s officers going into the King’s service I am sorry 
likewise to observe that I was more in tho right than yon, about 
tho remittances that were to bo made from Bengal to tho othor 
presidencies. This produces an important question which I wish 
to submit to tho serious consideration of youreolf and Sir Pitt. Of 
what use is tho civil establisliment at Bombay ? I should concoivo 
that a small factory there and another at Sarot from tho Bengal 
or ^Madras establishments, would onswor overy purpose. Although 
wo havo appropriated tho wholo surplus rovonuo of Benares and 
Balrnr to the support of Bombay wo arc obliged to send many lacs 
Outlier from Calcutta. 

Why wo should havo a conned and somor and junior mcr 
clrnnts, factors, nnd writers, to load ono ship in tho year and to 
collect a very smnll rctonuo, appears to mo perfectly incompre- 
hensible It is nearl\ an equal absurdity thongh upon a smaller 
fcale, to l\ava an cstablubment that costs near 40 (KM a Near at 


Btncoolen to facibtato tho purchaso of ono cargo of pepper It 
is however a. sorted, tliat Bcncoolcn pays its own expenses, and 
although I may doubt tho fact, I am not prepared absolutely to 
dent it No wnti nol reduction of expense or incrcnso of irrcnno 
cun taho place in Bengal, nor I beliovo at Madras perhaps tho 
Northern Circnra might lie better managed, hut I fear tho failure 
of tho pnt mints from tho Nabob of Arcot and Bnjali of Tatijon 
is much more certain. Unless tliereforo no can mnlo somo con 


udembk redactions at tho other settlements, liow are wt to grow 

ndiir? t . 

I am, «\c_, 


COUKWALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to run Sicrei Committix 

1 ort Willnm, Nov 4, 1788 — Set Appendix, No 22 

Earl Cornu allis to tiil Right Hon William Pitt 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Noi g, i 788 

The accounts which you will receive by tins conveyance, 
of oiu affairs m India, Mill I tiust, on the "whole, piove satisfactory 
to you. 

The state of oiu finauces, and the gieat lemittances fiom 
Bengal to the othei settlements, foini tlie most disagieeable jmrt 
of oui despatches I have mentioned to Mr Dundas what appeals 
to me the only lesource 1 The piospeet of so great a change may 
at first sight appeal rather too bold ; but some mensrne must be 
adopted that w ill operate elfcctually. No 1 eduction can be made 
m the civil establishment of Bengal that uoukl in leality promote 
economy, — those persons who hold offices of gieat laboui and great 
lesponsibility must be well paid, 01 they will foi the most part 
betray then trust ; and I do not tlnnk Sir J Macpherson’s plan 
of stnlang off 1000 rupees fiom n man’s salary and adding 1200 
to his establishment, will emieh the state , although by summing 
up all that is taken away, without mentioning the additions, it 
might send the Directors m great good humour from Leadenkall 
Street to the London Tavern 

I have leflected most senously, and have conveised with the 
most sensible men in this country, on the utility of the civil 
establishment at Bombay, and I am perfectly convinced that the 
Company derive no benefit horn it I see two material obstacles 
to the abolition of it the unwillingness of the Court of Dn-ectors 
to lose the appointment of so many writers, and the difficulty of 
overcoming piejudice and ancient habits I am however well 
assured, that it will receive horn you and Mr Dundas the most , 
* candid and attentive consideiation 

You will be concerned to see what I have been obliged to say 
to Mx Dundas about my friend Medows I have indeed been most 
seveiely mortified It may have the appearance of presumption 
in me to say it, but I really do not know where you will find 
governors , and unless those at least of Bengal and Madras will 
apply in earnest to the business of the country, our Asiatic pos- 
sessions cannot prosper Mi Dundas’s idea of military men, and 
uniting the command, is a good one so long as military men can 
/ 

1 Sec despatch, Nov 4 
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ba found who nro fit for it, but from my knowledge of tho army 
I cannot encourage you to suppose that it will furnish you with 
extensive clioico 

I kavo liad great advantages, and, besides tho nblo and tho- 
roughly upright assistance of Mr Shore I hnve given np my whole 
time ond attention to business and yet I have much to learn. 

My wish that you should be perfectly prepared with a proper 
successor lias induced me to onfer so fully on this subject I 
would not condomn lledows entirely for one inadvertent act ho 
may do well, and prove lumsolf fit for the office of Govern or- 
Goncrnl but it is certainly yen doubtfuL If lie should not 
succeed I know no military man who is so likely to make a good 
QovcrnoivGoneml as Colonol Fox. Ycra will see by my lottor to 
Mr Dandas that some military difficulties would attend Ins ap- 
pointment and perhaps there ma) be other circumstances that 
would render it impropor 1 

It might tliortforo bo advisable, that yon should look about 
for a Governor-Gonerul among your friends in tho civil line. 
An) person with a good constitution, not much abovo 35 might 
reasonably expect to bo oblo to hold tho offico long enough to 
eavo from his salary ft very mnplo fortune. Tins ho may nccom 
plwh in ft fow )enra in tho most honourable manner Hut to do 
justico to you ftnd to his country ho must divest himself of every 
idea of patronage. 

Tho climnto hero has had so little effect upon me, that I kavo 
groat reason to kopo that I shall bo oblo to stay hero till tho 
beginning of Jonuaiy 1701 tho ponod for which I engaged. Ary 
tirao of life and many othor weight) considerations, render my 
longer continual! co in India impossible. 

As I am sure you foci as much interested as I do for tho future 
success of tho afluirs of tins country I beg leoro to suggest tlrnt 
if )ou could send me a successor of abilities and cliarnctor tlireo 
or fuur montlu before my di]>nriure, I think I could givo him such 
information both os to men and measures, ns would prove most 
materially useful to him. j om 

ConM\ ALT IS, 

l 1 t-1 r i (H yegp-vr IrtUxr to Id-Loo zultm thrrv jLIWltV-i In tV wlj 
1 i, «o-l th"*i b tL<r ditf n*l la f iL* botniiulloo f th LmxT to *o W a 
| lb» j«rt Uim Ij tL, LitUr to pj,L 
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'Jui Go\ n nok-Gi m r \l in Council 10 thi Court of Dimerous 
l »r( WiHtun, Xov ('• 1783 — F<i Apjh iuIit, No 28 


Lui. CoPNWAtLls 10 1 HI AI \KQLI'> 0) LaNSDOWM 

Ah 1)1 \K LoitlX Culctilln, Xo\ 10,1788 

I lolmn \mi mum flianlcs foi vom loiters of Hie 5th nnd 
• • 

8 th of Apitl. and am ten glad my fnend Alotfeux did not pi nil 
nprm you to «uid duplicates. which in lime of pence is "vciy 
unnecc^nn, unlc^ }ou were to send hills of exchange, 01 pome 
intelligence of ion soimus moment 

Hi on thing here look* peifeetly pacific , X lmic lind n most 
iiiondh eon esjiondenee with AIonMem do Conway, who I really 
helieve at p/iM'tit does not wish to stn up nnv mischief And we 
h.ne got the Gnntooi. which we lane so long claimed fiom the 
Xizunij without any dangei of quanellmg with him, nnd without 
offending his fnends and allies the Alai atlas, who declaied to 
AIj Alalet, our Resident at PooimIl and to the Ki/am himself, that 
they thought our claims were founded in justice, nnd that they 
ought to he complied with AVo lane had no accounts of the wax 
between the two Impel ml Crowns and the Porte, hut I conceive 
that the fonner must succeed 

lam most sincerely soiry foi the sufferings of pooi Hastings 
It is not fair to judge Ins conduct many yem s ago by the temper 
of the present times, lie has ceitamly many gieat and amiable 
qualities, and he has been unfairly and ciuelly persecuted 

The pleasmg accounts I have heaid from all quarteis of Lord 
AVycomhe give me the greatest satisfaction, nnd I most smceiely 
congratulate you upon the piospect of his turning out everytlnng 
you could wish I beg you will be so land as to piesent my best 
lespects to him lam, &c, 

CoiusnvAULis 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennawat 

Dead Sir, Calcutta, Not 17, 1788 

The success of the negotiation has in eveiy respect 
been equal to my most sanguine expectations. I could not indeed 
have wished for a speediei or a happier issue of the most im- 
portant object of youi mission, the surrender of the Circar And 
although it would have been more pleasant to have concluded the 
whole busmess at once, accordmg to youi hbeial proposal, yet it 
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■will bo bo easy for us to state the unreasonableness of Hus High- 
ness s claims, that X have no doubt, after we receive an account of 
the collections usually realised, we shall be able to prove in the 
clearest manner that by offering 8 30,000 rupees, wo go beyond 
the strict letter of any treaty or obligation whatevor 

I shall receive the Nizams vakeel with civility the cixcnm 
gtnneo of his sending one for the first time to Calcutta immediately 
after his surrender of the CIrcar will not tend to discredit ns m 
Hindcwtnn and it may perhaps be convenient to both powers, to 
appear to be more connected than wo really are to His Highness 
it will probably be of substantial service and this I think you may 
cautiously hint when on opportunity offers, m your conversations 
with lnm or his minister 

Tho Poonoh Government, Scmdia, and the Eajah of Borar 
liavo all expressed their sense of tho justice of our demand, nnd 
their satisfaction at tho Nizam s ready compliance. 

I wish you to uso evory prudent means to establish a corre- 
spondence in Tippoo s country I know it to be very difficult but 
n favourable opportunity may offer and in that ovont I would not 
bo sparing of expense. 

I have received a letter for the Nizam from Mr Hastings, 
excusing himsolf from any neglect in ondenvoanng to procure an 
answer to His Highness s lettor which was transmitted to His 
Majesty 

Mr Hastings has submitted to mo tho propnoty of delivering 
lus lottcr to wluch I see no objection. Ion will thereforo present 
it to Ills Highness If yon nro of tho samo opinion , hut you mnj 
dofer doing it if jou think it can possiblj bo attonded with any 


inconvenience 


I am 


Couxwau is. 


Fatx Coexwallu to Sib Saaiuel IIavsat 1 I Let 
Sin, Client U, Dee. I 1 8* 

I ltaro been favoured with vour letter dated tho 
27th of March 1788 

"ioti m\ in that letter that it 11 pcrfcctlv undondood in Fng 
lotal, that the C imi«ny will not permit tho Nnbob "\ iri< r to pay 
hw pi t d<bt" and tlrnt tho iwlntion of tlio Supnmo Hoard at 
I ort Willmro, not to interfere in tho Nabobs pnvnto dibt* win 

S 1 a/L, ( Jft, Lmm X lire., 1 

n i l3Lj dTni. 


M.P (nta Jalf 
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something moie than a hint, and almost equal to a command to 
his Excellency not to pay them 

It is mattei of great surprise to me, that so very extiaoidmary 
and unwarranted a construction should be put upon our resolution, 
which undoubtedly conveys neithei hint nor command to the 
Nabob. 

I do not know that this Government possesses any right to 
Older the Yizier to pay or not to pay his private debts, nor do I 
believe the Bntisk Legislature would approve of any such intei - 
feience But even admitting that an undue influence could be 
exerted, still as those debts, whethei just or otherwise, were cei- 
tamly not contracted either by the order, 01 m any degree foi the 
advantage of the Company, I do not think it can reasonably be 
expected that this Government should take any concern m the 
collection of them. p am? &c } 

CORXrWAXLIS 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Archibald Campbell. 

Dear Sir, Fort William, Dec 18, 1788 

I was favoured yesterday with your letter dated the 20th 
ultimo, and I am exceedingly sony to be obbged to own, that the 
part of it m which you mention youi having given a sanction to 
the claim of the 71st Begiment for Madras batta, during then 
absence at Bombay, has given me the most sincere concern 

The inconveniences which the public service suffered dmmg 
the late war, by the discontents which aiose horn the tioops of the 
diffeient Presidencies drawing different allowances, whilst they 
weie employed m the same armies and upon the same services, are 
still fresh m the recollection of the military men of this country ; 
and the Madras officers m particular, will easily remember how 
galling they felt then situation, by bemg exposed to the same 
dangers and fatigues as those belonging to the Bengal establish- 
ment serving m the Carnatic, at the time that their allowances 
were very inferior 

Long established usage, the total separation of piomotion 
between the different establishments, and the local pursuits and 
advantages which the officers look to and sometimes obtain at 
then respective Presidencies, give some land of plausible pretext 
for continuing this exceptionable practice m the Company’s service 
But the King’s tioops have no land of ground for supportmg 
similai claims, they aie sent fiom Eiuope foi the geneial service 
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of India, and therefore cannot possibly be considered ns belonging 
to any particular establishment at which they may be for some 
length of time, or accidentally employed. They are subject to 
tho samo military regulations, and they have the same ultimate 
objects m tho eemcc as they have a right to, and expect promo- 
tion m tbo general list of the army 

The consequence of putting troops of this description upon 
different allowances at the same station, and the clamour and 
discontent which most ensue, are 00 obvious, that it is scarcely 
necessary for me to desire you to consider what your situation 
would bo with the Kings troops now in the Carnatic, if the 
73rd Regiment was ordered from hence to that Presidency, and 
if upon tbo ground of thar belonging to this establishment, tbo 
same allowances wore continued to them which they at present 
enjoy in Bengal. 

Upon tho prmciplo of tho 73 st Regiment belonging to the 
Madras establishment their right to demand the battn would havo 
been the emno if they had remained at Bombay as it is now upon 
their return to Madras and if thoy had received that batta at 
Bombay I need not point out to your candour and good sense, tho 
effects which such a distinction (putting tho Company g troops out 
of tlio question) must have produced upon the 75th and 77th 
Regiments, and tho hards! up and embarrassment winch thoy must 
undoubtedly havo occasioned to tho Governor or Commander-in 
Chief of tlint Frcsidoncy 

Tho object ions that I havo hitherto stated, are chioflj upon tho 
genemt pnnciplo of its being lugldy inexpedient to grant any 
partial fnvour or privilege which may bo prodnetivo of n general 
mischief to tho Borneo. But wo must also recollect, tlint tbo agree- 
ment between Ills Mnjcst) s ministers and tho Company tlint tho 
Jungs troopg sliall only reccivo equal allowances to thoso wluch 
ft re paid to tho Company s Europeans at tho Presidency whom 
they maj lmpiien to be employed. Is clear and explicit And if 
•\on and I, with both our Councils, were unanimous in passing a 
resolution or in granting any allowances, wliich militated agonist 
the pnnciplo of tins agreement 1 am jx rfcctlj convinced tliat wo 
flKJuhl not bo nblo to offer any arguments in support of such a 
mm. nxe tliat would not Is* cquallv reprobated bj tho lungs 
inmnUra nml b\ the Court of Directors. 

If on inception could l>o admitted to a general ns well as so 
n’ce an ft rub it could nowlun hnvo l>ecn made more to mv 
1 nvot< nti faction tlmn in th ca^ of tho 71st Regime nt for I 
1 a\ n |*re>nal n-gnnl and tin nuM fnvourolb opinion if tin 
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characters of several of the principal officers, and I know that 
they aie entitled to the highest credit for the present good con- 
dition of the discipline of that corps. 

I should gladly attend to your wishes in filling up the vacant 
lieutenancy in your regiment, but I have not quite made up my 
mind upon the propriety of setting aside the two eldest ensigns, 
to whom no blame can possibly be imputed for their having been 
detained in Europe till next season* and I feel very averse to 
bringing back to the King’s service, those volunteers who are 
appomted actmg ensigns in the Company’s, and whose situations 
as volunteers are so completely filled in the regiments which they 


have left. 


I am, with the greatest esteem, &c , 


Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, . Calcutta, Dec 21, 1788 

The only material event that has happened since my lettei 
dated November 10th, is the death of the Ameer, the Nabob of 
Arcot’s second son. I thought it my duty to take so favouiablean 
opportunity for offering my sentiments fully on the affairs of the 
Carnatic, wheie the Nabob is anticipating lus revenues and ruining 
his country, and where, when his overstrained credit breaks, which 
I am much afraid will soon be the case, we must expect a very 
serious defalcation in our Indian resources 

I have heard from private letters, that my friend Medows has 
entered very heartily into seveial branches Of the public busmess, 
and is much esteemed at his present Government. Much will 
depend on the manner m which he takes my letter, and one that 
Eoss, who is an old intimate fnend of his, wrote to him at my 
request, giving him all proper encomagement, but stating the 
necessity of his determining to apply to busmess and to attend to 
the forms and rules of the service, representing also that it would 
be necessary that he should make up his mind as to his futuie 
situation, before the despatch of the last ships of the season. . 

I am, &c, 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornw allis to the Hon and Right Rev tue BisHor of Salisbury 1 

My DEAR Lord, Calcutta, Dec 27, 1788 

In givmg such an answer to your letter as you might lay 
befoie the Committee, I felt myself undei great difficulties, lest on 


* Hon Shiite Bimn^ton 
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the one hand I should appear lukewarm m an undertaking, in 
which, if it was practicable, I should most earnestly wish to 
distinguish myself, and on the other lest I should encourage too 
sanguine hopes, where I must acknowledge I see no probability of 
success. 

The temptations have hitherto proved bo irresistible, that since 
we have held extensive possessions in Indio, I believe there are but 
few instances of Europeans having acquired an influence at the 
courtB of the native prmces, without converting it to the most 
interested purposes , and the natives, with a strong propensity to 
intrigue, are bo little capable of distinguishing tho real objects of 
Government, and the different gradations of rank amongst us, that 
if preceptors were recommended by the Governor-General to sove- 
reigns or principal zemindars, they would infallibly consider them 
as people of great importance, and endeavour by the most alluring 
offers, to engage their support against the influence or power of the 
Company’s Residents or Collectors, in the districts to which they 
might be appointed. 

It is likewise urged as on objection to teaching the natives 
English, that it would weaken the necessity which the Company s 
servants now feel, of instructing themselves in the languages of the 
country by which means, unless we could suppose it possible to 
make English the universal language throughout our extensive 
territories, the collectors of revenue, judges, and officers of 
Government, stationed m the distant provinces, would be in the 
hands, and at the mercy of the few individuals who could interpret 
for them 

The pndo and bigotry of the Mussulmon, and tho droodfol con- 
sequences to themselves and their families for over attending the 
loss of caste to the Hindoos, must m my opinion prove insuperable 
bars to any material progress m tho propagation of tho Christian 
religion. 

Tho success of the Portuguese Missionaries on tho Malabar 
coast does not hold out any Tory encouraging prospect to us, as 
their converts are tho poorest and most contemptiblo wretches in 
India. 

It is likewise a mattor for serious consideration, how far tho 
imprudence or intemporato zeal of ono tcachor might endangor a 
Government which owes its principal support to a natrvo army 
composed of men of high ensto wIicho fidelity and affections no 
lmvo hitherto secured by an unrenutted attention not to offend 
their yell 0 ious scruples and superstitions. 

I June Ac., 

Coilvw MTIH. 
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CHAPTEB XI. 


Lord Cornwallis intends to return to England — Alliances witli Native Princes — 
Revision of Military Establishments — General tranquillity of Hin dustan — 
Gloomy aspect of affairs in England — The King’s 'illness — The Regency 
Bill — Sweeping changes expected from the Regency — The King’s recovery — 
Congratulations of Indian Princes — Lord Cornwallis’s opinion of Sir John 
Macpherson — Movements of Tippoo Sultaun 

Ho stnlnng event occuned duiing tins year, as tlie tranquillity of 
Hindustan was undisturbed Lord Cornwallis was tlieiefoie able 
to dnect bis whole attention to the internal affairs of the country 
Convinced that this tranquillity would be permanent, he announced 
Ins detei munition to return to England m January, 1791, but 
urged the necessity of appointing a proper successoi, without winch 
he expressed his conviction, that all his labours would piove to have 
been totally wasted 

Much correspondence passed both about investments for the 
home market, and about the supply of articles from Lidia for the 
Canton market As these subjects are connected solely with the 
affarns of the East India Company as mei chants — a character which 
it no longer possesses — nearly all the papeis bearing on this ques- 
tion have been omitted. 

The reluctance which Lord Cornwallis felt to enter into affiances 
with native princes, arose more from the piohibition contained in 
the 24 Geo UL than from any belief on his paid that they would, 
if prudently made, be injurious to British interests Mr Dundas 
seems to have considered that Lord Cornwallis had perhaps rnter- 
pieted the Act somewhat too strictly, and he was not unwilling to 
encourage more mtimate relations than had hitherto been considered 
advisable The aggression of Tippoo on the last day of the year 
rendered all speculations unnecessary, and compelled the Company 
to enter into various close affiances But this belongs to the en- 
suing year 

As all the suggestions made by Loid Cornwallis, in regard to 
the revision of the military establishments, were adopted, the pro- 
gress m those anangements, though slow, was highly satisfactory to 
lum , but he was not so successful in his attempts to put an entne 
stop to the system of leceivmg piesents from native princes The 
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value of these presents was reduced to an amount which could 
hardly he considered as sufficient for a bribe , and many of the 
Beaidents, of whose uprightness and honour no doubt could be 
entertained, assured Lord Cornwallis that the refusal of all gifts 
was so at variance with the habits of the country that it would be 
considered offensive by the Sovereigns who tendered them. By the 
regulations now m force, all presents, except those of very t rifling 
value, are deposited m the Treasury of the Company by whom 
gifts of corresponding amount ore provided in return. 

The acquisition of Cuttack m exchange for Salsette was still 
kept m view but with slight hope of success nor was Lord Com 
walks very eager on the subject, as he was little anxious to augment 
the extent of Bri tish territories. This question, and a dispute 
between the Yiner and Sindia, were almost the only two points 
which, m the course of this year gave rise to any interference with 
native princes. 

A settlement of the province of Bahar was also nearly com 
pie ted— much, as Lord Cornwallis states, to the satisfaction of the 
Zemindars. He further prevailed on the Baja, or rather the 
Zemindar 1 of Benoree (for he had really no higher rank) to con 
sent to many most important changes, both in the management of 
that territory and in the duties levied therein. In fact, as Lord 
Cornwallis says m a 1 otter dated December 7 “ everything appeared 
to be in as good a tram as the most sanguine persons in England 
could expect and I see no danger for this country so long as they 
can find proper Governors, and 31 misters like the present who will 
not impoeo jobs upon them. But a cloud buret at the very cloeo 
of tho year though Lord Cornwallis was not aware of the storm till 
the following January 

Tho aspect of affaire in England hod at one time borao a very 
gloomy appcamnco. The illness of the King m the autumn of 1788 
led to a Bogcncy Bill, the discussions on which arc too well known 
to require any notico hero. Lord Cornwallis, indeed had littio 
time for anxiety on tho subject for the news of the King s rccovory 
reached lum very shortly after ho had heard of Ins illness. There 
exists a largo mass of lettore written to lnm dnrmg that ponod, 
some from bis personal and political friends, detailing the o vents 
os they occurred others from partisans of tho Pnnco of Wales, ox 
casing tho votes they had given. Somo of tho most interesting 
liavo been selected for pnbb cation, occasion ally omitting names, or 
suppressing passages which reflect m no measured terms on tho 

1 MaW* N«T 7 *n, of Cbejt Fqt H 1731 tLwrh then t tnlocc: d. 

Ha m«UU t th«l Lj- the EiH trj-t t J 9 
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characters and conduct of individuals, and impute motives on no 
bettei foundation, it is to be hoped, than the reports of the day or 
the violence of party feeling 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome. 

My DEAREST C harl es, Calcutta, Jan 11, 1789 

Although when I wrote last I could hardly flattei myself 
with hearing fiom you by this time, yet I cannot help lamentmg 
that my last accounts of you were dated rune months ago, and that 
I had the mortification to find by them that you were still an 
invalid. It is in vam however to dwell upon grievances that we 
cannot remedy, let us look forward to that happy day when we 
shall meet, and when, if I find you well, I am sure I shall find you 
m every respect just what my fondest heart could wish. 

I can send you no news from hence that can either amuse oi 
interest you, my life at Calcutta is perfect clockwork , I get on 
horseback just as the dawn of day begins to appear, ride on the 
same load and the same distance, pass the whole forenoon after my 
return fiom riding, in doing business, and almost exactly the same 
portion of time every day at table, drive out m a phaeton a little 
before sunset, then write, or read ovei letters or papers of business 
for two hours, sit down at nine with two or three Officers of my 
family to some fruit and a biscuit, and go to bed soon after the 
clock strikes ten I don’t think the greatest sap at Eton can lead 
a duller life than this Gave my best compliments to Mr. Hayes, 
and be assured that I am and ever shall be 

Your most truly affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis. 

H K. H the Duke of Tore to Earl Cornwallis 
[Received Jan 1789 ] 

My DEAR Lord, London, July 26, 1788 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I take the opportunity 
of the ‘ Swallow ’ Packet to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lord- 
ship’s two last very obliging Letteis, by which I am lejoiced to see 
that You are pleased with the present situation of affairs m India 
As for the account which You give of the State of the Europeans 
Troops m the Service of the Company, it grieves me, though it does |i 
not m the least astonish me, as It is totally impossible that they 1 ; 
can be otherwise than the riffraff of London Streets got together 
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£ by the Cnmpe, and the Gleanings of the different Gaols. The 
n Officers ore in general, young men, who have ruined themselves, 
Land are obliged to fly their Country or very low people w|io are 
[ sent out to make their fortune*, and who will therefore stick at 
V nothing in order to gam money I have no doubt however, that 
through Yonr Lordship s Good management and prudence. You will 
be able, m tune, to make great alterations for the better even m 
tha , though I must confess that the only real way of getting nd 
of all this m convenience at once, would be to destroy the Com 
pony’s troops, and hare nothing but King s troops, indeed it is 
quite ridiculous, that there should be two compleatly different 
services, in a Country which acknowledges the same Sovereign, 
and that a Company of Merchants should have been to all intents 
and purposes far bo many years, the Kings of so immense a tract 
of Country 

I have no doubt that Your Lordship will not regret the reduc- 
tion of the four troops of Horse Guards, and Horse Grenadiers os 
they were the most useless and the most nnmihtary Troops that 
over were seen. I confess that I was a little sorry for the Horse 
Grenadiers because they were to a degree Soldiers, but tho Horao 
Guards were nothing but a collection of London Tradespeople 

If the two new Begun enta keep exactly to the Standard which 
they have settled they will be tho finest bodies of men that ever 
were seen, tho tallest not to exceed six foot one the shortest five 
feet eleven. 

As for publick news Your Lordship will already have heard of 
tho great Amity which lias subsisted between ns our Court and tho 
new King of Prussia ever since His accession to the Crown and 
which has within these few days been strengthened by the signing 
of a defensive treaty including Holland, So that the first Stono is 
laid for tho Great Northern Alliance, which We have so often talked 
of with Ewnrt, during tho timo we were at Berlin togothor As 
for tho Emperor Ho has managed His affairs so well that Ho has 
drawn Himself into a War with tho Turks, whore till now He 1ms 
bocn worst od m almost every attempt which Ho lias made. Tho 
Empress of Russia is if possible in a worso Situation as She lias 
besides tho war with tho Turks, two othor homblo enemies to con- 
tend with, which are tho Plaguo and F amin e, which by all accounts 
bn vo redaeod Her forces so low that fnstoad of Sending a Corps of 
forty thousand men to join tho Austrian forces in order to bom ego 
Cl locum 1 only Six-ond-twonty thousand arrived in a sorviceablo 

1 Qwzlm « u Uk-u by tlw Prb*-* o( Col*rr£ Jalj 20 17SS 



1789. 


INDIA 


403 


State, and after Staying a few days were ordered to return imme- 
diately to Mai eclial Eomanzoff ’s 1 Army, as they had lost snch a 
consideiahle nurnhei of men by disease. Fiance is tom to pieces 
by internal dissensions That spirit which She had been so suc- 
cessfully tiymg to piomote among the Amencans, has broke out m 
Her own Country and m spite of everything, which is done, appeals 
lather to mciease, than to diminish they are obliged to have their 
troops, and aie said to be fornmig two Camps in older to keep 
then own Provinces in order and Subjection. In short, the piesent 
situation of this Country appears to be more flourishing and more 
truly great than ever it has been since the Peace of Sixty-three. 
All oui enemies are engaged and are ruining themselves piece- 
meal, While We and our Allies are daily gaming strength and 
riches. 

I am afiaid My Dear Lord You will already be sufficiently 
tned with this long Sciawl, I shall therefore conclude. Piay write 
as often as it is convenient, and believe me ever. My Deal Lord, 

Most sinceiely youis, 

Frederick. 

From the Secret Committee to the Governor-General and Council 

in Bengal 

[Secret] Received Jan 22, 1789 

My LORD, East India House, July 31, 1788 

. .We have already expressed our full approbation of 
your conduct towards the native Princes in geneial ; we feel the 
foice of your reasoning m both points of view , at the same time 
we wish a continuance of our foimer pacific system, and an adhe- 
rence to the mstructions we have formerly given. If at any tune, 
on account either of Indian or European politics, we may see cause 
to deviate from that system, we shall take the earliest opportunity 
of detailing our sentiments at large For instance, any strict 
union of France, either with Tippoo Sultan or the Mahiattas, would 
natuially force us into othei alliances which might enable us to| 
counteract it 

With lespect to Tippoo’s embassy to the Court of France, we 
can only advise at present of then arrival m that kingdom, and 
that His Majesty’s Ministers are taking the necessary measures to 

1 Pierre Alejandro witch, Comte de Ro- of the oldest Russian families, and had seen 
manzoft, a Field-Marshal, b about 1730, d mndi service. 

Dec 17, 1796 He was descended from one 
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discover and defeat the object of their nusmon- The Court of 
France whilst they are treating these doputies with every demon 
stration of respect and courtesy ns ib the custom of that Court upon 
such occasions, have given assurances that no negotiation is in- 
tended on their part, hostile to our interest. 

Vto ore, Acl, 


Mas. Co nvvr allis to Eaul Coiowallis. 


[RtcdTrd Jan. 22, 1789 ] 

My DEAR Loud Sfynwcr Flam, Jem* 19 1783 

Mr Sheridan 1 II summed up the evidence upon the 
second cl large against Mr Hostings m a speech which lasted tliroo 
days, and finally closed that business on Friday last, tho 13th iru?t, 
for this Session. His speech was reckoned a most wonderful one * 
von will of course liavo it sent you. In tho way this trynl has 
hitherto gono on it may last years. It lias been a most fatiguing 
bnunew, particularly to tho Chancellor whoso attention and lm 
partialit) lias been tho admiration of all parties. Ho was ill ono 
day and Lord Bathurst* was forced to take his place. Tho con 
trust, to bo sure was very remarkable. 

I forget whothor I havo mentioned Lady Anno W esloj 4 lately 
Slio turns out a very fino girl, ond has been much admired this 
winter but I don t hear of any match for hor yet Her brother 
Arthur* instead of going with his regiment to tho East Indios, has 
made on exchange, and is now Anle-de-Camp to tho Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland — a much woreo thing for him m my opinion 

I /ml Mansfield has at last resigned, and Sir Llovd Kenyon 
succeeds him. Popper Arden is 3lastor of tho Bolls. Tho appoint- 
ment of tho Buko of Leinster* to that offleo in Ireland, upon Mr 
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Rigby’s death, is rather a matter of surprise to everybody. He 
must certainly have asked foi it, for nobody could have thought of 
offering it to lnm 

The Parliament bleaks up next week, when everybody will dis- 
perse. Everything seems to be perfectly quiet, and I hope likely 
to remain so both at home and abroad, at least with regard to our- 
selves The French are quarrelling amongst themselves A spint 
of liberty has gone forth, which however can come to nothing whilst 
the army remams firm to the King Their interference with us m 
America has taught them a lesson against themselves which we 
have no reason to be sorry for 

God bless you, my dear Lord. 

Believe me, &c , 

C. Cornwallis 

Mr, Gnsdale has just called here He tells me he is going to 
make another little tour to France this summer. I wish I may 
have some good news 1 to send him before he comes back 


Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private ] Received Jnn 1789 

My DEAR Lord, Wimbledon, July 13, 1788 

. . . My last letter to you was of date 7th of April, 

1788, since which I have your letters of 16th of November and 
18th December, 1787, and 7th and 27th January, 1788. 

Many of the topicks discussed in these various letters have 
been already observed upon, either m my former letters to you or 
in the despatches which have gone or are now going by the present 
conveyance I shall however trouble you with these few lrnes, to 
advert to some particulars upon which these publick despatches 
may be silent, but of which however it is proper that you should 
be apprised. 

It' is scarcely necessary to say much upon the subject of the 
recruiting service I have mtimated'to the Chairman that with 
your publick letters before us all, and youi private letters before 


m Nov 4, 1775, Emilii Olivia, dau and 
* sole heir of St. George Usher, only Lord St 
George 

The office of the Mastci of the Rolls in 
Ireland -was in those days a sinecure The 
Duke of Leinster held it only to Julj 15, 
1789, ^lien he was dismissed for tho line lie 
took on the Rcgeuc} question M P for the 


city of Dublin from Oct 1707, till be became 
a peer, Nor 19,1773 

1 Mrs Cornwallis, as widow: of the Arch- 
bishop, had a good many options in her gift , 
to one of which, Witlungton in Gloucester- 
shire, she presented Mr Gnsdale soon after 
the date of this letter 
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mo, it £3 impossiblo to omit taking effectual measures for effectuating 
that important object. Tho Chairman has entreated mo to givo 
him a Little time for management, and he Trill got everything put 
to rights Accordingly, within theso few weeks, thoy have come to 
n resolution to apply for Dover Castle for a depot for their recruits. 
I do not know how far it will suit tho convenience of Government 
to allow them to have it but I am satisfied thoy are in earnest to 
bring this business mto proper tram. I hope they will do it without 
tho necessity of any compulsion on my part, but you may rest 
assured I will watch it very strictly and not quit tho business till 
it is satisfactorily concluded. Tour account of tho state of thoir 
European army contrasted with that of tho King s, lias been of 
much uso to us in tins and many other views. 

Tho Chairman lias not yet brought forward Sir John Mao 
pherson s business bo will soon, and it will bo arranged on tho 
footing I forrnorly wrote to- you. 

AgTcenblo to your request I havo read your lottor of tho 14th 
December to Mr Malot with tho proper attention. I approve 
x entirely of tho Uno you liavo prescribed. I tlnnk I can discover in 
\somo of vcrar letters, a feeling that you aro too much hampered m 
'your power of allying yourself with tho Mamttas. I niq tho moro 
disposed to giro you credit for that feeling been uso I am freo to 
declare it goes very much along with tho bont of my own mind. I 
feel that on nllinnco with tho Mamttas, of tho closest kind is all 
that is requisite to hoop tho wliolo world in awo respecting India. 
Tho aid of thoir cavalry scorns all that is wanting to mnko onr 
power compleat and I tlnnk it is highl) probablo tlmt tho restless 
spirit of France by their intriguing with Tippoo, will probably givo 
ns a &ur opening to such n connexion but mi} css tho prospect of 
I hostilities was moro lmmedinto than at present appears to bo tho 
I case I am still rather disposed to flunk that it would bo better tlrnt 
' cither tho hostilities of Tippoo singly or of him and tho French 
jointly should furnish us with tho apology of so exclusive an Indian 
alliance 

Ion will hear by this conveyance Hint wo liavo got a material 
rhangi in ono of tho departments of Government Lord Howe is 
an Ijirt, and pres up tho Admiralty and is succeeded by Lord 
Clialliam. This cm um«tanco gives a wonderful cement of strength 
and |«owtr to Mr I’itt s C orermnent by connecting tho Treasury 

nnl \dmindtv »o clo* ly together 

Tli un high oj mum jon cxj*n->s of Str \rchiba1d Cnmplx II * 
admmt t ration, is higld) satisfactory to me I agm? with \ou and 
hnntUt 1, u \<n illil rally treat h] In th Court of Dm ton* 
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blit lie is not singular in that respect We are all (except ) r our 
Lordship as yet) shaiers in it, and I legiet that it seems to have 
hint Sn Aichibald so much as it has done I hope, however, it is 
now over , for aftei having got the drubbing we gave them m their 
conflict before the House of Commons, on the subject of the four 
1 egiments, and after having discoveied that them own Court of 
Proprietors would not support them against us, I think they aie 
grown tolerably qmet and modeiate I shall wnte to Sir Arclnbald 
by this ship I am sony we are so soon to lose him in India, I 
suppose the Dmectois will soon come to the measure of appointing 
Medows piovisional successor to Sn* Archibald, and Aberciombie 
to Medows Believe me, &c , 

Henry Dundas 

Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Drome 

My DEAREST Charles, Calcutta, Jnn 29, 1789 

The ‘ Swalloiv ’ packet arrived on the 22nd, and I had the 
infinite happmess of hearing that you was peifectly lecovered. . 

I will endeavour to get Scoipio and Aquanus for you, but these 
corns are veiy scaice heie, and I think it doubtful whethei I shall 
succeed 1 They are said to have been corned by a Queen of Delhi 
who reigned only for one day, and who w r as deposed by the priests 
foi coming them The Mahometans are such violent enemies to 
idolatry, that they will not suffei any figures even upon their coins , 
you may suppose from this that they worship money, but m that 
respect they lesemble most other lebgions I do not however 
seriously believe any part of the story about the Queen, &c. &c. 

Youi truly affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sees, Fort waiiam, Feb is, 1789 

My tune of life and the state of my private affairs have 
rendeied it necessary foi me to fix a penod in my own mind for 
retur nin g to Euiope, and I considei it as my indispensable duty to 

1 These coins represent the 12 signs of the and completely governed him The coins bear 
Zodiac on the obversei A complete set m the various dates between 1617 and 1627, -which 
time of Lord Cornwallis cost 2000 rupees disproves the story of their being struck m 
The story about the queen is told by Taver- one day Nooi Mahl’s name is, however, on 
mer (Part 2), who believed it Jehnngir, some of them She is tinned in a very mag- 
grandtather of Aurungzebe, m in 1611, a mficent tomb at Lahore, which is still kept in 
beautiful widow, Noor Jehan, who took the good repair 
name of Noor Malil, the Light of the Seraglio, 
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me, It is impossible to omit taking effectual measures for effectuating 
that important object The Chairman has entreat od mo to giro 
him a littlo time for management, and he 'will get everything pat 
to rights Accordingly within these fow weeks, thoy have come to 
a resolution to apply for Dover Castle for a doput for their recruits. 
I do not know how far it will smt tho convenience of Government 
to allow them to liavo it, but I am satiafiod thoy ore m earnest to 
bring this business into proper train. I hopo thoy will do it without 
tho necessity of any compulsion on my part , but yon may rest 
assured I will watch it very etnctly, and not qmt tho business till 
it is satisfactorily concluded, lour account of tho stnto of their 
European army contrasted with that of tho King's, has been of 
much use to ns in tins and many other views. 

Tho Chairman has not yet brought forwnrd Sir John Mac- 
pherson s business ho will soon, and it will bo arranged on tho 
footing I formerly wroto to- you. 

Agreenblo to jour request I liavo read your letter of tho 14th 
December to Jlr Malet with tbo proper attention. I opprovo 
entirely of tho lino vou liavo prescribed. I flunk I can discover m 
\sotno of your lottcrs, a feeling tlmt yon ore too much hampered in 
l\our power of allying yourself with tho Homttos. I niq tlio more 
disposed to giro you credit for that feeling bocauso I om free to 
! declare it goes verj much along with tho bent of my own miml. I 
feel that on nllianco with tho ZJorattas, of tho closest kind, is all 
tlmt is rcqmsito to keep tho wholo world in awo respecting India. 
Tho aid of their cavalry seems all that is wonting to mako our 
l*»wer complcat and I think it is highly probablo tliat tho restless 
spirit of France by their intriguing with Tippoo, will prohabh giro 
us a fur opening to such a connexion , but unices the prospect of 
hostilities was more immediato tlrnn at present appears to bo tho 
cav* 1 nm fctlll rather disposed to tlunh tlmt it would bo bettor tlmt 
c ithcr tho hostilities of 1 ippoo nnglv or of him ond tho Trench 
jointly should furnish us with tho npologv of so f xclu«ivo on Indian 
alliance 

“ion will hear b\ tins conveyance tlmt we liovo got n material 
rhang in ono of the deportments of Covemment Lord IIowo is 
on Imrl nml give* up tho Admiralty, ond is succeeded by Lord 
Clmtlmra. Tins eln umMnnco prrs o wonderful cement of strength 
nnl j*»wirtoMr Ihtt s Coremraent by cemmetm^ tho Treason 
an 1 Wmfmlty m do*/ ly together 

Tlie vm high oj mi m jon expn-s of bir \rchilsild Camplxdl s 
a»!imm trathu is highly futufadorj tome I ngns. with von mid 
him tint Ik U wn Hill nillv treat -d b\ th Court of Purdor* 
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but lie is not. singular iu that respect We are nil (except your 
Lordship ns yci) slinreis in it, mid 1 1 egret flint it seems to have 
hint Sn Archibald so much ns it has done. I hope, howevei, it is 
now ovei , for after having got tho drubbing we gavo them m then 
conflict befoie the House of Commons, on the subject of the foui 
icgiments, nnd after having discoveied that them own Comt of 
Propiietors would not support them against us, I tlnnk they me 
groun toleinbly quiet nnd moderate I shall mite to Sir Archibald 
by this ship. I am sorry ue aie so soon to lose lnm in India I 
suppose the Directois will soon come to the measuie of appointing 
Medows piovisional successor to Sn Archibald, nnd Aberciombie 
to Medows. Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas 

Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Broiie. 

My dearest Charles, Calcutta, Jan 29, itss 

The * Swallow ’ packet arrived on the 22nd, and I had the 
infinite happiness of hearing that you was perfectly lecovered . . . 
I will endeavour to get Scoipio and Aquanus foi you, but these 
corns aie veiy scaice heie, and I tlnnk it doubtful whethei I shall 
succeed 1 They are said to have been coined by a Queen of Delhi 
who reigned only foi one day, and who was deposed by the priests 
for coming them. The Mahometans are such violent enemies to 
idolatry, that they will not suffei any figures even upon their coins ; 
you may suppose from this that they worship money, but m that 
respect they resemble most othei lehgions I do not however 
seriously believe any part of the story about the Queen, &c &c. 

Tour truly affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Feb is, 1789 

My time of life and the state of my private affairs have 
lendeied it necessary foi me to fix a penod in my own mmd for 
returning to Europe, and I considei it as my indispensable duty to 

1 These corns represent the 12 signs of the nnd completely governed him The coins beai 
Zodiac on the obverse. A complete set in the various dates between 1617 and 1627, which 
time of Lord Cornwallis cost 2000 rupees disproves the story of their being struck m 
The story about the queen is told by Taver- one day Noor Mahl’s name is, however, on 
mer (Pait 2), who believed it Jehnngir, some of them She is buried m a very mag- 
grandfather of Aurungzebe, m in 1611, n mfieent tomb at Lahore, which is still kept jn 
beautiful widow, Noor Jchan, who took the good repair 
name of Noor Maid, the Light of the Seraglio, 
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giro early notice of my detcnnmaticm on flint head to vonr 
Honourable Court, that yon may bare full time to deliberate on 
the choice of my successor in this G overrun on t- 

I have, therefore, to acquaint yon, that it is my intention to 
resign the Government, and to embark for England m the begin 
rung of the year 1791, and I am w illing to indulge myself in the 
hopes of being able to inform yon on my arrival, that I have left 
your valuable possessions m peace and prosperity 

I hare the honour to bo, <£c., 

Cornwallis. 

Raiu. ConrvrALLis to the Right Hot Henhy Duroia. 

[Print*.] 

Dear Sir, Caioatt*, F«b. is i780 

As tho Dublin, the ship now under despatch is to take in 
n part of its cargo at Madras, I shall postpone answering your 
lettere winch I received by the Swallow packet, or entering into 
any part of tho business of this country, until tho departure of tho 
Northumberland, which ship is to sail directly for England m 
about threo weeks, and will probably nrnvo before tho ‘Dublin. 

But as I consider the appointment of a proper successor to tho 
Government ns a matter of so much greater importance than any 
other and without which all laws, regulations, and orders nro per 
fcctly nugntory I do not chuso to trust to a single conveyance to 
inform you of what it may bo very essential you Bhould know before 
tho end of the summer winch is that General Medows has received 
nuno trad Colonel Hoes s admonitions with tho most perfect good 
humour and that ho assures us be a determined to devoto his timo 
and attention entirely to tho public scrvico during his stay m 
India. I cncloso a copy of his lottor to mo dated November 20, 
and somo extracts of wlmt ho has said to Boss. 

Knowing as I well do tho strictness of his principles and tlio 
goodness of his parts, I had no fear but of Ids treating tho wholo 
Lmnness, and particularly our sovereign lords in Lcadonhall street 
too lightly hut as I am now well assured that will not bo tho case, 
I do not think that I can deliver tho ofTico of Govemor-Genoral into 
fofer and better ltnnds in January 1791 ond I hopo you will do all 
vou enn to soften any eonsnro wliich tho Court of Directors maN 
think It necessary to pass on his first opjKjintmont at Bombay 

I am, dr., 

Cohsualus. 
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Earl Cornwallis to tiil Bishop or Lichheld and Coventry. 

Dear J .AWES, Calcutta, Feb 23, 1789 

Although tlie ‘Northumberland’ Enst Indiaman is to sail m 
about tluee weeks directly foi England, and will probably amve 
befoie tbe ‘ Dublin,’ which is to take m some part of its cargo at 
Madias, I still cannot suffer tbe c Dublin’ to go without telling you 
tliat I am w ell. 

I lia\e by both these ships notified to tbe Court of Dnectois 
my intention to resign in January, 1791, a period to which I often 
cast a longing eye , but if I get through the next two years as well 
as I have done the two last, I shall have great reason to be satisfied 
with my undei taking. 

I shall be very impatient foi the first ship of the season, to 
Imow that I have been in time for the purchase of Sir Chailes 
Kent’s 1 estate I should most undoubtedly have wished both for 
that estate and Saxliam , 2 I think a considerable command and 
extent about a man’s house the greatest comfoit he can have if he 
loves the country, and the difference of three or four hundred 
pounds a-year is a very trifling consideration m competition with it. 
I am, however, although m this instance I differ a little m opinion, 
most truly sensible and most smcerely grateful to you for all your 
care and attention. We have had a remarkably fine and cool 
winter, winch has a little made up for the excessive heats of Sep- 
tember and October, which are by far the two worst months m the 
year I have often thought that you would not easily be prevailed 
upon to he without any covering, and with windows and doors open 
on every side of the room, to catch every breath of air. 

There is the greatest reason to look forward to a continuance 
of peace , and I thmk, m spite of Mi Francis, 3 our finances are m 
no had state The income of Bengal exceeds its expenditure by 
above two millions, and although the othei Presidencies are a 
great dram upon us, yet, on the general state of the finances 
throughout India, we can without increasing our debts, send home 

1 Sir Charles Kent, Bart , so created Ang 3, 3 Mr , afterwards Sn Philip, Francis, KJB , 

1782, b 1745, d. March 14, 1811 , in May b Oct. 22, 1740, d Dec 22, 1818, m twice. 
20, 1771, Mary, dau and coheir of Josiah His 2nd wife (Dec. 9, 1814) was Emma, dau 
Wordsworth, Esq, of Wordsworth MP of the Rev H Watkins IIP for Varmouth, 
for Thetford from May, 1784, to June, 1790 Isle of Wight, from May, 1784, to 1790, 
Lord Cornwallis did not hay the estate, Fom- then for Bletchmgly to May, 1796, and for 
ham St. Genevieve, hut it became the pro- Appleby from Nov 1802 to Apnl, 1807 
perty of Bernard Howard, Esq , afterwards His public and private career are well known, 
12th Duke of Norfolk but his literary reputation mamly rests upon 

3 Saxham was bought, but afterwards ex- the ' Letters of Junius,’ which almost all 
changed with Lord Bristol for mutual conve- whose opinions are considered of value, concur 
nience m attributing to him 



410 


LORD CORNWALLIS 


Ciur XI 


an investment from the different settlements, -which costs ns 
1,300 0002L, and which will sell in Europe for 2,400 000 Zl, which 
besides at least a million of profit which tho Company receives 
from tho China trade most I think enable them to pay off at least 
a million of their debt annual!}* in England 

I am, Aa, 

Cornwallis 


Earl Corxwalus to 0 W Malet Esq 
Sir, Fort WHBam, Fek 23, 1780 

I was favonrod on tho 10th mat with your lottor, dated tho 
21st ultimo, and Mr Hay has shown to mo your lottor to lnm, 
which ho received about tho same time. 

Tour real and ability in conducting tho negotiations with which 
you have been entrusted and your knowledge of tho mannors and 
turn of thinking at tho Court where you rcsido, will over induce 
mo to give tho fullest consideration to any opinions tlint you 
innv offer on those points, with n now to promato tho public 
interest 

I shall therefore weigh very deliberately tho arguments and 
propositions wluch you adduced m your letter to Jlr Hay, in sup- 
port of your recommendation of sorao relaxation in tho orders 
wluch jou Iatcl) received against accepting presents, in an) form 
or under an) pretext in jour intercourse with tho Fesliwa and tho 
Footiali Ministers and I shall take an early opportunity to convoy 
to jon my final decision upon thorn. 

I think it only necessary on tho present occasion to answer tho 
parts of your letter winch relato to tho means of forwarding our 
views upon Cuttack. 

Tho consideration of tho valao of tlint province both to tho 
Gompanv and to tho Boonla famil) off rs so many grounds for 
npj n hen ling difficulties in obtaining a voluntary cession of it from 
tin Mnratta*, that I cannot bring mvsolf to bo sanguino in tho 
hopes of an\ immediate* race* <s to our wi lies. But 1 am clearly 
convinced tliat oar l>e-it elrnnco will an«o from tho eagerness and 
anxMi of the Pesliwa, und from a corvtant appearance on our 
part of indiff ruico to tho OTent of tho negotiation for tho pro- 
I *-* 1 oxrlionp. 

Lj in this principle I <lo not wxh that any stops slumld l*o 
tab n directly L\ you, to prevail upon Jlagojet to con«< nt to tin 
l*it tlmt tin Bo* uoh Muit^Uru fclKKifil undtrvtmid tlint jou 
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are instructed io lcn\o all the preliminary pails of the transaction 
ontiiolv to themsehes 

It Bagojee should execute his declared intention of making a 
Mbit to Pooimh, the long conncMon vlnclt has subsisted between 
the Boodu fnmil> and this Go\crmncnt, Mill rcqunc that you 
should clearly manifest a disposition to show him maiks of pai- 
ticnlai attention and lespect But to a\oid giving giound for 
suspicion 01 jealousy to the Pooimh Minister, my uish is that 
}ou should consult Nana, and cicn he guided by lum, unless )0U 
should see am "very mateiml objection to it, in all steps that you 
take to g he public pi oofs to Bngojeo of the consideration m uhich 
ho is held b\ this Goveinmcnt 

Yon Mill, houever. bo studiously careful to suppress all appear- 
ance of aiixiet) to obtain Ins consent to the cession, unless Nana 
should in explicit and earnest terms icquest yom lntcrfcicnco and 
assistance , and e\cn m that case, it Mill tend most to piomote tho 
success of oui leal wishes, that jon should unifoimly appeal to 
lend yom aid in the negotiation, moro from a spirit of accommo- 
dation and friendship to the Poonnli Government, than from any 
impatience on our pait to acquire tho Pi ounce. 

I concur in a gicat mcnsuic Milh you in opinion, that it may 
bo vise m this Government to douse menus for encouraging a 
spirit of pilgnnmgo amongst the Hindoos of Hmdostnn and the 
Deccan, to the Company’s dominions , and foi that reason, if you 
could come to the discussion of conditions for the cession of Cuttack, 
I should have no objection to giant particular pnvileges, or even 
exemptions from all Government duties, to Mmatta subjects on 
leligious visits and pilgumages to Benaies and Gyn, and to Jug- 
gernaut, v hen surrendered to us 

The acquisition of Cuttack M r ould be of so much real import- 
ance to the Company, that I should not sciuple to furnish you -with 
the means of malang very liberal presents m money, to any of the 
Ministers who could give a decisive assistance m foi warding the 
accomplishment of the object m question , and I should he much 
guided by yom opinion, m determining the extent of the sums to 
he so applied , as you would be qualified to form the best judgment 
on the mode of applying such sums, m the most efficacious manner 
foi inciting different individuals to make their utmost exertions to 
brmg the negotiation to a successful termination, 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis. 
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Eabl Coexwallis to Jahes MAcniLnsox, 1 Esq 
g Ittj Oiortt*, iludi 1 17W 

I have boon honoured with your letter dated tho 20th of 
Juno, 17S8 Being disposed from regard for your personal cha 
rnctcr to reccivo your sentiments with pleasure and to consider 
them with attention, I should most readily if I thought myself at 
liberty entor into a discussion of the point winch formed tho sub- 
ject of your letter 

I do not, however conceiro that I can, consistently with tho 
deities of my station, and with tho spirit of the orders of the Court 
of Directors, correspond on the public business of this country with 
any British subject who assume* tho character of agent of any 
nativo prince in Indio. 

It therefore only remains for me to say in general, that I was 
at great pains to examrao tho nature of tho claim of tho Nabob of 
Arcot on the country of Tanjorc, and tho orders of tlio Court of 
Directors on that subject and I feel conscious that I liaro dia- 
cl larged ray public doty with propnoty, and that I haro dono his 
Highness amplo justice. 

I beg that you will bchoro that I am, 

Vi ith great personal esteem, Ao, 

COHNWALLIS. 


Fael Couxwalus to the Co cut of Diuectocs 
OlcutU, SI »reli 0 1789 . — Set Appewflx, No. °-L 


Fall Co as wallis to Coloxtl 


Dear c*imtu, April ^ l so 

I was glad to hear by your letter of tho 1 1th ultimo, that ) ou 
laid arrived in good health at Madras and tlrnt you was satisfied 
with tlio reception you met with from tho Governor and Council. 

BngwlKr-Uincrnl llomos* being called to tho Pre<udcncy and 
invented with the supreme command was as littlo expected b\ mo ns 
l») yonrw If especially after tho vi ry diffln nt line of conduct which 
luvl 1>oi n so recently ndoj)ted in similar circumstances ot Boml«y 
must, however excuse me if I cannot admit tin justice of 


3 r+% r-i_ f Mrin- k 

t ~ 4. r k it i in r cv=kUw*i 

< k L t Ul. 4^ Ik ]| «M *rc 1 
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your expressions of chagrin and mortification on tins account ; for 
you laiew before you left England, that theie were two Bngadier- 
Geucrals m India, under one of whom Abercromby was to be 
immediately placed ; and a person so conveisant in military affairs 
as yourself, must ha\ e been aware that it was not only possible 
but probable, that you might likewise serve undei eitliei of them , 
as I am sure neither youi on n good sense and knowledge of the 
service, 1101 the assurances of any person m England, could have 
warranted your entertaining an idea, that the Bang’s legiments 
were to be fixed at the respective Piesidencies, instead of being 
stationed where the Commauder-m-Cluef or the Supreme Council 
might conceive then presence to be most necessaiy 

I have lealiy a most sincere regard for you personalty, and 
I likewise highly esteem yom public character , it will therefoie 
always be very irksome to me to maik a dissatisfaction at any part 
of your conduct* or to say anytlnng that can be unpleasant to you 
But when I thought it necessaiy to ordei the troops destined foi 
tins jfiace to be defamed at Madras, at a tune that I had gieat 
reason to expect that difficulties would arise in that quarter , and 
when I knew that the state of Sn Aiclnbald Campbells health 
would not admit of Ins making any exertions, you must give me 
leave to claim a right to the expressions of chagrin and mortifica- 
tion, at seeing my friend set the example of disregard and 

disobedience to my orders (which were shown to him by Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell), by obtaining, m direct opposition to them, Ins 
leave to come to Bengal in the height of the south-west monsoon , 
and which I cannot possibly think Sir Archibald would have given, 
if he had not apprehended from your manner, that you would not 
have been a good-humoured assistant to him at Madras 

As I do not wish to dwell on a repetition of grievances, I shall 
only slightly notice the ill-humour m which you left us, although 
you must have been sensible that the weakness of a temporary 
Government, the inexperience of some of the prmcipal officers on 
the coast, and the danger that would attend any senous drffeiences 
between so large a body of the Bong’s troops and those of the Com- 
pany, called on me to use every precaution in my pow r er to insure 
the pubhc tranquillity 

It will be my earnest desire to make the service of India as 
agreeable and as advantageous to you as I can, consistent with 
my pubhc duty , and I sincerely hope that I shall feel myself at 
liberty to bring you and your regiment hither m the course of this 
summer But no private considerations can induce me to create 
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unnecessary appointments, or grant unauthorised omolmnonts, or 
^rill Iiqto weight with me in the disposal of the officers or corps of 
tho army when they affect the public welfare, or tho propriety of 
conduct wluch is due to the station that I hold. 

I thought it fair to unbosom myself thus freely to you, ond I 
trust this will bo the last time that an explanation of this kind 
will bo necessary J ^ 

CorcnvALLis. 


Eael Couxwallo to SIes. CxmxES. 1 

Madam caiaota, j™ i itq» 

It ts with infinito concom that I havo just heard of your 
misfortune and though I should not thus early liaro intruded upon 
your sorrow with such lessons of resignation to tho Divino will ns 
your own good senso and virtuous mind must havo already taught 
you, yet I fool tlmt tbo helpless stato of your family requires immo- 
diato assistance. 

I have, therefore, directed Mr Porchcr* to supply you with 
1000 rupees for your present exigencies, and 200 por month whilst 
von aro obliged to remain in India. Ho will likewise ndvanco a 
further sum of 4000 rupees wlion you embark for Europe. 

I beg "Madam, you will bo assured of my sincoro good wishes 
for yourself and your family and that I am, with great esteem da, 

ConXWALLIS. 


Mgs Cximta to Earl Cor.tw.alua 
Mt Ixl no St. Thera# JIamt, Jdm 1 & 

I Inst night had tho honour to receivo jour Lordships very 
kind letter So flattering a mark of distinction from such a distin 
gimhod ehamrtcr ns your Lordship, has excited in mo sentiments 
of gratitude wluch I find ravself pcrfectlv unable to express Tho 
deheno) witli winch vour IxmL hip js pleased to relievo mo and raj 
little orplmns from a most distrcvong situation n at tlus moment 
n greater alienation to mv sorrows tlion ony I could ]*>« ibly hare 
m t tntli, and d mandi mv smeen^t thank. 

* Jlr*.<Ainv! u »*! w t M j-r Cilrr^ An f \ Imlnl ^Ir Vi ill jto UrtmUj IWt. 

A >f 1 SL* rfirml* m JLi) r >!l f r L- 1bj[» S<tt 1 **’ • Wi 

‘ J « !T - 1 H I tVo C r Tr^r f HIM 

^ l I 1 f>| 1 1 1 *1 II tun Jf nil Til^l ff in I nft't l Krrt'Tva 

A \jrl_j 1* >; m. (“Lut tu lb- If Lrt o/ Swi« 
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My misfortune lias, indeed, been a very severe and unexpected 
one , but I trust m that all-wise Providence who has inflicted it on 
me, that be wall enable me to beai it with that fortitude and lesig- 
nation, wbicb for my children's sake I find it so necessary I should 

Believe me, &e , 

Jane Cairnes. 

Earl Cornwallis to Brigadier-General Horne 
SlR, Fort William, June 20, 1789 

I have been in daily expectation for some time past, that 
you would have communicated to me as Commander-in-Chief m 
India, the instructions by which you weie lequired by the Govern- 
ment of Fort St George, to older so large a body of troops to take 
the field, as that which is now employed undei the command of 
Colonel Stuart m the southern parts of the dominions of the Nabob 
of Aicot, the measures that you have taken to carry those in- 
structions into execution , the natuie of the service which it was 
expected of the troops to perform, and all the cncumstances that 
have come to your knowledge of the steps that have been taken 
by the commanding officer, m consequence of the ordeis that he 
has received. 

I am entirely persuaded that this omission has proceeded horn 
your not adverting to the propriety of my receiving early notice of 
every military transaction of importance, that happens at the other 
Presidency, and by no means to any designed neglect on your part 
But as I consider it as my indispensable duty as Commandei-m- 
Ckief of all the Forces in India, to superintend the conduct of all 
officers both m the King's and m the Company’s service, I cannot 
content myself with vague newspaper accounts , but must require 
authentic leports of all military opeiations oi incidents of con- 
sequence, for the guidance of my judgment I therefore desire 
that you will immediately transmit to me copies of all the corre- 
spondence that has passed between the Government of Fort St 
Geoige and you, on the subject of the above-mentioned expedition , 
of the orders that you have given foi eaiiymg their instructions into 
execution , and of all the correspondence that has passed between 
you and the commanding officer, as well as of all the reports that 
he has made to you of the occurrences on that service , that I may 
be able to form a judgment from proper materials, whether your 
directions have been well calculated to second the intentions of 
Government, and whether the executive officer has exerted himself 
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with ability and prodonco, to effect tho purposes for wluch your 
directions Imvo been given- X am, A*a, 

Cornwallis^ 

Tbo reply of General Itorno to this lettor was, os regarded hira- 
solC satisfactory ITo had been ordered by "Mr Hollond, 1 GoVcmor 
of ilmlras, to moro a force into tho Littlo Mara war country, nomi 
nally to aul the Nabob against A ella Murdnli and Chmnrdi Mur 
dnh,* (tribntancs said to bo refractory ) but rcall) to assist in en 
abling him to pay his private creditor?, among the largest of whom 
wero somo of tho members of Council at Madras- Tho better to 
conceal his red intentions, Mr llollond sent ordere direct to 
Colonel Stuart, who commanded tho detachment instead of trans- 
mitting thorn m tho ordinary course through General Home who 
being thus Kept in ignorance thought ho lind nothing to com 
mumcato to Ix»rd Cornwallis. On a subsequent occasion, Mr 
llollond pursned a sunilar course and in his anxioty not to inter 
fere with Tippoo s plans, exposed a l&Tgo detm.hment to bo cut off. 
Nor was tin* all of winch General Homo complained. Mr llollond 
contrary to order? from home himself filled up all vacancies on 
tho staff with bn own creatures, and wlrnt wns worse allow oil tho 
jay of tho troops to full largely into am*nr tluit tho Nabob might 
Imvo a larger surplus to par hi? pnvnto debts. 

Majoe-Gesejul CucniLLc to Finn Coaxwiujs. 

** l U] 

Mt dear I-onn s*cfcrtJi i 

As I delivered ono letter to your brollu r somo time ago 
thinking tlmt he would have set out upon lus \o\nge much sooner 
tlun 1 find In dfM^ I shrill take tho opportunity to send you these 
f *w lines li\ wa\ rf po t ‘.on pt, to condole with you ino«t sinconl) 
nj»rm th* licnn calninltv will h lias In fallen us In the lv — gs mo*>t 
tinetjs*rusl and mi^t drva Iful ilhics-t I hart not words Mifiln nt 
t i d -K’nl to mu the con t rtinttou and nnxi t\ of nil ranks of 
| [1 t i<l grant tint the hopes whith tin pliNMcfons giro us 

m their d j ruti m« Uf>n t!i< < omraittH < of th two Iloiw-s on 1 
th i n fUigtun < xj^x-intions of recovery i nt rtnuied lv Hr 
Mill! * wbol-n L* n I n^. o^ni tntnM t<> linn tin ron>< f | jl 

1* 1 *h k I r r* rift* I f /, -i *tn f» wit *rt ./ U 

1 ' II III II r* ar.1/ 

i !*>*»• '-*■1 n » l ^ 1 1* lr»v w F-~-W i ; 

* -» f nli»ll^ u I III 4 tk- ^ l j K i < 

l'* r I 1 L 1 e Jw-t I r* ■*'>, ( i±rt. j -.1 nj li I 

7 It r « SVk < I ^ -v r\ M l t ilf N rrt ft m * * *!•* 
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in similar cases, may turn out according to our wishes, and that 
wo may soon see His I\1 — yicsloicdto his formei sound state of 
body and mind 

I cannot, nor daie not, toll you, how much I feel vexed at the 
conduct of a ccitain gicat person, about whom we havo so long 
interested ouisehes How fai he can answer it to Ins own mind 
and conscience I know not ; but I am thorouglily convinced that 
tho impression it 1ms made upon all sobei-mmded men will nevei 
be effaced I took a very enily opportunity to disburden my mmd 
to him upon the subject, though I lather felt an awkwnidness 
and delicacy about it, on account of my family being so deeply 
engaged m the conti oversy. I therefoie avoided enteimg any 
further on the subject than what legnrded the piopnety and de- 
corum of his taking any part at all m a business, wlieiem Ins 
father’s illness must be discussed, and made so matciial a point m 
the debate; but as I soon saw that I labouied in vain to bring him 
to my way of flunking in this respect, and that ho was firmly pei- 
suaded, or made to belies so, that he was defending the lights of 
the Ciown, wluch he asserted wei e meant to be infringed by the 
limitations which Mr. Pitt pioposed to lay upon the Regent, I 
did not think it my business to aigue that point with him, though 
I am afiaid he wall not find it so easy as he thinks, to justify lus 
line of conduct to the K — g’s satisfaction, in case H M should 
recover I must, however, do him the justice to say, that he was 
not m the least out of temper with me for remonstrating so stiongly 
as I did against his proceedmgs, but on the conti ary assuied me 
that notwithstanding our disagreement m politics, he should always 
entertain the same friendship and esteem foi me as he had ever 
done. 

I will not dwell any longer upon a subject, which I am sure 
must give us both great pain and uneasiness, a certain party has 
now thorough possession of him, 1 and will make the most of it I 
see nothing but anarchy and confusion staring us m the face, unless 
it should please Providence to restore H Id. to his former soimd 
state of body and mmd, which I believe is the universal and most 
sincere prayer of every well meaning subject 

I am, &c , 

E Gr. 

had paid great attention to cases of insanity, 1 The Prince of Wales had acquired com- 
and kept a house at Gretford, in Lincolnshire, plete influence over the Duke of Yoik It 
for the reception of persons so afflicted For was long before tho King nnd Queen foigni e 
his attendance on the King he recen ed a pen- the latter , with the Prince the King was 
sion of 1000/ by patent never perfectly reconciled 
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LOCD II AWKESBUT.T TO ElBI. CoEXWJUJJS. 

QWrtJ Jam n ~ 1 W] 

Mt DEJJl LoKD, Leodoo, Jin, 6, 1"89 

Ton will learn from your other friends tlio melancholy itnto 
of tho King s health, and tho situation to which tho Gorermnent of 
this country is reduced in consequence of it I will only pay, that 
os tho disorder with which His Majesty is afflicted was noTcr in his 
family, as ILs Majesty never showed any symptom or tendency to 
this disease boforo ,* and as his mind ondently appears not to bo 
enfeebled or broken, but only deranged I look, forward with con 
Aden co to his recovery I corned or his nerves as m a very high 
stato of irritation, in conseqncnco of somo humour that lias fallen 
upon them, and condudo that when that hnmerar is removed, tho 
irritation and all tho consequences which it has produced will 
cease. In tho mean timo tho personal cxermso of tho Roynl An 
thonty is nt an end. To supply tins, tho Fnneo is to bo appointed 
Regent under such restrictions as do not allow him to do any 
thing which tho King will not bo ablo to undo, if ho sliould ovor 
bo ablo to resume his Government and tho Queen is to haro tlio 
caro of tho Kings person and tho management of his household. 
Theso questions wo are warmly to dismiss in tho two Houses in tho 
ccurso of tho next ten days Tho Queen supports tho Kings Mi 
lusters and servants and tho Trince and tho i)nko oflork chavo 
to Opposition and as soon as tho Regency is formed, wo sludl cor 
tninly bo all dismissed and tho system of tho Government will l>o 
changed. This is unfortunate for tho corajnorco and rovenuo of 
tho country nover were m a rnoro prosperous condition, and tho 
C overament was norcr more respected abroad. 

If your Lordship should liavo any commands for this country 1 
should ho liappy to reeoivo them. \ ] iavc 

II\wKEnmm\ 


Lota Srostr to l ael Coilvwallk 

Jr-* 'll 1 ?] 

'It DC.VC Iann Ormr/rf iw r \ i u ■> 

I sit down to wnte to von with much more sati fortiori than 
I ihoaH liare dim som« time ago. Onr goal master Ims n *w I •« n 
tlm^i wrr-ks in a stat < f gradual tvnm ry and wi lmti n-aw nable 
K i*e» t f a jvrfret one The Chancellor was y«nt/rday with 11 M* 

^ J'"' ** ^ * t> -* 1 U* tt)( bl Ul U *«ir» |S^jS jit, uivl u *H» _*/ 
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and for the first time talked to him upon business, and opened 
to lmn, in paid, the measmes -which had been taken duiing his 
confinement. I understand that II. M was by no means the worse 
for this conveisation Dr. Wilks, who attends lmn, says that, -were 
he a private man, lie should advise his following now his usual 
occupation, as the mode of living the most likely to lestore him 
But, God know s, H M will haie a severe trial when he is 
informed of all that has passed during the unhappy interval 
Every possible care will no doubt bo taken to prcpnie him. You 
mil hear from other hands, probably, that the P of W. has 
got complete possession of the D of Y., and they had meditated 
such changes m the state and m the army* as Mould have grieved 
lmn exceedingly. No scruple has been made of declarnig that 
a general sweep of all places would be made, if the Regency were 
to last only a day. I enclose you a copy of the Regency Bill 
as it came to us Rom the House of Commons. Theie have been 
some amendments made m our House, but as we have adjourned 
the Committee before we had gone through the Bill m it, I did not 
think it necessary to hai e the amendments in the first part of the 
Bill inserted I can hardly give you a state of the country with 
regard to foreign pohticks at present, eveiythmg of that land having 
been at a stand foi the tliree months of the duration of the King’s 
illness, and some Bowel’s are waiting for oui determination. The 
French nation is in a complete feiment The conveisation and the 
publications and speeches have as much of the spmt of freedom 
as any we have lead m ou i own history or seen m oui times. The 
event is not easy to be foreseen, but none can now be surprising 
Our own domestic scene has been an interesting one. We 
have seen no times when it has been so necessaiy to separate parties 
in private company The acrimony is beyond anytlung you can 
conceive. The ladies aie as usual at the head of all animosity, and 
are distinguished by caps, ribands, and other such ensigns of party. 
They have diiven Old Queensberry 1 2 out of England by calling him 
- a Rat for deserting his master to hobble aftei a young Piinee At 


1 Sir William Fawcett, Adjutant-General, 
wrote to Lord Cornwallis by this same 
packet, giving him the details of the military 
promotions as, all but officially, announced 
lour Field-Marshals, including the Dukes of 
Gloucester and York, 31 Generals, 20 Lieut - 
Generals, 12 Major-Generals, besides Colonels 
and others m lower ranks 1 en new Aides-de- 
Camp, almost all for political reasons The list 
of the new administration, as generally circu- 
lated, included the Duke of Portland, Piemier , 
Lord Stormont and Mi Fox, Secietancs of 

State, Lord Loughboiough, Chancelloi , Lord 


Sandwich or Lord Fitzwilliam, Admiralty , 
Lord Spencer, Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland , 
the Duke of Northumberland, Master-General, 
and General Buigovne, Lieut General, of the 
Ordnance , Colonel Fitzpatrick, Secretary at 
W r ar, and Mr Sbendan, Board of Control 
2 William,4th Duke of Queensberry, K T , 
b Dec 10, 1725, d unm Dec 23, 1810 
Appointed a Lord of the Bedchamber on the 
King’s accession, but iemoi ed on his recovery 
Created Baron Douglas, in England, Aug 8, 
1786 

2 E 2 
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Calais lii3 Grace was in doubt whether ho should go to Bnwols or 
venture to Pans, where ho would havo been os much abused as in 
London. I bohovo ho has gone to Brussels. Lotlunn 1 is a eon 
spicnons figure among the deserters. Sir James ITnms was created 
Lord Malmesbury and took his seat during the King s Alness, lie 
desired Lord Carmarthen and mo to introduce him. Ho went to 
Mr Pitt and declared lus approbation of tlio intended measures and 
tlio restrictions on tbo Regents powor Ho thon went to tlio 
Pnnco and turned to the nght-about. The Doko of Korthumber 
land, whoso ill humour broko out as soon as ho had got his Bluo 
Bibrrad, lias been with Itawdon, at tho head of what has been 
called tho Armed Ncutralit) These too liavo joined tho Prince 
arc tho most invctcmtoond hostilo of anybody covered os thoy are 
with tho poor Kings favours. Gratitudo wns not, ra tlio Kings 
mclaucltoly situation, to bo expected from Stormont nnd Lough- 
borough, and thoy boast that, notwithstanding their obligations 
to II Mi their attocliracnt is to tho constitution. I will not 
dwell upon tins filthy subject ovon to stnto tlio filtliiest conduct of 
North who is led down to tho Houso to act under Sheridan to 
joko upon tho Kings misfortunes. Thank God, tbo country in 
nil parts and both Houses of Parliament liavo nobl\ stood Ly tho 
King Moro affection nnd concern could not liavo been sliown 
ntid II M will Iravo tbo satisfaction of finding how much ho 
is pcrsonalh beloved. Mr Pitt has conducted himself with tho 
greatest judgment and abilitN — Fox has been ilangcroudj ill Ho 
luw hurt lumself bv travelling from Bologna* at a great rate when 
In was much out of order m hopes to liavo been in at tho (lentil. 
Ill lias been absent somo weeks from tho House, and at Bath I 
bear ho is n good deal recovered 

M « adjourned our Committee on account of tho rapid improve- 
ment of tlio King* henltlL To-day is ^atunlav wo meet npnm on 
Tm^lnv \\ o ran\ ace reason to make somo c! ion go in our pro- 
ceedings but | robablv stall go through tho Bill in tlio Committee 
I luul omitted to mention that there is ererr reason to 
attrilmte H M s <b*order to the imprudent nnd immoderate u<* 
of Cloltf ntam waters I liavo ju<t recoin'd an nuthentie aeeount 
« f tb Mrae (ff-ct njsm a french gt nth man wbo drank them at 

U-'l l-Hi. i. *1* vw C 1 lK, * Tb* r^wi cf it* Ktrj ftvW 

Jrt L. il_*^l «U 1 fma * n^l. )f F i it I- il «lil« taklO# t N*. 

IW " * A o 1 lut *--*••*• 1* l -t ] 1 ni 1 U r (Wb| « t }* 7 iV 

Ai ( I 1 ll Sf v-^t rw» *f 1 ut*» »IW J j (rwtut bmCii I — 

" ^ X * us LW rrj i*ni, Jin. Aitiili t, rrm ts-J W rv ) , UK-1 

^ O* » f 11 Ju li a Ljwi. Tt, nj !i|i/ iU) 
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the same lime, and he is now nearly recovered From that circum- 
stance of the cause of the illness, the medical men give us icason 
to be confident m the peifect and ladical cure. God send it, and 
soon ; foi the country was at the blink of everything that is bad 
I will detain }ou no longci, my dear Loid, but to desne you 
to accept of my best wishes foi youi health and happiness. 

X am, with the gieatest truth and esteem, 

Youis, &c, 

Sydney. 


Lord Rawdox to Earl Cornwallis 

[Rcceixcd July, 1789 J 

My DEAR Lord, London, Fob 28, 1789 

. . . Before this reaches yon, you will have had the 

news of the King’s recoveiy , probably also of Ins resumption of 
the functions of government. Under w'liat mode these last aie 
to be exercised w o know' not ns yet , for it. is acknow lodged that 
the King could nob without incurring great dangei of relapse, 
for a considerable time ajiply himself to business, even supposing 
Ins present recovery to be as complete os is asserted As to the 
extent of that lecovery, there is great scepticism , and to speak 
truly I am very doubtful of it That his mind is at piesent 
tranquil, and clear upon ordinary subjects, is without dispute , but 
the suspicion is that there are certain stungs which will, whenever 
they are touched, produce false music again. The care which is 
taken that neither the Prmce nor the Duke of York shall see the 
King alone for a moment, whilst the Chancellor and Mi Pitt have 
severally conferences without any witness, marks on awkward appie- 
hension How r ever, at all events, the present gleam wall be made 
use of to sanction with the name of the King, such provisions against 
a similar exigency as may be best calculated to support the party 
and influence of the existent Ministers The circumstance is not 
indifferent, which I should consider it, if it wept merely to the 
possession of office by one party or the other But the view of 
what has passed within these three months enables one to judge so 
far upon the piobable conduct of Pitt, that I look forward with 
rather an uneasy eye to the coming time Pitt will without scruple 
hazard the public tranquillity, if not designedly embroil it, rather 
than be removed from power , and the popular cry which has been 
excited and kept up m his favour by extraordinary management, 
will enable him to cope (under the King’s name) with all the influ- 
ence of the Prmce The feelings of the latter will make lesigna- 
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tion to such practice very diftlcnlt, if not impossible and that any 
moderation should long be shown in such a struggle, is more than 
can be hoped. I as you would probably expect, have taken part 
decidedly with the Pnnco upon this question, thinking tho com 
burnt ion attempted to bo marshalled o gainst him tho most mis- 
chievous in its necessary effect upon tho constitution, that could 
po«sibly bo conceived. By this means I have aliddcn mto a kind 
of allinuco with tho D of Portland. Had a now administration 
been formed, I should have had a scat in it this ground having 
however been stipulated by me and admitted by them, that I 
slwTl never bo considered as absorbed into tho Duko s party bnt 
should remain with my particular fnonds a distinct body This 
tho Princes guaranteed and tliat condition would have lodged 
in my hands a check upon tlio intempornneo of some of tlint set 
tliat would Irnvo been very useful The Chancellor from deteJta 
tion of Pitt, and still moro from Jovo of oflico for a timo coquetted 
with the Tnnce of \\ ales tlwngh indeed that expression is not 
strong enough to mark tlio apparent decision which bo liad mndo 
of taking port with us Imt liaving taken fright and drawn I«ck 
a halo upon a show of amendment in tlio King bo received from 
the Pnnco and DuUo of lorh (before Pox) so rough a clrnrgo of 
dnuble-deabng tlint it is now impossible ho enn clo«o with us. I 
Micro sincerely tlint bo hates Pitt lieyond nny man in 1 nglaiul, 
nnd Pitt speaks most contumelious!} of bim m pnvnto yet yon 
see the} draw together odmirabh and n pint intircst will now I 
think keep them from separating Adieu m\ dear I xml and do 
not do-qa-e the little interests of this island from comparison with 
tlio magnitude of tho territory you nro governing as I trust we 
skill ono day lrnro you tako on independent sliaro in them at 
l™- In nil nKwt.on., ]!, Uuvc 

lUunov 

Tli whole of the Pnnco of \\ nlos s party j rofi -v>od to entertain 
doubts similar to tho*o mtimnted by Lord Itnwdon. hut they were 
tntallv witliont foundation. Dr Warren one of the physicians, wlm, 
ttf-ttut 1 i rlmjH by politind foiling* lmd nlwn\* held tin mf*t 
d -q m hng Ungungi liad as «*arly as 1 rbruary 17th signed n 
lull tin stating tin King to l» eoninlr-<eent on tho IRtli tlie 
tK-inM! r tnmrd j 0 j**tpone the Kegrnry Bill on the 27th the 
I'ul! tin« wer> di***ontfmiM en Mnr\U 2ml the o mph-te rv*tom 
<-f Hu Map^tr wm nnnounrrd to I* tli Jfou**w nnd the 
a ( rmully i j^n 4 pn th lOtli I > a sjwvch fnrni the 
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throne delivered l> 3 r Commission. It is quite tiue that the King 
gave repeated audiences to Ins Ministers, befoie he admitted the 
Prince and the Duke of York to liis piesence ; but this arose from 
the displeasure he felt at tlieir conduct 


Right Hon Henri Duxdas 10 Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1789 ] 

My DEAR Lord, London, Feb 20, 1789 

M) last letter to your Lordship was on the 13th of July, 
befoie my depnituro for Scotland. I remained there till called to 
town on account of the King’s calamitous illness, and smee that 
period we have been employed about nothing but the Regency Bill, 
which, having passed the House of Commons as proposed by Mr. 
Pitt, is now m the House of Lords, where everything is likewise 
carried by a decided majority. But within these few days things 
have taken a most wonderful change The King is so well os to 
lender it now very probable that no Regency Bill will be necessary. 
Upon tins I need not enlarge, as Lord Sydney and other friends 
will write to you. 

From the situation of the Government, notlnng of moment has 
passed at any of the public offices At my own office we have 
gone on as usual, to revise and altei or approve the despatches sent 
to us from the India House, and the ship which carries this will 
cany you voluminous despatches Business of all other land has 
stopped at the India House, so that neither Medows’s appointment 
to Madras, nor a successor to him, has yet taken place The fact is, 
that it was a decided pomt with the Prince of Wales the moment he 
became Regent to dismiss all his father’s servants , and of course 
looking every moment to be the last, of lemammg m office, I 
had no disposition to urge the Directors to take any steps for the 
pioviding their Governments, noi were they, under such circum- 
stances, veiy much disposed to do anything but wait passively foi 
events. Mr Sheridan was fixed upon for my successor, both at the 
Navy Pay Office and the Board of ContioL It would not become 
me to say any thin g of the piopnety of the appointment of my 
successor, but I may say without arrogance, that the prospect of 
that appointment did not give much satisfaction either to the 
public at large or to the East India Company m particular Sir 
John Macpherson has given m his resignation. He is a nght-hand 
man with the Prince of Wales, 1 and supposed to be veiy deep m his 

1 This intimacy with the Pimce continued for several years At last it ceased, but no 
leason was ever assigned 
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counsels, rather more f#> than anybody except Mr Sheridan. Sir 
John’s successor is not yet appointed upon yonr nuthonty I have 
recommended Jonathan Duncan. I do not know whether they will 
agree to it or not the Chairman has engaged to try it, bnt is appre- 
hensive of the objection of his being bo yonng a servant in comparison 
of many others. That is m truth no objection, and I hope they 
will feel it 8a If the King get round ogam bo quick as to prevent 
a change of Government, I treat I shall have influence enough to 
prevail on the Directors to adopt Mr Duncan. If that event does 
not happen to prevent a change, your Lordship will conceivo that 
of course my interference would neither be proper nor available. 

Everything you have done and the opinions yon enter 
tain coincide in everything with my .own. I hope Boon to hoar 
from yon that our measures at homo to give you now and hereafter 
a complete European establishment of troops, onabled you finally 
to settle that business to yonr own satisfaction. I can assure you 
I never m my life had so much trouble about a piece of business?. 
I approve very much of tho settlement you havo made of tho 
exchange far the purpose of bringing home the debts , tho measure 
is a very favoanto ono with mo, and of courso it became my duty' 
to givo you every aid to forward. It is perhaps not tho worse 
that tho dobts come homo gradually at least if tho prospect of 
pcaco remains hut if that was interrupted, it would bo very in 
convenient for you to have such a load of debt upon your revenues 
in Induu 

I long for your final report upon your establishments. It is 
highly essential to havo tiiat point fixed, so that thoy may bo 
declared m tonns of tho Act of Parliament By tho first ships that 
sail for Madras and Bombay wo send out thoir final establishment , 
tlio\ are now before mo sent up by tho Directors within these fow 
day s. Tho final settlement of youra only waits tho expected report 
from you. 

By tho present ehipe you will rcceivo our sentiments on somo 
of tho important measures of your Government I give entire 
approbation to yonr regulations respecting tho Collectors and tho 
Courts of Adawlct and I trust tho suggestions I havo thrown ont 
upon the subject of tho regulations for tho weavers will meet 
your approbation, for I havo mado thorn from a perfect conviction 
that the\ tend to mnko your own system more complcto. 

If tho King gets bo quickly round ns to prevent a chnngo of 
( oremment and wo get again firmly on our legs you will very 
w>on lw-ar from mo again on sore ml subjects if not my next letter 
mil U a fare well letter with many thanks for all tho good nou 
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have done; and exposing my earnest hopes and entieaties that 
happen an hat aviII at home, you a\i11 not, bcfoie your intended time, 
deprive the publick of your exertions to complete the salvation of 
India 

Remember mo kindly to Ross, Shoie, and all your other Avortliy 
coadjutors, and I remain, &c , 

Henry Dondas. 

Sin William Faavcett, K B., id Earl Corxavallis 
[Received Juh, 1780] 

My DEAR Lord, London, March 7, 1780 

Though I make no doubt but that the joyful tidings of om 
Royal Mastei’s most happy and providential iecoA r ery fiom his late 
illness, va ill have alieady been forwarded to youi Loidslnp from 
official authority, yet I cannot let pass this opportunity, Avithout 
availing myself of it, to congratulate you on an event so highly 
important to tins country, and at the same time so singularly 
critical, as it happened a feAV days only befoie the Regency Bill 
had passed both Houses of Paihament. I an as at Keiv yesterday, 
and had the honour of a long conveisation Avith His Majesty m the 
Gardens, Avlien I had the happiness of finding His Majesty m as 
perfect health m eA r eiy respect as I ever saiv him in my Avhole life 
Amongst awariety of other public mischiefs winch are thus, by the 
intervention of Providence, most happily pieA r ented, that of the 
intended general promotion m the army is one, and that not the 
least ; especially as, had it once taken place, it could hardly ever 
have been remedied. . 

Loid Lothian, who Avas particularly active in the late political 
bustle, Avail be dispossessed of the Gold Stick, and replaced in the 
command of his regiment of Life Guards by Lord Lovei, 1 and the 
Insh Diagoon Guaids noil be offered m exchange to Lord Lothian. 
Several other changes are talked of, but the particulars of them 
youi. Lordship Avail, vvathout doubt, be informed of from better 
authority than any I have it m my power to give you 

I remam, &c, 

William Fawcett 

1 Joseph, only Lord Dover, K B , so ere- of Cumberland at Fontenoy After consider- 
ated Sept 18, 1788, son of Philip, 1st Earl of able military service he was employed m the 
Hardwicke , a Field-Marshal, and Colonel 1st diplomatic line, latterly as Ambassador at the 
Life Guaids, b Jane 24, 1724, d Dec 2, Hague from Sept 1751 till war broke out, 
1792, m June 22, 1783, Chnstiana Char- Dec 1780 MP for East Gnnstead from 
lotte, dau of Hans, Baion do btocken, of Nov 1747, to March, 1761 , for Dover to 
Dcnruaih, and widow of the Baron de Boet- June, 1774, and for Grampound to July 
zalen, a Dutch noble, ADC to the Duke 1780 
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Kirn. C0B3TT.1IJ.I3 TO THE SECRET COUMITTEE. 

Gentlemen, Foct wnum, An*, i 1789 

I flunk it my duty, in addition to the communications that 
yon will receive in the despatches from the Board, and m my 
letters to the Court of Directors, of the nature of my different con 
ferences with the Nizam s vakeel, Meer Abul Kassim, 1 to inform 
yon that the vakeel on all occasions expressed a strong deeiro on 
the part of Ills master to enter mto new engagements with this 
Government, and was in particular extremely eoliotons that the 
Company should agree, on conditions to be discufsed, to famish a 
much larger body of troops for the Nisam s assistance than that 
which was stipulated by the treaty of 1708 

After having been repeatedly urgent on this head, he asked 
mo on the day on which he took his leave, whether a proposal to 
form a connexion between his Highness and the Company similar 
to that which actually subsists between this Government end the 
Yixicr would be listened ta Bnt upon my informing him with 
overy expression of my own personal goodwill to his master, and 
with the strongest assurances of the friendly disposition towards 
him on the part of tho Company, that I was not authorized daring 
the present general tranquillity m India to form now' treaties with 
any native power whatever, he requested that what he had said 
should only be considered as a private suggestion of his own wishes, 
and not os an official proposition. It may, howover, bo almost 
needless to romork that he was probably possessed of sufficient 
power to negotiate, if his advances had mot with any oncourago- 
mcnt I tun, Ac, 

Cobitwaixis. 


Earl Corswalus to the Court or Directors. 

Fort WQlUra, A of 2, 1789 — ArpmdJi L*. 25. 


Earl CoaxwALLia to Lord Rawdox 
My dead Loud aujuu, itss 

In regard to tho political part which yon thought it nghtto 
tnko in tho lato melancholy situation of affairs, I cannot avoid 
acknowledging that fow things could have given mo greater 
concern. 


' Jlw Alai Kft~lm, 
U «t A Dean. |j , %n ■ t K. 


bftirr kjjo*n as 
\uuti t alolrtAT 


ud *ctfl ** hi n-blpoWtarj p-* - * 
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I know you to have the nicest sentiments of honour and in- 
tegrity, and I greatly respect youi judgment, yet I am not entnely 
without apprehension that on that occasion it was somewhat warped 
by pique and ill-humour on one side, and persuasion, open arms, 
and a laudable desne to piovide for some friends on the other. 
Had I been upon the spot I should have thought it the duty of a 
friend to have stated my sentiments to you, and to have repre- 
sented what the impartial woild would probably say upon your 
relative situation to the poor side King, whose ciown would un- 
doubtedly have been torn virtually from Ins head, 01 at least must 
have sat veiy uneasy upon it, aftei Ins lecoveiy, if a Regent had 
been appomted without restrictions 

The die is now cast , and although I thought our old friendship 
and youi letter called upon me to say so much, I shall be very 
delicate m troubling you in futuie with my sentiments on political 
subjects , for I know from experience, that when people arrive at 
so gieat a degree of difference of opinion, both m regaid to men 
and measures, as I am much afraid is the case at piesent between 
you and myself, frequent discussions of that natuie seldom fail to 
irritate, and hardly ever succeed to convince. 

This can however make no land of alteration m our private 
friendship, as I am peisuaded that w e mutually possess each other’s 
esteem On my part I shall always have a pleasuie m giving the 
warmest proofs of it on every occasion that may offer through life. 

Affairs here, at least as far as Bengal is concerned, contmue m 
a good train. The French, as you may probably have alieady heard, 
are going to withdraw their military force from Pondicherry, and, 
making Mauritius their place of arms, leave not hin g but commercial 
factories on this contment However prudent this measure may be 
for their finances, it certainly will improve our consequence m the 
eyes of the native powers, and tend to confirm those pacific dispo- 
sitions which they seem at present to entertain 

There is an universal clamour at Madras against Hollond, who 
if he is not a wicked, is certainly a weak Governor I have been 
long impatiently looking out for Medows’s appointment , but he 
inadvertently gave the Court of Dnectors reason to complain, with 
some coloui of justice, of his conduct towards them, and I appre- 
hend Dundas will find gieat difficulty m carrying the point of his 
removal to Madras In the mean tame poor Abercromby is literally 
ruined at Bombay Believe me, &c , 

Coenwallis 
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Earl Corywallh to Lord 8 yd tit 
My Lord, Fort wnu*m, Anj 6, 1789 

I lost no time, after being honoured with your Lordship 8 
letter dated the 28th March, 1788, m notifying His Majesty s 
pleasure to all the officers in the King b and Company's eervico m 
this country, that the brevets of advanced local rank which had 
been granted to field-officers m His Majesty's service should cease 
to operate after the 2Dth day of September, 1789, and that His 
Majesty had been graciously pleased to order that brevet commis- 
sions of Kmg a local rank, should, under certain restrictions, be 
issued to all the officers m the service of the Honourable Company 
His Majesty's fleld-officera could not but feel some degree of 
mortification and disappointment at being now deprived of the 
advanced brevet rank, which part of them have long enjoyed m 
this country but being sensible that the measure had been adopted 
from considerations of public utility those who have stated their 
feelings on tho occasion hare done it m the most decent Ian gun go 
and on tho 29th of September next the order wiU from the wholo 
of tho Kings field-officers in tins country meet with the most 
respectful obodience. 

I have issued brevet commissions of King s local rank to all 
the officers now employed m the Honourable Company s service in 
Indio, according to the terms of His Majesty s Instructions , and I 
have tho pleasure to say that they have been received with a duo 
senso of tho honour and distinction which has been thus conferred 
upon them. The officers on the Bengal establishment lmvo re- 
quested that their most grateful thanks may be offered to His 
Majesty for this substantial mark of tho Boyol favour and con 
dosccnsion and I lmvo no reason to doubt that the officers on tho 
establishment of Fort St George and Bombay are loss desirous to 
express their warmest acknowledgments. It is my duty to beg tlrnt 
jour Lordship will bo pleased to convey these sentiments to His 
Blnjesty I |iaTe> ^ 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to mn ltianr Hot Herat Dotdas. 

[Print* *»1 ConfiJ*oliaLJ 

Drab curtst*. Au ff 8 i eo 

I flatter myself tlmt jou will givo rao credit for feeling tho 
mo^t sincere joy at the rccorcrv of our iBolovrd Sovereign and nt 
tin. continuance of on minimi trot ion who-c measures luno prtned 
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so advantageous and so glorious 'to Britain I cannot sufficiently 
admire tlie conduct of Mr Pitt upon tins trying occasion, and am 
muck pleased to find tkat it made a pioper impression upon tke 
nation at large. 

I kave written so fully on tke puklic business to tke Court of 
Directors, and to tke Secret Committee, tkat I kave not muck at 
present to say to you in addition to it Little progress, as you 
must kave expected, kas been hitkerto made m tke business of 
Cuttack , but should tke Marattas at any time engage heartily m 
a negotiation for giving us tkat piovmee by an exchange of tern- 
tory, you will see from Mr. Malet’s letter, dated March 28, that we 
can very well spare many things to them on tke Malabar Coast. 

By all accounts Hollond is m every manner doing infinite mis- 
chief both to tke intei est and reputation of the Company In pai- 
ticular I suspect strongly tkat tke late expedition commanded by 
Colonel Stuart against tke brothers called tke Mundalis, who were in 
possession of tke Skevagunga country, was undertaken and ordered 
by him upon principles highly detiimental to tke interests of tke 
Madias Government, and disgraceful to tke national character 
Enclosed I send to you a copy of a letter (dated April 8, 1789) 
that I wrote to him when he first communicated Ins intention to 
me, with a view to put him on kis guard , and I was smceiely 
sorry tkat I could not with piopriety mterfeie with more efficacy 
It is also a great evil to tke public tkat he can kave no authority, 
for there seems to be an umveisal clamour against him at Madras , 
and tke general wish of all lanks is for Medows, who is muck be- 
loved and highly respected at Bombay 

Tke Court of Directors kave given me a miserable Counsellor 
m my poor friend Speke 1 He is in kis private character a worthy, 
honest man, but very weak, and open to tke solicitations of indivi- 
duals to support then' most lumous jobs, and totally unacquainted 
with all tke busmess of this country, except making silk He will 
afford me about as muck assistance as our friend Stuart, without 
having so gentlemanlike manners, which aie of more use to a 
Supieme Counselloi than silk-making 

Mr Duncan is by far tke most pioper man m this country for a 
seat at tke Supieme Board, and I must hope tkat you vail exert 
yourself most strenuously to get him appointed to succeed Mr. 
Shore, who certainly will leave us m December next. I shall write 

to this effect to 1ST Smith 2 

/ 

• Peter Speke, b 1745, d Dec 1,1811 His East Jndn Director for many years, and 
father, Cnptain Speke, commanded a ship m Chairman 17SS-9 M P for Pontefract for 
Admiral V atson’s action near Chernmidngoic a short lime in 1783, and for .Rochester from 
- Nathaniel Smith, d Mav k, 1794 An Ma\, 1784, to Tune, 1790 
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Cliarlee Grant s children have been ill, and I am sorry to say 
that no consideration can detain him longer m India. I shall much 
lament his loss from the general assistance "which I hare received 
from him, hot in the commercial line it is nreparahla 

JIacphereon seems to expect that yon are to give him a pension, 
besides oil the ill-earned money that he has got under the head of 
pay and presents. His flimsy c unning and shameless falsehoods 
seem to have taken in till parties , behove me that those who trust 
the most m him will be the most deceived. He tells me m a letter 
that I received from him lately, that the field is as open to him ns 
to any other person, to be my successor m this Government On 
this I cannot help saying, that as I most always take an interest 
about the future prosperity of this country, I hardly know any pubho 
event which is possible to happen that would give me more concern 
than I should feel at his ideas being realised nor any measure 
respecting India that m my opinion wonld tend more m its conse- 
quences to vox and discredit both you and Mr Pitt You may be 
assured that under his management a relaxation of authority m 
Government, and a system of mean jobbing and peculation, would 
immediately take place and if in my timo we shall hare recovered 
any part of the national character for sincerity and honour with the 
native powers, you may depend upon it that Ins duplicity and low 
intrigues amongst thorn would soon completely demolish it His 
pretension to a knowledge of the revenue business of tins country 
of wldch I have no doubt that he has talked much since Ins return 
to England, is really most laughably ridiculous, and is of a piece 
with tho rest of his character, far I do not behevo that tlioro is a 
boy in tho servico so grossly ignorant of it in evory respect ho 
does not oven know tho commonest revenue forms. Ho sometimes 
mado a good regulation by tho advfco of J Duncan, but never had 
tho spirit to enforce it nor had he a mind sufficiently upright to 
avnil lumselt to any purpose, of such counsol os Duncan was always 
ready to give him 

1 always think it right to giro you my sontimonts plainly nnd 
fully upon theso points, os I hnvo no doubt of your considonng them 
as pnvato and confidential, for tho uso of yoursolf and Mr Pitt onl) 

I am, 

Cornwallis. 


Eacl Cornwallis to Loan Sydney 
Mt dear Lord adorn*, A«p * 1 

I received >our letter of tho 21st of Feljruary, for which 1 
era much obliged to you. The subsequent confirmation of His 
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Majesty’s perfect lecovery has on every account, both public and 
private, given me greater joy and satisfaction than I can express 
The Parliament and the nation have shown great virtue, but that 
there should be some exceptions is not surprising. I have loDg 

since known to be void of principle, and have only kept up 

an appearance of connexion with him because I thought I might 
be of some use to his family. Of the Duke of Northumberland, I 
have nevei changed my sentiments about him smce I knew him 

at Eton mne-and-thirty years ago. But ’s ingratitude seriously 

shocks me. He had principle and sentiments of honour wheie 
has he disposed of them ? 

The Nizam’s ambassador, who was lately here, complamed m 
the strongest terms of the insult which had been offered to his 
master, by the neglect of returning an answer to the letter which 
he wrote to the King when he sent the present of the diamond ; 
and he declared that the Nizam could not rest quietly under such 
an affront, but was determined to write again to Bis Majesty to 
state his feelings, and to represent that he was dishonoured unless 
he could obtain an answer to his letter. I thought it much better 
that he should wnte no more, and therefore agreed to take it upon 
myself that he should have an answer It may of course be written 
in the pompous unmeaning jargon of this country. If you should 
find a difficulty m getting it put mto Persian, you may send the 
proper paper with the King’s signature to me, with an English copy 
of the letter, or the heads of a letter only, if it should be more con- 
venient, and I will have it translated mto Persian. I mentioned to 
Mr Dundas the sort of present which might be sent in the King’s 
name, and would help to remove all recollection of grievances 

Mobanck al Dowlah, our Nabob of Bengal, sent me a letter of 
congratulation to the K in g on his recovery, with the customary 
nuzzer (present) to a crowned head of 101 gold mohuis He like- 
wise sent a ridiculous letter, with a present of 7000 rupees, for Dr 
Willis, and 7000 rupees to be distributed to the poor m the neigh- 
bourhood of the Kin g’s palace It occurred to me that sending 
home the money would occasion as many idle stories as the Nizam’s 
diamond , that 7000 rupees would be changed mto 7000 or perhaps 
70,000 pounds , and that the letter to Dr Willis might be very 
much laughed at In addition to this, Mobariek is as poor as a rat 
(I do not mean one of the new-fashioned lats), and wants 7000 
rupees as much as any man I therefore returned the presents, 
assuring the Nabob that it was not the custom m England to make 
any on such occasions, as well as the letter to Dr Willis, and 
promised to transmit that which is addressed to His Majesty 
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Tho inhabitants of this settlement were very desirous of sending 
Iiome a congratulatory address but although the present is of all 
possible cases the most nn exceptionable, yet I thought it was 
better not to establish a precedent that might give rise to addresses 
of a very different nature, and persuaded them to be satisfied with 
illuminations, music, &o, Ac, Hollond was of the same opinion as 
myself without any previous communication, but had not weight 
enough to stop an ad drees from Madras I must now request that 
you will assure His Majesty that his subjects m Bengal are not 
behindhand with their brethren at Madras, or with those in any 
other port of the world, in sentiments of the purest loyalty and 
warmest affection, 

I am, my dear Lord, with the most sincere good wishes to Lady 
Sydney and all your family, Yours, & a, 

COENWALLIB. 

An*. 13 

Since I wrote the foregoing the Nabob Yiner has sent likewise 
a complimentary lotter with pecuniary presents for tho samo pur 
poses, but to a much greater amount than Mobonck, vix. 25 000 
rupees to Dr Wilks, and tho samo to charitable purposes. I linvo, 
as before, promised to forward tho letter and civilly dechncd tho 
money I received letters of congratulation to the lung and 
miners, from Hassan Item Khan, tho nominal and Hydcr Beg 
Khan, tho real Minister of the Yixier but I have not transmitted 
their letters, as I do not apprehend that in point of ebquotto thoy 
ought to write to His Majesty I have therefore acquainted tlwra 
that Ilia Mnjoetj shall bo informed of tho sentiments of joy winch 
thoy express on tho happy event of the recovery of Ins health. 

FABL CotlXWALLia to Esq 

Sm, Calcutta, An g 10 1780 

My personal ostocm for yon, and my sincere regard for mv 
friend tho Ifriko of Qmfton, mado mo foci tho deepest concern nt 
being under tho hcccssit) of removing your son from Ins oollector 

ship of From his general good character and from othor 

circumstances, I do net attribute his hcliaviour to corrupt motives 
jet Ida official misconduct was of such a nature, that I could not 
rave him without marking a portialitj which must lmvo destroyed 
nl\ respect for my Government But although unfortunatclj mino 
ih the dutv of the rigid judge, an affectionate father lias another 
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part to act It is foi you to believe your son innocent of all moial 
wiong, and when you lament that tbe erior mto which be bas 
fallen must materially a fleet bis foi tune, do not aggravate the 
calamity, winch God knows is seveie enough, by tbe addition of 
your unkmdness X &c , 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cormvaujs to Joily Woodiiousr/ Esq 

SlR, Calcutta, Aug 10,1789 

I have been favoured with youi letters dated 17tb July, 
1788, and 10th March, 17S9 I received the lattei but two days 
ago , and although I am, just at the despatch of tbe ‘ Swallow/ too 
much burned to ansuer it fully 5 " by tins conveyance, yet fiorn your 
obkgmg expressions towards myself, and from tbe attention which 
I wish to pay to a peison of } r our respectable chaincter, and who 
has been so many years in the Dnection, I cannot let the piesent 
opportunity pass without sending you a few lines m explanation of 
the transaction of winch you complain 

I appointed Mr commercial Besident at , from which 

station, after, I believe, about a year’s trial, I was undei the neces- 
sity of removing him, on account of lus incapacity to manage the 
business of that auiung, and his repeated and obstinate disobedience 
of the orders of the Boaid of Trade The whole detail of the cir- 
cumstances of tins tiansaction are on our Proceedings, winch I will 
get abstiacted foi you, and transmit by one of the first ships of the 

season Mr , although theie was no imputation on his honour 

oi integrity, was certainly let down very easily by bemg appointed 

Besident at , and received moie favour fiom this Government 

than his official conduct entitled him to 

His successor at soon showed us what might be done by 

capacity and exertion, and m little more than a twelvemonth, 
nearly restored that most valuable aiming, winch had been ruined 
by long mismanagement, to its former flourishing condition 

In regard to Mr ’s eventual succession to Beauliab or 

Malda, no opportunity has offered for its taking place since I have 
been in India , for when Mr Grant was removed from Malda, it was 
necessary that his successor should take the unexpired term of his 

contract, before the end of which, Mr had been promoted to 

, and given no favourable specimen of his abilities , but I 

fairly own to you that if a vacancy had happened, I should hardly 

1 John Woodhouse, many years an East India Director 

2 F 
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have thought myself justified m appointing him to either of those 
Residencies, for he has had no experience in making Bilk, 'which 
important article forma a considerable part of the provision of the 
investment at both these places. 

It is true that by the long existence of the contract system bo 
few of the Company s servants had an opportunity of obta ining 
commercial knowledge, that I have been under the necessity of 
appointing gentlemen to manage silk as woll ns other minings, 
who have had no experience, hot then they appeared to mo to be 

persons of quickness and exertion, which talents Mr tmfor 

innately does not possess. Before I conolnde I must beg leave to 
observe, that I do not conceive any man can have behaved with 
more proper respect to the Court of Directors than I have done 
ever since I have held my present station but I must freely 
acknowledge that before I accepted the arduous task of governing 
this country’ I did understand that the practice of naming persons 
from England, to succeed to offices of great trust and importance 
to tho public welfare m this country without either knowing or 
regarding whether such persons were in any degree qualified for 
such offices, was entirely done away If unfartunatoly so per 
melons a system should bo ogam revived, I should feel myself 
obliged to request that some other person might immediately take 
from me the responsibility of governing these extensive dominions, 
that I might preserve my own character and not bo a witness 
to the ruin of the interests of my country 

I am Ac., 

CoiunvAixra. 

The GovERxoa-GtsEaxL iv Council to the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Fort wnikm, Aog. 10, 17S9 

W o cannot avoid mentioning, that among tho pnvato 
instances of generosity and benovolcneo which wore exhibited on 
tho day tlwt was fixed for celebrating Ills Majesty s recovery, Coja 
Caclicok Arakeel an Armenian, deserves particular notice. IIo 
was not contented with testifying as others did his pleasure nt tho 
event b\ illumination and other public demonstrations of joy, but 
he also took that occasion to do an act of uncommon clumty by 
paying tho debts o£ and releasing no leas titan ono hundred anil 
thirt) unforttmnto people prisoners for debt in the jail of the 
Cowt or ncqucju. n tTO ,Sc. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lord Hawalsbury 

Mt DEAR Lord, Calcutta, Aug 10, 1789 

I have been honoiued with your letter of Jan 6, since winch 
the gloomy piospect which then hung ovei the affairs of Britain 
has been most happily dispelled, and evei ythmg now pi onuses to 
go on m its usual, and I trust piosperous channel 

I have the pleasiue of knowing i\Ii Bench croft, and should be 
glad on Ins own, as veil as on youi Loidslnp’s lecommendation, to 
show a loudness to his son, uho is a young man of good charactei 
I doubt howevei veiy much whethei he has had sufficient 
experience m the commercial line, to enable him to manage so 
difficult and so very important an aurung as Luclapore, which is 
almost the only one of any magnitude winch supplies the species of 
coarse cloths winch do not mterfeie with the Butish manufactuie 
If m the comse of the ensuing w intei, an opportunity should 
offei of appointing SB Beachcroft to a Gommeicial Residency, m 
which he would be kkely to succeed, I shall be very glad to do it. 
But here, my Loid, we are m the habit of looking for the man foi 
the place, and not foi the place foi the man 

I have never heard of your clerical friend Mr Hollingbuiy, but 
unless he was sent out by the Coiut of Directois, I could not have 
it m my power to piomote lnm 

Mrs. Johnson 1 is now better, but she was veiy much mollified, 
not to have an opportunity of testifying hei loyalty by coming to 
the entertainment which I gave on the 28th ultimo, m celebiation 
of the joyful event of His Majesty’s leco very, as she was at that 
time veiy much indisposed, j ] iaYe ^ & c , 

Cornwallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Broke 

My DEAREST CHARLES, Calcutta, Aug 14, 1789 

We tiled oui hand at dluimnations here on the evening of 
the day appointed for the celebration of His Majesty’s recovery, 
when the army fired what is called a feu de yoie, and I gave a 
concert and supper to the whole settlement, but unluckily, after 
we had made all our preparations, and flattered ourselves that we 
sh ould rival the most brilliant part of London, just about sunset 
there came on a most violent torrent of rain, which lasted the 
greatest part of the night, and put out our lamps almost as fast as 

1 Mrs Johnson was widow of Mr Watts, she was mother of the 1st Lord Liverpool’s 
forborne time Governor of Bengal, by whom 1st wife 
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we rrnM light them We mti't novr lmpo the pood intention will 
1 taken for the art the rapper wluch could not bo pnt oat bv 
the rain, a vcrv good one K>me of the gentlemen who ptnvcd 
litr however were nearlv extinguished bv the claret fc-ten of 
the finest ladies < f the plnct. and twelve gentlemen fang thn 
C initiation Vnthom so that upon the whole vou roe that it was n 
Tnngnifie* nt hti ine-s. 

The nrronnts I receive of von from Mr JTovcs, the Ik of IJch 
fi 1 h and indeed « vtrvbodv that know# von, give me tho greatest 
jov and satisfaction and now the greatest happiness I have to look 
f mranl to in tin* world is our meeting which I trust will be in 
Wav or Tune 17t*l not qmte n rear and n luilf from the time Mint 
this 1 Iter will prolwldp reach ynu. Cod Me## von, rav denn'-t 

Chart -s mar von In as well and ns liapp) as 1 wish you, and von 

will not d *mh an y more i nm m <* t tnd> 

b our nflbcttonntt bather 

CoCNWlLMH. 

Ill nr II s liner I>rst as to 1 xvi t tswallh 

1+ Sf«l 3 I f rllr I ^ 3 — A J? -n.t ( v*. * 

Faix C cswALut to C-imix hnviWAr 
''ip r*t t "ii in a u i 

Tipp- » it htt/ r tn the Nnl 4> cf Knmnul ' is d«*- 

*-’Ti|tnr of hn general character cf 1 >fT T >try to his nhgion an 1 
j a' /u v an 1 hntrt 1 « f I unq un« tlwti^h j rlmjH his « nmit\ t > 
*r mti- n mw I fvartinilarU | rrd iminnnt. 

b ■‘i will inf nil the Nium and tho Mini lrr that f r< n i h*r 
tl r rt nMumrntpiti i T ih Ifttrr a< a cf/nfl 1 ntial mark < f th ir 
ri ^1 *hts t win h 1 wluall l*» Imfjj wh*m cj|»j rtunitt -s 

* r * t r-i e *uiUM n turns. 

|l «M|* I t •* If 0 » til with tli« p 1 futh w| i h *r *J»Ii t t 
b-fv n nit < r tr ti < r (rat «cti >n* with th I nnr.4 < f 1 1 « 

* ' t * ' *r i i it tn w ■* i n rr t I r with the tnbi 

*' 1 T 1 rift* fshrj »r with wl ii at j^-u^ on ! 

' •’ t ' r ! | ,j tU 0 1 , u I Irirtd rhr it t r t 
t 4 *-'ta 1 *1 ! * if r i 1 t t ti 1 1 tl <- \»l J i ( K»n d 

* ’ t f AM" inf l iif " jl >vi tl it n jM j 1 <tu| K I 

1 • w 1 f M * "* * t? »t r a i i will n- aM t 1 1| j * a 

* pj*,. | # I| tdif r*<n ll It 

-» - r ' - 
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may occur, {hough if will be propci in such instances that you 
should elemly explain to the parties conccnicd. flint, tins Govern- 
ment does not mold a connexion with them from being indifferent 
to their friendship, or insensible of their inciit m showing a partiality 
to the Cotnpnii) , hut that we are precluded at present from 
contracting the engagements that they may dcsiic, by considera- 
tions of justice and national honour, which do not admit of any 
donation on our part from the faith of existing treaties, whilst they 
continue to be obsened by the Princes of this couutiy with whom 
they have been made. . . 

3 Iy desire is that your public Innguago and manner should 
be extremely guarded, and free fiom all appeal ance of inve- 
teracy or svscrsion to Tippoo’s vakeels or to thcil mastei , and 
though it will not be pioper that the adiances should be made by 
>011 I do not wish you to decline lning upon terms of common 
cmlity or e\ on > our mutually -visiting each other, if it should be 
pioposed bv tbem. And should fair opportunities offer m the 
course of occasional meetings, I hn-vc no objection to your throwing 
out as an opinion of your own, that there is no looted antipathy 
against Tippoo m tins Go\ eminent . . . 

It may be proper that you should know', that I have aheady 
declared to the ISecict Committee of the Court of Directors, 
that m my opinion the Settlement of Telliclierry is not of value to 
the Company, eithei m a commercial or a political light, m any 
degree of proportion to the expense and risk at winch it is mam- 
tamed , and consequently that it would he a wise measure to 
lelinquisk it either for an advantageous equivalent, or even when 
it can be done without disci edit 

The province of Cuttack is one of the few r districts m this 
country winch it w ould he desirable to add to the present posses- 
sions of the Company 

Some desultory propositions have been agitated at Poona, for 
obtaining that province by an exchange of territory , and with that 
view Mi Malet was authorized to mention as a thought of his own, 
that the Peskwa’s administration might m some transaction with 
Tippoo, obtain a valuable consideration for engagmg to piocure foi 
him the surrendei of Telliclieiry from us No progress, however, 
was made m that negotiation , and it appears to me not entirely 
impossible that an opening may offer, during the residence of 
Tippoo’s vakeels at Hydrabad, for effecting our purpose of getting 
nd of Telliclierry with credit and advantage, still more conveniently 
by the means of a negotiation with the Nizam 

. I think it possible that m the course of conversation upon 
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that rohj-’cl 1 with the 3Imi«ter von mnv find nn opening to 
tv in nn omfT*ctM manner tliat vou nro rorrv that from the 
ittntion of Ttllirhemr Tippoo* j^nlotwr of our interfironci 
Iw- t-ro n him nn<! hi« tnhutnnor mar bo incurable and that m your 
njinnti it wonll bo cxtn melv de*imllo tliat Mme nrronpvnunt 
nfniM I ma'I*' bv which the \maro chnnM pro tlio Compnnv a 
| nij* r ermp- n«ation for Telhchcny and that Tippoo should in 
**m< form or othor pro Hit Hi^hnc*^ a efficient c<]mrnhnt for 
i»arp n 1 nn« hit nshtt in tlmt * ttloraent to him. 

4 *honld the Minut r adopt the ihn with ennuwtnc** von mav 
t mminici him to make mmo specific proportion of an cfjuivnh nt 
ti» 1 nil iwrd to tin Compnnv bv the Ni/nm (and it could «‘n«»N 
l d me Irr n M lnrtion from the pe-hrudi) for pvin" him tho 
dt -j >>it of T« Hirfi m* to t»e firwardod to mt i nt rlinuM In 
opp-ar di inclined to mtrr into a negotiation of tliat natun or 
< r n h nr what ion mnv tlm vr ont upon it with r ‘cmtn" Indiffi r 
n -* it Trill not l<e j nip* r f ir um to touch nj«on th opiin 

tmle*i »t ul 1 In mivnl 1 y him** If. 

Hr nrronnU that I liarc r>r» fnmi th Smthem j«rt< 
»f tlm t arm Im tin Fuij-ih of Tmrnnenp nfpenn to I much 
nlnrm I nt tli warlil pn ]*iration< that Tif ] n ha» I '♦m making 
f r «nme time j*n t, in Ijm ti i«tit mrh 1 nt ( umkiton Hut in 
T»j i -n ii will ninr. that nn nttaek uj n nnv jort t f the o imtrv 
i f 1 raianer p w nl J l I **k» In] *n l v tlm (ioTcmtm*nt a« nn net 
« f I e ilitr n~nn t the ( mpinr nn ! m you Lire r*H-n no rva*m 
t nj j rrhr-n l tint h mtertaini nnr d *«ipi nt |rt«»hl to 1 n ok 
with t. I |/j tint the Uoj\h nil! iuk u fee tint hu« f^nm Inte 
I n wit! eit ( cm Htt ft j am ^ r 

( onsw M 1 1 


> in I r»4tin 7 >I*J „ liivo; 
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< i * rtJ li *. -t it tm.li ■»! !•» tliltfe \ i/ier ptiero! 

° 1 t ! '-T-If* S ; 'iff*, i real f -ir> rm ( 1 lie I efi 

1 ! It tl k t r m i i iii nri t itir ml t> ft rrrtun 
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I cannot theiofoic admit upon the most, pmfinl consideration of 
their relatne nut ions that tSemdia’s complaints against tho Vizier 
arc founded upon such Mihd grounds, ns to justify Ins tin owing 
threats out of public lesontmcnt 

For though 1 do not nppro\e of his Excellency’s showing 
countenance or furnishing sholtci to Scindia’s professed political 
enemies }et as those men have only become his enemies m conse- 
quence of his on n ambition and a systematic plan of encroachment, 
the protection which may lia\o been offered to some of them by 
the Vizier, cannot be Mewed by any means m so oflcnsne a light 
as if thev had been native lYurattas, or had been for a consideiablo 
time in a state of Mibnnssion to the Maratta Go\ eminent 

It mil be piopcr that you should take an early opportunity to 
discuss this subject fully with Scrndia , and after claiming the 
credit to which no have so just a title, foi the sinecnty mth which 
I haic adhered to my piofessions to him since my arnval m India, 
and which he has expeiienccd in the most substantial manner, by the 
shict neutrality which tins Goi eminent lias obsei \ ed dining several 
delicate and intricate turns m lus affim&, jou will comey to him the 
substance of w hat J have stated, in the most fi icndly and conciliatory 
language I should wish you at tho same time to be at pains to 
explain to him, that although the general principles of his own 
political conduct, ought in my opuuon to rendei him cautious in 
preferring public complaints against the Viziei, of the nature of those 
that have been lately imdei discussion, yet that I am ready to allow 
that Ins Excellency’s hehaviom to him on several occasions, has not 
been eutnely blameless And you may assure him that from that 
consideration, as well as from my personal legnid foi linn, and my 
lespect for tho Maratta State, I shall always be leady to interpose 
my good offices with the Viziei, to obtain Ins acquiescence to all 
Scmdia’s reasonable lequests But you will always endeavoui to 
make Scrndia sensible, that should Ins Excellency’s aversion to such 
compliances as I may from time to time recommend, prove invin- 
cible by means of persuasion, it would not only be indelicate, but 
highly unjustifiable in me to employ any othei mode to induce an 
ally, with whom we are connected by the strictest ties of friendship 
and mutual mteiests, to comply with requisitions which, in my 
own opinion, cannot in strict justice be demanded from him 

Should Scrndia, contiary to my expectations, declare that he will 
not overlook (oi depend entirely on my inteiference to endeavour 
to procure redress foi) any future similar grounds of complaint that 
may be furnished by the conduct of the Vizier, and should think 
proper to expiess a resolution to show his resentment by any public 
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act s, you are to recommend to lnm in civil lmt m tbo most explicit 
terms to weigh very maturely tho consequences that may follow bis 
executing such a determination and notify to him, in a manner 
that cannot bo misapprehended, that I shall consider any net of 
injnrv or insult to tho Txxicr or his subjects, precisely in tho same 
light as if it had been offered to any of tlto immedinto subjects or 
dominions of tho Company 

Tho particular circumstance of Sc m din s Laying bcconio a 
principal on tho ndo of tlio Marattas in tho lato treaty of Peace, 
and the long connexion which has now subsisted between him and 
tlus Government, lias hitherto rendered it expediont to station n 
Resident with liim though I must confess that it is somewhat 
problematical whether the mqisure is ncccssnr) or advantageous to 
tho Company 

From tho authority wluch scorns to havo boon delegated by tho 
Posh was Government to Ah Bchandcr 1 and Toohojco Ilolhnr to 
intirfero with Sundiu in the management of tho 3rnrattn interests 
in lfiudo*tan it appears to bo moro than probable tliat ho may 
rc*olvo to relinquish that sceno altogether and oither rttum to his 
own t cm ton os or repair to Poona, to endeavour to recover any 
credit that he may linvc lost with tho principal members of tho 
Pt slums administration. 

Should ho como to cither determination, you nro not to ncccdo 
to anv proposition for your remaining with both or with either of 
tho other Jlarattn chiefs, but when ‘>cindifl shall bo ready to 
deport you are to tnho lenvo of him with every possible public 
inarh and demonstration of cord fall t\ and friendship, and to 
I roceod with your n«m- tnnt and escort and smto with all comenfent 
dispatch to Renan?* where \on will receive such further instructions 
as mov \h_ judged proper h) this Government 

I nm Ao, 

Cormv \LLIH. 
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Majok-Gim r\i Gkvwilu. to Eaiu, Cornwalias. 

[Uw'»\cd ‘S'pt 1$, 178^ j 

M\ DrAR Lord, 7, ^n-hulle 8(rco(, Apnl 14, 1780 

I Imtl Ihe pleasure in iny Inst to acquaint 3011 with the 
King’s comnlcsccnee 1 June now si ill a gicatei satisfaction m 
naming 3 on of lus perfect recover 1/, which, God be praised, is 
complete 111 o\en respect I need not. and indeed it is linrdfy 
po^ible foi me to gne 3011 a jiM desciiption of tlie univoisal joy 
winch has been testified by almost Ihe whole nation, upon this 
fortunate event Mr Pitt’s conduct thioughout the whole of this 
"\erv embarrassing situation has been so judicious and mnnty, that 
it has raised him still higher, if possible, 111 the estimation of the 
people than he was before the mam difiicultieshchad to cncoun- 
tei, and the influence of certain great poisons, who stuck at nothing 
to gam o\er the ma jonty to then side, was not sufficient to oiei- 
whelm him, and I flunk it does infinite credit to both Houses of 
Parliament, that notwithstanding the nlxnc, and the very hopeless 
state oftheJ^mg’s illness, which at one particular tune inadepcoplo 
almost despair of Ins rcco^n*, they still held out firm, with very 
few exceptions, amongst which I am sony to sa3 r that a veiy old 
friend and acquaintance of 0111s, Lord Lothian, w r ns the most conspi- 
cuous The many personnl obligations which I understand he la3 r s 
under to His Mnjest3 r , and the -\ery fnendly footing on winch the 
King was alwa3 r s pleased to put him, should have made him hesitate, 
whatever Ins opinions might liaie been, to have taken so active a 
part m Opposition, as lie must have at least guessed, to speak the 
least harsh of the business, that should His Majesty recover (which, 
liovevei improbable it might have appealed to hnn, w r as yet fully 
possible), he would have been extremefy shocked to have had all 
his old servants dismissed, and things done which could not have been 
undone ; m short I cannot see how r he can w r ell defend himself, 
and indeed H. M. has pretty stiongfy shown his sense of his 
conduct, by having amongst one of the first things he did upon Ins 
lecovery, taken away Ins regiment of Life Guards, and given them 
to Lord Dover, and offeied Inm a regiment of Dragoons upon the 
Irish establishment, w r lnch his Loidslnp has thought pioper to refuse 
As I acquainted the Duke that a very good opportunity offered for 
a safe conveyance of a lettei to yon, I am in hopes that H R H 
will devote one half-hour to that purpose I am sorry to say 
that he still continues m the same style of life which has lasted 
the whole winter, and winch if he does not soon change, neither his 
constitution or pocket can hold out, and we shall be obliged, as the 
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sailors call it, to cat and run for the Continent , in short mr dear 
Lord we tako a long time to sow oar wild oats, and I am sadlv 
afraid wo shall never liaro a good crop, unless something tnms up 
m our favour to remove ns from this scene of not and eternal 
dn upation. He has not shown mo any of your letters , I think it 
however my dutv to give yon a hint to tnho care wlrnt von write as 
he u beyond mecuure earth w in leaving his letters about open upon 
the tabic and I liavo lately hod somo complaints from his corre- 
spondent* on that head I very often remarked it when I was in 
German} and have frequently spoko to lnm upon it I am not 
sufficiently informed to givoyou any tolerahlo account of the state of 
l*oliticks either at home or abroad everything scorns to go on hero in 
its old course no talk of war though our nllianco with Prussia may 
po««iblv lead ns into one, os everything seems to bo upon tho stir 
on tho Continent Tho Emperor 1 is extremely ill and in a danger 
ous wa) , if ho should die it would still add to tho confusion as 
there is no King of the Homans wc slinll howover endeavour to 
keep ourselves out of tho sempc and if Franco will lot us wo shall 
remain quiet. The show of Hastings trial begins ngaifton Tuesdav 
I wi«h they would nusc a tax upon all tho auditors and spectators 
ns I Inhere it is tho only good wo slrnll denvo from it. Tho King 
goes to SL Paul * on tho 23nl,* which is to bo a day of general 
thanksgiving throughout tho wliolo kingdom. 

Adieu my door Lord. Ikliovo mo to bo trrer, with tho truest 
attachment, Ac* ft. GftEMILLr„ 

\ thousand thnuhs to jon for yonrs of tho Sth of Kov I7S£ 

Sift Jonx Mactur^ox Uact, to Karl Oowwallw. 

{ food 1 1709 J 

Mr birn Uo-i^ >rmh t i7<? 

^ our Lord hip will understand from thoComjwn) s 
U "jut*4i * that I Jiavi rvdgnM their m rvico Tin Hoard of t m 
tn 1 *r«t a v< rj linmNmn I li# r to t)r« ( ourt on the 20th of la t 
n»< nth statin^ tii ir reason wh\ mv return to India in a uccomlar) 
►it'inti m in* xjHtln nt — Imvmg tilled the fir>t with the npjm*lu 
t« m • f m\ iinpl on I lining rev* i rex 1 tin ir tlianL*. The) 
*'*’ n tdtu n lv n xmum ti l lan raun ration on th > part of the ( otu 

I fli'* U t ’•l il* r r-L- ll a *rr* f ~r*rt] 

1 11-—* f , u Twin 1,7 I »3 (i—lti, I l * 

“ I I f 1 - I r, rrm. \j f I Ml ^ « l*f» f I 

' " * / I r> n *r 1 — ■ / I » >. »> ) l .* p IU ‘ * 

" * l*r* * f rmVi. it j*!** - « J — U £ -m tr I 


i • 



1789 


INDIA 


443 


pail)' of 20007 a-} ear, ns my removal Jiom the Government was 
not owing fo nnv fault At that moment the influence of adminis- 
tmtion was m n state of dissolution at the India House, and that of 
the ex-ministers, who had espoused my cause, was not established , 
aud opposite counteractions had their effect The fi lends of my 
piedecessor and of Lord Macaitney, weic not well pleased to see so 
superior an attention paid to my interests; and the connexions of 
those who were hurt by the reforms were not friendly. The issue 
was curious. The main question could not bo earned with cer- 
tainty The opinion of law was taken, and my salary, until the 
picsent of .30,000 rupees weic granted 1 Mr Pitt and the Duke of 
Portland weic less pleased with the conduct of the Court than I 
was, and though Mi. Pitt and Mi. Dnndas knew that my opinion 
did not coincide with thens m recent, politicks, they weie not the 
less urgent in my business. It was indeed their own, and as I 
lnne only leceived my legal rights, I imagine Mr Pitt will still 
move for an annual establishment for me, cither fiom the Company 
or m Parliament He is apprised that fiom certain circumstances, 
I had pretensions to the salary of a higher rank than that of a 
Membei of Council . . . 

Your Lordship will know' from your lclations, that if there had 
been a change m Government, your Lordship was to have been 
supported I have invariably adhered to my first declaration to 
your Lordslnp, relative to the support necessary and due to your 
administration I have had many conversations with my Lord 
North on the subject, and I believe your Lordship will find the 
Pnnce of Wales, w r ko honours me sometimes with questions about 
India, as w ell disposed to your cause, if not more so, than he was 
some time ago The Duke of Yoik is steadily so. 

No successor is yet thought of to your Government , and as I 
mentioned before, your Lordship will be anxious to have one before 
you have notice of Ins appointment. If I were ambitious of re- 
commencing an India campaign, the field is, I believe, as open to 
me as to any peison. . 

I smeerely wish your Lordslnp good health, a prosperous 
Government, and a safe return to your native land, and have the 
honour to be, With much respect, &c , 

John Macpherson 

P S — When I was leaving Bengal, the Timer offeied me some 
juesents. I sent him w r oid (through Colonel Harpur, who by-the- 

1 'He claimed a pension of 2000/ , but he only received the stun of 15,301/ 7s 
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byo I have never scon In this country but once) that if his Excellency 
or his minister sent me ono of Saja swords and somo ottnr of roses, 
ns specimens of the country manufactures, I would rccoiro them 
and give them to tho Pnnee of Wales, who had then honoured mo 
with n letter Since my arrival m this country I havo presented 
them They were of littlo valno but ns curiosities Tlio\ linvo 
l>een graciously received — a circumstance which cannot but beagree- 
oblo to tho \ mcr and lus minister if mentioned by your Lordship. 

Tho whole of this letter is a string of gross misrepresentations. 
When Sir John wroto it, ho had been distinctly informed tliat on no 
consideration would ho bo allowed to return to India, and he was 
perfectly aware that nothing but a clrnnge of Covernment could 
have given him a chnnco of being appointed Governor-TeneraL 
lie looked for support from tho \\lugs, as tho rewonl of luiving 
mtted to them on tho Bogeney question but oven among that 
pnrtv there wore several who^ claims were stronger than his. 

His resignation was n force for when ho left India ho was in 
fact legnllv out of tho sen ice although lie endeavoured to erndo 
the law hy sailing nominall) for tho Cupo instead of to Europe 
direct 

Uis demand for a pension higher than that of 3 tcml>cr of 
Council had nlrcadr been rejected both bj the Board of Control 
and tin* Conrt of Director* In the mo«t unqualified manner nor 
had greater sneco s attended his attempt to prove that tho appoint* 
ment of Lord Cornwallis was Illegal ond that in consequcnco ho 
him* If was still Govenmr«C cneml 


Liter -C.rair.Ai. Gnvrr to Extn Couxwaujs. 

(r^rrtrr.lfVjL.1 S'* ] 

Mr nrsn I/irn fm\ n^Fum ji* t. is i 9 

I lurt not liad re*< lotion to tnh« up tho pen for some 
months th country lias L-«*n In Mich a situation from tin lungs 
nnf rturut* ptat of health, and th conw'qtu mw whirh might 
attrn 1 the rontmuanr. of that di* nh r w.n h> unci rtaln that it 
was im| h dde |« f inn an opinr u with nnj degree 1 f pnn )< n or 
t ott ui J t with Kilt forti m t * 1 n -*• If to giio nn Men ( f what was 
hl«-H 1 * fuj j n, t » n fn 11 1 at a dr tann Ihj* rts son I 1 r th 
I | srt\ ran higher than was 1 irr w* n or h uni of it wool 1 
l^nMr | »».- | 1, j fe— <*. rtamlr 11 »t | ! a ant — t » 1 -rtng m^n * f 

d * n-t i t m nt lint r» at a thinl \ la r if ►« h n n utial 
| r* ill I it» | « f tin I tn I n I n. The hmg • ilii n! -r w 
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observed at Wmdsoi Ihc 22nd of October, by Sii George Baker, 1 
but be did not mention it at the time, mid lias been blamed foi 
allowing His Majesty to go to the leiee tthen lie ttns not fit. to 
appear in publick The le\ec ttns shoit , be said nothing impiopei, 
but c\ eiybody ttns stniclc ttitb bis looks, and the Foieign Mmisteis 
informed their lespective Couits that the King ttns insane, and it 
was from abroad that his madness v>as first publicly mentioned I 
ttns m (Scotland at the time. We all belieied him to be dangei- 
ously ill, and expected then to hear of his death by every post 
Warren and Sir George Baker told then friends m conveisation 
that the King had lost Ins senses, and that the madness ttns of such 
a nature as never to be cmed, and that he certainly would lemnm 
in a state of insanity oi idiotism during the remaining pait of his 
life , their opinion's, openly enough given, though they did not go 
so far tthen examined by Committees of the Loids and Commons, 
undoubtedly influenced the conduct of Opposition to the last 
moment; they ttould not bring themsehes to believe that it tt as 
possible for the King ever to lesume the Government So much 
ivere they convinced of the fact, that nottt lthstandmg the favour- 
able reports fiom Kew, they fixed the members for the Regent’s 
administration on Wednesday the 14th of February , and the very 
next day, February 15, the Chancellor moved for an adjournment 
in the House of Lords, and to postpone the further consideiation 
of the Regency Bill, as the King’s health was lestored, and 
that Ins peifect recovery would piobably m a very short tune 
enable His Majesty to resume the Government This happened 
critically about three or foui days at most, before the Pimce was to 
take possession of the Government as Regent m that case Charles 
Fox and that party would have been fixed upon the Treasury 
Bench Mr Pitt and his adherents would every man of them have 
been turned out of office , and I do not pretend to tell you when 
the Bang would have recovered Notwithstanding all the precau- 
tions winch were taken, the resumption of legal powei might have 
been attended with some difficulty Indeed, Opposition might have 
had possession many weeks before, if they had not prolonged the 
business by long speeches in ill-timed debates, which could answer 
no purpose but to delay their getting into power — the object which 
they anxiously wished foi Much time was lost by Mr Fox throw- 
ing out m the House, that the Prince might claim his right to the 
Regency without the concurrence of Pailiament — a doctrme which 
was broached originally before the meeting of Parliament by Lord 

1 Sir George Baber, Bart., so created Aug 1722, d June 15, 1809 , m June 28, 1768, 
26, 1776 President of the College of Phy- Jane, dan of Roger Moms, Esq 
sicians, and Physician to His Majesty, b 
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Loughborough, when Fox was in Italy that produced restrictions 
and long debates upon every one of them. Bnrko of course many 
hours every day upon his legs. For tho good of the Minister nnd 
tho destruction of his friends, a second examination of physicians 
insisted upon, m liopcs that it would appear that tho King s reco- 
very was improbable if not impossible, and that such a report might 
operato upon tho min ds and opinions of members of both Houses of 
Parliament, in which tho majorities kept together in n most asto- 
nishing manner Kotwitlutandmg threats nnd promises in tho 
most open and public manner no impression was mado npon tho 
members nnd during tho courso of tho business, though tho Oppo- 
sition consisted of a strong partv with the Pnneo nnd Duke of 
I orb at their head tliero were fewer rats tlrnn could luivo been 
expected, as tho probability was that tho wliolo power of tho 
country, and particularly tho patronage of tho army nnd nnrv 
would soon l>o vested in them, \Vluto s Club, which is now m 
great repute wos a great support to tho Minister Fightynino 
members of Parliament, wl»o belong to tho club, nttonded constantly 
and voted witli Mr Pitt Ilw friend BnnheV indeed took tho 
wrong sido upon ono question, to hnnt tho timo of restriction for 
making Poor* Irut Iio camo Iwck again the late Speakers illun»s 
occasioned a few da\» delay In short a multiplicity of blunders 
and a number of luckr circumstances, with tho assistance of 
I)r \\ flhs concurred to save this country nnd portfeutarly tho 
arras 

The King is now at \\ md<or does business as usual and Ls as 
will a* over ho was m his lift I think his reeovirv is in n great 
measure owing ton letter which 3Irs. Hnrrourt* wrote to the Queen, 
recomme mhng I)r \\ illi because several of her fiunilv tlie cnsi's 
of whom she stated fairlvand oj»enlv lrad recovrred underlie can j 
nnd \\ libs was rertamlv sent for in consequence of that mforraa 
tim, The moment h saw the King he said if ho was n subject ho 
sljfnil 1 njt hi*Mtat< to d«-<*!an that it stns n fuvourollo nw and 
that !*«• would nfsrver Imt tlrnt M could not sjv-nh with surh con 
h I nei nl mt His Maj<-«tr as h< did not know in wliat mannt r a 

hmg I* tn it *d and tlrnt there wt re nmnv things against Mm 

Ut-j |U »«, l 1 17 7 a. !•— u-| »vt-» tf T1 r f^rtL rt T| k 

I I * r* A { 1 1 i I rrrt^ iU II,/ 4 In. II IS ij n I «-^U |( e 

^ S j~x tv* « •/ tl* Ifrmui (mil Nrt 3 1 J tfi f 4< 

Mr t l X 4 1*K. «rl ll|TT-Jl mm ra term t fMl I t f--» 

J » t i l U * li, I t,. ! r y U*m* f-4 » 

. 11 "* * ' * ir i w — rj 

>■ *» I v-wt. KTfuU J I ol Ull , 1. r I ) 
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which did wot apply to a subject The pulse, it seems, is not laised 
by insanity, niul the King’s was nt 140 , dining Ins malady, uhen- 
eyei the pulse fell, he became quiet for a few houis at a time ; and 
since the foyer has gone off, and the pulse has fallen to 64, lie is 
peifectly well, and all the physicians agree, e\en Dr. Waucn, 
that the King’s disoider was a fc\ei, which occasioned a delirium, 
and not a madness and that tlieic is no more dangei of a i elapse 
than m the case of a common fewer ; but to guard against unex- 
pected accidents, I fancy a Kegency will be fixed m the couise of 
this session m case the calamity should again happen, and I lathci 
tlunk a dissolution of Pailiamcnt will follow 

Tuesday the 10th, when Commissioners wci e appointed by His 
Majesty, and the Chancellor m the King’s name made a speech to 
both the Houses of Parliament, cwery house m London w’as illumi- 
nated, and the town from one end to the othei a lamp of light , 
and all the Tillages round followed the example There was no 
mob and no confusion, though ewery street and lane were so full of 
people that one might bare walked upon then heads from Chaimg 
Ci oss into the City, or to Hyde-pnrk Coiner I could not get to 
White’s from my house m a carnage There w r as a ball that night 
at Loid Sydney’s, 1 and many of the company could not get there 
till morning Mr Pitt’s carnage was stopped an hom and a half 
at the head of the Haymarket, in attempting to go to the ball , he 
got out and walked to Wlnte’s, wdiere he supped, and when he 
inquned at two o’clock about Ins carriage, the answ r ei w T as, that the 
carriage was just where he left it. We were tlnrteen at suppei 
that night, who agreed that the club should giwe a ball upon the 
King’s recovery at the Pantheon. We subscubed and paid ten 
guineas a-piece, appointed Loids Chesterfield 2 and Coventry 3 
managers, and ckrected the subscription to be opened for two 
bundled members, which was to be closed on Thursday the 19th, 
whether it was full or not The expense must have fallen upon 
the original seventeen, foui other gentlemen did not choose to 


1 Lord Sydney lived in Grosvenor Square 

8 Philip, 5th Earl of Chesterfield, K G , b 
Nov 28, 1755, d Aug 29, 1815, m 1st, 
Sept 16, 1777, Anne, dau of the Rev 
Thomas Tbistlethwaite, D D , of Norman 
Court, 2nd, May 2, 1799, Henrietta, dau of 
Thomas, 1st Marquis of Bath Joint Post- 
master-General from March 13, 1790, to 
March 1, 1798, and then Master of the Horse 
till July 21, 1804 He was appointed Am- 
bassador to Spam Dec 31, 1783, which 
office he resigned m 1787, having never pio- 
ceeded to Madrid 

3 Georgg William, 6th Earl of Coi entry. 


b April 26, 1722, d Sept 3, 1809, m 
1st, March 5, 1752, Mann, dau of John 
GunniDg, Esq , of Castle Coo te She and 
her sister, the Duchess of Argyle, were consi- 
dered the two most beautiful women of the 
day — See Walpole’s Letters, passtm, and 
other contemporary Memoirs The Editor 
has often heard his grandfather, Sir Robert 
Gunning (a near relation of these ladies), say, 
that when they walked m the Mall, they 
were actually incommoded by the passers-by, 
who crowded round m admiration Lord 
Coventry m 2nd, Sept 27, 1764, Barbara, 
dan of John, 10th Lord St John 
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follow tlioir oxamplc. A good many subscribed next day and tbo 
tiny following but somo cautious gentlemen kept off and tbo list 
was not full Dll W ednesdnv tbo IStb. A great many rarae upon 
tbo Thursday and were much disappointed upon finding that tho 
number of subscribers was complete, and that tiioy were precluded. 
Tho Indies arc all to be dressed in whito and gold on tbo front of 
their cap? they aro to hnro a motto of M God save tho King" in 
gold letters. Tho Fnnco and Duko of York wero offered tickotj, 
which tliov refused, but desired to subscribe that was agreed to, 
but they aro not to come. Tbo Opposition ladies follow tho cx 
nmplo and decline coming to tho ball but there probably will l>o 
some exceptions. Mrs. Sa whndgo* hod ordered her dress, but upon 
finding tliat tho Duchess of Devonshire was not to go to tho Kill 
sho thought it would bo improper in her and therefore counter- 
mnnded her dress. I know tho Queen had a wisli, with tho 
Pnnccsses, to see tho boll but it was given by subscription, and 
was evidently a party balL Tho idea was laid aside and the) are 
not to eotno.’ Tho first drawing room is to bo on Thursday tho 
2GUi, which will bo fuller tluin over a birthday was and nil tho 
r overnment great men are to give dinners, and they compare lists 
to ennblo them to include ever) bod) Sir John ‘Mncpher*on will 
not bo of tbo number lw lias touched fire-mid tuent) thousand 
pounds from tho Company, nnd took tho opportunit) of going over 
to tho Jtinng Sun in tho first boat ho is not in Parliament, but ho 
earned off lus namesake and Sir Samuel Ilannay bo that Hastings 
not mistaken in tho opinion illicit ho gnvo you of him. 

\our friends ore all well and we drink )ntrr health in 
o bumper nt tho Wednesday Club It is timo to drop tho |>en 
and to assure )oa that I orer almll bo most perfectly yours 

Jam ns Grayt 


Muos-ncuru flfirrmix to Kaixl CbiunrAms. 

[C-rnfcU J-rj L 1 t) ] 

Mr nr \n Lorn jr«*v, irn 

Tie new* is Inch I ltave to w ml von cnncsTiung a 
svrtAin | r**m nl nit w In in wt both int« n-t our* Ives so mm K ami 
wh m m^t r«irdialh I it will I h »p I* « f a more roiufortnlle 
mtun than thi la t ns I liar? the non** lat/on to think tlwt ws 


>-*•< ( *V«i n I 
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have m a gieat men'mio sow n our wild oats, and begin to sec things 
in a clenici light fhnn \\e June hifhcifo done In the fiist place I 
understand (fori see vciy little of him myself, excepting foi half 
an hour or so m a morning) that ve have totally given up gam- 
bling — I hope foi c\cr The pm chase of Oatlands, 1 a measme 
uhicli I was at fust inclined to condemn, turns out much bettei 
than I imagined, and has met with His Majesty’s nppiobation, 
who, though he sees vciy little of him, still lctains a great affection 
for him, and likes the idea of haung lnm so ncai a neighbour 
The sale of the Yoikshnc estate is not yet negotiated, though m a 
\cry fan -way of being sold to a Mi Tcnuson, 2 a Genevese bankei, 
for 20,000/ mojc than the Duke gave for it. Ifvecnn get the 
above sum, I shall look upon it as a gieat piece of good foi tune, 
and shall flunk that H. 11. JI has acted most wisely m having 
taken this lcsolution I wish I could send }ou a, bettei account 
of the mannci m which \\c employ our time. That natural avei- 
sion to any application of a senous natuie picdominates os much 
as evci, though I must do him the justice to say that he is ex- 
tremely attentive to the keeping up of good oidci and discipline 
in his own legimcnt, but could wish that he would enter a little 
more into the general concerns of the whole mmy, which would 
give lnm a certain weight amongst us, and show that lus zeal is not 
confined to his own regiment alone, but that he intciests himself 
ior the whole I have accoichngly continually recommended it to 
lnm to get thoroughly acquainted with officers of a ceitam stamp, 
which he might do without any trouble oi lestiamt whatevei, by 
which means he would get a Icnowledge of the different ments and 
characters of the several officers m every branch of the pi ofession, 
and make himself to be looked up to by the whole aimy I shall 
endeavour if possible to gam this point with him m the couise of 
the winter, by desiring hnn to set apart a day or two m the week 
for this purpose, and winch, m reality, if he likes the profession, 
will be no sacrifice whatever. The weight which a ceitam person 3 
had with him at Ins fust coming ovei, is greatly gone off, and is 
exactly now what it should be As I have acquainted H K II 
with the opportunity that offeis of sending bis letter by a safe 
conveyance, I take for granted you will receive a letter fiom him 

1 Oitlands, iii Surrey, wlieie the Duke was fnthei of the 1st Lord Kendleshnm He 
resided till his death did not buy Thomviile Royal, which was sub- 

5 The name of Tcnuson is evidently a mis- sequently, foi a short tune, m the possession 
take for Thelusson, nnd the person meant is of Colonel Thornton, of sporting notoriety it 
Peter Isaac Thelusson, whose well-known will is now (undei the name of Stourtou Castle) 
has given rise to so much litigation , b 1735 the piopc ty of Lord Stourton 
at Pans, d June 2, 1767 , in Jin 6, 1761, 3 The Prince of Wales 

Anne, dau of Matthew Woodford, Esq He 
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by your brotlior In regard to foreign and domestio politicly I 
can only say Hint everythin" goes on perfectly well here The 
b mperor* fee ms to havo made bat n poor campaign of it hitherto 
where tho fault lies I will not pretend to snv Tho king of 
Sweden* seems to hove got into a «cnq*o In lmnng declared war 
against Russia, without lmnng previously formed path alliances as 
would counterbalance tho assistance wluch Denmark is oblige<t l»\ 
treatv to give to Russia and which tho seems most rcadv mid 
willing to grant to tho very full extent of her stipulations. How 
far this mav occasion tho war to spread upon tho Continent I am 
not Politician enough to foresee Our lato treaty with Prussia,* 
ofllnsivo and defensive is 1 bcllo\o confined to tho maintaining the 
Dutch Constitution against nny fnturo attacks of nn) power wlmt 
ever so that if Franco keeps aloof and does not opcnl) mcddlo 
in tho above disputes, which sho is not libel) to do from tho ver) 
wretched state of her finances, and tho dcplorablo condition to 
which sho is reduced b\ hor mtestmo commotions, winch ver) 
n«“nrlv amount to a civil warfare wo shall remain quiet spectators 
of tin war upon the Continent I linvo l*xn ver) mnch bu io<l 
lntiU m prejianng my regiment for the lungs review at A\ indoor 
It was to havo taken placo last Monday but on account of tin 
Kings indi. portion it lias been defemsh I lmvoliowi ver thesnti*- 
faction to neqnaint -\oti that II ls Mnjf'stv is mnch better It bus 
1 hi n n verv soon, attack of tho rheumatism attended with violmt 
spawns and pains in tho stomack owing to IIls Mnjedv s imprudenot 
in listing pot thoroughly wet in tho fci t, and not liaung changed 
In'* sinkings tho whole evening in addition to wluch ho cat o 
qnnntitr of cold l*enrs, nnd drank icc*water so tlrnt I think he h 
vmr lnrk\ to lia\e e<aq»r<l so well and 1 flatter mys< If from wlmt 
Im has snfT red tliat ho will l*i more cautions fertile future 

\\« nil look forward with gnat imjmticuco for *111 when w 
b j von will hr* p jour non! Adi* a. 

Ikli vo m* Ac 

Ik GrrswUJ*- 
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Earl Cornwallis to Pellegrinl Treves, 1 Esq 

SIR, Calcutta, Oct 3, 1789 

I received yesterday your letter dated the 26th ultimo, 
enclosing one fiom Sir Robert Slopei. 

It is not. easy for the Prince, nor peihaps even for Sn Bobeit 
Sloper, to conceive how much, my hands are tied; but you, who 
know the pi esent state of the sei vice, and can see on the spot how 
the business of the countiy is earned on, will understand that I 
may wish you and Mis Tieves vciy sincerely w r ell, and yet not be 
able to cany my good offices fuithei than to recommend pru- 
dence and application. 

I beg you will pi esent my lespects to Mrs Tieves, and 

Believe me, &c , 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwvallis to Colonel Musgrave* 

SlR, Fort Willmm, Oct 5, 1789 

I have been favouied with your letteis dated the 30th of 
August, and 1st and 15tli ultimo I letum the pioceedmgs of the 
general court-martial, which w r as held at Tnchmopoly for the tnai 

of Lieut of the Honourable Company’s service, with my 

confirmation of the sentence of dismission wdncli was passed upon 
that officer 

From the geneial tenour of those proceedings, I have seen 
leason to apprehend that it is a practice with officers on the Madias 
establishment, to engage in loans and in other pecuniary transac- 
tions with the natives of the country, at places where they possess 
an influence by bemg employed upon pubhc duty , and as I look 
upon such practices to be highly improper foi military men, as well 
as pernicious to the interests of the Company, I desire that you will 
take every means that may be m your power, to put a stop to them 
amongst the troops under youi command 

I have also recommended this subject to the serious considera- 
tion of the Government of Fort St George, and m order that they 
may be fully acquainted with the grounds upon which I have 
formed my opinion of the existence of those transactions, I desire 

1 Pellegrme Treves, d. Aug 25, 1825, m of intimacy The Pnnce asked him one day 
Sept 7, 1785, Miss Kitty Stokes, a natuial after dinner, how he defined a Gentleman 
dau of Sir R Sloper His father was well “He is one man,” was the reply, “ who has 
known in London as a money -lendei , and m one guinea in each pocket, and does not care 
that capacity became acquainted v. ith the one d — n for you nor your father ” 

Pnnce ot Walea, with whom he was on terms - Aftei wards Sir Thomas Musgrai c, Bart 

2 a 2 
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(lint von t\t 11 be plttW'd to direct the* ludgo-Adtocnte. to fumirti 
tho lloanl with nn attested copy of tlio proceeding* of the above- 
montioncd general court martini j Qrn 

CormvvLLis. 


I' A CL CORTWALUJ TO THE SrtTXT COUJUTTTX. 

( rvn rains rc*t wntbm, i l"^ 

I lmve received tho highest wittrthction from the 
nppmtahtm tlint you ha\e bein plea oil to cxpreM in )onr Utter 
<!atcd the loth of April Inst of tho general political measures of 
this ( ovemment nnd it has been in a peculiar manner fluttering 
to me that tho lino of conduct which I linvt pursued town rt In tho 
Niznm nnee mv arrival in India, nnd in jvnrticnlnr tlint tho rtejn 
whtrh I recommended for obtmmn^ from lum the ixwsessmn of tin 
( untoor Cirenr lmve been roasidired h\ you as coasonnnt with 
the rules of good pohev and cntireh conformable to the i<pint of 
\otir in tmrtinns. 

I inn t acknowledge tlint I nm not snngnim enough to h«|* 
thnt I } the a* iort ofbnl«cttr or h\ am other iinjtorlnnt Urn fit or 
gratification which It rany l»o in onr power at am tnuo to offi r to 
the 1 i^liwn, it will l«j pop fl»to to fccun to the Compam a rove urn 
wJin h without tin cjnlamn<nHnt and i xj* »so of continental erta 
I Ii hmi nts, nr the ixhnm of ixtendin,., tlu ir t( mtoriul u ih 

invht « nnbh them to difrav am con ah rahlo part of tin ir <x 
j uv i ou tin mcrt< ni Mill of India. 
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tho Malunttns, 01 any of the eountiy poueis, Mould coidinlly 
pi oinote 0111 acquisition of tenitoiy m any pait of India, yet I did 
not think vc M r cie likely to excite then ■jealousy by holding out a 
possibility of ceding to them a pnit of om possessions on the 
nest cm side of India, nhcic alone they havo anything to ajipie- 
liend from us, m ordei to extend our boundniies m a pait of the 
continent that is so distant fioin them. 

I hold it to be absolutely impossible evei to obtam Cuttack 
dnectly fioin the Boosla family by any othei means than by foice, 
foi they Mould be content uitk no leasonable sum of money, and 
M r e have no equivalent nhatevei in land, nor do I see a chance of 
oui evei being m possession of any territory flint n r e could offei m 
exchange for it. The Rajah of 13crar is besides so dependent on the 
Mahratta Government, that lie could make no exchange or alienation 
of the territory without then consent, and they would nevei agiee 
to any baigam unless they M'cie to get some advantage from it 

You Mill see by Mi* Fostei’s account that the stiength and 
pohtical cucumstances of the Rajah of Beinr aie truly contemptible, 
and that the Company can derive no benefit fiom any farthei alli- 
ance or connexion with him, than the convenience that may anse 
from an mteicouise of the common offices of good neighbourhood 
and mutual civility 

The Mahiatta chiefs, Madajee Scindia, Tuccojee Holkar, and 
Ah Bahauder, have had seveial differences amongst themselves, 
and Prince Acbai 1 has been declared presumptive successor to his 
father Shah Allum But no mcident has occurred lately m the 
Upper Piovmces of Hmdostau ndneh can m any degiee materially 
affect the mterests of the Honourable Company 

I have, &c , 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornmallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas 

Dean SLR, Calcutta, Not 1, 1789 

Although I am suie you must admit that there was no ill- 
humour in my letter about Macpherson and Murray, and that it 
• hardly required so serious an answer as you gave it, yet without 
bemg so serious as you were, or indeed without being at all senous 
about it, I cannot let you quite turn the tables upon me, and cany 
it off entirely in youi own way 

1 Prince Acbar, 2nd but oldest surviving son, Suinj-ud-Diu Mohammed Bch-mdei Shah, 
«on of Shah Alcm, and his successor, Not w us the late (1859) King ot Delhi 
19, 180b, b 1757, d Sept 28, 1837 Ills 
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In the first letter tint I wrote to you from tins eountn in 
% cumber 17 S G bv tbe * Swallow packet, I flunk I Fpoke mv 
imnJ pretty plninlr about ‘Wncphcrson « government and I do not 
recollect when I afterward* raid upon bn going homo Hint I wished 
him to 1)0 received with civility tlmt I retracted ono syllable that 
I Imd raid before in respect to his raal-ndmimstmtion. 

\\ c did not* nor indeed could wo without disolxmng o poeitivo 
erdv r of the Court of Directors, let lmn embark profe«edl\ for 
F nropt without Jus resigning the service wo considered bn asking 
Icavo to go to tho Cap*. of Good IIopo as a dirtv trick to cheat the 
Cornpam of three months pav but, l^ides being vi rv glad to 
t nd of him we thought it would havo l»ecn harsh in us to lrnvo 
r< fu*cd him Icavi Wo stopped hw jmv however ns soon as ru 
heard he Imd railed from tho Cnpo for England and if tho Court 
i f Directors Imd supported their own order Tliat tho salaries of 
‘'njircme Conn*cIIoro slmll cense on tho da) of their resignation, or 
on that of tlmr imlarkation for Euroj>c whfehevir rimll happen 
Hsin -*t ho would hnvt l»ocn undcMood to have l**cn comph t< H 
< ut of tin Irvine from the dav of his rmlerhntion from that | lnr< 

I am \cn far from having onv poryonnl ill will to tho mnn, f >r 
h is n ven good humoured ftllow bnt I think him weak ami 
fri** to a d -grv* and lie n rlnuih was t!u mast conUmptilh and 
tin mn*t nmtmnned Governor tlmt m r j»r» U ndod to gim m 

I am nl-» vi ry mnrh per nnrird flint lie is not of n dispomtim 
t » do me nn injurv mi relv fir the rake of mi rhkf but in pursuit 
<f lu own \u ws or ints n>tr I do not think tlmt con Mb*mtinns 
nl iut me or nn\ « ther m r^nn would ftnnd mnrh in his wav 1 
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Some of tho monos that Maepherson and his fi lends had taken 
to spread these stories had come to my knowledge with sufficient 
certainty, and ns I looked upon it as a part of Ins plan foi pio- 
motmg the success of his mtugues during that season, and do not 
by any means like that my chaiactci should be saeifficed or sported 
until to ausuer such purposes, I confess I do not entirely forgive 
him for it 

I can laugh a little at the whole business now, but the foobsh 
congratulations that I received fiom ranous quarters on this sup- 
posed ei ent, did not a little ruffle my temper about the tune that 
I u rote my last letter to you on the subject 

I certainly should m direct terms have desired you to have 
endeavouied to prevent Colonel Mui ray’s eommg out, if I had 
conceived the most distant idea that such an event was possible 
I cannot, houevei, help tlnnlang that my inclinations must have 
been pietty well guessed at, by what I said of my friend Robinson 1 
m my lettei by the f Ravensw orth ’ I certainly feel much mortified 
that so deserving a man, and ono who has been so veiy useful to 
me, should be leduced to be an assistant in Ins own office , but 
although I cannot lepose the same confidence in Murray as in 
Robinson, I by no means think him a bad Auditor-Geneial, nor 

could I with any degree of justice class him with , whose 

total ignoiance of law, and incapacity in every pomt of his piofes- 
sion, besides his other demerits, would have been attended with 
the most serious bad consequences to the Company. 

As to poor Scawen 2 he does neither good nor harm , he is good- 
natured and gentleman-hke m his manners, but Lord Bathurst 
was guilty of a most unwanantable act m carrying so gross a job 
with the Company, when he got him appointed to succeed to the 
important office of Military Auditoi-Geneial. 

I avail myself of the advantage of a pnvate correspondence m 
giving my sentiments freely on eveiy subject that occurs between 
us I think it a matter of very little consequence whetliei you 
show this and my formei letter on the same topics to Mi Pitt or 
not, nor even that you should think one instant more about them, 
except that for your own sake I would advise you never to trust 
Macpherson or the Muirays, for I do not think that any person 

1 Captain, afterwards Sir George Aber- fiom 1808 to 1829, and Chairman 1820-1, 
crombie Robinson, Bart , so created Now 11, 1826-7 M P for Homton from 1812 to 

1823, b 1759, d Feb 13, 1832 , m March 1818 

27, 1794, Maigaret, natural dan of Thomas, 2 John Scawen, son of Robert Scawen, 
14th Earl of Suffolk He was Secretary to Esq , of Carshalton and Maidwell He was 
Lord Cornwallis during his second admrnis- first cousin to Tryphena, wife of Hcniy, 2nd 
tritiou in India, an East India Director Earl Bathurst , d Oct 1800 
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ought to place mncli confidence m them and I conccivo tlmt none 
of them nro by any means particularly well disposed to you, 

I am, Ac., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Couswallb to toe Coutt of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, n*t 2, nso 

Tho Board continued with unrornittcd attention 
after the departure of tho Swallow pocket to form and issuo tho 
ncccssnr) instructions for making a settlement of tho land revenues 
of tho prounco of Bahar according to tho plnn whicli was detailed 
to you m tlio revenuo lottcr that was dcspatclied in August Inst by 
that vessel and tho genorol pnnciplca of yonr orders contained in 
)onr rovenao lottor to this Government dated 12th April, 17SG 
It has given rao great pleasure to learn tlmt tho 7oraindnra and 
landholders of tlmt province, lrnvo in general oiprcs^ed tho highest 
Nilisfnction and joy at rccciung their lands on tlio tennro bj which 
the) will hold them by tlio present settlement and ns tho> will 
now bo certain of enjoying tho fruits of their own industry or mgo- 
nult) after discharging tlio filed public rorenuc, I trust tlmt tlio) 
will bo animated to exertions wluch will not only improve their 
own situations, but will at tho same time tend to increase tho wealth 
and prosj »cnt) of theso jirovinces. 

Being fully persuaded that n similar plan would produc© tho 
snrao beneficial effects m the Zemindary of Benares, the Bench nt 
was directed b) tho Board to explain its principles to tlio Bojah 
and recommend it to Ins consideration and adoption 

Tlio Bnjoh although sonsiblo tlmt a permanent or oven a long 
h ttlcmcnt of tho rtvennes of tho prounco would j»ut consfib mble 
restraints ii]«m tlio capricious exercise of bis own powi rs, could not 
a'oid admitting tlmt it was well calculated to promote his own nnl 
interest, as rill as that of tho inlmbitants of bis country and It 
neeordmgl) acquiesced with great cheerfulness in (]i< making of 0 
tin >enrs settlement of tho revenuo in tho course of tlio criming 
11 throughout tho wboh districts. 

Tli 1 Inn of h tth ment for tho prounces of Bengal is in great 
f nuinlm^s and I liopo tlmt in the cotnv of a few months ru 
dull mnli n rtm«id*Tnblo progress in tho execution of it 

\ p n ml coiungi of tho wholo of the current silvrr sjiccie < f 
th<^« |mvin mt » nij<x*s of tin rmiu standard and denomination, 
willh jr In ti\ « tf hi inutij mhd n lvatitn r ,< to tin CYrnjwnr* 
Hi wi nl will ttff nl h mu h nln f from uxntion and ixtortn 11 
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to tlic most industrious and useful part of the inhabitants of then 
teintorics. that I should have been happy if it had been piacticablc 
for us to have eilbeted it completely dumig the ensuing season of 
the hea\y collections, but ue have found it so difficult to piocuro 
skilful aud expei lcnced persons for conducting this delicate and 
important business, as veil ns the piopcr implements for coming 
and milling the mpees m the European mannci, that we have 
been obliged to content ouiselves with one additional tempoiaiy 
mint this yeai, vlnch will shortly be established at Patna, wheie 
the exigency uns paiticularly piessmg on account of tho lecent 
settlement of the revenues of the Bahai piovmce 

I am, &c , 

Coen wallis 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My LoED, Fort Will mm, Nov 4 , 1789 

Colonel Alimuty, 1 of the Honourable East India Company’s 
seivice on this establishment, has lately presented to me a bievet 
commission under His Majesty’s sign manual, and countersigned by 
your Loidslnp, in which lank is given to liim in the King’s aimy, 
without any otliei restriction than that of its being limited to the 
East Indies only , but as His Majesty has been pleased to signify, 
through the Secretary-at-Wai, Ins loyal appiobation of the form of 
the brevet commission which I have issued to the Company’s officers, 
and by which then lank m the King’s army is furthei limited to 
their contmuance m the Company’s service, I am led to apprehend 
that Colonel Ahmuty’s commission may have been gi anted inad- 
vertently m its present form 

I have therefore thought it right to bring the subject under 
your Lordship’s obseivation, that you may, if you think jiropei, 
receive His Majesty’s further commands on Colonel Ahmuty’s 
present commission, and that m granting brevet commissions 
of King’s lank m future, to any of the Company’s officers who 
may apply for them m England, your Loidslnp may be pleased 
to advert to their being made out pieeisely m the form of the 
brevet commission which I had the honour to tr a nsmit to the 
Secietaiy-at-War for His Majesty’s approbation, and which has 
been issued to all the Company’s officers m this country 

I have, &c , 

Coen wallis 


1 Colonel Arthur Alunuty, Bengal establishment, d Dec G, 179,3 
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EaCL CotXWVLLIS TO LOW) SotmiA3iPTOJr 
My DE-vrt Lord, Calcutta, Nor 7 1 ^ 

I received, by the hands of 3Ir Colobrooke yonr lotter 
dated tho 20th of March, with tho enclosed noto from tho Prince of 
\\ ales and I can assure you that I read it with tho greatest concern, 
as it made mo approhond, what would bo very painful to me, that I 
should appear backward and disinclined to exorciso any commands 
tliat Ilia Itoyal Highness might tlnnk propor to honour mo witlu 

I thought it had bcon long since univorsally known m England, 
that no man can hold an ofllco in tins country who is not in tho 
Borneo of tho East India Company and I asked Mr Colob rook o 
how ho conld undtrtako such a voyngo with lus family without 
making somo inquiries nbont tho country to which ho was coming, 
adding tliat any person nt all conversant with tho affiurs of India 
would liavo informed him tliat it was uttorl) ont of raj power to 
gno him anything and tbut no recommendation however great 
and poworful could bo of any material nso to him. 

\on will casilj judge of mj surprise, wlion ho told mo ho had 
not been so imprudent as I lind imagined that ho lind consulted 
wlmt lio conceived to bo tho best opinions, and tliat it was Sir John 
Mncphcnwn who advised lum to como to India, and who nssured 
him that there was no doubt that with such a recommendation as 
ho brought I should provido for him. 

If tins is true wlucli I own I lmvo somo difficult) in bolicnng 
Sir John must liavo forgot oven tiling that passed uj>on ni) first 
arrival in tlio country, when in his prescnco I tied up my JuuhIs 
agninst nil tho nuxlcs tliat used to bo practiced for providing for 
per-ons wlio were nut in tho Company a service such as ruling 
ct ntructs, getting monopolies in Oude extorting mono) for tlicm 
from the ^ mcr Ac. 

If I was to mnto offices or citmofilce^, which is a term Id.) 
not very will undtrstaml, I should not onlv dugrneo myself nnd 
undo onrvthing I liavo been doing sinco I landed in Ilengnl lrat I 
diouM n ndi r ft \tn short lived wmpo to tho p iron for whom 
tin \ wi re cnmtid for if I was to furgi t in) dut), nnd htmy tho 
tni t wluih i n pM.il in me tbo Court of Directors would not forgi t 
t!« ir* and tluy would undoubtedly annul such nppotutmttjbi tho 
1 1 tout tli* ) luanl of tlicm. 

1 mu t Eg, of >oo, my d tir I^ird, to state wlmt I liau sank in 
ih ►tnng’-'t l*ut mint r Tp-etful t< nns to tla 1 mici of Walt A 
«h » h \i *•> much gi Ini***, that I am stm fjr m\ m!»i In wisdl 
i I >i ! i tm. t d nil act tliat would digrud tin iltaruit r an 1 
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foi the sake of Ins country, he would not desire that I should set an 
example that would piove mmous to the public interests, and lay 
a foundation for the lenewal of those abuses, that had well mgh 
overset 0111 Indian Empire. j am £ c 

Cornwallis 

t 

Earl Cormvallis to tiif. Right Hon Henry Dundas. 

[Pm ate ] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov 7, 1789 

It may appear inhuman to find fault with the appli- 
cation made by the Duke of Dorset to M de Luzerne, 1 * * to desire the 
Comte de Conway to intercede with Tippoo to lelease our prisoners, 
but it v r as certainly a very hu mili ating and impolitic step for us to 
take, foi w r e admit by it, that we know 7 that he has not on Ins part 
executed the last treat} 7 of peace, and it cannot but low r er us ex- 
ceedingly m liis estimation to observe that ive daie not resent it 
Although the Comte de Conway has offered linn two Erencli soldieis 
for every Enghslnnan that he leleases, I doubt whether w r e shall 
ever have the satisfaction of recovering any of oui countrymen by 
this inadvertent measure. 

No tw r o opinions were ever more different than yours and mine 
have been this yeai about our possessions on the Malabar side, for 
whilst I have been desirous of giving everything up, you have been 
washing for acquisitions 

I most sensibly feel the weight of sending 40 lacs of rupees 
a-yeai from Bengal to Bombay, but I greatly fear that any terri- 
tory which you could obtain on the western side of India, either by 
negotiation (the possibility of which mode m tune of peace I do not 
see) or by force, would be moie likely to increase our remittance 
to 50 lacs than to reduce it to 30, unless mdeed we could get the 
whole country of Guzerat , but the attempt to build that castle on 
a former occasion very nearly overset our whole fabric 

The inconvenience which you apprehend m your last letter, of 
keeping up any part of the Bombay establishment from the Madras 
treasury, is not likely soon to occur. I hope my letter, dated in 
March last, arrived m time to put you upon your guard against the 
very sanguine and erroneous statement contained in Sir Archibald’s 
letter to General Medows, which I smeerely wish, for his sake, he 
had never written 

1 Cesar Henn, Comte de la Luzerne, b Marine from Oct 1787, to Oct 1790 He 

Feb 23, 1737, d March 24, 1799, m Feb had previously served in the army, and was a 

(>, 17G3, Mademoiselle Angrrad Minister of I icut -General 
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It will require many years, and a succession of cxcollont Go- 
vernors, before Madras Will pay its own expenses and furnish n 
moderate investment and I doubt whother it can ovor liappen, if 
tho ?sabob is permitted to oppress and ruin tlio country in tlio 
manner bo does at present 

The itncnno letter mil give you an account of tho most im 
portnnt part of our domestic business , you will see tliat there were 
two points on which 3Ir Shore and myself linvo differed — tlio noti 
fication to tlio landholders that if tho scttlcraont wns approved by 
tho Court of Directors, it would bo declared ]>crpotunl and tlio 
taking tho management of tho Gunges into tho liands of Covcm 
ment. 11 o differed howovor mth tbo most perfect good humour 
and I l\ad tho satisfaction to find tlwvt J Duncan who did not know 
a lucli sido I liad token on either of tho points, gnvo Ins opinion in 
my favour in both of thorn Ion mil of course rend oar minutes , 
I enclose to you a cop) of mine but Shore a is so long tlmt you 
mu*<t get it from tlio India House 

Ikwides tlio impossibility of correcting tho numberless abuses 
and oppreanona in tho Ganges, so long as they are left in the lioiids 
of tlio /a uiindnrs thoy ma) at aomo future period, wlion the effect a 
of the jwrmancnt settlement and well-secured projicrt) liave intro- 
dneed wealth and luxury into tlio count n, afford a sujipl) to tho 
exigencies of Government from n fair and mo<Icrnto cxcihj on tlio 
suprfluiLc's of tho richer inhabitants. 

Tlio prtbpocts wluch arc held out to us of tlio advantages tlmt 
are to bo expected from tlio permanent settlement in Hnlmr l>) 
Hreokc, 1 Law* Seton 1 and oren by HatlinreV wlio from being pre- 
dion 1) luimicnl to it is now bocomo an enthusiast in its fuvonr an' 
highly sat is factor) hut I am afraid tlmt the total mea]»nnt\ of 

jxtor will pn ti nt any plan from operating much in favour of 

the valunblo dt tnrt of Sircar barnm 

My fraud Duncan lias nccompli heel more in two )carw in 
Ik nan's titan I rimer ived it for an) man to do mid ho has 

ci mt rived b\ p nua ion and addit-e to make tin Jtnj di consent 
tlinn ( ji tnuih ngiun t his real inclinations to tho happiness and 
1^1* nt\ of Ins ivinntr) I am> 

( oiuavuxfs 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort WiiLam, Nov 7, 1789 

I transmit a letter of congratulation from the bTixam to 
His Majesty on the recovery of his health, and as I have ventmed 
to promise that His Highness shall receive an answer to this letter, 
as well as to that which was transmitted tlnough Mi. Hastings, I 
lequest that you will be pleased to lemmd His Majesty’s Mnusteis 
of the necessity of returning answers to them both, as eaily as 
possible. I have, &c, 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut -General Sir William Fawcett. 

Dear Fawcett, Calcutta, Nov 8 , wsa 

I received your letter of the 7th of April, and read with 
infinite pleasuie your account of the good state of the King’s 
health, which was confirmed to me by all the letters which I re- 
ceived that were dated m that month 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have been so 
good as to take about extending my poweis to the granting of 
Commissions , I never have wished it from any personal considera- 
tion, and I now can have no inducement of that land to desne it; 
but I really think that it is for the essential good of the service, 
that it should be given to the person who holds my station 

Colonel Musgiave has now the command of all the troops m the 
Carnatic, and seems very well satisfied with my situation , Tippoo 
has as usual, or at least as he has done the two foimei years, 
assembled troops neai oui frontiers, and many rep oiTs have been 
spiead of his liostde intention, but X believe with as little founda- 
tion as heretofore , and indeed, unless he could have assistance 
horn the Fiench, of which he has now no piospect, it must be the 
height of madness m him to break with us 

You will be glad to know that our affairs heie aie going on 
perfectly well, and that oui ciedit has nsen so astonishingly, that 
oui bonds, which thiee yeais ago boie a discount of 23 pei cent , 
now sell at a small piemium 

I wish Sn George had not ciossed you about the appointment 
to the Chatham Depot, foi though Simcoe is a very good and ic- 
speotable man, mj friend Fox has a head much bettei anangod 
foi business lam, Ac, 

Cornu allis 
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Eaul Couttallu to Nathahizl Smith Esq 

[PrinU.j 

Sib, Ulcotta, Kerr 9 1780 

I hare been favoured since the despatch of the * Swallow 
with your letter dated the 29th of March, and I feel particularly 
gratified at the approbation which yon express of my conduct, as I 
know that you really attend to the business of this country, and are 
capable of judging of the merits of its Governors. 

You will have such ample reading m the public letters, and I 
hope wrthm a few days after the arrival of the ‘Hoeo, in those 
directed to the Secret Committee, that if I had time, I could hardly 
say anything that would not be repetition. 

I will only observe, that I cannot conceive how it can be sup- 
posed that wo are to acquire a revenue by negotiation on the 
Malabar side, or from whence it can possibly be expected to come. 

The reports of Tippoos hostile intentions, to which I never 
gave much credit, begin now to subeide, as they usually do about 
this time of the year and I think from the removal of the French, 
who have generally been unquiet neighbours, we have every reason 
to look forward to a long continuance of peace. 

Amongst the daily proofs of the good effects that iha permanent 
for I will not call it ten yean settlement, will produce, one of the 
pnncipal persons at Poonah has informed Mr Malet, that in con- 
sequence of what he had heard of the intended settlement of Bailor 
he is desirous of purchasing lands for his eons in that province, and 
desired him to transmit a power of attorney for that purpose. 

I have done my part faithfully and have laboured hard for tho 
Company s good but you must now toko your share in Leaden 
liall-etroot, and I do give it you as my opinion most sincerely and 
from my heart, that I do not'thinh. the Court of Directors con at 
present more effectually secure the prosperity of the Company a 
dominions undor this Government, than by electing Mr Dnncau 
to succeed to Mr Shore s seat in the Council thoro are many 
good men before him, but believe mo thoro aro none equal to 
him, and who possess, besides good health which is a very inn 
tonal orticlo so com plot o an union of tho following qualifications — * 
knowledge application intognty and temper which, although I 
lrnvo put it last I can assure you is not tho least useful. 

I am, Ac., 

Coiuru \LLIfl. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lord Lawton 
Mt DEAE JLOED. Calcutta, Dec 2, 1780 

I received your lettcis of the 2nd and 3rd of Apul, by the 
hands of Messrs. Pulling and Bmroughcs 1 

The foimei is a gentlemanlike good sort of man, without much 
ability or expenence m tho most essential part of the business of 
tins country, I shall, houevei, ondeavoru to find some appoint- 
ment for lnm m the couise of this wmtei, though peihaps it may 
not bo quite equal to the expectations lie had foimed from Ins high 
standing m the service. To !Mr Burioughes, I can piobably do 
little more than show the most cordial civility, m which you may 
be assured I shall not be deficient. 

I am much obliged to you foi your friendly hint about William 
Biuke. 2 Although I may perhaps sulfei a little in the opimon of 
the great peisonage to whom you allude, foi my piedilection foi 
vhat I think great qualities and eminent services to Ins country m 
Mr Pitt, I should on all other points most earnestly wish to give every 
proof of the most sinceie attachment and anxious desne to do what 
I should have evei) r leason to believe Mould be agieeable to him. 

I have ever since I have been m India treated William Burke 
with the gieatest personal attention; and I have done little 
favoms, such as Ensigncics m the King’s service, &c , to his 
fhends. But it is impossible for me to seive him essentially, that 
is, put laige sums of money into Ins pocket, without a gioss viola- 
tion of my public duty, and doing acts for which I should deserve 
to be impeached 

He has himself suggested to me two modes of serving him, 
which I will explain to you. The first is, that he should leceive 
money here, and be allowed to manage the remittances for the 
payment of the King’s fa. oops at Madias and Bombay 

I found him m possession of such a remittance to Madras when 
I first arrived, which was given to him by Macpherson (m order 

1 Mr, afterwards Sir William Burioughes, in 1777, with despatches to Lord Pigot , 

Bart, so cicated Dec 1, 1804, d June 1, returned home as agent to the Raja of Tan- 
1839 , m June 19, 1782, Letitia, dau of jore Was sent ogam to India m 1782 by 
William Newburgh, Esq, of Ballybaise. Lord Rockingham, was made Paymastei-Ge- 
Advocate-General, and afterwards, 180G, a neml, and remained there till 179 J The pe- 
pmsne judge in Calcutta M P for Ennis- cunimy transactions both of William and £d- 
kallen from Dec 1802 to Feb 1806, Col- round Burke, with which Lord Vemey was 
Chester from March, 1817, to Jane, 1818, deeply concerned, are involved in a mystejy 
and then foi Taunton to May, 1819, when which has never been denied up He is com- 
be was turned out on petition memorated in 4 Retaliation’ as — 

2 William Burke, cousin of the Right Hon 

Edmund Brnke, d 1798 M P for Gieat “ H " e in 1 t ies houost WilUara > whose he[irt was a 

Bedwin from Juno, 1766, to June, lc74 While the owner nc er knew bull the good that 

Under Secretaiy to Field-Marshal Conway was In t. 

from 1766 to Jan 1768 Suit to Madras 
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to pay his court to Edmund Bnrke) and fixed at tho scandalous 
exchange of 410 Arcot rupees for 100 pagodas, by what bo, Mno- 
phereon, called a committee of reepoctable merchants, consisting 
of Wfllmm Burke himself (the Company's military Paymaster 
General)— - an intimate fnend of Burke s, and a prmupal proprietor 
in the lank through which he remitted his money — and poor ■ — > 
who I believe to this day scarcely knowB the differenoe of value 
between a rupee and a shilling 

Without my entering however into the merits of such an 
exchange or such a committee, or without my stating that there 
is a positive order from the Court of Directors against a separate 
remittance for the payment of the King s troope, which was sent 
from England before it was known there that I had abolished it, 
yon will I am sure easily see how objectionnblo the principle is, 
of establishing distinct funds, or rather treasuries, which aro not 
subordinate to the respective governments, and of course not apph 
cable to any extraordinary exigency that might occur and it must 
likewise be obvious to you, that as the rate of exchange between 
this place and tho other Presidencies, depends on the export of 
gram and other commercial circumstances, it must be liable to 
great fluctuation , and that consequently if the terms allowed to 
a person who is to remit annually between two and three hundred 
thousand pounds were not very favourable to him, he would be 
full as likely to be ramed by it, as to make a fortune and that 
if they were decidedly advantageous to him, they would not only 
affect the Company s interest m that particular instance, but would 
very materially operate to their prejudice m the remittance of 
much larger sums, which we are obliged to send overy year to 
Madras and Bombay for other purposes. 

Tho socond proposition was so extraordinary, that I had great 
difficulty to persuade myself that he was m earnest when he mado 
it for he wished me to give him about eight hundred thousand 
pounds m Company s paper bearing an mtereet of 8 per cent 
that ho might remit, with no loss to himself ns you may suppose, 
to the Pay Office m England, what he called tho balance due from 
tho Company to the Crown, for the King s troops serving in Indio, 
over and above the subsistence which hod been paid to them in 
this country 

It was in vain tlmt I represented that such an addition to our 
certificate debt would deprecaato our paper and utterly rum our 
credit that to my knowledge a part of tins balance was actually 
paid at homo that tho Court of Directors would settlo tho account 
finally with the Paj Office that it was our business to transfer, 
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instead of mcieasing our debts , and lastly, that I was oidered not 
to pay any balance beie to the King’s Paymaster, unless the state 
of our treasury would admit of it He paid very little attention 
to the preceding aigument, and m answer to the last he said he 
did not understand how we could deny that the state of our trea- 
sury did admit of our making payments, when we had the powei 
of issuing as many certificates as we pleased. 

I have entered mto this detail, trusting that if you should hear 
the subject mentioned before the Prince, you will be so kind as to 
give some explanation of it , and I can assuie you, that the sending 
William Burke to India was a most unnecessary job, and that oui 
having any King’s paymastei in this country is a great embarrass- 
ment to us, and a material hindrance to the public business 

You will find by the public accounts, that everything remains quiet 
m this part of the world , that our bonds and certificates both bear a 
premium, and that the interest of the latter is 1 educed to 6 per cent 
It would be too extensive a field for a lettei, to enter mto an 
account of the interior busmess of this G-ovemment , but though I 
have not time to give you the true edition, I must caution you 
against receiving eironeous information upon that subject, and as 
it is possible you may see a good deal of Macpkerson, I think it ' • 
right to tell you that he is not esteemed here to be perfectly correct 
in Ins narrations, and I would therefore not have you take every- 
thing he says for gospel 

I am, my dear Lord, whether Pittite or Foxite, with very sin- 
cere esteem and regard, your most faithful and affectionate friend, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Hood 

My LORD, Calcutta, Dec 4, 1789 

I have been honoured with youi Lordship’s letter dated the 
31st of January, and I can assure you that it would at all times 
give me pleasure to have it m my power to manifest my personal 
esteem for you, and that I should be disposed to think favourably 
of those persons for whom you piofess yourself to be interested 
The anxious concern, however, that you will easily believe I 
take in the future welfare and prosperity of this country led me 
long since to consider of what infinite importance it would be, that 
the seats at the Supreme Board should be properly filled , and for 
that purpose I named some men of whose abilities and integrity I 
had seen the clearest pioofs, and stiongly urged the Government 
at home to endeavour to proem e their nomination 

So far, therefore, from being at liberty to assist Mi on 

YOL I 2 II 
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the present occasion, yonr Lordship must bo sensible that I am 
under the necessity of being Ins opponent but I cannot help 
adding that if I was totally disengaged, and however favourably 

I might in other respects he disposed to think of Mr 8 

character and to feel for his misfortunes, I could never bring 
myself to assist any man m obtaining a seat in the Supreme 
Council of Bengal who had dismpated his fortune at the gaming 
table. j £a, 

Co BHWALLIB, 

Eabl Corkwallib to the Bight Hoj Hetby Dumus. 

DEAB Sib, Cilcott*, Dec. 5, 1789 

Mr Shore has taken his passage in the ship which will 
carry this letter and I earnestly hopo that both Mr Pitt and 
yourself will receive him with the km do ess and attention which are 
due to his meritorious seances no man can give yon more nseful 
or will give yon more honest information. I must, however beg 
of yon to hear him with caution, on the two essential points of a 
permanent assessment, and the separation of the Ganges from the 
land revenue I never was more convinced of anything than that 
he is in the wrong on those points, and I can assure yon that 
Duncan, Oowper Law, Barlow 1 and almost all of the most eminent 
and experienced men m the revenue line are of the same opinion 
os myself 

I will not repeat the arguments which you will have read m 
my Minute but I did not there mention, lest it should have too 
much the appearance of a personal controversy that the five years 
settlement which Shore himself made formerly m Bahar far from 
rendering that province more flourishing, only contributed to acce- 
lerate its rum. Shore is so much master of the subject, and argues 
so ably that it is natural for me to apprehend his making an 
impression, but I trust that you will give me credit for not having 
adopted a light unreflected opinion m a matter of such serious 
moment. 

Tippoo has moved from Coimbatore to Palacatcherry, and I 
should imagine is going to make nearly the same war as he did 
last year tho Rajah of Tra van core however and his minister and 
I think our Resident too, are all so thoroughly alarmed, that 
although he is marching directly from the Tra van core country 

1 Mr »fterw*nl* Sir 0«rr» Brrkrw TUrt rf Lard CcmwiHU, OcL 6, 1805, to Dre. 
« er»*t»a June 1803. KJL, b. 1762. i. 1607 «od then Got*™*- of M*lnu to W 
o*. IB, m_ April. 1789 Eli»- 1815 Dartet tl»t Ume tlx kjwbr* mnttoy 

Bortfn South, Eaq of W*rt- took jjrce, which rare rt** to moch 
O^iuiwQawnl frocu Lb* decth. rod *r*a olthnrtcly th* ®a** of hi* retail. 
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they seem to be convinced that he means to attack it nffcei lie has 
taken Tellicheny,. which, bad as that place is, if the interim line 
is m any foiwaidness, would be moie than a bieakfast for Inm 
I cannot for my part believe that Tippoo has any mtention of 
breaking with us, but if he should lesolve to do it, he would be 
very unwise if he did not begin, as his father did, by overrunning 
the Carnatic, and ruining our resom ces 

The Rajah of Tiavancore was much to blame foi concluding 
the purchase of Ciaiganore and Jacottah from the Dutch without 
the acquiescence of the Madras Government, he pietends that he 
had the consent of Sn A Campbell , but as Sn- A never made any 
communication of the business eithei to me or his own Council , 1 I 
cannot behove it 

You will see by our correspondence with Fort St George that we 
have put that transaction to a fair issue If the Dutch have held 
those places under any tenure horn the Rajah of Cochin smce that 
Rajah has been tnbutary to the Mysore Government, the Rajah of 
Travancore is then positively dnected to restoie them to the Dutch, 
under pain of forfeiting all claim to protection fiom us, but if the 
Dutch, as the Rajah alleges, took Ciaiganore and Jacottah from the 
Portuguese, and have kept them ever since as independent pos- 
sessions, and totally unconnected with the Rajah of Cochin, the resti- 
tution of them is not to be insisted on, nor can Tippoo have any 
shadow of right for demanding it. j am ^ £ c ^ 

Cornwallis 

Earl Cornwallis to the Lords of the Treasury. 

My LORDS, Fort William, Bengal, Dec 6, 1789 

Having understood that m some cases the Legislature has 
humanely granted compensation foi the losses of American suf- 
feiers of a certain description, who remamed resident upon their 
estates m the part of the country which was occasionally the seat 
of war, I think it a duty incumbent upon me to mention the situ- 
ation of Mis Byid , 2 of Westovei m Vngima, whose respectable 
character and modeiation in all matters of political concern, as 
well as the difficulties through which she struggled with a large 
family and leduced property, render her a proper object for the 
consideration of Government 

1 It w as afterwards ascertained that the 2 Her son had been an active Loyalist, and 
Raja had communicated both with Sir Archi- had raised a corps which had served undei 
bald Campbell and Mr Hollond, neither of Lord Cornwalbsi Her claim amounted to 
whom objected to the purcliasc Lord Com- above 6600 1 
walbs accordingly altered his opinion 


2 n 2 
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She liad to my knowlodgo, reason to expect that she should 
receive reimbnreement at New York for the supplies which were 
furnished from her plantation to the various corps of Bnbdh troops 
which pawed by "Whatever, but she was entirely disappointed- 
If consistent with the present regelate ons sanctioned by Par 
lament, Mrs. Byrds claims can with propriety be submitted to 
investigation, I am of opinion that her case is particularly deserving 
of bo favourable an attention. X have, Ac,, 

OOBWAILK. 

Earl Oor^waulis to tux Court or Dibxctobs. 
Hohourable Sirs, Tort wmkm, d«. 7 1799 

I have been reheved from some anxiety about the 
detachment that was sent to the assistance of our settlements on 
the island of Sumatra, by the arrival of the Oheeterfleld a few days 
ago and the account that I hare received from the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Fort Marlborough of the good behaviour of the sepoys, 
as well as the report of their own officers of the good humour m 
which they have returned and of the satisfaction they express at 
the whole of the treatment that they have met with daring their 
absence, have given me very particular pleasure. 

The readme* and alacrity with which a part of the detachment 
offered to remain a few months longer as volunteers for the pro- 
tection of the settlement, is a convincing proof that they were far 
from being disgusted with the service, and the language which 
those men will hold to their companions when they join their 
respective battalions, will, I am persuaded have the happiest 
effects in tending to remove, or at least lessen, the aversion to 
sea voyages which 90 generally prevails amongst the Hindoo natives 
of this country j ^ ^ 

COHHWAT.T.Ifl. 

The alarms which hod induced Lord Cornwallis to send this 
detaohment for the protection of Bencoolen, hftd gfibeided before 
its arrival, and their services were not actually required. This 
was almost the first attempt made to induce sepoys of a high caste, 
to embark for a voyage of some duration. It proved eminently 
successful The attention paid to their religious prejudices over 
came their dislike to a sea passage, and since that time, there has 
seldom been any difficulty m persuading tho Hin doo sepoys to 
embark for foreign service. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
DeAK JAMES, Calcutta, Dec. 7, 1789 

I wrote to you so fully last month on all domestic concerns, 
that I shall now only, for fear of accidents, briefly recapitulate 
that I leave it to your discretion, either to confine yourself to the 
lepair, or to make alterations m Culfoid House ; that at all events 
I wished it not to be inhabited the last year, and would give 200? 
to the Singletons for the lure of a house for that time ; that William 
and Pkilhpson should come in for Eye, and, m case of the latter 
declining, Colonel Ross I expressed my obligations to you for 
your attention to secure Stow, 1 which is a most desirable object 
Everything here is m as good a tram as I think the most san- 
guine persons in England could expect, and I see no danger for this 
country so long as they can find proper Governors, and Ministers 
like the piesent who will not impose jobs upon them Macpherson, 
with no good design to me I believe, persuaded the Prince of 
Wales to send out a Mr Colebrooke to be provided for by me. I 
have stated fully to H It H the impossibility of my being able to 
do anything for him, and I trust m a manner that cannot give 
offence , and Mr Colebrooke returns to England, without any ill- 
humour towards me, in one of the ships of this season. 

The Commodoie never was better than durmg his residence 
here, and I think he liked Calcutta veiy much, and was sorry to 
leave us I expect to see him again m July. He has made a 
contract for the supply of provisions for his squadron, at a very 
different rate from what any fleet was ever before victualled m 
India, and has rendered it very difficult for his successors to revive 
the shameful peculation which formerly existed I have only time 
to repeat my grateful acknowledgments for your great kindn ess to 
Biome, and for your attention to all my affairs 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The Governor-General in Council to C. W Malet, Esq 
D ec 18, 1789 — Sec Appendix, No 28 


1 Stow belonged to Mr RushbrooKe, and was a most desirable acquisition, ns it nn close 
up to tlic park pales of Culford 
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The following letters wore not addressed to Lord Cornwallis, 
but they are inserted, as they contain some farther interesting 
details of the Kings illness They were written by Mr Digby 
(Yice-Cluunberlam to the Queen, and a confidential friend of the 
Royal Family) to Hiss Isabella Gunning, who afterwards married 
General Roes, and whose sister became Mr Digby s second wife 
Mr Digby had been Equerry to the Pnnce of ‘Wales when his 
establishment was first formed in 1780 and he left it in 1782, to 
become Yice-Ghamberiam to the Queen. 

Qnttn i Lodgt, Windsor TtnmdtJ Ivor 20 17B8, 

I cannot regret the affioos I am now fulfilling painful indeed 
they are, but of much consequence to Him the Country oaght to love. 
I wonld not write before this day being that of my toped for crisis, 
and I have ground to flatter myself it is a hopeful one. From ten this 
morning till post two I was with H i m He took me by the hand, 
whioh be held till half peat eleven, when He got up He was more 
quiet and his oon vernation of a different coat. He had dept indeed by 
ftie help of opiates more than rix hours. His want of reason was only 
apparent m talking of things improper to be mentioned, and before 
people he never if right, would lave suffered himself to do I under 
went a very severe trial, as the subject He chose was your Sister and 
me. It begall with taxing me as well as the Equerries with sitting 
long after dinner drmkmg he supposed more wine than we ought, 
ho, not you, Mr Digby but you I know like the company cf learned 
women — he likes to d rink tea with Miss Burney " From thermo to 
your Sister and all the reports that had prevail d, the source* of hu 
intelligence, tho instruments employed he gave (not only me) a 
vary circumstantial aooount of things I had never known j think of 
what I must have suffered ! He was kind in his expressions, but I 
was not in cue to -relish these, 'When he was drees d I spent two 
hour* alone with Him, the conversation infinitely pius #wnw Hu voioe 
more low His manner more gentle, with many indications whioh 
confirm my opinion of returning health may the God of Mercy realize 
my hope ! Tho shutters were oil shut He went from tho window a* 
knowing he ought not to look, bid. me look out and see if any of His 
children were in tho garden. Do yon see any of their little iaoea at 
tho windowi of the lower lodge ? ” Indeed I do not. Vi ell then, shut 
the shutters again." He was so pathetic upon the Christian virtu os 
He made me shed tears. People were apt to be severe 

upon the oenduot of others. Ho thought in the examination of them 
solves they could not bo too mnoh so but to their neighbours thoy 
►hould be indulgent Ho know many (and named so too very correct 
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people) who en in this, the recollection of Ins own failings prevented 
this in Him .... 


5 o’clock, Friday 

He has" not had much continued sleep, consequently not so c alm 
and refreshed as we had hoped It has hitherto seem’d to be only a 
caution pioperly delicate not to publish to the World the exact state 
of His health Yesteiday the Parliament met, and tho’ it would 
not be necessary foi Mr Pitt’s information, who has often been and 
was heie Wednesday, the Physicians sent to him this account — ** His 
health was much mended, but his reason m no degree retain’d,” oi to 
that purport It has been suspected Opposition was informed that the 
Minister was m possession of such a report of the Physicians, — if he, 
bemg call’d upon to declare what he knew to be the state, had been 
foolish enough to fall into the snare (which whether he has or not at 
this hour I do not know) He would have been abused for being the 
publisher of what ought not (till the veiy last moment) to be declared, 
but the leport having gone, will answer some purposes of Opposition 
. . I feel my indignation rise , if the film of doubt could 

be cleared and motives laid open to oui conviction, no personal con- 
sideration of interest or safety should deter mo from a more forwaid 
part than otherwise I can be justified in taking 


Burlington Street, Tuesday, Nov 25, 1788 

I have only to tell you my reason for not writing smee Thursday 
has been, that we have not been m a mending state I have spent 
several hours — between four and five — alone with Him each day till 
yesteiday, when He did not call for me On Sunday, having been 
with Him from half-past ten till two, he permitted me to go and dine 
at St Leonards He called several times foi me afterwards, and when 
I went to Ham about eight, he attack’d me with much asperity, said I 
never remained with Him, that I was always going to Mi Harcourt’s , 
He dared to say my friend Miss G . was theie, or I should not go so 
often, tho’ He knew I prefer’d my son’s company to His I wish that 
had been all He had spoken unlike Him self m the course of the day 
Yesterday was altogether as bad a day, and my hopes, which were 
piogiessively using, are rapidly sunk The question now seems to be, 
the moving Him to Kew, and adopting a veiy different kind of treat- 
ment , of the necessity of this, the Physicians are the best Judges, 
the Chancellor is going down this morning, probably upon this busi- 
ness. I am going to return immediately, bemg told my presence is 
absolutely necessary I have taken the measure of acquainting H I? H 
myself, with tho particulars of my leaving His service. He fancied 
He knew them, but vhen I told Hun 1 behoved not, and asked if Ho 
know they had pioceeded from myself, Ho scorn’d startled, and said 
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Iso I then told Him m the most deli onto wny I oould, what my 
feelings with respect to H It, H. and the knowledge of myself dio 
tated, and thoee dicta tee had prompted me , 

Bnrihjgtoo Street, Wood*j Dec. 1 1788 

The Kmg oame qmetly to Kew Saturday I will not say the 
case is hopeless, t is all I can think. Haroohrt, Goldsworthy and 
Grevillo came in the Coaob with Him — his talk oon tinned in a good 
1 rumen mxl strain all the way — no gentlemen are now admitted, I 
cannot dwell open this subject. I see the Queen and Princesses 
every day 

Kew Frifcy Dee. S, 1788 

I thought I had very handsomely got dear of this melancholy 
scene, but yoetarday morning received a note with Her M s commands, 
that I should come and remain here- 

Dr Willi*, who has had much expen enoe haring long had paben*B 
so afflicted under his own management, la amrod, and is just oome 
from the K. He waa saluted by I know who yon are Dr Willis 
from whence von oome and much about yon how many patients have 
yon now ? " &o etc are yon in the Church ?” I have been. Sir ” 
I am sorry you have changed a profession I love, for one I detest,” 
•to. He la m no degree better little or no sleep last night, often 
laughing arnging and dancing at no tone of his life more active. 
The testimony of the Physi cians before the Privy Gounod delivered 
upon oath, is the moat comfortable ground of hope. 

Thorskj Deo. 11, 1788. 

If Dr WiHia a plan is suffered by His M. s Physicians wholly 
to be adopted, I have no- doubt of His Majesty s Jeoovery m two 
months. He is an honest, sensible plain man, means as he thinks 
every one else ought to do His SI. s recovery He is thsrtfom aoensed 
of being a strong party man. I wish none of His AI. s Physicians were 
politicians, we might have had Dr W il lis in Hih if. s employ a fort 
night ago or perhaps a month to bring this about I have remained at 
Kew go there to-morrow have naked my health, and to procure the 
happy issue of hi a endeavours, would most willingly my life. Dr 
Willis (I find thro other channels) has th© greatest hopes, thinks 
His 1L dwelling upon no one subject in particular a most flavours bio 
symptom, treats the case more as a nervous disorder bro ugh t on by 
excess of temporanoe, exooea of exercise an anxious min d, the throb- 
bmgs of whioh perhaps He has too much guppresaed these causes 
naturally shako tho nerves collectively induce madness. His modi 
emea (the reverse of the Phy tribe) have been ocrrdials, and havo 
answered to his expectation. "Tis a sad thmg to think a K .. cannot have 
the same advantage*, on oqual chanooof recovery with any Gontloman 
or Labourer m hia realms. The readiness with wliichljosaio propagatod 
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to Uis disadvantage, and the indecent ]oy at the state of His disorder, 
deemed by such evil-inmdod men hopeless, is indecent beyond measiuo, 
be} ond sufferance .... Ilnmanity would plead m favom of 
a good man, but for a moral, religious, and good K . uttering expres- 
sions of the tenderest concern for His people and his country . . 


Monday (probably Dec 15), 1788 

You vi 11 heai reports of the K being one day much worse than 
auother, of His having seen the P n , thon the Q , and may like to 
hear vliat you can depend ujion, so shall, tho’ m the greatest haste 
and being fai fioin collected, briefly tell you, on Friday, the last day 
He walked out, tho Princesses Mary and Amelia (Sophia not being 
well) wero situated at a window up-stairs, for Him, as He came into 
the liouso, to have a glimpse of , v, hen He had fixed His eyes upon 
them, He pulled off His hat, which m His agitation he flung one way, 
His gloves and cane anothei , and ion into the house. This has variously 
been inteipreted as everything He does and says is, but you are as 
competent to form a judgement , some imputed it to being quite frantic, 
others to reflection and a power of combining, and a sensibility to the 
privation of all He so dearly loves Ho burst into teais which did not 
however last On Satuiday evening Dr Willis wished to try the expe- 
riment of bringing Princess Amelia to Him about Her bedtime, hoping 
thereby to soften Him and produce tears m abundance The scene 
was truly tragic without tho desired effect That little innocent of 
Her own accord said, “Papa, shall I go and bring Mama?” “Yes 
my little Angel do go.” Di W could not refuse, and the Q had the 
courage to come to Him, nothing material passed He was totally 
calm, leframed from tears, and when it was time to go and He was 
lemmded of HiS promise, to continue the game He was playing at 
Baggammon, “ How can I be said to bieak my piomise, when such 
guests as these come to my interruption 9 ” . . 

I will not comment upon the good sense of this, but it was spoken 
m a tone the most affecting, and brought tears into eyes unapt to over- 
flow Her M. overwhelm’d, choak’d, but could not with every inclina- 
tion ciy He had a disturbed night, Sunday less calm and well, but 
this day was as foiward as before the above experiment Her M has 
seen the Chancellor and Mr P yesterday , I hope it is as I hear, that 
She has declared how much she has His M ’s interest at heart, that 
the prerogative of the Ciown sh d he defended, and that when it shall 
please the Almighty to restoi e His health, and enable Hi m to resume 
the functions of His High Office, He may find it unembarrass’d and 
unincumher’d 

I am particularly requested to remam at Kew, at least this week. 
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W«dne*daj D*o. 17 1783. 

Onr good Dr Willis meets with many obstructions. 

Yesterday morning a dispute arose between Bn* G Baker and the Dr., 
about tie word very being put into tie roport. Sir G., not upon the 
spot, and hearing tie op mum of tie Pagee who had sat up and declared 
He had had a good night, atTH objeoted. Dr Willis was firm, would 
not put his name, unless the troth of the case is stated. Six G said in 
all his practice, all his consultations, lie had never known two Phy 
eiciana, lumsolf and Sir Luoas Pepys, give np their opmions to one 
however they did this only shews their extreme jealousy of Dr 
Willis, who came at the request of His 51. s Phy„ but has too much 
character to act a subservient part, feeling as he must, with great 
experience in twenty-eight years* practice, how much more of this 
disorder he knows, thun all who have not made this malady their 
peculiar study I have dial iked our leading Phy he u a Politician, 
on intriguing artful, ill behaved man, and we should go on muoh 
hotter without him. We flatter ourselves wo are making a progress. 

God bless the means of His recovery and oonfound every 
evil intention against a blessing so envied. 


8*tnnkj- Deo. 80 1788, KV* 

You will hear there is not the greatest harmony amongst the 
Physicians. I wish we had got nd of His 51. s Physicians, and that 
the good old man Dr Willis had the sole direction, for while it oon 
trnues with Dr Warren at the head we are likely to have disputes 
and quarrels every day for mstanoe yesterday he chose to attack Dr 
Willu upon having written a letter to 5Ir P., which he averr’d to have 
been delivered m the morning during the debate, congratulating Mr 
P upon the Teoorered state of His 5L, that he had done so with a 
political view said he waa asfuantd of him, and warn d him to beware 
of interfering m politics. Now did you ever hear anything so nnpu 
dent, so impertinent ? If yen knew his whole behaviour the decided 
political lmo he has taken, you would indeed thmk it so ypn may 
imagine my blood haa boil d within rue. To observe to oountemct, 
and to support the good old Man, has been one canso of my re- 
maining. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


Tippoo attacks the Itaja of Travancorc — Negligence of the Madras Government 
— Gross misconduct of l\lr Hollond — Preparations for the "War — Negotia- 
tions for the cooperation of IMaratha States — Affairs in Europe — Letter 
from the Prince of Wales — Campaign of 1790 — General Medows — Diffi- 
culties of an Indian campaign — Lord Cornwallis proceeds to Madras — 
Assumes the military command and marches against Tippoo 

The attack upon tlie lines of Travancore by Tippoo, put a stop to 
all the endeavours of Lord Cornwallis to dimimsb tlie expenses of 
Government and impiove the revenues of tlie country. He was 
compelled to turn Ins whole attention to tlie appioacking war, wlncb 
cannot be said to have been quite unexpected, since early m 1788 
Loid Cornwallis bad anticipated such a possibility , and bis corre- 
spondence, especially with Captain Kennaway and Mr Malet, shows 
that be was laying the giouncl for a closer alliance with the Nizam 
and the Pesbwa than was permitted by the then existing Act of 
Parliament 

In the course of 1789 be repeatedly uiged, or rather com- 
manded, the Government of Madias to make ample preparation 
foi war How pertinaciously these oiders weie neglected, bis 
despatches sufficiently show ; and tlie estimation in which he held 
such false economy is evident from a letter dated March 30, 1790, 
where he says, “I think it very possible that every cash (2 |d) 
of that ill-judged saving may cost the Company a crore of rupees 
( 1 , 000 , 000 ?)” 

Before entering upon a detail of the milit ary operations m the 
Mysore, it may be advisable to advert to a few of the civil questions 
which engrossed the attention of Lord Cornwallis Prominent 
among these was the land settlement Upon this subject he had m 
the preceding year drawn up two longand able Minutes 1 Mr Shore 
dissented in one material point — the perpetuity of the settlement — 
but m othei respects agreed generally with Lord Cornwallis 

The abolition of a smaller branch of the revenue was also effected 
this year — the Sayer-duties, consisting mainly of what may be termed 
excise-duties, and tolls on the entry and transit of goods by land 
and watei The charges of collection absoibed so gieat a portion 


1 See the Appendix foi these Minutes 
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completed, tlio only other dnty remaining far Lard Cornwallis to 
perform was to place, as far as possible, the resources of Bengal at 
the disposal of General Modows. Stores and ammunition to a great 
extent, with a certain number of men, mostly gun lascars, were 
accordingly sent by sea Sum Calcutta , and as the prejudices of the 
high-caste Brahmins rendered it difficult to embark the whole, a 
strong corps was at the same time despatched by land, under the 
command of Colonel Cockerell. The expected arrival of these 
troops tempted General JledowB to open the campaign on the plan 
Colonel Musgrave had intended to adopt Lord Cornwallis did not 
consider this oouree judicious, especially as he felt convinced that 
the troops could not pass the Ghauts, which separate the Coimbatore 
and iTysore countries, until the cessation of the rains m the latter 
district, so that the Carnatic would mean time be exposed to the 
incursions of Tippoos cavalry The treaties with the Peehwa and 
the Nizam were signed respectively on the 5th and 29th of July 
both powers promising faithfully to eend large armies to support 
the Bntaah force but they did not daring this campaign Mfll their 
engagements. They had been offended at Lord Cornwallis having 
repudiated the illegal engagements entered mto by Sir John Alao- 
pherson and it required all the influence derived from Ins cha 
racter, combined with their fear ami hatred of Tippoo, to induce 
them now to accede to the proposed stipulations. 

To enable the armies to move with facility, it was necessary 
to provide ample supplies of money The treasury of the Com 
pany was nearly exhausted, that of the Nabob of the Comatio was 
well supphod. Lord Cornwallis therefore imperatively demanded 
the immediate payment of the large arrears due to the Company, 
and which had been allowed to accumulate. He further insisted 
that the Nabob should either appropriate the greater part of his 
revenue towards defraying the expenses of the war, or should allow 
the Company to take possession of his territories, granting him a 
liberal inborn e. The latter coarse was ultimately adopted, both in 
the case of the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Raja of Tanjoro. 

Somewhat later in the year the Bren oh possessions became the 
scene of violent commotion and tumult. The revolutionary spirit 
of the mother country had spretd to her colonies, and the lives af 
the Governor of Ohandemagore and of several of his officers were 
saved only by the vigorous interposition of Lord Cornwallis. These 
internal dissensions were however productive of one good result 
thoy relieved Lord Cornwallis from any apprehension that Tippoo 
could receive essential aid from France. 

The death of Colonel Oath cart put an end to the intended mis- 
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sion to Chinn It was proposed that Lord Cornwallis should select 
a successor from among the cml sei rants of the Company; but 
legal difficulties interposed, and the Couit of Directors being adverse 
to the plan, it was diopped, not to be revived till Loid Macartney 
went to China in 1792 

As Lord Cornwallis did not personally take any part m the 
campaign of 1790, his despatches contain no details of the opera- 
tions, which practically began about June 15. It is therefore neces- 
sary to give a slight sketch of them, and to show why he consideied 
it imperative upon him to take the command of the army him- 
self towards the close of the year The hist object General Medows 
had m view was the captuie of Coimbatoie, commanding those rich 
and open plains winch bear the same name, and to make the place 
Ins prmcipal depot for stoies and provisions To estimate the diffi- 
culties of a campaign in Hindustan, and especially m Mysore, it 
is necessary to considei the effect of the periodical lams whack fall 
in that country The south- western monsoon poms torrents ovei 
the Malabai Coast in the month of J une, while part of Mysore does 
not feel its effects till later m the year, owing to the range of the 
Ghauts, w’hich sepaiate the higher flora the lower districts. The 
lgnoiance of the Bntisk as to the epochs of the wet seasons w r as a 
source of great emban assment to Colonel Stuart’s detachment The 
streams which he had crossed on Ins nraich to besiege Palgaut be- 
came so sw r ollen, that he could with difficulty lejom the mam army, 
without having been able to effect his object Dmdigul, a place 
of some stiengtk and considerable importance, soon aftei fell into 
his hands, though he had been lepulsed when he endeavoured 
to storm the fort , but such was the terror inspired by the gal- 
lantly of the troops, both Euiopean and native, that the garrison 
offered to sunender nest morning, on terms which were leadily 
granted, as Colonel Stuart hdd exhausted his ammunition To 
Europeans the strength of forts like Dmdigul may appeal over- 
rated, but m fact, by natives, they aie almost inexpugnable In 
general they are situated on the summit of granite rocks, rising 
directly from the plam and not commanded in any direction, with 
at least two sides perpendiculai, and the others so easily scarped as 
to make it difficult for persons to clambei up, even when unopposed. 
The summit of these rocks is usually flat, sometimes of considerable 
extent, and almost always well supplied with water Palgaut was 
again attacked on September 21, and the garrison surrendered 
after two days of open trenches Meantime Sattunungul had been 
reduced by Colonel Eloyd, and Eroad by Colonel Oldham, and then- 
two coips then urnted. A cham of depots was thus occupied, and 
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General Modems hoped he should by this means be enabled to 
ascend the pass of Gujelhutty early in October 

The army was as yet divided mto three corps General Mod owe 
at Coimbatore, Colonel Floyd nearly sixty mdee m advance, and 
Colonel Stuart about thirty miles m the rear Early m September 
Tippoo made arrangements to attack Colonel Floyd, and on the 
13th he crossed the river Bakvany, and encountered a detachment 
of cavalry sent to reconnoitre. 1 11 Tippoo s force far outnumbered 
them and but for the judgment and gallantry of the commanding 
officer the corps would have suffered severely It was however in 
dispensable to effect a retreat, which was done In admirable order 
On the 14th they were overtaken by Tippoo, and an action ensued, 
to the advantage of the English, whose succeffl may be partially 
attributed to an unfounded report that (xeneral Medows had joined 
them. Two days after the junction was actually effected to tho 
great relief of Colonel Floyd, whose men were in total want of sup- 
plies, and oven of surgeons, of whom two had been killed in the 
action.’ Tho army being now all united at Coimbatore, marched 
m pursuit of the enemy but General MedowH found it impossible 
to overtake them, and he moved to Eroad, from whence Tippoo 
bad turned to the southward, having it m contemplation to double 
back on Coimbatore, m hopes of capturing the stores m that place 
but Colonel Hartley having thrown m a large reinforcement, the 
Sultan took the direction of Darapooram, which surrendered 
October 8 after a very alight resistance. 

Having placed Coimbatore m a respectable state of defence, 
General MedowB ogam proceeded m pursuit of Tippoo, forded the 
Caven, and encamped on the high ground overlooking BaramahaL 
He was most anxious to effect a junction with Colonel Maxwell 
who had earlier m the year brought a very considerable corps from 
Calcutta, a distance of 1200 miles, hnd bad smee been occupied in 
watching the pa»es which lead directly from Mysore mto the Car 
natic. Several weeks had elapeed since any intelligence of him 
had been received and when (November 16) General Jledowa 
arrived on his ground, and saw an encampment six miles off no 
doubt was entertained that Colonel Maxwell was in sight. It proved 
however to be Tippoo at the head of his army who had had some 
hope of attacking the two corps separately but when he found that 
they were so near to each other (about thirty miles) he struck his 
tents, and by a rapid march secured the pass of Pah oode. As soon 

1 Olootl Flnja oorp. capital 11 00 «*- qTO* IBth,and rorfaWof K*Urec*TilrT 
EaropMi «ad N»Ut*, 1700 bi&nlrj *ad * The Iw b-d been 4M kfll*d «nd wotW 

1 1 jnm. The irtacfairarit «o*ktrd of 3 troop* European aod K»lhr«, *nd dx fttn* wet 
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as tlie two English Geneials had effected their junction, winch they 
did the following day near Caveiipatam, they lesolved to move 
towaids the pass of Tapoor On the 18th they overtook Tippoo, 
and possibly had they attacked at once they might have gamed im- 
portant advantages , hut the giound was veiy lough, many lavmes 
impeded the movements of the tioops, and though Colonel Stuart 
anxiously lequested permission to mteicept the enemy as they weie 
enteiing the pass in gieat confusion, less energetic counsels pre- 
vailed, and Tippoo was allowed to ascend the pass almost without 
loss Availing himself of this immunity, the Sultan rapidly moved 
towards Tnchmopoly, a very weak post, but containing extensive 
stoies. Owing to the sudden using of the Caven, an immediate 
attack could not take place , and the approach of Geneial Medows 
compelled Tippoo to abandon his entei prise 

The danger of Tnchmopoly had pi evented Geneial Medows from 
canymg the war into .the enemy’s country, which he had proposed 
to do Lord Cornwalhs arrived at Madias Decembei 12, took the 
command, and oideied the whole army to maicli towaids that place 
The letieat of Tippoo was maiked by acts of cnielty and destruc- 
tion. His tioops suffeied most severely fiom the lams, which fell 
with great violence in the district thiougli which they were moving, 
while the English, though at no gieat distance, entuely escaped 
their injurious effects. His lepulse fiom Tiagai, and his captuie 
of Tnnomalee, w r lucli was attended vutli circumstances of most 
horrid baibanty, were the last events' of this campaign Chrono- 
logically speakmg they belong moie piopeily to 1791, 

Though the supei cession of Geneial Medows might naturally 
have been expected to give him much annoyance, nothing could 
exceed Ins coidiality, his affectionate regard foi Loid Cornwallis, 
and his anxiety to carry out the oideis he received It i effects the 
highest credit both on lnm and on Loid Com walks that they should 
have acted together throughout the lest of the wai on terms of the 
utmost confidence and most sincere friendship 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry 

D ear Jx&IES, ' Calcutta, Jan 6, 1790 

It gives me great pleasure to date a lettei m the year 1790, 
for I hope and trust that will be the last yeai m which I shall date 
letters from Bengal I am however anxious to hear that a suc- 
cessor is appointed , for although I have declared positively, and 
have authorised Mi Shore to confirm it, that I will not stay here 
longer than the beginning of 1791, yet I have too much patriotism 
VOL i 2 i 
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to leave the government of this country m the weak hands of 
who m six months would undo all I have been doing for upwards 
of four years. I hope this matter will be docoded before the last 
ship of the season is to sail, but if it should not I will wnte to you 
fully on the subject You may perhaps smile at my scruples, but I 
am much in earnest where the internets of my country are at stake. 
It is needlees to trouble you with a recapitulation of what 1 said m 
my two last letters about my private affairs, hut I cannot too often 
repeat how much I feel myself obliged to you for your kind atten- 
tion to them 

I hare sent you a ppe of Madeira by the Ead of Oxford India 
man, which I believe to be very good. I am, &c^ 

Cornwallis. 

MaJOH-G KXERA L GhksYILLX TO Kart. GnmTW ATJ.nl 
[itetaind Jnu 1790 ] 

My dear Lord wind** Ool y 4th, nso 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that His Majesty 
is at present m perfect good health and spirits. His expedition to 
Weymouth and the sea bathing has had the desired effect m bracing 
him up and restoring him to his former good state of health. He is 
returning by degrees to all his old habits and amusements, with a 
fixed determination to avoid all exoees of fatigue and abstinence, 
Ac. which were certainly in great measure the cause of his late 
illness. As I have an opportunity of seeing a great deal 

of His Majesty, your Lordship may depend upon the above good 
account of him being perfectly true and just in every particular 
In short, I think he is now so thoroughly re-established m his 
health, that there is not the smallest ground for any apprehension 
of a relapse. 

The accounts I have to send you of another great personage are 
pretty much the same as when I last wrote. Yon will moat likely 
have heard before this of the famous duel between Turn and Lennox. 1 
I shall not pretend to enter mto the particulars of it and I behove 
the leas that is said about it so much the better for both parties. The 
spirit of party and politicks was so extremely high at that moment, 
and people e passions so much on the gxa tatw, that what at other tunes 

1 Tli* Doit d York had ■fcld, Qmt expra- Colcnel L wttmtt. Lord Ilawtlac ■JwAji 
Ow bad b« u»l to CoVmd L*»cx_r the that bj dafartot tha rfrial fcr flrfaj, aod 
LU Ddka of Bkhmcod) at ftmWany’* Glah, thai i«*Wring Caba*l Lnmax aim umI^J 
to which BO MdlHQtti wight toaaWt. The b* l»d »Tod th« U& d the Doha, Trhca* «rf 
dtwl took P|W» May Sflj Lord flawdco n, ww carried mr br hi. ommt . UlL 
•ecowl to the Duka, and Lord WlachOm t 
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might lia\o boon looked upon as nothing moie Ilian some unguarded 
expressions, and winch, as I understand, had often passed befoie this 
unnoticed, were now icgaidcd ns of too serious a nntuic to be over- 
looked. and not to bo pul up with fiom one gentleman to the otliei. 
The Duke’s behnuoui m the hold was certainly such ns did him 
honour for coolness and jici •'Oiml com ago How far he was light 
in the Hid instance I shall not pictend to say, and hn\e always le- 
framed fiom giving any ojmnon, or c\on talking upon the subject 
In legaul to foreign and domestic news I hn\e but little to com- 
muiucate Everything goes on lieie ns well ns we can wash, and 
ns bad as we can wish m France, m a political mow ; for in onothei 
light it would be shocking to human nature to wish so ill even to 
our worst enemies. It is imagined things cannot possibly go on 
much longei without its coming to sonic violent cusis, famine and 
hankruptc) stare them m the face ; no man’s life 01 property is 
secure; how* it will end the Lord knows; at all events it will take 
a i ery considerable time befoie the country can possibly i ecovei 
fiom the blow* it has received The miser)* of the poor individuals 
is beyond all description, and highly deserving our pity and com- 
miseration I have howevei tho consolation to think that it has 


most likely been the means of pievenf mg a geneial wni, as I behev e 
had Fiance been in any tolciablc situation, she would, eithei openly 
or underhand, have taken some pait m the present war upon the 


Continent 


Ever youis, &c , 


R G-kenyille 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway 
SlR, Calcutta, Jan 28, 1790 

From youi being m the neighbourhood of the Carnatic, you 
wall have been informed before now that Tippoo has committed 
hostilities against our Ally, the Rajah of Travancore , and as tins 
act is a flagrant violation of the late treaty of peace with the 
Company, we considei ouiselves called upon by a legard for our 
interest and honour, to take immediate and yigoious measures to 
exact the fullest repaiation for it 

I have so much confidence m your vigilance and zeal, as to be 
persuaded that you have alieady used your endeavours to inspire 
the Nizam and his Minister, with a disposition to entei into engage- 
ments to co-operate heartily with us m this war, and I desire that 
you will obtain an audience of botb of them as soon as possible, to 
notify the infraction of the treaty, and that you will on that, as 

2 i 2 
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\rell as all other proper occasions, spare no pains to paint in its 
proper colours the faithless character of Tippoo, and to explain to 
them the great advantages which they may derive ppon this occa 
mon, by forming a close connexion with this Government 

Should they suppose that we ore diffident of our own strength 
no arguments of yours would be sufficient to induce them to 
embark with ns m the war Ton will therefore, at the time you 
invite his Highness to give an unequivocal proof of the sincerity of 
his attachment and friendship for the Company inform him, that 
os the powers of this Government will be immediately exqrted to 
support the war m the Carnatic, we entertain no doubt of our 
being able to brmg it to a speedy and honourable issue, but that 
it would be highly grateful to us, if lie would determine to make an 
early de clar ation m our favour And as an inducement for him to 
adopt that resolution, you are at liberty to stipulate with him m 
the name of this Government, that we will not conclude a peace 
with Tippoo without securing to him a full participation of the 
advantages that may be obtained by the war and that being now 
set at liberty by Tippoo s broach of the treaty we will enter into 
defensive alliance with him, for the mutual guarantee against 
Tippoo, of the territories that may be possessed by the respective 
parties when the war shall be termmhted. 

Tour own good sense and your knowledge of the dispositions 
and characters of his Highness and his Minister will suggest to yon 
the proper arguments to be made use of upon this occasion 
amongst others yon will state, that should hia Highness decline or 
delay to make the above-mentioned declaration, it cannot be 
expected by him, that we shall take a concern about his interests 
in any negotiation with Tippoo and, after reminding him of the 
general spirit of justioe and moderation by which all our conduct 
has been actuated, yon will particularly offer to his attention the 
crrcumstancee of tho present quarrel which must appear to him os 
the clearest evidence of our thinking it incumbent upon ns to dis- 
charge our engagements with our Allies, with the strictest honour 
and punctuality 

I am not at present prepared to decide on the mode m which 
bis Highness could co-operate with ns in the most beneficial manner 
for promoting the suocees of the common cause, even if he should 
be prevailed upon to make tho declaration that we wish but I am 
inclined to think that lie would most effectually assis t us by for 
making a body of his best cavalry to act with our army and by 
employing the remainder of his farce, either m attacking some of 
tho most defenceless ports of Tippoo s dominions, or in sujiporting 
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an\ of Ins subjects 01 tiibutnues who innj lesolvo to take that 
oppoi (unity to shake oft* their dependence on him. 

In addition to the othei steps that }ou arc to take upon this 
occasion. I de-mo that you will encourage e\ery advance that may 
be made to )ou by any of Tippoo’s tiilnitancs or sublets, to form 
connexions with the Company, and that )ou will employ Meci 
Zem Alabadicn Caw it (who came from Poonah), or any other 
person that \ oil may judge capable of lendcimg useful services, 
eitliei m jnoi urmg intelligence of Tippoo’s designs, or in peisuadmg 
any of his mmisteis 01 pimcipal oihceis to abandon him, and to act 
under om dnections m cndeaiommg to oveitum his powci, and 
whatever engagements you shall contiact with persons of that de- 
scription, shall be punctually fulfilled 

Considerable lemfoicements of tioops will be despatched imme- 
diately to Madias and it is also my determination to repair tlieie 
m person, with as much expedition ns ciieumstaiices will admit, to 
take a tcmpoiaiy ehaige of the Giul and Military affairs at that 
Piesidency You are theiefoic m futuie to despatch two copies of 
all) oui public letteis — one directed to me, and to be fonvaided 
under covei to the Secietnry of Go\ eminent at Madras, and the 
othei directed to the Goieinor-Genernl m Council at Bengal , and 
) ou are from time to time to communicate everything that you 
may tlimk of consequence to be Imowm by them, to the Kesident 
at Poonah, and with Madagce Scmcba, and to the Governments of 
Madras and Bombay I am> & c<j 

Coen wallis 

A letter was written the same day to Mr. Malet, desnmg him 
to uige upon the Pesbava the advantage he would derive from join- 
ing coidially m hostilities against Tippoo, and informing him that 
Captain Kennaway was instructed to pi ess the Nizam to take a 
snndai course, and Majoi Palmer to endeavour to obtain assistance 
from Smdia and Holkar 

Minute of the Governor-General 

Feb 5, 1790 

The Members of the Board were apprised on the day after 
the accounts aiTived from Madras, that Tippoo Sultan had com- 
mitted actual hostilities against om ally the Bajah of Travaneoie , 
that m the cutical situation m which the Company’s affairs appeared 
to he in the Carnatic, I looked upon it as a duty which I ow r ed to 
my country, to lay aside all conoideiations of my own personal ease 
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or responsibility or even of what the ousting laws might specifically 
authorise, and to deter min e immediately to proceed to the coast os 
soon as mig ht bo possible, to take a temporary charge of the Oml 
and Military affair s at the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

I have already communicated to the Board that, exclusive of 
othpr reasons, I thought myself called upon to take eo decided a 
step, from its being consistent with my knowledge that there iras 
not a sufficient harmony and mutual confidence between the Civil 
and Military departments, and that there was on evident backward 
ness in the Civil port of the Government to consult the officer com 
■mnnfling the troops under that Presidency or to avail itself of his 
experience and opinions m making preparations and arrangements 
for carrying on a war 

It is a justice due to the real and attention of Colonel Musgrave, 
and it is equally necessary in explanation of the grounds on whioh 
I had formed my belief of the wont of vigour and lun on m con 
ducting the pnhho affairs in the Carnatic, that I should lay before 
the Board the four accompanying letters dated the 26th and 31st 
of December and 5th and 10th of January last, which I lately 
received from Colonel Mnsgrave, and from which I was led to 
apprehend that jealousies ami distrusts between the Oml and Mali 
tary powers might soon arrive at such an height as to occasion a 
renewal of calamities, whioh, under similar circumstances, happened 
at the beginning of the last war with Tippoo s father, and were so 
ruinous in their consequences to the general interests of Britain, as 
well as to those in particular of the Honourable Company 

The Board will likewise be sensible, that the inattention, almost 
amounting to disregard, which has been shown by the Madras 
Government to some of our late instructions an points of great 
importance, is highly deserving of our severe reprehension, and could 
not fail to operate as an additional reason in my min d for enter 
taming great doubts of the good disposition or ability of that Go- 
vernment to support and maintain the public interests and honour 
at this critical period. 

Under the impressions that I have described, I thought myself 
called upon by a sense of duty to the Company as well as by on 
attention to the general interests of my country, to stand forth and 
endeavour to avert the misf ort une s with which negligence and mis- 
conduct, or jealousies between the Civil and Military departments 
might be attended. 

With tlmt view and upon the ground of state necessity, it was 
ray intention to take the responsibility of an irregular measure 
upon myself and to propose that the Board should invest me with 
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full powers to take a temporal charge of the Civil and Military 
a flans at the Presidency of Poit St George, by exeicismg the 
functions of Governor as well os those of Commandei-m- Chief. 

I have been Inghly gratified with the waim approbation which 
the members of the Board bestowed upon that determination, and 
with the leady concurrence winch they gave to its being commu- 
nicated to the Government of Bombay, and to the Residents at the 
Couits of the country poweis, befoie the hurry of othei business 
would admit of its being put m any other form upon our public 
records. 

It is, howevei, with gieat satisfaction, that I congratulate the 
Boaid upon the ainval, m the mean tune, of the advices by the 
‘Vestal’ fugate, by winch we have been informed that the Com- 
mission appointing Geneial Medows to he Governor of Poit St 
Geoige was on board that vessel, and as the ‘Vestal’ proceeded 
from Ajengo to Bombay on the 3rd ultimo, there is every reason to 
hope that he wall be able to take chaige of Ins Government befoie, 
01 at least as soon as, it w r ould have been possible foi me to have 
reached Madras. 

The grounds upon which I formed my fiist resolution aie theie- 
fore m a great measure, or perhaps entirely, done away For as it 
would have been incompatible with the station which I hold m 
this countiy to have rendeied myself m any way suboidmate to 
the Government of Madras, — and as General Medows is a man of 
acknowledged ability and cliaractei, and regularly invested by the 
Court of Directors with the offices of Governor and Commander-In- 
Chief at the Presidency of Port St Geoige — I will not venture to 
say that by relinquishing the immediate direction of the Supreme 
Government after a knowledge of the appomtment of General 
Medows, I should not be justly exposed to blame and censure for 
executing a determination, which had been made a few days before, 
under the belief of the existence of very different circumstances , 
and which from the motives that had actuated me in the first 
instance, might have been entitled to commendation As it will 
appear upon other parts of our proceedings, that I had adopted the 
above-mentioned resolution, and that the measure had leceived the 
sanction of the other members of Government, I have thought 
that it would be regular on this occasion to record the reasons 
which prompted me to do it, as well as the considerations which 
have induced me to lay it entmely aside, unless new r circumstances 
should arise to call upon me to resume it 
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Kart, CoBHWALUS TO THE R 10 ITT Hoi HejTBT D UVD AS. 

Dear Sir, o«kott*, v b 7 17&0 

The face of affairs m tins country is much changed since I 
wrote to you on the 9th ultimo, I then did not believe that Tippoo 
would, commit actual hoetditiee cither against the Company or the 
Rajah of Trnvanoore nor do I still think that he would have 
ventured to do it, if he had not been encouraged by the weakness 
of the Hod ms Government. 

The severe and unexpected check he met with cm the 29th of 
December (for he certainly ought, according to all military rules, to 
have succeeded), if it had been followed up with spirit on our part, 
might have been attended with the happiest consequence but such 
conduct was not to be expected from a Governor like Mr Holloed, 
who, although wo told him in explicit terms on the 29th of August 
and 18th of November last, that if Tippoo committed any act of 
hostility against the Nabob of A root, or the Eajah of Tra van core, 
he should immediately oongider himself at war with that Prince, 
has since the attack of the Rajah a lines remarried m a state of 
perfect maotmty Nor has Mnsgruve been able to prevail upon 
him to take that most necessary measure of securing draught and 
carnage bullocks, the neglect of which, if Tippoo s horse break into 
the country will put it out of the power of any General to carry on 
an offensive war 

However irregular or inconvenient it might be for me to leave 
Bengal, especially in such hands os I have formerly described, I 
determined not to wait patiently here for the account of the loss of 
the Carnatic, and was preparing to embark in the Houghton In 
duunan for Madras, when I heard that the ‘Vestal frigate had 
touched at Ajengo on the 8rd of January on her way to Bombay 
and that it carried General Medows’s appointment to the Govern 
ment of Fort St, Georg a. 

If I could have thought myself at liberty to have followed my 
own private molmatioiis, you may easily conceive that it would 
have led me to have taken the field against Tippoo, instead of 
remaining here at the daily and constant drudgery of conducting 
the business of this country in which, after the loea of Mr Shore 
and Mx Charles Grant, I really have very little official assistance 
but I did not think that such a step could have been justified either 
in point of duty to my country or delicacy to Medows, whom I 
must of course ha\ e superseded as a Governor both in his Civil and 
hunt arj capacity 
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You will see by my public letteis the measmes that, we hai e 
ahead}' adopted, and you may be assmed that no exeition shall be 
wanting on my pait to bung this business to a happy issue, and 
that if it should appeal that the public seivice would be essentially 
benefited by my going to the coast, I shall not be alarmed at 
incurring the lesponsibihty of so megulai an act In the mean 
time, I haTe the mortification of seeing the fiuits of the laboui 
of thiee yeais and a half likely to be destroyed m a few months 
by the mciease of oui debt, and the use of the discount on our 
paper, etc 

We shall transmit by this ship the orders foi the Bengal settle- 
ment, and I must beg that you will lead with attention my second 
minute on tlus subject, ns well as the letters annexed m an ap- 
pendix , it is too long to admit of my sending you a private copy 
of it by tlus conveyance I am on tins pomt lenlly an enthusiast, 
from a perfect conviction that the future happiness of this country 
depends on a fixed and unalterable assessment of the land levenue, 
without which it cannot prosper I understand fiom a vanety of 
quarters, that Hollond is despised and execiated by the whole 
settlement of Fort St George, and accused of the giossest pecula- 
tion and corruption. It is always difficult m tins country to obtain 
proof of pecumaiy delinquency against any man m powei, as such 
transactions aie conducted m the name of native seivants or 
agents, who, although they aie great rogues m othei lespects, 
make it a point of lionoui on these occasions not to betray then 
mastei. I have liowevei had some overtures made to me on this 
head, and I shall spaie no pains to procure the means of bringing 
such an offender to justice I should now be inclined to say you 
had better stick to your plan of Military Governors, and have done 
with the Civil line, if I did not lem ember that there have been 
some military characters m this country that have not been very 
correct I hope however at all events, that Medows will be my 
successor, — not that I mean to run away whilst the house is on fire, 
for, much as I wish to return to England next year, I would not do 
it unless the Company’s possessions were m a state of security. 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Direotoes 

Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, Feb 8 , 1790 

Should any new events occur on the coast to pro- 
duce an appeal ance of a necessity of my going theie, I shall still 
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think it incumbont upon me to execute my first intention* and you 
will have an opportunity of observing by tho proceedings of the 
Board, that I liave in the mean tune recommended all tho Military 
and Political measures which seem to be calculated to exact ample 
reparation from Trppoo for his flagrant breach of the treaty of 
peace, and bo bring the contest with him to a speedy and on 
honourable issue. 

An equal attention to efficiency and economy has been observed 
in the plan for augmenting your troops at the different Preei 
dencies, and the reinforcements and supplies which will proceed 
immediately from hence to Madras, will I trust put it in General 
Modows s power to not offensively against Trppoo with promptitude 
and snoceea. 

Ton will observe from our Proceedings, that we conceived that 
we have had reason to disapprove of Borne parts of the late conduct 
of the Government of Fort St George bet as we have required 
explanations from that Government of some of those acts which we 
have considered as principally blameable, I shall defer giving any 
decided opinion upon them until those explanations shall be laid 
before the Supreme Board. 

Much of my time and attention has been occupied in directing 
the variety of arrangements which the late occurrences have 
required, but I have been anxious at the same tone that the 
measures which have been long m agitation far preparing the 
best plans in our power to make a ten years settlement of the 
land revenues of these provinces, should suffer no material inter 
rnption. 

The different objects with which I am at present occupied, do 
not admit of my touching up on any of the other heeds of tho 
pubbo business but I cannot conclude this letter without assuring 
you, that notwithstanding the notice that I gave you last year of 
my intention to resign this Government m the course of the ensuing 
season, and the many reasons that press me to execute that deter 
munition, I shall thmk it my duty to waive all personal ccmsidfira 
bona, and to re ma in m my present station whilst I can see any 
good reason to suppose that my presenoe m this country would 
essentially contribute to the security of your possessions, or mate- 
rially to promote the general prosperity of your affairs. 

I have, &c, 

Cobnwallis. 
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Till Go\ 1 I XOK-Gl M IvAti IN CobXUI, TO Till GOVI KNOIl IN COUNCIL, 

Four Si Gioioi 

JIOXOUKMIU: PlK, Pci) 8,1790 

Wc Hull forbear on fins occasion to declare any decided 
opinion on the ''•objects winch wc ‘hall state, but the duty winch we 
owe to our count in as well as to the Honourable Company, obliges 
us to call upon \ou foi explanations of cei tain parts of join late 
conduct, which we mud acknowledge appeal to ns in a very dis- 
.uhantageous light 

From the general situation of the political affairs of this 
count n, it seemed to be highly improbable a short tnno ago that 
Tippoo would Ncntmc to foice us into a wai ; but upon the sup- 
position of that CNcnt being possible, wc prescribed a line foi 
jour conduct undei ceitam contingencies that wcic specified, m 
terms which wc conceded to be so cleai ns not to admit of mis- 
consti uction 

We dnected in our letter dated the 29th of August last, that /$ 
if )ou should receive certain information that Tippoo had imaded / 
any part of the dominions of the Nabob of Aicot, oi of the Rajah J 
of Traiancorc jou nvcio to consider him from that moment as at j 
war with the Company. 

These directions were repeated in onr lettei dated the 13th of 
Non ember, and the instructions contained in both letters ivere also 
explicit, that from the day on which it appealed that we should be 
under the necessity of engaging in a w ai with Tippoo, m conse- 
quence of Ins committing actual hostilities against eithei of our 
above-mentioned allies, the payments to the Nabob of Ai cot’s 
private cieditois, and all steps for the provision of an investment 
foi Europe at youi Presidency should immediately cease, m order 
that those funds might, with the other pecuniary lesouices of the 
Carnatic, be applied accoidmg to the intention of the Court of 
Directors to defray the exigencies of the war. 

We likewise gave our sentiments fully m our letter dated the 
13th of November, on the circumstances that had been laid befoie \ 
us respecting the Rajah of Travancore’s purchase of the forts of l 
Cranganore and Jacottah from the Dutch, and our orders were I 
positive, that if those forts belonged originally to the Portuguese / 
and were made over by them to the Dutch, and if the Dutch held j 
the independent possession of them without any reserve of allegiance f 
oi stipulations of dependence upon the Rajah Of Cochin, who is [ 
tiibutary to Tippoo, the tiansfei of them by the Dutch to the 
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Rajah of Travail core Bhoald be deemed valid and just, and the 
Rajah s possession mam tamed and defended. 

Notwithstanding the above instructions, you thought proper m 
your letter dated the 3rd of January to lay down principles as 
being in your opinion founded on the laws of nations, respecting 
the transaction between the Rajah and the Dutch, which militate 
agamst the spirit of our orders, and which we conceive it was not 
regularly within your province to discuss, as you are not responsible 
for the measure that was directed. 

We were also surprised to observe by the enclosures which 
accompanied that letter that what you wrote to Tippoo m con 
sequence of our instructions of the 13th of November la only m 
part oonformable tp thorn as you do not acquaint him that we had 
determined to assist the Rajah of Travancore m the defence of the 
forts of Oranganore and Jacottah, if it should appear upon inves- 
tigation that the Dutch did possess an independent right to dispose 
of them. 

But it gave us the most serious concern to find that the letters 
which you sent at the same time to Mr Powney, the Resident of 
Travancore, and to the Rajah himself, are not only silent on the 
above determination which we had communicated to yon, but are 
couched m terms calculated to discourage a faithful ally m the 
defence of his own country against an enemy who was within a few 
miles of his frontiers, and with the insolence and violence of whose 
character yon have long been fully acquainted. 

It has also come under our observation, that posterior to the 
time of your having received information that Tippoo had com 
mitted actual hostilities agamst the Rajah of Travancore, by attaok 
mg his lines on the northern frontier of his dominions on the 29th 
of December last, yon have continued to advertise m the public 
newspapers for proposals for furnishing you with certain articles to 
a very considerable amount, for an investment for Europe , and by 
letters which the Commander m -Chief has received from the com 
man ding officers of the troops under ycrur Presidency, and laid 
before this Board, it appears to us, that although you had issued 
orders for a large body of troops to hold themselves in readiness to 
take the field at the shortest notice, and that a considerable detach- 
ment should march from the centre, for the purpose of reinforcing 
the southern division of your army, yon had, after Tippoo b flagrant 
infraction of the late treaty of peace waa known at your Pres 
denov informed Colonel Mnsgrare that it was to be understood 
that bullocks were not to bo provided far the Ordnance at Wain 
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jab.id till fiirfhei oidcis. mul \\e saw (lint rcsfnefion with the moie 
surpu^e. ns it had been so recently Aerified by the military opeia- 
tions of tlie l.dc wai in the Carnatic, that a disappointment, m that 
biancli of supply would lcndei all olhci preparations foi active field 
sen ice nearly nugatoiy and useless. 

After having thus enuniciatcd tlie pnits of yom late public 
conduct which hn\e appealed to us in a disadvantageous light, we 
have now to requne that vou will assign vour leasons foi with- 
holding the mfoimation fiom the Resident at Tiavancore, and fiom 
the Hawaii himself, that we should assist m maintaining and defend- 
ing the foils of Cianganoie and Jncottali, if it should he pioved 
upon investigation that those foils had been independent Dutch 
possessions befoie the count ly of Cochin became tnbutaiy to the 
Mysoio Government for continuing to take steps for piomotnig 
an investment foi Em ope, and for delaying to oidei a sufficient 
number of draught and carnage bullock*?, foi tlie pui pose of en- 
abling the troops to act with vigoui m the field, aftei it was 
known to you that Tippoo had attacked the Knjnli of Tiavancoie’s 
lines on the 29th of Decembei last being measures m which you 
seem to have acted m disiegaul 01 contradiction of om repeated 
instructions, by which vou weie directed to look upon Tippoo, if ho 
should commence hostilities against cilhei of oui allies, the Nabob 
of Arcot or the Ilajah of Tutvancoie, as at wai with the Company 

We have tlie honour to be, &c 


Earl Cornwallis to thl Right Hon Henry Dundas 

Dear Sin, Calcutta, Feb 12, 1790 

I have had so fiequent occasions to expiess my sentiments 
to you with iegard to Mr Chailes Giant, that I need not repeat 
upon introducing him to you, how much I am personally obliged 
to him, oi how much the East India Company and Ins country aie 
indebted to Ins zealous sei vices and superior abilities 

I must beg of you foi my sake to leceive him with all possible 
kin dness and attention, and I should recommend it to you foi 
your own, to converse with him frequently upon every part of the 
business of this countiy lam &c, 

CornvvAllis 
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Earl Cornwall is to tee Bishop of Licotfield utd Coventry 
Dead James, c*icntt», Frf> 13,1700 

The unprovoked attack winch Tippoo has made upon our ally 
the Rajah of Tra van core has, much against my inclination, forced 
ns into a war, and I was preparing to take the command upon the 
coast when we received the account of General Medows a appoint 
ment to the Government of Fort St George. I wish it had 
arrived either three months sooner or three months later in the 
first case I believe we should have had no war for I am convinced 
that Tippoo was encouraged by the weakne® and corruption of Mr 
Holland 8 Government , and m the second, without any disparage- 
ment to Medows, whose character and abilities I highly respect, I 
think I could for a time have conduoted the Civil and Military busi- 
ness of the Carnatic with more ease and advantage than he oould, 
from the greater experience I have had in the general a ffa irs of 
India. I must now be satisfied with being Medows’s commissary to 
furnish him with men, money and stores to get no share of credit 
if things go well, and a large proportion of blame if they do not 
succeed. All this I feel severely but I oould not think it justifiable 
to leave my own Government in order to supersede Buch a man us 
Medows. 

This misfortune is likely to keep me another year in this 
country and I should wish everything to be sent out as usual, 
unless I should have an opportunity of contradicting it. Borne 
letters, newspapers, and magannes may, by woy of precaution, be 
Bent to St. Helena. 

If I should not come home, Brome might stay at Eton till he 
is seventeen and a half, winch will be about Easter, 1762, and then 
if war still keeps me m India, for nothing else ahaTl, he might go 
abroad with his tutor m the manner yon proposed. 

It is a melancholy tath to write all this, and to see all the effects 
of my economy, and the regulations of the finances which coet me 
to ctuM labour dcttroytd tn a few month But I am pretty well 
mured to the crosses and vexations of this world, and so long as 
my conscience does not reproach me with any blame, I have for 
titude enough to bear up against them. 

Toms, dc., 

Cornwallis. 
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Karl Cornwallis to Colonel Musgraye 


Dear MuSGRAVE, Calcutta, Feb 17, 1790 

Cnpiam Maitland 1 wns so desirous to go to the const, that 
if it lind been thought neeessmy at piesentto Imre continued the 
establishment of a Major of Bugade to the King’s tioops m Bengal, 
I am suie lie would have lesigned the offico rather than have 
lemained here ; but ns theie is a vacancy of a Major of Bugade at 
Madras, I luue an opportunity of indulging Ins ardour foi service 
without its occasiomng the loss of his office, and have accordingly 
appointed him 

With every good disposition towaids Sir George Leith, 2 1 could 
not have hi ought myself to consent to Ins having the office, as I 
have gieat lenson to believe that theie w T as a pecuniary agieement 
between lnm and the late Major of Bugade, and bemg convinced 
that a more ruinous practice cannot be introduced mto the service 
than that of buying and selling the Staff appointments, I shall ever 
flunk it my duty to set my face m the most determined manner 
against such a ti affic . . . 

What a piecious time have we lost T If eveiy exeition had 
been used to put the army m motion Horn the moment that you 
heaid of the commencement of hostilities, as our repeated oideis m 
the cleaiest manner directed, it is possible that by this time Tippoo 
might have written m an humblei stiam 

Theie has been no apathy on oui part, foi besides the three 
companies of your regiment, w r e have embarked a battalion of 
artillery, completed with healthy and chosen men, and m addition 
to foimei supplies and lemittances, the two Indiamen carry eight 
lacs of rupees m specie, and youi friend Cockerell 3 will be at Ma- 
sulipatam by the lattei end of Apiil, with six fine battalions of 
sepoys completed to ten compames each. j arQj & c ? 

CORNWALLIS 


1 Captain, afterwards the Right Hon 
Sir Thomas Maitland, G C B , a General, 
and Colonel 10th Regt Son of James, 7th 
Earl of Lauderdale, b 1760, d July 17, 
1824 He served in India by land, as well as 
by sea in the actions between Sir Edward 
Hughes and Suffrein, and was subsequently 
much employed on various other occasions 
M P for the Haddington boroughs from Nov 
1774 to Nov 1779, from Nov 1790 to May, 

1796, and from 1800 to Jan 1805, when he 
was made Governor of Ceylon, where he re- 
mained till Oct. 1811 He was a Commis- 
siouei of the Board of Control for a few 

months, 1804-5 In 1816 he went out ns 


Lord High Commissioner to the Ionian 
Islands, where by his firm and perhaps some- 
what peremptory conduct (although tempered 
with much real kindness), he acquired the 
sobriquet of “ King Tom ” He retained that 
situation till his death 

r Sir George Alexander Leith, Bart , then 
a Lieutenant, 71st Regt , afterwards a Major- 
General, and K C B , b 1766, d Jan 25, 
1842 , m Dec 10, 1798, Album, dau of 
Thomas Wnght Vaughan, Esq , of Moulsey 
8 Lieut -Colonel Cockerell, b Aug 10, 
1752, d Inly 6, 1798, unmarried He 
entered the army at the early age of 1 2 
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E arl Corxwallis to C W Mi let Esq. 

SlB, Fort WMhm F*b. 28, 1790 

Some considerable advantages have no donbt been expen 
enced by the system of neutrality, which the Legislature required of 
the Governments In this country but it has at the same tune been 
attended with the unavoidable inconvenience of our being constantly 
exposed to the necessity of commencing a war without having pre- 
viously secured the assistance of efficient Allies. 

The late outrageous infraction of the treaty of peace by Tippoo, 
furnishes a case in point. 

"We could not suffor the dominions of the Rajah of Travancore, 
who was included by name as our Ally m that treaty to be ravaged 
or insulted without being justly charged with pusillanimity or a 
flagrant breach of faith, and without dishonouring ourselves by that 
means, in the view of all the powers m India and as we have been 
almost daily obliged for several years past, to declare to the 
Marattas and to the Nizam, that we were precluded from contract 
ing any new engagements with them for affording them aid against 
the injustice or ambition of Tippoo I must acknowledge that we 
cannot claim as a right, the performance of those promises which 
the Marattaa have repeatedly made to co-opemto with us, whenever 
we should be forced into a war with that Prince. 

Sly dependence upon the support of both those powers upon 
the present occasion, is founded solely upon the expectation of their 
being guided by the common influence of passions, and by con 
adorations of evident interest, which ought to dispose them to sene 
a favourable opportunity with eagernees, to reduce the power of a 
Prince whose ambition knows no bounds, and from whom both of 
them have suffered number lees insults and injuries. 

Notwithstanding these inducements to engage readily with us 
in the war, I conceive it very possible that the Marattaa in par- 
ticular will endeavour to extort unreasonable stipulations from us 
for their co-operation. But if Tippoo shall receive no .European 
support, it will be the leas necessary for us to comply with demands 
of that description, os I trust that our own force will be sufficient 
to exact a full reparation from him for the violation of peace. 

But at the samo time, as the speedy termination of the war is 
not only a matter of the utmost consequence to the finances of the 
Company but will almost preclude a possibility of Tippoo bei n g 
a®l*ted or even encouraged, in consequence of any orders that this 
war may produce from France, I thought it right, in order to 
obtain the aid of the Marat tas, to offer them a defensive alliance 
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against Tippoo, to wlncli they would m reason and equity have a 
good title, if they were to take an active part with us, without 
having made such a pievious engagement 

I have no leason to believe that Tippoo has on this occasion 
acted in concert with the French Government m t his country , and 
the convulsed state of the affairs of that nation m Euiope renders it 
at least highly improbable that they will be inclined to come to an 
open rupture with us, by supporting a Prmce who has been noto- 
riously the aggressor. 

To provide however as much as may be possible against that 
contingency, I have requested of the Commodore, who has luckily the 
superiority in naval force, to keep a watchful eye upon all the mo- 
tions of the French m those seas, and I have also sohcited a friendly 
attention to the same object, of the Dutch Governor of Ceylon, who 
resents the behaviour of Tippoo to the settlement of Cochin, and 
has shown a disposition to take some concern about the Eajah of 
Tiavancore But should the French, contraiy to all present ex- 
pectation, determine to assist Tippoo, the co-op eiation of the 
Marattas would then become of so much more value to us, that it 
would be necessary on our part to be less difficult m assentmg to con- 
ditions which might be lequired for our obtaining it, and with the 
instructions already m possession,. I shall rely with great confidence 
on your ability and discretion, for conducting the negotiation with 
the Poonah Ministers, upon either of the above suppositions 

I cannot bring myself to imagine that either the Marattas or 
the Nizam could be persuaded to take an active part against us in 
conjunction with Tippoo , though it does not appear entirely impro- 
bable that they may at first receive our propositions for their de- 
claring m oui favour with some degree of coldness, either ivith the 
view to obtain more favourable conditions than we may be disposed 
to offer, or with that of allowing two Poweis who must be the 
objects eithei of then enmity or jealousy, to exhaust then strength 
m a struggle between themselves And as we have uniformly pro- 
fessed that unless Tippoo should violate the late treaty of peace, 
we were not at liberty to conti act any alliances of an hostile 
tendency to him, I do not think it absolutely impossible that the 
Marattas may have taken some steps, or have made' some pro- 
fessions of friendship, for the purpose of encouraging him to dis- 
engage us from the restraints that we have descnbed, by attackng 
oui ally the Eajah of Travancore 

I shall defer entering mto an examination of the most judicious 
mode of co-operating with, 01 directing the exertions of, the 
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Mamttaa against the common enemy until I can hear from yon m 
answer to my letter dated the 27th of ^anunry, because I should 
think it incumbent upon me to agree to almost any conditions of 
that nature, which they might appear determined to annex to their 
decision for making an immediate declaration m our favour 

I am, &c. 

CoranvALLis 


ArmrorX. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Heart Clinton 

SlR, Charlestown, June 30, 1780 

In my letter from Camden of tlie 2nd instant I had the honour to 
inform j r ou that I was employed in regulating the militia, and establishing 
some kmd of government in tins province , and I likewise mentioned the 
state and the steps that I had taken relative to our friends m North Carolina 
I will first proceed with the affairs of South Carolina As the different dis- 
tricts submitted, I, with all the despatch m my power, formed them into 
militia, and appointed field-officers, according to the old divisions of the pro- 
vince I invested these field-officers with civil as well as military power, as 
the most effectual means of preserving order and re-estabhshmg the King’s 
authority m this country I divided the mihtia into two classes , the first to 
consist of men above forty, and of certain property, family, or service This 
class to be depended upon for the preservation of order m their respective 
districts, and to do the patrole duty, but never to be called out, except in case 
of an insurrection or an actual invasion of the province The second class 
composed of younger men, not only to assist in the home duties, but liable to 
be called out for six of each twelve months to serve in either of the Carolmas 
or Georgia , promising, however, to call upon this class m such proportions as 
to occasion the least distress possible to the country This militia, both 
officers and soldiers, is composed of men either of undoubted attachment to 
the cause of Great Britain, or whose behaviour has always been moderate ; 
and the field-officers of the Bebel Militia, members of their council, assembly 
men, and acting magistrates, were ordered to go on their paroles to the islands 
on the coast between Charlestown and Beaufort, to remain there until their 
conduct and character could be inquired into, and that their presence m the 
country might not awe those that were inclined to return to their duty, and 
our friends from assuming the authority necessary to give vigour to our 
Government The rest of those that were notoriously disaffected, I ordered 
to be disarmed, and to remain at home on their parole, but subject, m heu of 
personal sei vices, to furnish moderate contributions of provisions, waggons, 
horses, &c , towards carrying on the war About this time I readily agreed to 
a proposal made by a Mr Hamson to raise a provincial corps of 500 men with . 
the rank of major, to be composed of the natives of the country between the 
Pedee and Wateree, and m which it is at present extremely probable that he will 
succeed 
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I hud advanced thus far -when I wu met on the 11th of thit month by two 
gentlcmsn, one of -whom had boon In an high station and both prinapaily 
oonoemod In the rebellion, who said thoy were oome to surrendar npon the 
proclamation of the Commissioner* of the lit of Jane However extra 
ordinary it might appear to them I waa forced to acknowledge that no pro- 
clamation of that date had been communicated to me, and that consequently 
I oould not aoqnleece in the terma of their proffered submission and Indeed, 
when I mw that proclamation, aa well oa ytrar Excellency ■ of the 3rd of Jane, 
which wai aoon after transmitted to me, I found that tlioso gentlemen had 
overstrained the meaning of the first, for after considering both, 1 thought 
myself at liberty to persevere In wndlng on parole to the Islands the field 
ofHcen of militia, the members of council assembly men, acting magistrate*, 
Ac., the first as Calling under the exception of the military line tn your 
Excellency’s proclamation, and the remainder aa under the description of 
those polluted with the blood of their fellow subject*, excepted by the pro- 
clamation of the Oommlasionera. This measure appeared absolutely Decenary 
for the security of the province, especially aa our bold is much loosened of a 
considerable number of people, who being notoriously dimffected, cannot 
with prudoooe be trusted with arms, and admitted Into the militia, but are dis- 
engaged from their parole* by the proclamation of the 3rd instant. The sub- 
mlsmon of General Williamson at Ninety-Six, whoee oapritulatian I Inclose with 
Captain Pans’ letter and the dispersion of a party of Rebels, who had assembled 
at an iron work on the north west border of the provinoe, by a detachment of 
dragoons and mflltla from Lieut. -Oolanal Turnbull, put an end to all resistance 
in South Carolina- 

After having made tho following disposition of the troops, I arrived in town 
on the fcfith Major M Arthur with the 71st Regiment, a troop of dragoens, 
and a six pounder, on the Cberaw Hill, with Orders to cover the riming of Major 
Harrisons corps, and to establish the militia In the district* on the Pedee the 
remainder of Lieut. -Colonel Webster a brigade, and the prorintnala that marched 
with me and Brown s corps remain at Camden, and Lleuk-Colouel Turnbull*, 
with some cavalry at Rocky Mount the whole under the command of Lord 
Rawdan. Lieut -Colonel Balfour ■ detachment is dispersed from the Forks of 
Santee by the dungarees to Ninety-Six whilst he and LlenL-Cokmel Innea, and 
MajoT Graham, are giving orders for the militia of those districts I have ordered 
Major Ferguson to visit every district in the province aa fiat aa they get the 
militia established, to procure lists of each, and to aee that my order* are carried 
into execution I apprehend that his cummlsifoo of major-commandant of a 
regiment of ndlltia, oan only take place in case a part of the 2nd class should be 
called out for service, the home duty being more that of a Justice of peace than of 
a soldier I hare given to the militia regiments temporary oammiasious, which 
rohap* your Excellency will find more convenient to confirm by a line In ytnr 
ncxt despatch, than to take the trouble of signing, as the number for the whole 
province will amount to some hundreds. I lave had some conversation* with 
Brigadier-General Patterson and Mr Simpson, and hare made a little progress in 
the arrangement of this place. 

In regard to North Carolina, J have established the meat satisfactory oorro- 
■poudence, and bare seen several people of credit and undoubted fidelity from 
that province thoy all agree hi ewurances of tho good disposition of a ccnri- 
dernhle body of tho Inhabitant*, tod of the impossibility of subsisting a body of 
troop* in that country till the harvest is over This reason, the heat of the 
* cmmeT and the unsettled atato of South Carolina, all concurred to convince roe 
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of the necessity of postponing offensive operations on that side until the latter 
end of August or beginning of September, and in consequence I sent emissaries 
to the leading persons amongst our friends, recommending in the strongest terms 
that they should attend to their liancst, prepare provisions, and lemain quiet 
until the King’s troops were read} to enter the province Notwithstanding these 
precautions, I am soiry to say that a considerable number of loy al inhabitants of 
Tryon county, encouraged and headed by a Colonel Moore, whom I know- 
nothing of, and excited by the sanguine emissaries of the very sanguine and 
imprudent Lieut -Colonel Hamilton, rose on the 18th instant without order or 
caution, and were in a few days defeated by General Rutherford, with some loss 
I still hope that this unlucky business will not materially affect the general 
plan, or occasion any commotions on the frontiers of this province The force of 
the enemy in North Carolina consists of about 1000 militia at Cross Creek, under 
General Caswell, 400 or 500 militia under General Rutherford, at or near 
Salisbury, and 300 Virginians m that neighbourhood under General Porterfield 
Mons Treville returned with information that he saw 2000 Maryland and Dela- 
ware troops at Hillsborough under Major-General Do Kalbe , othei accounts have 
conesponded with his, but I have since heard that the greatest part of the last 
have returned to Virginia 

After having thus fully stated the present situation of the two Carolmas, I 
shall now take the liberty of giving my opinion with respect to the practicabibty 
and the probable effect of further operations m this quarter, and my own inten- 
tions, if not otherwise directed by your Excellency 

I think that with the force at present under my command (except there 
should be a considerable foreign interference) I can leave South Carolina m 
security, and march about the beginning of September with a body of troops 
into the back part of North Carolina, with the greatest probability of reducing 
that province to its duty , and if this be accomplished, I am of opinion that 
(besides the advantage of possessing so valuable a province) it would prove an 
effectual barrier for South Carolina and Georgia, and could be kept, with the 
assistance of our friends there, by as few troops ns would be wanted on the 
borders of this province, if North Carolina should remain in the hands of our 
enemies , consequently, if your Excellency should continue to think it expedient 
to employ part of the troops at present m this province m operations m the 
Chesapeake, there will be as many to spare as if we did not possess North Caro- 
lina If I am not honoured with different directions from your Excellency before 
that time, I shall take my measures for beginning the execution of the above 
plan about the latter end of August or beginning of September, and shall apply 
to the officer commanding his Majesty’s ships for some co-operation by Cape Fear, 
which at present would be burdensome to the navy, and not of much importance 
to the service 

I have seen a letter from St Augustine, which mentions that two officers had 
amved there from Pensacola, who reported that Don Galvez was at Mobile when 
they came away, and short of provisions, and that o the * Mentor ’ had taken three 
Spamsh victuallers on them passage from the Havannah to Mobile, and brought 
them into Pensacola. 

I shall immediately, m compliance with the directions contained in your 
letter of the 8th of June, order proper people to examine the receipts granted 
for cattle previous to the taking of Charlestown, and to certify such as they 
think ought to be paid A great number of claims sie likewise made for pro- 
visions delivered to the troops through the Commissary of Captures, and for 
which no receipts were gn en These claims shall undergo the same examina- 
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tkn «i tho receipts, and shall dqpood upon sfcnllsr certificatee, You wtU be 
pleased to direct from -what ftmd tl>e wbolo sum, when ascertained, la to be 
paid. 

I opened tie Inclosed letter from Governor Tryon, but sa the point appears to 
me to be ont of the ocmmofi line of Indian business, and the serrloe mfTeri no 
lnoonvcniertoe from s little delay I herewith send Ur lloores letter to General 
Patterson on the subject, and bsve likewise directed Mr Moore to transmit his 
other pepera to New York for yonr Excellency’s determination. Mr Graham, 
Llout. -Govern or of Georgia, has presented an account of money advanced to 
refugees, to which la added a charge of twenty shillings per dlsm to the 24th of 
June, us Inspector of Refugees in Georgia bat u he Informs me that his com 
mission for that offloo Is not signed, I beg to know yonr pleasure whether his 
account Is to be allowed. I must likewise know whether the pay is to be oenti 
miod to the Oommlsasry of Captures, and if it Is, to what fund it la to be charged 
or if yonr intention fa that It should oease whilst the troops are inactive, whether 
you wish that when the troops take the field the office should be revived In tho 
persons of the present Commissioners. 

Judgo Pendleton, who, in his Judicial character committed a number of bar 
borons murders oo the persons of his Majesty's loyal subjects, 1 >sj escaped from 
his parole, and I find by returns which I called for that not less than 600 ccntl 
nental prisoners hare made their escape since the town was taken. I hare now 
taken measures which I hope will enable us to keep those that remain until an 
exchsngo oan take place 

Brigadier-General Patterned showed me a letter which be received from Major 
AncW relative to the general oocrt-martlal left with him, in which he expressed 
your desire that I should give my opinion of the proper objects of mercy or 
severity I must lammt the fate of tboee unhappy people who have been and 
must remain so long oanfined \ but as all those under eentenoe of death are con- 
victed of desertion snd carrying arms against their oountry I cannot bring myself 
to say that they are proper objects of mercy 

The morning that I left Camden I bad the honour to receive your Excel 
looey’s despatches and Instructions that bad been left in charge of Brigadier 
General Patterson. Your Excellency may depend on my utmost attention to 
ttam, and an my seal In fulfilling your wishes In every respect. The detach- 
ment of the 17th Dragoons will sail for New York with the first convoy which 
Oaptaln Henry informs me will be In a week or ten daye and now I think, 
having completely tired both your Excellency and myself, I shall only add that 
I have the honour to be. Am, 

CoaawAixiB. 


No n. 

Earn. CoHjrwALLiB to Loan Groans Gram -nr 
My Loan, s.**. as, mo- 

Your Lordahip will bare been Informed by Sir Henry Clinton of every 
thtag that passed In the province of South Carolina from the reduction of Charles- 
town to the defat of the corps under Colonel Burford by the great exertion and 
Talour of Lien t. -Colonel TaHeton 

Sir Henry socn afterwords embarked for New York, and appointed me to the 
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command of his Majesty’s forces m the southern provinces I was then at 
Camden, hut the corps with me being totally destitute of military stores, 
clothing, rum, salt, and other articles necessary for troops m the operations, of 
the field, and provisions of all kinds being deficient, almost approaching to a 
famine, m North Carolina, it was impossible for me to penetrate into that 
province before the harvest : I therefore employed myself m fixing posts of troops 
from the Pedee to the Savannah Rivers, to awe the disaffected and encourage the 
loyal inhabitants, and I took every measure in my power to raise some provincial 
corps, and to estabhsh a militia ns well for the defence, as for the internal govern- 
ment of South Carolina One provincial corps, to consist of 500 men, was put m 
commission to be raised between the Pedee and the Wateree, to he commanded 
by Mr Harrison with the rank of Major , and another of the same number was 
ordered to be raised in the district of Ninety-Six, to be commanded by Mr Cun- 
ningham, to whom, on account of his active loyalty for many years past, 1 gave 
the rank of Lieut -Colonel , and there appeared to be great reason to expect 
that both these corps would bo soon completed, as well as the first South Carolina 
regiment, which was composed of refugees who had now returned to their native 
country 

In the district of Ninety-Six, by far the most populous and powerful of the 
province, Lieut -Colonel Balfour hy his great attention and diligence, and by the 
active assistance of Major Ferguson, who was appointed Inspectoi -General of the 
militia of this province by Sir Henry Clinton, had formed seven battalions of 
militia consisting of above 4000 men, and entirely composed of peisons weH 
affected to the British Government, which were so regulated that they could with 
ease furnish 1600 men at a short notice for the defence of the frontier, or any 
other home sorvice But I must take this opportunity of observing that this 
militia can be of little use for distant nnlitaiy operations, as they will not stir 
without a horse, and on that account your Lordship will see the impossibility of 
keeping a number of them together without destroying the country Many bat- 
talions were likewise formed by myself and other officers, on the very extensive 
line from Broad River to Cheraws, but they were in general either weak, or not 
much to be rehed on for their fidelity 

In order to protect the raising of Harrison’s corps, and to awe a large tract t of 
disaffected country between the Pedee and Black River, I posted Major M ‘Arthur 
with the 71st Regiment and a troop of dragoons at Choraw Hill on the Pedee, 
where his detachment was plentifully supplied by the country with provisions 
of all kmds Other small posts were likewise established m the front and on 
the left of Camden, where the people were known to be ill disposed , and the 
mam body of the corps was posted at Camden, which, for this country, is reck- 
oned a tolerably healthy place, and where the troops could most conveniently 
subsist, and receive the necessary supplies of various kmds from Charlestown 
I likewise had settled good channels of correspondence with our friends m North 
Carolina, and had given them positive directions to attend to their harvests^ahd 
to remain quiet until I could march to their relief In this business I was greatly 
assisted by Governor Martin, from whose abilities and zeal for the service, I have 
on many occasions denved great advantages, and which I must beg that your 
Lordship will please to represent in the strongest terms to his Majesty 

Having made the above arrangements, and everything wearing the face of 
tranquillity and submission, I set out on the 21st of June for Charlestown, 
leaving the command of the troops on the frontier to Lord Rawdon, who was, 
after Brigadier-General Patterson, the Commandant of Charlestown, the next 
officer of rank to me m the province 
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Aboct thi* time I heard that 2000 of tho Maryland and Delaware Continental 
troops were entering North Carolina trader Major-General Baron do Kalbc, and 
that he meant to take hla quarter! at Hlllkborcrugh. There waa then m that 
oorotrya corpa of S00 Ylrginia Light Infantry under Colonel Porterfield some 
militia at Salisbury and Charlottetown under General* Rutherford and Sumpter 
and a large body of militia at Croae Creek under General CaawelL As all thoao 
corpa wore at a great distance from ns, and aa I knew It to be Ifiipoofble to 
march any ocnaiderable body of men a ctobb the province of North Carolina before 
tho harvest I did not expect that our poet* on the frontier would be much 
diaturbed foe two months, and by that time 1 hoped to be able to undertake 
offensbro operations. 

I had much huihuaa to do at Charlestown In regulating the drll and com 
mercial affair* of the town and country In end caroming to form a militia In the 
lower district*, and in forwarding the preparation* for taking tho field at tho time 
intended. Tho btubieea of the country was particularly difficult, for many parts 
of the lower districts are extremely rebellion*, and this c limat e (except In 
Charlestown) it so bad within a hundred miles of the coast, from tho end of June 
until the middle of October that troops oonld not bo stationed among them 
during that perk>d, without a certainty of their being rendered naeleas for seme 
tiroo for military service, if not entirely loat and our pnncdpal friend*, for the 
tamo reason*, -ware extremely unwilling to remain In the country during that 
period, to assist in forming the militia and establishing some kind of government. 
However under all these difflcalties the butines* was going ou when our trsn 
qulllity waa first disturbed by the accounts of a premature tiring of our friends 
In Try an county North Carolina, in the latter end of June who haring aaaem- 
bled without concert, plan or proper leader*, were two day* after *urpriaod and 
totally routed by tho acn of General Rutherford. Many of them fled into this 
IiTovinoe, where their report* tend much to terrify our friend* and encourage our 
enemies and about the mine time, notwithstanding my Injunction to the eon 
trary another body of Loyahrti rose at the fork* of the Yadkin, under Colcnel 
Bryan (driven to it, aa they said, by the most barbarous persecution) and, after 
a long and difficult march, joined Major If* Arthur at the Cherawi to the amount 
of upworda of 700 men. 

Baron de Kalhe moved early in July to Deep River where he waa joined first 
by General Caawell from Croat Creek, and about the 25th by General Gate*, 
who took the command of the army But a* he was ttill above a hundred miles 
from Major M Arthur whloh waa the nearest post to him. Lord Rawdoo did not 
think It necessary to make any material alteration In the disposition of the 
troop*. From thl* time until the 20th of July many aktrmlabea happened on 
the frontlet* of Ninety-Six, and towards Wsxhaw bat none of any material con- 
sequence, The enemy had, however in the mean time filled this provinoe with 
their emissaries, and In all the eastern part of It me planning a general revolt, 
which otir lenity had left hut too much In their power The Cheraw Hill wa* a 
post of great consequence, and had the appearance of being healthy tut It 
proved so much the contrary and ricknesa wnw on so rapidly that In nine day* 
at kftJt two- third* of tha flat Regiment were tokwi ill of fever* and ague*, and 
rendered unfit for service. About this time the enemy were known to bo In 
potion, but the rigour of their government (many of our principal friend* In 

orth Carolina bdng confined In dungeons, loaded with iron*, and so vend haring 
Put to denth) had so intimidated thoao on whoso good- will and ability to 
T t mo *^ accurate Intelligence ws had the greatest reasen to depend, that 
Bora llawdcn could obtain no certain account* of than. 
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Tho salvation of the 71st Regiment, ns well ns every other consideration, 
determined his Lordship to withdraw the post at Clicraw Hill , this the active 
incendiaries of the enemy represented as nn act of fear, and so encouraged the 
disaffected, and terrified the wavering, that tho whole country between Pedee nnd 
Black River openly a\ ow cd the principles of rebellion, and collecting in parties 
commenced acts of hostility. 

Our Cheraw militia lin\ing seized and bound then field-ofiiceis, attacked and 
took sonic boats on tho Pedee, m which Major M'Aithurwas sending near 3 00 
of Ins sick*to Georgetown, 1 was greatly alarmed for a small detachment which I 
had sent under Major Wcmyss to reduce the people of Georgetown to some order, 
and for my wnter-comniuoication on the Santee, on wdnch at that time a large 
quantity of rum, salt, arms, and military stores were moving m boats up to 
Camden 

At this time General Sumpter, whose numbers were much augmented by the 
present prospect of affairs, attacked our post at Rocky Mount, but was repulsed 
by the steady and gallant defence of Lieut -Colonel Turnbull, and the small corps 
under his command It now appeared that General Gates was advancing with 
his whole force from North Carolina, and Lord Rawdon (wdiose capacity and zeal 
for the service I cannot too much commend) saw' the necessity of contracting his 
posts, and securing Camden, where wo had all our stores, and above 700 sick , 
but he could not immediately withdraw his wdiole force to that place, without a 
certainty of losing his communication with Charlestown, and exposing the posts 
dependent on the Ninety-Six command to be surrounded and cut off He there- 
fore continued Lieut -Colonel Turnbull at Rocky Mount, reinforced his post at 
Hanging Rock, and placed himself with the principal force at Robertson’s on the 
west branch of Linches Creek The post at Hanging Rock was attacked by 
General Sumpter a few days after his repulse from Rocky Mount, and very nearly 
earned The bravery of Captain M'Cullough (since dead of his wounds) and of 
the infantry of tho Legion preserved it Lord Rawdon w'aitcd for Gates at 
Robertson’s with the 23rd, 33rd, 71st, and Volunteers of Ireland, who came up, 
but did not think propei to attack him , m the mean time bis Lordship performed 
the arduous task of removing the sick of the 71st Regiment to Camden General 
Gates showing no disposition to attack the corps at Robertson’s, Lord Rawdon 
wisely apprehending that his intention might be either to reinforce Sumpter and 
make a more vigorous attack on the posts at Rocky Mount or Hanging Rock , or, 
by getting round his right, destroy his stores and take his sick at Camden, retired 
from Robertson’s to that place, where he was joined by the corps which had been 
before moved from Hanging Rock to Rugeley’s Mill, and directed Lieut -Colonel 
Turnbull to qmt Rocky Mount, and either come down the w r est side of the 
Wateree to Camden, or fall back on the militia-posts commanded by Major 
Ferguson on Broad River 

All these incidents and movements on both sides were regularly reported to 
me while at Charlestown by Lord Rawdon, and I shall have the honour of inform- 
ing your Lordship of the consequences m my next despatch, which will be written 
to-morrow I Rave the honour to be, &c , 

Cornwallis 
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DiflL QOHJWALTjn to Lobd Geojwh GebjuuT 
Mr Lord, ca*™,**-* ina. 

It is with great pleasure that I communicate to your Lordship an aaaxmt 
of a com plate victory obtained on the I6th instant by his Majesty a troops under 
my command over the rebel southern army commanded by General Gate*. 

In my deapatch No 1,1 bad the honour to inform your Lordibip that while 
at Charlestown, I was regularly acquainted by Lard Rawdon with every material 
Incident or movement made by the enemy or by the troopa under hii Lordihlp s 
command. On the frth two expresses arrived with an account that General Gaiaa 
waa advancing towards Llncbe* Creek with his whole army supposed to amount 
to 0000 men, exclusive of a detachment of 1000 men under General Sumpter 
who, after having In vain attempted to force the porta at Rocky Mount and 
Hanging Book, was believed to be at that time trying to get round the left of 
ocr position, to cut off our communlcatJan with the Cangmee* and Char leal own j 
that tlas disaffected country between Pedee and Black River had actually revolted 
and that Lord Ilawtlon was contracting ha posts, and preparing to assemble his 
force at Camden 

In oansequence of this information, after finishing some Important points 
of business at Charlestown, I act ont cm the evening of the 10th, and arrived 
at Camden on the night between the 18th and 14th, and there found Lord 
Bawdoti with oar whole force, except Lieut»-Oolonel Turnbull's s m all detach 
ment, whloh fell hack from Rocky Mount to Msjcrr Ferguson s posts of the 
militia of Ninety-Si cm Little River 

I had now my option to m«ke, either to retire or attack the enemy for the 
position at Camden was a bod cue to be attacked in, and by General Sumpter’s 
advancing down the Wateree, my supplies must have lsfled me in a few days. 

I saw no difficulty in making good my retreat to Charlestown, with th* troopa 
that were able to march bat in t*Hng that reaohrtlcu I must have not only left 
near 800 sick and a great quantity of store* at this place, but I clearly saw the 
loss of the whole prorlnoe except Charlestown, and of all Georgia except Savannah, 
as immediate consequences, besides forfeiting all pretensions to lb tar* confidence 
from oar friends in tfda part of America. 

On the other hand, there was no doubt of the rebel army being well appointed, 
and of its number being upwards of 6000 men, exclusive of General Sumpter's 
detachment, and of a oorp* of Virginia militia of 1200 or 1600 men, either actually 
joined or expected to join the main body every hour j and my own corps, whloh 
never wis numerous, was now reduced by sfokness and other casualties to shout 
1400 fighting men of regulars and provincial i, and 400 or 600 militia and North 
Carolina refugees. However the greatest part of the troops that I had being 
perfectly pud, and having left Charlestown sufficiently garrisoned tnd provided 
for a siege, and seeing little to lose by a defeat, and much to gain by a victory I 
resolved to take the first good opportunity to attack the rebel army Accordingly 
I took groat pains to procare good information of their movements and position, 
and I learned that they had encamped, after marching from Hanging Bock, at 
Colonel Rugeley s, about 12 miles from hence, cm the afternoon of the 14th. 
After cotL.mltfng some intelligent people well acquainted with the gr o tiud, I 
determined to march at ten o clock on the night of the 16th, and to attack at day 
break, pointing my principal force against their occ tinea tala, who from good 
intelligence I knew to bo bully posted dose to Colonel Rugeley’a boueo. Late In 
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tlic evening I received information that the Virginians had joined that day , how- 
c\er, that having "been expected, I did not alter my plan, bnt marched at the 
hour appointed, leaving the defence of Camden to some provincials, militia, and 
convalescents, and a detachment of the G3rd regiment, which, by being mounted 
on horses which they had pressed on the road, it was hoped would arrive m the 
course of the night. 

I had proceeded nine miles, when about half an hour past two m the n.om- 
mg, my adi anced guard fell m with the enemy By the weight of the fire I 
was convinced they were m considerable force, and was soon assured by some 
deserters and prisoners that it was the whole rebel army on its march to attack 
us at Camden I lmnicdintclj halted and formed, and the enemy doing the 
same, the firing soon ceased Confiding m the discipline and courage of his 
Majesty's troops, and \\ ell apprised by several intelligent inhabitants, that the 
ground on uliicli both armies stood being narrowed by swamps on the right and 
left, was extremely fiv\ ournble for my numbers, I did not choose to hazard the 
great stake for which I was gomg to fight, to the uncertainty and confusion to 
which an action in the dark is so particularly liable But having taken measures 
that the enemy should not have it in their power to avoid an engagement on that 
ground, I resolved to defer the nttack till day — the division of the right consisting 
of a small corps of light infantry, the 23id and 33rd regiments, under the com- 
mand of Lieut -Colonel "Webster, the division of the left consisting of the volun- 
teers of Ireland, infantry of tlio Legion, and part of Lieut -Colonel Hamilton’s 
North Carolina regiment, under the command of Lord Rawdon, with two 6 and 
two 3-pounders, which were commanded by Lieut M'Leod The 71st regiment, 
with two G-poundcrs, was formed as a resen c, one battalion m the rear of the 
division of the right, the other of that of the left, and the cavalry of the Legion 
in the rear, and (the country being woody) close to tbo 71st regiment, with orders 
to seize any opportunity that might offer to break the enemy’s line, and to be 
ready to protect our own in case any corps should meet with a check 

This disposition was just made when I perceived that the enemy, having 
persisted m their resolution to fight, were formed m two lines opposite and near 
to us, and, observing a movement on tbeir left, wlncb I supposed to be with an 
intention to make some alteration m their order, I directed Lieut -Colonel Webster 
to begin the attack, which was done with gTeat vigour, and m a few minutes the 
action was general along the whole front It was at this time a dead calm, with 
a little haziness in the air, which, preventing the smoke from rising, occasioned 
so thick a darkness, that it was difficult to see the effect of a very heavy and 
well-supported fire on both sides Our line continued to advance m good order, 
and with the cool intrepidity of experienced British soldiers, keeping up a con- 
stant fire or making use of bayonets as opportunities offered, and, after an obstinate 
resistance for three quarters of an hour, thfew the enemy into total confusion, 
and forced him to give way m all quarters 

At this instant I ordered the cavalry to complete the rout, which was per- 
formed with their usual promptitude and gallantry, and after doing great execu- 
tion on the field of battle, they continued the pursuit to Hanging Rock, 22 miles 
from the place where the action happened, during which many of the enemy were 
slam, a number of prisoners, near 150 waggons (m one of wbicb was a brass 
cannon, the carnage of which bad been damaged m the skirmish of the mgbt), a 
considerable quantity of mihtary stores, and all the baggage and camp equipage of 
the rebel army fell into om bands 

The loss of the enemy was very considerable, a number of colours and seven 
pieces of brass cannon (being all tbeir artillery that were m the action), with all 
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their ammunition-waggon*, wd taken between 000 and 000 wore killed amoeg 
that number Brigadier-General Gregory and abonl 1000 prisoner*, many of 
them wounded, of which number were HajorGanwal Baron da Kalbe, since deed, 
and Brigadier-General Rutherford. 

I bare the honour to endow ft return of killed and wounded on our aide the 
kw of eo many bravo men la much to be lamented, but the number U moderate 
in proportion to eo greet an advantage. 

The behaviour of bl* Majesty 1 * troop* in general wu beyond all praise — it 
did honour to thrmaclve* and to their country I wae particularly indebted 
to Cblonel Lord Rawdon, and to Lieut -Colonel Webster for the distinguished 
courage and ability with which they conducted their respective diririana and the 
capacity and rigour of LieuL-Coland Tarletan at the bead of the cavalry deserve 
my higher 1 - oommendationa. Lieutenant M Leod exerted himaelf greatly In the 
conduct of oar artillary My aide-de-camp. Captain Rosa, and Lieu tenant 
Haldane, of tbe engineer*, who acted in that capacity rendered me moat essential 
service, and the public officer*. Major of Brigade England, who acted as Deputy 
Adjutant-General, and the Majors of Brigade Manby and Doyle, ahovred the moat 
active and readout attention to their duty Governor Martin became again a 
military man, and behaved with the apirita of a young volunteer 

The fatigue of the troops tendered them incapable of further exertions an the 
day of the action ; bet an I «ew the importance of destroying or dhrpetaing, if 
possible, the corps under General Sumpter aa it might prove a foundation for 
aisembling the roc tad army on the morning of the 17 th I detached Uerut-Ooiooel 
Tarleton with the Legion cavalry and infantry and tbe corp§ of light Infantry 
making in all about 860 men, with orders to attack him wherever he oocld find 
him, and at the nine time I aont order* to Lieut. -Colonel Turnbull and Major 
Porguaon, at that time on Little River to put their corps In motion immediately 
and on their aide to purane and endeavour to attack General fcxnnpter Lieut. 
Colonel Tar Ic ton executed thla service with bia usual activity and military' 
address He procured good Information of Sumpter 1 ! movement*, and by forced 
and oonoealed marches, came up with, and aurpriaed him In the middle of tbe 
day on the 10th, near the Catawba Fords. He totally daatroyed or dispersed 
hla detachment, occuirting then of 700 killing 150 on the apot, and taking 
two pieces of bran cannon and 300 prisoner*, and 44 waggon*. He likewise 
ro-took 100 of onr men who had fallen Into their hands, partly at the action at 
Hanging Rock, and partly In escorting aou» waggons from Ctmgarea* to Camden, 
and he released 160 of our militia men or friendly oocntry people, who had 
been aelaed by the rebel*. Captain Campbell, who commanded the light infantry 
e very promising officer we* unfortunately killed In thla affair oar lost other 
wise was trifling. Thla aatkm is too brilliant to need any comment of mine, and 
will, I have no doubt, highly reocmrrumd Ueuti-Oolonal Tarletan to hi* Majesty 1 ! 
favour 

Tbe rebel forces bWng at present dispersed, the Internal commotion* and 
Inaurrectiona In the province trill now subside But 1 shall give direction* to 
inflict exemplary punbhment on some of the moat guilty in hopes to deter other* 
In future from tampering with allegiance, with oath*, and with the lenity and 
gmerosiiy of the British Government. 

On the morning of the 17th I despatched proper people into North Carolina, 
with direction* to our friend* there, to take arm* and assemble Immediately and 
to *efxe the most violent people, and all the mflitaiy stores and magazine* belong 
tog to tbo rebel*, and to intercept all rtragglera from the rented armyj and I 
have promised to march without lose of time to their rapport. Somo neoesaary 
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supplies for Hie army are non on lien way fiom Clmilcstown, and I hope that 
their arrival will enable rue to more in a few days 

M\ aide-de-camp, Captain Ross, wall have the honour of delivering this 
despatch to jour Lordship, and will he able to give you the fullest account of the 
stale of the army and country. He is a very deservmg officer, and I take the 
liberty of recommending him to j our Lordship’s favour and patronage 

I have the honour to he, &c , 

Cornwallis 


No IV 

Lord Rawdon to tiil Hon Major-General Leslie 

q Ciunp near the Indian Lands, WcBt of tho Catawba River, 

South Carolina, Oct, 24, 1780 

Lord Cornwallis not being sufficiently recovered from a severe fever winch 
lately attacked lnm, to be able to v nte to you, his Lordship lias desired that I 
should have the honour of communicating with yon, upon the subject of the 
present service The Commander-m-clnef has transmitted to Lord Cornwallis a 
copy of the instructions under which jou are to act At tho time when Peters- 
burgli was suggested as an advisable point for a diversion, which might co-opemte 
with our intended efforts for tho reduction of North Carolina, it was imagined 
that the tranquillity of South Carolina was assured , and the repeated assurances 
which -were sent to us by the Loyalists m North Carolina, gave us reason to hope 
that their number and their zeal would not onty facilitate the restoration of His 
Majesty’s government m that province, hut might also supply a force for more 
extensive operations Events, unfortunately, have not answered to those flat- 
tering promises The appearance of General Gates’ army unveiled to ns a fund 
of disaffection m this province of which we could have formed no idea , and even 
the dispersion of that force did not extinguish the ferment which the hope of its 
support had raised To tlus hour the majority of the inhabitants of that tract 
between the Pedee and the Santee are m arms against us, and when we last heard 
from Charlestown they were in possession of Georgetown, from w T hich they had 
dislodged our militia 

It was hoped that the rising winch was expected of our friends in North 
Carolina might awe that district into quiet , therefore, after giving them a little 
chastisement by making the 7th Regt take that route in its way to the army. 
Lord Cornwallis advanced to Charlottebnrg Major Ferguson, with about 800 
militia collected from the neighbourhood of Ninety-Six, had previously marched 
into Tryon County to protect our friends, who were supposed to he numerous 
there, and it was intended that he should pass the Catawba River, and endeavour 
to preserve tranquillity m the Tear of the army A numerous army now appeared 
on the frontiers, drawn from Notachuckie and other settlements beyond the 
mountains" whose very names had -been unknown to us A body of these, joined 
by the inhabitants of the ceded lands m Georgia, made a sudden and violent 
attack upon Augusta The post was gallantly defended by Lieut -Colonel Brown 
till he was relieved by the activity of Lieut -Colonel Cruger But Major Fer- 
guson, by endeavouring to intercept the enemy m their retreat, unfortunately 
gave time for fresh bodies of men to pass the mountains and to unite into a 
corps far superior to that which he commanded They came up with him, and 
after a sharp action entirely defeated him Ferguson was killed, and all his 
party either slam or taken 
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By tho enemy haring recured all tho posses on the Catawba, Lord Cornwallis 
(who was waiting at Oharlottcbnrg for a qoaroy of store*) reodred but confused 
aoocrunt* of the affair for soma time bet at length tbe troth reached him, and the 
daisy equally with the precautions the enemy had taken to keep their victory 
from his knowledge, gate Lord Oomwullis great reason to fear far the safety of 
Ninety-Six, To secure that district was Indispensable for the security of the rest 
of the prorinoo, sod Lard Cornwallis saw no mean* of effecting It but by posting 
the Catawba Hirer with his army for It was to weakened by ski now that It 
would not bear detachments. After much fatigue on tbe march, oootsfcned by 
violent rains, we passed the river three days ago "We then received the first 
intelligence respecting our different posts in this province, which bad reached us 
for near three weeks, every express from Camden having been waylaid, and some 
of them murdered by the inhabitants, Ninety-Six la safe tbe corps which 
defeated Ferguson hiving, In consequence of out movement, crossed the Cbtawbe 
and Joined Small wood on the Yadkin In our present position we have received 
tho first Intimation of the expedition under your command. From the mremn- 
ftanoos whkh I have detailed we fear that we are too far asunder to render your 
co-operutian vary effectual. No force baa presented itself to us whose opposition 
ooald have been thought serious against this army But then we have little 
hopes of ever bringing the affair to the issue of an action. The enemy are mostly 
mounted militia, not to bo overtaken by our Infantry nor to be safely pursued in 
this strong country by our cavalry Our fear la that. Instead of meeting us, they 
would slip by us Into this provtnoe, were we to proceed far from it, and might 
again stimulate the disaffected to serious inmrroction. This apprehension yon 
will judge, sir must greatly dicu inscribe our efforts Indeed, Lord Cornwallia 
cannot hope that he shall be able to undertake anything upon such a scale is 
either to aid yon, or to benefit from you. In your present situation. The Com 
mender in-chi of has signified to Lord Cornwallis that his Lordship is at liberty to 
gtro you any directions for further co-operation, which may appear to him expe- 
dient. Bat hi i ExocHency has complied so very folly and completely with Lord 
ComwaHla’s request, by sending so powerful a foroe to make a diversion In the 
Chesapeake, that his Lordship fears be should require too much, were be to draw 
you Into the more Immediate service of this district. His Lordship Is likewise 
delicate an this point because he does not know how far by drawing you from 
the Chesapeake, he might interfere with any other purposes to which the Com- 
mander-in-chief may have destined your troops. Under those circumstances 
Lord Cornwallis thinks himself obliged to leave you at liberty to pursue what 
soever measures may appear to ytxtr judgment best far His Majesty^ service, 
and most oamonant with the wishes of the Commander in-chief. No time Is 
specified to Lord Cornwallis as the limitation of your stay to the southward. 
Should your knowledge of Sir Henry Clinton t desires pump* you to maW a 
trial upon North Carolina, Cape Fear River appears to ns the only pert irhero 
your efforts are at present likely to be effectual. A descent there would be the 
surest mama of joining and arming the friends of government, as well as of co- 
operating with this army This, therefore, would naturally bo the point to 
whkh Lord Cornwallis would bring you, did he conceive himself at liberty so 
absolutely to dispose of you. It must be remarked, however that there are two 
difficulties in this plan tho first is, that the country from Cape Fear to Cress 
Creek — the Highland settlement— produces so little, it would be requisite, In 
penetrating through It, to carry ycrur provisions with yon the second is, that no 
ves»l larger than a frigate cen pase the Bar of Cape Fear Harbour Whatsoever 
you decide, Lead GornwalHi deslrea earnestly to hear from you ea eoon as po+- 
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sible It 19 uncertain yet what steps tins army, if left to itself, must pursue, but 
it will lie ready at least to act vigorously in aid to any plan which you may 
undertake Lord Cornwallis begs that you will inform tbe Commnnder-m-cbief 
of our circumstances, and that you will have the goodness to mention bow highly 
sensible Ins Lordslnp is, to the i cry effectual manner m which Ins Excellency has 
endeavoured to ease the operations of tins army The measure must have been 
attended with the most fai ournble consequences, had not accidents, which no 
foresight could expect, so greatly altered the complexion of our affairs in this 
province Lord Cornwallis desires me to add how much satisfaction he should 
feel m having your assistance upon tins service, did it promise more favourably 
for you , but should tbe intentions of the Commander-in-chief have left you at 
liberty to make an attempt at Cape Eear, the success which would probably 
attend that essential service, would be doubly pleasing to Lord Cornwallis from 
tbe opportunity wlncli it would most likely give him of congratulating you m 
person Allow mo to add my hopes that the course of the service would put it 
in my power to assure you personally bow much 

I have the honour to be, &c , 

Rawdon 


No V 

Earij Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton 

Sir, Cnmp at Wynncsborougb, Dec. 3, 1180 

I am just honoured with your letters of the 6tli and 6th of Inst month 
Lord Ruwdon, during my illness, informed your Excellency in Ins letters of the 
28tli and 31st of October, of the various causes which prevented my penetrating 
into North Carolina I shall not trouble you with a recapitulation, except a few 
words, about poor Major Ferguson I had the honour to inform your Excellency 
that Major Ferguson had taken infinite pains with some of the militia of Ninety- 
Six , he obtained my permission to make an incursion into Tryon County whilst 
the sickness of my army prevented my moving As he had only militia and the 
small remains of his own corps, without baggage or artillery, and as he promised 
to come back if he heard of any superior force, I thought he could do no harm, 
and might help to keep alive the spirits of our friends m North Carolina, which 
might be damped by the slowness of our motions The event proved unfortunate, 
without any fault of Major Ferguson’s A numerous and unexpected enemy 
came from the mountams , as they bad good horses their movements were rapid 
Major Ferguson was tempted to stay near the mountams longer than he intended, 
m hopes of cutting off Colonel Clarke on his letum from Georgia He was not 
aware that the enemy was so near him, and m endeavouring to execute my orders 
of passing the Catawba, and joining me at Charlottetown, he was attacked by a 
very supenoi force and totally defeated on King’s Mountain 

Wynnesborough, my present position, is a healthy spot, well situated to 
' protect the greatest part of the northern fiontier, and to assist Camden and 
Nmety-Srx The militia of the latter, on which alone we could place the 
smallest dependence, was so totally disheartened by the defeat of Ferguson, that 
of that whole district we could with difficulty assemble 100 , and even those, I 
am convinced, would not have made the smallest resistance if they had been 
attacked I determined to remain at this place until an answer arrived from 
General Leslie, on which my plan for the winter was to depend, and to use every 
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possible means of pnttlng tho province Into a state of defence, which I found to be 
absolutely nccewaiy whether my campaign itu offensive or defensive. Bad u the 
state of oar affair* wm on the northern frontier tho eastern pert was much worse 
Colonel Innca, who commanded the militia of the high hills of Santee, end who 
was posted on Black Hirer wu aorprisod and taken, and bis men lost aTl thair 
arm a. Colonel Marion bad so wrought on the minds of tho people, partly by the 
ter r or of his throats and cruelty of his punishments, and partly by the promise of 
plunder that them was scarce an inhabitant between tho Ssnteo and Pedee that 
was not in arms against us. Some parties hod eren crossed the Santee and 
carried terror to the gates df Charlestown My first object was to reinstate 
matters in that quarter without which Camden codd rocalro no supplies. I 
therefore sent T&rietcc, who panned Marlon for several days, obliged his corps to 
taka to the swamps, and, by convincing the inhabitants that there wia a power 
superior to Marion who ocrold likewise reward and pan lab, eo far checked the 
Insurrection, that the greatest part of than have not dared openly to appear in 
arms against us since bis expedition. Ihe 68 rd Begfanent, under Major M emyss, 
had been mounted on indifferent horses of the country for the purpose of reducing 
and disarming tho Oheraw*. It bad afterwards been sent by Lead Bawdon for 
the security of Ninety-Six. 

When I sent Lieut. -Colon cl Tarlatan to the low ooantry I ordered Major 
Wetny* to come down to Broad Hirer to keep constantly moving on either auto 
of the river be might think proper for the protection of the mills from which the 
army subsisted, and for the preservation of the country Sumpter then lay with 
about 800 men, partly of the mihtia and partly of the banditti who lave followed 
him ever ainoe the reduction of this province, near Hills Iron Works, between 
tho Catawba and Broad Elver about forty miles in our front. Branon, Clarke, 
and others, had different corps plundering the bouse* and putting to death the 
well affected inhabitants between Jyger Elver and Facolst Major Wemyae, who 
had just passed Broad Elver at Brieriey*s Ferry came to me on the 7th of last 
month and told me that he had infonoatfoo that Sumpter had moved to Moore’s 
Mill, withm five miles of Ftabdam Ford, and about twenty five miles from the 
place where the 68xd then lay — that be had accurate aooormts of his position and 
good guides — and that he made no doubt of being able to surprise and rout him. 
As the defeating so Having and troublesome a Finn is Bumptar <uvl dispersing 
such a banditti was a great object, I consented to his making the trial on the 
8th at daybreak, and gave him forty of the dragoons which Tarlatan had left with 
me, desiring him, however, to put them neither in the front, nor to meke any use 
of them during the night. Major Wcmyig marched so early and so fist on the 
night of the 8th that he arrived at Moore i Mill soon after midnight. He then 
had information that Sumpter had marched th*r. evening to Fishdam Ford, where 
be lay with his rear dene to Broad River on a low piece of ground. The Major 
immediately proceeded to attack him In his new position, and succeeded so well 
as to get into his camp, whilst the men were all sleeping round the fires but as 
Major Wemyss rode into the camp at the bead of the dragoons, and the C3rd 
followed than on horseback, the enemy’s arm* were not aecured, and sente of 
them, recovering from the first alarm, got their rifles, and with the first fire 
wounded Major W emyss in several plaow, and put the cavalry into disorder 
The 63rd then dismounted and killed and wounded about seventy of the rebels, 
drove several over the river and dispersed the rest. The command, however 
devolving on a vriy young officer who neither knew the ground, nor Major 
WernyW plan nor tie strength of the enemy same few of which kepi firing 
from the wood on our people who remained in the enemy % camp, and who were 
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prolnblj discoi crcd by their fires, om troops came away before daybreak, leaving 
Major Wcmyss and tv enty-two serjcants and rank and file at a house close to the 
field of action In the morning those who weio left with a flag of truce with the 
wounded, found that tlio enemy were all gone, but on some of their scouting 
parties discovering that our people had likewise retired, Sumpter leturned, and 
took Major Wemjss’ parole for himself and the wounded soldiers Major 
"Wcmyss is gone to Charlestown, and is m a fair way to recovery 

The enemy on this even cried victory, and the whole country came m fast to 
join Sumpter, who passed the Broad Eiver and joined Branan, Clarke, &c I de- 
tached Major M‘ Arthur with the 1st battalion of the 71st and the 63id Regiment, 
after having sent my aide-de-camp, Lieut Money, to take the command of it, to 
Bnerlcy’s Berry, on Broad River, m oidei to covei our mills, and to give some 
check to the enemy’s march to Ninety-Six. At the same time I recalled Lieut - 
Colonel Tarleton from the low country Tarleton was so fortunate as to pass, not 
only the Waterec, but the Broad River, without General Sumpter’s being apprised 
of it, who, havmg increased his corps to 1000, had jiassed the Ennoree, and was 
on the point of attacking our 100 militia at Williams’s House, fifteen miles fiom 
Ninety-Six, and wdiere, I believe, he w ould not have met with much lesistance 
Lieut -Colonel Tarleton would have surprised him on the south of Ennoree had 
not a deserter of the 63rd given notice of Ins march He, however, cut to pieces 
his rear guard m passing that river, and pursued his mam-body w ith such rapiditj , 
that he could not safely pass the Tj gcr, and was obliged to halt on a very strong 
position at a place called Black Stocks, close to it Taileton had with him only 
his cavalry aud the 63rd mounted , his infantry and 3-pounders being several 
miles behind The enemy not being able to retreat with safety, and bemg in- 
formed of Tarleton’s approach and want of infantry, by a woman who passed lum 
on the march, and contrived by a nearer way to get to them, were encouraged by 
their great superiority of numbers, and began to fire on the 63rd, wdio were dis- 
mounted Lieut -Colonel Tarleton, to save them from considerable loss, was 
obliged to attack, although at some hazard, and diovc the enemy with loss over 
the nver Sumpter was dungeiously wounded , three of their colonels kiUed , 
and about 120 men killed, wounded, or taken On our side about 50 men were 
killed and wounded Lieutenants Gibson and Cope of the 63rd were amongst the 
former, and my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Money, wdio was a most promising 
officer, died of his wounds a few days after Lieut -Colonel Taileton, as soon as 
he had taken care of his wounded, puisued and dispersed the remaining part of 
Sumpter’s corps, and then, having assembled some militia under Mr Cunningham, 
whom I appointed Bngadier-Geneial of the militia of that district, and who has 
by far the gieatest influence in that country, he returned to the Broad River, 
where he at present remains, as weU as Major M ‘Arthur, m the neighbourhood of 
Bnerley’s Eeriy 

It is not easy for Lieut -Colonel Tarleton to add to the reputation he has 
acquned m this province, but the defeating 1000 men posted on very strong 
ground, and occupying log houses, with 100 -cavalry and 80 infantry, is a proof 
of that spirit and those talents which must render the most essential services 
to his country Lieut -Colonel Tarleton commends much the good behaviour of 
the officers and men under his command, and he particularly mentions Lieut 
Skinner, of the 16th regiment of "infantry, who does duty with the Legion, a 1 : 
having distinguished himself Lieut -Colonel Balfour, by putting the prisoners 
on board slup, is enabled to spare the 64th Regiment from Charlestown, and sent 
them to secure the navigation of the Wateree from Nelson’s Ferry and to commu- 
nicate with Camden This is the present state of our affairs 
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Smallwood hid been encamped from tho beginning of last month with about 
1300 mlUtia, a oorpa of 250 coo tinen till under Morgan, and 70 dragoons com- 
manded by Washington, about twelve miles on this aide of Charlottetown, bis 
front guarded by Dario and other Irregplar corps, who have committed the most 
shocking cruel ties, and the most horrid murders on those inspected of being oar 
friends that I error beard of Gate* joined him the week before last with about 
1200 con tinen tals and six and eighteen months mm, and 800 cavalry under White 
and Armand. Morgan s Infantry and Washington with 100 cavalry came down 
on the 1st, in the evening, to attack a block-house built by Colonel Rugeley in 
which he had placed himself with 100 militia. Lord Rawdcm, who commands at 
Camden, and had ixrtico of their approach, aent to Rugeley to order him to retire 
to Oamdeo, but be answered that, a* the enemy had m3 can n on, he was deter 
mired to def®d bhnwdf to the last extremity and had no fear of being taken. 
The enemy’s infantry did not adranoe within aix miles of hia block-booie, but 
the cnralry surrounded it and summoned him, and be Instantly surrendered with- 
out firing a shot. I am informed that Green is expected in a few day* to relieve 
Gates. 

As it will be necessary to drive heck the enemy’s army and at the same 
time to maintain a superiority cm both our flsnVs, and as I thought the co- 
operation of General Leslie, even at the distance of the Cape Fear Elver wunld 
be attended with many difficulties, I have sent cruisers off tho Fryingpan, to 
bring him Into Charlestown, and I hourly expect his arrival. After everyth lug 
that has happened I will not presume to make your Excellency any sanguine 
promises. 

The foroo yon have sect me ia greater than I expected, And full as much 
as I think yon could possibly spore, unless the enemy detached In foroe to the 
wrath ward the utmost exertion of my ahflitlee ahall be used to employ them 
to the beet advantage. Whenever our operations oommenoe your Excellency 
may depend on heeling from me as frequently as posrible, and it Is from events 
alone that any future plan can be proposed. j 

ComwAT.ma. 


No VI 

Lobd Rawdojc to Earn. Coaxwaxi.ni 

Mt Lom, OttsVh. Dn a 1TSO. 

I have been honoured with your Lordship a letter inclosing the copy of 
coo under my signature addressed to Mr Rugeley Your Lordship tells me that 
It hai been the subject of complaint from General Washington, and tlf t upon 
that ococrant the Commander in-chief requires Information of its authenticity I 
must avow the let tar fully to ytrar Lordship ; but as the loose manner in which it 
Is worded may subject it to miaconstructioc from those who are ignorant of tho 
droumstnnoes under which it was written. It is neoeeaary that I should explain 
its purpose. 

Boon after your I/ndship had first ta ken poeseeshm of fVtmriwn you detached 
me to Wax haw with my own regiment, thinking tint, as it was an Irish corps it 
would he received with the better temper by the settlers of that district, who 
were universally Irish and universally disaffected. My conduct towards the inha 
W traits, and the extraordinary regularity of the troops under my command, I 
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must T^ert to hav c been ‘melt as ought to have conciliated their firmest attach- 
ment , jet I had the fullest proofs that the jKioplc who dnilj visited 1113 camp, 
not only held const mt correspondence with the lebel militia then assembling at 
Clnilottclmrjr, and with those who wore harassing Lieut -Colonel Turnbull ’a 
detachment, but nKo used overj artifico to debauch the minds of mj soldiers, and 
persuade them to desert from their colours The encouragement whicli thoj gave 
to the men, and the certain me ms of c-capc with which the} 1 ' furnished them, 
succeeded to a von alarming degree, and (he rage of desertion was not stopped by 
our return to Camden 

W hen jour Lordship left mo to command m the Back Country, jou left me 
m the temton of an eneim, awed solely bj apprehension of onr force from open 
opj>c>sition I soon found (as a our Lordship’s experience since will rcndilj lend 
a till to Ik'Iioac) that I was botrned on everj sjdc by the inhabitants Several 
small detachments from mo, were attacked l>y persons who had the hour before 
boon A\ith them ns- 1 friends in their camp As the rebels, hove ever, had not 
strength to assail the bodv of the arm}, the) endeavoured to weaken it by 
treachcn 1 had (he clearest conviction that the militia who swarmed daily m 
our ininp, not only held forth ever} allurement that could entice the soldiers to 
desert, but actually furnished horses to such as would go off, and forwarded them 
from house to house till thev wcie lvcjond the reach of pursuit Several of the 
countn -people were apprehended upon this charge But from mv unwillingness 
to hold too rigid a jurisdiction, and from the fear that tho soldiers to obtain 
ic ward for (heir fidelity , might wrest the discourse of nny ignorant inhabitant 
be} ond its real sense, no jversou so accused ever suffered an} severer punishment 
than confinement for a few dnjs 

It was my duty, how c\ cr, to stop an evil winch the circumstances of tho army 
rendered most serious Our numbers wero ongmall} small, we were miserably 
reduced by sickness; we were surrounded bj enemies, and the tempci of the 
troops was somewhat tried both b} the badness of the climate, and by thoicstraint 
which attention to the protection of the inhabitants imposed The particularity 
of rov situation required exertion, though there might not he precedent to justify 
it I represented the matter to Sir Bugclcy and to other field-officers of tho 
neighbouring militia They agreed that the threat of some formidable penalty 
was necessary In consequence the letter in question was wntten to Mr Bugclcy, 
to he read b} him to the companies under his command 

The impracticability of carrying into execution the menace of sending the 
delinquents to the West Indies, maj prove that the letter was calculated to act 
upon the fears and prejudices of the vulgar, who m these parts form a dreadful 
idea of the West India climate I have reason to believe that these threats were 
of material service The Volunteers of Ireland wero marked moro stiongly than 
others, partly because it was my own regiment, and partly because incitement to 
desertion bad been (as I have related) more particularly applied to them 

1 am not surpnsed that an enemy should take occasion to complain of the 
measure General Washington had many purposes to answer by it The rebels 
have by the rigour of their administration, reaped too many advantages over our 
forbearance to wish that we should affect more energy , and they have well expe- 
rienced that when a man has everything to fear if he takes one part, and nothing 
if he decides for the other, he wall naturally pursue the course m which he can 
proceed without apprehension The timely remonstiance also precludes, m some 
measure, our representations of the atrocious barbarity with which the war has 
been waged against us, for our detail of cruelties committed by the rebels in this 
country would now appear to be merely a recrimination for the charge advanced 
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against us, The oomplaint rrmj havB other vimra, tut u titoy are fthbend, I will 
not, on suspicion, attribute them to Gtmerxl TVashington. 

To finish « subject upon -which I perhaps have dwelt too ksig, I will say to 
your LordiMp that the exprearioc of the letter la nch as I am sorry should meet 
the eye of those for whom It wra not calculated. Ita Intent I muat fed a* having 
been the duty of my station. Your Lordahip left me in no Idle command bo< 
ever I may otherwise have acquitted myself, I hope at least that my conduct i* 
matained with any wanton abuse of authority — tinctured though I trust, with 
something of that firmness which the difficulty of our affair* demanded. 

For my Lord, I felt It a dishonest weakness to consult private appearance 
when I stood Intrusted with the interests af my country and when an exertion 
appeared to me requisite for the service, I should bare betrayed the publio confi 
deuce reposed in me, had I omitted it because it might In future be c ondem ned 
by a jury unacquainted with my necessities. j \ i % vk , 

Riwdow 


No VIL 

Eas t. CosarwaLLis to Loud Geobots Gnuranr 
Mr LOED QnlUfcrJ, U*rrf» 17 11(1 

Haring occasion to despatch my sido-do-camp, Captain Brodrick with the 
jnrtJculnrs of the action of the 16th, in compliance with general directions from 
Sir Henry Clinton, 1 shall embrace tho opportunity to give your Lordship an 
account of tho operations of the troops under my command previous to that erect, 
and of those subsequent, until the departure of Captain Brodrick 

My plan for the winter’s campaign wm to penetrate Into North Carolina, 
louring Bouth Carolina in security against any jwobable attack in my absence. 
Lord Rawdon, with a considerable body of troops, had charge of tho defend re 
and I proceeded about tho middle of January upon the offettriro operations. 
I decided to march by tho upper in preference to the lower roads leading Into 
North Carolina, because fords bring frequent above the forks of tho riven, my 
passage there could not easily be obstructed ; and General Greene baring taken 
post on the Pedce and there being few fords in any of the great rivers of this 
cou n t r y bekrr tbetr forks, especially In winter I apprehended bring much 
delayed, if not entirely prevented from penetrating by the latter route. 

I was tho more Induced to prefer this route os I hoped in my way to bo 
able to destroy or drive out of bouth Carolina, tbe corps of tho enemy com- 
manded by General Morgan, which threatened the valuable 8 1st nets of Ninety 
Six i and I lftewiso hoped by rapid marches to get between General Grecno 
and Virginia, and by that means farce him to fight without receiving any rein- 
forcement from that province or tilling of that to oblige him to quit North 
Carolina with precipitation and thereby encourage our friends to make pood 
their promises of a general rising to auist me in ro-eitabl jibing bis Majesty a 
Government. 

Tbe unfortunate affdr of the l"th of January waa a very unexpected and 
severe blow j for besides reputation oar kns did not fall short of GOO men. 
However 1 Hng thoroughly sensible that defcmlro measures would In certain 
ruin to tL affairs of Britain in the con them colonies, this event did not deter 
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mo Iruin proven! 1104 the original plan Tint General Greono might bo 
uncortun of im mhiidwl route as long as ]>o<=siblc, 1 had left General Leslie 
it Camilla until 1 was roulj to mo\o from \\ j nncbliorougli, and lie was now 
withm a d i\ s mirch of mo lie employed tho I8U1 in forming a junction 
with him, and 111 collecting the remains of Lieut -Colonel Tarlclon’s corps, 
after whiili gicat exertions wore made h\ pari of the army , without ba^ga^e, 
10 ret 1K0 our prisoner*, ami to intercept General Morgan’s corps on. its retreat 
to the Citawbi, but the celerity of their nio\ ements, and tlio swelling of 
limnlx'rkss cm hs 111 onr w a\ , rendered all our cflorts fnntlcss 

L then fore av-emMed the army on the 25 tli at Ranisonre’s Mill, on tlio 
couth fork of the Citawbi, and as the loss of my light troops could only be 
remedied h\ the nctiut\ of the whole corps, I employed a halt of two dajs in 
collecting some flour, and in destroy mg superfluous baggage and all my 
waggon*, except those loaded with hospital stores, salt, and ammunition, and 
four resen ed empty in readiness for sick or wounded In this measure, 
thou_.li at the expense of a great deil of officers’ baggage, aud of all prospect 
111 future of rum, and even a regular supply of precisions to the Eoldiers, I 
must, m justice to this arm} , say tliat there was the most general and cheerful 
acquiescence 

In the mean time the rams had rendered the bTorth Catawba impassable, 
md General Morgan’s corps, the militia of the rebellious counties of Rowan 
anil Mecklenburg under General Daudson, or the gang of plunderers usually 
under the command of General Sumpter, not then rccoycrcd from Ins wounds, 
hud occupied all the ford* 111 a space of more than forty miles upwards from 
the fork During its height I approached the mer by short marches, so as 
to gne the email} equal njiprohen^ions for scycnil fords, and after having 
jirccurcd the hist information in ni} poyicr, I resohed to attempt the passage at 
1 privitc fold (then bhghtl} guarded) near M'Cowau’s Ford, on the morning of 
the 1st of Fchniar} 

Lieut -Colonel 'Webster was detached with part of llic army and all tho 
baggage to Beattie’s Ford, six miles ahoyc M'Cowan’s, yyhero General Davidson 
was supposed to he posted yyatli 500 militia, and y\as directed to make every 
possible demonstration, h} cannonading and otherwise, of an intention to force a 
passage there, and I marched at one m the morning with the brigade of guards, 
regiment of Bose, 23 rd, 200 cavalry, and tyyo 3 -pounders, to tho ford fixed upon 
for the real attempt 

The morning being very dark and rainy, and part of our way through a 
yyood yvlicre there was no road, one of the 3 -pounders m front of the 23 rd 
regiment and the cay airy, oy erset in a syy amp, and occasioned those corps to 
lose the line of march, and some of tho artillerymen belonging to the other 
gun (one of whom had the match) having stopped to assist, were likewise left 
behind The head of the column m the mean while arrived at the hank of 
the river, and tho day began to break I could make no use of the gun that 
yvas up, aud it yvas evident from the number of fires on the other side, that 
tho opposition would he greater than I had expected However, as I knew that 
the ram then falling yvould soon render the river again impassable, and I had 
received information tho evening before that General Greene had arrived in 
General Morgan’s camp, and that his army was marching after him with the 
greatest expedition, I determined not to desist fiom the attempt, and, there- 
fore, full of confidence in the zeal and gallantry of Brigadier-General O Harn, 
and of the brigade of guards under his command, I ordered them to march cd, 
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but, to prevent confusion, cot to fire until tb ey gained tbe opposite lent 
Their behaviour justified my high opinion of them { for a constant fire from 
the enemy in a ford upwards of 500 yard* wide, in many placm up to tlreir 
middle, with a rocky bottom ted strong correct, made no Smprmkm. cm their 
cod and determine] valour, nor checked tbeir passage, Tbe light infantry 
lan^tnjr fo*t, immediately formed, sad In a few minute* killed or disponed 
orerythieg that appeared before them, the rest of tbe troops forming and 
advancing In auccesrion. We now learned that we bad been opposed by 
uixnit 800 militia that had taken post there only the craning before, under 
the command of General Dandaon, Their general and two or three other 
officer* were among the killed the number of wounded was uncertain and a 
few were taken prisoners. On our tide Lleut.-Colooel Hall and three meo 
were Hll«d t and 36 men wounded, ell of the light infantry and grenadier* of 
the Guard*. By thi* time the rear of the column hod Joined, ond the whole 
having poised with the greet cat despatch, I detached Lieut-Coloncl TarietoO 
with the cavalry and 28 rd regiment, to pursue the routed militia. A few 
were loan killed or taken, and Lienb-Colcmel Tarioton, having learned that 
800 or 400 of the neighbouring militia ware to aawmhle that day at Tarrant » 
house, about 10 mile* from the ford, leaving hi* infantry be went on with 
tbo cavalry and, flodrag the militia oa expected, be, with excellent conduct 
and great iplrit attacked them instantly and totally runted them with little 
loss on hi* side, and oo their* between -10 and 60 killed, wounded, or prisoner*. 
Thin stroke, with our paarago of the ford, so effectually dispirited the mill tin, 
tlwt wo met with no farther opposition an our march to the Yadkin, through tmo 
of the most rebellion* tract* m America. 

During this time, the rebel* having quitted Beattie* Ford, Lt cut, -Colonel 
Webster wo* passing his detachment and the baggage of the array this had 
become tedious and difficult by tho continuance of the rain and the swelling of 
tbe river but all Joined u* soon after dark, about «ix mile* from Beattie a Ford. 
Tho other fordi were likewise abandoned by tbe enemy tho greatest part 
of tho militia dispersed, and General Morgan with hi* oorp* marched all that 
afternoon and tbe foil owing night toward* Salisbury We punned mat 
morning in hope* to Intercept him between the river* arid, after struggling 
with many difficulties arising from swelled creek* and bad road*, the Guard* 
caroo up with hi* rear in tbe evening of the 3rd, routod It, .and took a few 
waggon* at tbo trading ford of the Yadkin. He hod passed tho body of his 
infantry In fists, *nd bis cavalry and waggoc* by the ford, during that day 
and the preceding night, but at the timo of our arrival the boat* were secured 
on tbe other ride, and the ford had become Unpw*aWe Tbe rim con- 
tinued to ri*o, and the weather appearing onset tied, I determined to march 
to the upper ford*, after procuring a small supply or provision* at Salisbury 
Thl» and tho height of tho creek* in cor way detained me two day*, and in 
that time Morgan haring quitted the bank* of tbe river I had Information 
from onr friends, who creased In canoe*, that General Grccno a army was 
marching with tho utmost despatch to form o Junction with him at Guildford. 
Sot hanng had tlmo to collect tbo North Carol fta tniDHo, and haring re- 
ceived no reinforcement from Virginia, I concluded that be would do erny- 
thfog fn his power to amid on action cm tbo aoath ride of tho Dan, and. It 
lidtig mj Interest to force him to fight, I mode great expedition and got 
Mwren him and tbo upper forth and. bring assured ibat the lower f nl 
an ^i-bvn practicable In winter and that he could not rolfo-t many Fats at 



1781 


AMERICA 


519 - 


any of tlie femes, I was m great hopes that he would not escape me without 
receiving a blow Nothing could exceed the patience and alacrity of the 
officers and soldiers under every species of hardship and fatigue m endeavour- 
ing to overtake him But our intelligence upon this occasion was exceedingly 
defective, which, with heavy rams, had roads, and the passage of many deep 
creeks, and bridges destroyed by the enemy’s light troops, rendered all our 
exertions vam, for upon oui arrival at Boyd’s Ferry on the 15th, we learned 
that his rear-guard had got over the night before, his baggage and mam body 
having passed the precedmg day at that and a neighbouring ferry, wheie more 
flats had been collected than had been represented to me as possible 

My force being ill suited to enter by that qu alter so powerful a province 
as Virginia, and North Carolma being in the utmost confusion, after giving 
the tioops a halt of one day, I proceeded by easy maiches to Hillsborough, 
where I erected the King’s standard, and invited by proclamation all loyal 
subjects to repair to it, and to stand forth and take an active part m assisting 
me to restore order and constitutional government As a considerable body 
of friends were said to reside between the Haw and Deep nvers, I detached 
Lieut -Colonel Tarleton on the 23rd, with the cavalry and a small body of 
infantry, to pievent their being interrupted m assembling Unluckily, a 
detachment of the rebel light tioops had crossed the same day, and by accident 
tell in with about 200 of our fnends, under Colonel Pyle, on their way to 
Hillsborough, who, mistaking the rebels for Lieut -Colonel Tarleton’s corps, 
allowed themselves to he sni rounded, and a number of them were most in- 
humanely butchered, when begging for quarter without making the least 
resistance The same day I had ceitarn intelligence that General Greene, 
having been reinforced, had re-crossed the Dan, which rendered it imprudent 
to separate my corps, occasioned the recal of Lieut -Colonel Tarleton s de- 
tachment , and forage and provisions being scarce m the neighbourhood of 
Hillsborough, as well as the position too distant (upon the approach of the 
rebel army) for the protection of the body of our fnends, I judged it expe- 
dient to cross the Haw, and encamped neai Allemance Creek, detaching Lieut - 
Colonel Tarleton with the cavalry, light company of the Guards, and 150 men of 
Lieut -Colonel Webster’s bngade, a few miles from me on the road to Deep 
River, more effectually to cover the country 

General Greene’s light troops soon made their appearance, and on the 
2nd, a patrol having reported that they had seen both cavalry and infantry 
near his post, I directed Lieut -Colonel Taileton to move forward with proper 
precautions, and endeavour to discover the designs of the enemy He had 
not advanced far when he fell in with a considerable corps, which he imme- 
diately attacked and routed, but being ignorant of their force, and whether 
they were supported, with great prudence desisted from pursuit He soon 
learned from prisoners that those he had beaten were Lee’s legion, 300 or 
400 Back-Mountain men, under Colonel Preston, with a number of militia, 
and that General Greene, with a part of his army, was not far distant Our 
situation for the former few days had been amongst timid fnends, and 
adjommg inveterate rebels , between them I had been totally destitute of 
information, which lost me a iery favourable opportunity of attacking the 
rebel army General Greene fell back to Thompson’s House, near Boyd’s 
Ford, on the Bccdy Fork, but his light troops and militia still remained near 
us, and, as I was informed that they w ere posted carelessly at separate plan- 
tations for the convemence of subsisting, I marched on the Gth to dnve them 
m, and to attack General Greene if an opportunity offered I succeeded 
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completely hi the flirt, and at Weitzell a JUH, oc the Reedy Fork, where the) 
made a stand, the Back Mountain men and some militia suffered considerably 
■with little Loss on our aide but a timely and precipitate retreat orer the 
Haw prevented the latter 1 knew that the Virginia reinforcement were nj>on 
tbeir march, and it was apparent that tho enemy would, if poasfble, avoid 
risking an action before their arrival. 

The neighbourhood of the fords of the Dan in their rear and tho extreme 
difficulty of animating my troops in that exhausted country putting it out of 
my power to force them, my resolution was to giro our friend a time to join 
u*, by covering their country aa effectually ax possible consistent with the 
subsistence of the troop®, still approaching the communication with our 
■Upping in Cape Fear River which I aaw it would aoon become indispensably 
necessary to open, on account of the suffering* of the army from the wont of 
supplies of every kind at tho asms time I wax determined to fight tho rehol 
army if It approached roe, hoing convinced that it would be impossible to 
succeed in that great object of our arduous campaign, the calling forth tho 
numerous Loyalists of North Carolina, whilst a doubt remained on tbolr 
minds of the superiority of our arms. With those viewa I hod moved to tho 
Quaker Meeting, in the forks of Deep River on the 13th, and cm the 14th 
1 received the information which occasioned the nxrvonent that brought cm 
tho action at Guildford, of which I shall give your Lordship on account In a 

separate letter I have, 

Couhwalus. 


No. Tin. 

Fast. Cotutwalui to Loan Geoeqb Geiuiais 
Ut Loud Osaufcrd, V*rdi it itsr 

I lrnvo the sat is fact km to inform your Lordship that his Majesty s troops 
under my command obtained a signal victory oo the 16th instant over tho rebel 
army commanded by General Grocne. 

In imrsuance of my Intended plan, communicated to your Lordship in my 
despatch (No. 7), I had encamped on tho 13th instant at the Quaker Meeting 
between the forks of the Deep Itlver On tho 14th I received Information that 
General Bntler with a body of North Carolina militia and the expected reinforce- 
ments from Virginia, said to consist of a Virginia State regiment, a corps of 
A irginia eighteen-men ths men, 3000 Virginia militia, and recruits fur tho 
Maryland line had Joined General Greene, and that tho whole army which 
war reported to amount to nine or ten thousand men, was marching to attack 
the Tlntlih troop* During tho afternoon LntclUgenoo woj lirought which was 
confirmed in tho nl 0 ht, that be had advanced that day to Guildford about twelve 
miles from our camp. Being now persuaded that be had rewired to ltarard on 
engagement, after detaching Lieut -Colonel Hamilton with our waggons end 
luggage escorted l y ids own reriment, a detachment of 100 Infsntry and 
°0 cavalrr towards BeiTs Mills, on Deep IHver I marched with the rest of tl o 
eoqn at da) break oo the rooming of the 16th to meet the enemy or to attack 
tb*m in tJielr encampment. Alout four miles from Oulldford oar advaricrd 
gi nl command*. 1 l«y Lieut.-CoV>nel Tarleton, f 11 in with a coqs of the riirrnv 
c^nri ting of Lee ■ Legion wune Back Mountain men and A Irginia militia, which 
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lio attacked with Ins mini good conduct nnd spirit, and defeated, and, con- 
tinuing our m rn.lt, we found the relicl nnny posted on rising ground, nbout 
a niilo and a half from the Court-home The prisoners taken by Lieut -Colonel 
*1 arh tun lining 1 hh>h several d.nswith the advanced corps, could give me no 
account of the eneinvV older or position, and the country -people were extremely 
imu urate m their description of the ground. Immediately between the head of 
the column and the enema's line was a considerable plantation, one large field of 
winch was on our left of the road, and two others, with a wood of nbout 200ynrds 
broad bttwun them, on our right of it , licyond these fields the wood continued 
for ■Hveral miles to our right The wood licyond the plantation in our front, m 
the skirt of which the eneim’s fir-1 line was formed, was aliout a mile m 
depth the road then leading into an extensive space of cleared ground about 
Guildford Court-house The woods on our nght and left wero reported to 
lx* impracticable for cannon , lmt, ns that on our right apjicared the most open, 
I n solved tonttaek the left wing of the enemy , and, whilst my disposition was 
making for tint purpose, I ordered Lieutenant Mnclcod to bring forward the 
guns and cannonade their ccntie The attack was directed to be made in the 
following order 

On the right, the regiment of Bose nnd the 71st Regiment, led by Major- 
Gcnenl Leslie, nnd supported by tlic first battalion of Gunids, on the left, the 
23rd and 33rd Regiments, led by Lieut -Colonel Webster, and supported by T the 
Grenadiers and second battalion of Guards commanded by Brigadier-General 
O’llara, the Ingcn-, and light infantry of the Guards, remained in tlic wood on 
the left of the guns, nml the cavalry m the road, ready to net as circumstances 
might require Our preparations being made, tlic action began about lialf-an- 
liour jnst one in the afternoon Major-General Leslie after been obliged, by 
tlic great extent of tlic enemy’s line, to bring up the first battalion of Guards to 
the nght of the regiment of Bose, soon defeated every thing before him Lieut - 
Colonel Webster, having joined the left of Major-General Leslie’s division, was 
no less successful in Ins front, when, on finding tlmt the left of tbo 23rd w ns 
exjioscd to n heavy fire from (he nght wing of the enemy, ho changed bis front 
to the left, and being supported by the Yagers and light infantry of the Guards, 
attacked and routed it, the grenadiers and second battalion of Guards moving 
forw ard to occupy tbo ground left vacant by the movement of Lieut -Colonel 
Webster 

All the infantry being now m the line, Lieut -Colonel Tarleton bad direc- 
tions to keep Ins cav alry r compact, and not to charge without positive orders, 
except to protect any of tlic corps fiom the most evident danger of being 
defeated The cxccssiv c thickness of the woods rendered our bay onets of little 
use, and enabled the broken enemy to make fiequent stands wuth an irregular 
fire, which occasioned some loss, and to several of the corps great delay, parti- 
cularly 7 on our nght, where the first bittabon of the Guards and regiment of 
Bose were warmly engaged m front, flank, and rear, with some of the enemy 
that had been routed on tbo first attack, and with part of the extremity of their 
left wing, which by 7 the closeness of the woods had heen passed unbroken The 
71st Regiment and Grenadiers, and second battalion of Guards, not knowing 
what was passing on their right, and hearing the fire advance on their left, con- 
tinued to move forward, the artillery keeping pace with them on the road, 
followed by the cavalry The second battalion of Guards first gamed the clear 
ground near Guildford Court-house, and found a corps of Continental infantry, 
much superior in number, formed m the open field on the left of the road 

Glowing with impatience to signalise themselves, they instantly attacked and 


522 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


App NO.YI1L 


defeated them taking two fi-poundcra, tat, pursuing Into tbe wood with too 
mnch ardour were thrown into confusion by a heavy fire, and immediately 
charged wad driven bock into the field by Colaod Washington’s dragoon*, with 
tbe kss of the 6-poundcr* they had taken. The eoemps cavalry was soon 
repulsed by a well-directed fire from two d-pounder* just brought tip by Lien 
tenant i indeed, and by the appearance of the grenadiers of the Guard*, and of 
the 71*t Regiment, which, having been impeded by acme deep ravine, were now 
coming out of the wood 00 the right of the Guard*, opposite to the Court-house. 
By the spirited exerttoct* of B rlgadier-Geoeral O’Hara, though wounded, the 
second battalion of Guard* wa* tocai milled, and, supported by the grenacbera, 
returned to tbe charge with the greatest alacrity The 28rd Regiment arriving 
at that matant from otrr left, and Lieut. -Colonel Tarieton having advanced 
with part of tbe mvalry the enemy were aoon jwt to flight, and the two 
O-poundara once more fell into our hand* j two ammunition waggon* and two 
Other ff-pxxmdcT*, being all the artillery they had in the field, were likewise 
taken. About thia time tbe 33rd Regiment and light infantry of the Guards, 
after overcoming many dlfScultita, completely rented the corps which was 
opposed to them, and put au end to tbe action in thia quarter The 23rd and 
7 lit Regiment*, with pert of the cavalry were ordered to pursue j tbe remainder 
of tbe camlry wa* detached, with Lieut -Colonel Tarieton, to our right, where 
a henry fire *tlll continued, and where hi* appearance and *pirited attack contn 
butod much to a *p©cdy term ins turn of the sothm. Tbe militia with which our 
right wing had been engaged dfeperaod In the woods } tbo continentals went off 
by the Reedy Fork, beyond which It wa* not in my power to follow them, a* 
their cavalry had suffered but little. Our troope were excessively fatigued by 
an action which lasted an hour and a half, and our wounded, dispersed over on 
extensive space of country required immediate attention. The care of our 
wounded, and tbo total want of provisions In an exhausted country made It 
equally impossible for me to follow tbe blow tbe next day Tbo enemy did not 
atop unto they got to tbe iron work* on Troublesome Creek, eighteen mile* from 
tbe Bold of battle. 

From our observation, and the best accounts wo could procure, we did not 
doubt fait tbo strength of tbe enemy exceeded 7000 men thdr m flit la com- 
posed their line, with parties advanced to the rails of tbe fields in their front 
the continentals were posted obliquely In tbe rear of tbclr right wing. Their 
camvsi fired 00 ns whilst we were forming, from the centre of the lino of militia, 
but were withdrawn to the continentals before tbe attack. 

I cannot ascertain tho loos of the enemy but It must have boon oansMcrnblo { 
between £00 and 300 dead were left upon tbe field. Many of thdr wormied 
that were able to move, whilst wo wore employed in tbe care of our own, escaped, 
and followed tho routed enemy ; and our cattle-driro* and forage parties hare 
reported to roe that tho honae* In a circle of six or eight mile* round ns are 
fall of other*. Tbooo that remained we hare token the belt care of In our 
rower "Wo took few prisoner*, owing to tho excessive thickness of tho wool 
fad I luting their escape and every man of our army bring repeatedly wanted for 
action. 

The conduct and action* of the officers and aoldlers that com peso this little 
army will do more Jtutico to tbdr merit than I can by words. Thdr perao- 
vering intrepidity fa action, thdr Invincible parienre fa tbo bardihlps and fatigue* 
of a march of above COO mile*, fa which they have forded several larre rivers and 
numberless erect*, many of which would bo reckoned large river* fa any other 
asm try fa tbo modd, without tent* or covering apximt the dlmaie and ofien 
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without provisions, will sufficiently mnnifost their ardent real for tlio honour ami 
interests of iheir Sovereign and their country 

I lmo Ihjcii partu ularly indebted to Major-G cnernl Leslie for his gallantry 
and exertion in the action, as well as his assistance m c\cry other part of tho 
service 'llu* red and spirit of Brigadier-General O’llam morit my highest 
commend it ions, fur, alter rt ceiling two dangerous wounds, lie continued m tho 
held whilst the action lasted, b\ his earnest attention on all othor occasions, 
Fi comled bj tho oflicers and soldiers of the brigade , Ins Majesty’s Guards are no 
less distinguished lw their order and discipline than by their spuit and i T nlour. 
the IksMnn remnient of Bose deserves mj wannest praises foi its discipline, 
al verity , and courage, and docs honour to Major ])u Buy, who commands it, and 
who is an ofl cer of superior merit I am much obliged to Bngadier-General 
Howard, who served ns a volunteer, for Ins spirited example on all occasions 
Lieut -Colonel Webster conducted Ins brigade like an officer of experience and 
gallantrv Lieut -Colonel Tarleton’s good conduct and spirit m the management 
of his cavnlrv was conspicuous during the whole notion , and Lieutenant Mncleod, 
who commanded the art lllerv, pioved himself upon this, ns well ns all fomiei 
occasions, a most capable and down ing officer T he attention and oxert ions of 
mv aides-de-camp, and of all the other public officers of the armj, contributed very 
much to the success of the dnj 

1 have constantlv received the most zealous assistance from Governor Marlin, 
during mv command m the southern districts Hoping that Ins prcsenco would 
tend to incite the loval subjects of this provmco to tnho an active part with 
us, he has checrfullv submitted to the fatigues and dangers of our campaign , but 
his dclicite constitution has suffered b} Ins public spirit, for, b} the advice of tho 
pliv siciaus, he is now obliged to return to England for the recovery oflns health 
Tins part of the country is so totally destitute of subsistence, that forage ib 
not nearer than nino miles, and the soldiers have been two days without bread , 

I shall therefore leave about seventv of the worst of the wounded cases at tho 
New Garden Quakor-Mceting-IIouse, with proper assistance, and move tho 
remainder with the arm}* to morrow morning to Bell’s Mills I hope our fnends 
will heartily take an active part with us, to vvhich I shall continue to encourage 
them, still approaching our shipping by easy marches, that we may procure tho 
necessary supplies for further operations, and lodgo our sick and wounded where 
proper attention can bo paid to them 

This despatch will be delivered to }otir Lordship by my aide-de-camp, 
Captain Brodrick, who is a very promising officoi, and whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your Lordship’s countenance and favour. 

I liavo, &c 

Cornwallis 


No. IX. 

Earl Cornwallis to General Washington 

Sir, York, tn Ylrglnln, October IT, 1781. 

I proposo a cessation of hostilities for twenty-four hours, and that two 
officers may be appointed by each side, to meet at Mr Moore’s house, to settle 
tonus for the surrender of the posts of York and Gloucester 

I have tho honour to be, &c. 

Cornwallis 
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Gesebal Washlsotot to Eael CoaxwAixt*. 

My I XlHJJ, C*mpbefcr» Vert, Qrt. IT 1T*L 

1 ltavu bad tbo boocmr of meriting your Lordship* letter of thl* date. 

An ardent dtaire to •[■are tbs farther efluikra of blood will rcadilr incline mo 
to ILten to *uch term* for the mmnder of your pexta and garrison* at fork and 
Gloucester e* aro admissible. ^ 

1 wltli previooj to the meeting of ccmmUdoncra, that your Lordahip a pro- 
f<ml* in writing, may bo aent to the American line*, for which purpoao a *u*pen- 
ilon of boa till tin danng two houn from tbo deRrory of thl* letter will bo 
E™knL I hare tho honour to bo. At 

G WA*m*(rrox 


KaM. 

Earn. Lootwallm To OcanuL Wa sh na i ra 
8m, Twfc.taYlrftati.Oet.iT IH1 Hear 

I ha to thl* moment been honoured with yoar Excellency s letter dated 
thi* day 

Tbo tltno limited for tending my atnwer will Dot adroit of entering into tho 
d Hall of art kin but the bari* of my jrropoKiU will be that tho ganiaoo* of korV. 
and G Ion enter thall bo prisoner* of war with tho customary Loooura. And for 
tbo conrcnleocv of tbo indirldoali which 1 haro the honour to command, that 
tho Dritbb ahull l e sent to Britain and tbo Germans to Germany under engage- 
roe-nt* not to kttb agninit Franco, America, or their allies, until released or 
regularly exchanged, That all arm* and indite Mure* eliall l« dclirercd up 
to jou but tliat tlie ouml Indulgence of «We-amis to officer*, and of retaining 
lYirato incTcrtT »)oll be granted to < fficer* and soldier* { and tltat the Id- 
trmit of scrcral mdlTidoals in ci\ il capocitle* and connected with ua, ahall lu 
attrndfd to. 

If yonr 1 seellmcy think* that a continuance of the ausprnrion of bn* t little* 
Willi nreervjry to transmit your annrrr I stall have do oljectlon to the lumr 
that v o maj jr\ J •*' J Larr the honour to 1» Ac. 

Comwauj* 


No \II 

Or ) tu V> A*m>OT\ N T<> HAUL c RSW ALLIS 
Mt f^ri cwt^ t r f* Ywfc.t'L i*. it r 

T at let w ary di^ui *ni an 1 d«dji * I stall at rre |nan«wrft 
' ir I nl IJj * 1 tier f jr t nhy t^-chur the pn ttal la 1* o| n wLUb a de 
ft Hi r treat t fcajiluLui a m*r tab j otr 

■* f \ttk and Ul om/r Inelu 1 n tl s. atom a jiujnj «* 
ill !»* rrerUcil jt- c.<r* f war The <rt*htba anr ard of k-c !if„ tta I nti l 
* It'rrtJatr i» t tie jcju of Lurtjc t *L 1 tlf;to|utli IrU^t- It 
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inadmissible Instead of tins, they will be marched to such parts of the count!) 
as can most conveniently provide for their subsistence, and the bones oh nf treat- 
ment of the prisoners, winch is ins anably observed by the Americans, s\ ill le 
extended to them The same honours vs ill lie granted to the ‘mrn.ndcrmg anus 
as were granted to the garrison of Cbarlcstossn 

The shipping and boats m the two harbours, sntli all their guns, stores tack- 
ling, furniture, and apparel, shall be delis ered, m their present state, to an officer 
of the navy appointed to take possession of them 

The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chest, and public stores of esers 
denomination, shall he delivered unimpaired to the heads of the departments to 
which they respectively belong 

The officers shall he indulged in retaining their side-arms, and the officers and 
soldiers may presersc their baggage and effects, ssith this reserse, tint proper!) 
taken in the countr) ss ill he reclaimed 

AVith regard to the mdisiduals in civil capacities, sshose interest sour 
Lordship wishes may he atteuded to, until the) are more particulars descnUd, 
nothing definitive can he settled 

I base to add, that I expect the sick and wounded ssill he supplied with their 
ow r n hospital stores, and ho attended by British surgeons, particularly charged 
with the care of them 

Your Lordship svill he pleased to sigmf) )our determination, cither to accept 
or reject the proposals now' offered, m the course of two hours from the delis or) 
of this letter, that Commissioners maj he appointed to digest the articles of capi- 
tulation, or a renewal ofliostihties maj take place 

I base the honour to he, «!sc , 

f! Wacjuxoto' 


No XI II. 


Earl Cormvslus to Gimi sl Wachim.ton 
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C 1 1 o^Ierr* of ray anny to meet two officer* from yon, ot onv time and place 
toil yea think projef to divert the article* of capUabtion. 

1 hare the honour to !<• kc., 

CotUtWAtXI*. 


Ka\n 

Coir or rue Aeticlej or CArmnaTic^ 

\btictt I 

The ptrrivmi of York nod 0 loo crater Inclod) n? the officer* nnd ararnro of hi 
Britannic Majesty * Ahlp*, u well u other mariner*, to ramrod r tlnrniwdrc* 
|>-i*oncr» of war to the combined force* of America and France The land troop* 
la remain prisoner* to the United State* — the nary to the rural annr of hi* 
Most Chrutian Majesty 

Granted. 

Amor IL 

The artillery arm* accontmnont military d>eit and pel lie *t <m of rrrrr 
J-tywnJ nation, alull le djircml tmimpiiirtd to the brads of 6- jertmmt* a; jointed 
to rrcrtrr them 

Granted. 

Amor III 

At twelre v clock UU Ur tie two rrdunlf* on tin* left flank of knrk t le 
d !i trrd, tl m to a d tael meet of \rneriean iufantry the itlier to a detach 
i n t of 1 reach prtoa Her*. 

Grafted 

Tie pirritoncf knrk will march oat to * | lac to |o apj'olntrd In frmt of 
t | wt*, at t»o ocl rk |Trri<« h with *1 af-eTed arm n I ur* ra I at 1 
runtime a Rrtti h cr H rcuo march. Tl v arr tl rn to p-n or I tl tran 
« f r-toTTj n c/wir rr-eampm rt ml err tfey wifi rrmifn until tb-r an 

n 1 "I n tf<* (tierl rf IL tr * tmaU-Ts Two *> rkt rn ll Mmji r « 1 

will*- hi tr»l ii re eel i. t a !»-i> ! r ra t f I rrr h if l Am nctn in (* 

* I n! t j t! n 11 r»rri n will mirrl rol at ll n ot h In tl* 

a -m -o U-r rat Iry wl I t t » w <i f Irjwn tnrrr| *o*i I i u ! tl 

l ohLrfj m jr*wrd*d f-r C»- r*m *r> < f k rk Tl y an- ll rwlw t 
f* r t i-y t rrn — c.<-j t, 1 1 tl y can |«C 1 l> tare* l rf 
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Article Y 

The soldiers to lie kept m Yirgmin, Maryland, or Pennsylvania, and as much 
hy regiments ns possible, and supplied with the same rations of provisions as are 
allowed to soldiers in the service of America A field-officer from each nation, to 
wit, British, Anspacli, and Hessian, and other officers on parole, in the proportion 
of one to fifty men, to bo allowed to lcsido near their respective regiments, to 
visit them frequently, and be witnesses of their treatment, and that their officers 
may receive and dclucr clothing and other necessaries for them, for which pass- 
ports are to be granted when applied for 

Granted 

Article YI 

The General, stall, and other officers not employed, as mentioned in the above 
articles, and who choose it, to be ]>crmitted to go on parole to Europe, to New 
York, or to any other American maritime posts at present in the possession of 
the British forces, at their own option, and propor vessels to bo granted by the 
Count do Grasse to carry them under flags of truce to New York, withm ten days 
from this date, if possible, and they to reside m a district, to be agreed upon 
hereafter, until they embark 

The officers of the civil department of the army and navy to bo included m 
this article Passports to go by land to bo granted to those to whom vessels 
cannot be furnished 

Granted 

Article VII. 

Officers to be allowed to keep soldiers as servants, according to the common 
practice of the service Servants not soldiers are not to be considered as prisoners, 
and are to bo allowed to attend their masters 

Granted 

Article YIH. 

The ‘Bonetta’ sloop-of-war to be equipped, and navigated by its present 
Captain and crew, and left entirely at the disposal of Lord Cornwallis from the 
hour that the capitulation is signed, to receive an aide-de-camp to carry despatches 
to Sir Henry Clinton , and such soldiers as he may think proper to send to New 
York, to be permitted to sail without examination, when his despatches are ready 
His Lordship engages on lus part that the ship shall be delivered to the order of 
the Count do Grasse, if she escapes the dangers of the sea, and that she shall not 
cany off any public stores Any part of the crew that may be deficient on 
her return, and the soldiers passengers, to be accounted for on her delivery 

Granted 

Abtiole IS 

The traders are to preserve then property, and to be allowed three months to 
dispose of or remove them , and those traders are not to be considered as pnsoners 
of w T ar 

The traders will be allowed to dispose of their effects, the allied army having 
he light to pre-emption The traders to be considered as prisoners of war upon 
parole 
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Astiglb X 

Natives or Inhabitants of different porta of this coon try at present In York or 
G loner* ter ore not to be punished on aooount of haring johiod the British army 

This article cannot bo men tod to, being altogether of civil resort. 

Aetiol* XI 

Proper hospitals to be furnished for the sick and wounded They are to be 
attended by thwr own surgeons on parole and they are to be furnished with 
medicines and stores from the American hospitals. 

The h os pi tail-stores now in York and Gloucester shall be delivered for the uso 
of the British sick and wounded. Passports will be granted for procuring them 
farther supplies from New York as oooftiiqn may require end proper hospitals 
will be famished for the reoeption of the sick and wounded of the two garrisons. 

Akticub xn. 

Waggons to be famished to d&rry the baggage of the officers attending the 
Soldiers, sad to surgeons when travelling on account of the sick, attending the 
hospitals at public expense. 

They are to be famished if poerible 

Astictji XDI 

The shipping and boats In the two harbours, with all their stores, guns, 
tackling, and apparel, shall bo delivered up in their present state to an officer of 
the navy appointed to toko possession of them, previously unloading the private 
property part of which had been on board lor security daring the siege. 

Granted. 

Abticle XIV 

No article of capita lstkffl to bo infringed on pretenoe of reprisals and if tliero 
be any dcsibtfnl expressions In it, they are to be Interpreted according to the 
common meaning and acceptation of the words. 

Gran tod. 

Dodo at Yoiktown, in Virginia, October 10th, 1781 

Comrwuiis. 

Tnos. Stmowds. 

Done In the trenches before York tom, In Virginia, October 10 li81 

O WisnrwoTow 
Lb Comte db RocnAimnitr 
Lb Comte de Bagoas 
cn moo nora ct celui du 
Comte de Gbame. 
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minion to return to India, I un persuaded that in weighing their prcteruktii, 
yon will pi re doe weight to thote of the officer* who at the risk of their lire* and 
constitutkca havo con tinned their attendance on the duties of their profession in 
thl* severe climate, and whose hops of preferment and command may by tho 
return of tho other*, bo disappointed. 

It U unnecessary to say modi on the *tato of the Ciril establishment. 3Iany 
Civil servants aro at present unemplovcd, and the operation of the new rcrenne 
arrangement* will toon make a great addition to the number of thow already In 
that disagreeable predicament I bopo that few of those at home will think of 
returnin'’ and I sec no probability of oar haring occasion for a ropply of writer* 
in lew than two year* at the aoonrat. 

I think I may acquire useful information to myself by taking as early an 
opportunity a* may be conrenicot to visit some of the principal place* of these 
Frcmncc*, and it may also bo of public utility that I ibonhl Inspect the whole of 
the army upon this establishment it Is therefore at present my intention to avail 
mvself of tho southerly winds that prevail during the rain* and to proceed by 
tlic river without making many halts, to the farthest statloo of the army at 
Fatty Gbur and to employ a few months, if I can Bpcre to much time in civil 
and military Investigation* upon my return j 

Couxwauj*. 


No \YI 

Taxi Conrwsixu to ttte Courr or Drnrcrons. 

Ho'-OCtHBLX Bit Oalk*Oirrs,A*t It 11*1 

The despatch by tlie Intelll-mce packet dated the 21st of July l"Tn, in 
which I was required to give my sentiments, after communicating with Hir 
Archibald Camplell, on the most eff dual mode to prevent all foturo grounds f*r 
eomplunt of Irregular and unusual promotion* between the officer* of Hi* 
Ma^ty t and of the Company a service arrived too late to admit of my executing 
roor command i by tho ship* of last season. 

To obtain proper regulations upon so delicate a point as the ri ht of cixntnarvl 
amm - military mm. Is In all situation* evtmnely desirable ; but, at an prat a 
!l l iw from the Supreme Corenuncnt It beconx* of particular Importance f r 
tlepulll Interr u In In>l.a. 

\\ HI in romilurce with your order* I bare given tbl* point a very full 
re* ’ ra b n, I hive alto thoo ht tl.*t upon this ccca h-n It wouM not unt** 
o min„ In me to iui?-it ktti ether c asurej ll .at appear to rne of li.c utmost 
eo twioft'f f r tie rifely of your jvwvsi! ns in IndU, by ternlin to improve 
)e*:r pmerol Mil tin svsten If In this I tare p-ne leund my In t ructions I 
tro t ti at It will W- rrcelre l at an apo »*v tl at It ) at tolely proceeded from *n 
anti tj to |nn t tl e pul lie lor nr anl Interrst 

TL jewrr* vr* M 1 r l*w In j m r Htm^iral c ( curt rr In tl e Oore rnment * 
a'ral, ta r* suf-cmt wl en prop rly netted trrunvcf ll e |irp er-« f 

b mil err xp »%1 rrmUJ n Wtll II 1 1 nr pn-sent jnl liestati n I shall 
% J »-t 1-^t l thn n rti*o U.e p »rr* lLa birr l<*-n t* Ir-atrd f r cvmrth < 
a 1 t tr <dr g »l *1 nay tp-ear to le Imp nrerKn!* in tie Mil tsry 
» eta cf t) j crcttry *r l »1 *-n rere jrr I »* ill e«va tJllr app ly fr tl * 
1 - /< n * ! * *** *+ f jrtir *ntl rliy On ll e frr «et.t i era 1 n 1 >1 all |ri 
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cipally confine myself to those points, winch by improving the general Military 
system, and by preventing jealousies between the officers of the King’s and 
Company’s troops, would, I conceive, tend to promote the general interests of the 
empire, but which cannot be earned into effect without the support of His 
Majesty, and the co-operation of the whole legislature These points are reducible 
in substance to two heads, viz — 

1st That the East India Company should be enabled to obtain a greater 
number and a better quality than they can at present of European recruits , and 

2ndly That their officers should be permitted to rank equally according to 
the dates of their commissions -with those of His Majesty’s troops, while they are 
upon service together in India 

Tour Honourable Court are too well acquainted with the state of your affairs 
in this country to render it necessary to employ much reasoning to prove how 
entirely their safety depends upon the good condition of your European force. 

I think it must be universally admitted that without a large and well-regu- 
lated body of Europeans, our hold of these valuable dominions must be very 
insecure It cannot be expected that even the best of treatment would constantly 
conciliate the willing obedience of so vast a body of people, differing from our- 
selves in almost every circumstance of laws, religion, and customs , and oppres- 
sions of individuals, errors of Government, and several other unforeseen causes, 
will no doubt arouse an inclination to revolt On such occasions it would not be 
wise to place great dependence upon their countrymen who compose the native 
regiments to secure their subjection The extent of your establishments of 
European force may not always depend upon your own ideas of the propriety of 
them , they must m some degree relate to the state of your own finances, and to 
the ability of the mother-country to furnish supplies of men But I now think it 
incumbent on me to declare my opinion that, whatever their numbers may be, it 
will he of the utmost consequence for the improvement of the Military system of 
this country, that recruits raised for the service of the Honourable Company 
■should be subject to martial law from the time of their being enlisted, and that it 
should be lawful to levy them publicly m any part of the British dominions, in 
the same manner as those for His Majesty’s regiments With these advantages 
men of a proper quality might be collected, and instead of their being burned 
aboard their ships, without a possibility of their being carefully examined, they 
might be placed, under proper officers, who, m the intervals between the sailing 
seasons, might give them some military instruction, and subject them to regu- 
lations that would tend to promote their health, and to render them useful on 
the voyage 

It would be painful for me to enlarge much on the present state of the 
European troops m the Company’s service, but m hopes that upon this particular 
occasion it may prove of public advantage, I think it right to acknowledge that, 
except the corps of artillery, I have every reason to believe that m quahty of 
men, as well as in discipline, they are at all the three Presidencies extremely 
inferior to those m the service of His Majesty 

On the second head it will be sufficient to remark that the superiority of 
King’s over Company’s commissions among officers of the same rank, while it has 
occasioned disgust and mortification to the latter, must no doubt m many 
instances have been prejudicial to the pubhc service By obtaining an equality of 
rank according to the date of commissions for the Company’s, you will not only 
do justice to them, but you will remove what appears to me to have been the 
principal cause of the jealousies that have hitherto subsisted between the officers 

2 ii 2 
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of the two s ervic e* and if His Majettr on ooe aide, and tic Court of Director* 
and thdr Government* abroad oo the other will *grec to abstain from granting 
brevet* of rank in India beyond the rule* that are usually observed for promotion 
in the respective aerrkea, I am clear in opinion that neither the King's nor Com 
jmny’a officer* will on that bead hare any jtut ground for complaint, 

I bare the ntbfaciioc to inform Ton that Sir Archibald Campbell has agreed 
in opinion with me, that the principal object* for the improvement of the Military 
bj it e m in thU country and for preventing Jen! oral ea between the officer* of the 
two aerricc*, arc contained in the taro beadj above mentioned, lie baa also added 
to that opinion, that It may be an improvement to form dawes of the King* and 
Company * officer* of different rank*, and that in caao of an officer being put over 
hi* arnior in the other by a promotion in hi* own am-vicc, ho •Hall atfll do the 
lloe-dutfc* in hi* farmer place- Though I have the greatest reaped for Sir 
Archibald** acntrxnenU, yet, a* thU principle i» not at pr esent applied to the 
general promotion among** the Compand* different establishment* hi India, nor 
even to the promotion In the Artillery and Engineer co q * of each separate Pre- 
ddency and I* al*o different from the practice of HI* JIa}e*tj a aerricc, I cannot 
recommend the adoption of it t on the contrary I propoao that the officer* ihaH 
oontinoo to enjoy a* at present the advantage* of tho procnotkin that may fall to 
their lot in thdr respective aerricc*. 

In addition to what I hare aahl, I think it my daty not to omit thU oppor 
tanity to offer to your attention a h*rd*hlp of a very serioa a nature, which la 
frequently experienced by the officer* of the different EitabliUiment* in thl* 
country I mean *upercc**ion* by officer* who obtain perroWon to return with 
thdr rank to the eerrice Nothing can la more reasonable than that your offierr* 
abroad should, under certain restriction*, be Indulged with leave to go to Europe 
cither foe the recovery of their health, or on account of their private affair*. 
When only a moderate and neccwary ipaee of time is employed for these pur 
I oww no person haa a right to complain of their returning without prejudfeo to 
thdr rank. Tbo act of parliament La* thrown eomldcrnUe difficulties In the way 
of the return of officer* whose *tay at home ha* exceeded fire year* Hut cajc* 
will frequently occur within that period, of officers who hare loitered away tholr 
time idly in Europe of other* who hare dissipated thdr fortune* by extravagance 
and of some who arc tempted by tbe near project of Iocratlve all nation*, and 
who, by King permitted to return without prejudice to thdr rank, may frequently 
dmpjoint In an unfair and cruel manner the reasonable expectation* of many 
offierr* of merit, who have daring thdr lUence in a better climate given a 
lealour attention to tbdr military duties In India. 

I am i-nuadnl that tLe alow amiffirratforw will hare doe wd^ht with your 
Htnourullc Court »l*n apj^lealkci a re made by offierr* f * Ira to to return to tbe 
►Trice w ithout prejudice to thdr rank and I ihall take the ffierty to reectnmen 1 
that It be an estaillihed rule at all the I mid end r*, Uiat ail offim* upon thdr 
return frem 1 cmfrt thill remain a* rojcrnumemic* until by vacancies falling in 
thnr mi*xtire nnV*, tl-ey can 1*5 placed upon the rff^rtlre dtallbhment*. 

1 1 are Ac., 

f rSHWALUV 
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No. XVII. 

r\m. Consw vi.us to Tiir Court or Dirfctors 

Honoi i.\mr £»►.**, Dcc.10.ns7 

1 Iia\ c on n former occi^on, bv tho desire of the Honourable) Court, laid 
tin <ent intents H fore \ou cone* nnng the mode of preventing in future nil jarring 
or jealousies Kturen ofiitors in the Compuij’s and those m His Mnjcstj’s service 
who nnv Ik? oniplovod in this count rv 

1 recommend tint thev nnv Ik? put ns ncarh ns possible upon a footing of 
rijmht\ m every roj^ed, whenever thej mnj happen to l>e employed together 
ujhui the vunc service, m this principle juj and allowances are undoubtedly 
included, and I am therefore clear m opinion that except m the nrticlo of off- 
rochonmg-', which is a matter of internal economv in Doth services, it will lw 
loghlv c\i>cdunt in the Honourable Companv to make the income of tho diflerent 
ranks of His Majcstv'fi officers who mav he cmploved in India, cxnctlv the same 
with that of the com sending ranks of their own ofiiccrs who mnj be cmplojcd 
tijvon the same service with them 

I will not take iijHiti me to siv how fir the complete adoption of this pro- 
position should ojverote m settling the account between the Company and His 
Mnjcstj’s Ministers for the sum ordered h\ the legislature to be paid for tho 
services of the Kings troops m India, hut 1 mil certain that tho measure, by 
removing verj material causes for jealousies and dissatisfactions when tho troops 
of l>oth services net in conjunct ion together, would tend grcatlj to promote tlio 
success of all jour military operations j £ c 

CORNWALLIS. 


No xvm. 

IIight Hon Henri Dundas to Earl Cornwallis 

[Secret nnd ConDdcntlal J Kcceiv cd Feb 10, 1788 

My DFAn Lord, Wimbledon, July 22 , 1787 

A single sj liable relative to the subject of this letter lias not been com- 
municated to the Directors of the East India Companj', nor indeed to anybody 
except Mr Pitt Mr Grenville (Lord Mulgravo being out of town), the Secretary 
of War, and Sir William Fawcett, nnd of course your Lordship, will perceive how 
important it is that it should be considered by you and Sir Archibald Campbell, 
to whom I have communicated it, ns truly sccict and confidential Soon after tho 
institution of the Board of Control, I wrote a lettor to Lord Sydney From that 
time the subject lay perfectly dormant , but when I received the private letters 
which have been wrote to me from time to time since you arrived in India, and 
in which you state the wretched condition of all the European troops in India, 
except tho King’s troops, I was led very seriously to revolve the subject m my 
mmd, having m view, that when any disturbance occurs m winch this nation 
may be involved with other European powers, we must lay our account that India 
is to he the scene of action , and how soon this may be the case, from the present 
state of Holland, it is not easy for any man to decide Besides this I have made 
up my mind to il as a principle of Indian administration, that we ought at all 
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time* to keep a force there not only for defence, bat active operations. When tbe 
occasion occur* It will be too late to be recruiting your European armv in iDdia, or 
to be IrKTCurng It from a pence to a war establishment. It murt. In my opinion, 
be at all time* kept on such a scale u that, upon the receipt of a letter from this 
country your Lordship, or any other peraon in the Administration of India, must 
be instantly ready to begin offensive operations against Pondicherry Tnncomal^ 
the Dutch possessions In the Eastern Isles, ot in short, anywhere that appears 
best calculated to add to our own strength or annoy tbe enemy It would bo 
presumption In me to enlarge upon the subject to year Lordship, with a view of 
proTtng bow conducive It is to the i access of a war to strike the first capital blow 
Another consideration has much weight In my mind. I mean the state of Bombay 
Its importance to the safety of India, both in respect to iU bring the only asylum 
to our fleet In time of war and in respect to Its being an Important military 
station, at tbe back both of the Maratta and Mysorean countries, to keep those 
powers in awe, Is too familiarly known to you to require any illustration from ms j 
but notwithstanding its Importance In those very essential article*. Its establish- 
ment is totally Incomplete j and has always appeared to mo even defect Ire In its 
construction, although It was complete especially In eo far as concerns European 
force by which I take It for granted it ooght in a great degree to bo parriscaed 
h on will easily aro bow llttlo I must bo qualified to detail anything with accuracy 
od that subject when I inform you that I am not possessed, from some shameful 
neglect somewhere, of any return of the military force of Bombay sIdcc the year 
Under a strong impression of tboec Ideas, I was Induced, with the appro- 
bation of Mr Htt, to submit my opinion to the King. lie sent Sir George Tonga 
and Sir William Fawcett to talk with me on tho subject, and seemed mach to 
spprore of the system bat was my averao to bringing home the two old regi- 
ment*, from an apprehension that Mr Olt would find It necessary to cut off two 
regiments from the army establishment at home If they were brought from I mbs. 
I disencumbered ray plan very soon from that objection by stating what was true 
that It formed do essential part of IL Inclosed is tbe Report of fir George Ion ge 
In ecovqU'*nce of tbe conversation with me and the directions the King gave to 
Mr 0 forge ^onge In consequence of tliat Report. Sir George konge lias since 
given me a payer as the estalUihment of an. F uropeaa regiment of King’s troops 
In Indui iekI I ara Informed by him that be has tbe King * commands to transmit 
to you bis orders that tbe regiments shall to all on that establishment In point of 
force If you arc of opinion that the native troops should be on the same footing, 
yon will of course proceed to do ll j and your official letter to the Coart of Directors 
will Inform them U-at yon have made that alteration In the establishment ordered 
hr the I iter of tie 2Dt Peptrml<i*r 1~8j \tra may asd-m any reason f w ddn 
*■> that you please either that yen think It a letter strength f w a reriramt or 
that you hate done It to make Uj* army uniform In rcnseqnmce of tlx* order* 
from tl e King to arrange Au troope In that way In short, give any reason you 
I raw lat d > It pot In o-ewqumee of ectnmunlcati n with m but as an act of 
vruicwn I mean if yen aj prove of ddn- It, f* if jr<i da cot apj*rore of It, yon 
will r/-l dj It at all Tlxre Is one point upon which tLe Kin" Iji cot yrt Ira-n 
etj ot; I mean t! e port ef my ivrprHtU n tljt lie IJ^uL-Tolonrii of ll prav 
•mfM rHc.<~U shea! J t«* taken from ti e /'Trier- of tl Tail In ha f crajany { 
a. lh a 'res at Ht rent n of Ira tail eu tha If tl^-ro rerirconts sLmil llo plven 
t Urtrail O'* .-m tie actual c-r mar 1 cf tLera sreul ! Jo h lh handi of tl 
t t~ vs ,r -rr*. 1 uo re t tl Irk tl cl Vctl- n a ro 1 (f^ lelwvlr- as I do 
t*»! tlrar ri v m nlrai— t r**cm cf tie rack cf UcuL-f ol s*-l Jr, tl * 

f* Ha t It>!j ( rr-parr to *»! ran the er-irur*’ f rerireot ml 1 1 
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with great ptopnety he given At any rate the objection would be completely 
removed by gn mg the command of those regiments to officers of his own, not 
Generals, but who are only of the rank of Colonel m his own army , and, without 
any disparagement to Ins General Officers, I should not feel it a bit worse for my 
plan, but a great improvement upon it, if he were to make use of it for the 
purpose of placing in actual scrucc in India meritorious officers of no higher 
rank than Colonel, to whom the command of these regiments might be given 
Nobody knows better than your Lordship that wo have several in our service 
of that description If you will privately transmit to me the names of those you 
think most meritorious, I shall take care, through Mr Pitt and myself, to have 
them properly brought under view when the occasions offer I have not yet 
heard w horn His Majesty points at for these commands , except Mr Pitt, or 
I believe Sir George, inform me that he had determined to give the first to Sir 
Archibald Campbell, and the next to Sir Robert Abercromby Both these 
appointments will bo vory agreeable to your Lordship , I confess they are so 
to me 

As the plan is altogether a secret as yet, the intention is to keep it so for some 
months In the mean time exertion will bo made to raise as many recruits as 
possible , and by the time the ships of the present season are sailing, there will 
probably be as many then ready as to form three European regiments upon the 
new plan If they are, they will then be regimented, or I hope these new recruits 
will bo put into the regiments remaining at home, and the regiments going to 
India will be formed m a great measure of trained men from the home regiments 
The King’s officers will be immediately appointed to them , and I take it for 
granted those belonging to the service of the East India Company, who are to 
receive King’s commissions, will be left to bo filled up by you, and you be theieby 
enabled to give marks of jour favour to those officers belonging to the East India 
Company’s service whom you would wish to mark with your favour You will 
of course take under view 7 , in domg so, the meritorious servants at all the Pre- 
sidencies , and as to the regiment to be commanded by Sir Archibald Campbell, I 
shall suggest to Mr Pitt the propriety of his being warranted, out of the Indian 
officers of his own establishment, to fill up those commissions which will be given 
to officers belonging to the East India Company I make no doubt, on further 
discussion of the subject, His Majesty will be satisfied of the propriety of giving 
at least some Lieut -Colonel’s co m m issions to the India Company’s officers I 
feel particularly interested m the adoption of that part of the plan, because without 
it the plan does not do complete justice to the Indian army 

I have already alluded to the importance of Bombay, and to the feebng I have 
of its present weakness m point of European force With the view of remedying 
this, 1 have suggested to Mr Pitt, and the King approves of it, that a King’s 
regiment should be immediately sent from Madras to Bombay Sir George Yongo 
writes to you on this subject The regiment so taken away will be replaced 
by one of those to be sent out, probably Sir Archibald Campbell’s , the one given 
to Colonel Abercromby will likewise be sent to Bombay , and the third, I 
suppose you will choose to have at Bengal I only mention those as the ideas 
that occur to us at home , but your Lordship will of course act on your own 
judgment as to the distribution of any force that now is or at any time may be 
sent to India 

Upon the subject of Bombay another material pomt remams to be stated Sir 
Archibald Campbell, both from his letters to me and other communications, is 
quite determined to leave India in April, 1789 It is therefore of moment that 
without delay another person should be thought of to go to India We aie all 
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a^rwtl that military men are tie beat of all Gemrmon for iDdfa, and our wish Is 
to pmuato General Medowi to accept tie Government of Bombay with a oxn- 
mmfon of Commander in-Chtofof tint settlement He will remain till CampWt 
1 «tm Madras, and cm be appointed to that settlement when Campbell Imres 
it ; and there be can remain till yoa leave India, and bo ready to succeed you 
-when yoti choc#: (which I hope will be as laio as you can) to leare it. I new 
mean to say a wend to preas you to stay beyond ymr stipulated time for I 
ahoold not think to urge that, after haring got yon upon the spot and after 
haring so explicitly engaged not to do it before yew went This scheme of 
Medows has not vet been mentioned to the Court of Directors, but If he accepts 
it wftl soon; and If the Directors are refractory they mast In some shape or 
other be Induced to compliance for It Is an object in which we cannot admit of 
false delicacy 

I do not recollect any more I hare to say on these subjects of military 
arrangement. I flatter myself what 1 hare wrote will be snfUdent to conrcr 
to yon with sufficient dearness what has Iren necessary for me to lay before 
jdg. I treed not explain to yoa that when I write on this or any other subjects 
of Importance, Mr Htt is privy to everything I write 

Tours, Ac., 

I Iran r Dux das. 


ha MX 

Haul Coaxwsmi to ttii Corner or Dim crons 
Ilo'cociunx Bins, oiwt u, Xntk 3, ini, 

Being particularly gratified by your liberal attention to my rc- 
commfTnbtira to increase the allowances of some of the public officers at this Pre- 
sidency l thought It my date to bo scrupulously careful not to exceed your 
Intention with respect to the period of tbeir commencement. On that account I 
moled that three gentlemen should only rrerire the Increased allowances from 
tie date ef the arrival of tbo jacket lea ring It to you to declare whether it U 
your j 1 ram re to extend the Indalgrnce Irrood that term 

I cvnrkler It at Uto same time Incumbent upon me to remark that when U e 
ml Vet shall come under your consideration, the care of tbs Accountant-General 
win l«j panlcuUrly rntittol to your favourable notice j f>r cxclurire of the jef 
► rjj claim* of Mr I-arltot, f ^lrulrd cjon long and faithful srrrlo-* It U projwf 
to 1 to fiTcur of Ur | retrnsiems to an ext r«ton of Uie term of ccrrmencrment 
that he bar neither In tV f -rm cf latto, ntalUthmcut cf office or to any ctl r 
turxe r whaterrr drawn the smallest adranta-e IcyrtJ Us Cird salary store the 
red etloi tf LI* former allowance* 

Tie only jotol ajru which It apj«nn *° ^ ,0 l*“ tree* ary to give an frertr- 

<h»te |r n, li tl< refcimce mjeetirg tie utility cf tlorfCtccfOuartrrr'a.irT 

feereral an 1 I con ■ w jcu with tie ctmr.t certainty flat even In tiroeef 
jrnnehi cr <f(h evst tecruarr mflitary lE-es nj u tlJ* ntilHl n nt 
Vi i ^ \}jt b xt leen C uallr all tied to that office ileni, rari. o» ar>! 
to rta t l a t J Itl erio levm pnr>-i|ftl!y cf a civil jrature mch as tl e |nn I n 
*f I o » w* n f r tl crTcy re *f tr ps rr cf camp ctjul(*~ 

t rrjoJr* ( m-r r 1 rjr }r~% t( ra 1 ai I tl or recth-a <f all tn j tar y 

« ra ttot ire r * f r if s*rctrr !at n it tie tr -js where U ere are 
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no regular barracks, and part of tbc income of that officer has been derived from 
a commission of 10 per cent upon all sums expended foi any purpose whatevei 
under bis control or direction A variety of other occupations prevented me for 
some time from acquiring a satisfactory knowledge of the manner in which the 
duties of that office had been performed, or from considering how the plan for 
conducting that department could be improved But having for upwards of a 
year past had the advantage of the assistance of Lieut -Colonel Cockerell, the 
present Quartermaster-General, who is an officer of great ability and experience, 
and upon whose integrity I have the utmost rebance, I have been able to make 
considerable progress m putting that office upon a proper military footing With 
that view I have, amongst other arrangements, added two very important military 
branches to the other duties of that office by establishing it as a rule that the 
Quartermaster-General shall, on every possible occasion, be a constant member of 
the Committee for the inspection of all articles delivered for the use of the public 
by the agent for the provision of camp equipage and other military stores, and 
that, prei ious to the march of troops, it shall be his particular duty to obtain 
correct information of tho state of the roads, bridges, and other communications 
through which they must pass, and to prepare proper routes for the different 
bodies of troops whon any considerable movement is ordered m the army upon 
this establishment This latter part of Ins duty will also be the more important, 
as I am clearly convinced that the discipline of this army will be greatly improved 
by frequent or indeed, if possible, annual reliefs 

I have received the greatest satisfaction from the close application to business 
and the judicious conduct of Mr Duncan in his station of Resident of Benares 
Ho is now with the Bajah upon a tour through the whole Province, which has for 
its objects a minute examination of the internal condition of that valuable country, 
but particularly in compliance with my directions to establish regular Courts for 
the administration of justice, under the authority of the Eajah of Ghanseepoor 
Tuanpore, and Mizapore — a measure which, however extraordinary it may appear 
to you, has been hitherto neglected, but which I trust will tend to promote the 
happmess and security of the inhabitants 

Mr Duncan seems to entertain no doubt of being able to realise with facility 
all the just demands of this Government By the late arrangements in the Presi- 
dency, the Rajah’s income has been considerably increased, whilst at the same 
time I am happy to inform you that, after defraying all the additional expenses of 
the new establishments, a large surplus will m this and all future years arise to 
the Company ... I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 


No. XX 

Earl Cornwallis’s ultimate Instructions to Captain John Kennaway, 

DEPUTED TO HYDERABAD 

gjjj Fort William, Juno 16, 1788 

Bemg extremely desirous to act with every degree of moderation and re- 
spect to the Nizam, that may appear to be compatible with the requisite means 
for the effectual accomplishment of the object of your mission, I am now of opinion, 
after very mature deliberation, that it will be most expedient to postpone the de- 
livery of my letter to the Nizam, and the full explanation of our intentions 
respecting the Guntoor Circai, till after your arrival at Hyderabad 
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"ion will therefore continus your journey with u much expedition u the 
tenon ud other dreumstanees will admit, acquainting Sir Archibald Campbell 
aod me and Meer Mahomed Hoi-win, from time to tune with yoor progress. 

1 trait that you will find the Nizam suffidently well inclined to show all the 
neccuarr and ajtu.1 external mark* of drill ty in hla reception of you and my 
wish will be that, 11 toco ai the riaita of ceremony are OTer yon iboald proceed, 
with ax little Ion of time ai pcwfble to the business of your deputation. For 
that porpoce you will, ai loon ai maybe consistent with decency demand an 
audience of tbe Nixam for the parpoao of delivering my letter containing the 
demand of the Otmtoor j and, conformable to the reason* which arc dated In the 
instructions that yon hare already received, yoa will accompany the formal demand 
with an expJLdt declaration that the Company’s troop* will march into the drear 
within fourteen dayi efter the date of that conference. 

\ on are already apprised that the Nizam will probobly express much dlicon- 
tent at this determination. 

So far therefore it may be proper to anthoriie yon to impend the declaration 
relating to the Company t troop* at the time of yoor audience lest, in the first 
moment! of disappointment and vexation the N I ram ahonld to tempted to form 
acme violent resolution, sol express It by any act of Intemperance. Of this you 
will judge but i cannot by any means consent to your po*tponlng the declaration 
leyc-nd threo days after yoor audience which may he notified to him by letter 

Bat whilst yoa cannot relax In any part of the salwlance of the measure 1 
moat repeat tnr recommendation that you will be prepared with every conciliatory 
argument that han bem pointed oat in yoor Instructions, or that may be «u r gwtfJ 
by yoor own pro lenee and good rente to endcavohr to prevail upon him to jtc 
serre an amicable appearance In yielding bit acquiescence to It. 

FhoaU he determine to refute a voluntary ■urnrrxler of the Circar tome cd- 
pleatant scenes may be unavoidable, though the troop* In taking poaserelon of It, 
will l« direct c< I to abstain as much as pccdWe from Injuring Individual* and 
from all acta of vh Imce whatever 

It Is al'vjproloble that In the event of our Icing forced to execute this measure 
will oat hi* erarent, the \ team i t no per will not for tome time be tufliriently cool 
to give you credit for the literal j rinriplea on which yea will offer to jTOCtvd to 
U e adjustment of the public account 

A little n flection, however upon tl e danger of Io*lng entirely and 1mm edi 
at It a hr-** gum of money of lolance Icsldcs the future jaymrnt of the pesbeush, 
ly hclmin^ all fn-mllr dj«ru ion may In a short time render him more aecrrm 
m Ltln ; l qt white rr sl-ns of ill humour or discontent, *lw>rt of 1 oetllltr cr 
aetu.il ir ult iray l« i! re-n on lil» jwrt you will I* portlcolarlycarefnl to oviduct 
t arvdf wuh the gna^-i vj h-rati n of maon r anlt manlfnt an unlf jjin du 
1 t n to r e-o Jjtc and t minite the who traniartioo with the utm at Ua«i 
ar 1 Llrnlur 

In wl i ncr n_tnn<T li e j*ww« n t f tie Circar tn.tr le cl tained, th* Nlram 
wieni j n -rrrS to a *ut meet < f accrunts will pn 1 rd lv mike retrral charts 
ft* ce lw.wr« d * Ijr rrrtrev In tl e Cirtar rjefudr » f tl* sum tl vt bay 

!«• a_ruttr«l t tr-daoh him epon tl/- adjustment of the greirral aeount t twrm 

t x I t ) ■n m r- *— 

^ *3 will j >r a o 1 *t ntl n t alt * rh claim* ; 1 at I w| 1 tl retl-er'er t f 
oar attrerfl ■»!«✓ il b !*■ I ft u*. r VrcUlnM Canjtell 1 i n ty 
L-* » *-rr i<* Inrr I tlm M ‘ t \nl IUL1 lae-jhl! a r | j i will fl w 

* -ret ei at he r~»y ll tl jvjrf to give f t Ir r*lr llm Pi fra! 

* t * ~ ty * iUr- rt 
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Sir Arclubald Campbell wall receive a copy of all your instructions, and of my 
letter to tlio Nizam , and a copy of that letter will also ho transmitted to Messrs 
Malet, Palmer, and Forster, that they may ho able to give a distinct explanation, 
where they respectively reside, of the nature of our present negotiation with the 
Nizam, and of the principles upon which wo have preforred our demand of the 
Circar 

For the reasons which have induced mo to leave little time for intrigue to the 
Nizam, between the declaration of our intention and the term which we fix for the 
surrender of the Guntoor, I do not wish to communicate to any of the Mahratta 
chiefs tho real object of your mission until our design is ready for immediate exe- 
cution, hut at the same time it will he most proper that they should receive the 
first notification of it from the Kesidents of this Government 

In order therefore to give the necessary information on your part, you will 
prepare separate letters directed to Sir Archibald Campbell, to Mr Malet, Major 
Palmer, and to Mr Forster, as soon as you can mention to them the precise day 
on which the declaration will he made , and you will despatch them by different 
cossids forty-eight hours before the day named by the Nizam for a formal audience, 
which will enable you to execute that part of your instructions 

From the present political appearances, both in this country and in Europe, it 
seems at least highly improbable that any circumstances will arise between this 
time and that of your arnval at Hyderabad which would induce this Government 
to alter our present determination upon the business in question , and indeed I 
should hardly consider any reason shoit of a rupture with any of our neighbours 
upon other grounds, or an immediate war being an almost certain consequence of 
our making this demand, as sufficient for postponing it 

I have confidence enough m you to be persuaded that your own judgment 
would suggest tho necessity of suspending tho execution of your orders m the 
event of very important incidents occurring that could probably not be known by 
this Government , and should there be reasonable grounds, contrary to all present 
probability, to apprehend circumstances of the description to which I allude, you 
will confine yourself to a civil intercourse with the Nizam, and to general pro- 
fessions of friendship, until you can receive further instructions for your guidance 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 


No. XXI 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Nov 3 > 1788 

The interests of your territories are now so much blended with those of 
the province of Oude, that in my opinion we are called upon, no less by consider- 
ations of private advantage than by a regard to the honour and credit of the nation, 
to pay the most liberal attention to every public measure that may tend to promote 
its prosperity It was from these motives, as I have informed you, that I proposed 
last year to the Vizier to arrange a commercial treaty between the two Govern- 
ments upon conditions of mutual benefit and of perfect equality , and I requested 
that his ministers should consider themselves at entire liberty to discuss the 
different articles with regard to their effect on the interests of His Excellency s 
dominions with the utmost deliberation and fieedom A copy of the treaty 
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which, if ter much connpondcnce, tm concluded In ihii manner will bo tnn*- 
miltcd to you In the despatch from tho Beard. It Is nearly conformable to the 
draft which wu endow*! to yon in my letter by the Rodney and I cm sanguine 
enough to hope that it will contribute to awaken a spirit of activity and industry 
la the country of Oade whilst by facilitating cur communication with the Deccan 
and with the Upper Province* of the Empire many valuable aourcr* of commerce 
will be opened or enlarged for the inhabitants of the Company • dominions 

The regulation and reform of the management of tho Frovinoe of Beuarca 
has likewise continued to occupy a great deal of my most earnest attention, as 
being an object which your Imm ediate interests and the general principle* of 
policy and hmuanltr rendered it equally Important to accomplish. Instead of 
entering in this place into a detail of the erfls that existed, and of the measure* 
that hare been adopted for encouraging the commerce and culture and for 
securing happiness for the numerous inhabitants of that valuable remindiny 
I shall beg leave to refer you to the Residents different letters, and to the 
Resolutions and Instructions of tho Bonrd upon them In which you will Cud 
every interesting particular tela ting to the situation of Benares, os well as 
the motives which influenced our decisions and orders, fully and distinctly 
ciplained. Viter Incoming acquainted with the alarming state of decay Into 
which that country had fallen, and with the pucmlent defects and Tkes in 
Its internal government, I entertained no hopes of obtaining an hearty con- 
currence and assistance from the Rajah in their comet ion, because I believed 
Litntolw liks mm t of the chiefs of this country too Jealous of his own personal 
ImjortaDCO to as/n-nt with sincerity to rules which included the very necesamr 
regulation of his own conduct, and too little capable of comprehending the 
ruinous consequences to his own private interests which mart ultimately arise 
from an Im-ular and capndoos system of government On the other hand, 
baring no intention to attempt to Increase the present revenue or actual power of 
the Company In Renarrs, I proceeded with confidence to authorise the measure* 
of reformation which are described In the p-ulllc records 5 and I hope they will 
by promoting th- Improvement of commerce and cultivation, tend to giro per 
maoeoey to the Company s rr venue ami to a/ Id considerably to the profits and 
Income of the I.ajrh hirovlf whilst I likewise tru t that eiperieoec will proto 
that tl ry lave leru well calculated to protect the mass of the Inhal itants e-alnst 
the ml*eri''s, so dm moo In this quarter of the glole of op per* ion an 1 injustice 
l nra tl i* great srd constant rewrt of strajrtn to B* nan-* many of w }w in are 
|trrwn« ef LI h rank or eminent learning it U tL rr that the merits or d fret 
rf ear CWrmnrot will le rtwit con* leuocij and I am Inclined to Loje an /1 
leisure tl »t tie praises cf tie* I>»I bmt and the rejert of British nxsleratloti and 
j stin* will |e envered to tl e rrv*t remote j fcitln^r-* of MndoUn. 

V nr erd'Vt f v tl at lit! m cf the cc tr-nj J n*e duties were In as fir a* 
t v ey nfTctly aff rt<d the T vr ( m nal'-ns carried Into rvnratl •nlmmeibst ty after 
tli-T were rrerito! cl I wll! t tie twuure las end. ul tolly frmotfd many 
T 7 "’ o' f r sller-niU'f) with t! I errirn CYrqnrlov, I tnr»t tl «t In Its effects It 
wi | a. n-rd u the gercnl ft *>*jra— r* ft tf the CTne^-tfr of tl e c« uatry 

I Cl r- J p * CT Tl we t-'l *. /qtu_e pr 'Til let £{ t|_i| rt-*ll I aj|w fmi Trl n 

q *- ■* tie t i’entta, whl L am-nt t a. noilly ti a very c*f W 
1 1 * u- If It d U * »ar foci njrrl r<r tlst lie ddtl'-t cn p ’so nlr 

f *1^ c* 1 ** tnr »*e njlef rppfr-* tr t Ir llillea! rr hurtful t j ti e grn»nl 

Tf f tl* t w tleT wl lie I TC fr«| t f f- frlf Lli n <S It *t al**>- 

l J fee* iry I St * ! 4 »»_, *1 Ic tevbd »n t^ frtte-rt if I-d It at 0 « 

n % 1 1 1 1 e »• i | tyer-r tres y wit! lV Virlrr e t rm yen aox tl 
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of the sum 'which they will produce, hut as a measure of policy to give a reason- 
able protection to the manufactures of Bengal and Bahar against the importation 
of those of similai fabrics from the countries of Benares and Oude 

The fundamental objects of our plan Mere to curtail all unnecessary expenses, 
and to establish useful rules for simplifying and facilitating the despatch of all 
branches of the public business Under the head of economy, we proceeded to 
the abolition of useless offices and the reduction of extravagant establishments , 
and, to render it more difficult in future to introduce abuses, the heads of offices 
were required to lay before the Board a detail of such establishments as they con- 
ceived to be indispensably necessary for carrying on the business, specifying the 
duties and proposing the salaries for each individual , and it appeared to us of 
particular importance for the perfection of the system to allow liberal salaries to 
the heads of responsible offices, and to abolish and prohibit m every case whatever 
all perquisites and emoluments whether undefined or defined. 

Important, however, as the object of economy must be admitted to be, I 
confess that I considered it as of a secondary nature to that of establishing useful 
arrangements for employing and facilitating the despatch of business at the public 
offices , and with that view some departments whose duties were of a similar 
nature, such as the Treasuries and the Accountant-General’s offices, have been 
united, and the Cml servants, instead of being permitted to hold offices in 
different departments, have been restricted to one branch of the service 

The general plan having appeared to the Board of great consequence both for 
your interest and your satisfaction, we have thought it deserving of much attention 
and of a considerable portion of time in arranging its diffeient parts Prom the 
materials before you, it is open to your own judgment whether we have succeeded 
in the execution of our own intentions, which, I have already remarked, were to 
improve the mode of carrying on the public business of this government m point 
of economy, ordei, and despatch, and to exhibit the nature of the duties and the 
precise amount of the incomes of all the Company’s servants to the clear observa- 
tion of your Honourable Court 

In the alteration of allowances it has been a general rule that no fixed salary 
shall exceed the amount of the former salary aDd the usual perquisites and emo- 
luments of the office put together, though m many instances it has been limited 
to an inferior sum , and the only new office that has been constituted is that of 
Civil Auditor, which became indispensably necessary to give effect to our Regu- 
lations, by the regular examination and check of all expenditures m the Civil 
departments, and I am persuaded that the salary which we have annexed to it 
will appear to you to be a very moderate compensation for the diligent and faithful 
discharge of so responsible a duty 

The augmentation of salaries which we have recommended for the members of 
the Board of Revenue will merit your attentive and favourable consideration It 
is of the utmost importance for your service, that revenue servants of experience 
and abilities should be induced by liberal allowances to become members of that 
Board , and a thorough knowledge of the internal state of the country, as well as 
uniformity of principle m directing the details of the Collectors, is of so much real 
value for the comfort of the mass of the people, and for the successful realization 
of your land revenues, that it cannot fail to promote the public good to render 
the situation of the two senior members (upon whose able conduct so much must 
depend) so advantageous, that they may have no wish to be removed to any 
other office under the Government . . 

Few circumstances have given me a more sincere gratification than the volun- 
tary public-spmted proposition of Sir "William Jones to engage in the arduous 
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undertaking of trmobimg and forming a eotnpibtkm of Hindu and Huou lman 
hwi from the higbwt and moat approved authorities of the rcapcctlro religions, 
to he applied for the nae and guidance of our native Court* of Justice 

The thorough knowledge which Sir William baa acqnired of the Eastern Ian 
gnapM, joined to the eilmt of hla literature and the atrength of hU natnral 
aHHtlei couatitute quail Gcatioas for executing the work that he haa undertaken, 
which perbap* cannot In any other man he paralleled and eumidcring It aingn 
larlj- fortunate for thb Government to be able to obtain the aniitance of rich a 
pcrwxi, I could make no hertation in granting from the put He pur*« the mode- 
rate monthly turn that he required for defraying several article* of contlngmt 
rcpmse but particularly for allowing nbriei to acme learned eminent rooulavhn 
and pundlti during the time that be might have ocaauon to employ them In 
■electing and extracting the mort salutary of tlirir rctpeclive law* fresn the 
nnmrrooi volume! in which they arc at present dispersed. 

It U cal cob ted by Sir W llllam done* that thli work may 1« executed In two 
ynn and if it can bo accotnpluhed according to the original plan it will justly 
render the name of its author dear to the native! oT tbi» country bycmdllng 
their Forojrean ruler! to govern them according to their own ideal of humaaltr 
and Justice. 

I have great tatUbetlon in c ong ratulating your ITcmournhle Court cn tin* 
acqnl iticn of the Gur.toor Circar to the Company rormcr transaction! rr!pect 
In- tie* Ountoor had per r t m dod me of the Vlrami dldncllnatbu to relinquish 
that Circar and I had thereto™ been Induced, since my arrival In thb country 
l«y aeverd enur'd rati ms which rebted to tl* public affair! of India at well as to 
thnv' of F urope to decliee touching upon a lubjnet which it w*j more than pnv 
lobV wool 1 1** offeuilre to that Prince and opecblly at a time wlteu it would 
not have b-en prudent to have cm pi creed our power If found necessary to enforce 
r.nr d-renand. 

Tb friendly communications wl leh wr had eitabli hetl with screnl of the 
native piwrr* liad obrbletl port of my reasons Gr d by { lut tie accounts which 
I received of tl e *rttlem*nt of the affair! of Holland Ire irmoTing all Larard of 
interference fn m any Turop-an power presented a tin gu laxly faum rat !« oj per 
tcfillv f r aetrtniliiLin our purpose sihlch I thou 1 1 it ror dnty to rmltiee 
I tl^-rv -re without loss of time despatched Captain Krnnasar rex' of my 
a 1 ’-s-d-earni in wl ■** p ru 1 nee an t »l illty I could nmfide to IIydeTal*d with 
Iritrr ti n to d«m.an I fn-m th Nlzatn the full ejecutl-n of th treaty whirl he 
n 1 will tl (.orTponr In tl jenr I"f>* 

t *j tain F rerasar was a.*n ir tmeir.] to give lie m st ■ trmn a tnrances 
tl t n n »tljubu.n rn cur part »h*T»ild !•* p»ref rmed with ll utmost jttne 
lei v t 1 I r—ir ar l In ( ore ! r tl Is to 1«* as n'rrt sry for ur ml 

| t m s a it is I I »| fall f r tl <*■ rrolit nf tl ntl reiat cl ander 

\t tl sir tine 1 owrvrr t) -u 1 our rl 1 1 br trentr I tl.e Circar wa« lo- 
~-»l all w at rr-w!v t a-’jn t the jul l «* arcrrerl with III* In 

t l (noil treat 11 nlrun r I ll -m ht It pre-frer io adl it re b every on 

s •r*“S'ttt lie fl’llefn 'ol upu ll filth ftmtlrtinltlcfvfuil 

J i i f Jet /r Is ul *1 r*l r f recant re s tl -at frJ*ht l«* h my power t> 
s^-o- r t * -i » jj tr>M i*> Itth-'p ur jnr'csni tlWt. On arount 
t *»- s X wn J n» lu t*f-ri tn — It apjswred to l *• a very 

t-m t m re t a* ! r- leg I i a tl— ^ t r n u*t »lrS sit t f M* t* 1 * bin 
l ‘ l r * f ~ It In i 1 <Hr a ! v »t I t ml t A ^r re*r 1 
t«* i—| i * i 1 b i re— U r i or Im 1 1 1 Irrf teq Jo tl* 

f 1 * * •" t p it i h |s 0«-l m t^r n f r 
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weight to our application, nnd to take possession of the Circar when surrendered 
The Able and pidicious ninnnci m which the measures were executed that do- 
l>omlod upon Sir Archibald Campbell deserves mj warmest acknowledgments, 
and] am happy to snv that the means which we took hare had the fortunate 
effect of inducing the Nizam, after acrj moderate signs of reluctance, to surrender 
the Circar to the Compana’b servant^, who arc now in possession of it 

The late revolutions at Delhi and the barbarities exercised there by Gholam 
Kadir Khan and his Rolullas, and particularlj m deposing and putting out the 
eves of Shall Alluin, have been shocking to the feelings of humanity, but ns all 
parties have been equallv careful to ofler no injur} or insult to tins Government, 
or to our allv the Vi/ter, and ns none of these transactions appeared to nflect m 
nil} degree vour political interests, it became onr public dut} to remain neutral 
spectators of scenes, in which, from the dictates of private feelings, there w'ould 
have been the strongest inducements to interfere 

I trust that it is unnecessar} for mo to be at much pains to assure you of my 
constant and earnest desire to avoid and discourage in ever} shape nil kinds of 
suiierfluous expenditure of the public mono} I am persuaded that your Honour- 
able Court cannot be more averse limn I am to put the Company to the heavy 
charge which attends the despatch of packets unless when requisite for evident 
purposes of public utility Independent of the effect winch your injunctions 
against the despatch of a packet might have had upon my determination, I should 
have l>ccn prevented last season from adopting that measure, by the uncertainty 
with which I must have spoken respecting the business of the Gnntoor, during 
the period m which it would have been proper that the packet should liavo sailed 
T must, however, frccl} acknowledge that on account of the long interval between 
the despatch of the last slap of one season nnd that of the first of the following, 
added to the uncertainty nnd lediousncss of despatches over land, it is nay decided 
opinion, wlucli I submit to } our judgment, that hardly any one year can elapse 
in which the adv antages that ma} arise to the Company's Government, both at 
home and abroad, from receiving mutual accounts from each other m or about the 
month of January of each } car, wall not render it an expedient measure to incur 
the expense of despatching a packet in the course of the month of August, both 
from Europe nnd from Bengal 

I am persuaded that by a tram of judicious measures the land revenue of 
these provinces is capable in time of being increased , hut, consistent with the 
principles of humanity and even of those of your own real interests, it is only by 
adopting means for the gradual cultivation and improvement of tlio w'aste lands, 
and by a gentle and cautious plan for the resumption of lands that have been 
fraudulently alienated, that it ought ever to he attempted to he accomplished 
Men of speculative and sanguine dispositions, and others either from ignorance of 
the subject or wnth views of recommending themselves to your favour, may con- 
fidently hold forth specious grounds to encourage you to hope that a great and 
immediate accession to that branch of your revenue might be practicable My 
public duty obliges me to caution you in the most serious mnnnei against listen- 
ing to propositions which recommend this attempt, because I am clearly con- 
vinced that if carried into execution, they would be attended with most baneful 
results 

Desperate adventurers, without fortune or character, would undoubtedly he 
found, as has already been too often experienced, to rent the different districts of 
the country at the highest rates that could he put upon them , hut the delusion 
would he of short duration, and the impolicy and inhumanity of the plan would 
perhaps, when too late for effectual remedy, become apparent by the complaints of 



514 


LOUD COLXW ALLIS. 


Arr \o XXII 


the people and the disappointments nt the Treasury In the former! ti of the 
rcrenue, and would probably terminate In the ruin and depopulation of the 
unfortunate coon try p ^ 

CoiarwALm. 


No XXII- 

Katt Coa.vr.iixi? to tot; Secktt Cojntmrc. 

G rrr T.rv r? Fort Wuuais.'faT <, IT**. 

Of the political occurrence* In this coontrr since the tut sea conveyance 
the moat Important has hem the Resolntion which the Doonl adored it my 
rrcoTnrnrndation, and which has been communicated to yon ly in ciprei over 
land A\t cl June Gth to execute your orders for demanding poaseisicc of tbo 
OunUwr Cl rear fur the Iloooorablc Coro [any according to the term* of the trair 
crododed with the Mam Ally Khan in the rear 1 08 j and I hart now Trry 
siDcrrt pleasure in congTatnlatlng yon oh his Ulghne*** haring icrjaleecrd In fho 
justice of our demand and surrendered the Clrcar to the officers of the Oorrm 
ment of Tort *>t C rorpe 

Bring scurilte of the value of the Clrcar on account of It* situation, to the 
II nyrunHe Cunpcny I shoal 1 hare l«*m happy If I could hare carried roar 
omnun l« np^n tint Iread Into execution at an earUer period } bat I trust that the 
rravm? which Indoced me to delay making this demand open tlie Mato and 
whkh bare Iren partly enumerated In the oreriand despatch, will appear to ynu 
to hare lorn f uuded on **md policy and a due rcmsUIeratlon of your ml 
Interests 

The p-uend state of political affiirs at the time of my arrival In this country 
rrndmd it. In mr opinl fn, a season particularly Improper f u - aptatlng the iWnt 
In pcntl -n, leva*!** the Mom l log then enga-rd In a da w w iou i war with 
Tjjj *, we o-uM not take any step whkh wore the least appearance of Mng 
nnfnrn-Ily tn him, witl^ut giving an adrantage loTlppoo, whkh would hare been 
». hh r omfonnatl tn onr Interest nor to oar inclination. 
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17S7 were sufficient io prevent my forming nny intention of tonclnng upon a 
subject which I behc\ cd would at any time ho unpalatable to the Nizam Wo 
^ in '' G G W reason, how c\ or, m the mean time to be satisfied with our progress in 
cultivating a good understanding with the Muhrattas, and I considered it as a 
circumstance by no means unfaaourable to our interests that Scindia’s power and 
influence suflored about that time a considerable shock m the Upper Provinces of 
tho Empire Whateicr maj have been Tippoo’s real designs in the first part of 
the season, it apjicurcd towards tho end of that summer that he had no immediate 
plan of hostility against the Carnatic But although this circumstance, as well ns 
all other political appearances m India, would haie been sufficiently encouraging 
to mo to consider the period ns proper for demanding of the Nizam tho full accom- 
plishment of the treat}’ of 17GS, our knowledge of the alarming dissensions in 
Holland deterred me from taking nny step which could give umbrage to any of 
the Natu e Powers, from a belief of its being v ery possible that the convulsions in 
the Dutch Republic might in their consequences imoho England in a war, which 
would soon Imc extended to } our possessions m this quarter of the globe 

And as it appeared to me that the state of tho ]iolitical affairs m Europe 
rendered an immediate interference from the French or nny other European pow er 
in the internal affairs of India, at least highly improbable, I considered that a 
more favourable opportunity could never be expected for opening a negotiation 
with the Nizam, for the purpose of obtaining from him the full accomplishment of 
his treaty with the Company I therefore proposed immediately to the Board, as 
you have been informed by tho former despatch, to depute a proper person without 
loss of tune to Hj derahad But although we had a right to expect that the 
honour and good faith with which wc were determined to execute on our part the 
stipulations of the treaty, would tend to induce tho Nizam to acquiesce m the 
justice of our demand, yet from the unwillingness which he had so frequently 
manifested of parting with tho Circar, I could not suppose that these considera- 
tions alone would on this occasion influence him to relinquish it Tho duplicity 
of his character and his talents for intrigue being likewise generally admitted, I 
considered myself ns called upon by public duty to take every precaution of your 
Government against tho disgrace of disappointment, and I thought it therefore 
equally prudent and necessary to leave him but a very short time, after making 
the requisition, for consulting with any of his neighbours on the means of oppo- 
sition, and to direct that a good body of troops should be assembled near the 
Circar under other pretexts, to be ready to act if necessary m support of our 
demand of his performance of the terms of the treaty Captain Kennaway, one 
of my aides-de-camp, was at my recommendation appointed to the deputation as 
a gentleman well acquainted with the country languages and customs, and m 
whose ability and prudence I could place an entire confidence, and he left this 
place in the beginning of May, though the rams and bad roads rendered his 
journey so unavoidably tedious and difficult that he did not arrive at Hyderabad 
till the latter end of July 

I shall beg leave to refer you to the despatch from the Board, for the copies of 
his instructions and of the letters with which he was charged from me to the 
Nizam He was received by his Highness with every proper mark of attention 
and respect , but their intercourse for some time was necessarily confined to cere- 
monials and general expressions of civility As the insult and demand which 
one of Tippoo’s tributaries, the Bajah of Chenka, had made upon Tellicherry 
whilst Captain Kennaway was upon his journey, had created doubts of that 
Prince’s pacific disposition, we could not venture upon any step that might dis- 
gust the Nizam until it should clearly appear that we should not be forced into 
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boetflitie* with TippOO. I>ut res ring u a war would be to vocr offiir* {□ this 
country it canoot be admitted to be to prat an erril u tbe Injury which vou 
would ruffer in your honour and ultimately in your iuhatanttal Intercut*, by 
appearing to that Prince to be apprehensive either of hla enmity ot hi* power 
UfOQ that principle and believing that the Rajah of Chrrika would not have 
dared to itlr but bp hi* instigation, I tboc^t it indispensably necessary to write to 
him tipoo thli occasion and to declare explicitly that ax on one hand it would ho 
my constant xtudy to act on the port of the Coen I on y with the greatest modem 
tion and with tbe moit •cnrpoloux regard to the faith of treaties with all the 
rrince* of India, I wax on the other equally determined not to xnfTcr the least 
injury or insult to ooreelTe* or our all i ex from any power whatever to joss 
unrrwnted and notifying to him that with the*e reaolatkmx I had xent order* to 
pun! h the Rajah of Cbcrika, ami expressing my expectation* that ax the Rajah b 
one of hi* trihutaric* he would lend hix axxlitance to forco him to make amj-ie 
reparation for his conduct. Tippoox answer to me ax well ax to letter* which 
Rr Archibald Campbell had written to him about the nme time giving no ren«m 
to apprehend that hi* mind wax prepared for an immediate rupture with ut. 
Captain hennawav war dirreted to proceed to the execution of the principal 
ol jeet of blx mUrkm, and I am persuaded that you will ace with pi enau re in hla 
coTTrtjrr/cnce which will l«5 tranxmlttcd by the Board the proof* which he Irtu 
given of goal kti«c and nddrew in thlx transaction j and tl»at Sir Arehilold 
Campbell’* Jnlgment and exertion in directing the mem a re* of co-operation 
whkh depvnued npwu him will pve yon the highest mt!< faction. 

Allbnu h tbe Mram acquiesced in our demand with sufficient decency of 
manner we canoot venture to flatter ourselves that he did It without considerable 
real reluctance It will ho my earnest deal re from my own inclination, a* well a* 
In compliance with your Instructions, to impre** his mbd with a conviction of 
it* Wltr* our fixed determination not only to act in the most Ifleral manner In 
the adjustment of the present account between him and the Com [ an t but also to 
continue the Irtnnrflt of the pesl»eush In future with the strictest honour and 
rr-uUrity j and as I Where ( ajrtoin hmnaway to W well calculated f * paining 
t!i gordwill and esteem, and at the same time to d! scorn any Intrigue* that may 
1** meditated, I prop *r to I rare him van time longer at Iiyderalad to keep a 
watrJ ful rye t?;oo I It I lhhnr*i g ora Jerrt, to I ton r fea rmrr ly every trraas In 
I la powrr n> eatal Ilih a cooCJentiai and friendly communication Wtvrr'-n the two 
Oovrrrtc*mts 

Nana, tW*i~h loclwanl in girin an oncon-htlonal declaration of their in ten 
ti n t< j In tu In caw* of nr Wing Irmlved in wrar hail long eijmsed *n | 
ramest es re n It « part nf lie 1 rthwa a ailminbtratkn to ( rrm cl re cm | 
width* O trmnvnlj lul I I juH^q clb*r.l todevlin- actolIn„ ts 1 1 « I 
po ttl t a ther mlhtxtnl aiintt tie Act * ( larlliment ty tnelin^ to draw 
tu rvmtoallv irt I * ilitur* with Tir t x 
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will be of a nature that I can recommend for your acceptance, but I shall at least 
receive and correspond upon them m the most friendly and conciliatory manner, 
and their disappointment on that head will be softened by the accommodating 
answer which I shall have it m my power to give them on the subject of Gmjera , 
for you nro neither called upon by any engagements, nor by your interest, to 
interfere m that business, and it will therefore bo from motives of generosity only 
that we shall endeavour m the proposed arrangement to obtain for the Siddee 
family a fixed and decent provision 

The Pnncc Jnhandar Shah, without making a single manly effort at Delhi to 
retrieve the aftairs of his father and his family, soon returned, as you have already 
been informed, to Benares, with his wives and children, to avail himself of the 
asylum which I had promised him in the Companj ’s dominions 

By overheating himself m an excursion to Chunar, to visit the tomb of a low 
woman whom he had married, and who had died the year before, he brought on a 
fe\er v Inch earned him off very suddenly soon after his return to Benares His 
death is attended with no effects upon your political interests , but he has left a 
largo family, the greatest part of which positively refused to leave the Company s 
temtones, and they are now a considerable burthen upon the Vizier and upon his 
Go\ ernment The contentions and struggles amongst the different chiefs m the 
Provinces affect in no manner whatever the immediate interests of the Company 
The ferocious beka\ lour of Golaum Kader Khan and his Bohillas m deposing and 
putting out the ejes of the unfortunate old King, and in committing numberless 
other barbarities at Delhi, are shocking to all the private feelings of the human 
mind , yet as great care has been taken by all parties to avoid giving us public 
offence, this Government has in all those transactions continued to think it 
equally their own duty and most expiedient for your interests to observe the 
strictest neutrahty p havCj &c > 

Cornwallis 


No. XXIII. 

The Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort william, Nov 6, 1788 

. Our proceedings, transmitted to the Secret Committee by this 
despatch, contain references winch were made to us by the Governor in Council 
at Fort St. George, and by the Committee of the Nabob of Arcot’s creditors, 
upon certain claims and pretensions maintained by the latter in opposition to 
what we conceived to be the right of the Company We recommend the whole 
to your particular attention as comprising matters of great importance — the 
rights of the Company and the claims and property of individuals , and we espe- 
cially refer you to a Minute by the Governor-General, m which their rights and 
claims are minutely stated and discussed. We shall not, after this reference, 
recapitulate the subject. 

The conduct assumed by the Committee of Creditors appeared to us so dero- 
gatory from the respect which they owed to the Government of Madras, that we 
did not hesitate to recommend to them to vindicate the authority of the Company 
by removing from their stations those servants who had offended This measure 
was executed, hut upon the recommendation of the Madras Presidency we most 
readily concurred m their restoration to the offices from which they had been 
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moored. Mr Bcnfield alone wa* acepted from thlj amcettv a* Wi conduct 
appeared to nj fir more offeruire and exceptionable than that of the other gentle- 
men and we did not hesitate to ctm Grin the proportion of Sir Archibald Camp- 
bell for bli nu]xni!oo from the aerricc, and to recommend that he *bonld he 
obliged to return to Europe. Mr BcnCtld ha* been in oonaequence *u*peodcd 
from the terrioe, and be ha* received order* from the Government of Fort St. 
George to proceed to Europe by one of the Errt *hip*. 

Foot tevtral addrc**ea from the principal native Inhabitant* of Bcnare* to 
poor II coo amble Coart, declaring their •entiment* of Mr Halting*, were *ub- 
mitted to a* by Mr George Thompson, late Secretary to Mr Darting*, at th* 
request of Ally Ibrahim Cawn the chief judicial magistrate of that dty with 
the corrapon lence which had pamd with him on the inbjecl of them 

It appeared from the tenor of thl* comspODdence that a deputation of the 
Inhabitant* of Denare* had caprewtd their wi*he* through Ibrahim Cawn to wait 
upon rtmr II evident, Mr DuDavn, with these addre**e*, a* the regular ofBdal 
channel of communication, hot that Mr Duncan had declared it wa* unoccewry 
for the inhabitant* to attend him with the addrwaes a* they did not concern the 
Company « affair*. Under the* circumstance* they were forwarded to Mr 
Tbonqwon u the attorney and friend of Sir Hart In"*, with a request that he 
woald by theta before tlio Governor-General in Council, and take the neewary 
itejw Tor their being tmn»lated and transmitted to T nropc. 

In ctxnj Itaneo with Ally Ibrahim Cawn a aolkitatloo Mr Thompson robmltted 
tbeae fojrr* to ui u lefore recited, rrquertlng that they might 1«* trambted ami 
forwarded to you la due time and under a auppoaltlon that the Company would 
not aver** to rrerlve from It* native aubject* and alllea the public declaration 
cf thHr sentiment* up«TO a queatloo of an much importance totheir happlnr**, and 
to the credit of the F n U*h nation, a* the conduct oT Mr Darting* during hi* long 
prr eminent- Sir Thotnpe^n fortl>er requested that he might be permitted to 
Trcrivr il.e anffrape* which the native Inhabitant* of tlm Com pern v a prwnlon* 
were Urairou* of conveying to the Court of Director* a* a «eixe of Sir IU*tin*i a 
merit* and that the jn It*, collector*, and mJdraU, ml^lit In Inf urnrd that lie 
lad ol tained roch penoluten, or tliat they were tbrmwdvr* at lllurty to receive 
an 1 tnnrmJt to u* anv U-itmxmlca rrbtlve to Mr llaatiog* that might In tendered 
to tl era 1 r or on tli** jort of tire native Inhabitant* 

With tlrw request* from Sir Tbo®p**oa we cr*n|lled haring qualified our 
trdrr* u> il** jol ’*■*, collector*, ami resident* in the following term* that M tl* 
Ii1»*tly aeerrdrt! was nvrely tn receive ami tran mlt testimonial* when oflrrol, lot 
dat tl ejr were m-t tu deduce any Inference from It tl^at they were authorirn) to 
rieraw* anr fortl ee Int tf nraev * 

Tl a lire* -» *) TTr-f'y-t.lkmed with tnr lithm* ami various other t/llmvt, 
A fnn tie Si! 1 l l»W anil U Slid tei«, from tie N»1 J* of I nrrnrkale l 
*r ! t!«-v i t bee, afw« from tLe prtod | ol mn l ndan of Pinag*qorr Itoglepirr 
A ^ aeci e 1 n„ Ij i I « which am-mpahle* tl-em, attend you In the ]Trwnl 
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to prepare sundry materials as a foundation for tins important measure, and tlie 
collectors were severally called upon for information with a view to its accom- 
plishment 

The voluminous nature of these materials had unavoidably retarded their com- 
pletion, and the Persian statements of the revenue since the acquisition of the 
Dcwnnny had hut lately been transmitted from the office of the Roy Royan 

Theso accounts appeared to us very essential for the purpose of forming a set- 
tlement on permanent principles, and together with every illustration which could 
be furnished by us, as required by your instructions, equally necessary for your 
information 

Supposing, however, they had been prepared, and ready for our inspection, the 
period between the time when this subject was under our deliberation and the 
commencement of the current Bengal year was too short to admit of considering 
them with the attention which they required, and the storms and inundations 
vhicli had so universally prevailed during the last season offered a serious obstacle 
to forming a settlement on a permanent plan, for though we had received general 
information of great losses having been sustained, we were not particularly apprised 
of the extent of them, and of their effects upon the sources of the revenue 

We accordingly directed that the settlement of Bengal for 1195, or 1788-9, 
should be formed, for that year only, upon the principles and instructions recorded 
upon our proceedings of the 5th February, 1787 The settlement for the three 
last years lias varied very little on its general amount, and, with a few exceptions, 
has been annually concluded with the same persons 

The reasons which induced us to defer the ten years’ settlement in Bengal 
were equally applicable to Bahar We accordingly directed that the settlement 
of this province for 1196 Fussily, or 1788-9, should be concluded for that year 
only Wo deemed it expedient, however, to admit of some deviation in the prin- 
ciples hitherto adopted in forming the settlement of this province, which we now 
beg leave to point out for your information 

In Bahar there are only four principal zemindars — those of Sonnout, Tirhoot, 
Shahabad, and Champarum The remaining zemmdais are in number some 
thousand 

For a period long before the Company’s accession to the Dowanny, and con- 
stantly since, it has been the practice, generally speaking, to let the lands m 
Bahar m farm, or to delegate the management of them to officers on the part of 
Government 

Experience has fully shown that the farming system is ill calculated to im- 
prove a country, and it is contrary to the principles which, in conformity to your 
directions, we wish to establish, of availing ourselves as much as possible of the 
service of the proprietors of the lands 

We have accordingly vested the collectors with a discretional power to con- 
clude the settlement of their respective divisions with the actual proprietors of the 
soil, m all cases where they may deem it practicable and expedient , m adopting 
a variation from a long established practice we did not, for the reasons assigned 
upon our proceedings, think it proper to issue more positive instructions 

We are, &c 
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Eaul Coaswauj* to tot Cotnrr or DnrcTO**. 

Hoswnuwx Sro, <weott*,K«&f,im. 

I loat do time after the arrival of HLi Majesty • order*, and of the instruc- 
tions of your Honourable Court, In calling for return* of the name* of the Uccour 
able Compiny a oflkrr* at the different Presfdcnde*, who were dofron*, on the 
term* specified, to be admitted Into III* Majesty * four new regiment* which were 
raised foe the terrlo; of India. 

Being desirous of carrying I Hi Jlajeity’* gradou* tn tendon* aod toot wlahe* 
Into as complete effect a* was possible I gate the Honourable Company * officer* 
full time to reflect deliberately oo the advantageous offer* that were held forth to 
them j and In order that do candidate* might on thU oocaifc® be disnppcfntcd of 
admi sk-u Into the King* service, I debyrd to fill np tho greatest part of tbo 
ncincm In tbo new regiments until I should receive the return frem the 
Presidency of Bombay after the officer* stationed at TelUcherry had giTCQ their 
answer and which only arrived at this place on tbo 21it nlL 

I bare opon farther coosMentioa thought it unnecerary to trooblo the Board 
to gire details on this *ul-jcct a* I proposed in a former letter to your Honourable 
Court i and I now endow. No. 1, a Hit of all the Honourable Company * officer* 
who hare giren In their name*, and bare In oonaoiucnco of their applications 
been appointed to III* Majesty a acre Ice 

It will no doubt inure a matter of no lew *urp'ri*« to your Iloormrslde Court 
tlon tt has l*vn In India, that so few of the Company a officers, and particularly 
tliov» In tfxr Junior rank* who hare »o distant a prospect of promotion, baTe 
thou^l t proper to avail thempdre* of so favourable an opportunity lobe admitted 
into th arrrke of III* Maje*tr 

N-rml rcpnarntatlon* bare Iren m*b' to me against the scanty allowance 
wj icb Ilia lem allotted to the officer* w!k> bar* been placed on the list of in rabid 
|»ml mm an«l [i-rbape it may le jnd~rd eapedient from motive* of humanity 
to rvlas In a few insurer*, foe tlie lire* of the present pensioners, from the general 
|ricd{ f the rr-ulathti*. I tblnlc it my dnty bosrerer to repeat my opinion, 
tlat It oo I t to 1«- part of the political system for the management of India to 
di*e»m*« srvl jrrrfDt I an peans as much as j «ille ar»l partktiUrly I un>- 
I*-an flcrrt fnm ei 1 >obln^arwl settlin'* In this o^untry f vit may Iccoasil red 
a a r m o maun, tLit when tl y bare rrc»«eil<d tL Ir mind* to Mitwjulsh all 
tl u bi f return In to ib ir native o ontry they wfllsnrtj Irorar Indifferent 
ce |«rl ij* wb*ri in u * tk”U n tl ir ir»n tP'w even hostile to iu lot rrst* J 
a ! ru*iT eirrntr anc'-s ml f t la Uo* ari«* In a osintry ►> far removed fr m 
I r •• h«lk' ucrla tf na-n <f sert disj *IUti mi 1 1 bit* ll In Ibeir 

t n rfrit h r- i ml am. l-i 1 ». flnrcrrm M 
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of this tinny can have it m then power to obtain promotion by some other means 
than that of seniority alone, the ability and spirit of exertion which many of 
3 our officers at present eminently possess, will bo of little value to the public at 
the period of their service ulien it uould be most particularly desirable, I mean 
in the rank of Colonel, at which it is impossible that the officers who are now 
about the middle part of the list of the army can arnvo by regular promotion, 
before they are cntirel} r superannuated 

However important a good artillery may be in the Military Establishment of 
au} European nation, I believe it is nowhere of so much real consequence as it is 
to ) r our interests m India , for it is the branch of the military science, m which 
oui superiority over the natives is the greatest, and whose effects are beyond 
comparison the most decisn e 

It is therefore n ell deserving of your utmost attention to mam tarn that corps 
in a state of as much perfection as may be practicable , and with that view gieat 
pains should bo taken to supply the vacancies of lieutenant-fireworkers with 
young men who have been properly educated, and whose talents appear to quahfy 
them for becoming useful artillery officers 

You w ill generally have it in your power to procure, without difficulty, a 
sufficient number of young gentlemen of the above description at home , but if 
} T ou could obtain annually a certain number of cadets with satisfactoiy certificates 
of their qualifications from His Majesty’s Military Academy at Woolwich, 
I would recommend it to j'ou as the best mode of all for supplying your artillery 
with young officers 

The number that might be wanted in war would unavoidably depend upon a 
variety of circumstances which at present cannot be foreseen , but I think it 
probable that six or at farthest eight of those cadets would be sufficient to supply 
the annual % acancies of your artillery in time of peace 

Every argument that can be adduced to prove the utility that may arise to 
} r our service from your being careful in your choice of young men to fill the 
future vacancies in the artillery, may be used with still greater force, if possible, 
to show the necessity of the greatest precaution in the selection of young gentle- 
men to be admitted into your corps of engineers 

The general rebef of the army has taken place m the usual manner, and 
it gives me great pleasure to inform you that I have received the most favourable 
reports of the condition and discipline of all the native troops 

It has been particularly satisfactory to observe that the aversion of the natives 
of the Upper Provinces to come upon duty to the provinces of Bengal seems 
to have greatly diminished, and this desirable change has clearly appeared by 
the decrease of the desertion from the native brigades which marched from 
Futtyghur to the Presidency, both in this and the last compared with the usual 
loss on former years 

But nothing could have manifested the good disposition of the native troops 
m a more unequivocal maimer than the alacrity with which a great number of 
them, m defiance of many of their religious prejudices agamst a sea-voyage, offered 
their services when volunteers were called for to form the detachment which was 
wanted in consequence of the requisition of the Presidency of Fort Marlbro’ 

Two-thirds of that detachment consist of Hindoos , and amongst them there 
are several Bramins and many others of their highest castes Their goodwill 
and attachment to the service gives them a claim to every attention on our part, 
and I have besides thought it of great consequence for the public benefit to 
take every possible means to secure convenient accommodation for them, both 
on their voyage to Sumatra and their return , and m laying m their stock of 



652 


LORD CORKWALLT& 


Atp HoXXY 


water and provbkra to be ttrupnloualy careful In conforming to their strict eat 
prejudicea. 

If It ihooid fortunately happen that those men *baU rtturn to Bengal per 
fectlj satisfied with the treatment that thej hare reed red during their absence, 
the ir report of It amongst the other eoldier* will, I am persuaded, contribute more 
flran fluj other mema that cocld be devised to remove the rooted aversion and 
almoat horror which ia ao general among* t the Hindoo* of high carte* agalnat 
venturing to *ea. 

A large segmentation could with great facility be made at any time, and at a 
abort na ming, to the native troop* of this establishment, and the advantage* 
which would result from oar being able to prevail upon them to suffer themaelve* 
to be tranrported to dbtant aervice* by aca are ao obvious aa to need no enmnera 

tiOfL. J urn, -.t-TL, 

CourwAixia. 


No. XXV 

Earn. CoaawaiLn to the Ootrrr or DrancToaa. 

IIo*ou*xule Sres, f*ti Trtnt*, a«*. a nw. 

Yon will observe by Mr Ive* • ccneapoodenco that great pain* haro been 
taken to obtain the benefit* that were expected to rwilt to both parties from the 
commercial treaty with the Ylxier by pressing the mini* ter to cany it Into full 
effect in hla Excellency • dominions. 

I have stt Carat reaaoa to believe that Hydcr Bog Kbra la anxious to preserve 
mj good opinion of hia public conduct by doing everything in hla power to exe- 
cute strictly all stipulations on the port of the Ylxier with the Company and to 
establish internal order and good government In hla master * territorie*. Bat 
unluckily the Vizier » early habit* of dissipation and Inattentioa to business lovo 
not yet entirely left him, and be la ao apt to raffer hli conduct to bo influenced 
by very undeserving people with whom be jom tlmei associate*, that tbo wbbe* 
and Intcntloca of tbo minister cannot always bo completely executed Inconve- 
nient, however ax these defect* In hla Excellency a character may be it Is not 
easy to find effectual remedies for tl>em. 

Material omWoni are generally corrected immediately upon my rrprr*enU- 
tlon. But I think It Infinitely more for the real advantage as well aa mom 
errditalde to the Lotn|ony to bur deficiencies of no gTrnt Importance on the pirt 
of hn ExaUmcv with a httlo patience, rstlier than attempt to renew the sprdn 
ifftoterferroce In the details of hb government through the medium of oar Resident, 
wbkb ha* l*Yn ao Johdouslv rrproluted ly your Honourable Court, and from 
which I have ever most carefnlly abstained 

The can*** to sfaich I have alluded, ocearioned some delay In reaping all the 
advantages tint might malt to loth countries from the late commercial arrange- 
ment* i Int the mntaal utility of the treaty b apporent, and oar large and 
iccrtailn* o Ucctl-’fti of dntw-i at the Custom-louse at ifanoi'o are sufficient 
jo « f the j articular l<o<Ct* which have already arisen from It to the commerce 
tf th jru irm 

Mr I>ar*aa * trtfMoct hi* motrfl-cted to jwrnjote the extension of commerce 
a- 1 awiculturr and gnat j mgn-rs ha* made hi evtaUULIng a *}stetn for 
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the regular administration of justice, which alone can secure the happiness of the 
body of the people in that valuable province 

The great additional resort of Dcccan merchants to the mart of Mirzapore, and 
the applications that have been lately made for tracts of ground to increase the 
buildings at that place, have been very pleasmg indications of the commercial 
improvements , and it has likewise been with peculiai satisfaction that I have 
lately received a convincing proof of the good effects of his judicious management 
upon the minds of the neighbouring powers by an application from Nana 
Fumavese, the First Miuister of the Mahratta state, for leave to build a hbuse for 
himself m the city of Benares, for the avowed purpose of resorting to it occa- 
sionally to perform religious duties , and this application has given me the more 
pleasure, ns the resolution was deliberately adopted upon the report of Mhadajee 
Pundit, lus own household Dewan, whom ho sent privately last year with a 
caravan of pilgrims, to make lus observations, and who it seems had given a 
most favourable account of the mildness and regularity of the British Govern- 
ment 

The future substantial interests of the Company, and the prosperity and 
happiness of millions of people, are so deeply concerned in the plan of settlement 
of land-revenue of those provinces, that before I should proceed to execute the 
orders contained in your revenue letter, dated the 12th April, 1786, 1 thought it 
my indispensable duty to acquire every information in my power, and to give the 
whole subject the most mature consideration 

Although Mr Shore’s precarious health has frequently interrupted his exer- 
tions, I consider it as singularly fortunate that the public could profit from his 
great experience and uncommon abilities upon this important occasion 

His exertions were no less able than labonous m obtaining the materials that 
were necessary for arranging the principles on which the settlement of the 
province of Bahar is proposed to he made But as the revenue letter from the 
Board gives you a full account of the plan of that settlement, I think it unneces- 
sary to trouble you with a particular statement of it 

There will probably be very little alteration in the principles of the plan that 
will be adopted for the settlement of Bengal, and after having given the subject 
much serious consideration, I think myself bound, m justice to my own feelings, 
and to my opinion of the true interests of the Company, and the British nation, 
to declare my strongest conviction that the outlines of the plan now proposed, are 
well calculated to secure and even increase your revenues, and at the same time 
to raise the national reputation, by its giving a prospect of comfort and happiness 
to the natives of those valuable dominions, far beyond that which they have 
hitherto enjoyed under any other masters 

Many subsidiary arrangements will be requisite to render the principles of the 
plan applicable to the various rights and customs that exist m different parts of 
those provinces, and they must be made by Government, either as the propriety 
of them may appear to observation, or as cases may be brought forward by 
representation 

The security of property, however, and the certainty which each individual 
will now feel of being allowed to enjoy the fruits of his own labours, must 
operate uniformly as incitements to exertion and industry , and I have purposely 
nl this settlement proposed to withdraw the Gunges from the Zemindars, and to 
place them m the hands of Government, m order that it may at all tunes have an 
unrestrained power to raise or lower the internal taxes, or duties on particular 
articles of produce or manufacture, as may be found most suitable to the general 
interests of commerce but above all, as the land-revenue, when the Jumma is 
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rmrw fixed, cannot increase, that the Camjetny nlay through the medium of 
duties upon an Locroased consumption of the necawsriea and luxuries of life, 
participate in the wealth and advantages, which, I trust, will be consequence* of 
a permanent revenue settlement to the Inhabitants of this country 

The humane and liberal acntimenta which dictated the instructions upon 
which the praect plan la founded, ^nll prompt you to receive the highest 
gratification, if my hopes of its producing wealth and happiness to the Intelligent 
aal industrious part of the Individuals of this country shall be realised and. 
Independent of all other cons! derail can, I can assure you that It will be of the 
utmost importance for promoting the solid interests of the Company that the 
principal landholders and traders In the Interior parts of tbe country should be 
restored to such d reams tanoes as to enable them to support their families with 
decency, and to give a liberal education to their children according to the cus t o m s 
of their respective castes «nd religions — that a regular gr adati on of ranks may be 
supported, which Is nowhere more necessary than In this country for preserving 
order In civil society 

I am sorry to be obliged to say that agriculture and internal commerce has 
for many years been gradually declining, and that, at present, excepting the class 
of Shroff* and Banian s, who reside almost entirely In great towns, the Inha- 
bitants of tltose provinces were advancing hastily to a general state of poverty 
and wretchedness. 

In this description, I must Include almost every Zemindar In the Company’* 
territories, which, though it may have been partly occasioned by their own 
Indolence and extravagance I am afraid must also bo In a great measure attri 
bo ted to the defects of our former system of government. 

The settlement, In conformity to your orders, will only be made for ten years 
certain, with a notification of Its being your intention to declare It a perpetual 
and unalterable assessment of these provinces, if the amount and the principles 
upon which it has been made shall meet with your approbation. 

Tbe circulation of tpede In this country has been so long embarrassed with so 
great a variety of rupees of different qualities and denominations, that the Shroffs 
have found an ample field for practising their arts in extorting an extravagant 
batta upon almost every pecuniary transection in which they are concerned, to 
the heavy op pi cs sl on of individuals, and in many instances to the great detriment 
of the Company a revenue j and there appears to bo no effectual remedy for the 
evil hut that of a general new coinage of all the circulating silver of the country 
into rupees, ox subdivisions of rupees, of exactly tbe same weight, stindard, and 
denomination. 

Amongst tbe other preparatory steps that have been taken to carry this 
measure Into execution. It has been determined that all revenue settlements shall 
be made In Sicca rupees, and you may bo assured that I shall spare no pains, and 
neglect do precautions to accomplish with safety this salutary work. 

As the opium contract terminate* this season, proposals for a new contract for 
the term of four years, as before, have been called for by public advertisement. 

The opium ryots were by the terms of the late contract left so much In the 
rower of the contractor that It ha* been chiefly owing to tbe moderation and 
forbearanoo of Mr Hently who held that contract, that they bare not for some 
time poit suffered great vexation and distress. 

A regard foe the true Interest* of the Company no less thin the irraiitiblo 
claims of humanity rendered It necessary to give these poor people the protection 
of the laws against personal violence, and to ensble them to make an equitable 
bargain with the contractor for the produce of tbdr labour*. 
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I think it probable that the relief which has been given to the ryots may 
occasion some decrease of price on the offers that will be made by the candidates 
for the contract, but I am persuaded that the loss upon that head will be more 
than compensated to the Company by the encouragement which will be given to 
the ryots to extend the cultivation of the poppy, and by the measures which have 
been adopted being calculated to promote the general prospenty of the districts 
m which it is produced 

I thought that upon the whole it would bo more beneficial for the Company 
that tho Benares opium should also be provided m future by contract, and it is 
accordingly offered to the fairest bidder on tho present occasion, under nearly the 
same conditions for securing good treatment to the ryots as those that are pre- 
scribed for Baliar and Bengal 

An infamous traffic has it seems been earned on m this country by the low 
Portuguese, and even by several foreign European seafanng people and traders, 
m pui chasing and collecting native children in a clandestine manner, and ex- 
porting them for sale to the French islands and other parts of India 

I have at different times taken steps to prevent the continuance of practices 
which are so shocking to humanity, and so pernicious to your interests, and m 
order to deter all persons under the authority of this Government from being 
concerned in that species of trade, I lately directed that a commander of a country 
vessel, who earned off some children last winter, should be prosecuted cnmmally 
before the Supreme Court, and I likewise published a proclamation to give 
notice, that any person living under the Company’s protection, or in any shape 
under tho authonty of this Government, who shall be convicted of carrying on, 
or aiding, or abetting tho barbarous traffic that I have mentioned, will be certain 
of meeting with the most exemplary punishment 

There are many obstacles in the way against abolishing slavery entirely m the 
Company’s dominions, as the number of slaves is considerable, and the practice is 
sanctioned both by the Maliomcdan and Hindoo laws 

I have, however, a plan under consideration, which I hope to be able to 
execute without doing much injury to the private interests, or offering great 
violence to the feelmgs of the natives, and which has for its object the abolition 
of the practice under certain limitations, and the establishing some rules and 
regulations to alleviate as much as may be possible the misery of those unfortunate 
people during the tune that they may be retained in that wretched situation 
The system for the administration of criminal justice under the direction of a 
Naib Nazim has long attracted my senous attention, and is in my opimon in a 
most exceptionable state 

I am sufficiently sensible that great caution will be necessary m endeavouring 
to reform so delicate a branch of the civil Government, but I feel myself called 
upon by the principles of humanity, and a regard for the honour and interest of 
the Company and the nation, not to leave this Government without endeavounng 
to take measures to prevent m future, on one hand, the cruel punishments of 
mutilation, which are freuqently inflicted by the Mahomedan law, and on the 
other to restrain the spirit of corruption which so generally prevails in native 
courts, and by which wealthy offenders are generally enabled to purchase impunity 
for the most atrocious enmes 

In making such alterations as may appear to be necessary for effecting the 
abov e-mentioned purposes, you may be assured that the utmost care shall be taken 
to render the expense as light as possible to the Company 

I conceive that all regulations for the reform of that department would be 
useless and nugatory, whilst the execution of them depends upon any native 
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whatever and that It will be indispensable far the good government of this 
country that there ahonld be general jail-dell varies occe or twice a year and that 
two or three respectable Company** arrrant* ahonld be aelectod to act a a anperin 
teidenta of the criminal trial*, which may bo conducted, under their inspection, 
by native judges, with the asaistanoo of learned lionlavie* and Pundit*, in strict 
conformity to the law* and cnitore* of Hind oaten. 

Should theie appointment* appear to be expedient after farther ctnuideiutian, 
■Dtne reduction may be made In the present eatabhahment of the Foujedarry 
deportment, from which the amount of the Mlariea that tit will be prefer to allot 
to the auperintendant* may in port be defrayed. 

The salaries, howevor ought at all event* to be liberal, a* npen the general 
prindplee that have been already applied to the arrangement of the other depart 
roenta, the Income of the superintendent* ahould be limited to fixed and open 
allowance*, without receiving any kind of perquisite whatever 

In establishing theae prinmplf* far regulating the allowance* of your aerrant* 
In all the branches of your service, I trust that I have acted upon the aoundeat 
marina* of public economy 

It I* neither your expectation, nor would It be poerible, to obtain the *crrlcea 
of men of experience, ability and character in this climate, where a continua- 
tion of health 1* po precnricra*, without granting them reward* in aorae *h*po 
*nfBd*ntiy liberal to enable than to live In a decent and comfortable manner 
and to make such annual in ring* as to give them a prospect of being able in a 
moderate number of year* to retain to *pend the latt* part of their day* In ewy 
circumstance* at home. 

The generality of men would prefer making rach a fortune by mean* the 
moat open and avowed, and no mode can be more honourable than that of annual 
saving* from an established public salary 

When the allowed salaries are evidently Inadequate to the above purpose*, and 
In a country where your principal aerrant* are lurrounded with temptation*, it 
could not easily be denied that It seemed to be expected, though not regularly 
aonetkned by Government, that they should look to some other aourcea of Income j 
and In the pursuit of unauthorised gain by individual* in this country the publio 
finance* bar* often auffijTed great Injury and the poor native* in many instance* 
very cruel oppre wl on*. 

The toleration of perquisite* 1* likewise detrimental to the discipline of the 
service, for even when there I* only an Implied permission to take them. It I* not 
cosy to punljh ateisea, a* after a beginning is auffered, distinct limit* are with 
difficulty prescribed far the practice but when liberal ailarka are allowed and 
accepted a* a complete compensation for services, a Government can, without 
scruple, dhgrace and remove from their office* all those servant* who ilnll ho 
detected In deviation* from the straight line of private honour and of public 
duty 

The publio credit of this Government ha* Imp ro v e d beyond the moat cm gufoe 
hope* that 1 oould barn Indulged a twelvemonth ago. The discount upon our 
certificate* ha* not for some time pari amounted to one and a half per cent. 

I received a letter frero Mr James Maepherton, who atyles himself agent for 
the h *bob of Aroot, enclosing a long remoo* trance against the deefcdon of thl* 
Gcrrernment in the succearicu to the late Rajah of Tanjore. I endow a copy of 
my answer to Mr Macpbesscu, which will I tnut meet with your approbation. 

I am, Ac. 

CoKnrALU*. 
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No. XXYI. 

IhanT Hon. Henry Dondas to Earl Cornwallis 
[R eceived Aug IT 80 ] 

My DFAR LORD, Wimbledon, April 3, 1V89 

With Hie exception of my short letter to you of tho 2nd of March, my last 
private letter bore date the 28th of February. Smeo that period tho public joy 
and satisfaction has gone on uninterruptedly, by the complete recovery of the 
King He is now perfect 1} veil, and the Government going forward with un- 
bounded popularity in its former channel Opposition— m character, spirits, and 
cverthing else — lover than we ever knew them at any period . . 

The conduct of the business of the Guntoor Circar is entirely to my satisfac- 
tion It is needless to remark to you that the acquiescence of tho Nizam in your 
measures for tho recover} of that province is no satisfactory proof of his good 
temper on the occasion The treaty of 17G8, by which he surrendered those 
Circars, has alwa}s been with him matter of sincere mortification, and the finish- 
ing stroke which is now given to the objects of that treaty cannot bo pleasant to 
the Nizam The only practical conclusion I mean to draw' from this circumstance 
is to obsene, what has undoubtedly occurred to yourself, that tho acquiescence 
of the Nizam, or any apparent good humour on his part, must never disarm our 
jealousy so far ns to produce remissness of attention cither to his movements or to 
those of Tippoo and the Mnmttns ... . 

At present- we seem justly warranted to conclude that our own internal pros- 
perity, aided by our alliances upon tho Continent, joined to the derangement m 
the Government of Franco, lcavo us no room to apprehend any bad effects from 
the exertions of European rivals 

Salsette is, I think, of very considerable difficulty . I shall at present 

only observe upon that subject that I am very far from feeling disposed to a sur- 
render of it, without a very ample compensation in the shape of annual revenue 
The principle I entertain upon that subject is shortly this I am not for engaging \ 
in another Maratta war, for the purpose of enlarging our territories upon the £ 
western side of India , at tho same timo it is obviously our interest to make thef/ 
most wc can of the possessions we have, or even to enlarge by negotiations, if we| 
can, the possessions wo have in that quarter, for in no given state of our Indian! 
empire is it possible for us to be without a large military establishment in the west' 
of Hindostan A respectable force in that quarter is essential to our interest, both 
on the coast and m Bengal I need not tell you how inconvenient it must ever 
be to supply the means of keeping up that establishment from the treasuries of 
Bengal or Madras, and of course how desirable it must be to have a revenue nearly 
adequate, if possible, for the supply of the establishment so to be maintained at 
Bombay and its neighbourhood These few suggestions will convey to you the 
full extent of my reasoning upon Salsette, and every other western possession m 
India, and you can have no difficulty of applying that reasoning to any specula- 
tion you may at any time entertain upon the subject Another consideration 
must necessarily enter into every deliberation upon this subject , I mean the 
danger of any European rival getting possession of any positions which we 
may abandon, and which positions, although of little moment in the possession 
of native powers, might prove truly inconvenient if in the possession of any 
European state. 

You seem to treat the possession of Telhcherry more lightly than I have been 
accustomed to consider it Upon such a point you must naturally suppose I 
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mart think looaely and rest solely upon the information of other*. But my 
conversations with very Intelligent officer*, "who either do know or pretend to 
know the situation of tint pert of India, has led me to ooncedve that a military 
port, with a respectable force at TeHichexry was a ygtj ewential otyect, with a 
riew of controlling the operation* of Tippoc. A* to all this, however yon may 
anppoae I (peak with the moat perfect dubiety I think I perceive great good 
aense in the anggeation of stationing a respectable body of troop* on the aea line, 
and within the frontier* of the Travroocire country and if the alternative ww 
whether that port tl on, or one at Telll cherry was moat ebgfble, I would certainly 
preff*- that on the frontier* of Tra van core, but I cannot help, till better instructed 
by you, feeling that the one idea i* a corroboration of the other ; In abort, if no 
material objection occur* agninrt it, and the expense of it is not too burdensome, 
[-a dMn of military port* along the western coast of India most add groat security 
f to oar Indian empire, Bnt, after all I have said, we are, you may believe, 
perfectly disposed to aoqnieeoe in your Judgment after full consideration and if 
dtiwr by negotiation or otherwise you shall he of opinion to art upon different 
principle*, there is little doubt of your obtaining our acquiescence. 

Aj to the French, I think it unnecowary to trouble you with much discussion 
upon them It would be childish not to suppose they are mortified by the 
prospect they have of the advantages resulting from the footing we have gained 
In India, but I trust, before their own domestic concerns will enable them to 
Indulge themselves in foreign speculations, our security will bo too strongly 
riveted to be shaken by anything they can do. 

I always thought your despatches too desponding upon the ohjeot of supplying, 
or at least aiding the China investment, by means of the trade and other resources 
of Bengal, but I think you have of late made considerable exertions towards that 
object, and I am positive the idea, perseveringly followed up, will work its own 
way at length and I am mtisfied that by the export of British manufactures and 
Bengal commodities to China, a sufficient fund will at last he found In China for 
answering the purposes of that valuable trade which is now carried cm between 
Great Britain and China. I agree with yon that the ojrfnm of Bengal is impro- 
perly diverted to Bencoolen, or any other place, If it can be rendered subservient 
to the China investment. 

My prejudices were once u strong against the claims of the Nabob's private 
creditor* as any that you can entertain, and the feeling* of all my colleague* at 
the Board were the same agffinst many of them tho prejudice still remains, but 
from tho time we examined the whole subject to the bottom which we did in tho 
most laborious manner we became perfectly satisfied that every consideration of 
wisdom and policy suggested the propriety of the arrangement of tbo fith of 
December 1784 We remain of tho same opinion still and the arrangement 
having been made under the mnetioo of our authority it is our duty fairly and 
bond fide to see to the execution of it. I perfectly approve of every step you have 
taken to check the petulance of tho creditors, and to sup por t the authority of the 
Madras Government. 

I become every day more and more sensible of tho difficulty of supplying our 
■ritiements In Indin with good governors and councillor* 5 as yet no successor is 
appointed to succeed Sir Archibald Campbell, and I am perfectly aware of the 
Inconvenience that may arise upon the departure of Sir Archilold Campbell, 
which I tak* for granted took place In the month of January last. The truth is, 
wo know not what to do or what to suggest to the Court of Director*. When 
General Ifedows went out be was not good-humoured about some transactions 
with the Treasury and, from what be said before his departure, I took an iropra- 
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sion lint, although, agreeable to Ins promise, lie proceeded to Bombay, be would 
go no farther, bnt take the first opportunity of returning I myself bad no 
personal acquaintance with General Medow s, but, from Ins character, was very 
eager for Ins appointment , bnt if it ends abruptly, as 1 have apprehended, it will 
certainly have proa cd an unfortunate measure The appointments you inform me 
of lus having made immediately on Ins arrival at Bombay are most unfortunate , 
no account of them lias yet come officially home, but they must soon and wall 
produce the effects -which you linic detailed m the aery friendly and becoming 
letter which you wTotcto him upon the occasion Tins is the more to be appre- 
hended from the circumstance of some w rnngling having begun between him and 
the Court of Directors about the time of his sailing, and I cannot help suspecting 
they will not bo much displeased at lianng an opportunity of finding fault We 
expect e\ cry' day to hear from Medou s, and w ill then be nt a certainty' as to his 
intentions of remaining in India If it is his choico to remain, we will of course 
support Ins appointment to Madras, and that of Abercrombie to Bombay , and 
bey ond that there is no immediate necessity for deciding Although personally 
unacquainted with Colonel Fox, I am no stranger to Ins character, but I do not 
sec how it is iKissIble to get the better of the objection y 011 state arising from his 
military' rank , liesules that, although Colonel Fox is himself a good politician, 
^licrc is an awkwardness in selecting for so high and confidential a situation the 
brother of the great leader of the paity opposed to our political system respecting 
India I am far from stating those things ns implying a decision upon the point, « 
but they are certainly sufficient to satisfy y ou that there are great difficulties in 
the business 

With regard to your own council, you’ll perceive that Sir John Macpherson 
has resigned, and Mr Speke is appointed to succeed him I brought forward to 
the chairman the name of Mr Duncan, but Speke was very strongly supported in 
the Court of Directors His character stands exceedingly fair upon the records, 
and Mr Duncan w as so fnr down ou the list of servants, that it would have been 
imprudent to have struggled for his Appointment upon the present occasion, but 
as in y our letter of the 4tli of November, to wdnch I am now replying, you have 
permitted me to urge liisTnerits m your name, 1 shall flatter mj'solf there will be 
no difficulty in procunng for him the appointment of a provisional successor to 
Mi Shore, or whatever vacancy' shall first happen If there is a difficulty, it will 
arise from the pretensions of Mr Cowper, w'hom you mention, and whose father 
and brother, and other connexions, are exceedingly urgent m his behalf His 
claim from seniority, and being at the head of the Board of Bevenue, is certainly 
a strong one I stated to his brother that the objection to him was not m point 
of character, for that you had done him justice m mentioning him, but that the 
objection arose from the misfortune attending his eyesight This they on the 
other hand represent as a mere temporary illness, and complain of the hardship 
of ever disgracing him by setting aside his pretensions m favour of so young a 
servant We must manage it the best way we can , but after the character you 
have given of Mr Duncan, I shall be very eager for his appointment Due 
attention shall be paid to what you say respecting Mr Larkins and Mr Charles 
Grant 

I fully enter into all you say upon the expediency of lessenmg the expenses 
of the different settlements of India necessary to be supplied from Bengal, and I ' 
have long entertained sentiments similar to yours respecting the civil establish- 
ment of Bombay, and I frequently mentioned them to my colleagues at the Board 
of Control , and I do not believe there is much variety of opinion among us At 
the same time as we agree on all hands that the militaiy establishments at 
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Bombay must be kept up, I doubt much IT oil the saving which could be made 
by the redaction of the aril part of the establishment la inducement enough to 
bring forward at present the discussion of that aabjcct with the Court of Director*, 
especially a* the near approach of the period of the expiration of their charter will 
glee an opportunity to oocaider and arrangB every proposition of that kind. I 
will probably take oocaaVm before kffig to write to you more at lasge, Isv pursuance 
of the idea I hare now suggested. 

I am much pleased with the particular* you state in your letter of the 10th of 
November with respect to the bfttun. The vakeel he prelaw* to send to you, a* 
mentioned by Mr Kennaway may produce good consequence*, and cannot, in my 
oanception, produce any bad once It i» so very essential to our interest to detach 
him from all other Indian connexions, and to unite him in the closest conn ax km 
and dcperuleitte upon our protection, that there is no alliance formed upon that bam 
lo which you may not expect our concurrence. Nothing could be more eligible 
Jan a body of troop* stationed, a* you mentioned, at Adont so forcibly doe* 
hat idea strike my mind, I do not thin k it possible that with a strong body of 
troops stationed there, and another stationed within the confines of Tmvanccre, 
ind the*) co-opersting with the various stations and cantonments of our troop* in 
the Camatio — I aay with such a concatenation, so judiciously arranged, I can 
jcaroely think Tippoo, with all hi* power would dare to attack us j and If be did, 
be would certainly repent his rashness. 

I shall now dose this letter, whieh has run to a greater length than I in 
tended, but I feel a satisfaction in writing to you free from the formality of 
official corre s pondence ; and as I am deeply interested in the various acenes in 
which you are now engaged, I cannot refrain from suggesting to you my sent! 
meats upon the different topics u they occur to me 

Believe me, 

i Hnrai Doras*. 

1 I\B — I have communicated this to Mr Pitt. 


No ANVIL. 

MnruTB or nix Goyiutm-fl mm. 

Sept is, ire*. 

The great ability displayed in Hr Shore a minute, which lntroduood the 
imposition* for the settlement, the uncommon knowledge which he f'M man! 
feated of errrrj port of the revenue system of this country the liberality arid 
ftiraeas of his arguments and clearness of his style, give mo an opportunity 
which my personal esteem and regard for him, and the obligation I owe him as a 
public man, for bis poweifal assistance In every branch of the business of this 
Government, must ever Tender peculiarly gratifying to me the daty of recording 
my highest respect for hi* talents, my wannest sense of bis public- spirited prin- 
ciples, which, in on impaired state of health, could alone have supported him in 
executing a weak of such extraordinary labour ; and, lastly my general approba- 
tion of the greatest port of his plan, 

I am confident, however that llr Shore, from his natural candour a* well as 
the public at large, will rendlly admit, that deeply interested as I must feel 
myself In the future prosperity of this country It would be unjustifiable In me to 
take any step of real importance, upon the suggestion even of the most capabl* 
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to perecra of other description! T think it tmnecesttry to enter into any dis- 
ooiKJon of the grounds npan which thenr right appears to be founded. 

It ia the most effectual mode for promoting the general improvement of the 
country which I look upon u the important object for oar present eon- 

Ii1>rr ptinn. 

I may safely aaaert that cme-third of the Company 1 ! territory In Hiodogtan is 
now a Jangle Inhabited only by wild hearts. Will a ten yean loose induce any 
proprietor to ckw away that jangle, and enoourage the ryots to come and cult! 
vate hie landa, when at the end of that lease be most either submit to be taxed 
ad Ubitun for the newly-cultivated lands, or lose all hopes of d airing any benefit 
from his labour for which perhaps by that time he wRl hardly be repaid? 

I mart own that it is clear to my mind that a much more advantageous tenure 
will be necessary to incite the inhabitant! of this country to make those exertion! 
which can alone effect any substantial improvement. 

The habit which the rnmindars hare fallen into of subsisting by annual expe- 
dients has originated, not in any constitutional imperfection in the people them 
salvos, bet in the fluctuating measures of Government and I cannot therefore 
admit that a period of ten yean will be considered by the generality of people as 
a term nearly equal in estimate to perpetuity 

By the prudent landholders it will not, whatever it may he by proprietors of 
a contrary description. It would be unwise, therefore, to deny the former the 
benefit of a permanent system because the mismanagement of the latter will not 
allow them to derive the some advantage from it. 

It Is for the interest of the State that the landed property should fall Into the 
hands of the most frugal and thrifty class of pec^lo, who will Improve their 
lands and protect the ryota, and thereby promote t^e general prosperity of the 
country 

If there are men who will not follow this lme of conduct when an opportunity 
i* afforded them by the enaction of good laws. It surely is not Inconsistent with 
justice, policy or humanity to say that the socmer their bed management 
obliges them to pert with their property to the more industrious, the better for 
the State. 

It is immaterial to Government what individual possesses the land, provided 
he cultivates It, protect! the ryota, and pays the. public, revenue, * 

The short-righted policy of having recourse to annual expedients can only be 
corrected by allowing those who adopt it to suffer the consequences of it, leaving 
to them at the same time the power of obviating them by pursuing the opposite 
lino of conduct. 

Mr Shore has stated but two positive objections to the latter part of the 
2nd Resolution. The first is, that if, after the notification that the settlement, 
if approved by the Court of Directors, will be declared permanent, tho Court of 
Directors should not declare tho permanency the confidence of the native* in 
general will be shaken, and that tboao who relied on the confirmation will be dis- 
appointed, and eondode that it was meant to deceive them. 

I can onlj say in answer to this objection that I cannot believe any people to 
be «o unreasonable as to accuse Government of a breach of frith and an In tent km 
to deed ro them, for not doing what Government in express terms mure them it 
is not in tbdr power to promise to do, as it must depend upon the approbation of 
their superiors. 

The only effect of the notification will, in my opinion, be to encourage the 
landholder to offer — all that Got eminent asks, or wishes for — a fair rent, lest by 
endeavouring to withhold wliat he knows ho ought in justice to pay be should 
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forget that greatest of all blessings, a real property, and to stimulate him tomoro 
exertion in his cultivation 

But supposing even for a moment that the declaration would be received m 
the sense apprehended, and that the zemmdais were to act under a comiction 
that it was well founded, let us examine the nature of these acts, and whether the 
consequences of them would be such as to shake the confidence of the natives, or 
to operate otherwise in any lespect hut advantageously to themselves The acts 
alluded to must of course he such as are calculated to promote the improvement 
of the country, as the assisting the ryots with money, the refraining from 
exactions, and the foregoing small temporary advantages for future permanent 
profits Such acts must ultimately redound to the benefit of the zemindars, and 
ought to be performed by them, were the settlement intended to be concluded for 
ten years only, or even to he made annually 

But this provident conduct cannot he expected from them so long as they have 
any grounds for apprehending that their land, when improved, may he committed 
to the management of the officers of Government, or made over to a farmer 

Should the zemindars, therefore, misconstrue the meaning of the declaration, 
and act m consequence of that misapprehension, they would find themselves 
enriphed by the error , and this result, instead of tending to shake their con- 
fidence in Government, might teach them an useful lesson, from which they would 
profit under any system of management I shall further observe on this argument, 
that it is founded on a supposition that when the zemindars are convinced that the 
demand of Government on their lands is fixed they will adopt measures for the 
improvement of them, which they will not have recourse to so long as that 
demand is liable to occasional variation, and consequently strongly points out the 
expediency of a permanent settlement, and declaring to the landholders as soon as 
possible that the conclusion of a permanent settlement with them is the object of 
the Legislature m England, as soon as it can be effected upon fair and equitable 
terms 

The second objection is, the doubt of its bemg expedient that the permanency 
should be declared 

Mr Shore says we cannot pronounce absolutely upon the success of our 
measures without experience I must ask, what are these measures, on the 
success of which there can be no doubt ? or what is the experience that is wanting, 
and what, by delaying a permanent settlement for a few years, would probably bo 
improved ? 

There is nothing new in this plan, except the great advantages which arc 
given to the zemmdars, talookdars, and ryots, on one side, and the additional 
security which the Company has against losses by balances, from the value of 
the land, which is to be sold to make them good, bemg greatly increased, on 
the other By what probable, I may even say possible, means is such a plan 
to fad ? 

I understand the word permanency to extend to the jmnma only, and not to 
the details of the settlement , for many regulations w ill certainly be hereafter 
necessary, for the further security of the ryots in particular, and even of those 
talookdars, who, to my concern, must still remain in some degree of dependence 
on the zemmdars, but these can only be made by Government occasionally, as 
abuses occur , and I wall venture to n^sert that cither now or ten years hence, or 
at any gnen period, it is impossible for human wasdom and foresight to form any 
plan that wall not require such attention and regulation, and I must add that, if 
such a thing was possible, I do not believe that it will be easy to find a man more 
capablo of doing it than Mr Shore 
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I cannot, however admit that cnch regulations am in any degree affect the 
rights which it la now proposed to confirm to the zemindars, for I never will allow 
that in any country Government can be laid to Invade the rights of a subject, 
when they only require, for the benefit of the State, that he shall accept of a 
reeaanable equivalent for the nitron dor of a real or supposed right, which in his 
hind* is detrimental to the general interest of the public, or when they prevent 
hn committing cruel oppr essions upon Ha neighbours, or upon his own 
dependents. 

The Coart of Direct on have given us a general idea of the amount of the land 
revenue from Bengal and Bahar with which they will be satisfied. If we honestly 
and faithfully make a settlement equal, and even beyond their expectat i ons, in 
point of revenue, and at the name time calculated in its outlines to promote the 
prosperity happiness, and wealth of their snbjecta, what reason can we have to 
apprehend they will not declare Its permanency ? 

From the constitution of our establishments in this country it almost amounts 
to an impoasThllty that at any period the same Government, the same hoards, or 
the same collectors, should continue for near the space of ten years upon what 
grounds then are the Court of Directon to look for more knowledge and nsefol 
experience at the expiration of that term and under all contingencies that may 
bo reasonably expected to occur ? I cannot avoid declaring my firmest conviction 
that if thoso provinces are lot upon lease far that period only they will find at the 
end of it a mined and Impoverished country and that mere difficulties will be 
experienced than even this Government hare had to encounter 

In regard to the 4th Resolution respecting gouges, hoxara, Ac. Ac. Mr Shore 
has proposed that for the present they shall be placed under the management of 
tho collectors. I will not at this tune enter at large upon that question, for I feel 
very sensible) bow important it is that the orders far the Bahar settlement should 
be transmitted to the collectors of that district, withtmt losing a minutes time 
unnecessarily and I shall soon have an opportunity of delivering my eentiments 
fully upon ft when the Bengal settlement conies under our consideration. 

I must, however observe that of the six references which are proposed to he 
made to tbo collectors, I cannot see the smallest use in any of them except tbe 
last, which goes to the expediency of the measure. 

A* to tho OjUestinxL of rigjih, L cannot conadm that any Government In. their 
senses would ever have delegated our authorised right to any of their subjects to 
impose arbitrary taxes on the internal commerce of the country It certainly has 
been an abuao that has crept In cither through the negligence of the Mogul 
governors, who were careless and ignorant of all matters of trade, or what is more 
pcoluble, connivance of tho Mussulman anmil who tolerated the extortion of tbo 
zemindar that be might again plunder him In his tur n. 

Bet be that as it may tho right has been too long established or tolerated to 
allow a Just Government to tako it away without indemnifying the jaoprietor 
from any loss. And I never heard that, in the most free State, Lf an individual 
posseswd a right that was incompatible with tbe public welfare, the Legislature 
made any scruple of taking it from him, provided they gave him a fair equivalent. 
Tbo case of the la to Duke of Athol, who a few yean ago jurted very unwillingly 
with tho sovereignty of tbe Isle of Man appears to me to be exactly In point 
I agree with Mr Shortf that there would be a degree of absurdity in Govern- 
ment s taking into their own hands the gunge#, Ain, which ere annexed to 
remindary rights, and leaving tho some abuses existing in those which belong 
to Jxghlre and altumgha posscisiocs; but instead of leaving the former on that 
account I should most undoubtedly take away the latter securing to tbo pro- 
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pnetors a liberal and ample equivalent for all sueb duties as were not raised m 
absolute and direct violation of the orders of Government 

There are, however, several articles m what are called the Sajer collections 
with which Government has no occasion- to interfere, and which may very well 
be left in the hands of the proprietors 


No. XXVJLLL. 

The Governor-General in Council to C. W Male t, Esq 

SlR, Poona, Dec. 18, 1789 

I have received since the date of my last letter your letters dated the 23rd 
and 30th of October, and 6th and 12th ultimo, and the distinct account of your 
late conferences with the Hahratta Ministers, as well as the manner in which 
you have treated the subjects that weie under negotiation, have given me entire 
satisfaction 

I am willing to consider the apologies and explanations which Nana Fumavese 
has given m respect} to the business of Gmgera as an atonement for those parts of 
the conduct of the Mahrattas, of which I have already complained , but the indeli- 
cacy with which they acted in making an attempt upon that place without pre- 
viously communicating their design to you, and the inattention which they have 
hitherto shown to my recommendation in favour of Balloo Meah and bis brother, 
render it expedient to make them feel an inconvenience from their forcing me to 
behave to them with a certain degree of coldness and reserve 

You may state to them that a regard for my own character, and for the duties 
of my public station, obliges mo to take more previous precautions in my trans- 
actions with them than m my own opinion is proper between Governments who 
possess a mutual friendship for each other, and whose interests are so intimately 
connected, that I must therefore decline coming to any determination whether I 
can think myself authorised to renew my former declaration regarding Gmgera, 
until I shall be perfectly satisfied that a liberal provision has been made for the 
rightful owners of it 

I must likewise desire that you will take the first favourable opportunity that 
offers to discuss the grounds upon which we have demanded the restitution of 
boats and vessels belonging to persons living under the protection of the Company 
that have been seized at different times on the Mahratta coasts, and after making 
my acknou lodgments for the friendly manner in which Nana garo you assurances 
through Behroo Punt, that all the boats which had been stopped at different times 
should be immediately restored, and that effectual means should be taken to 
prevent a repetition of similar injuries in future, you are to give him to under- 
stand m tho clearest terms that, although I shall always entertain a projicr sense 
of c\erj mark of friendship and confidence in the Poona Goicmment, jet that m 
the present instance the right of the Companj to demand complete security for 
the persons and propertj of their subjects, and all others living under their pro- 
tection, is so pcrfectlv established bj public stipulations, that I could look ujwn 
the deliberate seizure or detention of the propertj or persons of people of that 
description bj- any Mahratta subjects, with the sanction of their own Goe eminent, 
in no other light than that of a violation of the treat}' of 177G , and for the pur- 
pose of discoi enng whether the Minister vould be jealous of am interference 
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with **dncDa ? yon mar >33, that although I hnro not hitherto thought It necessary 
to desire to know tho sentiments of Mfidajeo Scindia, who is guarantee of our 
treaties with tho Mahratta State, yet I am confident that on the point In question 
he would be ready to admit our right to he clear and indisputable 

It will olwavi be with great reluctance that I ahnll make uso of menacing 
npreadoo* to a power which we have reason to believe Is sincerely disposed to 
live in gen era I tmm of amity with us, hnt as forbearance on onr port beyond 
certain bounds would not only be unjust to the subjects ami dependents of tho 
Com i on y but might also encourage the Mahrattaa to become inattentive in fntuxe 
to similar represen tatioos, yon may take occasion to hint in plain terns to the 
Minister that in the event of sny more of onr vessels being seized or detained by 
the Mah rat ta officers and of redress being refused, or unreasonably delayed by the 
reshwa a Ministers, you know it to be my determination to tako effectual means 
for procuring an Indemnification for ourselves. 

Although amongst other external marks of respect wo hare hitherto submitted 
to the humillatin„ ceremonial of prese n ting nnzrcTs to the Princes of the house of 
Timor I doubt much whether that practice U either poll He or necessary but, fir 
from admitting a similar claim from tho IYihw* I expect that all tiw Princes of 
this country except those of tho Royal Family shall bsMtuato themselves to 
consider tho English Residents at their respective courts os the representatives of 
a Oorcmment at least equal In power and dignity to their own, and consequently 
entitled to claim an exemption from those marks of submission which art exacted 
from inferior states as well os from all their own subjects. I therefore highly 
api«rove of your having declined, previous to jour communicating with Captain 
K runaway to present a rmzxer with yonr own hands to the Fcshwa, and I mtirt 
likewise deriro that yon win never even through the medium of one of your 
servants, agree to place yourself in so degrading a situation, as it will tend to 
kwn the dignity of the British Government in tbo eyes of the other Powers of 
this countrr 

I cmcvlve it to be very consistent with the finesse and cunning of the Brahmin 
character to throw out hints occasionally of tbeir intention to send amluamdors to 
England, without actually having any idea of carrying the design Into execution 
but only with the bopeg of rendering this Gove rn ment more pliant from an appre- 
hension that the negotiation of any points on which difficulties arise may be carried 
frwn hence into another channel. 

1 can in reality hare not the smallest objection to their sending an embassy to 
Er lie J upon any other ground than that of the peoluWllty of In l-ecomlng in 
w*ne decree troubbwotne and embarrassing to the King and his Ministers, and 
also of iU pruvta,, the cause of coosidrralJe expense to the Company 

I d <-*! it however that you will on every occasion when the subject roav be 
DVxtlcTK’l hr the Mihratu Miniitrr*, treat it la an unsQrcted manner as a 
m'u un* n which I atn entirely Indiffmat t and you may in the same style anure 
them tint vhn they revive tn any it Into executkei I shall l<? bijrpy to do 
orrjtljn in my powrr to rrc Ice tlr** puvja-e of their envoys as expeditious and 
eit verl'-nt as jr* die 

h uU th*T cmtrarv to all bkelihoo.1, actually determine to Servian etnlmsy 
It w n’ 1 It my #ire to give them every p w»d b* si uuncs i 1ml in any event 
j n r-ay It. tleowcfcrntmaU-o tile an jj etunity to InC-rro them that, 
H ctd*-r to n r^r-ir ! m,»xt fn *n cur (Jovtrnmrni at home it would io my 
<i t l« ir 1 p-i ’ally Drtv-txary f r U etn to rtnj loy men cf rank as lL Ir am 
Ituvi. rs that tfjvr » oil It lo tlAuce « f any } unjp on Icing well rvcritvil in 
that cha.'xc'cr a 1 Ujx I do r < huarire that lU Kin and hli Minister. or the 
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Directors of the Company, would supine them to he in earnest if they professed 
to have entrusted the negotiation of points of consequence to their interests to 
nn\ other persons than such ns luuo been lx?m subjects, mid nro known to hold n 

distinguished milk in the Mnhmltn Ptntc. . * 

There fipjiesr to lx; several objections nt present to our cont meting scpfirnto 
engagements with the Nirain, nml it seems also extremely doubtful whet lit r no 
could dome nn\ benefit from engaging in new treaties of nnj hind with his 
Highness, c\en"in conjunction with the Mnhrattns, though that measure might in 
some points of v icw be less exceptionable . . . 

It mil lx; ncccssan that voit should Ik? pnrticnlnrlj guarded in jour manner 
when 3*011 appear to show more attention than fonnerlj to any of their projositions 
for a closer union than at present subsists between the two Governments , hut 
should Bcliroo Tunt or Naim renew such com ersat ions ns thoj have frequently 
held with j on on this subject, I should wish that jou would, ns proceeding 
entirely from j ourself, and ns being induced to it from a desire to increase the 
good understanding lx;twccii them and the Compnm, show a disjiosition to trans- 
mit to me any detailed plan that the Minister should arrange for entering into 
new agreements for the purpose of promoting the mutual Ixmcfit of both nations, 
only remarking ns a friend, m the course of the discussions, that jou do not 
think that it would l>o advisable m us to enter into a stipulation similar to that 
which arc have contracted with the Nirnm to furnish a certain numlier of troops 
when required at a fixed rate of expense, because the settlement of the account, 
which is simple, with his Highness, from our lxnng able to deduct the cxj'ensc of 
the troops from the pesheush duo bj the Companj for (he northern circnrs, 
might furnish ground for much altercation with the Mnhrnttns, from the difficulty 
of their allotting n fixed and independent fund for that purpose, and that jou 
cannot conceive it to bo possible that nnj thing bcjoml a liberal and reciprocal^* 
advantageous sjstem for a defensive alliance would have the most distant chance 
of success 

After hav ing said so much, it is proper that you should know that I cannot 
bring mjself to expect that Nana would make propositions of a nature to winch I 
should think mjself authorised to give my immediate assent, unless we should 
have reason to apprehend that w c were on the cv o of a rupture w ith Tippoo , j et 
if they appeared upon the whole to he calculated to suit the political interests of the 
Company, I should he disposed to forward them to England with a favourable 
recommendation, and wo should in the mean time have the advantage, without 
doing any injury to them, of encouraging the Mahrattas to continue to look to our 
alliance as a primary object of their political pursuits 

Should the Ministers, m talking of retiring to Benares, have any other design 
in view than that of executing their avowed purposo of visiting the Holy City, 
they will soon see that their cunning will have no effect , and that he may see in 
the most distinct point of view that the pressing exigencies of public affairs winch 
have driven ns to the necessity of requiring painful sacrifices from him have 
originated only from causes m which he is at least equally concerned with our- 
selves, we particularly direct that you will he at pains to bring to his notice and 
recollection that the present contest has no sort of concern with European politics, 
and has not m the smallest degree been occasioned by disputes or altercations 
between ns and any other European Power , that, from an aversion to war, we 
have dissembled our sense of Tippoo’s failure m the performance of several stipu- 
lations of the last treaty of peace, as well as of several insults and injuries that he 
has offered to us in the course of the last three or four- years , and that we should 
have deservedly incurred the contempt of all mankind, if, inattentive to the dictates 
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of honour and the evident principles of political ■clMcfcnce wo bad tamely 
allowed an arrogant and inveterate enemy to *et the lain of the moat aaeml 
treaties at defiance and aggrandise and prepare himself to act in • kbort time 
with more efficacy against ourselves by the destruction of a nd,-bbcrar and faithful 
allr whom wo were bound by the moat aolemn engagement* to protect and 
defend, without making a manly effort at the present Juncture to curb Ids inso 
Trace, and to exact signal rcporaUon for the many injuries that wo and our allk-a 
bare sustained from him 

Aj an additional means of cncOTjaging the "Nabob to submit to some temporary 
inconvenience, and of reconciling him to the arrangements that bavo been directed, 
yon will also atato to him tho satisfactory grounds on which ho may found rca 
sonaHe expectations, that should our arm* and three of our alliei be completely 
stuxcJifnl hi the present war his Ilighneesa family and subject* might then look 
f irward to the prospect of enjoying tho blessings of peace for a long series of year* 
to come. 

The Rajah of Tanjoro having also failed in the mo*t flagrant manner in tho 
performance of his engagement* to the Nabob and tho Company the balance now 
due and tbe punctuality of future payment* must bo secured to the Company by 
your taking possession of tho management of hi* country and revenues In the 
same manner and for tho same reasons, as those which have obliged ns to authorise 
you to poswn j ourselves of tho management of tho territories of the Tsabob and 
though the Rajah s claim upon us for delicacy and Indulgence la in no respect 
equal to hi* nighness s wo direct that in carrying our In tract Ions Into execution 
you dull take tho greatest care to treat him and bil family with every possible 
degrre of dcccncr moderation, and Justice 

We cannot conclude this disagreeable sul Ject without a-aln recommending In 
the most earnest manner that your own behaviour to the haloh of \rrot and tho 
Rajah of Tanjore mar bo uniformly calculated to aoften the eff ct of meoaurei 
which In themselves will at first be unpalatable and that jou may bo jortlcularly 
careful to make a selection of Comptny • servants for carrrlng them Into cxccn 
tlon, who from their known character* for honour Integrity and mil lms* of 
manners, may afford you good grounds to believe that they are sufficiently qua 
lifted to fulfil our Instruction* and expectations. 

We bare tho honour £c. 


[7ir d/TvrvJ.x f> 17M r{ll Uf-ci-I ft tW a/rt fVwms] 
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